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WAS ISRAEL A WESTERN PROJECT IN PALESTINE?

Ibrahim KARATAS"

ABSTRACT: This study aims to ascertain the extent to which it was
Western powers or Zionists that founded Israel. The study argues that
Israel was established by Western powers, while not ignoring the partial but
significant role of Zionists that sought for a Jewish homeland. The West
needed a Jewish homeland in order to utilise Jewish wealth, while also keeping
Jews away since they were disturbed by the presence of the Jewish
community. On the other hand, the World Zionist Organisation, motivated by
anti-Semitism and nationalism, pioneered the idea of a Jewish national home
and tried to persuade Western leaders as to the viability of a homeland in
Palestine. While Zionist lobbying was influential, it can hardly be argued that
they would have founded Israel without the help and permission of Western
states, and in particular, the British Empire. The study aims to reveal external
roles in nation-building by analysing the case of Israel. Methodologically, both
quantitative and qualitative researches were used.

KEYWORDS: Israel, Zionism, Mandate System, Palestine, Middle East.
—_— ) —

INTRODUCTION

The State of Israel was founded in 1948 with UN Resolution 181 that partitioned
the Mandate of Palestine into two states: Palestine and Israel. However, due to
several wars fought between neighbouring Arab states and Israel that resulted in
the defeat of the former, Israel occupied most of the Palestinian territories,
thereby leaving only one single state (Israel) on the former mandate. Unlike other
countries, as Israelis themselves accept, Israel does not accept multiculturalism
and multi-ethnicity, recognising only Judaism as the official religion and Hebrew
as the nation’s language. Therefore, it has a religious and ethnical identity rather
than a secular one. This identity shapes its domestic and foreign policies. With this
in mind, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues through a continuous, low-
intensity war due to the rejection of the Palestinian state and the basic rights of
Palestinians. When looking at this issue from the Arab side, Israel’s reluctance to
withdraw from the occupied lands and non-acceptance of a permanent solution,
most probably due to its strength against its adversary, as well as foreign support
for the Israeli state, have worsened the conflict and do not give a hope for a likely
solution.

*
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Many scholars, particularly those of Arab origin, find the root problem of the
conflict in the Western support of Israel. To them, Israel was a Western project
that aimed to create a Jewish state, through which they can control the ‘Middle
East’ and its resources. Indeed, plans for founding a Jewish state go back to the
late 18th century. Since then, two big colonial powers, France and the British
Empire, as well as the United States welcomed a Jewish state in the Palestine,
which is claimed as the Biblical home of the Jews (Zanotti, 2018: 3). There is plenty
of evidence indicating that there would not be a country called Israel had there
not been Western affirmation. On the other hand, the efforts of Jewish
businessmen like the Rothschilds and NGOs such the World Zionist Organisation
(WZ0) should not be underestimated. For a project to come into being, the
decisive factor may include luck, common interests, conjuncture, or hard work. In
Israel’s case, since belligerents were in need of finance to maintain their wars,
they attempted to take rich Jews to their side in return for a homeland in
Palestine. While this study does not ignore Zionist efforts for founding Israel, it
argues that Israel was founded by the West, as Jewish economic power alone was
not sufficient to create a state. What is more, Jews lacked hard power. Studies
analysed below also support the view that Zionists could not have founded Israel
had the British Empire and other powers not allowed them to do so. Moreover,
the lack of Arab institutions, weak cohesion, poor organisation, attempts to
annex Palestinian state and wrong policies, also facilitated the foundation of
Israel. On the other hand, even if Israel was the fruit of Western colonialism, it
should be noted that the Jewish state cannot survive without Western support,
and in particular, through US aid. The study is expected to contribute to the
literature with its theory that: 1- Jewish hatred of the West, 2— exploitation of
Jewish wealth, and 3-Zionism led to the foundation of Israel. In other words, a
nation can be built by an ethnic group, but in Israel’s case, Gentile-hating Jews
helped them to build a homeland for themselves. Therefore, national awareness
of the perceived need for a new nation, along with others who are convinced of
the same, can found a nation-state.

Regarding the method used for writing this article, the views of those
claiming that Israel is a Western project and those attributing it to the efforts of
Zionists in literature were compared. While the Palestinian perspective was mainly
omitted, an interview was carried out with a Palestinian Professor. This study will
first focus on the role of Western powers in creating a home for Jewish people.
Second, it will examine Jews’ own efforts to found their states in Palestine. Finally,
an authorial assessment of the discussion will be made.

THE WESTERN SUPPORT FOR A JEWISH HOMELAND

Jews lived in diaspora for 2000 years after the Babylonian exile and dreamed of
returning back to Palestine, which they claim was promised to them by God. Yet
their wishes remained as dreams until the late 19th century when the WZO was
founded. WZO’s main goal was to found a homeland for the Jewish people
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spreading all over the world. It was a purely nationalist movement rather than a
religious one, but it used Biblical promises as one of their central tenets to attract
Jews and gain their support. In the Old Testament, it is stated that “I will establish
your borders from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, and from the desert to the
Euphrates River. | will give into your hands the people who live in the land, and you
will drive them out before you” (Exodus, 23:31). Thus, as per the verse, the land is
promised to Abraham and his descendants. Yet Arabs have countered Jewish
views of the Biblical promise, arguing that if these lands were given to Abraham,
then Arabs should have the same claims for the land as they are Abraham’s sons
too.

Leaving aside the Biblical aspect, establishing a national home for Jewish
people in Palestine seemed to be included in the colonial agenda for the first time
by Napoleon of France in 1799. He aimed to obtain the loyalty of Jews, use Jews
as his agents throughout the world, by rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem,
enabling Jews to return to Palestine and to pose a threat to the British in the
region (Kayyali, 1977: 98). After Napoleon sieged Acre in 1799, French newspaper
Le Moniteur Universel wrote that Napoleon Bonaparte had called all Jews in Africa
and Asia to gather under his flag in order to rebuild the old temple in Jerusalem
(Glatt, 2016). However, since Napoleon was defeated, his plan was not realised.
Aside from France, Russia and Germany also showed their interest in Palestine,
and in view of this, the British were alarmed and looked for a way to influence
Palestinian territories (El-Awaisi and Yigit, 2020: 1; Ediz, 2019: 103). The British
should not have been as late as it was in responding because Russia had already
been in Palestine with the excuse of protecting orthodox minorities, while France
was also there to defend the rights of Catholics (Schoélch, 1992: 41). The British
Empire were of the Protestant faith, which was almost non-existent in Palestine.
However, it was not difficult for the British government to find a reason to
become involved in Palestine. The ‘gentile Zionists’ of Britain and some Protestant
groups were already conducting visits to Al-Quds and pressuring the government
for the ‘restoration of the Jews’ to initiate a Jewish state under Ottoman rule. For
example, in 1840, British Foreign Minister Lord Palmerston wrote a letter to Lord
Ponsonby, British Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire, in which he asked the
ambassador to convince the Sultan that if the dispersed Jews living across Europe
were encouraged to return to Palestine, the Ottoman State would benefit from
the wealth of Jews.

In the 184o0s, British people with various professions such as politicians,
journalists, clerics, and colonial officers began to call for a Jewish homeland more
vocally (Schélch, 1992: 45). As Saylor (2011: 4-12) lists: in 1839, the Church of
Scotland sent a committee to Palestine to learn the conditions of Jews and publish
a memorandum asking the restoration of the old Jewish home; in 1840, the British
government reportedly considered restoration; again in 1840, several lords
announced their support for Jews’ return to Palestine; and in 1877, British Prime
Minister Benjamin Disraeli wrote that Jews would become a nation in Palestine
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under the British guidance within fifty years. To protect its strategic and economic
interests, the British government turned religious-based demands into an
opportunity and opened a consulate in the holy city of Al-Quds in 1838 (Hyamson,
1917). Palestine was a buffer to Egypt and a gateway to Irag, and more
importantly, was strategic in its location to protect India, as well as to control
trade in Suez Canal, shortening the route between London and India at least 4.000
miles (Lobell, 2010: 14). London looked favourably on the idea of locating Jews to
Palestine, since it thought the latter would also be a barrier to the Egyptian ruler
Muhammad Ali’s ambitions (Schélch, 1992: 45). A Jewish homeland was a good
idea for the British because they were well aware that if another country
controlled this cordon sanitaire, it could cut the British connection with India
(Mathew, 2013). Thus, it eventually occupied Egypt in 1882 and became more
influential in Palestine.

There was also US support for a Jewish state in the 19th century. In the early
1800s, American President John Adams stated that he believed in the rebuilding
of Judea as an independent country. In addition, Abraham Lincoln also declared
his support for a Jewish national home in Palestine. When Russians began
oppressing Jews in late 1800s, top American bureaucrats called for the giving back
of Palestine to Jews (Jewish Virtual Library, 2017). What is common for the French,
British and Americans regarding their views about a Jewish homeland is that they
all refer to the Biblical home of Jews as being Palestine. In addition, there were
Christian Zionists that lobbied for a Jewish state. Indeed, the support stemming
from faith was crucial for a Jewish state. Protestant Brits and Americans read the
Bible in the original Hebrew and were therefore more influenced by the Old
Testament. In addition, the study of Hebrew was compulsory in American
universities, including Harvard, for a long time (Rynhold, 2015: 4). What is more,
dispensationalist Evangelicals believe that the gathering of Jews in Israel is a
prerequisite for the coming of Jesus. Evangelical support became higher and
more influential in the course of time and shaped US foreign policy on Israel.

The late 19th century and early 20th century saw the crystallisation of
Western support for a Jewish nation. Theodor Herzl mentions in his book in 1896
that he submitted a request for the colonisation of Cyprus and the Sinai Peninsula,
which included EI Arish, but the plan was refused by the British government
(Herzl, 1896: 60). To appease Herzl, the British Colonial Secretary Chamberlain
offered a 13.000 km? area in Uganda for a Jewish colony. However, Herzl and
other members of WZO rejected the proposal and focused only on Palestine. HerzI
also mentions another alternative for Palestine: Argentina. Sponsored by Maurice
de Hirsch, the plan was to create an autonomous region for Jewish migrants
(Herzl, 1896: 96). However, the plan was not realised. In 1907, a report called
Campbell-Bannerman Report openly asked for a Jewish state in Palestine. The
report submitted in 1907 to British Prime Minister Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman
emphasised that a Jewish buffer state, which is friendly to Europe and hostile to
its neighbours, must be established in Palestine (Bar-On and Adwan, 2006: 322).
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During the First World War, the British saw that Germany and Russia were
attempting to gain the support of Jews to use their fiscal power. Germans and
Russians were also in contact with American Jews to influence the American
administration. Alarmed by the lobbying efforts of the other belligerents, the
British contacted Jewish elites in America to push the US into the war on the side
of the entente powers and for Russian Jews to keep Russia in war. As a gesture,
they welcomed Zionist aspirations about founding a Jewish homeland in Palestine
(Cleveland, 2018: 243).

Eventually, the British took Jews to their side and quickly began to award
them with a nation-state via the Balfour Declaration, which reads “1- His Majesty’s
Government accepts the principle that Palestine should be reconstituted as the
National Home of the Jewish People. 2— His Majesty’s Government will use its best
endeavours to secure the achievement of this objective and will discuss the
necessary methods and means with the Zionist Organisation” (KGse, 2018: 55). As
can be seen, there was a promise to the Zionist Organisation for a state while no
mention of the future of the Palestinians. While Arabs feared that the Balfour
Declaration would cause a large influx of Jews, the WZO was happy as it was their
first great success. The Prime Minister, Lloyd George, also confessed his
displeasure with the Palestinians by saying later that “We could not get in touch
with the Palestinian Arabs as they were fighting against us” (Terry, 2017: 195). In
addition, Churchill stated in one of his speeches that a Jewish state would be an
advantage to the British Empire (Makovsky, 2007: 62). Moreover, US President
Wilson’s administration also endorsed the declaration in 1917. Further support of
great powers can be seen in the League of Nations endorsement of the Balfour
Declaration and making the reconstituting of a Jewish state an international
obligation (Becker, 2011: 2).

Besides this, a ‘national home’ for Jews is mentioned in the terms of the Paris
Peace Conference, endorsed by all signatories, as well as in the terms of the San
Remo Conference, endorsed by allied powers (Hertz, 2008: 15). The allied powers
of World War | (Britain, France, Italy, and Japan) not only accepted the declaration
but also asked for its implementation (Bardaji, Steiner and Cohen, 2015).
Moreover, as Khalidi (2006: 32) argues, the Mandate for Palestine was
deliberately written by the British government to create a Jewish homeland and
to exclude the Palestinians from self-determination. Indeed, the Palestinians are
mentioned nowhere in the articles of the Mandate as a people, nor is the term
‘self-determination’ used in relation to them. Conversely, Article two and six of
the Mandate clearly state that the Mandatory shall secure the establishment of
the Jewish National Home (Eakin, 2011). Practices of the British rulers also indicate
that they were enabling the establishment of Jewish para-state institutions. While
Jews had the self-governing institutions that a formal state had, the Palestinians
were mainly governed by the local British authority.
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In furthering the aim of self-governance, allowing new waves of migration
and land allocation and purchasing strengthened the position of Jews and
assisted them to take more steps toward an independent Israeli state. While
76,400 Jewish migrants came to Palestine from Europe in the first ten years of the
mandate, the total number of Jews increased almost ten times until 1948 (Hadavi,
1957). In addition, the British mandate allowed Jews to buy miri (state lands) and
Mawat (an Ottoman term meaning uncultivated wasteland far from populated
areas). While Zionists claim that Jews bought lands from Palestinians, Saleh (2020:
4-7) stresses that only less than 1% of Palestinian lands were bought from
Palestinian Arabs during the Mandate period. Regarding the rest of the lands,
while feudal landlords from outside Palestine (mainly Lebanese) sold 625,000
dunams to Jews, the local British authority granted 300,000 dunams and sold
220,000 dunams to them with a nominal fee. These figures may be contested by
Zionists, but a United Nations report prepared in 1980 confirms Saleh’s claims
(United Nations, 1980). Consequently, although Jews owned 2% of land at the
beginning of the Mandate period, the amount rose to around 6% in 1947.
Fischbach (2008) conversely claims that Jewish companies owned 20% of
Palestine in 1948.

The British policy is seen as a facilitation of Jewish colonisation by many
scholars. Forman and Kedar (2003: 123) quote from many Israeli scholars, who
name it different terms such as ‘dual colonialism’ and ‘non-formal colonialism’. As
Al-Hizmawi asserts, the British were not mediating, but helping Jews for nation-
building against poor Palestinians (in Forman and Kedar, 2003: 502). For example,
the British government formed the Peel Commission that finally proposed the
partition of Palestine, further legitimising the Jewish state thanks to Zionist lobby
efforts (Mayamey, 2010: 13). Although the offer of the Commission was rejected
by the government, the partition decision of the UN was inspired by it. In 1947,
the UN General Assembly accepted Resolution 181 for the partition of Palestine
into two states: one Arab and the other Jewish. As per the decision, the
Palestinians, who were a majority at that time, would take 44% of the land, while
the Israeli state of Jews, who were a small minority at that time, would possess
the remaining 56%. The reason for giving more land to Israel was to let it absorb
new immigration waves, but the given lands were not of a predominantly Jewish
population. The British left Palestine, and Israeli leaders declared independence,
in May 15, 1948. The United States recognised Israel minutes after proclamation,
followed by the Soviet Union and other countries.

While the US is the first de facto recogniser of Israel, the first de jure
recognising country is the Soviet Union (Kramer, 2017: 3). Regarding American
support, one year before independence, the US administration had supported
“The Partition Plan” in late 1947, and President Truman and the Congress had
welcomed the migration of more Jews (Al Sarhan, 2017: 462). It was Truman that
played the decisive role for the independence of Israel. Some authors even argue
that the Israeli State could not have survived without Truman’s support in its first
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years. According to Kramer (2017: 2), when Truman was introduced to a Jewish
audience after his presidency in 1953, he called himself Cyrus, the ancient Persian
king that helped Jews to return back to Jerusalem from the Babylonian exile. In
fact, some of Truman’s close accomplices were against an independent Jewish
state. For example, Foreign Minister George Marshall had warned Truman not to
recognise Israel or, otherwise, he would not work for Truman’s re-election (Oren,
2008: 124). However, Truman, whose closest friend was a Jew, neglected all
criticisms and warnings, and recognised Israel.

Regarding the Soviet Union’s attitude towards the foundation of Israel, the
leader of the Iron Maiden bloc recognised the new state shortly after the US
recognition. Israel was a state of Jewish immigrants, most of whom came from
Russia and Eastern Europe. One of the reasons of the immigration were the
pogroms directed against the Jews there. Therefore, Jews were not on good
terms with the Russians. Moreover, the Israeli state posited itself in the capitalist
blog, i.e. opposite to the Soviet Union. On the other hand, the Soviets allied with
the Arabs, the archenemies of Israel. Based on these facts, one may think that the
Soviet Union should have opposed the independence of Israel. However, new
revelations have proven that Stalin staunchly supported the foundation of the
Jewish state. According to Johnson (1998), Soviet leader Joseph Stalin was the
founding father of Israel although he hated Jews and Zionism. He knew that the
only way to undermine the British influence in the Middle East was to support
Jews instead of Arabs (Katz, 1998: 3). Thus, he asked the Czech government to
sell weapons to Israel, a turning point for the Arab-Israeli War of 1948. When
Gromyko, Soviet ambassador to the UN, said in 1947 that “The Soviet Union would
still prefer a single Arab-Jewish state with equal rights for the Jews and Arabs. But if
this (is) impossible to implement there was da justifiable alternative: the partition of
Palestine into two independent single states, one Jewish and one Arab”, Israeli
envoys shocked (Kramer, 2017: 5). From this speech onwards, Israelis believed
that their country would be recognised globally. Israel’s first ambassador to the
UN, Abba Eban, once said that without Soviet arms and a vote in favour of
partition, Israel could not have come into being (Kramer, 2017: 5).

Besides Western support for a Jewish state, Western hatred of Jews might
also be a factor for its establishment. In Germany, Jews were unwanted people
by the Nazi administration. In 1933, the Haavara Agreement was signed by Nazi
Germany and German Zionists, making migration of 60,000 Jews to Palestine
possible. In addition, other Jews, whether voluntarily or by escaping from Nazis,
migrated to Palestine. Migration from Eastern Europe and Russia was also
continuing. On the other hand, besides torture, Zionist groups argue that Nazis
killed six million Jews, a number that must be clarified as it is not historically
proven. Yet many scholars argue that the Holocaust was persuasive for other
countries to support a Jewish state. Through this support, they consoled their
conscience and fulfilled their humanitarian duty against Jews. According to
Kleinman (2002), it was the Holocaust that swayed world opinion for the UN

Beytiilmakdis Arastirmalari Dergisi, 2020, 20 (2)

-
O
vi



IS |brahim KARATAS

Journal of Islamicjerusalem Studies, 2020, 20 (2)

-
O
(=)}

approval of the State of Israel. In addition, since Jews were not assimilated in the
countries they lived, there were prejudices, discriminations, defamation and
hatred against them. The exclusionary behaviours against Jews even turned into
pogroms on several occasions long before the Holocaust. It was clear that Jews
were an unwanted community in European societies. Therefore, when a Jewish
home in Palestine appeared on the agenda, many states saw it as an opportunity
to rid themselves of their Jewish population. Hence, if Jews decided to immigrate
to Palestine, they would not oppose the migration of Jews to Palestine, and
indeed they did not. For example, Hitler made a deal with David Ben Gurion called
the ‘transfer agreement’ that permitted Jews to migrate to Palestine in exchange
for their properties. Nazi Germany also tried to forcibly send Jews to Madagascar
in 1940 (Browning, 2004: 81). Besides Germany, Italian Fascists proposed a Jewish
self-governing territory in northeast Ethiopia (Time, 1938). Stalin also tried to
gather Jews in far eastern territories of Russia in a Jewish autonomous oblast
called Birobidzhan (Rosen, 2004). There were more attempts to create an
autonomous Jewish homeland in various parts of the world (Japan, the US,
Tasmania, Guyana, etc.) However, Jews were reluctant to leave Europe until they
incurred the massacre in World War Il. It should be noted here that the people of
the home countries in which they lived hated Jewish wealth, Jews’ influence in
economy, politics, culture and social life and their resistance to assimilation. In
addition, Jews were accused of having a role in the slaughter of 20 million Soviet
citizens under Bolshevist ideology (MacDonald, 2007: 38). Therefore, a Jewish
country would not be opposable by locals.

ZIONIST EFFORTS FOR ESTABLISHING THE STATE OF ISRAEL

The previous section examined the Western effect on the foundation of the State
of Israel. Although the support of the West was incontrovertible, it would be
misleading to ignore other factors that led to the creation of a Jewish state in
Palestine. First, the WZO was established solely for the goal of founding of a
Jewish state. Second, Jews as a people were rich, generally educated and
qualified people with enormous wealth that would enable them to reach their
goals. Third, perhaps not as a people but individually, and as small communities in
various countries of Europe, Jews were involved in colonisation, industrial
revolution and ideological clashes. They were quite powerful, but their power was
divided. Hence, the only way for them to realise their goals was to unite, organise
and centralise their power and establish a network among Jews, which was to be
independent of borders.

It was the WZO that initiated and organised Jewish movement for creating a
national home in Palestine. The WZO was founded by Theodor Herzl and his
colleagues at the First Zionist Congress convened in Basel in 1897. The goal of the
organisation was stated as establishing a legal home in Eretz Israel (Palestine)
(Knesset, 2008). Thus, one of the main duties of Zionists became the diverting of
Jews to Palestine. In fact, the late 1800s witnessed Jewish migration from Eastern
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Europe to Western Europe due to anti-Semitic pogroms happening in Russia in
1881 (Kayyali, 1997: 103). However, Jews were not welcomed in the new
destinations, further increasing anti-Semitist sentiments. Therefore, the WZO and
Rothschilds began to deal with migration and encouraged Jews to settle in
Palestine. Moreover, Zionism was argued to be a nationalist movement rather
than being religious. Zionists as Jewish nationalists were influenced by nationalist
movements in Europe in the 19th century. Many members of WZO had nothing to
do with religion. However, they wielded Biblical promises in order to justify Zionist
ideology and attract Jews. Yet, it can still be argued that religion was a crucial
factor in Zionist ideology (see evidence below). In addition, what was helping
them boost Jewish nationalism was anti-Semitism in Europe. The more anti-
Semitism increased, the more Zionism became popular among Jews. Therefore,
anti-Semitism became a useful tool for Zionists in order to take root and grow
among Jewish communities.

As soon as the WZO was founded, Theodor Herzl started to seek the support
of great powers for a Jewish state in Palestine. He travelled to Istanbul and
Palestine to meet the Sultan of Ottoman Empire and Wilhelm Il of Germany (Israel
Information Center, 2004: 3). However, Herzl failed to persuade them, although
he supposedly offered the Sultan to pay the entire foreign debt of the Ottoman
Empire. He then turned to Britain and visited top British officials including Colonial
Secretary Joseph Chamberlain with the help of Lord Rothschild. Herzl returned
with the British proposal of an autonomous Jewish region in Uganda (in today’s
Eldoret region of Kenya), but he and other members of the Zionist Congress
rejected the idea (Saylor, 2011: 7). Refusal of Uganda as a homeland and the
insistence on Palestine are regarded as a clue that religion was a part of Zionist
ideology since they refused the British proposal and insisted on Muslim Arab-
populated Palestine, which was difficult to secede from the Ottoman Empire.

Whether religious or national, the Zionist ideology was able to obtain support
from the British Empire as Palestine was to be occupied by the colonial power
during the World War 1. In 1917, British Foreign Secretary Balfour wrote a letter to
Lord Baron de Rothschild that they accepted the idea of a Jewish national home
in Palestine. This may be regarded as a grant from the British Empire, or a decision
that is in the interest of the British, but they might not have given such a decision
had there not been rich and influential Jews like Lord Rothschild and Jewish
intellectuals. For example, Chaim Weizzmann and Nahum Sokolov of WZO visited
Britain many times to present their projects for Palestine. What is more, when
they wished to meet cabinet members, Jewish minister Herbert Samuel assisted
them to do so. Besides that, Samuel explained to other cabinet members the
necessity for a Jewish homeland in Palestine (Samuel, 1915). Overall, ignoring the
efforts of the leading Jewish figures for the Balfour Declaration would be
misleading. Indeed, Jewish elites lobbied and pressured the British before and
after the Balfour Declaration. In 1877, British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli was
dreaming of a Jewish state under British protection. Another Jew, Sir Moses Haim
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Montefiore, visited Jerusalem seven times and worked for its development
(Saylor, 2011: 5). In addition, Louis D. Brandeis, an influential American Zionist,
pressured President Wilson to accept the Balfour Declaration (Al Sarhan, 2017:
461). Moreover, Truman’s decision to recognise Israel was partly due to his best
friend, who was a Jew (Oren, 2008: 124). Furthermore, Chaim Weizzmann was in
contact with the Soviet Union’s ambassador to the United Kingdom, who was also
a Jew (Kramer, 2017: 11). Therefore, Jewish lobbyism was active long before the
foundation of Israel, and it was surrounding policymakers of great powers to
persuade them accept their request.

Another characteristic of Jews was that they were wealthier than other
communities in the countries in which they lived. According to Windolf (2009: 1-
5), who researched Jewish wealth between 1900 and 1933, while the number of
Jews was 1% in German population, 25% of members of the core corporate
network had a Jewish background. In the United States, 4.3% of top managers of
large corporations were Jewish. The situation in the United Kingdom was no
different than in the US and Germany. Regarding the Rothschild family that
funded the WZO and the Jewish migration to Palestine, they were the richest
family of the European continent and were called the Central Bank of Europe
(Cook, 2019). In addition, as stated above, what was influencing British thinking
about the Jews was their wealth, a factor that convinced politicians like Churchill
to give them a home in Palestine. Moreover, when Theodor Herzl wanted
Palestine from Ottoman Sultan, he offered to pay the Empire’s whole debt to
Europe. This fact shows that, fiscally, Jewish diaspora was more powerful than
the Ottoman Empire.

Using this wealth, land was bought by Jews in Palestine in the first half of the
20th century and thousands of Jews migrated to their future state. With the
establishment of the Palestine Jewish Colonisation Association (PICA) by Baron
Edmond de Rothschild, who became the largest Jewish landowner in Palestine for
a while, more land was bought. According to Halbrook (1981: 368), while Jewish
landownership was initially 22.500 acres (0.09%) in 1882, it became 225.000 acres
(0.8%) in 1900, 865.000 acres (3.2%) in 1927, 1.231.000 acres (4.7%) in 1936 and
1.734.000 acres (6.6%) in 1947. Some of the land was bought from local Arabs with
quite high prices with much of this land allocated by the British. Parallel to land
acquisition, the number of migrants rose year by year. The first wave of European
Jewish migrants arrived in Palestine in 1882. According to Ottoman records, the
Palestinian population in 1878 was 462,465 inhabitants, of whom 15,011 were
Jews. By 1914, the Jewish population rose to 60,000, while Arab inhabitants
numbered 683,000 (Beinin and Hajjar, 2014: 2). According to the census of 1931,
the Jewish population was 174,600 (17%), while the rest, including non-Arabs was
861.200. Finally, one year before the establishment of Israel, i.e. in 1947, the
Mandate Authority estimated that there were 589,341 (31%) Jewish inhabitants
and 1,908,775 other people, mainly Arabs, in Palestine (Halbrook, 1981: 365). It is
obvious that without Jewish institutions, migration could not be organised, and
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migrants might not have found a shelter in Palestine. In other words, land
purchasing and migration was an organised policy steered by legal and illegal
Jewish NGOs.

On the other hand, Arab states were in conflict with each other about the
future of Arab Palestine. According to Khader (2017: 23), Transjordan Hashemites
tried to annex Arab Palestine and made negotiations with Israelis about their plan.
However, Egypt and Syria opposed this idea and worked hard to prevent it. In
return, Transjordan was concocting Arab League’s plans about the Palestinian
state. Actually, Egypt, Syria, Transjordan and Iraq sent troops to Palestine during
the first Arab-Israeli War of 1948, but since they were less equipped and their
troops were poorly trained, they were defeated. As a result, Israel increased the
percentage of its territory from 56% to 77%. Arab armies were defeated in the
following wars as well, causing more occupation of Palestinian lands. In fact,
Palestine was not of extraordinary concern of Arab states. One reason is that they
were struggling to manage their own domestic and external threats. Even now,
many Arab countries still do not enjoy stability since independence. Therefore,
Palestine was/ is a secondary case. Second, in distancing themselves, Arab
regimes were reluctant to counter Israel for the lands of their ‘cousins’. Third, as
mentioned above, they preferred to annex Palestine instead of fighting for its
independence. In other words, they wanted to see Palestine as one of their
provinces rather than an independent state. However, obviously the occupation
of Palestine by Israel was not something they favoured, either. On the other hand,
Zionists also did not want an independent Palestine. According to Mearsheimer
and Walt (2006: 10), the Zionist leadership never accepted a bi-national state or
partition, basing their arguments on David Ben-Gurion’s statement that Zionists
will abolish the Palestinian state and expand to the whole Palestine after the
formation of the Jewish state. While they evacuated Arabs from ‘Israeli’ state with
‘Plan Delat’, they also occupied Arab Palestine as soon as the first Arab-Israeli War
began.

Meanwhile, while the Arab Streets were full of Israeli hatred, not all Western
leaders were philo-Semitists. Some policymakers did not have favourable views
about Jews, but they were too intimidated to disclose them in public. According
to Kayyali (1997: 101), as White House tapes revealed, Richard Nixon did not make
good remarks about Jews. In addition, Truman’s Foreign Secretary Marshall was
against the recognition of Israel. Furthermore, Dwight Eisenhower vetoed
weapons sales to Israel and his Defence Secretary John Foster Dulles described
Israel as “the millstone around our necks” and threatened to sanction it during the
Suez Crisis of 1956 (Oren, 2008: 124). Moreover, Wilson had widespread prestige
in the Arab World due to his ideas. Thus, he was reluctant to endorse the Balfour
Declaration but could not stand against his Jewish friend’s insistence (Al Sarhan,
2017: 461). Regarding Britain, it had impeded Jewish migration several times, e.g.
through the issuance of a White Paper that halted migration. The Soviet Union
was also not pro-Jewish but their strategic interests in the Middle East forced
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them to endorse Israeli independence. Otherwise, Stalin, known for being
staunchly anti-Semitist, would not have recognised Israel.

Since the United Kingdom was not able to maintain its global imperialism
after World War Il, it was replaced by the US. Therefore, the Western bloc came
under the leadership of the US government and made decisions on behalf of the
rest of the West. Thus, the US approach to Israel almost meant a Western
approach. In fact, Israel was not an indispensable country for the US or for the
West until the Six-Day War. When Israel defeated Arabs in 1967, the US began to
rely on Israel and supported it. As a result, it began to give aid to Israeli state in
the form of cash or weapons, which still continues. According to Freilich (2017:
135), total US assistance to Israel from 1949 to 2016 was 125 billion USD and the
amount will be around 170 billion USD by 2028. The annual US aid is equal to 1% of
Israel’s GDP, 3% of its national budget, or 20% of its defence budget. The question
here is whether Israel can live without US aid or not. It is clear that it can do
without it even if it has to tighten its belt in areas like education, health, military,
etc. Therefore, the U.S aid is not a sine qua non for Israel.

The support of the US, whether fiscal, military or any other type, is claimed
to stem from the power of Jewish/Israeli lobby (Mast, 2014). No other interest
groups in the US have been able to divert US foreign policy so successfully away
from what American interests would otherwise require (Mearsheimer and Walt,
2006: 1). Thanks to the influence of the Israeli lobby, the US has always vetoed
anti-Israel resolutions in the United Nations Security Council, given full diplomatic
support, granted the largest military aid, ignored Israeli nuclear weapons, and so
on. Israeli and American Jews have great impact on the Congress, media and
academia through pressure, donations or by using lobby firms like AIPAC, ADL,
JINSA, etc. There were occasions when 400 out of 435 congressional
representatives, or 99 out of 100 senators supported Israel. Some of them openly
said that their number one priority was Israel. However, American support for the
security and serenity of Israel and spending billions of USD is questioned by some
American scholars. They claim that although the US army fought in several wars
in the Middle East, Israel did not give support to American troops. In addition,
Israel stole sensitive classified data, did not obey US instructions and sold US
military technology to China, indicating that it is not a loyal ally (Mearsheimer and
Walt, 2006: 5-6). Moreover, absolute support of Israel has caused the growth of
American hatred among Arab people. Therefore, US sacrifice for Israel, led to Arab
opposition and attacks onto American forces. On the other hand, Chomsky (1991:
22) thinks that the power of the Jewish lobby is exaggerated and can easily
become ineffective if American interests require otherwise.

Assuming for a while that the US no longer gives aid to Israel, can the latter
survive without American aid? Articles published in Israeli and Jewish diaspora
newspapers argue that Israel may suffer, but it may even be better for the country
as an independent Israel will be forced to produce its indigenous weapons,
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thereby eventually will not feel the lack of American aid (Pfeffer, 2019). They also
claim that Israel can ally with either Russia or China, or both. Professor Sami Al-
Arian, a Palestinian scholar, said in an interview exclusive to this study that Israel
can survive, but with great difficulty (Al-Arian, 2020). Given that Israel has an
advanced defence industry and sophisticated weapons like atomic bombs, it can
defend itself without foreign support unless there is a sudden destructive attack.
However, the lack of US support will certainly force Israel to negotiate and give
concessions to the Palestinians and other Arab states. When Israel is alone, it will
not probably remain deaf to requests of the Arab street and it may compromise
with its neighbours to ensure its security. However, currently, since it relies on US
military, political, economic and diplomatic power, it does not need to step back.
For instance, it would probably accept the two-state solution had there not been
US support. Besides, US support is so vital that if Arab states such as the UAE,
Bahrain, Egypt and Saudi Arabia are signing peace deals with Israel, it is not
because they want to get closer to Tel Aviv but Washington. Overall, Israel would
survive without the US aid and support, but it would have to give concessions and
face more difficulties.

ASSESSMENT ABOUT WHETHER ISRAEL IS A WESTERN OR ZIONIST PROJECT

It can be assessed that Israel was created by the West due to several reasons.
Before discussing them, it should be admitted that Jews had a role in founding
Israel, though it was relatively small. Jewish wealth, qualified human power, the
need for a national home to escape from anti-Semitic discrimination and pogroms
and so forth, were all advantages of Zionists. Wolfshonn (1993) might be
exaggerating when he says Israel was founded primarily due to social, political,
economic and military achievements of Zionists, but he is still right to some
extent. This is because a Jewish state was an existential matter for Zionists and
they dedicated all their power towards its creation. The WZO, the efforts of
Zionist individuals like Herzl and Weizzmann, donations of the Rothschilds,
lobbying, the establishment of close relations with policymakers of great powers,
forming militant groups in Palestine, organising and coordinating migration,
purchasing lands, religious motives, nationalist sentiments, etc. all of these were
self-created reasons by Jews to establish a Jewish state.

However, none of these factors were enough to establish a homeland in
Palestine. Israel was established by Western countries led by the British Empire
because, first, culturally, Judeo-Christian culture is the basic common point
between the two. While their religions are quite close to each other, their
lifestyles are even closer since most Jewish migrants came from Europe. A
European might feel alien in an Arab country, but he/she may feel at home in
‘Israel’. In addition, Evangelical Protestants believed what was written in the Old
Testament and they aimed to help Jews to return back to their promised lands
from the mid-1800s onwards. Therefore, the establishment of Israel was deemed
a religious duty by some Christians and particularly Christian Zionists. Second,
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Jewish wealth occupied the attention of Westerners. From Napoleon Bonaparte
to Winston Churchill, Western leaders tried to utilise Jews’ money and so offered
a Jewish home for the sake of that money. Thus, Western powers indirectly traded
Palestine to Jews for enormous capital. In other words, it was a commercial
transaction. Third, Jewish hatred always existed in Europe and was reflected in
anti-Semitic behaviour. From Eastern Europe to Western Europe, Jews were an
unwanted community, whom Europeans thought unassimilable, controlling all
aspects of life, and exploiting their resources. Such views even led to pogroms
and finally Holocaust. Hence, they supported a Jewish state, to which Jews may
migrate. Finally, the Jewish Holocaust might have hurt the conscience of
Europeans and encouraged them to recognise Israel. Meanwhile, the rationale
behind Russians’ support for a Jewish home was not only their desire to get rid of
Jews but also to break British influence in the ‘Middle East’. Therefore, it was
political rather than humanitarian.

On the other hand, besides Western and Zionist efforts, overlapping
interests, suitable timing of establishment, e.g. post-Holocaust years and the
beginning of the Cold War, weak rivals of Jews, namely Arabs, the lack of a Muslim
protector state like the Ottoman Empire, and the clashing interests of the
Western and Soviet bloc in the ‘Middle East’ were factors that helped the
foundation of Israel without any Jewish involvement. In addition, Jews were
never in a position to found their state without foreign support. First of all, Jews
were divided not only geographically but also notionally. Not all Jews were
supporting of the idea of an independent Jewish state. Those favouring a state
were not comprising a big enough population that could achieve their goals. Also,
as they were relocated with the permission of the British, they owe even the
number of their population to the British. Second, Jews were strong in terms of
soft power but quite weak in the context of hard power. They would not have
founded Israel without the endorsement of the British government. Neither
during the Ottoman era nor the British mandate would they have been able to
secure a homeland by fighting. Hence, it can be argued that the foundation of
Israel was all attributable to the support and permission of foreign powers.

CONCLUSION

This study attempted to ascertain whether Israel was a Western or Zionist project
and has concluded that it was founded by the British Empire, backed by other
Western powers. The West wished to keep Jewish wealth closer and Jews farther
from themselves. The British Empire, France and even Germany tried to benefit
from Jewish money in return for a permanent home for Jews in Palestine. In
addition, they used Jews against each other due to clashing interests in the
‘Middle East’. While the French failed against the British in terms of exploiting
Jews, Soviet leader Stalin tried the same tactic by supporting the independence
of Israel in 1948 so as to break British power in the region. On the other hand,
Americans supported a Jewish homeland due to their sympathy towards Judaism
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and trust in Biblical claims about Palestine. Another factor that made Europeans
support Israeli state was to purify society from Jews. Anti-Semitism was at its peak
level in the 19th and the 20th century, sometimes culminating in pogroms.
Therefore, in line with this study’s theory that a nation-state can be founded by
its adversaries, they welcomed a national home for Jews, to which they could
emigrate. Overall, a Jewish state was a strategic tool for the West rather than
being a Western branch in the ‘Middle East’, at least before its independence.

On the other hand, the Jewish diaspora under the leadership of Zionists tried
to found their own state in the lands from where they were expelled 2000 years
earlier. While not all Jews supported the idea, rising anti-Semitism and the
Holocaust convinced them of the necessity of a state. Zionists used all their assets
to persuade the British Empire for a Jewish national home and to obtain the
support of other countries for legitimacy. Eventually, by spending an enormous
amount of money, lobbying, organising migration, forming militant groups and
putting pressure on Western politicians, the State of Israel was founded.
Therefore, their role in creating Israel should not be underestimated. However,
their soft power was not adequate to found a state without the support of
Western powers. Consequently, this study argues that Israel was founded in
Palestine with the help and permission of Western powers.
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INTERPRETATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL
AS A STATE ACCORDING TO THE BARAKAH CIRCLE THEORY
OF BAYT AL-MAQDIS

Mehmet Sirin CENGiz*

ABSTRACT: Bayt al-Maqdis has witnessed the birth of three Abrahamic
religions. The city is also unique for long being the place in which members of
these religions have lived together as neighbours. However, it has always been
a targeted territory in which Western powers desired power and domination
over the region. The Crusaders’ period (1098-1187) and the ongoing Israeli
occupation are dark pages in the history of the city and region. This is
especially with respect to the establishment of the Zionist Israeli state in the
Middle East, which has led to several, economic, cultural, and political conflicts
affecting the region to this day. With reference to this uniqueness of Bayt al-
Maqdis, this paper aims to interpret the occupation of Bayt al-Maqdis and the
establishment of Israel as a state in the heart of the Muslim East, along with
its multi-dimensional consequences, according to the Barakah Circle Theory of
Islamicjerusalem introduced by Abd al-Fattah Muhammad El-Awaisi.

KEYWORDS: Palestine, Islamicjerusalem, lIsrael, Barakah Circle Theory,
Barakah, Hawlahu.
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INTRODUCTION
“Eyes shining, mouths open, triumphant, they savoured the right of domination.”
The quote is from Chapter 1 of the Lord of the Flies by William Golding (1954)."
As the boys explore the island, they claim ownership of it, claiming the ‘right of
domination’. The boys feel entitled to the land, and Jack’s obsession in hunting
pigs is a reflection of his entitlement and desire to hold power. This quote
illustrates Golding’s assertion that the desire for power and the aptitude for
‘domination’ exists in everyone and will emerge if given the opportunity. Similarly,
the ‘Middle East’ and Islamicjerusalem’ have always been a target territory in
which Western powers have sought to claim power and domination of the region
for various reasons since the 19'" and 20* centuries. Since then, and right up to
the current establishment of Israel as a state, the region has been dominated,
colonised and ruled directly by the Western powers. This domination continues
even today under different forms. Establishment of Israel as a state is a reflection
of this desire for domination.

*
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Bayt al-Maqdis is a unique city in which the members of the three Abrahamic
religions have lived very close to each other as neighbours on relatively very
narrow land. This is a situation has been encountered in Islamic cities such as
Cordoba and Istanbul. However, it should be emphasised that Bayt al-Maqdis has
a special place amongst all these cities. The city has an exceptional place in the
history of religion and civilisation of humankind, with such landmarks as the
Church of the Resurrection and Al-Agsa Mosque (al-Harem al-Sharif), including al-
Jami‘ al-Agsa, Dome of the Rock, the Buraq Wall and other religious-historical
structures. Throughout history, the city experienced times of religious and
cultural peace and tranquillity under Muslim rule. The Crusader period (1098-1187)
and the ongoing Israeli occupation remain as dark pages in the history of the city
and region. This is especially with respect to the establishment of the state of
Israel in the ‘Middle East’ which has led to several economic, cultural, political and
many other issues that have affected the region until now. Specifically, Palestine
has been a core problem at both the regional and international level. Said has
argued that with respect to the “Question of Palestine”, “as outcast, as
transnational, extraterritorial being, as oppressed nonentity inside Israel, the
Palestinian is confirmed as central to, or at the core of, the Middle East problem”
(1992: 169). With reference to this uniqueness of Bayt al-Maqdis, this paper aims
to interpret the occupation of Bayt al-Maqdis and the establishment of Israel as a
state in the heart of the Middle East, along with its multi-dimensional
consequences, according to the Barakah Circle Theory of Islamicjerusalem
introduced by Abd al-Fattah Muhammad El-Awaisi (al-Maqdisi).

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The political effects of geography have been discussed since at least the ancient
Greek era. The term emerged as a result of these arguments. Geopolitics was first
coined as a term by the Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellén and is defined
briefly as “... the science which deals with the influence of geographic factors on the
creation and existence of states and the analysis of the geographic influences on
power relationships in international relations” (Haggman, 1998). Western scholars,
including Alfred Thayer Mahan, Halford Mackinder and Friedrich Ratzel have
attempted to describe historical events and contemporary problems using their
own theories of geopolitics. There have been scholars of geography such as
Gamal Hamdan (1928-1993) whose work encompassed the consideration of
geography along with history, sociology, politics and culture, but the attempts of
these scholars were either limited to one specific location and were still far from
developing any theories of geopolitics. Thus, all previous theories of geopolitics
were developed by Western politics. The new theory of geopolitics, the Barakah
Circle Theory of Islamicjerusalem, introduced by El-Awaisi (2006) has a unique
significance in terms of having been developed by a Muslim and Eastern scholar
to enable the understanding of the significance of Islamicjerusalem as a region
and in interpreting historical and current issues both at national and international
levels.
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The Barakah Circle Theory of Islamicjerusalem is based on two key concepts,
barakah and hawlahu, derived from the Qur’an and adopted to the well-known
“Circle Theory” in political science: Barakah meaning blessing, richness, fertility,
and Hawlahu carrying the meaning of surrounding (Qur’an, 21:71, 21:81, 34:18, and
7:137). According to the verse, Barakah flourishes in circles from the Al-Agsa
Mosque to other parts of the world. The richness of the land has been referred to
in several writings. The English poet George Sandys, for instance, spoke of the
land as “...a land that flowed with milk and honey; in the midst as it were of the
habitable world, and under a temperate clime; adorned with beautiful mountains
and luxurious valleys; the rocks producing excellent waters; and no part empty of
delight or profit” (cited in Said, 1992: 11). The English historian and author Edward
Gibbon (1846) addresses to the extraordinary fertility of the land’s soil, the
opulence and beauty of its cities and purity of its air. In the works of the medieval
Arab and Muslim geographers, the region is also described as “Filastin is watered
by the rains and the dew. Its trees and its ploughed lands do not need artificial
irrigation; and it is only in Nablus that you find the running waters applied to this
purpose. Filastin is the most fertile of the Syrian provinces” (Said, 1992: 11). Placing
Al-Agsa Mosque and Bayt al-Maqdis to the centre of the theory as the first circle,
the second circle covers Bilad Al-Sham (Historical Syria), some parts of Egypt and
Eastern Mediterranean Sea while the third circle covers lands in Turkey, the rest
of Egypt, Iraq, parts of Saudi Arabia and the Mediterranean Sea. Politically
speaking, the main argument of the theory is that all circles are linked to one
another and those who control the first circle will control the rest of the world.

Being in the centre and first circle of the theory, what makes Bayt al-Maqdis
and the first circle so important for the theory? The city of Al-Quds and the region
of Palestine have had several names throughout history and some of these names
continue to change due to several reasons while other names have perished (El-
Awaisi K, 2011). El-Awaisi introduces a new terminology to define Bayt al-Maqdis
and to address the significance of the first circle and the region within the borders
of this circle:

Islamicjerusalem (one word) is a unique region laden with a rich historical
background, religious significances, cultural attachments, competing political
and religious claims, international interests and various aspects that affect the
rest of the world in both historical and contemporary contexts. It has a central
frame of reference and a vital nature with three principal intertwined elements:
its geographical location (land and boundaries), its people (population), and its
unique and creative inclusive version, to administer that land and its people, as
a model for multiculturalism, cultural engagement and Aman (peaceful co-
existence and mutual respect) (El-Awaisi, 2006: 11).

With reference to the definition, the first significance of the region is its historical
background. The history of Palestine dates back to the Late Bronze Age and
throughout this approximately 3500 years, it was home to many civilisations
including Canaanites, Romans, Persians, Arabs and Ottomans. The region also
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witnessed the birth of three Abrahamic religions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
This religious and historical diversity has led the followers of these religions to
make political and territorial claims over the land, giving rise to some of the most
apparent sources of current conflict in the region.

The region also has geopolitical importance at the national and international
level. According to the Barakah Circle Theory, there are four geopolitically and
strategically vital countries: Turkey as the centre of non-Arab Muslims in the
north, Egypt as the centre of Arab Muslims in the South, together with Iraq and
Syria. Islamicjerusalem, being at the centre of the “Middle East” and these four
countries, ties these territories and functions as a bridge between the Arab and
non-Arab Muslims of the region. Moreover, it is the gate to the “Middle East”, the
Arab World, and the other regions of Asia by being at the junction of Asia, Africa
and Europe. This geographical location along with its multi-religious and
multicultural dimensions have made it a land of wars, conflicts and struggles and
a target for the Western powers.

Yet, as clearly stated by El-Awaisi, in addition to being the centre of Barakah
and hope, together with its rich resources and landscapes, there are also three
other elements that should be highlighted: including its geographical location, its
people with different religious and ethnic entities, and its unique and creative
inclusive version. These can be the reference for a model of multiculturalism,
cultural engagement and peaceful co-existence and mutual respect, which is
suggested as being the only path towards ending the ongoing conflicts.

DISCUSSION

Bayt al-Maqdis, home to the first Qiblah of Muslims, is an Islamic city notable for
its historical and religious identity, architectural structure, and pluralist inclusive
culture. It was described by Dante Alighieri as “the city of peace and the centre of
the universe”, and in Pope Paul VI’'s words, “it is the world’s centre for religion and
peace” (cited in El-Khatib, 2001). After the conquest by the second Caliph Umar
ibn al-Khattab in 637-638 AD, the city became under Arab Muslim rule and began
to operate a new life by the end of the seventh century. Said (1992) describes this
new life that began almost immediately after the Muslim takeover: its boundaries,
characteristics -including its name in Arabic- and social and political structure
changed. Moreover, it became known as a famous region throughout the Muslim
World as much for its fertility and beauty as well as for its religious significance.
The reason for its religious significance and its conquering by the Muslims was
that the region was mentioned in numerous Qur’anic verses. Bayt al-Maqdis
witnessed, as the Qur’an states (Qur’an 17:1), a miraculous Night Journey, Al-Isra’,
by the Prophet Muhammad from Makkah to Jerusalem, and the heavenly
Ascension, Al-Mi’raj, when the prophet ascended from Jerusalem to Heaven (El-
Khatib, 2001; El-Awaisi, 1998). After the conquest, Caliph Umar assures an Aman,
(Assurance of Safety), by which he declared the recognition of the rights of
Christians and Jews (El-Awaisi, 2000). The churches were not destroyed and were
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instead taken under Muslim protection and left to their owners. In the framework
of the rights recognised by Islamic law, Jewish and Christian communities were
granted the rights to order their own religious affairs. Bayt al-Maqdis, in which the
followers of the three Abrahamic religions lived together (Kazmouz, 2011), has
been the centre of religious and ethnic pluralism, travel, aesthetic sensibility and
multi-national trade for hundreds of years, with the exception of the Crusader’s
invasion between 1099 and 1187. This period of peace continued during the rule of
Salah al-Din Al-Ayubi (1187-1193) and later the Mamluks and Ottomans (1517-1917).
It can be fairly asserted that the position of non-Muslim communities under
Muslim rule was far better than the suppressive Medieval Christian rule, especially
for the Jews.

This period of peace started to deteriorate during the imperialistic
movements of the Western powers. The first attempt was during the invasion of
Egypt by Napoleon. One year after Napoleon invaded Egypt in 1798, he attempted
to invade Palestine. He also issued a proclamation in 1799, offering Palestine as a
homeland to Jews under France’s protection (Weider, 1998). The French desire to
establish a state for the Jews demonstrates itself in the words of Alphonse de
Lamartine (1790-1869). After his trip to the region in 1832, he declared that the
collapse of the Ottoman state was near and suggested that the French
Government undertake an imperial or colonial project to take control of the ‘Holy
Land’ (Said, 1992; Marks, 1970). The ideas of Lamartine and other Western
politicians led to the emergence of an idea based on emptying the land to be
populated by a more deserving power. The words of Lamartine formed the basis
for the modern Zionist thinking and slogan formulated by Israel Zangwill for
Palestine toward the end of the century: a land without people, for a people
without land. Although the French could not realise this colonial and imperialistic
desire, the attempts continued with the British trying to control the region
through establishing a state for the Jews. The establishment of such a state was
considered as a step and tool for the British government to shape the future of
the region. This decision was negotiated by the Western powers in the
Convention of London in 1840 (Cargill, 1840).

Years after the Convention, the first Zionist Congress was held in Basel,
Switzerland. In 1896, the journalist Theodor Herzl published a book called “Der
Judenstaat”, the Jewish State, and the ideas in this book were discussed in this
Congress. Herzl advocated the establishment of the Jews’ own state and
developed this idea, especially against anti-Semitism in Europe. At the end of the
Congress, the Basel Program was published. This document envisaged the
establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine and the launch of the World
Zionism Organisation to achieve this goal. This document, therefore, aimed
towards the establishment of a Zionist state without a land.

In accordance with the recommendations of Lamartine, the first step to take
was to empty the land with the help of Western powers and to locate the Jewish
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settler-colonists (Masalha, 2018). Before 1897, very few Zionist immigrants were
in the region. By 1903, the number had already reached 25,000. Most of these
immigrants came from Eastern Europe and the Russian Federation. They lived
with almost half a million Arab residents of the region. Between 1904 and 1914, a
second wave of 40,000 migrants arrived at Palestine. The main motivation behind
these colonial settlements appears in the words of British politician and Foreign
Minister, Arthur James Balfour (1848-1930), who described the commitment of
the Western Powers to Zionism:

The four Great Powers are committed to Zionism. And Zionism, be it right or
wrong, good or bad, is rooted in age-long traditions, in present needs, in future
hopes, of far greater import than the desires and prejudices of the 700,000
[Palestine] Arabs who now inhabit that ancient land (cited in Masalha, 2018:
307).

Yet the settlement was not as large as desired because of Ottoman rule in
Palestine and its environs during the First World War. This situation persisted until
Sharif Hussain, supported by Britain, helped end the Ottoman rule in the region.
With the collapse of the Ottoman Empire at the end of the war, Britain occupied
the region by the end of 1917. On 25 April 1920, with the decision of the League of
Nations, Britain was given authority through its mandate of the region. When the
British convinced the Arabs of a revolt against the Ottomans, they made promises
to the Arabs for a change of authority. The most significant of these promises was
the establishment of a sovereign and united Arab state. Egyptian mandate
commander Sir Henry McMahon (1862-1949) promised independence to the
Arabs. However, France and England, as the victorious states of the war, divided
the region between themselves with the Sykes-Picot Treaty, which was signed
secretly in 1916. In Palestine, it envisaged the establishment of an international
administration. In 1917, Arthur Balfour vowed to establish a homeland for the
Jewish people in Palestine through his letter to the representative of the Zionists,
Lord Rothschild, known as the ‘Balfour Declaration’.

Between 1917 and 1947, when Palestine was under the British mandate,
Zionists completed the necessary work (military, political and social necessities)
with the help and support of Western states before they declared their
independence to the world. In 1947, England handed over the responsibility for
solving the Zionist-Arab conflict to the League of Nations. The region was shaken
by Zionist violence. The Jews now constituted one third of the population through
the increasing number of immigrants, yet only six percent of the land was in their
hands. However, the population gap was filled with the wave of immigrants
fleeing from Nazi persecution (during the Holocaust) in Europe. More people
meant the need for more land in which to relocate them, which was soon to be
realised by the United Nations (UN). A UN Special Committee proposed to divide
the region between Palestinian and Jews. Representatives of the Palestinians,
known as the Arab High Committee, rejected the offer but Jewish representatives
accepted it. The sharing plan left 56.47 percent of the Palestinian land to the
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Jewish state and 43.53 percent to an Arab state. According to the plan, Jerusalem
would be under international rule. On 29 November 1947, the UN General
Assembly approved the plan with a vote of 33 countries. 13 countries voted
against and 10 countries abstained. This UN partition plan resulted in the
dominance of Jews, who had once been the minority group.

However, the plan rejected by the Palestinians was never implemented. On
May 15 1948, Britain declared its intention to stop its mandate over Palestine. The
decision came into force when the last British troops left the area. With the
approval of the USA, the establishment of the Zionist Israeli state, was announced
to the world in Tel Aviv on 14 May 1948 (Yazar, 1991). Palestinians called this
“asil”) the “catastrophe”. Palestinians experienced more violence following the
dominance of the United States of America. US policy was even harsher than the
British one. The United States had planned to admit more Jewish refugees in the
region. This marked the rise of American support for Zionism. With the support of
the USA, the Jewish parties accelerated in their mobilisation of power, which was
used for the continuation of the “cleansing operations” by the Jewish militia in
Arab villages. The massacres, such as Deir Yasin, carried out in the region before
the establishment of this state, were in fact a signal of a new and greater
instability in the ‘Middle East’ which continues with the Israeli settlements in the
Palestinian territories (Yasar et al., 2003).

As mentioned earlier, Bayt al-Maqdis is the only holy city on earth in which
the members of three Abrahamic religions lived very close to each other as
neighbours in a very narrow space of land. The new definition introduced by EI-
Awaisi (2006) confirms the spiritual and historical significance of the Bayt al-
Maqdis to the three Abrahamic faiths by addressing its three elements: its
geographical location, its people and its unique and creative inclusive version.

However, in line with the colonial and imperial aims of the Western states,
the attempts and later establishment of a Zionist Jewish state in the Middle East
in 1948 have caused undeniable negative consequences. El-Awaisi also refers to
this point in his argument that the Israeli state is a threat for the people of
Palestine, the region, the concept of peace (its unique and creative inclusive
version), as well as the political order of the region. In our understanding of the
theory and the definition of Islamicjerusalem, El-Awaisi does not address only the
Muslim community but, as he highlights with respect to the ‘inclusiveness’ of the
region, he also refers to non-Muslims, including the local Christians and even the
Jews who had already been residing in Palestine. Edouard Sa’ab also mentions
that Israel as a Zionist state is based on racial discrimination and writes that:

The State of Israel has emerged, not as a humanitarian refuge, but as the
incarnation of neo-racism, which discriminates between Jews and Arabs, Zionist
and anti-Zionist Jews, and even between Western and Eastern Israeli citizens
(cited in Harkabi, 2017: 323).
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However, the cruellest violence, or ‘massacre’ to use the correct
terminology, was directed towards the Palestinians. The Palestinians had been
pushed out of their properties and homeland that they still believe they are
entitled to. While the Sykes-Picot Agreement between Britain and France divided
the Middle East during World War I, and the 1917 Balfour Declaration a year later
officially opened the Palestinian territories to the Jews, the region was left to
anarchy during the British mandate period (1920-48). Yasar et al. (2003) argues
that the Jews, who failed to overcome Abdulhamid Il (Oke, 1982), were now in
this land where the Sultan took great measures against the Jewish settlements.
After the collapse of the Ottomans, they began to systematically attack and
commit many types of violence against Muslims and Christians through terrorist
groups such as Haganah (1920-48), Stern/Lehi (1940-48) and Irgun (1931-48). Said
gives two examples of this violence: the first example is illustrated by the remarks
of Moshe Dayan in Haaretz in April 1969, saying:

We came to this country which was already populated by Arabs, and we are
establishing a Hebrew, that is a Jewish state here. In considerable areas of the
country we bought the lands from the Arabs [the total area was about 6
percent]. Jewish villages were built in the place of Arab villages. You do not
even know the names of these Arab villages, and | do not blame you, because
these geography books no longer exist; not only do the books not exist, the
Arab villages are not there either. Nahalal [Dayan's own village] arose in the
place of Mahalul, Gevat-in the place of Jibta, [Kibbutz] Sarid -in the place of
Haneifs and Kefar Yehoshua- in the place of Tell Shaman. There is not one place
built in this country that did not have a former Arab population (cited in Said,
1978: 4).

Said (1992: 14) calls the Jewish settlements and the violence used to establish
them as ‘systematic destruction’ and refers to one outraged lIsraeli, Professor
Israel Shahak, who reckons that:

...almost four hundred villages were thus eliminated, ... these villages were
destroyed completely, with their houses, garden-walls, and even cemeteries
and tombstones, so that literally a stone does not remain standing, and visitors
are passing and being told that it was all desert.

In the bipolar system of the Cold War, the situation in Palestine did not
change much. Israel conquered the entirety of the Palestinian territories,
including Eastern Jerusalem, in the War of 1967 and expanded its territory three
times larger. The war in 1973 completely strengthened Israel’s positions. After
each war and massacres, new people were added to the caravan of Palestinian
refugees. More than 200 decisions taken at the United Nations (UN) have
returned from the Security Council with a US veto, or those decisions without any
sanction remained as written articles with respect to the arbitrary practices of
Israel. These practices of Israel prove that Israel functions as the garrison and a
‘buffer’ state of the Western powers, especially the USA to realise their modern
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colonial and imperialistic aims in the region. Said (1992: 225) recalls the harsh and
destructive US policy after the establishment of Israel:

During the three years between 1974 and 1977, the United States played an
astonishingly destructive and irresponsible role. Henry Kissinger and the two
presidents he served gave Israel more arms in a shorter period of time than ever
in its history. U.S. policy was deliberately to ignore the Palestinians, to try to
whittle down Arab nationalist sentiment in the region, to force political
‘movement into bilateral, step-by-step processes. Always a domestic U.S. issue,
the question of Palestine seemed transmuted into a question of how Palestine
could be made to disappear into Egyptian or Syrian or Saudi policy.

The establishment of the Israeli state also started a series of Arab-Israeli wars
and political disorder in the region. The Arab-Israeli wars started in 1948 revealed
the discrepancies and insincerities of the Arab countries on the issue of Palestine,
as well as the strong Western support behind the Zionists. In the 1967 War, Egypt,
Jordan and Syria, who had lost their lands to Israel, approached the problem as a
domestic policy and pursued the rectification of their own losses. However, not
having a common plan of action or intention caused an inevitable result that the
process would work against Palestine. Although these Arab countries seemed to
have supported the Palestinians, their main motivations were to continue their
own rule in their sovereign states, and it must be said that they created a genuine
sense that they have followed the popular sense of nationalist involvement in the
Palestinian tragedy. We can see the proofs of this dilemma especially after the
1967 War. On the one hand, the Arab countries one after another attempted for
peace with Israel and for recognising Israel’s existence. On the other hand,
although the Palestinian cause was one of the top issues on every Arab
government’s agenda, the number of Palestinians that died at the hands of Arab
governments was high. Even today, Said points to the contradiction that there is
no room for the Palestinians in the peace negotiations to claim their rights, but
neither the other Arab governments nor the Western powers are holding seats
for them.

The word has gone out to the world now that Palestinians must be involved in
the peace process; but if you were to look for a Palestinian so involved you
would not find one. Instead the leaders of Egypt, Israel, the United States, and
others speak for the Palestinian, formulating his goals for him, his norms of
conduct. One senses that all doors are open to the Palestinian in theory, none
in reality (Said, 1992: 170)

According to the Barakah Circle Theory of Islamicjerusalem, Bayt al-Maqdis,
or Islamicjerusalem in El-Awaisi’s new definition, is the core of the region. Those
who succeed in controlling the core will control the whole region and the whole
world. Islamicjerusalem also functions as a bridge with its geo-strategic and geo-
political location, which ensures control of the Mediterranean Sea and the whole
region. Colonial and imperialistic invasion projects, which started with the
thoughts of Bonaparte and Lamartine, lost its unity as a result of the British ‘divide
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and rule’ policy and as a result divided the region into small de-facto states. After
the mandate period, the establishment of Israel as a ‘buffer state’ in the core of
the region was announced to the world. Since then, Israel has been used by
Western powers, especially the USA, as an instrument to continue their
imperialistic and hegemonic existence in the region. As is also proved by the
Barakah Circle Theory, there could not be any better place than Palestine to begin
constructing the modern hegemonic system. Before the establishment of Israel,
Britain was following these aims, and while the name of the governing power
changed, the system remained and continued in the same way in accordance with
requirements of the hegemonic system.

Said (1978) also affirms that these interests of the Western powers in the
Middle East were not innocent but contained imperial purposes. Said, in his
famous book Orientalism, described this situation as modern imperialism. It is
possible here to establish a connection with Said’s “Orientalism” and the
establishment of Israel. Orientalism creates a stereotypical image for both the
East and the West. The West is seen as rational, developed, human, democratic,
superior in all aspects, while the East is just the opposite. Israel and its state
structure and policies are shown to the world as the representative of the
Western World. Moreover, Ilia Xypolia argues that:

The stereotypes created by Orientalism contribute to the construction of a
hegemonic system designed to dominate the Orient and thus promote Western
imperialism. Therefore, Western imperialism still uses Orientalism as a
significant instrument (Xypolia, 2011: 27).

Today, the core of the ‘Middle East’ region is invaded by Israel. The argument
is that, as stated by Gamal Hamdan, Israel is a sum of dweller Jews collected from
different parts of the world (cited in Harkabi, 2017) that never broke its ties with
their previous residences, and they serve a wider and larger orientalist aim for the
Western powers (mainly the USA). The existence of Israel, therefore, provides
them several opportunities to secure their dominance over the states of the
region. Said’s expressions are of unique significance in showing US policy against
the unity between the governments of the region:

...structures of Arab unity and concentrated in a short-sighted way upon
retaining the jealously maintained barriers separating states in the area. Few
commentators have remarked that the whole trend in U.S. thinking about the
area, revealed in the Interim Agreements of 1975 between Israel and Syria and
Egypt, encouraged thought neither about the past nor the future but only the
present, that is, the (historically very unstable) status quo. The essence of this
trend, whose climax was the Camp David agreements, has been to shrink the
unit of political attention and importance; instead of seeing things in their
dynamic wholeness, regimes in the region were encouraged by the United
States to see them frozen in their present discreteness. .... The relations
between states, between cohabiting communities, between the problems of
the present and those of the past and future-all these seemed to be declared
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null and void... The United States took it upon itself to mediate between the
states, the people, and the institutions, making its interests its own highly
marketable view of things-the substitute for regional cooperation between
states and communities (Said, 1992: 170).

Itis clear from the above quotes that the policy of the US to separate the unity of
the Muslim states is a carbon copy of those of Bonaparte, Lamartine and the Brits.
This plan could not be better achieved than by the buffer state of Israel, which
was described by Hamdan, who was the first to refute the lie stating that the
current Jews are descendants of the Israelites, as “a patched-up state containing
various races speaking various different languages and representing various
continents” (cited in Harkabi, 2017: 323). The British and French invasions prior to
the establishment of Israel divided the political unity of the Ottomans and Egypt.
Egypt’s significance was mentioned by Egyptian scholar Gamal Hamad (1928-
1993), who was one of many Muslim scholars assassinated by Israel. In his famous
book, Egyptian Personality (1970, cited in Barakat, 1993: 4), he emphasises the
significance of Egypt for the Arab world stating that “Egypt has always been the
meeting place of the Arab family” and resembles the place of Egypt in the Arab
world to Cairo in Egypt. He argues that “If it is true that there is no Arab unity
without Egyptian leadership, it is probably as true to say that Egypt would lose its
leadership among the Arabs by failing to regain Palestine for the Arabs.”

This absence of Egypt leads to ongoing struggles for power between the
states of the region. States including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
are attempting to fill the gap and are claiming the leadership of the Arab and
Muslim World with the support of Israel. It is possible to associate these struggles
with Said’s ‘Orientalism’ as the Westerners did not only conquer the region
militarily but also ideologically.

Similar negative consequences are also experienced by the other three
significant states of the region according to the Barakah Circle Theory: Iraq, Syria
and Turkey. Both Iraq and Syria experienced political disorder after the Gulf War
in 1990-1991, several American invasions of Iraq and the ongoing war in Syria.
While there are no states in Syria and Iraq with ongoing wars, Egypt can be named
as a failed state with regard to its political dependence on Israel and the USA.
Turkey, as the potential leader of non-Arab Muslims, until recently has not
established any relations with the rest of the ‘Middle East’ mainly because of
several military coups and the shadowing of US policies. Thus, it is possible to
argue that the only condition for the re-awakening of the region and the Muslim
World is the unity of Egypt as the power of the Arab Muslims and Turkey as the
power of the non-Arab Muslims. It will then be possible to end the existence and
dominance of Israel and the other Western powers.
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CONCLUSION

Molla Sadra (1571-1641), who considers living with other people as the
indispensable element of human existence and wisdom, states that city life and
civilisation can be reached by living with different people in harmony (cited in
Kalin, 2016). Bayt al-Maqdis was one of the most unique examples of civilisation
with its geographical location and its people living in peace and harmony despite
its religious and ethnic diversity. However, the catastrophe that Palestine had
been subjected to by Zionism is unprecedented in the history of the modern world
and the Muslim World. Hegemonic, imperialistic and expansionist existence of the
Western powers in the ‘Middle East’, including France, Britain and the USA
resulted in the establishment of the Israeli state in the heart of the region, which
has been the biggest dilemma to this harmonious and peaceful land with its
unique and creative inclusive entity. Moreover, the Zionist Israeli threat does not
only target the Holy Land in Palestine and the Arab and Muslim Worlds, but it
extends to the entire world, so the liberation of Palestine will only be possible
with the unity of the Muslim World. The other threats to the unity of the Muslim
World include foreign influence, the rift among Muslims and Arabs, the weakness
of the Muslim World and the loss of social justice and political tyranny.

Toresolve the Zionist threat and to re-establish these elements defined by El-
Awaisi, resolving Egyptian, Syrian and Iraqi cases is of significant urgency. This will
be the first step in re-forming the unity among the Muslim countries, especially in
liberating Egypt and attempting to strengthen the relations between the states
of the region especially between Turkey and Egypt. Moreover, de-activation of
the monarchs and tyrants are considered key factors to take the first step in the
liberation of Bayt Al Maqdis (the first circle) for an ultimate peace process.

Above all these treats, | consider knowledge as the only ‘saviour’ for the
Muslim World. The main cause of the Palestinian catastrophe, in addition to the
cowardice and disunity, is the distance to knowledge and intellectual impotence.
That is why Zionists demanded a state for the Jews in Palestine and the Arabs
acquiesced. Therefore, the Muslim World is required to produce knowledge again,
as it was once impossible to conceive of Western civilisation without Muslim
sciences, including al-Khwarizmi’s algebra, medical and philosophical teachings of
Ibn Sina (Avicenna), or the rationality of Ibn Rushd. But, more importantly, the
Muslims are obliged to remember that scholarship can give man the ability to
harness nature.
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ENDNOTES
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> Several names have been used for Islamicjerusalem throughout the history including Jerusalem,
Al-Quds and Bayt al-Maqdis. These names were used either to refer to the city or sometimes with
a wider connotation. For a detailed study on the names of Islamicjerusalem, refer to El-Awaisi, K.
(2011). From Aelia to Al-Quds: The Names of Islamicjerusalem in the Early Muslim Period.
Mukaddime, 4(4); El-Awaisi, K. (2007). The names of Islamicjerusalem in the Prophetic period.
Journal of Islamicjerusalem Studies, vol. 8, summer 2007; and El-Awaisi, K. (2007) Mapping
Islamicjerusalem. Dundee: ALMI Press.
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KUDUS, KORKU VE FOBI'

Ejder OKUMUS"

0Z: Kudiis, dinler tarihinde 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Tarihte ve giinimiizde
Kudts ve c¢evresi, Yahudiler, Hiristiyanlar ve Mdsliimanlar icin sembol bir
cografyay! ifade eder. Bu Ug dinin mensuplari icin miibarek ve kutsal bir sehir
olarak Kudiis, Israil’in devlet olarak kurulmasindan sonra ¢ok farkli bir durumla
karst karsiya kalmistir. Kudiis ve ¢evresinde yasayan Mdisliimanlar, yirminci
ylizyilin ortalarindan, hatta biraz daha erken zamanlarindan itibaren kendileri
agisindan olumsuz sartlarin icine girdiler. Denilebilir ki dini, siyasi, toplumsal,
kiiltiirel ve tarihi acidan Yahudilik, Hiristiyanlik ve Islam dinf mensuplari iin
sembol sehir olarak miibarek Kudtis ve cevresi, bir stiredir bir korku cografyasi,
siyaseti ve sosyolojisi, hatta teolojisi ve hatta kimi zaman stratejisi temelinde
sunulmaktadir. Israil, devlet olarak ortaya ciktigindan beri Beytilmakdis
topraklarinda taraflar arasindaki iliskileri, gelecege bakislari ve savaslari
normal  beseri korkudan patolojik korkuya gidip gelen korku
y6nlendirmektedir. Yahudi ve Hiristiyanlarin peygamberleri de dahil biitiin
peygamberler, Miislimanlar tarafindan islam’in peygamberleri olarak kabul
edildigi icin Kudus’li Yahudi ve Hiristiyanlari da kusatacak sekilde teolojik
olarak en ¢ok sahiplenmeyi hak edenler Miisliimanlardir. Fakat sosyolojik
olarak Kudiis’i Yahudiler, Mlsliimanlar ve Hiristiyanlarin her biri ayri ayn
sahiplenmektedirler. Bu cercevede 6zellikle Siyonist stratejiyle miitemadiyen
gliclendirilen korku endiistrisi, patoloji ve travma (rettigi 6l¢lide Kudtis
cografyasindaki savas patolojiklesmektedir. Bu ¢alismada, séz konusu korku
incelenmekte ve anlasiimaya calisiimaktadir.

ANAHTAR KELIMELER: Kudiis, korku, fobi, islam, Yahudilik, Hiristiyanlik.
— ) m—
Jerusalem, Fear and Phobia

ABSTRACT: Jerusalem has an important place in the history of the three major
religions. Historically, and to this day, Bayt al-Maqdis and its surroundings
represent a symbolic geography for Jews, Christians and Muslims. Despite its
status as a blessed and holy city for the members of these three faiths,
Jerusalem has faced a very different situation following the establishment of
the state of Israel. Muslims living in Jerusalem and Palestine have entered into
unfavourable conditions from the mid-20th century, and arguably, from even
earlier times. It can be said that the Holy City and its vicinity, with its symbolic
geography for the members of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and from the
religious, political, social, cultural and historical viewpoints, has existed for a
significant time on the basis of a geography of fear. This has affected its
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politics and sociology, and even its theology and the strategies of various
groups. Ever since the emergence of Israel as a state, the relations between
different groups in the land of Bayt al-Maqdis, their plans for the future, and
their wars, have been guided by fear: from normal human fear to pathological
fear. Theologically speaking, those who deserve the most ownership of this
land are the Muslims, as they accept all the prophets including the prophets of
the Jews and Christians as prophets of Islam, and they think in an inclusive way
that encompasses both Jews and Christians. However, sociologically speaking,
Jews, Muslims, and Christians each own this geography separately. In this
context, the war in the geography of Jerusalem becomes pathological, to the
extent that the fear industry, which has been continuously strengthened by
the Zionist strategy, produces pathology and trauma. Tis study examines and
analyses the fear in question in an attempt to better understand it.

KEYWORDS: Jerusalem, fear, phobia, Islam, Judaism, Christianity.

GIRIS

Bir siiredir fobi ve onunla baglantili olarak islamofobi ile insa edilmeye calisilan
Kudiis ve cevresi, ibrahimi dinler icin cok &nemlidir. Kudiis topraklari biitiin
birikimleri, anlamlari ve cagrisimlariyla dini, siyasi, toplumsal, kdltiirel ve tarihf
agidan Gi¢ monoteistik din olan Yahudilik, Hiristiyanlik ve islam dini mensuplar iin
sembol bir kutlu cografyayi ifade etmektedir. S6z konusu dinler igin miibarek bir
sehir olarak Kudus ve cevresi, bir siiredir bir korku cografyasi, psikolojisi, siyaseti
ve sosyolojisi, bir korku pazari, teolojisi hatta kimi zaman korku stratejisi ve teo-
politikasi temelinde takdim edilmektedir.

Denilebilir ki israil devlet olarak ortaya ciktigindan beri Beytiilmakdis
topraklarinda taraflar arasindaki iliskileri, gelecege bakislari, savaslari, cocuklarla
genclerin diinyasini, normal, saghkh beseri korkudan anormal, sagliksiz ve
patolojik korkuya evrilen bir korku psikolojisi ve sosyolojisi ydnlendirmektedir. Bu
korku, 8ylesine derin etki ve boyutlara sahiptir ki, israil ve Filistin topraklar disinda
yasayan, ama aslen orall olan Yahudi, Hrristiyan ve Mdislimanlarn da
kusatmaktadir. Aslina bakilirsa, bu (¢ dinin disindaki din, ideoloji ve kdltir
mensuplarini da olumsuz etkilemektedir.

Yahudi ve Hiristiyanlarin Peygamberleri de dahil biitiin Peygamberler,
Miisliimanlar tarafindan islam’in Peygamberleri olarak kabul edildigi icin Kudiis’i
Yahudi ve Hiristiyanlari da igine alacak sekilde teolojik olarak en ¢ok sahiplenmeyi
hak edenler Mislimanlardir. Fakat sosyolojik olarak bakildiginda, Kudis'’d
Yahudilerle Mdslimanlar ve Hiristiyanlarin her birinin ayri ayri sahiplendikleri
gdzlemlenmektedirler. Bu sahiplenmeler, bilhassa israil’in Siyonist politika ve
ideolojisiyle savaslar, catismalar, gerilimler Ulretmektedir. Buna bagh olarak
hususen Siyonist stratejiyle miitemadiyen gli¢lendirilen korku endustrisi ile pazari,
patoloji ve travma Urettigi 6lclide fobik durumlar ortaya cikarmakta ve Kudis
cografyasindaki savas patolojik hale gelmektedir. Bu makalede, Kudis
baglaminda korku ve fobi ele alinmakta, anlasiimaya ve anlamlandiriimaya
cahsiimaktadir. Bu calismada vyazar, s6z konusu noktada konunun
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aydinlatilmasina ve genel olarak Kudiis arastirmalarina katki sunmayi
amaclamaktadir.

Giriste belirtmek gerekir ki, Kudiis baglaminda ¢ok 6nemli bir konu ve
problemi ele alip anlamaya ¢alisan bu makale, s6z konusu konuyla bilgili bir giris
calismasi niteligindedir. Calisma, sonraki arastirmalarla derinlestirilecek ve
genisletilecek boyutlara sahiptir. Makaleyle ilgili bir baska husus ise bu calismanin
tek basma bir psikoloji, bir sosyoloji veya bir tarih ¢alismasi olmadigidir. Bu
anlamda calisma, hepsinden yararlanilarak ortaya konulan bir makale
niteligindedir. Zira kaynaklar, ¢alismanin bu niteligine uygun olarak secilmistir.

Kudiis ve gevresini korku ve fobi boyutlariyla ele almak olduk¢a miihim bir
meseledir. Kudis’ln tarihine ve bugiine bakilirsa, bilhassa yakin tarihinden
itibaren o cografya incelenirse, korku ve fobinin psikolojik ve sosyolojik
diizlemlerde ok etkili oldugu ve insanlari yonettigi gordlir. Bu itibarla calisma,
6zgiin ve 6nemli bir konuyu ele almaktadir.

PSIKOLOJIDEN SOSYOLOJIYE KORKU

insan, karmasik bir varliktir (Bkz. Carrel, 1976; Adler, 1985). Karmasik bir varlik
olarak insan, bagkalarini ve esyay! evren (zerine oldugu gibi kendisi lizerine de
anlama cabalarina girisir; kendini anlamaya ve anlamlandirmaya calisir. Oyle ki
insanin sadece korku boyutuna bakilirsa, ¢ok ciddi hususlarla ve karmasik
noktalarla karsilasilir. Bu baglamda denilebilir ki insanin korku duygusu boyutunu
incelemek 6nemlidir.

Denilebilir ki insanin i¢cinde bulundugu durumla ilgili diistince ve duygularina
bagh olarak ortaya cikan bir hal olarak anlasilabilecek olan korku (Beck, 1976),
cesitli sebep ve etkenlere bagli olarak bireysel ve toplumsal boyutlarda etkili olur.
Korku, insanda hastalik korkusu, para kaybetme korkusu gibi bir sey korkusu veya
saghg, ailesi veya statusi icin korku gibi bir sey icin korku olarak kendini gdsterir
(Riezler, 1944). Korku, insanlarda cok cesitli sebeplerle ve farkli etkenlere bagli
olarak ortaya ¢ikar. insanlar, s6z konusu sebep ve etkenlerden bagimsiz olmayan
bir takim yol ve yontemlerle korkuyla bagsetmeye calisirlar (Geng6z, 1994).

Genel olarak sdylemek gerekirse, normal ve saglikli korku, insanin en énemli
duygu boyutlarindan birini teskil eder. Bu anlamda korkusuz insan olmaz. En cesur
insanda, mesela kahramanlarda dahi korku mevcuttur. Korku, insanin kendisine
yonelen tehlikelere karsi olagan tepkisini ifade eder.

Psikolojik olarak ifade etmek gerekirse; bireyin i¢ diinyasinda var olan korku,
cesitli sebep ve etkenlerle harekete gecer (Geng6z, 1994) ve insani gesitli yonlerde
ve eylemselliklerde harekete gecirir. Bazen i¢e dogru bazen disa dogru bazen de
hem ice hem de disa dogru motive eder. Korku, saglikli olmak sartiyla insan
basarisinda da ¢ok 6nemli bir etken olarak karsimiza ¢ikar. Korkuda reaksiyona
sebep olan sey ve o seyle ilgili durumlar iyi anlasilir ise gii¢li bir sekilde onunla bas
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etmek ve onun olumsuz ve patolojik korkulara, mesela kayg! nevrozlarina vs.
doéniismesini engellemek miimkdin olur.

Sosyolojik olarak izah etmek istenirse; korku, toplumsal etkilesimlerde de cok
mihim bir insani mekanizma boyutudur (Riezler, 1944; Tudor, 2003). insanlarin
birbirleriyle iliskilerinde, karsilasmalarinda, ortakliklarinda, ayni ortamlart ve
mekanlari paylagsmalarinda, 6rnegin macta, sokakta, piknikte, sohbette, aligveriste
vs. karsilastiklarinda, komsusuyla iliskilerinde az veya ¢ok bir korku durumu etkili
olur. insanlar, korkuylariyla iliskilerini saglikli bir zemine oturtmak ve siirdiirmek
isterler. Arkadaslik iliskilerinin bozulmasi korkusuyla bu iliskilere daha 6zenli
yaklasirlar. Nitekim belli bir seviyeye kadar korku insanlar icin fayda
saglayabilmektedir ve insanlar icin bu duygu, hayati bir 56nem tasiyabilmeltedir.

Sagliksiz, anormal veya patolojik korku, 6rnegin abartili korku veya tersine
cok az, yani olmasi gerekenin altinda bir korku, insanin basina ok is agar, hatta
bazen hayatina mal olabilir. Yerinde ve zamaninda korkmayan veya korkunun
dozajiniayarlayamayan kisi de, cok zor durumlarla karsilasabilir. Korkmasi gereken
bir yerde korkmayan kisi, tehlikelerden korunmak igin ¢aba icine girmez ve biiyiik
tehlikelerle karsi karsiya kalabilir, hatta 6liimcil durumlara diicar olabilir. Yine
korkuda asirlik boyutuna sahip olanlar, kendine ve baska insanlara zarar verecek
eylemlere girisebilirler. Nitekim diinyamiz bunun érnekleriyle doludur. Bu tur bir
korku, normal korku degil, anormal ve patolojik bir korkudur. Hastalikli korku
fobidir. Fobi insani olumsuz etkiler. Fobi insana diinyayr dar eder. Demek ki
sagliksiz korku duygusu, insanlar icin zararhdir.

Korku, insani melek de yapar seytan da. Korku boyutu korkaklik diizeyinde ise
kisi olmadik seyler Uretir, olmadik kaygl ve endiselere, anksiyetelere diicar olur
(Devvani, 1316/1898; Gectan, 1999: 64-65; Theophrastos, 1998). insan, kendisine
ybnelen tehdit ve tehlikeli durumlara saghkli bir korkuyla tepki vermez de
korkaklikla ylizylize gelirse, o takdirde kendisine de topluma da zarar verecek
farkli tepkilere yonelebilir.

Korku, saglikli ve normal degilse, o takdirde fobiden bahsedilebilir. Sagliksiz
bir anksiyete veya bir anksiyete bozuklugu olarak fobi, sagliksiz korku durumu
olarak insana her seyi yaptirabilir. Fobik korku, insanin saldirganligiin da en
dnemli kaynaklarindandir. insanlar, sagliksiz ve patolojik korkuyla topluma,
inanclara, kiiltiire, degerlere ve erdemlere diisman goziiyle bakabilir ve diismanca
hareketler icine girebilir. Onlari yok etmek veya onlara zarar vermek icin yikici
stratejiler dretebilir. Nitekim buglin insanlik bu tir yikia korkularla hep
karsilasmaktadir.

Konuyla baglantili olarak siddete basvurular, terérizm vs. fobi ile yakindan
ilgilidir. Mesela terérizm, korkuda asirhgin sistematiklestirilmesi (Mannoni, 1992)
ve hatta stratejik olarak izlenmesidir. Terérizmle birlikte hedefi bir grup, birey veya
inan¢ mensubu topluluk (izerine baski uygulamak olan bir stratejik fobik korku
teknolojisi ve stratejisi devreye sokulur. Korku bu noktada herhangi bir tabif
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felakete veya kazaya ya da tehlikeye karsi harekete gecen saglikh bir korkuya bagl
hareketler gelistirmek yerine temel harekete gecirici ve motive edici gti¢ halinde
bir program ve stratejiyle biitiinlesir (Mannoni, 1992).

Belirtmek gerekir ki, bireysel korku, toplumun kolektif bir boyutu haline
gelebilir. Toplum, kendine yonelen tehlikeye kolektif korkusuyla harekete gecer,
stratejiler lretir veya daha farkli tepkiler gésterir. Toplumlar, cesitli seylerden
korkuya kapilir ve toplumsal olarak tepki verirler. Tabii ki, kolektif korkularin
varolabilmesi i¢in toplumsal yapi icinde yayilmalar gerekir (Mannoni, 1992).
Toplumlarin korkulari da sagliksiz, patolojik, travmatik, yani fobik hale gelmesi
mimkudndir.

Bu durumda fobik korku, toplumda, toplumsal hayatta, sosyal etkilesimlerde,
ictimal miinasebetlerde etkili olur. Nitekim toplumsal gerilimler ve catismalar
ortaya ¢ikar ve bazi kisi ve gruplar, diger kisi ve gruplara saldirabilirler. Duruma
gore bu saldirmalar, yikici olabilir; 6ldiirmeye ve terérizme varabilir. Zira bugiiniin
diinyasinda toplumsal ve toplumlar arasi diizlemlerde yikici kolaktif korkulara
taniklik edilmektedir.

Sembol Sehir: Kudiis

Misliimanlarin ilk kiblesi olan Mescid-i Aksa’nin sehri ve Mirac hadisesinin 6nemli
bir boyutu olarak Kudis, hem Yahudiler hem Hiristiyanlar hem de Mislimanlar
icin sembol sehirdir (Bkz. Harman, 2002; Buhl, 1997). Sembol sehir, dogrudan ve
dolayl olarak ifade ettigi ve isaretledigi zengin anlam diinyasiyla, ugruna her tirli
bedel 6demenin goéze alinabildigi sehir demektir. Nitekim Kudis, basta dinf olmak
Uzere siyasi, toplumsal, kiltiirel, ekonomik, teolojik, teo-jeostratejik, uluslararasi
iliskiler vs. bakimdan Musliimanlar ve s6z konusu diger din mensuplart icin hayatf
derecede mihimdir. Bu 6nem, aslina bakilirsa, sadece Kuds sehri icin degil, cok
genis bir cevresi icin de gecerlidir. Ozellikle Islam dini ve Mislimanlar igin
Kudiis’tin anlami diistintildigtinde, bu dogrudur (el-Awaisi, 2005).

Kuds, yer, gok, bu diinya, ahiret, zaman, zamanin sonu vs. bakimlarindan s6z
konusu ii¢ din igin oldukga 6nemli bir sembol sehirdir. Kudiis’iin sembol boyutuyla
ilgili dnemli bir nokta, iyi anlasiimasi ve degerlendirilmesi durumunda her (¢ din
mensuplarini ayni noktada bulusturmasi bakimindan bir baris sehri olmasidir (el-
Khatip, 2004). Esasen Kudiis, ibranice Yerusalim veya Yerusalayim karsilig selam
yurdu olarak dusiiniilirse, bir baris ve esenlik yurdudur. Dolayisiyla bu anlamiyla
da bir baris sehri ve Kudiis cevresiyle birlikte bir baris tlkesidir.

Baris yurdu olarak Kudiis ve gevresi, kendi anlam diimyasina bagli olarak
sadece Ui¢ biiylik din mensuplarinin degil, cok ¢esitli din ve kdiltlir mensuplarinin
bir arada baris i¢inde yasayabildigi mekanin adidir. Bu 6zelligiyle Kudiis’i dogru
anlamak 6énemlidir. Fakat bugiin Kudis ve cevresinde yapilanlara bakildiginda
adeta bu 6zelligine karsi savas verildigi goriilmektedir.
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Kudiis ve Miisliimanlar

Kudis, Misliimanlar i¢in hayati derecede 6nemli ve adi gibi kutsal, mukaddes, pak,
temiz, miibarek ve bereketli bir sehirdir (Harman, 2019; el-Awaisi, 1998; el-Awaisi,
2000). Gerek inang esaslarinin temel bir unsuru olan bitin peygamberlere imana
bagh olarak (Bakara 2/285), gerek Kur’an ve hadislerde isrd ve Mirac ile de
baglantili bir sekilde dogrudan énemine isaret edilmesine bagl olarak (isra 17/1;
Bakara 2/142-146 vd.; Yunus 10/93; Maide 5/21; Buharf; Mislim; Eb( Dav(d; Tirmizi;
en-Nesaf; Ahmed b. Hanbel; ibn Mace ve imam Malik), gerek Hz. Muhammed (sav)
ve Ashabinin ilk kiblesinin Mescid-i Aksa olmasina (Bakara 2/142-146) bagli olarak
ve gerekse tarihen Misliimanlarin topraklari olmus olmasia bagl olarak Kudiis
ve ¢evresi, Mislimanlar i¢in itikadi, toplumsal, tarihi, peygamberi, siyasi, kdilttirel
ve stratejik bir ehemmiyeti, anlami ve kapsami haizdir. Kudiis topraklarinin islam
ve Mislimanlar i¢ini dnemini kavramak i¢in onun biitiin bu boyutlarini dikkate
almak lazimdir.

Kur'an, Hz. ibrahim, ishak, Davud, Siileyman ve isa gibi peygamberlerden
Kudis ve cevresi ile baglantili olarak 6nemle bahsetmektedir. Kur'an Kuddis'iin
tahrip edilmesi dahil sehirde meydana gelen 6nemli hadiselere isaret etmektedir.
Kudiis sembol sehrinde bulunan Mescid-i Aks3, islam'da ilk kible olmasinin yani
sira, yeryliziinde insa edilen ikinci ibadethane ve islam'da en kutsal {iclincii Harem
yeridir (Bkz. el-Khatip, 2004). Buittin bunlara bakildiginda, Kudiis’tin Maslimanlar
i¢in ne kadar énemli oldugu anlasilabilir.

Oryantalizm ve Kudiis

Oryantalizm, Muslimanlar agisindan ¢oklukla Kudis’e olumsuz yaklagimlarin
adidir. Bircok oryantalist calismada, Kudiis ve cevresinin islami degeri ve
kaynaklar agisindan goérmezlikten gelindigi sodylenebilir. Bir¢ok oryantalistik
yaklasimda islamf Kudiis gorilmez (el-Awaisi, 2000; Nor, 2011). Son zamanlarda ise
oryantalistler tarafindan kaleme alinan gerek makalelerde, gerek kitaplarda Kudiis
baglaminda Miisliimanlart mahkdm eden, israil’i olumlulayan, évev veya tercih
eden yanli yaklasimlarin varligr hissedilmekte ya da goriilmektedir. Yine oryantalist
yaklasimla yapilan ve piyasaya siiriilen sinema ve televizyon filmlerinde de bilhassa
Filistinli Mislimanlar acimasizca yerilmekte, terdrle ieligskilendiriimekte ve hep
haksiz konumda tasvir edilmektedirler.

Kudiis’te Korku imparatorlugu

Kudiis ve Filistin topraklariyla cevresinde hayat, cok buylk bir korkunun
egemenliginde siirmektedir. Bu korku, tabii ki, fobidir, fobik bir korkudur. israil,
Filistin topraklarinda ve Kudiis ile cevresinde glic politikasiyla, siddet sarmali ve
siyasetiyle, uluslararasi iliskilerde izledigi korku stratejisiyle korkuyu, varliginin
teminati ve Mislimanlara istedigini yapma ve yaptirma araci olarak devreye
sokmaktadir.

Kudiis ve cevresinde israil’in izledigi stratejiyle biiy(ik bir korku imparatorlugu
hiikiim siirmektedir. israil devleti, onu destekleyen giicler ve siyonistler, israil’de
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ve diinyada emellerine erigebilmek icin 6zellikle Msiilimanlara karsi dini-stratejik
olarak korku siyaseti izlemektedirler. S6z konusu unsurlar, Mislimanlart o
cografyada s6z sahibi kilmamak igin teo-jeostratejik olarak korkuyu egemen
kilmaya ¢alismaktadirlar. Fakat goériilmektedir ki séz konusu korkudan bizzat
israilliler, Yahudiler, Hiristiyanlar da paylarina diisenden fazlasini almaktadirlar.
Mezkdr patolojik korku, biitiin Filistin ve Kudiis topraklarini, hatta israil ve
Yahudilerle ilgili blitiin cografyalar olumsuz etkilemektedir.

Korkudan Fobiye islamofobik Travma ve Patoloji

israil’in Gretip sanayilestirerek pazara sundugu islamofobi, Kudiis ve cevresinde
korku egemenligini derinlestirmektedir. Bu islamofobi, islam’a ve Mislimanlara
karsithgl ve diismanhigi beslemektedir. Bir kétiilik problemi olarak islamofobi
(Okumus, 2016; Okumus, 2018), Filistin topraklarinda patolojik bir durum olup
esasen sadece Mislimanlar icin degil, islamofobiyi ireten ve {retmeyen
Yahudiler icin de tam bir travma yaratmaktadir (Bkz. Okumus, 2017).

israil’de islamofobi, Bazi Yahudi birey ve gruplarla siyanistlerin Miisliimanlara
karsi devamli bir siddet uygulamasina girismelerini intag etmektedir. israil, izledigi
siyasetle de bunu teyit etmekte, genisleterek buiylitmektedir. Mislimanlara karsi
planli ve programl olarak sirekli catisma ve savas halini canli tutmaya
calismaktadir.

Bir Kétiiliik Problemi Olarak Kudiis

Kudds, bir kétiiliik problemi ve bir imtihan olarak karsimiza gitkmaktadir. Kudiis ve
cevresi, orada olanlarla, iistelik sadece Misliimanlar ve Yahudiler icin degil, biitlin
diinya igin bir kétiltk problemidir. israil’in devlet olarak uyguladig terér icerikli
politikalarla Kudiis ve cevresi cehennem haline gelmistir. israil ve Siyonistlerin
cesitli efsanelerle mesrulastirmaya calistig1 siddet ve savaslar Kudis ve cevresi,
aslinda éldiriicii hastalik olarak israil ve siyanist entegrizminin Grintdirler
(Garaudy, 1996).

Yahudi entegrizmi sapkinligi (Garaudy, 1996) ile kotilik problemi haline
gelen Kudiis ve cevresini i¢ine alan cografya, korkunun hiikiim siirdiigii ve siddet
sarmaliyla kusatiimis bir cografyadir.

Kudiis ve Sosyoloji

Kuds ve cevresi, korku sosyolojisinin hakim oldugu bir diinyadir. Bugiin Kudis’tin
sosyoloijisi, patolojik korku sosyolojisi demektir. Bu sosyolojiyi israil siyaseti, onu
destekleyip mesrulastiran uluslararasi aktorler ve Siyonistler meydana getirmis ve
getirmeye devam etmektedirler.

Bu korku sosyolojisinin arkasinda dinin bir mesrulastirma araci olarak devreye
sokulmasinin da s6z konusu oldugu belirtiimelidir. Kudiis’te siddetin hep canli
tutulmasinda, israil'in Yahudi dini kaynaklarindan mesruiyet elde etmelerinin
6nemli bir rolt vardir (Bkz. Aydin, 2019). Bu nokta, bilimsel calismalarda ihmal
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edilmemesi ve daha ileri arastirmalarla derin bir sekilde incelenmesi gereken
6nemli bir konudur.

Kudiis: Hakikatte Korku Degil, Baris Yurdu

Kudis, aslinda Yerusalim olarak ibranice kékenine bakilirsa, korku degil, barig
yurdudur. Basta tg¢ bilyilk din olmak (zere bitin din mensuplarinin baris
temelinde bir araya gelebilecekleri, bir arada yasayabilecekleri, daha dogrusu
yasamalari gereken kutsal haram cografyadir.

Korku, patolojiklestigi olclide diger din mensuplan icin oldugu gibi
Muslimanlar i¢in de krizdir. Bu kriz, entelekttiel krizin yani sira siyasal, toplumsal,
ekonomik ve dinf anlamda krizleri de icine alan bir buhranlar zincirini ifade
etmektedir (Bkz. El-Awaisi, 2019). Mislimanlarin bu krizden ¢ikmalarinin yoly;
entelektiiel anlamda Kudis konusunda donanimli olmalari, bilimsel anlamda
arastirmalarla Kudis hakkindaki gercekleri anlayip ortaya koymalan ve
Mduslimanlarla  diinyayr Kudiis konusunda  bilinglendirme  calismalar
yapmalarindan ge¢mektedir. Bunlari yapmalari durumunda Kuddis’iin baris yurdu
haline gelmesine de 6nemli katkilarda bulunmus olacaklardir.

SONUG

GCalismanin ortaya koymaya calistigi tizere Kudis ve cevresi, baris ve esenlikle
olmasi gerekirken korkuyla kusatilmistir. Baris yurdu, patolojik korku yurdu haline
getirilmistir. israil devleti, Siyonistler ve kiiresel siyasal, ekonomik ve dinf giicler
tarafindan bir strateji olarak Uretilen ve Uriinleri piyasaya siiriilen fobi endustrisi
ile Kudiis ve gevresi, korku imparatorlugunun hakimiyeti altina sokulmustur.

Bugiin Kudis ve ¢evresiyle ilgili olarak Misliimanlar icin bir korku krizinden
bahsedilebilir. Bu korku ve korku krizi, hi¢ sliphesiz Misliimanlardan kaynaklanan
bir korku ve korku krizi degildir. Fakat son tahlilde Mislimanlara karsi yapilan
zulimlerle bas edebilmek icin bu krizi ortadan kaldiracak veya etkisizlestirecek
cahismalar igine girmek gerekmektedir.

Bundan ¢ikmanin yolu; biitiin islamofobik yaklasim ve eylemlerin kaldiriimasi,
islam’in baris ve esenlik yéniiniin egemen kilinmasi i¢in Misliimanlar tarafindan
calismalar yapilmasi, bilhassa stratejiler Giretilmesi, israil ve israil’in yaninda olan,
onun yaptiklarini mesrulastiran, onu ¢esitli séylem ve uygulamalariyla destekleyen
aktorlerin Kudiis ve ¢evresinde tek bagina s6z sahibi olmaktan ¢ikarilmasidir.
Ayrica s6z konusu korku kriziyle basedebilmek icin, patolojik korku olarak fobinin,
fobik stratejilerin Israil ve Siyonistlerle onlari destekleyenler tarafindan tiretildigini
ortaya koyan calismalar yapilmasi sarttir. Kudiis ve cevresi, adina ve anlam
diinyasina uygun bir sekilde pak, temiz, bereketli ve miibarek bir baris ve esenlik
yurduna ancak bdyle dénisebilir.
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Secretary of State, so she combined two security and diplomatic positions; Clinton
worked as a Foreign Minister, a diplomatic position; and Gates worked as Defence
Minister, a military position in addition to his previously held position as the
Director of Central Intelligence, so he combined positions in the security services
and the military. Usually, there are power struggles over influence and the exercise
of power that lead to bad relationships, but what is new in the memoirs of the
three politicians is that despite their different perspectives, there was a high
degree of harmony and the ability between them to work together without strong
conflicts. The paper adopts a historical, analytical and comparative approach in the
portrayal of issues raised by these memoirs and how these three personalities dealt
with them, in order to analyse the constants and variables that arise when dealing
with the issue of Jerusalem.

KEYWORDS: Jerusalem, America, decision-makers, Robert Gates, Condoleezza
Rice, Hillary Clinton.
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The Image of the Issue of Jerusalem (Bayt al-Maqdis)
in the Memoirs of American Decision-Makers
ABSTRACT: The paper discusses the memoirs of a number of American decision-
makers and the image of Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) in their memoirs, in light of
the political information this provides, and in light of the decision-makers'
backgrounds, intellectual biases, psychological formations, and approaches to
dealing with issues. On the other hand, it is noticeable in the Arab scholarly and
academic environment that there is no analysis of contemporary Islamic issues
through these memoirs. Therefore, this paper tries to explore the issue of
Jerusalem and the surrounding circumstances and parties, as it appears in the
memoirs of three American decision-makers, namely: Condoleezza Rice, Hillary
Clinton and Robert Gates. This choice was adopted to demonstrate a variety of
stances and positions: Rice first worked as a National Security Advisor, then as
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that seeks to establish control over most of the Palestinian lands, especially the
Holy City of Bayt al-Maqdis. They were able to do this through several measures,
including rejecting the Zionist educational programs, peaceful resistance and
through Palestinian institutions in the Holy City, as well as armed resistance and
the mass uprising (Intifada) that has become one of the most important means of
confronting the Zionist enemy, particularly after failing to achieve positive
outcomes through the use of peaceful resistance.

KEYWORDS: Jerusalemites, Palestinian identity, Zionist occupation, education,
peaceful resistance, armed Intifada.
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The Role of Jerusalemites in Preserving the Palestinian Identity and
confronting the Zionist Occupation: 1967-1987
ABSTRACT: Following the Zionist occupation, the residents of Jerusalem lived in
difficult circumstances, whereby the Zionist enemy, represented by its
government, army and institutions, carried out a number of actions in the process
of changing the demographic structure and cultural eradication of the Holy City.
This was done with the intention of converting the city into a purely Jewish area.
However, the residents of the Holy City did not surrender to this new reality which
was imposed by the occupation forces, but have responded by various means, and
they have fiercely resisted the practices of the Zionists. They stood in the face of
the occupation in defence of their Holy City (Al-Quds al-Sharif) and their identity,
at all levels: educational, cultural, economic, social and religious. The study
examines the procedures that Jerusalemites used to preserve their national
identity and affiliation with the Holy Land, and in confronting the occupying enemy
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The Role of Religious Rights Organisations in the Judaising Policy in the
city of Bayt al Maqdis: Case Study of the role of the International
Christian Embassy in Jerusalem (ICEJ)

ABSTRACT: The paper aims to analyse the role of religious rights organisations in
the Judaisation policy of the city of Bayt al-Maqdis. It studies the role of the
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem (ICEJ), by using the Group Approach.
The paper discusses the establishment of the ICEJ, its intellectual structure, and the
importance of Jerusalem to it. Additionally, the paper deals with the means and
activities used in support of the occupation’s Judaisation of Bayt al-Maqdis, as well
as its relationship with civil society institutions of the Zionists. The paper concludes
with a number of outcomes, the most important of which is the role of the Israeli
Government in establishing this organisation. The paper recommends the need to
engage, amongst others, the United Nations, in making a blacklist of all
organisations that support the Judaisation policy in Jerusalem on the grounds that
it is against international law.

KEYWORDS: Religious Right, International Christian Embassy, Judaisation,
Jerusalem, Bayt al Maqdis.
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