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1. Introduction

This paper aims to draw attention to the contribution of
the fantastic in the articulation of trauma in the detective
novels of Kate Atkinson and Ahmet Umit namely When
Will There Be Good News? (2008) and The Dervish Gate
(2012). By examining the role of the fantastic elements
employed in the detective novels, it is aimed to
demonstrate that Atkinson (2008) and Umit (2012)
uncover the forgotten, silenced, and repressed histories
of underrepresented members of their societies such as
women, children, former soldiers, and minorities within
the context of their novels. It is suggested that the ghost
of the Highlander woman and the spirit of Shams lead
both the detectives and the reader to revisit the
traumatic events and discover untold narratives of the
women and children under the patriarchal cultures
where the writers have been living. By giving voice to the
underrepresented groups in the fictional worlds where
the detectives meet the ghost figures, the writers provide
some healing at the personal and social levels.

To investigate how the ghost figures assist the detective
figures to face their personal wounds and how they
reveal the cultural traumas rooted in the memories of
their societies, it is vital to discuss the ways the fantastic
elements and detective fiction serve as a means of
trauma narrative. To do so, the paper gives some insight
into the relationship between the fantastic and trauma

and also explain the ways the writers use detective
fiction as a site to detect traumatic experiences. Then it
continues with the examination of the role of the ghosts
as a means of healing in When Will There Be Good News?
and The Dervish Gate respectively.

2. The Relationship between the Fantastic
and Trauma

The fantastic, dating back to ancient myths, fairy tales,
mysticism, and legends, stems from the Latin,
phantasticus. In Greek, it reads “pavtacia”’, which means
making something visible or manifest (Jackson, 8).
According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, fantastic is an
adjective derived from the noun fantasy. The word enters
the English language in the 14t century from Old French,
fantastique, meaning “of imagination as a faculty,
produced by the imagination, not real, [..]”
(https:
webster.com/dictionary/fantastic). In the 16t-century
Fantastic literature emerges and reaches its peak in the
19th and 20t centuries.

Before discussing the social, historical, and cultural
reasons behind the rise of Fantastic Literature, it is useful

www.merriam-

to mention the theory of Tzvetan Todorov, a French and
Bulgarian literary theorist, and cultural critic concerning
the fantastic. In the Fantastic: A Structural Approach to a
Literary Genre, Todorov defines the fantastic as a
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subjective term that stands between uncanny and
marvelous. In other words, the fantastic mode sits at the
point of maximum ambiguity between two poles such as
“reality or dream” and “truth or illusion” (Todorov 25).
He describes the fantastic mode as being typified by
characters’ “hesitation” when encountering an “uncanny
phenomenon” as to whether they should interpret this
according to “natural causes” or opt for the explanation
of “supernatural causes” (24-26).

According to Todorov, hesitation or uncertainty is
counted as the main feature of the fantastic by Todorov.
When looking at the detective novels of Atkinson and
Umit, both the detectives and the reader hesitate
whether what the characters have been through is real or
a dream. Both the detectives and the reader cannot be
sure if they really met a ghost or if they were
hallucinating. Based on these features of the fantastic
mode, this paper suggests that Atkinson and Umit
utilized fantastic elements to create an atmosphere
where the reader keeps questioning what is true and
what is right as well as what is real and what is a dream.
Besides the epistemological purpose of the fantastic, in
"Otherworlds: Fantasy and the Fantastic", Theodore
Ziolkowski asserts that hesitation or uncertainty_
suggested as the main feature of the fantastic by
Todorov_ "takes place only when the supernatural seems
to be invading our world with its rules and laws”
(Ziolkowski, 128). He also states that the fantastic
disrupts our everyday world. Ziolkowski's statements
reveal that the characteristics of the fantastic run parallel
with the features of trauma.

First of all, both the fantastic and trauma raise a question
of reality. In The Body Keeps The Score Van der Kolk
explains that trauma survivors have hardship in
remembering the traumatic event they have faced
because our brains are programmed to protect us from
life-threatening experiences. During a traumatic event,
the brain records events differently from normal events.
Therefore, the testimonies of survivors lack a chronicle
order and details of the events. Survivors have blurry
pictures
happened to them. They suffer from loss of memory. This
creates a sense of doubt for both the survivor and the
listener. (Van der Kolk, The Body Keeps the Score, 1-60)
Moreover, Kolk states that as a result of traumatic
experiences some of his patients hallucinate, which also
makes him ask what is true and what is not.

Our patients had hallucinations—the doctors routinely
asked about them and noted them as signs of how
disturbed the patients were. But if the stories I'd heard in
the wee hours were true, could it be that these
“hallucinations” were in fact the fragmented memories of
real experiences? Were hallucinations just the
concoctions of sick brains? Could people make up
physical sensations they had never experienced? Was
there a clear line between creativity and pathological
imagination? Between memory and imagination? (Kolk,
38).

and fragmented narratives about what

Similarly, Dori Laub also discusses the same question in
Testimony:  Crises of Witnessing in Literature,
Psychoanalysis, and History where she analyses the
testimonies of the Holocaust Survivors. Like the
fantastic, traumatic experiences bring up the question of
what is real. The second feature that both the fantastic
and trauma have in common is their sudden appearance
and invasion of the normal world. Roger Luckhurst
defines trauma as "something that enters the psyche that
is so unprecedented or overwhelming that it cannot be
processed or assimilated by the usual mental process. We
have, [...], nowhere to put it, and so it falls out of our
conscious memory, yet is still present in the mind like an
intruder or ghost" (Luckhurst, 499). Luckhurst associates
a traumatic memory with a ghost due to its haunting
nature and its return. Thus, like a painful memory of a
traumatic moment, supernatural forces like ghosts and
vampires come from the past and disorder the ordinary
life of the hero. They are neither dead nor alive. Their in-
between state is similar to traumatic experiences that are
unclaimed. Like traumatic events, ghosts want to be
heard and seen. They want their silenced truth to be
uncovered and revealed.

In light of the information about the common features
that trauma and the fantastic share, the contribution of
the fantastic to trauma studies can be examined. In
Fantasy: A Literature of Subversion, Rosemary Jackson
suggests that the fantastic has been applied since the
eighteenth century in Western literature in an attempt to
unveil the repression of the capitalist patriarchal culture
both on the level of personal and social. According to her:
[...] the fantastic is to replace familiarity, comfort, das
Heimlich, with estrangement, unease, and the uncanny. It
is to introduce dark areas, of something completely other
and unseen, the spaces outside the limiting frame of the
‘human’ and ‘real’, outside the control of the ‘word’ and of
the ‘look’. Hence the association of the modern fantastic
with the horrific, from Gothic tales of terror to
contemporary horror films. The emergence of such
literature in periods of relative ‘stability (the mid-
eighteenth century,
twentieth century) points to a direct relation between
cultural repression and its generation of oppositional
energies which are expressed through various forms of

late nineteenth century, mid-

fantasy in art (Jackson, 104).

Thus, the fantastic serves the aim of the manifestation of
the hidden or repressed at both personal and social
levels to reflect traumatic events. According to her, the
fantastic reveals what is lost and what is absent in the
narrative of the dominant culture. She continues her
argument as follows:

Freud is well aware of the countercultural effects of
literature of the uncanny, and its transgressive function
in bringing to light things that should remain obscure.
The uncanny expresses drives which have to be repressed
for the sake of cultural continuity (Jackson, 40).

Similarly, in The Literature of Terror David Punter
remarks that in the eighteenth century the fantastic
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appeared as a reaction to the dominant male discourse of
the Enlightenment that reduced the human to the
rational. Additionally, he claims that the key motifs
employed in Gothic
manipulation, and injustice and its central project of

fiction such as paranoia,
"understanding the inexplicable, the taboo, and the
irrational” are nothing but a reflection of social trauma.
By the same token, Varma regards the "'fantastic' in
literature as ‘'the surrealistic expression of those
historical and social factors which the ordinary chronicle
of events in history does not consider significant'
(Devendra Varma, 217, The Gothic Flame (1957), quoted
in The Literature of Terror by David Punter, pg. 15).

Who are those that are not considered as significant to be
a part of the official history? In Contemporary Women's
Gothic Fiction Gina Wisker answers this question stating
the fact that historically many voices have been silenced
and "discredited" including women's voices, the voice of
the colonized, and the displaced or "resettled". Wisker
underlines the power and knowledge relationship in
writing history and establishing historical facts.
According to her, postcolonial women's Gothic stories
allow unheard voices to be heard and also offer the
reader a different perspective. In doing so, these stories
subvert established interpretations of historical events.
Likewise, in Ghostly Matters, Avery Gordon explains that
certain individuals, things, or ideas that were banished in
the past must be understood and the circumstances that
marginalized and repressed them must be detected,
because "the past always haunts the present”(viii). In the
book, she traces the footprints of three women: Sabina
Spielrein, Luisa Valenzuela, and Toni Morrison. Gordon
claims that through their works these women signify
what is missing and neglected in the history inscribed by
male-dominated cultures. In this sense, according to
Gordon, the ghost appears to remind us of the lost and
the absent (Gordon, 15). But also, she remarks that it
sometimes represents life, a path not to be taken or hope.
She suggests that the ghost is alive and "[w]e are in
relation to it and it has designs on us such that we must
reckon with it graciously, attempting to offer it a
hospitable memory out of a concern for justice" (Gordon,
64).

As the writers assert above, the fantastic enables writers
to create a site for reflecting on traumatic memories at
the personal and collective levels. Through supernatural
elements like ghosts and vampires, the fantastic poses a
challenge to the male-dominated official institutions that
neglect and derecognize traumatic events that women,
children, and marginalized groups face.

3. Fantastic Elements in the Detective

Novels as a Means of Guidance and Healing

Keeping the close link between the fantastic and trauma
in mind, it is also necessary to discuss the relationship
between detective fiction and the fantastic and try to
answer the following question: Why might Atkinson and

Umit have combined the fantastic and detective fiction?
Cynthia S. Hamilton's remark on the territory shared by
detective fiction and the gothic gives some answers to
this question. While examining Sara Paretsky's detective
novels, she comes to this conclusion:

Both detective fiction and the gothic deal with the power
of irrational impulses, both trace the impact of past
crimes on the present, both suggest the unreliability of
appearances and insubstantiality of what people take as
reality, and both test the power of reason against what
appear to be inexplicable forces and events. Both register
the impact of trauma, but while the detective story
concentrates on the therapeutic process that enables
moving on, the gothic focuses on the definitive power of
unclaimed experience (Hamilton, 144).

As discussed before, like a traumatic event that distorts
the victim's world, the fantastic disturbs the order in the
fictional world. Supernatural elements employed in
fantastic literature intrude into the hero's world without
any aim of scaring the hero or of taking revenge. Thereby
they catch both the hero's and reader's attention and
invite them to detect why and how supernatural things
are happening. Are they real? At this point, detective
fiction comes in. A detective figure tries to make sense of
these invading supernatural forces to re-establish order.
To do so, the detective looks for missing parts to solve
the crime and reveals the absences, which can be
identified as traumatic events and perpetrators of
trauma. The detective's search for the crime and
criminals unmasks social, cultural, and legal injustices
that pave the way for a ghostly figure to return. However,
the detective is not alone. He is guided by the ghost. As
Avery Gordon asserts, the role of the ghost in the
fantastic is not to frighten the hero or take revenge on the
perpetrator. By contrast, its role is to criticize the
dominant culture that keeps the truth hidden as well as
to inspire and guide the hero to revisit and reveal untold
narratives of the past. On the other hand, the role of the
detective is to unveil traumatic wounds that need to be
healed. Therefore, it is not wrong to say that both
Atkinson and Umit are aware of the fact that the fantastic
and detective fiction co-operate in the demonstration of
traumas that socially and culturally repressed, unheard,
and marginalized people face.

It is helpful to start by displaying how Atkinson embeds
fantastic elements in When Will There Be Good News? as a
means of guidance and healing. The most striking
fantastic element that Atkinson uses appears in the scene
where Jackson Brodie meets a mysterious woman
strolling in the wilderness of Yorkshire in snowy
weather. Jackson Brodie is an ex-soldier and retired
police officer. He has been working as a private detective;
however, in this novel, he has one concern: to prove that
Nathan is his own son by taking a pair of hair from him
without the consent of his ex-wife and her new husband.
After fulling his goal, he is about to return to London
where he has been living with his new wife, Tina.

Taken aback by the woman’s courage of being all alone,
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Jackson offers her to give a ride with the intention of
protecting her against any danger that she might
encounter. Instead of accepting Jackson's offer, the
woman warns him that he is on the wrong way. Without
comprehending what she has meant, Jackson drives to
the station and gets on the train that has been heading
towards Edinburgh instead of London. When he notices
that he has been on the wrong train, the train makes an
accident. While lying at the hospital after the train crash
where Jackson is deadly injured, he sees the strolling
woman in his dream among other people who he knows
are dead. His dream vision implies that the woman is a
ghost that wanted to protect him by telling him that he
was on the wrong way. At the end of the novel, Jackson
still remembers her and wonders if she is "still walking
the empty roads on the high tops in the snow and the
wind and the rain" (Atkinson, 476). It is a mystery who
she is. Why she was strolling alone in the wilderness on
such a snowy day is also a mystery. What is more
mysterious is why Atkinson would implement such a
mystery in the novel. Why does she remind us of her at
the very end of the novel? Another question that strikes
the attention is that if the strolling woman is a ghost why
would she appear to Jackson?

Atkinson's employment of the strolling woman as a ghost
figure is important in her narrative for two reasons.
Firstly, by implying that the strolling woman is a ghost,
Atkinson shows the connection between the ghost and
the past. As well known, ghosts come back to solve
unresolved matters in the past. The way that the strolling
woman dressed up suggests that she can be a Highlander.
Her wandering in the wilderness of Yorkshire Dale
evokes the idea that she resists the powers that want to
silence the Highlander's story of being subjected to
violence in the past. It can be said that the strolling
woman is a metaphor for the traumatic memory of the
past that Atkinson wants to keep alive.

Secondly, the image of the
strolling/wandering fearlessly and all alone is stunning

woman who is

in the way that throughout the novel we have witnessed
that the women and
threatened by some men. Her representation in the
wilderness without any company reckons the terrible
event that Joanna's mother and her siblings are

children are continuously

murdered in the field on their return from a picnic home:
On a summer day, Joanna's mother and her siblings are
walking unaware of the danger that will cost their lives.
They are defenceless in the field; they have nothing to
protect themselves from the man holding the knife. There
is none to see and help them while the man is
slaughtering them one by one. Inspector Monroe has a
similar experience: She is followed by a man in the park
where she has brought her son to play. Even though she
is a police officer and knows how to defend herself
professionally, she, as a mother, feels helpless because
being a woman with a child makes a difference. Likewise,
Jackson's sister is murdered at night when she is walking
home alone. With the portrayal of the strolling woman,

Atkinson might imply that women can wander freely and
fearlessly only if they are ghosts. In this way, she
criticizes social, cultural, and legal institutions that
cannot promote women and
environment.

children in a safe
Concerning the question of why the ghost has appeared
to Jackson, it is necessary to take a look at what kind of
connection exists between the strolling woman and
Brodie. It is also crucial to examine the way how Jackson
reacts to the strolling woman to understand why she
becomes visible to him. Jackson and the strolling woman
are both from Yorkshire Dale, which is illustrated as a
place where violence, inequality, and poverty are a part
of daily life. Jackson is already haunted by the death of his
sister and brother when he meets her. The strolling
woman, instead of scaring him, helps him. She acts like
guidance and warns him literally and symbolically by
saying that he is on the wrong way. With a similar
intention, Jackson offers her a ride to protect her. After
the train crash, Jackson sees her among his dead relatives
in his dream at the hospital. Although he can infer from
the dream that she is a ghost, he is still concerned about
her. In this respect, the representation of the relationship
between the ghost and Jackson is quite different from the
traditional representations of the reaction between the
haunter and the haunted. It can be said that their
relationship is based on a kind of witness and victim
relationship. As a witness, Jackson does not ignore
violence, economic hardships, and injustices existing in
his community. As a soldier and police officer, he has
always protected children and women. It was him that
found Joanna hiding in the bushes where the man
murdered her mother and siblings. This can be the
motivation why the strolling woman wanted to help him.
By assisting him, she might be willing to change the
future of women and children.

It seems that Atkinson gives another dimension to the
role of the ghost figure: hope, inspiration, and guidance.
Since the ghost breaks the rules of linear time by existing
in the present they can influence the future. Concerning
the power of the ghost, in “The Ghosts of the School
Curriculum: Past, Present, and Future” Kenway states,
“The ghost leaves traces of the past by conjuring those
who are already dead. It invokes the future by conjuring
the presence of those who are not yet born. The ghost
confuses linear time. In other words, past, present, and
future no longer exist as discrete and consecutive points
in time” (Kenway, 4). What aims do ghosts have in
creating chaos and breaking the timeline? Kenway
remarks that the aim the ghost has in returning from the
dead is to share his/her insights and wants us to bring
them to life. Likewise, Gordon asserts that the ghost is
not only the representation of the past, they shed a light
on our path to the future. In this vein, it can be said that
the representation of the strolling woman, who walks
fearlessly on the roads encourages us to create social,
legal, and political changes that would stop traumatizing
events from taking place. By reminding the strolling
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woman at the end of the novel, Atkinson conveys the idea
that women and children are waiting for reforms that
will enhance safety and equality in their everyday lives.

It is also important to note that Jackson does not heed the
strolling woman's advice, only later does he understand
that she was right. She was right about him being literally
on the wrong way. Symbolically, she was right that he
was married to a fraud who took most of his money. She
was right that there is no use in claiming Nathan since he
never knows if he and Nathan would have a better
relationship than he had with his daughter, Marlee.
Besides, claiming that Nathan is his son might be
traumatizing for Nathan, who thinks his father is
somebody else. At the end of the novel, Brodie realizes
that he has missed Reggie, which shows that he finally
establishes the bond for which he has been looking. In
this sense, the ghostly figure is portrayed as a wise
person that helps the detective. Another point is that
Brodie never turns inwards and confronts his traumatic
past. He always looks outwards and dedicates himself to
saving others. However, it is he, who needs to be saved.
Let's continue by examining the ways Umit utilizes
supernatural elements as a tool to pose a challenge to the
male-dominated discourse. Similar to the function of the
strolling woman in Atkinson's novel, Umit employs the
ghost of Shams as a means of social criticism as well as
inspiration and hope. Like the strolling woman, Shams
becomes a voice for the marginalized and undervalued
ones, especially women, children, and people who define
themselves politically as well as religiously different from
the patriarchal ruling class in Konya. To do so, it is
necessary to look closely at how Umit introduces Shams
to us and narrates his story.

Like the way Atkinson begins her novel with the murder
scene of Joanna's mother and her siblings, Umit also
starts The Dervish Gate with a murder scene:

There was blood on the Stone, hatred in the hearts of the
men, and a deep tranquillity in the full moon. An infant
cried somewhere in the distance, an infant wriggling
about in one of the houses. A tender young girl slept
somewhere far afield, a tender girl's body slowly rotting
in the earth. As the youngest of the seventh stabbed his
knife into the man, the girl writhed in her grave. A smile
spread across her face, which even death could not drain
of its strength. As the youngest of the seven was thrusting
in his knife, a final breath, till now kept knotted in the
young girl's throat, was released with a rush of air, like a
sigh of relief.

After this shocking scene, the reader is introduced to
Karen Kimya, who runs a hotel investigation. Many
questions
unanswered: Who is the man killed by the seven men?
Why do the seven men hate him? Who is the girl in the

concerning the murder scene are left

grave? Why does she feel relieved after the man's death?
It seems that Umit wants the reader to behave like a
detective and gather clues to solve this puzzle
interwoven with Karen's hotel fire investigation.

As the novel unfolds, it becomes clear that the man who

was murdered is Shams-i Tabriz and the girl in the grave
is his young wife, Kimya. The seventh man represents
Aladdin, the son of Mevlana. However, to grasp the
message conveyed by the narrative structure of the
detective fiction it is also vital to seek answers to the
following questions as a reading detective: Why doesn't
Umit give the names of the victim and the perpetrators
while narrating the murder? Why does he hide the name
of the city where the killing took place?

The reason for this can be that Umit refers to all victims
who have been marginalized or/and murdered due to
their non-conformist ideas and attitudes. By avoiding
identifying the characters and the place of the Kkilling,
Umit places emphasis on the murder, which signifies
injustice and oppression that marginalized people have
been facing because they refuse to conform to the
dominant culture and class. Another question that needs
to be discussed is why Umit brought up the murder of a
historical figure. What can his aim be in connecting
Shams’ story with Karen's contemporary narrative? It
seems that by readdressing a historical event and
combining it with a detective story and the elements of
the fantastic, Umit alerts the reader of taboos planted in
our cultural memory. With the re-imagination of Shams’
story within a detective story, Umit questions if there can
be more truths than the one unified truth about Shams’
murder and the death of his young wife. Can there be
other narratives about their stories different from the
dominant narrative? By reinventing Shams as a ghostly
character and placing him in a contemporary detective
story where Karen is presented as a detective, Umit
encourages us to question the dominant value system
that leads to social, historical, and cultural traumas.

Like the strolling woman in Atkinson's novel, the ghost of
Shams is a reminder of traumatic events that want to be
recognized and resolved. By scattering Shams’ traumatic
memories in Karen's contemporary narrative, Umit
shows that her narrative is thoroughly possessed by the
story of Shams. The spirit of Shams can easily interfere
with her life at any time and place as he pleases. The way
he appears is similar to traumatic memories that come to
the surface unexpectedly. As Van der Kolk asserts,
traumatic memories cannot be located at any specific
time and place (Van der Kolk “Trauma and Memory” 279).
Since a traumatic event cannot be placed in any specific
time and place, it is regarded as a "missed encounter” or
"absence". It is this sense of absence that lends a
traumatic event a ghostly trait and haunts the survivor or
the witness for this very reason. In this respect, it is
crucial to uncover the reasons why Shams returns. What
is missing in the conventional discourse that narrates the
relationship between Mevlana and Shams, which disturbs
him? What is the absence that Umit wants to show us
through the ghost of Shams?

In order to demonstrate what is hidden by the dominant
narrative, Umit creates a multi-narrative context that
provides different possibilities about what might have
happened to Shams and how his wife, Kimya died. Like a
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detective, Karen asks questions to Shams, Mennan, and
izzet Efendi about the truth. Additionally, she searches
for information about the relationship between Shams
and Mevlana in the articles and books. Karen's inquiry
about the murder of Shams and Kimya's mysterious
death unveils several missing pieces of information in the
dominant narrative. One of the absences that Karen
notices while reading the articles she has found is that
these articles focus on only Rumi and give little credit to
Shams despite his huge influence on Mevlana. She thinks
that "Everyone showered Rumi with praise, while Shams
always seemed to linger in the background like his
sidekick." (Umit, 109) Depending on her observations,
she states that Shams had played such an important role
in Mevlana's life, that I couldn't help but find it significant
that he was not buried in the same mausoleum. It looked
as if this dervish, though closer to Rumi than his own
family, had been driven away by someone hoping to
pretend he never existed. What's more, the green dome
of Rumi's mausoleum was so obviously revered as a work
of art, beside which, the humble mosque and mausoleum
where Shams lay buried crouched as though forgotten
among the neighborhood’s taller, banal buildings (Umit,
194).

Karen's comparison between Rumi's grave and Shams’
also gives hints on how Shams has been treated by the
locals of Konya. Thereby, it supports Karen's claim that
Shams has been seen as if he were an unimportant
person to Rumi. Besides Karen's analytic thinking, to
unveil the absences in the dominant narrative, Umit gives
Shams a voice by creating another scene where two
different narratives juxtapose. In the scene, while
switching between channels, Karen sees a documentary
about Mevlana and Shams. The presenter retells the story
of Shams and Mevlana. While explaining how the
Konyans welcomed Shams he asserts that "The city of
saints acquired yet another great dervish." At that time
the image of the presenter starts to become blurry as if
the TV is going to break up. Karen notices Shams
appearing at the door of the mosque. Once the presenter
says that "[t]he people were overjoyed. The whole city
was ecstatic" (Umit, 151). Shams interrupts stating, "That
is a lie!" He states that they are lying and asks her not to
believe in them. He carries on as follows:

No one was overjoyed." [..] "Not the sultan, not the
soldiers, not the Muslim theologians, and certainly not
the people. They disliked me from the moment they saw
me. They all hated me and wanted me out of Konya. They
would have killed me without a second thought if they
could have got away with it. All except Khiidavendigar,
and his eldest son, Bahaeddin (Umit, 152).

In this scene, the ghost of Shams appears to illustrate the
missing information and thereby challenges the
dominant narrative. Another absence concerning Shams
is his death. Whereas some believe that Shams left Konya
for good after Kimya's death, others such as Mehmet
Eflaki believe that he was killed and thrown into the well.
To recreate Shams’ story, Umit offers the reader different

perspectives on the historical event benefiting from
various sources. One of them is Annemarie Schimmel.
Concerning Shams's death, Annemarie refers to Eflaki
who "boldly states that he [Shams] was murdered- in
connivance with Rumi's son Alaeddin, 'the pride of
professors'™ (Schimmel, 22). As noted in Umit's novel,
Eflaki tells that Alaeddin was one of the killers. Why did
nobody do anything about this? Schimmel speculates the
reason why Eflaki's claim has been doubted until recently
as follows: "[...]; too strange seemed it that a member of
the family should have committed such a crime"
(Schimmel, 22). Shimmel reconstructs what happened on
the night of 5 December 1248, which might have inspired
Umit, in this way:

Rumi and Shams talked till a late hour when someone
knocked at the door and asked Shams to come out for
some purpose. He went and was stabbed, and then
thrown into the well opposite to the back entrance of the
house-a well which still exists. Soltan Valad, informed
about the action, hastened to take the body out of the
well and bury it in a hurriedly-dug tomb nearby, which
was covered with plaster and then with earth; later the
magam of Shams, his memorial, was erected there.
Recent excavations in the magam in the course of some
repair have indeed proved the existence of a rather large
tomb covered with plaster from the Seljuck era. Thanks
to this discovery by Mehmet Onder [..] the truth of
Aflaki's statement has been proved (Schimmel, 22).
Based on these alternative narratives, Umit challenges
the conventional narrative suggesting that "Shams left for
an unknown place" with the depiction of the scene where
Rumi was stabbed by the seven men right at the
beginning of the detective novel. Concerning the reason
why he was murdered, Annemarie Schimmel explains
how shocking it is for the inhabitants of Konya to witness
that their beloved sheik, Mevlana, neglects his religious
and social duties and devotes his whole time to Shams, a
wandering dervish, who rejects fitting into the Konya
society (Schimmel, 20). Schimmel asserts that Shams
feels the hatred of the community toward him because
they thought that Shams took Mevlana from them.
Therefore, he decides to leave the city, which leaves
Mevlana heartbroken. His son Valid looks for Shams and
finally brings him back to Konya. Schimmel notes that in
the hope of keeping Shams close to himself, Mevlana
married Shams to Kimya. She continues as follows:
"Shams loved this Kimya deeply. A small room in
given to the couple. When
Jalaloddin's son, the learned Alaoddin, passed thereby,
Shams rebuked him, telling him not to intrude upon his
father's friends” (Schimmel, 21).

Umit recreates similar speculations about Shams’ death
through a dialogue between Mennan and Karen. Mennan

Mowlana's house is

states that some jealous people continue spreading
rumours about Mevlana and Shams even after his
marriage with Kimya. He explains the role of Alaeddin in
his killing stating that "[..] it is a shame, but Rumi's
middle son, Alaeddin Celebi, was also part of this gang of
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provocateurs. Some say Alaeeddin was in love with
Kimya, others say he was just jealous of how close Shams
was to his father and older brother, Sultan Veled" (Umit,
329). On the other hand, izzet Efendi suggests another
explanation in relation to why Shams was murdered by
calling the killers as "a pack of blind believers". Izzet
Efendi continues as follows:

the Qur'an was being taken too literally. Whereas every
letter in that great book holds hundreds of different
explanations, every word thousands of meanings. And
because Shams had unravelled those hidden meanings,
he had a grasp of the Qur'an that this pack of blind
believers didn't. Then, because those ignorant people
could understand neither Shams nor the Qur'an they
became his enemies, declaring him a sinner and a heretic.
[..] They became zealots. And whether Muslim, Jewish; or
Christian- a zealot is a zealot, my girl (Umit, 363).
Obviously, Shams, as Schimmel asserts, was a witty and
hard-tongued person who could easily irritate the ruling
class at the time. Besides becoming an intimate friend of
Mevlana must have sparked jealousy in the family
members including Alaeddin, who regards him as an
intruder as noted by Schimmel. Based on Shams’
uncompromising characteristic traits,
scenes where Shams deconstructs the

Umit invents
dominant
narrative that opposes their rigid understanding of the
religion as the one unified truth. The scene where Shams
asks Mevlana to buy him some wine is one of the
examples of how Shams unveils the hypocrisy in the
community at the time. Without any question Mevlana
goes to buy wine for Shams, knowing that the high
society in Konya at the time will have no more love and
respect for him. By retelling the scene Umit shows that
some people at the time avoid drinking wine, but they
spread gossip and bring other people's secrets into the
light, which are both considered some of the biggest sins
in the religion.

Additionally, the ghost of Shams challenges the
mainstream idea that adores Mevlana for his poems
about love. He displays that their kind of love is
hypocritical by raising the question: Is it only love that
brings peace to any community or society? Shams refuses
this attitude stating that "God loves justice” (Umit, 202).
When Karen says that "The God I know takes pleasure
from love, not punishment”, he claims that in order to
understand God "one must also know the god of Moses
and Muhammad" (Umit, 202). Through the depiction of
Shams as Saifullah (The sword of God) and Mevlana as a
symbol of love, Umit conveys the idea that love and
justice are two fundamental principles to building peace
in society.

Another missing point in the conventional narrative that
Umit draws the reader's attention to is the story of
Shams’ young wife, Kimya from her point of view. Did she
want to marry Shams? How did she die? Was she in love
with Alaeddin? After learning about the marriage of
Shams with Kimya, Karen chases answers to these
questions. In her dream, Karen transforms into Shams

again and finds herself in the woods where she, in the
form of Shams, sees two young people have become one
mind, one heart, one body (See, Umit, 293). Burning with
jealousy, she goes home to wait for the girl, who
"fastened her buttons as rose from [her] side this
morning, and opened them at the sight of another this
evening”" (Umit, 295). When she asks the girl where she
was she could not answer. After some struggle, Karen
kills her. At that moment, "the silhouette of a young man"
opens the door "frozen in front of it". He screams: "You
have killed her. You've killed her! You have killed her and
the baby in her womb!" (Umit, 296). After waking up, she
tries to make sense of the dream and asks herself if she
killed the girl. Then she concludes that it was Shams who
killed Kimya. She was just a witness in the form of his
body. Did he really kill her? Inferring from what she had
seen in her dream, she speculates that Shams wants to
clean his guilty consciousness by getting in touch with
her. She thinks that due to the murder he had committed,
he was stuck in purgatory (Umit, 298). With this scene,
Umit gives the reader an angle on a historical mystery,
which leads the reader to question if the dream is real. Is
it right what Karen has experienced?

After the dream, she is frustrated with Shams and she has
more questions concerning Kimya. When Shams gets in
touch with Karen again through a dream, he is surprised
by Karen's accusations about him killing his young wife,
Kimya. When Shams asks how she knows it, she says she
has seen it with her own eyes. Shams explains himself as
follows:

"You suppose your nightmares are real, but it's reality
that is a nightmare. I did not kill Kimya, what killed her
was her own sin." [...] "She went where I told her not to
go," "She did what I told her not to do and saw who I told
not to see. All I did was look into her eyes. But the poor
girl took her neck into her own hands and fell to the
ground. I never wanted her to die, never wanted to lose
her [..]” (Umit, 313).

Umit provides both the reader and Karen with another
account of the event. Shams claims that what Karen has
seen is just a nightmare. It is not him that literally kills
his wife, Kimya. However, he admits that he was angry
with her and after looking into her eyes her neck was
broken. Which one is real? Her dream? Or Shams’
account? Umit points out one question that goes beyond
whose account is real. Through Karen's critical thinking
he raises the question: Does Shams’ explanation make
him less responsible for her death? To learn more, Karen
looks into some books about Mevlana and Shams. She
cannot find any information on Kimya in most of the
books except for Mehmet Eflaki's The Feats of Knowers of
God. Karen states that poor Kimya's name appears only
three times in the entire text only to clarify something
about Shams. Umit includes the paragraph about the
death of Kimya narrated in Eflaki's book, which Karen
thinks is not enough:

The bride of Shamseddin, Kimya Hatun, was a chaste and
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beautiful lady. One day, the other women, including
Sultan Veled's grandmother, went for a stroll in the
vineyards. They took Kimya along with them, although
without Shams's permission. When Shamseddin came
home and couldn't find her, it was relayed to him that
she'd gone out for a walk in the vineyards with the
women and the grandmother. Shamseddin was furious.
As soon as she arrived back home, she came down with a
stiff neck straight away. She remained as rigid as a dry
blade of grass, crying and moaning for three days’ time,
after which she passed on to the other side (Umit, 322).
Karen cannot help questioning the social and cultural
circumstances that led Kimya to death. She poses the
question of how "a man had brought on the death of his
wife because she had not listened to him. But even more
curious was why a person so full of love, a model of
compassion like Mevlana, would give a young girl of not
even eighteen years of age to a sixty-year-old man as a
wife in the first place”" (Umit, 322). In Eflaki's book there
is no answer to these questions. The reason why Mevlana
marries off Kimya to Shams is "to put a stop to all the
rumour” (Umit, 328). Taking this into account, Karen
asserts that in this story Kimya is the victim. It seems that
she was sacrificed for the sake of the love between two
men. To fill the blank or maybe to kill her curiosity, Karen
asks Mennan's thoughts about sixty-year-old Shams’
marriage with Kimya, who is not even in her eighteens.
Mennan defends the social and cultural norms stating
that" [..] in those days that was the norm. And what girl
would not want to give her right arm to marry such a
noble man as Shams? What family would not be thrilled
to have him as a son-in-law?" (Umit, 328). Karen protests
his answer by asking him if he would also marry off his
daughter to a sixty-year-old man if time were different”
(Umit, 328). The dialogue between Mennan and Karen is
remarkable in displaying social hypocrisy, which blurs
what is right and what is wrong.

Since there is no account of Kimya in the books, Karen
keeps digging and trying to be her voice. Karen's inquiry
about Shams’ life sheds light on the absence and the
missing information about the mysterious death of his
wife as well. Karen asks hard questions and thereby
breaks taboos in a patriarchal culture where men and
their decisions are hardly questioned. One of the scenes
that exemplifies how male-dominated cultures hold onto
their unified truth is the scene where Karen suggests
izzet Efendi that Alaeddin was in love with Kimya. Her
death might have had a deep impact on him and drove
him to commit the murder. She continues by stating that
it would be unfair to "put all the burden on him" because
according to Karen, Mevlana and Shams also had some
responsibility for all the traumatic events that took place.
She claims that Mevlana knew that Alaeddin and Kimya
had feelings for each other and he still gave her to Shams.
Similarly, Shams willingly married Kimya although he
was way too old for her. She also adds that Eflaki's book
attests that Shams had a part in her death. izzet Efendi
does not accept these accounts stating that "I don't

believe those great men were defeated by their desires.
That cannot have happened. It's true that Shams could be
ruthless, but only when it was called for and to those who
deserved it. As for Rumi, he wasn't even capable of
thinking evil thoughts, [...]"(Umit, 364). Karen criticizes
izzet Efendi for being so sure of himself, especially
admitting that he did not know what really happened. All
the arguments that Karen suggests show that historical
events are all constructed by the dominant culture of a
particular society at a particular time.

However, the truth will return in the form of a ghost and
claims to be heard. Even though Umit does not employ
Kimya's ghost to offer alternative narratives to the
historical event buried without being questioned, he uses
Karen to challenge the dominant culture, which avoids
talking about Kimya, her marriage, and her death. As a
reader, it becomes clear what the girl in the graveyard
wants: To be recognized. To be heard. By following the
traces of Shams’ ghost, Karen uncovers Kimya's story.
Another point I would like to discuss is that Umit
employs the ghost of Shams to reflect the abuse and
violence women have been exposed to in Konya since
ancient times. By implementing Medusa's story in the
contemporary detective narrative, Umit readdresses the
injustice that Medusa faced as a woman. According to a
legend, Medusa is turned into a monster as a punishment
by Athens because she has made love with Poseidon in
the sacrilege. Another legend remarks that Medusa does
not want to make love with him but she is forced. In
another word, she is raped. By revisiting the traumatic
story of Medusa, Umit demonstrates that women have
been subject to violence and rape since ancient times in
Konya. Patriarchal culture in Konya is so deep that
nobody tells the story of Medusa as rape or asks the
question of why it is only Medusa who was punished and
killed. What about Poseidon? Nobody asserts that it is
unfair to punish only Medusa.

It seems that Umit shows this unfairness by narrating her
story at the beginning of the detective story and
establishing a link between Medusa and Konya. Let’s take
a close look at the depiction of Medusa in the novel and
how her story is told by the male characters. While Karen
is entering Ziya's office, she realizes the image of Medusa
on the path:

The path up to the door was paved with small brown and
yellow stones. A few steps beyond I spotted a mosaic in
the path. I couldn't make it out what it was, so I bent
down for a closer look. At first, I fancied it was an
enormous daisy. [ squinted It was a bust. A head of curly
hair. But wait, it wasn't hair, it was snakes! "Medusa!" I
cried [..] (Umit, 57). Inside Ziya's office, she spots
another Medusa mosaic. This one is different from the
first Medusa mosaic in two ways. Firstly, it is located on
the wall directly behind Ziya’s desk rather than on the
floor. Secondly, the mosaic describes the warrior,
Perseus, with the severed head of Medusa in his left hand
and an enormous sword in his right. Ziya tells the
Turkish version of the legend when Karen asks him:
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Medusa falls in love with Poseidon, the god of the sea,
and makes love with him. Due to the sacrilege committed
in her temple, Athens changes her into a monster who
can turn stone anyone that looks at her face. Ziya notes
that some people think that Medusa did not want to make
love with him stating that "That it would be more apt to
refer to it as the rape of Medusa by Poseidon" (Umit, 65).
Ziya continues telling the legend: The townspeople were
suffering from the monster because she was Kkilling
people when she descended on the town. They were
looking for a hero to kill the monster. That hero would be
Perseus. Once he rescued the townsmen, they "erected
iconic statues of him all about the town. And this town,
surrounded on all sides by these icons was given the
name Ikonion" (Umit, 66).

Ziya's tourism company adopts the old name of Konya
and also chooses Medusa's head as the logo for their
company. By naming his company Ikonion and making
Medusa's head a logo, Ziya identifies himself with
Perseus. His having Persues mosaic behind his desk also
empowers this claim. To some extent, it can be said that
Ziya seems to be comfortable with the traditions of the
ancient patriarchal culture that accuses women of being
raped instead of the rapist. Or if Medusa was not raped
but had an affair with Poseidon, it is still problematic
because in this scenario it is only Medusa who was
punished as depicted in the legend. Besides putting the
mosaic of Medusa's head on the path where visitors can
walk over seems humiliating/insulting. On the other
hand, the mosaic of Perseus who is holding the head of
Medusa hung on the wall signifies the domination of
patriarchy over women.

The last reference to the legend is made in the scene of
the accident where Karen sees Shams holding Ziya's
head. The way Shams is holding Ziya's head resembles
the way Perseus is holding Medusa's head. Through this
scene, Umit reverses the legend. He challenges the
narration of Medusa by the male-dominated culture. This
depiction of Shams with Ziya's head offers both the
reader and Medusa justice even if it is a traumatic event
that happened in ancient times. By rewriting this tragic
end through the ghost of Shams, Umit enables our
traumatized memories to be healed. On the other hand,
the ghost of Shams protects Karen and re-establishes
justice by Kkilling Ziya.

It is also vital to discuss why Umit employs a
controversial character as such Shams, who is blamed for
playing a part in the death of his wife, Kimya, to establish
justice in the novel. Shams is both portrayed as a cruel
man, but a kind-hearted one. He causes his wife to die on
the other hand he is represented as a man, who helps
Karen to overcome her childhood trauma by becoming
her imaginary friend. At the end of the novel, it is
indicated that the ghost of Shams murdered Ziya and
Cevdet. If not, they died in the accident. In both cases, the
criminals are not punished by the law but by fate.

Besides healing cultural traumas by revealing untold
narratives, the ghost of Shams also helps Karen to realize

that she wants to give birth to the baby that she has been
carrying. Karen hesitates to have a child because she has
been abandoned by her Sufi father at a very young age.
Besides her boyfriend wants her to have an abortion. One
of the reasons why Karen has traveled to Konya is to
clear her mind. Shams criticizes her for not making her
decision about having the baby as follows: "Will you give
birth to the child or will you be coaxed to get rid of it by
your surgeon lover? Will you live your own life or his?"
(Umit, 388). With this statement, he holds a mirror to
Karen, who used to find herself in the positions where
she had to hold a place at her either mother's side or her
father's side (Umit, 388). He supports Karen to have the
baby even though he knows that Karen might be a single
mother. By doing so, the ghost of Shams deconstructs the
patriarchal culture. Also, Karen's mother motivates her to
have the baby even if Nigel does not want him/her. Like
her mother, Karen gathers her courage to raise her own
child without a father if requires.

Interestingly enough, Shams and Karen's mother share
the same ideas concerning patriarchal cultures that
shape the mindset; impact the notion of reality and the
moral values of right and wrong. While reading the life of
Shams, Karen comes across the information that Shams
was highly critical of his father. She learns that rather
than following his teachings, he left home to shape his
future (Umit, 106-107). Similarly, Shams becomes
tempered when he has noticed that Mevlana has still
been reading old books including his father's Maarif.
Shams cautions him saying: “For how long will you
continue reading other people’s books, Muhammed
Jelalaeddin? [..] How long will you continue to seek out
the mystery of yourself in the words of others? [..] let go
of those worn-out words, leave them in the past. For it is
only your own words that you will ever uncover the
mystery of yourself’ (Umit, 160). By portraying Shams as
a reformist person, Umit invites us to question the
principles and values imposed by the patriarchal cultures
the reader lives in.

4. Conclusion

To summarize this paper intended to show how Atkinson
and Umit integrate the fantastic into the detective stories
with the aim of reflecting on the impacts of traumatizing
events in the past at the personal and social levels. For
instance, the strolling woman and Shams serve the aims
of dismantling personal and historical traumas caused by
the male-centered ruling class in their cultures. While the
strolling woman is a reminder of the traumas that the
Highlanders have been exposed to, Shams readdresses
traumatic events that took place in the local history of
Konya. Differently from the strolling woman in
Atkinson's novel, Shams is one of the main characters in
the novel and has a large impact on them due to his
mysterious disappearance, unconventional relationship
with Mevlana, and suspicious death of his wife. His
traumatic personal history is linked to the cultural
history of the nation. This is why it haunts the characters
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in the novel as well as many people interested in Sufism.
What makes the story of Shams haunting is that nobody
speaks openly and honestly about how, why, and, by
whom he was murdered. With the appearance of Shams’
ghost, Karen starts to question many cultural and social
perceptions. She discovers a lot of absences in the
conventional narrative about Shams and his wife, Kimya.
The attitude of the male characters about the marriage
between Shams and Kimya makes Karen challenge the
patriarchal culture that ignores the death of Kimya.
Karen argues that Kimya was too young to run married to
an old man and she blames social and cultural norms that
are responsible for her death. The representation of
Kimya and Medusa in Umit's novel gives voice to women
subjected to violence and abuse.

On the other hand, the strolling woman functions as a
reminder of the historical traumas that the Highlanders
experienced. The strolling woman and Brodie are both
from New Yorkshire. Therefore, they share the
everlasting traumas rooted in the social, cultural, and
economical history of New Yorkshire. It is this shared
traumatic experience that binds them together. She is
also a reflection of the repressed women whose history
of abuse and violence is denied. Therefore, it is claimed
that at social levels, the strolling woman and Shams serve
as a means of healing by telling their narratives, which
also reflect the traumatic experiences of many women,
children, and men who do not belong to the ruling class.
Besides the role of the ghostly figures in the
manifestation of the traumatic memory of their local
histories, how they help the detectives on a personal
level is also explored. For instance, the strolling woman
warns Jackson against his being on the wrong way
whereas Shams assists Karen in recovering from her
childhood trauma and gaining the courage to give birth to
the baby despite Nigel. In this respect, they play the role
of a healer and guide. Moreover, both Atkinson and Umit
help their detective struggling with their parental issues
through the ghostly figures. Brodie comes across her on
his way back from the school where he has met Nathan,
whom Brodie claims his son. At the end of the novel,
Brodie thinks of Nathan and Marlee. Then he realizes he
has missed Reggie. That is perhaps what the strolling
woman has been suggesting: He was wrong by insisting
on being Nathan's father since there is no guarantee that
they will have the bond that Brodie has been looking for.
However, he manages to establish a bond with Reggie.

On the other hand, Karen feels depressed because she
could give up neither Nigel nor the baby. By helping
Karen face her childhood trauma, Shams provides a
psychologically healthy environment for the baby to
grow up. In this respect, both of the writers demonstrate
that the ghostly figures are in touch with the detectives
and inspire them directly or indirectly even if they are
dead

Finally, the return of the ghost in Atkinson's and Umit's
novels also speaks to the reader as well. Their aim is not
to take revenge, but to guide the reader to bring their

insights into life. By telling their denied stories, they offer
some healing to the repressed ones. Also, they contribute
to social integrity by demanding social changes to create
a safe and equal society where each member is accepted
and valued independently of their gender, nation, and
religion.
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1. Introduction

Given the almost stellar and high intensity of the image
use in our daily lives, which contributes to a large extent
to advertising communication, the latter is increasingly
taking on a privileged language
teaching/learning. Therefore, the interest of researchers:
linguists, semiologists, sociologists or others is to analyse

place in

the rhetorical discursive strategies implemented by
advertising as a means of communication.

This complex object, the advertising image-text, is a rich
enough authentic support for a multiple and varied
pedagogical exploitation for our learners, thus offering an
ease of access to the underlying meanings of its contents.
In this sense, our semiotic approach will highlight the
advertising poster as a linguistic, iconic and socio-
cultural code in the so-called educational methodology.
Indeed, advertising is an excellent means of conveying
knowledge and know-how, it is a bridge between
cultures and ways of life. It also becomes an effective tool
when associated with language teaching. However,
advertising is often absent from learning contexts in the
school environment. As a result, the school on the one
hand misses an excellent method to develop its teaching
methodologies at the theoretical and practical level, and
on the other hand it misses an opportunity to form a
responsible citizen, capable of criticizing and
rationalizing her attitudes. An active actor with regard to

what is offered and not just a passive consumer who
accepts everything.

Actuallly, these authentic advertising materials help to
motivate learners by arousing their interest through
creativity. In addition, they allow for concrete learning
that targets written and oral language skills. These
commercials can also be used as a learning tool and as an
assessment tool. Therefore, the activities programmed in
relation to these media must be adapted to the level of
the targeted learners and according to the expected
objectives without neglecting the implicit messages that
these commercials can convey. This last point is closely
linked to the cultural context.

Researchers in the field of didactics and pedagogy are
well convinced of the usefulness of this method in
classroom practice. This new trend, called the action
approach, puts learners in real situations based on their
experiences and their desire to buy, which will satisfy
and meet their needs.

Considering the above, it seems appropriate to devote
part of our study to the intercultural parameter, which is
an attractive perspective for foreign language learning.
Since the acquisition of the latter requires the use of
grammatical rules and linguistic skills in addition to the
implementation of the cultural factor. This approach
requires the learner to adjust to these assets in order to
achieve the objectives set for language teaching/learning
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in general and FLE in particular.

This said, our study is part of the didactics of the FLE, by
highlighting the importance of advertising discourse in
the practice of the FLE class.

2. Methodological Overview
Our conception will be supported by a semiotic reading
which will allow:
2.1. The Teacher
To be more vigilant and active with regard to the
learners' productions which convey a multitude of
messages and signs with varied socio-cultural and/or
psycho-pedagogical charges. In addition to this skill, the
teacher must have a perfect command of the description,
analysis and interpretation of the various works
according to the appropriate scientific standards.

2.2. The Learner

To apprehend a rational approach when reading teaching
materials or even authentic productions. A procedure
that will make him/her an active receiver with a
censorship system that makes him/her an informed
receiver instead of an inert one. To this is added the
increase of his motivation through the use of the image in
its advertising aspect, hence his pedagogical interest
which is presented through his participation in the
learning of FLE.

Therefore, our approach will focus on the following
points:

e Problematic: In order to inform our research
method and delimit our approach, we will opt for a
clear and precise questioning. As a corollary, our
problematic is the following: How to achieve a
semiotic approach to the advertising poster in the
EFL classroom?

e Corpus: Our problematic calls upon a corpus which

is composed of three advertising posters
representing the three big Moroccan
telecommunication: MAROC TELECOM, INWI and
ORANGE. The materials in question deal with a
theme that is ubiquitous in the daily lives of
learners, namely telecommunications.

Therefore, we will deal with the following salient points:

e The semiology of the advertising image.

e The relationship between the advertising discourse
and the cultural framework.

e Advertising as a didactic support in the FLE
classroom.

3. The Semiology of the Advertising Image
3.1. Definition

Semiology by definition is the study of linguistic signs,
whether verbal or non-verbal. For (Littré and Hauréau,
1885) "the term semiology was related to medicine". It is
a recent discipline that has taken its place in the social
sciences with authors such as A.J. Greimas, R. Barthes, J.
Baudrillard, G. Mounin and Umberto Eco (Greimas,
1984).

In linguistics, the appearance of Ferdinand De Saussure's
"Cours de linguistique générale" provides another
definition. It is thus "a science which studies the life of
signs within social life; it would form a part of social
psychology, and consequently of general psychology” (De
Saussure, 1972). This linguistic aspect affects both the
formal and conceptual sides.

Semiotics will expand its definition depending on the
field in which it is used. For example, in the field of
philology, it is a general science of communication. For
this reason, Eric Buyssens considers semiology to be a
studies the processes
communicate our states of consciousness” (Buyssens,
1967). But (Greimas, 1984) proposes
definition by revealing its cultural dimension so that it
becomes a total social fact.

3.2. The Rhetoric of the Image vs. the Motivation of
the Learner

For the vast majority of people "advertising sucks".
However, it is the result of several ingredients that have

"science that we use to

a broader

been methodically put together for a very precise and
meticulously identified purpose. It is a product that is far
from being a simple heterogeneity of concepts from
multiple fields. In fact, advertising is the equivalent of a
crossroads where psychology, sociology, linguistics,
ethnology and even marketing (market research)
intersect. This complexity is strengthened by other
elements that come into play, such as the graphic and
symbolic element. To find its legitimacy, this panoply of
sciences refers to the socio-cultural aspect.

The specificity of the advertising image lies in its
metaphorical nature, which conveys a variety of
meanings and ideas. It is a fertile field for semiotic study
in its branch devoted to the denotative and connotative
analysis of the fixed image. It became a branch proposed
by (Roland, 1964) in his article entitled "Rhetoric of the
Image". The semiology of advertising was then developed
by (Floch, 2002).

The advertising image is both communicative and
meaningful, a multiple of tasks that requires the learner
as receiver to decode the broadcasted messages
according to norms The nature of the advertising poster
used in the EFL classroom encourages a dialogical
discourse between the learner and the teacher.

The nature of the advertising poster used in the EFL
classroom encourages a dialogic discourse between the
learner and the teacher. This dialogue is enriched by all
the components of the advertisement such as: the image,
the colours, the words, the framing etc. This approach
adopted by the producer of the advertisement aims to
convince and persuade the receiver.

Among the tricks used to perfect the structure of the
image is the notion of lines of force, which aim to control
the receiver's gaze by focusing it on the name of the
product and the brand, which is why the composition and
layout are among the basic tools. This usefulness leads to
the orientation and even the hierarchisation of the visual
reading of the poster by the learner.
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Indeed, the consideration of social affection and group
membership seems to be one of the winning cards in the
game of seduction played by advertising. A latent
necessity provoked by the brand that impresses the
learner who takes the action of analysis without being
aware of this emotional and socio-cultural influence.

And if we try the cognitive key by appealing to the
signifier/signified paradigm, we will find that the learner
is more motivated once faced with an iconic or linguistic
representation. These signifiers act as a catalyst for him
to interpret them through a series of codes and signifiers
which structure both his unconscious and his imaginary.
In fact, when we talk about the analysis of an advertising
poster in a language class, we are revealing two major
aspects that contribute to the understanding of its true
meaning. The first aspect is the interaction of different
tools and messages within the advertisement; the second
aspect is the implicit and symbolic discourse between the
advertiser and the receiver in this case the learner.

As far as the context of the advertising medium is
concerned, it can be divided into two types: The first type
has a denotative function. It includes all the plastic, iconic
and linguistic signs which aim to persuade the receiver to
act positively. The second conjuncture is from a cultural
(connotative) perspective. The renewed dialogue
between the sender and the receiver must respect the
norms, representations and stereotypes conveyed in the
social discourse.

4. The Cultural

Intercultural Pedagogy

It is obvious that advertising discourse is inseparable
from culture. Although each belongs to a different
domain, they are linked by a situation of enunciation
which converges towards the same objective, namely the
persuasion of the enunciator.

4.1. The Conception of Culture

From an anthropological point of view, the conceptual
framework of culture is among the social foundations of
human activity, and is considered a very fertile field
dominated by the human sciences. The notion of culture

Framework and

has had several definitions which vary according to the
angle from which it is treated. For (Hall, 1984) "Culture is
communication and communication is culture". In other
words, learners' behaviours are permeated by culture, it
is ubiquitous in their actions and interactions.

These human relationships convey a body of knowledge
linked to social groups. In other words, it is intercultural
communication that originates in the very individuals
who transmit it, for without them culture would not exist.
It is within a social group that culture is produced and
later transmitted to other groups through the various
intellectual, economic and social interactions.

This sharing, which contributes to the development of
culture and even to the creation of another culture, leads
us to consider another definition of culture, which is in
reality a mixture of cultures that come into contact

according to a dynamic process and a particular mode of
interaction and interrelations. In this sense, (Abdallah-
Pretceille, 1996) specifies that "culturalism, by its
systematic accentuation of the cultural variable, leads to a
form of "cultural scientism", a form of dogmatism or even
cultural fundamentalism which leads to the negation of
the universal dimension of any individual.

In order to delimit our definition of the notion of culture,
which is still largely polysemous, we opt for an approach
that takes into consideration its conception according to
the domains that we will choose. Indeed, the conflict that
arises during cultural exchange is not an obstacle to the
cohabitation of the holders of multiple cultures.

Culture is linked to the language of a social group or
society in the broadest sense, they form an inseparable
duo, and it is through language that culture manifests
itself.

In view of the different definitions mentioned, we can
conclude that culture is a phenomenon of society, a
process in perpetual development that is enriched by the
relationships and interactions between social groups that
are ambassadors and actors of their identities and their
own culture.

4.2. Intercultural Pedagogy

Intercultural pedagogy is an approach that consists in the
internationalisation of the teaching/learning of EFL in a
classroom where the learners come from one or more
cultures different from the one that is the subject of
learning. By putting the cursor on the said pedagogy, we
will define it as an educational methodology based on
mutual respect between representatives of differentiated
cultures. As a result, the classroom provides an attractive
context for its learners to learn by exploiting their
diversity. This requires the adoption of a didactic
planning and pedagogical steering that takes into
consideration the available tools and the expected
objectives.

Consequently, a culturally heterogeneous
assimilated to society in its ethnic, religious and linguistic

class is

diversity. In other words, it is society in its micro
perspective that aims at forming citizens who accept the
other whatever his origins or representations. This
future social actor is indeed supposed to be tolerant and
flexible in his interactions with individuals and societies.
This skill enables him/her to resolve the differences that
characterise his/her surroundings. This type of reflection
"leads to a questioning of identity (for all partners) as well
as to a communicative activity. It is indeed a work on
oneself as much as a work with others". (Abdallah-
Pretceille, 2005).

It is clear that the frequent interaction of languages
within the EFL classroom highlights the impact of
languages on learners. In other words, language is one of
the constitutive facets of the speaking subject as it is part
of the diversities between social classes. Therefore, the
activities programmed in the learning sessions are
assimilations of everyday life as they provide
opportunities for learners to prepare for real life.
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The set of interactions carried out to learn FLE calls upon
the different international resources capable of managing
social relationships of all kinds. Learners are actors in
their own learning in a heterogeneous context that
conglomerates a variety of languages, cultures and
religions.

By virtue of the above, this valuable asset is rich in
vectors of meaning such as didactic and socio-cultural
factors that intersect and combine despite the differences
that set them apart (Appadurai, 2001) suggests that we
"think of the configuration of cultural forms as
fundamentally fractal, that is, as lacking Euclidean
boundaries, structures or regularities". Therefore, the
parameter is a
promising way to learn the foreign language. The
acquisition of the latter is not limited to the knowledge of
grammatical and linguistic rules, but it also affects its
cultural dimension which requires the learner to adapt to
its specificities in order to achieve the objectives set for
the teaching/learning operation.

4.3. The Moroccan Socio-Cultural Context

It should be said that modern Moroccan culture is the

introduction of the intercultural

result of a continuous evolution throughout history. It is
an intertwining and interaction between its different
components, for example: the plastic arts, cinema and
literature without neglecting certain data, namely the
colonial heritage in its linguistic aspect (the French
language). This observation confirms the Francophone
dimension of Moroccan culture, and therefore its
educational system, which opts for a completely
Napoleonic example through its centralised management
and the rigid content of its programmes.

The current policy of the state is to change the present
situation, especially that of the education system, which
is determined in a state of consumption and dependence,
to a state of creativity and autonomy. This policy aims at
creating interactive relationships while preserving the
identity of Moroccan society. Thus, cultural practice is
not only a weak echo of a fundamentalist culture that is
reduced to its ethical facet or its simplest ritualistic
meaning; it is a whole process that takes into
consideration the different activities and productions
that are capable of facing the multiple challenges with
theological, linguistic, intellectual references...

Clearly, there is no single or even dominant model of
Moroccan culture. Several researches have endorsed the
cultural diversity of Moroccan society which emanates
from the variation of its communities characterised by
their behaviors’ which convey their own values and
meanings. A reality that finds its place in its different
public and private school cycles.

However, this specificity is far from being in its raw state,
but rather in a dynamism of historical change joining the
clan of the rest of the Maghreb countries. This situation
which, according to (Moatassime and Berque, 1979)
Allows us to conclude, in the light of many verifications,
that the Maghrebian system is based on regularities -
agrarian order, rhythms, cycles, itineraries and gatherings

- that nowhere do we find either direct or raw, but shaped
by - the Islam of the Doctors - in a back-and-forth
movement between the Arab East and the Mediterranean
West.

In other words, each society is part of an increasingly
developing intercultural model, and this through a
philosophical and historical tradition. This interactional
relationship determines the place and characteristics of
both these societies and their citizens.

Anthropologists have often said that an isolated culture is
condemned to death. Moroccan culture was always open
to other cultures. Its multicultural aspect contributed to
the socialisation of its individuals by adapting to other
cultures without losing their Abdallah-
Pretceille (2005) sees in this intercultural approach an
adequate approach to the study of social mechanisms (in
its macro aspect) and educational mechanisms (in its
micro aspect): "It is the strategies, the manipulations, the
dynamics, and not the structures, the characteristics or
the categories that are the privileged objects of the

identities.

intercultural approach”.
Indeed, Moroccan culture is both simple and complex,
clearly distinguished from other cultures by its unique
characteristics. It is based on fundamental values that
condition its dynamism. These values can be presented in
three types: the logic of allegiance, the familiar dimension
and the sacredness of dignity. This specificity has marked
its educational through its

system programmes,

approaches and aims.

5. The Pragmatic Perspective of the

Advertising Poster
The object of our study is an integral part of the
communication process, which implies subjectivity and

intentionality.
Our corpus consists of three advertising posters
representing three  Moroccan telecommunication

companies: Orange (Figure 1); Inwi (Figure2); Maroc
télécom (Figure 3).
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Figure 1. Orange: [ want to live my passion for football.
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Figure 2. Inwi: Call to discover all our good plans.
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Figure 3. Maroc télécom: For a future of solidarity,
equity and responsibility.

The operational objective of this semiotic analysis is the
study of the poster as a whole composed of image and
writing. These selected advertising posters are a set of
connoted and denoted emblems and symbols. In visual
semiotics, the image is seen as a self-sufficient unit of
manifestation, as a whole of meaning, capable of being
subjected to analysis. "The image is not constituted by the
iconic or figurative sign alone, but weaves different
materials together to form a visual message" (Joly, 2011).
The design of the advertising poster is a matter of skill
and rationality that aims at orienting the receiver
towards a precise objective that manifests itself in its
persuasion. In this article, we understand the functioning
of the poster from a pragmatic perspective which,
according to (Everaert-Desmedt, 2012), explains the
meaning of signs and their action on the interpreter, in
this case the learner.

6. The Socio-Cultural Challenge of Maroc

Telecom

In order to highlight the socio-cultural aspect of the
advertising poster, we will focus on one of the three
components of our corpus, which is the Maroc Telecom
poster (Figure 3).

It is obvious that "Advertising is a social phenomenon, an
active agent of cultural evolution" (Cathelat, 1992). In this
perspective the analysis will be carried out from a socio-
cultural perspective. In other words, the learner will try
to dismantle the signs of multiculturalism in the poster
through the characters and the style, which offers a very
interesting specificity for his advertising creation. Indeed,
we are looking at a "globalisation" (Maalouf, 1998)
through the different cultures represented by the
children in the image. A strategy that will lead the
learner to create a common bond, a culture that is not
alien to their own and to individuals of different
ethnicities, colours and societies.

Referring to the textual component "Maroc Telecom
Group Annual Report 2010” (URL1) We can see that the
international vision of the Maroc Telecom company is
well and truly present in this advertisement. On the one
hand, it targets Moroccan society with its cultural
identity, and on the other hand, it appeals to a new
culture that refers to westernisation and multilingualism.
The latter concept aims to bring together a majority that
through the
communication of the modern world.

is accessible to them means of
Consequently, the French language taught is impregnated
by this multicultural intention, but with an influential
privilege of French culture imposed by its language and
the fashion of the characters' clothing. The use of this
foreign language, which is intended above all for a
Moroccan learner of mixed Arab and Amazigh culture,
reflects a tendency on the part of the advertiser to arouse
the social side of a part of the receivers who consider the
French language as an index of prestige, luxury and
modernisation. This obsession has remained rooted in
the minds of the majority of Moroccans since the years of
French colonisation, which explains the decision taken by
the advertiser who is well convinced of the relevance of
his choice which goes well with the linguistic prejudices
of Moroccan society.

It is clear that the staging of the characters and the
colours (blue, orange, green) as well as the marriage of
the text and the visual were treated to seduce and attract
the public towards the advertising object. Nevertheless,
the context of the poster deals with cultural diversity, so
the problem lies in the identity of the target audience,
which remains difficult to define or categorise.

7. Integrating Advertising into a Language

Course

We all know that mobile phones are ubiquitous among
learners, and have become a necessity for them, even an
obsession, as they use them. It is the most motivating
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topical subject that can guarantee the participation of
learners in the activity envisaged in class, following the
example of the advertising posters that we propose as
the corpus of our study, and which represent the
telecommunication products belonging to three
companies active on the Moroccan market.

The exploitation of advertising discourse seems to be a
motivating way to learn French insofar as it takes into
consideration the needs of the learners, what interests
them to the benefit of their interests.

In terms of examples, the learners are called upon to
critically read the different messages based on an
observation grid proposed by the teacher. The
methodology implemented by the teacher will mobilise a
whole range of resources, including the discourse used
and the various adapted didactic methods which will
facilitate the task of both the teacher and the learners.
The latter will try to deepen their understanding and
improve their ability to interpret and critique the
messages received. More than that, they will question the
sincerity of the sender. The creation of such an "active"
reception in the learner could be one of the skills to be
set by the teacher.

By means of the main characteristics of the advertising
poster studied, the learners will identify and analyse the
determinants of the target group aimed at by the
advertiser, i.e. its socio-cultural and psychological
characteristics. Of course, the interpretation of the
different textual and iconic signs remains a complex and
complicated task in a classroom In the French classroom,
this type of activity using advertising posters allows
learners to study all the discursive forms used
(informative, mechanistic, suggestive, etc.) and
particularly the construction of the language.

This method, for which the advertising poster is a
support, allows the learner to study the discursive forms
used, such as: informative and suggestive, particularly
the construction of the messages conveyed, without
obviously neglecting the means used by the speaker to
defend their point of view. The latter is intended to incite
the receiver to adhere to the advertisement.

The use of advertising as an authentic document is one
approach among recommended by
educationalists. This tool, known as advertising, is one of

others

the essential media in the teaching of foreign languages,
which requires its didactisation by means of analysis and
highlighting of its characteristics. This is an obvious fact
that reinforces the importance of this pedagogical tool. In
other words, opt for the mastery of communication skills.
Indeed, the real value of advertising is that it offers wide
possibilities for discussion and analysis that further
encourage learners' creativity and teachers' enthusiasm.
It "seems to be a rich and interesting concept: rich because
it is multifaceted, interesting because it is fascinating"
(Dao, 2009, p. 95).

Furthermore, the integration of advertising in a language
course offers learners "opportunities to approach a whole
professional sector and lead them to carry out projects

where they produce media themselves" (Marmisesse and
Bensa, 2005). That said, (Dolz and Schneuwly, 1998)
advocate "designing didactic sequences based on the
logic of textual genres” of which advertising is one of the
didactically profitable elements with its specific
combination of linguistic and iconic signs.

For (Fath, 2010) "the advertising spot can become a
valuable pedagogical tool" insofar as it is a gateway to the
cultural context of a given society with its values, norms
and representations.

8. Methodology and Approach in a French
Course
Advertising is presented as an assembly uniting iconic
and linguistic signs, two distinct but inseparable
components. It is the "image-text" (Spitzer, 1978, p. 54).
This particularity opens several avenues for its
pedagogical use in the language classroom.
8.1. The Images Used
All advertisements can be used for educational purposes,
but modifications can be made to adapt them and make
them suitable for teaching.
The analysis and interpretation of an advertising poster
is based on two major axes: Iconographic and textual
(Figure 1).
8.1.1. The iconographic axis
e The immediate constituents of the image (the first
elements that jump out at us).
e The meaning and representation of iconographic
signs (lines, colours, logo).
e The scenic characteristics of the image (the different
planes, the angles of the shot).
e The

content presented (the product) and the receiver.

communicative relationship between the
e The socio-cultural issue and its impact.
8.1.2. The textual axis
o Identification of the words in the advertising text:
brand name, slogan and their meaning at the
denotative and connotative level.

e The rhetorical dimension of the discourse:
metaphors / figures of speech in addition to the
implicit.

e The message in its argumentative dimension: logical
sequences and sales arguments.

8.1.3. The actors
The learner is at the centre of the teaching/learning
process. His/her act consists of the construction of
his/her own learning (empowerment) under the
guidance of the teacher.
8.2. Examples of Advertising Analysis
8.2.1. Example 1
The context
Among the criteria that contribute to the success of the
advertisement is the right choice of context. A selection
that targets the most relevant objects to be used with the
objective of consolidating the

primary growing

reputation of the producer, and presenting the
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product/service in a very "people" and worldly way.

The advertiser also capitalises on the product with
different types of spots aimed at customers with good
purchasing power. It is therefore reasonable to choose
the best-known and most frequented channels to
promote your models, and the quality of the high-end
printing medium is highly recommended.
Visual signs

The analysis of the visual signs that make up the plastic
message remains an infallible step, a must for a complete
and fairly broad vision of the ad. These elements concern:
= The framework [...]

= The framing [...]

= The angle of the shot and the choice of the lens [...] o

The composition [...]
= Layout, colour and lighting, shape, composition,
texture (URL2).

For example, the placement of the elements, the fact of
placing the product in line with the eye, immediately
attracts the reader's attention. At the symbolic level, the
chromatic codes and the choice of colours highlight the
body and better present its curves and shapes, and also
evoke art photography in a subjective way.

Indeed, the enhancement of the property is highly
dependent on the textual aspect of a typeface whose
ornamental perspective is a guarantee of aestheticism
and attractiveness. In addition, the reader is influenced
by the various iconic messages that have prepared him to
accept and mentally integrate the rhetorical aspect. This
multi-dimensional technique creates a set of cognitive
abilities in the learner that facilitates both the coding and
memorization of the product.

8.2.2. Example 2

We propose here a pedagogical approach that can be
carried out in an FLE class:

In an oral or written session, learners will work on the
advertising poster by analysing its two components:
iconic and textual. For the icon, learners will be asked to
study figurative and non-figurative elements such as
colours and composition, i.e. qualified (value-bearing)
icons.

They will also resort to a triadic semiotic analysis by
exploiting its three basic poles: the representamen as a
trigger of the semiotic process, the interpreter and the
object in order to deconstruct the advertising image and
grasp its different meanings.

They will then try to show the socio-cultural side of the
poster by pointing out the Moroccan context. To conclude
the analysis, the learners will highlight the relationship
between the textual and the visual and the contribution
of this relationship to the success of the advertising
poster.

8.3. The Argumentative Strategy

For Figure 2 the argumentative strategy is carried out in
three stages:

8.3.1. The first stage

Which aims first of all to make the recipient aware of the
product and then its learning (a cognitive option). In

order to achieve this objective, it is necessary to use
framing in its notion of distance by focusing on the size of
the image (the dimensions of the object).

8.3.2. The second stage

This stage is designed to seduce and hook the learner by
emphasising the emotional aspect (an affective option).
The colours, shapes and fashions of the photos the
advertiser chooses are not random, they all have
significant affective dimensions. Of course, this is not
without the socio-cultural frame of reference which is
omnipresent in the advertising mind and which is
considered to be the promising guarantor of the
credibility of the ad.

8.3.3. The third stage

Concludes the two previous stages. Its aim is to challenge
the reader and expect a response from him or her by
means of

= Stimulating the cognitive process via perception,

memorization, reasoning and decision making.
= Inspiring the desire to buy the product and
persuading the receiver to make the purchase.

The highlighted product and/or service becomes in a way
the representation of an abstract implicit discourse,
which goes beyond the image and refers more to the
social clan by pushing the receiver to adopt the values
propagated by the ad. This affective/emotional aspect
deals in magnitude with the subjective function in
relation to the objective one. In other words, to enhance
the evaluative component of the product and its social
perception (the search for belonging to a social class).
8.4. The Main Phases of a French Course

The course is structured around three phases:

8.4.1. Before the lesson

The teacher integrates the learner in the construction of
the lesson by asking him/her to prepare a file on the
chosen theme. For example: the effects of new
communication technology on people's daily lives, based
on the INWI advertisement.
The research carried out can occasionally deal with the
lexical or semantic field that will be the framework of the
activity envisaged in class. E.g.: a list of all the words
related to communication.
8.4.2. During the course

Getting the learners involved in the piloting and
implementation of the course is not an easy task. To
achieve this, the teacher first explains the process to be
followed to analyse the poster, then recommends
working in groups according to a clear grid covering
shapes, colours, characters and words. Once this has
been done, the results should be pooled and the clues
noted on the board. The evaluation of the effectiveness of
the analysed message is the final point to be discussed.
During this evaluation questions can be asked such as:

= Did you like the product?

= Would you like to buy it?
8.4.3. After the lesson
This last phase is seen as an extension of the oral work
done in class, the learner is asked to continue his or her
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written research individually at home. The suggested

activities consist of:

= Reproduction of the subject sheet from the class
session (for the more advanced learners)

= Collecting similar advertisements from competing
brands.

To get more out of the product, the use of ICT is one of

the best ways to manipulate the image. This step is

supposed to be supported by the necessary linguistic

work to improve learners' lexical competence.

In this sense, learners will use computers with image

editing software to change elements of the text-image

such as the frame or background, which will allow them

to check the assumptions and answers they have made

about the meanings of the advert.

9. Conclusion

In conclusion, we have mentioned a section on
advertising in the French classroom in an attempt to
present one didactic model among others. In other
words, our proposal has covered the activities and the
methodology adapted to the exploitation of this didactic
support.

Thus, we have carried out a semiotic analysis of
advertising posters which are both a means of expression
for the advertisers as enunciators and a means of
understanding and interpretation for the public, in this
case the learners in the FLE classroom. Along the way, we
became interested in other themes that we consider
essential to our work, such as pragmatics and
argumentative strategy, focusing on the textual, the
visual, the socio-cultural and the image/text relationship.
We found through our study that the socio-cultural factor
is inseparable from the production and design of an
advertising poster. Moreover it has an impact on the
analysis and the choice of the type of advertising poster
in an EFL classroom. The learner looks for situations in
the learning situations that are similar to his or her real
life experience. This procedure allows him to operate the
signs which are familiar to him to use them in the various
proposed pedagogical operations.

Finally, it should be noted that the contribution of the
semiotic model to the field of didactics is manifested in
the wunderstanding of the different processes of
description of actions used in the field of teaching. In
other words, this model aims to highlight systems of
meaning that are based on objective representations and
rational operating rules.
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violence is expressed as an important problem all over
the world and cultures (Aksoy et ak., 2013).

1. Introduction
Domestic violence is a major problem that negatively

affects the lives of family members and thus the social
structure in both urban and rural life. Although this
problem is a common problem not only in our country
but also in all countries of the world, it is increasing
rapidly every year. Violence is accepted as a public health
problem that can be seen in all areas of human life and its
prevalence is increasing in terms of the world. Domestic
violence, on the other hand, is defined as an act carried
out by one of the family members towards another family
member, who shares the same house and has a kinship
relationship, which disrupts the physical and
psychological integrity of the individual subjected to
violence and harms his/her personality. When the types
of violence are examined, it is seen that domestic
violence, which is applied by men against women and
children, is stated as the most common type of violence
regardless of variables such as geographical boundaries,
economic development level and education level, and

Domestic violence can be defined as any kind of
aggressive behavior that a person exerts against his/her
spouse, children, parents, siblings or close relatives
(Akin, 2013). All kinds of aggressive behaviors include
not only physical behaviors that constitute physical
violence but also economic, emotional and sexual
violence that occurs as a result of behaviors such as
threatening, despising, humiliating and restricting
economic freedom (Mor Cati, 2015). Undoubtedly,
women are the ones who are most exposed to domestic
violence. Although there are quite sufficient legal
regulations regarding domestic violence in Tirkiye,
violence continues to increase day by day. In particular,
female children and women are exposed to physical,
economic, psychological and sexual violence in the
context of the nuclear family, extended family, on the
street, at school and in business life, and the violence has
very comprehensive consequences ranging from female
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children's inability to read to women's inability to
participate effectively in social life, to the unwanted
marriages arising due to the increase of women’s
violence against their children and disabilities and
deaths.

The epidemic caused by COVID-19, which has turned into
a pandemic, still continues to have an effect all over the
world. Many countries have implemented various
measures such as social distancing, isolation and, in some
cases, quarantine in order to control the epidemic
despite the rapid spread of the virus and the absence of
drugs or vaccines that have been proven to be effective.
With social isolation measures and quarantine practices,
there have been reports that crime rates in the society
have decreased in various parts of the world, but
domestic violence, violence against women and domestic
violence have increased and concerns have been
expressed in this regard (Toprak et al., 2020). Following
the news in the media, the World Health Organization
published a report in March 2020 that drew attention to
this situation and included recommendations for the
health systems of the countries (Time, 2020). Similarly,
the Council of Europe reported an alarming increase in
cases of domestic violence in a large number of council
members during the COVID-19 pandemic. The aim of this
study is to investigate how the COVID-19 process affects
the family and domestic violence.

2. Significance of the Study

The pandemic process, which increases its intensity more
and more, undoubtedly increases the unknown and
curious issues day by day. With this study, the effects of
family and domestic violence, which are among the
institutions most affected by this process, have been
revealed. During the pandemic period, isolation at home
has been recommended as the safest measure to protect
from the virus and not to infect others. However, houses,
which should be a safe area for everyone, are very risky
places for individuals who are exposed to domestic
violence. Those who committed violence and individuals
who were exposed to it with the epidemic suddenly
closed down in their houses and entered a process in
which the risk of exposure to domestic violence
increased even more by being stuck in an abusive
relationship.

In this context, social isolation at home has made
individuals who are exposed to domestic violence
vulnerable to another danger while protecting them from
a danger. It is known that the risk is higher especially for
vulnerable groups such as women, children, elderly and
disabled individuals. Women who were most exposed to
domestic violence had more difficulty in reaching
support mechanisms than ever before when they were
locked in a house with men who committed violence 24
hours a day. Women call the helplines at the first
opportunity they are alone, and they are afraid of being
exposed to more violence if the violent man is aware of it
(Mor Cati, 2020). It is also reported that some individuals

who are exposed to domestic violence are afraid to go to
hospitals due to the fear of COVID-19 contagion (Usher,
2020). Social isolation has also made it difficult for
women to access social supports such as family or
friends, and the traces of violence have been hidden in
the house. In addition, women were dismissed due to the
pandemic or forced to take unpaid leave. Economic
losses/difficulties may have made it even more difficult
to leave the violent spouse/partner and thus move away
from violence (Washington Post, 2020).

3. Literature Review

3.1. Definition of Domestic Violence

The family, which should be a unit that meets the
nutritional and care needs of individuals, gives a sense of
trust, protects and improves physical and mental health,
is often the only focus where all kinds of violence are
nourished and applied (Aile, 2004). While the society is
held responsible for the violence that takes place outside
the family, the violence occurring within the family
remains confidential, is accepted as a private life, and is
often accepted as usual and legally (Dekeseredy, 2004).
Public awareness about domestic violence is very
variable. There may be opinions in the form of not
believing and denying the existence of such violence, as
well as opinions that approve such violence. Violence is
all of the individual or collective movements that cause
people to be physically or mentally injured, injured and
disabled. Domestic violence, on the other hand, refers to
the realization of such a movement in the family.
Domestic violence is largely directed at women and
children, and the person who committed this violence is
also a man. 90% of the physical and sexual violence
reported by psychiatric patients was committed by
family members. All of the behaviors that disrupt the
mental and physical integrity of the child are defined as
child abuse. Another frequently used concept in this field
is child neglect. This means that parents do not meet the
basic vital needs of children such as care, nutrition,
shelter, warm-up, dressing, meeting their health and
education needs, or do not adopt a wrong attitude and
use contemporary information on these issues.

3.2. Causes of Violence

The causes of violence are very diverse and complex. In
terms of easy understanding, it is possible to collect the
causes of violence in general and domestic violence in
particular under three main headings: biological reasons,
psychological reasons and social reasons.

3.3. Biological Causes of Domestic Violence

Biological causes include some mental illnesses such as
the effect of masculinity hormones, schizophrenia,
paranoid schizophrenia, and some mental disorders such
as antisocial personality disorder. The fact that the
aggressive family members who commit violence are
mostly men and that these aggressive behaviors start to
decrease with advancing age suggests that masculinity
hormones are effective in violent behavior. Delusions,
hallucinations (seeing, hearing or smelling things that do
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not really exist), schizophrenia that occurs with
symptoms such as distancing from reality, loss of
emotional responses, deterioration of social relations,
and paranoid schizophrenia, which is a special type of
this, where feelings such as suspicion, jealousy, and
arrogance come to the forefront, are among the biological
causes (Jackson 1999). Antisocial personality disorders,
in which attitudes such as irresponsible, reactive and
thoughtless behavior, showing unscrupulous and
criminal behaviors and enjoying them are seen, are
among the biological causes of violence.

3.4. Psychological Causes of Domestic Violence
Women who are constantly subjected to domestic
violence, that is, beaten by their spouses, have not chosen
to be like this. Most spouses who commit violence do not
practice it in the early stages of family unity. When deep
spiritual ties begin to form, then violent tendencies
manifest themselves (Bilgel, 2006). The first attack of
violence is a surprise for the abused spouse and is not
interpreted in any way as a tendency to violence. But the
truth is that the nature of violence tends to increase over
time. Initial injuries are considered minor and
insignificant, and the abused spouse believes that the
abusive spouse does not intend to harm him/her. There
is no significant change in their feelings towards their
spouse. However, when the extent of violence progresses,
the emotional bond of the violated spouse gradually
weakens, the fear of encountering a greater attack of
violence increases if he/she leaves his/her spouse. Added
to this, the concern of not receiving support from social
institutions, the spouse who has been subjected to
violence finds himself/herself trapped in a devastating
marriage trap. People who use violence continue to use
violence if they think that the benefit they will receive
from this violence is more than the cost of violence. Why
do men beat up women? Because they can. For men, the
gains of beating their spouses are to eliminate emotional
pressures, find a way out of their disappointment, and
ensure that their own desires come true. On the other
hand, the cost is quite low. Because: Women cannot resist
this because they are physically and economically
vulnerable, society regards this phenomenon as a private
domestic issue and the efforts of protective social
organizations are limited. The most serious cost that the
person who commits violence may face is the loss of the
spouse through divorce, which is often controlled by
increasing the use of violence.

3.5. Social Causes of Domestic Violence

Violence is a behavior that can be learned. The most
important source of learning is the family of the person
who uses violence. It has been shown that those who
grow up in an environment where domestic violence is
practiced in childhood and youth have a tendency to
show violence. In addition, the acceptance of violence as
a value judgment shared by the society and its transfer
from generation to generation is also accepted as a social
reason. The inadequacy of communication skills of
societies, the habit of expressing emotions and thoughts

in provocative ways, unconscious accusations, false sense
of honor and morality can also be counted among the
social causes of violence. Socio-economic pressures such
as poverty, being unlucky in the face of life, lack of
expectations and acquired qualities may also cause
violence. People with alcohol and substance addiction are
more prone to violence as a result of the mental effects
caused by these social factors and the addictive
substances they use (Yetim, 2008; Yildirim, 2013).

3.6. Types of Domestic Violence

Domestic violence can occur in different ways when its
application and the people to whom it is applied are
taken into consideration. As per its application: Physical,
emotional (psychological) and economic violence can be
mentioned.

3.7. Physical Violence

It is the most common form of domestic violence.
Physical violence practices include shaking, beating,
slapping, beating, throwing objects at the individual,
hitting the walls, dragging the individual by the hair and
to the ground, pushing, beating him/her with sticks and
wood, tying the individual’s hands, forcibly having sexual
intercourse, walking onto the individual with sharp
objects, and using the same to injure the individual, using
firearms, and killing persons (Aktas, 2006).

3.8. Emotional Violence

All of the actions that are performed without physical
pressure such as yelling at the person, humiliating the
person in front of others, hurting his/her pride,
threatening to inflict physical violence, taking away the
freedom of expression of the person's feelings and
thoughts, forcing him/her to think and act as
himself/herself, restricting the freedom of movement of
the person, prohibiting communication with his/her
family members or friends, restricting the freedom of
dressing as the person desires, and disrupting his/her
mental health are within the scope of emotional violence
(Aksoy, 1999).

3.9. Economic Violence

Actions such as taking away the freedom of people to
work and to provide income, preventing them from
buying and selling goods, confiscating their income, and
forcing them to work to provide income (Aksoy, 1999).
According to the people to whom domestic violence is
applied, it may be in the form of violence against spouses,
children or elderly people at home. In terms of violence
against spouses, it is more common for men to use
violence against women.

3.10. Domestic Violence during the Covid-19 Process
During the pandemic period, isolation at home has been
recommended as the safest measure to protect from the
virus and not to infect others. However, houses, which
should be a safe area for everyone, are very risky places
for women, children and the elderly who are exposed to
violence. Those who committed violence with the
epidemic and those who were exposed to violence
suddenly closed down at home and entered a process in
which the risk of exposure to domestic violence
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increased even more by being stuck in an abusive
relationship. In this context, while social isolation at
home protects from the risk of COVID-19, it has made it
open to another danger. It is reported that the risk is
higher especially for disadvantaged groups such as
women, children, elderly and disabled. While women
were locked in a house with men who committed
violence for 24 hours in this process, they had more
difficulty than ever in accessing support mechanisms.
Women call the helplines at the first opportunity they are
alone, and they are afraid of being exposed to more
violence if the violent man is aware of it.

It is also reported that some women who are exposed to
domestic violence are afraid to go to hospitals due to the
fear of COVID-19 transmission. Social isolation also made
it difficult for those who were exposed to violence to
access social supports such as family or friends, and the
traces of violence were hidden in the house. In addition,
women who were most exposed to domestic violence
were dismissed or forced to take unpaid leave due to the
pandemic, and economic losses/difficulties made it more
difficult to leave the violent spouse/partner and thus to
get away from violence. With the widespread use of the
Internet and technology in recent years, digital violence
is on the agenda as a new form of gender-based violence.
Digital violence is defined as the sending, publishing and
persistent pursuit of materials such as insult, threat, hate,
blasphemy or sexually explicit writing, image, etc. against
women in the digital internet environment. It has been
reported that the number of applications received due to
digital violence in Tiirkiye has increased during the
pandemic period and constitutes 11% of all notifications.
This increase seems to be related to the increase in the
use of technology in homes with staying at home to
ensure social isolation. In addition to being limited to the
spouse/partner who inflicts violence at home, it is
reported that many factors such as a general fear and
uncertainty about the epidemic in the society,
psychological  problems caused by increasing
unemployment and economic difficulties, difficulties in
accessing the health system, and an increase in alcohol
consumption caused by isolation at home increase
domestic violence. Previous epidemic and natural
disaster experiences in the world similarly show that
family violence increases during the epidemic process
and, on the other hand, preventive and preventive
activities decrease. In addition, it is stated that the
increase in domestic violence incidents that increase
after natural disasters can last up to one year after the
end of the disaster.

4. Method

As a result of the examination of the data shared on the
internet, the basic data of the research were obtained by
subjecting it to content analysis with literature review. In
addition, the Tarsus example, which is an example
related to this subject, was evaluated. In the Tarsus
example, the main data of the study constitute the

number of monthly domestic violence applications
received from the Tarsus Courthouse. By applying to
Tarsus Courthouse with a petition, the monthly number
of people who applied for domestic violence was
requested. The number of domestic violence in March,
April, May, June, July, August, September, October,
November, December, January and February of the
previous year was taken as the prequarantine period on
a monthly basis. As for the quarantine period, the
number of domestic violence in March, April, May and
June was taken on a monthly basis due to the first
Covid19 case announced on March 13 in Tiirkiye. The
number of domestic violence officially received from the
Tarsus Courthouse was divided into two periods as pre-
quarantine and quarantine period. At the same time,
these months were compared with the same periods of
the previous year and averaged. These averages were
compared and the percentage increase in the quarantine
process was calculated.

5. Findings and Interpretation

Even in the routine flow of life, when the situation is so
dire, what kind of change occurs in domestic violence
when life goes beyond the normal flow? How did the
restrictions applied during the COVID-19 process
affected the domestic violence cases, which is the main
question of the study? Did it increase or decrease? It did.
As a result of the research conducted to find the answer
to this question, it has been determined that the general
increase in domestic violence in Tarsus district during
the COVID-19 process and the restrictions applied during
the quarantine process is 129.48%, and the increase in
family violence in the comparison of the quarantine
months with the same months of the previous year is
276.84%.

The number of 12-month cases was determined and
averaged before March, the month in which the
restriction and quarantine applications started.
Accordingly, there were a total of 2253 applications to
the Tarsus courthouse for domestic violence incidents,
94 in March 2019, 101 in April 2019, 93 in May 2019, 92
in June 2019, 102 in July 2019, 89 in August 2019, 150 in
September 2019, 293 in October 2019, 310 in November
2019, 302 in December 2019, 341 in January 2020 and
286 in February 2020. The monthly average of domestic
violence cases in these 12-month months before the
quarantine process is 187.75.

The first case of COVID-19 in Tiirkiye was announced by
the Ministry of Health on March 16 2019 and restrictions
and quarantine measures have been implemented almost
everywhere and in all segments since then. In this study,
since domestic violence cases are monthly, a four-month
period was taken as the month in which the restrictions
and quarantine process started, including March and
June, which is the month in which the restrictions were
lifted. In this case, there were 335 applications to the
Tarsus courthouse in March, which was the month when
the quarantine restrictions started, 237 in April, 382 in
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May, and 478 applications in June, which was the month
when the restrictions started to be relaxed. There were a
total of 1432 applications in this four-month period
where restrictions and quarantine measures were
applied, and the monthly average of domestic violence
cases in this four-month period was 358. Considering the
monthly average rates, there was an increase of 129.48%
in domestic violence cases in Tarsus district during the
COVID-19 process. The ratio of the quarantine period and
the months in which the restrictions were applied to the
months in the previous year was 94 in March 2019, 101
in April 2019, 93 in May 2019, 92 in June 2019, and the
average of these months was 94. When the quarantine
months are calculated, it is 335 in March 2020, 237 in
April 2020, 382 in May 2020, and 478 in June 2020. The
average of the quarantine months is 358. When the same
months of the two years were compared, there was an
increase of 276.84% in domestic violence cases.

6. Conclusion and Recommendations
Undoubtedly, the COVID-19 Pandemic has
affected all segments of society and has negatively
affected every condition related to human and human,
which is the basic building block of society. This process,
which completely affects the daily routine life activities of

deeply

humanity, has caused the economic and economic
activities to be affected negatively and even stopped.
Global giant brands of the world have been incapacitated
in this process and have had difficulty in producing
solutions for a short time. Quarantine practices have
locked people up in their homes, so to speak, and for the
first time in the history of the world, humanity has
witnessed house arrest in all countries. People are unable
to do their daily work or even meet their daily needs.

The main subject of the study is the situation followed by
domestic violence during the COVID-19 quarantine and
restriction process. As the research clearly reveals, the
COVID-19 process affected almost all
segments, as well as negatively affected family relations,

negatively

and accordingly, triggered the increase in domestic
violence. Individuals' staying indoors for a long time, not
being able to meet their needs, not being able to fulfill
their economic activities, stopping trade, and being
prevented increased their feelings and caused people to
experience the process of house arrest.

In this process, it was determined that the conflicts
between the husband and wife increased in the family
members who shared the same environment at home for
a long time. The study clearly reveals that violence is
increasing exponentially and rapidly day by day. The
family, which constitutes the basic structure of the
society, is one of the most affected institutions in this
process. It has been determined that the cases of
domestic violence during the quarantine months where
the restrictions are applied increased by 129.48% and
the increase in the quarantine months compared to the
previous year is 276.84%.

As a suggestion for institutions to prevent domestic

violence:

It has been determined that as the time spent indoors
with quarantine applications
violence increases in parallel with this. In such cases, it
should be known that there will be a general increase in

increases, domestic

domestic violence during curfews and it may be
suggested to take measures by the competent authorities
accordingly.
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Ozet: Giiney Kafkasya Karadeniz ve Hazar Deniz’i arasinda yer alan, Avrupa ve Asya’nin sinirinda yerlesen diinyanin en zengin ve ¢ok
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saglamaktadir. Kafkasya Asya, Avrupa ve Afrika kitalarini
birbirleri ile bulusturan 6nemli bir gecis noktasidir.
Dolayisyla bolge her zaman biiyiik devletlerin ¢ikar ve

1. Giris

“Kafkas” veya “Kafkasya” adi tarihte ilk kez eski Yunan
diigiiniirlerinden Aiskhylos’un M.0. 490l yillarda kaleme
aldigy, “Zincire Vurulmus Zevk ve Eglence” adli eserinde
kullandig1 “Kavkasos Dag1” deyimiyle ortaya ¢ikmistir.

catisma noktasi olmustur. Giiney Kafkasya ilk ¢aglardan
beri diinya halklarinin dikkatini ¢eken ¢ok 6nemli bir

Kafkasya eski Yunanhlardan Romalilara kadar jeopolitik yapiya sahip olmustur. Bu sebepten de ¢ok
“Kavkasus”, Roénesanstan sonra ise Humanistlerin onemli  ticaret  kavsaklarmin  merkezi  olmakla,
eserlerinde, “Caucasus”, “Caucasia”, “Caucasie”, adlariyla yuzyillardir 6nemini hi¢ kaybetmemektedir.

nitelendirilmistir  (Demir, 2003). Giiney Kafkasya Gliney Kafkasya Biiytik Kafkas Daglar'min en yiksek
bélgesini, Ruslar “Zakavkazya”, ingilizler zirvelerinden baslayarak, Kiiciik Kafkas Daglari’nin giiney

eteklerine kadar uzanmaktadir. Insan yasami igin
elverisli iklimiyle bir¢cok toplulugun akinlarina ugrayan

“Transcaucasus”, Osmanli ve Araplar “Mavera-i Kafkasya”
adlandirmislar ve Giliney Kafkasya anlamindan daha ¢ok

“Kafkas Otesi” anlamini kullanmayi tercih etmisler (Acar,
2005).

Kafkasya Karadeniz ve Hazar Deniz'i arasinda yer alan,
Avrupa ve Asya'nin sinirinda yerlesen diinyanin en
zengin ve ¢ok kiltiirlii bolgelerinden birisidir. Akdeniz,
Ege Denizi, Marmara Denizi, Bogazlar, Karadeniz, Azak
Denizi sayesinde Dogu ve Bati arasinda tiim baglantilari

bolge, doguda Hazar Denizi, batida Akdeniz ve Karadeniz,
kuzeyde Biiyiik Kafkas Daglari, Kuban ve Kuma nehirleri,
giineyde Tirkiye ve Iran ile simirlanmistir. Giiney
Kafkasya, Kirim'in dogusundaki Taman Yarimadasi’ndan
Hazar Denizi'nin batisindaki Abseron Yarimadasi'na
kadar uzanmaktadir. Giiney Kafkasya veya bir diger
adiyla devlet

Transkafkasya’da ¢  bagimsiz
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bulunmaktadir: Azerbaycan, Giircistan ve Ermenistan.
Azerbaycan Giircistan ve Ermenistan farkh dil, din ve
etnik gruplara sahip tlkelerdir. Fakat tarih, cografya ve
ekonomik baglar bu ¢ tlkeyi aymi boélge olarak
tanimlamaya olanak saglhiyor. Buna ragmen, Kuzey
Kafkasya'y1 cografi olarak Avrupa kitasina dahil ederken
Giiney Kafkasya'y1 ise Asya kitasina dahil ediyorlar.
Ancak siyasi agidan Kafkasya bir biitiin olarak Avrupa
kitasina dahildir (Sapmaz, 2008).

Giiney Kafkasya batis1 Karadeniz dogusu Hazar denizi
gibi iki 6nemli su havzasiyla sinirlanan, kuzeyi diinyaca
meshur daglariyla cevrili oldukca o6nemli jeopolitik
konuma sahip olan bir bélgedir. Tarih boyunca bir¢ok
farkli kavmin yasadigi bu bolgede pek ¢ok farkh kiiltiir izi
gorebilmekteyiz. Giiney Kafkasya, cografi
dolayisiyla birgok biiyiik devletin hakimiyet kurmaya
calistig1 bir bolgedir. Tarih boyunca pek ¢ok kavme ev
sahipligi yapmis olan Giiney Kafkasya, XVI. ytizyildan
itibaren sicak denizlere inme niyetinde olan Rusya
tarafindan isgal edilmeye ¢alisilmistir.

konumu

Giiney Kafkasya bir¢ok etnik unsurun, dilin, dinin,
kiltiriin  bir arada yasadigt bir cografyadir. Aymi
zamanda Hazar Denizi ile Orta Asya petrolunun merkezi
ve bu petrolin diinya pazarlarina ulastirilmasi
konumundadir. Tiim bu ayricaliklar1 nedeniyle Giiney
Kafkasya tarih sahnesinde pek ¢ok farkl devletleri kargi-
karsiya getirmistir. Boélge ugruna eski zamanlardan
bugiine bir¢ok giicli devletler savas miicadeleleri
vermistir.

Carlik Rusya’s: Giiney Kafkasya’'nin isgali i¢in uzun yillar
glic miicadelesi vermistir. Yiizyillar boyunca devam eden
miicadelenin sonucunda XIX. yiizyilin baslarinda Carhk
Rusya’s1 Giiney Kafkasya'y1 isgal etmistir. Ruslar XVI.
ylzyildan beri hayalini kurdugu Giliney Kafkasya'y1 ele
gecirme arzusunu 1828 senesinde tiimiiyle hayata
gecirmistir. Rusya Giiney Kafkasya'da yaklasik iki asir
kadar hakimiyetini devam ettirmistir. 1991 senesinde
Sovyetler birligi dagilmis ve Giiney Kafkasya devletleri
Azerbaycan, Giirciistan ve Ermenistan bagimsizligini ilan
etmistir.

Bu c¢alismamizda Giiney Kafkasya bolgesi ile ilgili genel
bilgilere yer verilmektedir. Bu anlamda, Kafkasya isminin
kokeni, Kafkasya’nin cografi yapisi, tarihi ve cografi
gecmisi, stratejik  6nemi ile ilgili
bahsedilmistir. ~ Ayrica  ¢alismamizda, Rusya’nin
Kafkasya'ya karsi ylzyillardir duydugu ilgi, Giiney
Kafkasya’y1 isgali ve burada yaptigi antlagmalar,
yerlesme siireci, incelenmistir.

jeopolitik  ve

2. Giiney Kafkasya’'nin Tarihi Cografyasi

Kafkasya Avrupa ve Asya kitalarini birbirlerinden ayiran,
Karadeniz ve Hazar Denizi arasinda yerlesen diinyanin
olduk¢a elverisli yasam ve kiltir
merkezlerinden biridir (Ozgiil ve Ceylan, 2017). Kafkasya
tarih boyunca ticaret ve go¢ yollarinin en énemli doniim
noktasi olmustur (Kantarci, 2006). Ayni zamanda bdlge
onemli kesistigi  noktada
bulunmaktadir. Kafkasya Asya, Avrupa ve Afrika

en eski ve

oldukga kiltirlerin

kitalarini birbirleri ile bulusturuyorken, Karadeniz ve
Hazar Denizi arasinda ise bir nevi kara bogazi roliinii
oynamaktadir. Boélgenin ylzolglimii yaklasik 450.000
km2dir. Kafkasya giineyde Tiirkiye ve Iran, kuzeyde
Kuban ve Kuma ovasi, doguda Hazar Denizi, batida ise
Karadeniz ile ¢evrelenmistir. Bir cografi bolge olarak ise
Kafkasya, batisindaki
Yarimadasindan, Karadeniz'in kuzey dogusundaki Taman
Yarimadasina kadar uzaniyor (Kasikei ve Yilmaz, 1999).
Biiyiik Kafkas daglar1 Taman Yarimadasindan baglayarak
Abseron kadar uzaniyor. Bu dag
silsilesinin her iki tarafinin irtibatin1 saglayan esas gecit
baglantis1 Hazar Denizi'nin bati kiyisinda bulunan, ayni
zamanda Dagistan ve Azerbaycan arasinda baglantiy
saglayan Derbent Ge¢idi (Saydam, 1997) ile Kuzey Osetya
ve Giiney Osetya’y1 birbirine baglayan Daryal Gegidi'dir
(Tezcan, 2012). Bu daglar bolgenin en biiyiik yliksekligi
olmakla birlikte, Kafkasya’y1 Kuzey ve Giiney seklinde iki
cografi bolgeye ayiriyor.
Kafkasya ilk defa,
isimlendirilmeye  baslanan, mitolojik
zenginlikleri ile taninan (Yanar, 2002) bolgenin Kuzey
Kafkasya kismi XIX. ylizyildan baslayarak giintimiizde de
Kuzey Kafkasya Rusya Federasyonu hakimiyetindedir.
Giiney Kafkasya’da ise ii¢ bagimsiz cumhuriyet yer

Hazar Denizi'nin Abseron

Yarimadasi’na

M.O 479
tarihi  ve

olarak tarihinde,

almaktadir: Azerbaycan, Giircistan ve Ermenistan.

Giiney Kafkasya Karadeniz ve Hazar Deniz'i arasinda yer
aliyor. Ayn1 zamanda bolge Avrupa ve Asya’nin sinirinda
yerlesmekle diinyanin en tranzit  gegcit
merkezlerinden biri konumundadir. Yerlestigi cografi
konum dolayisiyla Giiney Kafkasya tarih boyunca ticaret
ve go¢ yollarmin en aktif kullanildigi bolge o6zelligini
tasimistir. Ticaret ve go¢ yollarinin merkezi haline
gelmesi bolgenin tarih boyunca her zaman bir¢ok biiylik

onemli

devletlerin ilgi odagina ¢evrilmesine sebebiyet vermistir.
Sonu¢ olarak tarih boyunca Kafkasya ugruna cesitli
farkl vermislerdir.  Cesitli
milletlere ev sahipliyi yapmis bolge de tarihin en eski
caglarindan beri pek ¢ok farkli topluluk yasamistir.

milletler miicadeleler

Yiizyillar boyunca biiyiik imparatorluklarin rekabet alani
olmus Giiney Kafkasya giiniimiizde de diinya devlletleri
icin 6nemini devam ettirmektedir. Giiney Kafkasya, ii¢
bliyiik imparatorlugun devami olan Tirkiye, Rusya
Federasyonu ve iran arasinda tampon bir bélgedir
(Sapmaz, 2008). Baska bir deyimle, sdyleyecek olursak
Giiney Kafkasya milletlerarasi ve kiiltiirleraras1 bir
kesisme noktasidir.

Avrupa ve Asya arasinda bir gecgit olusturan Gliney
Kafkasya, ytizyillardir ticaret yollarinin Kkesistigi daima
O6nemini koruyan bir ticaret merkezi konumundadir. Ayni
zamanda Gliney Kafkasya Orta Asya’ya acilan bir kapidir.
Giiney Kafkasya, Akdeniz-Ege Denizi-Bogazlar ve
Marmara Denizi- Karadeniz-Azak Denizi gibi birbirlerine
bagl denizlerin olusturduklar: bir su koridorunun dogu
ucunda bulunmaktadir. Bu cografi ozellikleri yanisira
Giiney Kafkasya Hazar denizi ile de ¢ok biiyiik koridor
baglantilar1 olan konumdadir. Firat ve Dicle irmaklar1 da
bu koridoru ortaya ¢ikaran, Hazar Denizi ile Karadeniz ve
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Akdeniz'in, Hint Okyanusu’na kolaylikla baglanmalarini
saghyor. Giiney Kafkasya bu 6zelligi ile “kuzey-giiney” ve
“dogu-bati” arasinda bir koéprii ve hamle yeridir
(Kantarci, 2005). Eski zamanlardan beri Giiney Kafkasya
onemli bir gecis noktasi olmakla birlikte ayni zamanda
Basra Korfezi'ni kontrol eden stratejik bir konuma da
sahiptir (Can, 1996). Tarih boyunca ¢ok biiylik 6neme
sahip olan Tarihi Ipek Yolu'nun en énemli kollarindan
birisi de Kafkasya’dan gegiyordu. Tiim bu sebeplerden
otiiri, eski zamanlardan beri pek ¢ok millet Kafkasya'ya
sahip olmak, bu yerlerde s6z sahibi olmak i¢in ¢esitli
micadeleler vermislerdir. Yukar1 da bahsettigimiz gibi
onemli yollarin merkezi konumuna gelen Kafkasya
cevredeki devletlerin ilgi odagl olmustur. Giliney
Kakkasya'nin tarihini inceledigimiz zaman gortyoruz ki
tarih sahnesine ismini kazimis bir¢ok biiyiik devlet bu
yerlere hakim olmak ugruna uzun streli savaslar
vermistir. Ozellikle de tarih boyunca Bizansllar,
Sasaniler, Osmanlilar, iranhlar ve Ruslar bu bslge ugruna
verdikleri miicadelelerle se¢ilmislerdir (Saray, 1988).

Kafkasya bolgesi tarih boyunca farkli kavimlerin go¢ ve
miicadele hareketlerinin sahidi olmustur. Hint-Avrupai,
irani ve Turani kokenli milletler Kafkasya topraklarinda
bir arada bulunmustur. Kafkasya topraklarinda yasayan
halklardan biri de Tiirkler olmustur (Kafkasya'nin pek
¢ok millete ev sahipligi yaptigi konusunda ayrica bkz.
Diuma, K’avk’asia: mogzaurobis shtabech’dilebani, gv.2;
Kafkasya, kitalarin birbirleri ile ulasimini saglamada en
onemli hat tzerinde yer almaktadir. Rusya bolgesinden
Akdeniz'e dogru gecen yolun tlizerinde olmasi ve Orta
Dogu ile Basra korfezine kadar olan hat boyunca gegis
noktast olmasi Kafkas cografyasim da cazip hale
getirmektedir. Bkz. Alexandre Grigoriantz, Kafkasya
Halklar1 Tarihi ve Etnografik Bir Sentez, ¢ev. Dogan
Yurdakul, Yeni Binyill Yayinlari, Istanbul 1999, s.16)
(Mert, 2004; Ceylan, 2009; Kilig, 2015; Tellioglu, 2017).
Giliney Kafkasya en eski Tirk kavimlerinden olan
Kimmerler (Okmen, 1973), iskitler, Alanlar, Hun, Avar,
Hazar, Pecenek, Uzlarin ve Roma ve Bizans’in hakimiyeti
altinda kalmustir. idil-Ural arasi Tiirklerin batiya goc
ederken en
olmustur. Bélgede pek cok kiiciik kabilenin varhg ilk
caglardan itibaren dikkat ¢eken bir husustur (Aydin,
2005; Yesilot, 2005; Demirag ve Karayeli, 2006;
Demirtepe, 2008; Kasim, 2009; Tellioglu, 2017). Daha
sonralar ise bolgedeki hakimligini strdiren giicler
Sasaniler, Araplar, Emeviler, Biiyiik Selcuklular, Anadolu
Selcuklulari, Kipgaklar, Mogollar, Altinordu, {lhaniler,
Safeviler olmuslardir. Bu devletlerin her biri bolge i¢in
cesitli miicadeleler vermistir. Bu miicadeleler yakin
donemlerde ise Osmanl Devleti, iran ve Rusya ile devam
etmistir. 50’nin istiinde farkli millet ve halkin yasadig1
Kafkasya bolgesinde Miislimanhik ve Hiristiyanlik en

cok kullandigr gilizergahlardan birisi

yaygin dinlerdendir (Pamuk, 1995).

Kafkasya'nin uzun yillar boyu silrekli catisma ve
miicadelelere sahit olmasinin esas sebebi hi¢ siiphesiz ki,
onun cografi konumu olmustur. Kafkasya'nin cografi
konum olmakla

sadece biiyiikk ¢atismalara sahne

kalmamis, bunun disinda boélgedeki dini ve etnik
zenginlige de getirip ¢ikarmistir. Tarih boyunca biiyiik
gliclerin hakimiyet kurdugu Giiney Kafkasya her
devletten belli bir mirasi da kendinde tasimaktadir.
Cografi olarak bolgenin daglk ve gecit vermez olmasi
burada yasayan cok farkl kiiltiirlerin devamlhiliklarini
siirdiirmesine olanak tanimistir. Bu cografi konum
bolgede yasayan halklarin kimliklerini korumalarina
yardim etmekle birlikte, ayni zamanda bu yapisindan
dolay1 ¢atismalarin ve tarihi husumetlerin de siirmesine
sebep olmustur (Demir, 2007). Kafkasya'nin jeopolitik
onemini artiran bir diger unsur ise bolgedeki petrol ve
dogalgaz servetleri ve bu servetlerin tasinmasi igin
gerekli olan enerji hatlardir.

Giiney Kafkasya icin yapilan miicadeleler ilk¢aglardan
itibaren baslamis ve orta ¢agda da devam etmistir. Orta
cagda bircok farkli devletler ve milletler Kafkasya'ya
sahip olmaya calismiglar, ama uzun siireli basariy1 elde
edememisler. Giiney Kafkasya tizerindeki hakimiyet uzun
sire Sasaniler, Bizans ve Hazarlar arasinda el
degistirmistir. Bu devletler arasindaki miicadeleler uzun
slire devam etmistir. Bu miicadeleler sirasinda Hazarlar
Kafkasya'nin giineyinde,
kuzeyinde yerlesseler de hi¢bir zaman kalict basarilar
elde edemediler. Sasaniler’den sonra Giiney Kafkasya'da

Bizans ve Sasaniler ise

hakimligi Araplar iistlenmeye calistilar. Fakat Islam
ordular1 farkh cografi boélgelerde elde ettikleri biiyiik
basarilarini burada tekrarlayamadilar. Hatta, Emevi
kumandani Mervan Muhammed El-Cezire 737 yilinda
Hazarlar1 maglup etti ve baskent El-Beyda'ya kadar
ilerledi. Fakat bu kadar ilerlemeye ragmen Kafkasya
bélgesi islam hakimiyetine tiimiiyle girmedi (Cog, 2009).
Devamliligi olmamasina bakilmaksizin, Araplar Giiney
Kafkasya’da islam niifusu tesis edebilmislerdi. Buraya
gonderilen Emevi, daha sonrasinda ise Abbasi valileri
zamanla Kkendi siilalelerine baghh olan hakimiyet
kurmuslardi. Bu siilaleler halifenin ruhani liderligini
taniyorlardi, ama siyasi bakimdan tamamen bagimsiz
idiler (Caferoglu, 1932). Giiney Kafkasya lizerinde en
fazla tesiri olan diger imparatorluklara Selguklular1 ve
Mogollarr’da 6rnek verebiliriz.

XVIL. yiizyihin ortalarina gelindiginde Giliney Kafkasya
durumlar oldukga karismaya baslamisti. Cografi konumu
geregi Giiney Kafkasya’da liderlik ugruna iki biiyiik gii¢
miicadele halindeydi:
imparatorlugu. Bu dénem Ruslar bélgedeki siyasi
dengeleri degistirebilecek kadar 6nemli konuma sahip
olmaya baghyorlardi (Saydam, 2014). Osmanh ve
Safeviler baslangicta Rus yeteri kadar
anlayamadilar. Halbuki Giiney Kafkasya Rusya i¢in
oldukca 6nemli jeopolitik konuma sahipti. Carlik Rusya’s1
sicak denizlere inme politikasim1 gercgeklestirmek igin
Giiney Kafkasya'nin isgalini ¢ok énemsiyordu (Guliyeva,
2004). Bu yolda ilk adimi Ruslar XVI. yiizyilda atmis
oldular. Uzun yillar Rusya'min Volga boyunca Hazar
Denizi'ne ve Karadeniz’'e inmesini engelleyen Kazan 1552
senesinde Rusya tarafindan isgal edilmisti (Kurat, 1978).
Kirim Hani Devlet Giray Kazan1 kurtarmaya calissa da

Osmanli Devleti ve Safevi

tehlikesini
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bunda basarili olamamisti. Hatta 1556 yilinda Astarhan
Hanligl da Rusya tarafindan zapt edilmisti. Bununla da
Ruslar Kafkasya’'ya yonelik atmaya
baslamiglard1 (Gokge, 1979). Boylece, Rusya tarihinde
yeni bir devir baslamis oldu.

ilk adimlarini

Kazan'in Ruslar tarafindan isgali Ruslara Kafkasya’'nin
kapilarini agmisti. Daha sonrasinda Astarhan’in isgali ise
Ruslar i¢in biiyiik bir 6nem tasiyordu (Mustafazade,
2001). Ciinkii Hazar Denizi'nin kuzeyinden gegen ticaret
yollar1 kontrol altina almmusti. Bélgedeki Tiirk niifusunun
oldukca yogun oldugunu ¢ok iyi bilen Rusya, yavas yavas
Hazar kiyilarina dogru sokulmaya baslamisti. Rusya bu
adimla Ortadogu tarihinde etkinligini hissettirmeye
baslamis oldu. Rusya artik siradan bir devlet degil,
imparatorluk olmaya basarmisti.

XVIIL. yiizyll boyunca Rusya’nin Kafkasya politikasinda
¢cok 6nemli bir degisiklik olmadi. XVII. ylzyll daha ¢ok
Rusya’nin ilerideki biiylik zaferlerine hazirlik yillar
olarak ge¢cmistir. Donemin diger biiylik devletlerinden
biri olan Osmanl Devleti ise iran ile yaptig1 savaslarda
iyice yipranmisti. Bu dénem Giiney Kafkasya’'da varligini
stirdiiren Azerbaycan Hanliklar1 ve Glircistan ise Osmanl
Devleti ve Iran arasinda devam eden bu savaglar
sirasinda sik-sik el degistirmekten yorulmustu. Rusya’nin
Giiney Kafkasya'y: isgali esnasinda Azerbaycan Tiirkleri
Ruslara karsi biiyiik miicadeleler verirken (Esedov ve
Kerimova, 1993), Giircistan icin ise bunu sdylemek pek
miimkiin degildi. Ciinkii Ruslar da Gilirciler gibi
Hiristiyan topluluklardi. Bu sebepten de aralarindaki
iliski daha sicakti. Hal boyleyken, ilerleyen yillarda
Giirctiler Kafkasya'y1 ele gecirmeye c¢alisan Ruslarin
himayesini kolaylhkla kabul etmislerdi ve Giircistan 1801
yilinda Rusya tarafindan isgal edilmistir (Pamuk, 1995).
XIX. ylizyilin baslarindan itibaren Rusya artik ytlizyillardir
ugruna savastifl Kafkasya'yt tamamen ele gecirmeyi
basardi. bolgeyi ele calisirken
Azerbaycan’da Bakii, Nahg¢ivan, Derbent, Revan, Karabag,
Quba, Gence, Seki, Sirvan, Lenkeran ve b Azerbaycan
Hanliklar1 varligini siirdiirmekteydi ve bu hanliklar Rus

Ruslar gecirmeye

istilasina karsi sonuna kadar miicadele etmislerdi
(Resulzada, 1990). Fakat sonug itibari ile bu hanliklar
XIX. yiizyi1lda daha gii¢lii olan Rus kuvvetleri tarafindan
ele gecirildiler. I. Petro’dan sonra hakimiyete ge¢mis car I
Aleksandr'in  zamaninda da Ruslar Kafkasya'ya
yerlesmeye devam etmisler ve onlarin bu boélgedeki
niifuzlari olduk¢a artmistir (Demir, 2003). 1828’de Rusya
ve [ran arasinda baglanan “Tiirkmencay Antlasmasr’ndan
sonra Rusya Giliney Kafkasya’ya (Azerbaycan ve
Giircistan’a) kesin olarak yerlesmistir (Bakixanov, 2001).
Carlik Rusya’s1 yaklasik bir asir kadar Giiney Kafkasya'ya
hikim olmustur ve bu hakimiyetin ardindan Birinci
Diinya Savasi ve Rusya’da 1917 senesinde Bolsevik
devriminin baslamasi Carlik Rusya’sinin devrilmesine
neden olmustur (Kurat, 1990). Buna karsilik Rusya’da i¢
cekismeler artmis ve senelerdir bagimsizhik bekleyen
halklar bu yol ugruna vermeye
baslamiglardir. XX ytizyilin baslarinda Giiney Kafkasya’'da
yasayan U¢ millet bagimsizlik hedeflerine ulasmak igin

miicadeleler

Rusya’da bas veren devrimi firsat bilmisti. 26 May1s 1918
senesinde Giiney Kafkasya’da Giircistan ardindan ise
Azerbaycan ve Cumbhuriyetleri
bagimsizliklarini ilan ettiler (Simsgir, 2002).

Her ne kadar Giiney Kafkasya’daki bu {i¢ devlet

Ermenistan

bagimsizligini ilan etseler de onlarin hem arazice hem de
niifus¢a kiiglik olmasi toplumda yerlerini almalarina
engel oluyordu (Kazimzade, 1981). Milliyetler Cemiyeti
Orgiitii Nezdinde yeterli kadar destek gérmeyen bu ii¢
cumhuriyet i¢in ayakta durmak oldukg¢a zorlayiciydi.
Boylece yeni kurulmus Azerbaycan,
Ermenistan Cumhuriyetleri gii¢lii bir korumaya ihtiyag
duyuyordu. Diinya iilkeleri ise Birinci Diinya Savasi'ndan
yeni ¢cikmis ve oldukca yorgundu. Bu gen¢ cumhuriyetler
kendinden daha biiyiik olan gii¢lii devletlerin verdikleri
siyasi arasinda sadece kullaniliyorlardi.
ingiltere, Fransa, Rusya, Almanya ve Tiirkiye gibi daha
biiyiik devletler boélgeye sahip olma adina geng
devletlerle bazi antlagsmalar yapmaya ¢alismistilar
(Azerbaycan Gazetesi, 1919). Fakat ¢ok kisa bir siirede

Glircistan ve

savaglar

Sovyet Rusya’si tekrar torparlanmaya ve eski giiciine
yeniden kavusmaya baslamisti.
antlasmalarindan sonra ise Kafkasya'daki egemenlik
yeniden Rusya’nin eline ge¢misti. Bu antlagmalarla Baki
petrolii ve Batum limani dahil Giiney Kafkasya’nin tiim

Moskova ve Kars

stratejik noktalar1 ve dogal zengin kaynaklar1 yeniden
Bolsevik Rusyasi’'nin eline gecti (Resulzada, 1996).

Giiney Kafkasya Cumbhuriyetleri yaklasik 2 sene kadar
bagimsiz kaldilar. 1920 senesi itibari ile XI Kizil Ordu
tarafindan sirasiyla Azerbaycan, Ermenistan ve Giircistan
tekraren isgal edilerek, Sovyet Rusya’sina birlestirildi. Bu
isgalin hemen ardindan Giiney Kafkasya Cumhuriyetleri
asamali olarak Sovyetlestirilmeye baslanildi.

Giiney Kafkasya yaklasik olarak iki asir kadar Rusya’nin
isgali altina kalmis Sovyetler Birligi dagildiktan sonra
1991 senesinde, halihazirda Giiney Kafkasya’'nin ii¢
bagimsiz olan Azerbaycan,
Ermenistan bagimsizliklarini ilan etmislerdir.

devleti Glircistan ve

3. Sonug

Cografi konumu dolayisiyla biiyiik gli¢lerin ilgi odagina
cevrilen Kafkasya bdlgesi XVI. yiizyildan itibaren Carlik
Rusya’sinin sicak denizlere inme planlarinin bir pargasi
haline gelmistir. Rusya icin Giiney Kafkasya’nin konumu
oldukca Onemliydi ve yiizyillar boyunca regiona
hakimligi ele almak adina birgok giiclii devletle verdigi
miicadelelerle secilmistir. Rusya tarihinin neredeyse
bliyiik bir bolimi Baltik Karadeniz ve Hazar Denizi
havzalarina ulasmak ic¢in verdigi biiylik miicadelelerle
gecmistir. Gliney Kafkasya’da XIX. yiizyihn ortalarindan
itibaren biiyiik giicler hakimiyet i¢in savas miicadeleleri
vermistir. Ozellikle de Rusya, sicak denizlere inme
siyaseti icin Giiney Kafkasya’ya her zaman biiyiik dlciide
o6nem vermistir. Rusya Giliney Kafkasya'y isgal etmek i¢in
uzun siire hamleler yapmistir. XIX. ylizyilin baslarindan
itibaren Rusya artik Kafkasya'yr tamamen ele gecirmeyi
basarmistir.

Rusya’nin Giiney Kafkasya ugruna uzun miiddet savastigi
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devletlerden biri Osmanli Devleti, bir digeri ise Iran
olmustur. En nihayetinde Carlik Rusya’s1 XIX ytizyilda
Giiney Kafkasya'yla ilgili olan hedefine ulasmis, bolgeyi
tam anlami ile ele gecirmeyi bagarmistir. 1801 senesinde
Giiney Kafkasya’min eski sahiplerinden biri olan
hakimiyeti'ni kabul etmistir.
sene boyunca Rusya Gliney

Giircistan  Rusya’nin
Ardindan gegen 27
Kafkasya’nin bir diger eski sahiplerinden biri olan
Azerbaycan1t ele gecirmek icin savasmistir. 1828
senesinde iran ve Rusya arasindaki anlasma geregi Rusya
Giiney Kafkasya’'da hakimiyeti tam anlamiyla ele almistir.
Rusya’nin Giiney Kafkasya’'daki hakimiyeti XX. ytizyilin
sonlarina kadar devam etmistir. 1991 yilinda Sovyetler
Birligi dagilmis ve Giiney Kafkasya
bagimsizliklarini ilan etmislerdir.

Giiney Kafkasya tarih boyunca ticaret ve go¢ yollarinin
olusturmanin yanisira kitalarin ve kiiltiirlerin kesistigi
onemli bir kavsak noktasi olmustur. Dogu ve Bati
arasinda bir képrii olusturan bu region ayni zamanda
Avrasya cografyasinin en hassas bolgesi olmustur. Bu

devletleri

sebeptendir ki, Giiney Kafkas siyasi ve ekonomik
acillardan her zaman tiim diinyanin ilgisi ¢ekmis ve
cekmeye de devam etmekdedir. Gegmiste oldugu gibi,
bugiin ve yarin da jeopolitik ve jeostratejik dneminini
kaybetmeyen Giiney Kafkasya her zaman gii¢lii ve biiyiik
devletlerin ilgi odagi olacaktir.

Katki Orami Beyani
Yazarin katki yiizdesi asagida verilmistir. Yazar makaleyi
incelemis ve onaylamistir.

B.B.
K 100
T 100
Y 100
VTI 100
VAY 100
KT 100
YZ 100
KI 100
GR 100
PY 100
FA 100

K= kavram, T= tasarim, Y= yonetim, VTI= veri toplama ve/veya
isleme, VAY= veri analizi ve/veya yorumlama, KT= kaynak
tarama, YZ= Yazim, KI= kritik inceleme, GR= goénderim ve
revizyon, PY= proje yonetimi, FA= fon alimi.

Catisma Beyam
Yazar bu ¢alismada higbir ¢ikar iligkisi olmadigini beyan
etmektedirler.
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Ozet: Tarihi kaynaklar 1s181inda Dogu Karadeniz’deki Tiirk varliginin tarihi temellerini ¢ok derinlere gétiirmek miimkiindiir. Orta
Cag’da ise Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tiirk varligi hakkindaki bilgiler Selguklularin Anadolu’ya temasiyla 6nem kazanmaktadir. Selguklularin
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1. Giris seviyededir. Tiirklerin Anadolu ve Dogu Karadeniz'deki

Tirklerin eskicaglardan itibaren Anadolu ve Dogu asil faaliyetleri ise Selcuklularin otoritesi altinda

Karadeniz'e geldigi, bir kisminin bélgede varliklarini Anadolu’ya  gelmeleriyle bas.l_amlstlr (Bury, 1912;
devam ettirdigi gibi diger kisminin da ¢esitli sebeplerle Vasil'ev, 1923; Sevim, 1988; Okmen, 2007; Tellioglu,
buralari terk ettigi bilinmektedir. Orta Cag tarihi siirecine 2007; Turan, 2008; Yargilag, 2011; Yinang, 2018).

Bizans Imparatorlugu hakimiyeti altinda giren Dogu Selguklularin Anadolu’ya XI. ytzyiin ilk ceyreginden

Karadeniz'de, Bizansli idarecilerin askeri amaclarda itibaren yaptii ilk seferlerle, Dogu Karadeniz Tirk

kullanmak iizere Trabzon-Giimiishane havalisine

Tirkleri getirmesiyle, Dogu Karadeniz’deki Tiirk baslamistir. Selguklularin, Anadolu’ya baslatug ilk
seferlerden, Dogu Karadeniz’'e yonelik yapilan ilk

tarihinin Orta Cag ddneminde Onemli bir siireg

varligindan yeniden haberdar olunmaktadir. Benzer bir
durumda, Abbasilerin Bizans hududu boyunca akinlara ve akabinde Tiirklerin Anadolu’da kontroli

olusturduklari savunma cephelerinde  gogunlukla saglamasiyla, kaynaklar bélgenin Tiirk tarihi hakkindaki

Tirklere yer vermesiyle, bolgedeki Tiirkler hakkinda daha detayli ve kapsaml bilgiler vermeye baslamistir. Bu

bilgilerin artmasiyla gériilmektedir. Dogu Karadeniz'deki kayitlara gore, Selguklu hakimiyetinin ilk yillarinda Dogu
Tirklerden bahseden Orta Cag tarihi kaynaklarindan Karadeniz'deki Tiirk varligl cogunlukla Kelkit Havzasi ve

takip edilebildigi kadariyla Tiirklerin  bélgedeki Coruh  boylar1  civarlarinda yogunluk kazanmigtir.

faaliyetleri ¢ogu zaman bagka otoriteler altinda ve sinirl Bununla birlikte Selguklular zamaninda Anadolunun en
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u¢ noktalarina kadar temas eden Tiirkler, kisa siirede
bolgeye yerleserek teskilatlanmaya baslamislardir. Lakin
Tirklerin Dogu Karadeniz'deki yerlesiminin genislemesi
iki ytzyillik bir stirece yayilmistir. Nitekim Anadolu
tarihinde 6nemli bir yere sahip Mogol istilasi ile baskidan
kurtulmak isteyen Tiirklerin Dogu Karadeniz dar gegitleri
ve vadileri gibi ulasilmasi olduk¢a zahmetli yerlere
siginmasiyla, bolgedeki Tirk tarihinin seyrinde 6nemli
degisiklikler yasanmaya baslamistir. Anadolu’da Mogol
idaresinin ¢oziilmeye basladigi dénemde ise, bolgede
onemli bir niifusa ulasan ve genis arazilerde faaliyet
gosteren Tirkler, Dogu Karadeniz'de teskilatlanarak
Tirk siyasi tesekkiillerini kurmaya
(Bedrosian, 1985; Cahen, 1988; Sevim,
Andreasyan, 2000; Sevim, 2006; Temelli, 2013).
Selguklularin Anadolu’ya ilk adim1 atmasiyla baslayan ve
bolgenin Tirk yurdu haline gelmesi ile sonug¢lanan
sliirecin  en
kaynaklaridir. Bu kaynaklar ise cogunlukla bdlgeyle yakin
iligkiler icerisindeki Ermenilere, Dogu

baslamistir
1988;

onemli taniklar1 ise donemin tarihi
Glirci  ve

Karadeniz’'in eski idarecisi olan Bizanshlara ve
Abbasilerin Anadolu’daki ordularinda 6nemli zaferler
kazanan Tirkler hakkinda bilgi veren Araplara aittir.
Tiirklerin, bolgede

gerceklestirdikleri faaliyetler ile ilgili kayitlara Tiirk

Anadolu’nun fethi ve

kaynaklarinin da eklenmesiyle bélgenin Tiirk tarihi
hakkinda bilgi veren kaynaklar ciddi bir hacme
ulagsmistir. Boylece Ermeni, Glircii, Bizans (Grek), Arap,
Tirk ve az say1 da farkll milletlerden seyyahlara ait
kayitlar ile Orta Cag’da Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tiirkler
hakkinda detayll ve bilgiler 6grenilmeye
baglanmistir. Bu arastirma da Orta Cag boyunca
Tiirklerin Dogu Karadeniz'e gelisi ve bolgedeki Tiirk
faaliyetlerinin tarihi gelisimi hakkinda bilgi veren

onemli

kaynaklar tasnif edilerek, bélgedeki Tiirk tarihinin daha
iyi anlasilmasi gayesiyle kaynaklardaki 6nemli bilgiler bir
araya getirilerek degerlendirilmeye ¢alisilmistir.

2. Giircii ve Ermeni Kaynaklari

Giircii kaynaklar1 igerisinde Giircistan Tarihi ismiyle
taninan K'art’lis Chovreba adli eser, XVIII. yiizyilda Giircti
Krali Vahtang'in emri ile bir araya getirilmistir. Anonim
bir yillik olan Giircistan Tarihi, eski c¢aglardan XIX.
ylizyilin baslarina kadar olan kismi Marie-Félicité Brosset
tarafindan 1849 yilinda iki cildi ve 1851 yilinda ise
tglinci cildi yaymlanmistir. Giircistan tarihi hakkinda
eski c¢aglardan XIX. yilizyilla kadar kapsayan siire
hakkindaki en 6nemli kaynak olarak kabul edilen K’art’lis
Chovreba, Kipgaklarla baslayan Tiirk-Giircii iliskileri
hakkinda son derece miihim bilgiler vermektedir. {lim
alemi tarafindan On Tiirklerden oldugu kabul edilen
Kimmerlere kadar olan tarihi derinliginin yan1 sira
Makedonyali Aleksandros’un dogu seferi sirasinda Coruh
havzasinda karsilastign Kipcaklar hakkinda temel bilgi
kaynagi olan eser, Selcuklularin Kafkasya seferleri,
Anadolu'nun Tiirklesmesi, Dogu Karadeniz'e yonelik
akinlar ve Tiirkiye Selguklulari ile ilgili de olduk¢a 6nemli
bilgiler ihtiva etmektedir. Eser ayrica Tiirklerin batiya

gocliniin  Anadolu’da  yasayan Hristiyan halklar
uzerindeki etkisi ve bolgedeki Tiirk tesekkiilleri hakkinda
verdigi haberler sayesinde olduk¢a degerli bilgiler
sunmaktadir. K'art'lis Chovreba adli anonim yilligin
ilkcaglardan 1212 yilina kadar olan kisminin Tiirkge’ye
terciimesi Hrand D. Andreasyan tarafindan yapilmistir
(Mergil, 2003; Tellioglu, 2007).

Urfali rahip Mateos’'un yazdigi Vekayi-name adli eser,
952-1136 yillar1 arasinda Ermeni, Siiryani, Arap ya da
Bizans kaynaklar ile karsilastirildiginda digerlerinde
rastlanilmayan pek ¢ok olay1 bizlere bildirmesiyle 6ne
¢ikan bir eserdir. Kaynak, miiellifin 6grencisi Grigor adli
bir papaz tarafindan tutulan 1137 yilindan 1163 yilina
kadar olan tarihi kayitlar1 da igerisinde barindirmaktadir.
Eserin kapsadigi tarihlerdeki olaylarin biiyiik kismina
bizzat sahit olan Mateos, sahit olmadig1 olaylar1 da
taniklarindan dinleyerek eserine eklemistir. Eserin 1858
yilinda E. Dulaurer tarafindan Fransizca terciimesi
yayimlanmis, Papaz Grigor'un kayitlarinin ilavesiyle
birlikte Hrand D. Andreasyan tarafindan Tirkce'ye
cevrilmistir.

Selcuklularin Anadolu’ya gelis siireci ile ilgili en 6nemli
Ermeni kaynag olan Mateos'un kayitlari, Selguklularin
Anadolu’ya diizenledigi 1018 yilindaki seferden itibaren
bizlere detayll bilgiler sunmaktadir. Eser de ayrica
Tiirklerin 1136 yilina kadar Anadolu’da gergeklestirdigi
faaliyetler hakkinda da bilgiler bulmak
miimkiindiir. 1048 yilindan itibaren Selcuklularin Dogu
Anadolu’da Bizans ile miicadelesi hakkinda detaylh
bilgiler veren eserin, Dogu Karadeniz tarihi agisindan
6nemi, Selcuklularin Kelkit havzasindaki faaliyetleri ile
Danismendlilerin Anadolu ve Karadeniz'deki faaliyetleri
ve miicadelelerinin diger Tirk siyasi
tesekkiillerinin Bizans ve Hagllarla olan iligkileri
hakkinda verdigi bilgilerdir (Andreasyan, 2000).
Lasdivertli Aristakes, Anadolu'nun fethinde miisahede
ettigi olaylar1 Tarih adh kaydetmistir.
Aristakes’in Selguklularin Dogu Anadolu’daki faaliyetleri,
Karadeniz ve Kafkaslardaki Bizans
kirilmasi hakkindaki kayitlari, bolgedeki askeri durumu
gdz Oniine sermesi agisindan son derece kiymetlidir.
Eserin Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tiirklerle ile ilgili icerdigi ilk
onemli bilgi, Ibrahim Ymal'n 1048 yilindaki sefer
sirasinda Selguklu ordularindan bir kuvvetin Artvin’den

ayrintili

yaninda,

eserine

savunmasinin

ispir'e kadar olan bélgede Ermenilere agir kayiplar
vermesidir. 1054 yilinda ise Tugrul Bey’in Anadolu
tzerine ¢iktif1 seferle, Dogu Anadolu iizerinden
Anadolu’ya giren Selguklu kuvvetlerinin bir kisminin
kuzeye dogru yonelerek Kars-Pasin
Bayburt havalisine ve Kelkit havzasi boyunca Canik
kadar olan Dbolgelerde faaliyetlerde
bulunarak karsilarina ¢ikan Bizans kuvvetlerini maglup
etmesi bolgedeki Tiirkler hakkindaki verilen onemli
bilgilerdendir (Bedrosian, 1985; Aslan, 2019; Tellioglu,
2020).

XIII. asir ortalarinda Karabag'da dogan Stephannos
Orbelian, 1285 yilinda Karabag baspiskoposu olmus,
makami ve gorevinin geregi olarak mensubu bulundugu

civarlarindan

Ormanlari’na
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Orbelyan ailesinin tarihini yazma c¢abasina girmistir.
Stounie (Karabag) Vilayeti Tarihi, Tiirk tarihi agisindan
oldukca 6nemli diger bir Ermeni kaynagidir. Siounie
Vilayeti  Tarihi Stephannos, ¢ogunlukla
Ermenistan ve tarihi hakkinda bilgi
vermektedir. Eserin Orta Cag Tirk tarihi acisindan
onemli kilan hadiseler ise, Selguklu Sultani Meliksah’'in
Ermenistan’a gelisi, Sultan Alparslan’in Kars’ fethetmesi,
Kipcak Tirklerinin Kafkaslar disina
acihiminda katkisi, Trabzon Rum Devleti'nin kurulusu ve
Mogol istilasinin Dogu Anadolu’da yarattigl etki gibi
olaylar hakkinda kaydettigi bilgilerdir (Orbelian, 1864).
XIIL. Yiizyll Ermeni miiellifleri icerisinde ayr1 bir 6neme
sahip olan Vardan Vardapet'in dini ve cografi eserlerinin
yani sira sohretini borglu oldugu Tirk Fetihleri Tarihi
adli bir eseri de bulunmaktadir. Kaynak 889-1269 yillar1
arasinda Bizans'in dogu eyaletlerinde ve Anadolu’da
gerceklesen olaylarla ilgili bilgilerle baslamaktadir. Eser
de ozellikle yazarin sahit oldugu Mogol istilas1 zamani ve
Tirklerin Anadolu’daki fetih ve faaliyetleri hakkinda
verdigi bilgiler, Anadolu Tiirk tarihi a¢isindan son derece
kiymetlidir. Taniklik ettigi bu olaylarin yani sira Mogol
cihangiri Hildgu Han'in kurultayina davet edilmesiyle de
Anadolu'nun fetih doénemi gibi Mogol istilas1 devri
calismalarina da yarar saglayacak bir kaynaktir. Eserin
Anadolu Tiirk tarihi agisindan Onemi,
Anadolu’ya yonelmesiyle baslamaktadir.
Miiverrih Vardan, Malazgirt savasi Oncesi ddnemde
Anadolu’da gerceklesen bazi olaylar hakkinda verdigi
bilgiler de, Cagr1 Bey'in bati seferleri, Danismendlilerin,
Haglilarla miicadelesi gibi olaylarda goriilen kronoloji
hatalarin yaninda olaylar anlatilan kisilerin adlarindaki
farkhiliklar ~ sebebiyle  bazi  kuskulara
vermektedir. Bunun yami sira Mogol istilasi donemine

miellifi
Glircistan

Glircistan'in

Mogollarin

meydan

sahitlik etmesi bakimindan Vardan’in eseri, Mogollarin
Gurcistan, Anadolu’daki faaliyetleri
hakkindaki bilgilerle, diger kaynaklarda noksan kalan
pek ¢ok konuyu tamamlamaktadir. Vardan’in eserini
1851 yilinda Brosset ve 1860 yilinda Eduard Dulaurier
calismalarinda kullanmigsa da eserin ilk miistakil
niishalar1 1861 yilinda J. N. Emin tarafindan Moskova’da
yayimlanmistir. Dulaurier tarafindan Fransizca'ya
cevrilen eser, ayni niishanin M. K. Ayas’in tercimesiyle
ilk defa Tiirkce olarak yayimlanmistir. Hrand D.
Andreasyan, Vardan'in tarihini 1937 yilinda ayrintili
sekliyle tekrar yayimlamistir. (Vardan, 1937; Vardan,
2017).

Okgu Milletin Tarihi adli eseri kaleme alan Aknerli Grigor,
XIII. asir Ermeni tarihgileri arasinda sayilmaktadir.
Grigor, Mogollarin, 1240-1273 yillar1 arasinda Dogu
Anadolu’da ve kismen Kelkit havzasindaki faaliyetleriyle
ilgili verdigi bilgilerin yami sira Dogu Karadeniz'e
yayllmaya c¢alisan Giirclilerin bu donemde iginde

Kafkaslar ve

bulunduklari durum hakkinda da ayrintih bilgiler
vermektedir. Aknerli Grigor'un eseri cesitli dillere
terciime edilmistir. Bu eser Hrand D. Andreasyan
tarafindan Tirkce'ye kazandirilmistir (Andreasyan,

2012).

3. Bizans Kaynaklar

Bizans kaynaklar1 ¢ogunlukla XI. yiizyilin sonlarindan
itibaren Anadolu’daki Tirk faaliyetleri hakkinda bilgiler
icermektedir. Bizans tarihgilerinin bdlge hakkinda
olaylara bakis a¢ilar1 Anadolu hakkinda bilgi veren diger
tarihcilerden nazaran daha zayiftir. Olaylara ¢ogunlukla
ist bir gozden bakan Bizans tarihgileri, Bizans-Selcuklu
miicadelelerinde aleyhte gelisen durumlar hakkinda
olaylar1 bile kendilerine gére yorumlamalarina ragmen
Tiirkiye Selguklular tarihi agisindan birinci derecede
6neme sahiptirler (Tellioglu, 2020).

Bizans tarihcisi lonnes Skylitzes, 811-1057 yillar1 arasini
kapsayan bir kronik yazmistir. Skylitzes’in eserini 6nemli
kilan husus giiniimiize ulasamamis kaynaklardan elde
ettigi bilgileri kaydetmesidir. Bizans Imparatoru II.
Basileios (976-1025) zamanindaki olaylar hakkinda
mithim kayitlara sahip olan eser, Tirklerle Bizanshlar
arasinda 1071 yilindan 6nce gerceklesen miicadelelerle
ilgili 6nemli bilgiler vermektedir. Eserin Dogu Karadeniz
icin 6nemi ise Malazgirt oncesi donemde Sel¢uklularin
Kelkit havzasindaki etkisi ve Sebinkarahisar tizerinde
olusan Tiirk baskis1 hakkindaki kayitlardir (Tellioglu,
2007).

Mikhael Attaleiates, 1034 yilindan baslayarak 1080 yilina
kadar gerceklesen olaylar1 Tarih adh
kaydetmistir. Ayni1 zamanda Bizans devlet adami da olan
Mikhael Attaleiates, eserinde o6zellikle dogrudan sahit
oldugu Malazgirt savasi ve sonrasinda gerceklesen
olaylar hakkinda dnemli bilgiler vermektedir. Eser ayrica
Selcuklularin Anadolu’da ilerleyisinin yaninda, Khaldia

eserine

(Trabzon havalisi) ve Sebinkarahisar cevresindeki Tiirk
baskisi, Bizans iImparatorlugu’nun Anadolu’da yasadig i¢
ve dis sikintilar1 gostermesi hakkinda verdigi bilgilerle
onem kazanmaktadir (Attaleiates, 2008).

Bizans imparatoru Aleksios Komnenos’un kizi olan Anna
Komnena'nin kaleme aldig1 Alexiad adli eser, Malazgirt
savagl sonrast Turklerin Dogu Karadeniz boélgesindeki
faaliyetleri hakkinda o6nemli bilgiler vermektedir.
Bolgedeki Tiirklerin, Bizans ve Haglilarla miicadele ettigi
dénem hakkinda bilgiler Komnena,
Selcuklularin Dogu Karadeniz'e kadar uzanan seferleri,
Haghlarin Anadolu’da Tiirklerle ilk kez karsilagmalari,
Bizanslilarin Tiirklerle yaptigi miicadeleler ve Biiytk
Selcuklu Devleti ile Tiirkiye Selguklulari arasindaki olan
iligkilerin seyrini 1118 yilina kadar ayrintili olarak
anlatmaktadir. Bu vekayiname Bilge Umar tarafindan
Alexiad ismiyle Tiirkce’ye terclime edilmistir (Komnena,
2021).

Bizans sarayinda onemli bir devlet adami olan Niketas

veren Anna

Khoniates Tarih adli bir eser kaleme almistir. Niketas
Khoniates naklettigi olaylarin ¢oguna sahit olmustur.
Eser de, XII. ylizyilda 6zellikle Tiirkiye Selcuklu Sultani
Mesud zamaninda Anadolu'nun durumu, Bizans ile
Danismendlilerin miinasebetleri, Kelkit havzasindaki
Tirk beyleri ve Trabzon Rum Devleti'nin kurulusu
hakkinda bilgiler Niketas
Khoniates eseri, ilk defa 1850 yilinda Hieronylus Wolf
yayimlanmistir. Cesitli dillere terclimesi yapilan eserin

6nemli bulunmaktadir.
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Ioannes Komnenos ve Manuel Komnenos dénemleri ile
ilgili béliimleri Tiirkge’ye ¢evrilmistir (Demirkent, 2004).
Mikhail Psellos, 1018 yilinda istanbul’da dogmus ve ayni
ylizyllin son ¢eyreginde 6lmiistiir. Zamaninin en dnemli
bilgini tinvanin alan Psellos, Bizans sarayinda 6nemli
mevkilerde bulunmustur. Psellos, yasadig1 ddonemde sahit
oldugu olaylarin yaninda c¢evresinde cereyan eden
olaylar1 Khronographia adli eserinde kaleme almustir. II.
Basileios’'un 976 yilinda tahta ¢ikisindan 1077 yilina
kadar devam eden ytizyillik siire hakkinda énemli bilgi
veren Psellos, Bizans sarayinda gelisen olaylarin yaninda
Sultan Alparslan zamanindaki Selguklu akinlar1 ve
ilerlemelerine karsi Giircistan ve Dogu Anadolu’nun
vaziyeti hakkinda da 6nemli bilgiler vermektedir. Eserin
Dogu Karadeniz agisindan 6nemiyse Kelkit havzasinda ve
Sebinkarahisar’daki Bizans kuvvetlerinin durumu ile ilgili
verdigi bilgilerdir. Khronographia adli eser Isin
Demirkent tarafindan Tirk¢e'ye  kazandirilmistir
(Demirkent, 1992).
Trabzon Rum Devleti d6éneminin en O6nemli
manastirlarindan biri olan Vazelon Manastir’'na ait
Vazelon Aktalari, XIII. ve XV. Yilizyll arasi donemde
Trabzon havalisinin sosyal ve ekonomik tarihi agisindan
son derece kiymetli bilgiler veren belgelerdir. Vazelon
kayitlarindaki kisi adlari, bodlgede yasayan halkin
kimligine iliskin bazi ipuglar1 vermektedir. Ayrica
manastira ait kayitlari, XIV. ylizyilin baslarinda itibaren
gerceklesen Tiirk akinlari neticesinde tutsak alinan
Trabzon halki ile ilgili verdigi bilgiler dogrultusunda,
bolgenin siyasi olaylarini da aydinhga kavusturmaktadir.
Vazelon Aktalari, 1927 yilinda F. I. Uspenski tarafindan
yayimlanmistir (Kegis, 2013).

Michael Panaretos'un Chronique de Trebizonde adli
eseri, Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tiirk tarihi agisindan olduk¢a
onemli bir eserdir. Panaretos, IIl. Aleksios Komnenos
doéneminde II. loannes zamanindan baslayarak Trabzon
Rum Devleti odakli bilgiler veren bir kronik kaleme
almistir. Eser de XIII. yiizyihn sonlarindan baslamak
tizere Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tiirkler hakkinda onemli
bilgiler bulmak mimkiindir. XIV. yilizyi1l boyunca
Tirklerin, Trabzon Rum Devleti ile iliskileri boyutunda
bilgiler 6grenebildigimiz  kronik
Panaretos’'un III. Aleksios’'un hiikiimdarligi zamaninda
Tiirklerle girilen ¢atismalarda bizzat sahit oldugu olaylar:

onemli ozellikle

kaydetmesi agisindan deger kazanmaktadir.

Eserin Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tiirkler agisindan 6énemi II.
loannes Komnenos zamaninda ilerlemeye devam eden
Cepni Tirklerinin 1297 yilinda itibaren Ordu'yu ele
gecirmeleri ve  doguya dogru  genislemelerini
stirdiirdiikleri ile ilgili verdigi bilgilerle baslamaktadir.
Cepni Tirklerinin Ordu yoresinde tegkilatlanarak
Haciemirogullar’m1 kurmasiyla, Trabzon Rum Devleti
lizerine yapilan seferler hakkinda o6nemli kayitlar
bulunan eserde, Trabzon'un giineyindeki Tirklerle
girilen miicadeleler hakkindan da miihim bilgiler
bulunmaktadir. Ayrica 1336 yilindan itibaren Trabzon
Rum Devleti'nin hanedan ailesi Komnenoslarin Tiirklerle
akrabalik kurmak icin yaptig1 evlilikler, Haciemirogullari

ile Taceddinogullar1 miicadelesi, Giresun’a kadar olan
bati topraklarinin kaybi ve Giresun’da Cepnilerle yasanan
miicadeleler eserde ayrintili bir sekilde ele alinmistir.
Eser sahip oldugu bu kayitlarla Tirklerin Dogu
Karadeniz'deki faaliyetleri ve Trabzon Rum Devleti'nin
bu durum karsisinda izledigi politika hakkindaki tek bilgi
kaynagidir (Demirkent, 2004).

4, Tirk-islam Kaynaklari

El-Kamil fi't-Tarih adli bir eseri kaleme alan ibn'’iil Esir,
Islam iilkelerinin 1231 yilina kadar olan dénemini iceren
bir kaynak hazirlamistir. Oguz gogii ile baslayip Anadolu
Tirk tarihi hakkinda o6nemli bilgiler veren kaynak,
Selguklularin 1048  yilinda
dizenledikleri akinlar, Danismendlilerin Anadolu’daki
faaliyetleri ve Tirkiye Selguklu Devleti ile Giircii Krallig

Trabzon  havalisine

arasindaki miicadelelerden bahsettigi gibi Giirci
kaynaklarini teyit etme noktasinda biylikk Onem
tasimaktadir (Agirakca ve Ozaydin, 1987).

Nasireddin Hiiseyin b. Muhammed ibn-i Bibi, El
Evamiri'l-Ala’iye  Fi'l-Umuri'l-Ala’iye  adli  eserinde
Tirkiye Selguklular1 ve Mogol istilas1 zamani hakkinda
onemli bilgiler vermektedir. ibn-i Bibi’nin kayitlari,
Tiirkiye Selguklu Sultan1 Giyaseddin Keyhiisrev’in tahta
c¢ikmasindan  Giyaseddin
Diyarbakir ¢evresini iktd almasina kadar gegen zamanla
ilgili en 6nemli bilgi kaynagidir. Ayni zamanda divan
katibi olan Ibn Bibi, kaleme aldig1 eserde resmi devlet
belgelerini de kullanmistir. Miellifin kaydettigi bilgilere

Mesud’'un Ilhanllardan

cogunlukla sahit olmasi veya olaylarin yakin
taniklarindan  bizzat  dinlemesi eserin  kiymeti
arttirmaktadir.  El  Evamiri’l-Ala’iye  Fi'l-Umuri’l-

Ala’iye’de, Tirkiye Selguklulari, Mogol istilasi, Selguklu-
iflhanh iliskileri gibi konularin yani sira
Anadolu’nun siyasi, sosyal, idari, iktisadi ve kiiltiirel

temel

durumu hakkinda da onemli bilgiler bulunmaktadir.

Eserin Dogu Karadeniz i¢cin onemi ise Dogu
Karadeniz'deki Tiirklerin faaliyetleri, Tiirkiye
Selcuklularinin Trabzon Rum Devleti ve Giirci

Kralliklariyla olan miicadelesi hakkinda verdigi ayrintil
bilgilerdir (Yinang, 2007).

Mevlana ibn-i ‘Ala tarafindan yazil hale getirilen ancak
Tokat Kalesi dizdar1 Arif Ali tarafindan yeniden elden
gecirilmis sekliyle glinlimiize ulasan Danismendname
adl eser, Melik Danismend Gazi'nin dogumu, ¢ocukluk ve
yetisme devresiyle baslayip daha sonra XI. ytlizyilin ikinci
yarisindan itibaren I¢ ve Kuzey Anadolu bélgelerini
kendisine harekat sahasi olarak segen Danismendlilerin
kurulusu ve bulundugu bélgeyi fethetme siirecini, Bizans
ve Haglilar ile olan miicadelelerini ve Trabzon Rum
Devleti ile girisilen Dogu Karadeniz’de hakimiyet kurma
cabalar1 hakkinda o6nemli bilgiler ihtiva etmektedir
(Demir, 2004).

Kerimiiddin Mahmud Aksarayi’nin Miisameret il-Ahbar
adli eseri, Tirkiye Selguklular1 hakkinda bilgi veren
baska énemli bir kaynaktir. Aksarayi’nin, ilhanlhlarin
Anadolu valisi Timurtas’a sundugu Miisameret {il-Ahbar,
ilk defa Barthold tarafindan ilim alemine tanitilmistir.
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Eserin giris kisminda Hz. Muhammed’in hayati ile
baslayarak Hulefa-i Rasidin, Emevi, Abbasiler ve Biiyiik
Selcuklular hakkinda bilgiler bulunmaktadir. Eser, XIII.
ikinci yarisindan baslayarak Tiirkiye
Selcuklularinin ve ilhanhlarin Anadolu’daki faaliyetleri

asrin

ile ilgili 6nemli bilgiler verdigi gibi Dogu Karadeniz'i
ilgilendiren Kelkit Havzasi’'nda gergeklesen bazi olaylar
hakkinda da mithim bilgiler bulmak miimkiindiir (Oztirk,
2000).

ibn-i Bat@ita, Arap Yarimadasi, Mezopotamya, Dogu
Afrika, Kuzey Tiirk Sehirleri, Dogu Asya ve Endiiliis gibi
pek cok tlkeyi gezmesi ve buralar hakkinda bilgiler
vermesi sayesinde Orta Cag'in en onemli seyyahlar
arasinda yerini almustir. Ibn-i Bat(itd’nin kaydettigi
seyahatname Anadolu Tiirk tarihi agisindan bakildiginda
énemli bir Orta Cag Tirk Tarihi bilgisine sahiptir. ibn-i
Batiitd'nin Anadolu’ya geldigi donemde Tiirkiye oldukca
hareketli ve 6nemli olaylara tanik olmaktadir. Bu dénem
de Mogol istilasinin getirdigi asayissizlikle bas etmeye
calisan  Tiirkiye  Selguklularinin  aynm1  zamanda
Anadolu’'nun yo6netimini de Mogollara birakmak zorunda
kaldig1 ve siyasi karisikliklarin yasandigl bir siireg
yasanmaktadir. Bunun yan1 sira seyahatname de,
Anadolu’daki Tirk beyliklerinin kendi
miicadeleleri hakkindaki bilgilere de rastlanmaktadir.
(Aykut, 2004).

Aziz b. Erdesir-i Esterabadi, 1394 yilinda Timur'un
elinden kagarak Kadi Burhaneddin’e siginmis ve kaleme
aldig1 kitabim1 1398 yilinda Kadi Burhaneddin’e ithaf
etmistir. Esterabadi’nin kaleme aldig1 Bezm u Rezm adl
eserin baslica konusu Kadi Burhaneddin ve g¢evresinde
gelisen olaylardir. Eser, Eretnalilar dagilmasindan sonra
Sivas c¢evresine hakim olan Kadi Burhaneddin’in
Eretnalilar’daki naipligi ve bagimsizligini ilan ederek

aralarindaki

yasadigl olaylara sahitlik etmesi agisindan kiymet
kazanmaktadir. Bezm u Rezm adli eserin Dogu Karadeniz
Turk tarihi agisindan 6nemi ise Kadi Burhaneddin’in
cevresindeki beyliklerle, ozellikle Kelkit havzasindaki
Tiirk beylikleriyle ve Tiirk beyliklerinin Trabzon Rum
Devleti ile iliskileri, Haciemirogullari-Taceddinogullari
catismalar1 ve Dogu Karadeniz'de yapilan Tiirk fetihler
hakkindaki verdigi bilgilerdir. 1928 yilinda Koéprili
(1943) tarafindan tipkibasimi yapilan Bezm u Rezm adl
eser Miirsel Oztiirk tarafindan Tiirk¢e’ye kazandirilmigtir
(Erdesir, 2014).

Ebu Bekr-i Tihrani’'nin 1470-1471 yillarinda Akkoyunlu
hiikiimdar: Uzun Hasan’a atfettigi Kitab-1 Diyarbekriyye
adli eser, Akkoyunlu ve Karakoyunlu Tiirkleri hakkinda
yazilmis tek tarihi kaynaktir. Miellif eserinde Uzun
Hasan'in soyu ve atalarindan bahsettikten sonra ilk
hiikkiimdar Kara Osman Bey’'den baslayarak Akkoyunlu
tarihi hakkinda detayli kayitlar tuttugu gibi Osmanl-
Akkoyunlu miicadelelerine kadar gecen doneme kadar

bizlere = 6nemli  bilgiler = vermektedir. = Eserde,
Akkoyunlularin ~ Kelkit  havzasindaki  faaliyetleri,
Akkoyunlularin, Erzincan Emirligi ve ¢evresinde

gerceklesen olaylar, Akkoyunlularin ve Mutahharten’in
Bayburt ve Sebinkarahisar havalisindeki faaliyetleri,

Kelkit Vadisi'ndeki Tiirklerin Trabzon Rum Devleti’yle
girdigi miicadeleler ve Akkoyunlularin Trabzon Rum
Devleti ile olan iliskileri gibi bolge tarihi agisindan 6nemli
konular hakkinda detayh bilgiler mevcuttur (Oztiirk,
2014).

5. Diger Dillere Ait Kaynaklar

Gregory Abu’l Farac (Bar Hebraeus) yirmi iki yil ilhanh
Hani Hildgu'nun yaninda bulunarak, 1292 yilina kadar
uzanan bir eser kaleme almistir. Yazar, XII. yiizyilin

sonuna kadar cogunlukla Islam kaynaklarindan
yararlandigl eserini 1297 yilinda bitirmistir. Abu’l
Farac'in Siiryani, Arap ve Fars kaynaklarindan

yararlandigi kronigi bir derleme olarak goriilebilir.
Kaynak, Anadolu’daki ilk fetihleri,
Anadolu’daki Tiirk beyliklerinin faaliyetleri ve Kelkit

Tirklerin

havzas1 boyunca Tiirk beylerinin gerceklestirdigi bazi
olaylar hakkinda o6nemli bilgiler barindirmaktadir
(Dogrul, 1999).

Ruj Gonzales de Clavijo, XV. yiizyilin baslarinda Ispanya
Krali III. Enrique tarafindan Timur'a el¢i olarak
gonderilmistir. Ankara savasinin hemen ardindan Dogu
Karadeniz'i de kapsayan topraklardan gecen Ruj
Gonzales de Clavijo, yolculugu boyunca yasadig1 olaylari
seyahatnamesine  kaydetmistir. Dogu  Karadeniz
kiyilarinda ¢ogunlukla deniz yoluyla ilerleyen seyyah,
Trabzon’dan itibaren yaya olarak Glimiishane taraflarina
gitmistir. Seyyah, Dogu Karadeniz’'deki pek ¢ok kiy1

yerlesiminin siyasi ve sosyal yapisi, XV. yiizyilin
baslarinda Dogu Karadeniz kiyillarindaki Tirkler,
Trabzon Rum Devleti, Ceneviz ve Venediklilerin

birbirleriyle veya kendi aralarinda cereyan eden
miicadeleleri ile ilgili olarak verdigi bilgilerle karanlikta
kalan pek ¢ok konuyu aydinlatmaktadir. Seyahatname,
Haciemirogullar’nin hakimiyet alam1 ve Trabzon Rum
Devleti'nin cevresindeki topraklarda bulunan Tiirkler
hakkinda verdigi bilgilerle Dogu Karadeniz Tiirk tarihi
acisindan 6nemli bir yere sahiptir (de Claviyo, 2008).

6. Sonu¢
Kaynaklarin  verdigi  bilgilere  gore, Tirklerin
eskicaglardan itibaren Dogu Karadeniz’de yasadigl

bilindigi gibi, Orta Cag’'da da bolgedeki varliklari devam
etmektedir. Orta Cag'in Bizans Imparatorlugu idaresi
alinda gegcen doéneminde, Anadolu’daki Tirkler
hakkindaki bilgiler son derece sinirliyken, Dogu
Karadeniz'deki Tirkler ile ilgili bilgiler ise karanhkta
kalmaktadir.  Kaynaklardaki bu  bilgi karanhg,
Selguklularin XI. yiizyilin baslarindan itibaren Anadolu’ya
ulasmasiyla aydinlanmaya baslamistir. Selguklularin
Kafkaslar ve Dogu Anadolu’ya ulasmasiyla bdlgedeki
Giircli ve Ermeni kaynaklari Selguklular hakkinda énemli
bilgiler vermeye baslamaktadir. Orta Cag Dogu Karadeniz
tarihi kaynaklari, Selguklularin  Anadolu’yu fetih
déneminde daha c¢ok Dogu Coruh
boylarinda ve Kelkit havalisinde faaliyetleri hakkinda
o6nemli bilgiler vermesi, Tiirklerin Dogu Karadeniz'deki

Karadeniz'in
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ilk  faaliyetlerine bu
aciklanabilir.

Selcuklularin Anadolu’daki ilerlemesinin devam ettigi
siire icerisinde, Arap ve Bizans kaynaklar1 Anadolu’da ve
Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tiirklerden daha fazla bahsederek,

bolgelerden  baslamasiyla

Tiirklerin bolgedeki faaliyetleri hakkinda degerli bilgiler
vermektedir. ik Tiirk beyliklerinin kurulmasi ve faaliyet
alanlarinin Dogu Karadeniz vadileri ve kiyilarina kadar

ulasmasiyla, kayitlar Dogu Karadeniz'in genelini
kapsamaya bagslamistir. Trabzon Rum Devleti'nin
kurulusundan itibaren ise hakimiyet ideali Dogu

Karadeniz olan Komnenoslarin Kkarsilarindaki yegane
giiciin Tirkler olmasi, Dogu Karadeniz'deki Tirklerin,
Trabzon Rum Devleti'nin resmi kayitlarinda énemli bir
yere sahip olmasina neden olmus bu durum ise bolgedeki
Tiirkler hakkinda detayl bilgiler 6grenmemize yardim
etmistir. Nitekim bu kayitlar ile bolgedeki Tiirklerin
Trabzon Rum Devleti’yle miicadeleleri ve Tiirk beylerinin
kurduklar1 siyasi tesekkiiller hakkinda essiz ve son
derece miihim bilgiler 6grenilmektedir. Ayrica Mogol
istilas1 zaman1 ve sonrasinda tutulan tarihi kayitlarda,
Kelkit havzasindaki Tirk siyasi tesekkiilleri ve Dogu
Karadeniz daglarinin kuzeyini kendilerine yurt edinen
Tirk  beylerinin,
miinasebetleriyle ilgili

Devleti ile
bilgiler bulmak

Trabzon  Rum
teferruath
miimkiind{ir.

Ozetle Orta Cag Dogu Karadeniz Tiirk tarihinden
bahseden kaynaklar, Selguklularin Anadolu’yu fetih
siirecinde, Dogu Karadeniz’'deki Tiirkler hakkindaki
bazen yerinde bazen ise nakil yoluyla cesitli bilgiler
vermeye baslamistir. Bu bilgi birikimi, ilk Tiirk beylikleri
ve Mogollar devrinde ise dnemli bir seviye ulagmistir.
Ancak bu doneme kadar olan kaynaklar incelendiginde,
ozellikle Giircii ve Ermeni yazarlarda mekin yani
memleket odakli bir tarih yaziciliginin 6n planda oldugu
gorilmektedir.
Bizans (Grek) ve Araplara ait kaynaklarda ise bolgede
ciddi bir olay yasanmadig siirece kaydedilen bilgiler
¢ogu zaman yiizeyseldir. Dogu Karadeniz tarihi hakkinda

Panaretos’un eseri istisna tutulursa

bilgi veren Tirk kaynaklarinin o6nemi ise Mogol
istilasindan itibaren arttigr gibi Dogu Karadeniz'deki
Tirk  beylerinin
Osmanlilarin boélgeye ilk temas ile ilgili 6nemli bilgiler
barindirmaktadir.

aralarindaki miicadeleleri  ve

Katki Oran1 Beyani
Yazarin katki yiizdesi asagida verilmistir. Yazar makaleyi
incelemis ve onaylamistir.

B.S.
K 100
T 100
Y 100
VTI 100
VAY 100
KT 100
YZ 100
KI 100
GR 100
PY 100
FA 100

K= kavram, T= tasarim, Y= yonetim, VTI= veri toplama ve/veya
isleme, VAY= veri analizi ve/veya yorumlama, KT= kaynak
tarama, YZ= Yazim, KI= kritik inceleme, GR= goénderim ve
revizyon, PY= proje yonetimi, FA= fon alimi.

Catisma Beyam
Yazar bu ¢alismada higbir ¢ikar iligkisi olmadigini beyan
etmektedirler.
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