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The Nation-State and the Debate Between Islam and
Secularism: The Historical Context and Ideological
Interpretation

Abstract
Mohamed Amezian

This research aims to study the historical circumstance behind the
transformation of Arab societies into secularism. This historical approach puts us
in front of historical facts that provide unavoidable evidence about a
transformation that ran counter to the goals for which the Arab peoples had
struggled for during the colonial period. It was a complete disregard for the
national struggle and its liberating demands. This research focuses on the
variation of Arab regimes in their secular interpretations of Islam according to
their ideological options, since in the mid-twentieth century, they lived in a state
of acute polarization between revolutionary socialist regimes and conservative
traditional regimes. With the acuity of this disparity among them, the Arab
regimes agreed to pragmatically deal with religion in a way that enabled it to
adapt and thus be emptied it of its real content. Given the divergent ideological
backgrounds of the ruling regimes, the process of secular interpretation of Islam
has resulted in two contradictory versions of one religion, as it was adapted
according to socialist or liberal values on their contradiction.

Key words: The Nation-State, the dialectic of Islam, secularism, ideological

interpretation.
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The Risale-i Nur: A Perfect Example of How to Present Islam to
Contemporary Man

ABSTRACT
Thsan Qasim al-Salihi

The crisis in which modern man is floundering is a crisis of moral faith in the
first place, for this person burns every day because he does not find an answer
to many questions that emanate from the depths of the meaning of life and
about destiny. The researcher examines the opinions of certain Western
thinkers, who decided that the modern mental and scientific method is limited to
reassurance in the heart of Western society, as well as the famous psychologist
Victor Frankel, the author of the book "Man and the dilemma of the meaning of
life“ who showed that the goal of man today is no longer directed at satisfying
desires, but rather yearns to know and understand the mystery of existence and
the meaning of life. From that point onward, the researcher turns to religion and
ponders what Islam is capable of offering to resolve the issue. The researcher
addresses the thoughts and opinions of salient thinkers worldwide, one of such
thinkers (who lives in the West) is Dr. Turan who retold his experience of
searching for answers to this modern dilemma by looking into Islam and Iman,
showing the important role that the Risale-i Nur played in guiding him to the
knowledge of Allah. The other one is Taha Abdul Rahman, an eastern
philosopher, who stated that the western world is in need of the pure spiritual
and moral values emanating from Islam. The research concluded that the
Risale-i Nur has the characteristics and qualifications that is appropriate for both
Muslims and non-Muslims alike. People will be urged to take a look at the
universe around them and mainly reflect on this open book. They’ll be
reminded of the Hereafter in a comforting manner where the ideas of the mind
and the emotions of the heart are perfectly blended. And that is where God
Almighty has shed light on the heart of the author of these messages, Said
Nursi, to reveal the people’s insights that obscure the dark materialism that
prevented them from a reassuring heart and attaining psychological comfort.

Risale-i Nur thus restores humanity and develops a true human being,
liberated from the quagmire of desires and suspicions, and guided to the
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meaning of life and towards knowledge of the Creator of the earth and the
heavens.

Key words: modern human, Risale-i Nur, totalitarian discourse.
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Nursi on the Horizons of Miraculousness

ABSTRACT
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Khalil Cicek

The miraculousness of the Quran is a topic that has been engaged with by
senior scholars both in the past and present. These scholars differed in their
interpretations, some of which exaggerated the extent of what they deemed
"miraculous”, for example by bringing it to about forty aspects; while on the
other hand some of them minimized it, such as investigators like Al-Bagillani.
Most of the scholars who came and were interested in the miracle of the Quran
tried to come up with new discoveries in this field. And one of the top scholars,
Said Nursi, who took great care in successfully highlighting new horizons in the
miracles of the Qur’an, produced analyses and interpretations that many others
had not discovered. He uncovered one of the wonderful aspects of the miracle
of the Qur’an in a systematic fashion, analysing and detailing things in a unique
and fresh manner. He deciphered the words of the glorious text each verse by
verse, then the sentences, then the words - i.e. each word deducing an accurate
aspect of the correspondence (harmonization) between the verses of the syllable
and the sentence of the verse and the words of the verse.

He indicates, through this, that the greatest aspect of the miracle of the
Qur’an is its eloquence. The greatest form of its rhetoric consists of arranging its
letters in its words, organizing its words in its sentence, and organizing its
sentences in its verses and syllables.

The greatest form of its rhetoric consists in its arranging of its letters in its
words, organizing its words in its sentence, and organizing its sentences in its
verses and syllables. This Quranic system raised the view of the scholars who
preceded Nursi in their rhetorical writings. And from what Nursi has come with
is a new formulation of the aspects of the miraculousness of the Qur’an. Here he
mentioned the supernatural rhetoric in its meaning, the extraordinary
innovation in its style, the eloquence in its pronunciation, the ingenuity of the
statement in it, and its supernatural universality. He also mentions its telling
about the unseen, and the permanence of its youth, its suitability (viability) for
the discourse of all classes of people, and the amazing method of summarizing
the meanings of the verses with one or two names of attributes of Allah or a
short sentence (Quranic conciseness). Those are the aspects that Nursi tried with
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all his strength and ability to discover in each one of the new horizons of
Quranic miracles. These aspects, while some of them are old subjects, were still
given new and fresh meanings by Nursi.

Key words: miracles, the Qur’an, Nursi, rhetoric, structures, sentences, new
systems of the Qur’an, miracles of miracle, rhetoric, occasion, verses, miracles of
the Qur’an.
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Qur’anic Interpretation (al-Ta’wil) in the Risale-i Nur — Concept
and Method

ABSTRACT
Prof. Dr. Umid Najm al-Din al-Mufti & Ziyad Salih Hamid

Interpretation is a linguistic as well as a social phenomenon, and it has
accompanied texts since its appearance. It aims to show the meaning that the
author wants, as well as eliminating error, suspicion and manipulation.
However, it comes second - in general - after the original. The principle (the
rule) is to stick to the apparent meaning and not to dismiss the word and the
verb from its apparent interpretation. But there is a doctrinal, rhetorical,
intellectual, social or circumstantial reason that justifies, obligates or directs
interpretation. Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was an influential scholar with a wide
knowledge and extensive perceptions in the field of dealing with texts. This
enabled him to say a straightforward statement in the interpretation and show
the correct meanings through this linguistic and scientific window. Thus, he dealt
with the texts correctly in terms of conveying the truth as well as in distributing
the meaning from one of the multiple aspects — such as from a metaphor or
allegory or analogy and so forth. This research seeks (through two topics) to be
familiarized with this issue, and it shows Nursi’s approach to interpretation and
the features of his approach and his reasons for interpretation. Given the
accuracy of his thought, the correctness of his style, his familiarity and the
necessity of his time, his interpretations were in a prominent scientific position,
which combined science and understanding, integrity and audacity, openness
and persistence. So, it behooves us to have done studies like this, and to
examine what he believed in the interpretation with respect to the possibility of
bringing together the two meanings in the various axes of interpretation, and
that the interpretation has a diversity via its connection to the Qur'an and
Sunnah. Nursi also stated that the truth is before the interpretation and the
interpretation is one of the meanings and it cannot always be said wherever it
exists. From the reasons for his interpretation there are the issues of: defending
and applied texts, responding to the skeptics, thinking well of the text and its

author, and correcting the wrong understanding.
Key words: interpretation, [slamic legal sources, the Qur'an and Sunnah,
Risale-i- Nur, Nursi
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The Internationality of Islamic Literature: The Risale-i Nur as
an Example

Abstract
Prof. Dr. Hasan al-Amrani

This research seeks to highlight the literary dimension in the Risale-i Nur. In
fact, it demonstrates the creativity of Said Nursi, the author of the messages. It
also shows the most important qualifications that formed the universality of the
Risale-i Nur.

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was able to ensure the universality of these
messages which target humanity as a whole by touching on the innate notions
and focusing on convergences between humans rather than being interested in
divergences. This point —according to the researcher- refers to the global and
aesthetic vision of faith, which absorbs all human beings, and that is what it
constantly confers.

Furthermore, the researcher has demonstrated the major role of Arabic and
Turkish languages —those of the Risale-i Nur— which granted them a huge
geographical expansion and extension at the same time. In addition, the author
has expressed in these languages local issues that deal with the Turkish
community being at the same time opened to the whole world thanks to their
universal and global dimension — chiefly that the Holy Quran exists within these
messages as a major logic and essence.

The Risale-i Nur has consequently acquired its universality not only from the
innate aspect of discourse (arguably through its humanism and lingual
extension), but also from its crucial function of enlightening readers about the
author, the unity of his writing style sweeping between poetry and prose and the
richness of the iconic connotations he has used.

These aesthetic images generally implied, and especially in the Arabic
Mathanawi al Nuriya-represent the literary nature of the Risale-i Nur, as well as
its acute excellence beyond normal horizons.

Key words: literary of Riseli-Nur, creative spirit, Risale-i Nur.
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Towards an Islamic Theory of Aesthetics according to the
Risale-i Nur of Bediuzzaman Said al-Nursi
ABSTRACT
Dr. ‘Abd al-Karim al-‘Akyawi

The truth about beauty, its origin, its core, and its essence is the beauty of
God, Almighty, in Himself, His attributes, names, and deeds; and every beauty
in any other thing of creation and the worlds is just a glimpse of Him, placed as
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a guide and a reminder of Him. And all life on earth is a craving for Him and a
means to ascend to Him, for every physical or moral pleasure a person finds in
this world is a reminder.

This research is an attempt to highlight the concept of beauty theory in The
Messages of Light of Said Nursi through his inspired idea that man seeks
immortal beauty, and the yearning of man in the worldly life for his original
home of perfect beauty. The beauty of the universe indicates the majesty of
God, Almighty, and reminds us of His perfect beauty, Glory be to Him. In fact,
Nursi found the mineral of beauty and knew its truth and habitat; he put his
hand on its origin and knew its ranks and effects. Beauty, for him, in the form of
a summarized theory, is that aesthetics is a magnificent complete construction,
based on rules and pillars, and it has origins from where it originates, and from
its branches there are links in a chain holding each other.

Key words: Risale-i Nur, theory of beauty, levels of beauty and its impact.
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The Distinguishing Features of the Moral Order according to
Imam Bediuzzaman Said al-Nursi

ABSTRACT
Dr. Yusuf Muhammad al-Nadwi

The moral system in the Risale-i Nur is distinguished by representing the
ethical level of Islam whic was characterized by instinct, which is one of the fruits
of faith, and is the title of complete religiosity. In this way, this moral system
confronts the system based on force, aggression and injustice, and its
attachment to materialistic benefit And such a system like that would be based
on aggressive competition and jostling, and its constitution in life is controversy,
and this hence leads to conflict and strife. Its association between the blocs is
racism and negative nationalism, and this leads to a terrible collision. Yet the
attractive service of belief is to reassure and encourage higher passion and
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service, and this all affirms scientific, realistic, regularity and harmony of the

moral system of Said Nursi.

Key words: Risale-i Nur, The Ethical System, Bediuzzaman Said Nursi.
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ABSTRACT

This study entitled “Renewal parameters in Nourssi's speech science-
letter of al-Hashr as model study” tackles the issue of renewal points
characterizing Nourssi's speech science as well as their targets and their
consequences.

Nourssi tried by his letter of al-Hashr (squeeze) to present his own view
of speech science renewing, taking into consideration changes and
circumstances of Islamic nation at that time by using specific method and
style. As a method, Noursi urged to take the Holy Quran as a base of speech
renewing and also to revive doctrine (Agida) of Al Hashr in heart and mind
and then translate it into a behavior. He made a link between al-Hashr and
other parts of doctrine like prophethood and Allah's names and epithets since
the doctrine is coherent, cohesive and therefore indivisible, adding to that
signification of universe and human on al-Hashr. He emphasized as well on
existentialist function of al-Hashr Issue and the overlap between the world
beyond and the world of creed (testimony of faith) that leads to real life
integration.

Noursi focused also on some specific styles in his discourse to adapt it to
renewing method such as giving examples and dialogue by insisting on
terminology and taking into account interlocutors.

The study has come up with two major findings:

- Noursi revived the Doctrine's purpose thought by renewing speech
science and making it efficient in Muslim's life.

- Al-Hashr issue with its Functional dimension has an impact on world of
creed (Testimony of faith) even if it s a question related to the world beyond.
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ABSTRACT

The issue of the inclusion of purposes in religion was and still a
controversy topic between Muslim schoolars. Indeed, Some scholars
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affirmed that religion includes purposes, while the others rejected this claim.
Because of the problem of rationalizing of God's actions and judgments.
This study has spotted the light on the points of desputes, and deduced that
the Islamic Religion with all its components (Faithal, legeslative - Sharaa-
and ethical) includes purposes. In this study, we have examined the purposes
of the beliefs and showed their relation to the universalistic monotheistic
vision through studying the messages of light (Rasail El_nour).

Our study has been limited to two chapters. The first was devoted to
showing the possibility of research and entering into the field of faith
purposes. We have opened this chapter with a definition of the personality
(El Nourssi) and his messages. Then we tried to spread some concepts
related to this science. | mean the purposes of the faiths, including the
definition of rational, Sharia and faith, as well as the rules of their
identification and the relationship between the purposes of Sharia and faith.
Especially the concept of the purposes of Islamic faith. Which would clarify
about the specific objective on which this idea revolves. The study would
also clarify the concept of the purposes of the beliefs that we have defined as
“the will of the Shari'a in assigning the knowledge of faith and faith
knowledge with a focus on the human benifits from it.”

We have devoted the second chapter to shed light on these purposes by
stating their rank in the letters of light and the ways of revealing them.
Which seems that Badi'zaman al-Nourssi has exctracted them from his
induction and interpretation of the Holy Quran as the first resource in
Islamic law, and the first professor of all sciences and knowledge, as well as
the Sunnah and the universal and human reality, which bear witness to its
existence and confirm it. Badi'zaman stated that the purposes of the faiths are
the basic purposes of the Qur'an, namely, Tawheed, Propagation, Justice and
worship. And we, in turn, presented it and interpreted it through induction to
his messages.

We concluded the chapter with a study in which we mentioned the
relationship between the purposes of the religious faith and the universalistic
monotheistic vision. We deduced that the religious purposes have a great
role in shaping the functional dimension of man in this life, making him see
unification in everything and act accordingly. This universal monotheistic
vision will serve as a refinery that prevents the environment of humans faith
and thoughts from pollutio.

* % %
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