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MILITARIZATION OF ELECTIONS IN NIGERIA: A BANE OF

DEMOCRATIC GROWTH*
NILJERYA’DA SECIMLERIN ASKERILESTIRILMESI: DEMOKRATIK BUYUME
ICIN BIR ENGEL
Ovigwe EGUEGU**
MaryAnne IWARA***

Abstract: Since the return to democracy in 1999, elections in Nigeria have been an integral
component of the democratization process and a necessary exercise for good governance. However,
in successive elections, the procedures and periods of electioneering have often been fraught with
threats and risks of electoral violence, which has significantly contributed to undoing long and hard-
fought democratic gains. Furthermore, incumbent leaders have been accused of using state power
to intimidate opposition candidates and their support base, with election processes being abused by
some African governments to impose undemocratic practices.

This paper focuses on the role of the military in influencing elections in Nigeria. It uses the 2019 and
2023 general elections in Nigeria as case studies. This paper argues that using the military in elections
not only lacks a constitutional basis but contributes to electoral violence, deaths and destruction of
property.

Keywords: Nigeria, Military, Election, Democracy.

Oz: 1999°da demokrasiye doniisten bu yana, Nijerya’daki segimler demokratiklesme siirecinin
ayrilmaz bir pargasi ve iyi yonetisim igin gerekli bir uygulama olmustur. Bununla birlikte, birbirini
izleyen segimlerde, se¢im propagandasinin prosediirleri ve donemleri, genellikle, uzun ve zorlu
demokratik kazanimlarin geri alinmasinda 6nemli dl¢iide payr bulunan se¢im siddeti tehditleri ve
riskleriyle dolu olmustur. Ayrica, gorevdeki liderler, baz1 Afrika hiikiimetleri tarafindan demokratik
olmayan uygulamalar1 empoze etmek i¢in segim siireclerini kétiiye kullanarak, muhalefet adaylarini
ve onlarin destek tabanini sindirmek i¢in devlet giiciinii kullanmakla suglantyor.

Bu makale, Nijerya’daki segimleri etkilemede ordunun roliine odaklanmaktadir. Ornek olay
incelemesi olarak Nijerya’daki 2019 ve 2023 genel se¢imlerini kullanilmistir. Bu makale, segimlerde
ordunun kullanilmasinin yalnizca anayasal bir temelden yoksun olmakla kalmayip, ayni zamanda
se¢im siddetine, dliimlere ve miilke zarar vermeye neden oldugunu tartigmaktadur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nijerya, Demokrasi, Askeri, Segimler.
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Introduction

In the last couple of decades, elections in Africa, have not only been an integral
component of its post-independence and democratization process, but a core tenet and
utmost requirement for its engagement with the international community. Periodic
and genuine elections are seen as a key component for enhancing the legitimacy
of a government and strengthening the social contract between citizens and their
governments.! However, in many African countries, the processes and periods of
electioneering, have often been fraught with threats and risks of electoral violence,
which has contributed greatly to undoing long and hard-fought democratic gains.
Furthermore, incumbent leaders have been accused of using state power to intimidate
opposition candidates and their support base, with election processes being abused by
some African governments to impose undemocratic practices.

Although elections are only one component of the democratic and legitimisation
process, where successful, have resulted in significant progress toward peace and
stability in the region. However, election-related violence remains a concern, as
incidents of electoral violence highlights how elections can hold grave implications
for national and regional stability. In Africa, it is estimated that about 19 to 25
percent of all electoral processes experience mid to high levels of violence?. Also,
actions by the military and other security services, as well pose threats and aggravate
tensions around the polls and undermine the credibility of their outcomes. Nigeria
is no exception to this, as the presence and involvement of security services during
elections, has been reported by some domestic and international election observers,
which is threatening the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria.

Militarization in the context of elections should also be understood as the
increased deployment of military forces for various reasons, and this results in
the domination of civil institutions in ways that affect the electoral process and its
integrity. Since the 1999 elections, militarization has become a staple of the elections
and this is tied to the characteristics of the Nigerian government as well as the great
importance that political hopefuls give to securing state power. Research suggests that
electoral politics in Nigeria is linked to the process of primitive accumulation, because
there is no compromise or moderation and security lies only in the accumulation of
state power, with the consequences being the detriment of genuine democratic rule’.
Seeing that the central government is structured to wield majority of political power
and resources, candidates resort to negative actions before, during and after the
elections with little concern to the antidemocratic effects afterwards. It is also argued
that the many years of military rule imposed on a civil society is what brought forth
the political culture of militarization, where desperate politicians take up a combative

1 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (adopted 10 December 1948) Art 21, para.3

2 Dorina Bekoe. (2010). “Trends in Electoral Violence in Sub-Saharan Africa”, Peace Brief 13, United Nations
Institute of Peace

3 Onuoha, F. C., Okafor, J. C., Ojewale, O., & Okoro, C. (2020). Militarisation of the 2019 general elections and
electoral integrity in Nigeria. The Round Table, 109(4), 407.

6 Journal of Mediterranean Basin and African Civilizations, Vol. 5, No. 1



MILITARIZATION OF ELECTIONS IN NIGERIA: A BANE OF DEMOCRATIC GROWTH

stance ready to mobilise violence for political advantage, and on the other hand, those
in power tend to mobilise the state power (military) in order to keep the political
advantage that they have. The political environment as a result of historical precedent,
encourages combative and confrontational postures instead of dialogue, negotiation,
and consensus.

Generally, during the elections, the military will; serve as members of the
electoral management body; render administrative assistance and support, or provide
protection for election materials and security against election related violence
and misdemeanour. The level of involvement is what causes the contention about
militarization of elections and there are two perspectives in this regard. On one end,
it is argued that because of the level of violence characterised in Nigerian elections,
combined with ineffective policing, it is necessary to deploy the military. Furthermore,
the logistics required to transport election materials to difficult-to-reach areas provide
justification for deploying military personnel. The other side of the argument states
that military involvement is illegal and politicians use this to intimidate the opposition.
It is also argued that force deployment also creates an air of fear and adds to voter
apathy*.

Nigerian election cycles have been known to pose dangers to its masses and
national security. However, free and fair elections for the concluded 2019 February
elections, was a promise made by the incumbent government, as well as the country’s
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). This prioritization was built
upon the outcome of the 2015 electoral process which was deemed credible by its
citizens, domestic and international election observers and monitors. This outcome
saw the historic, peaceful and democratic transition of power to the opposition in
2015, when incumbent president Goodluck Jonathan of the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), conceded defeat to General Muhammudu Buhari (Rtd.) of the All-Progressives
Congress (APC). Nevertheless, the concluded 2019 elections, was fraught with
electoral violence, and the use of security agencies, before, during and after the period,
left scores of Nigerians disenfranchised, killed and properties destroyed.

According to the European Union Election Observation Mission (EU-EOM),
approximately 145 people were killed in election-related violence, 84 of which were
in the South-South zone.> Additionally, INEC reported in Rivers state that, “collation
centres were invaded by some soldiers and armed gangs resulting in the intimidation
and unlawful arrest of election officials, with the PDP arguing that the “militarisation”
of the elections depressed turnout in parts of the country, notably in the South-South
and South-East zones.” The EU-EOM also noted its “displeasure with the role
played by some soldiers and armed gangs.”® Beyond the overall issue of the effect
of the military on voters in various parts of the country, there were other concerns

4 Tbid, p.408.
5 European Union Election Observation Mission Nigeria (2019) Final Report, p.35
6 INEC press release: (March 15, 2019). Rivers State Governorship Election.
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of interference in the electoral process by military personnel, as noted by INEC and
others in Rivers. This and other challenges in the overall electoral framework, led the
EU-EOM in their report to advocate a need for “fundamental electoral reform” due to
“systemic failings witnessed in the elections”.

Prior to the 2023 general elections, the President Muhammadu Buhari was
cautioned by the human rights activist Special Advocate of Nigeria, Femi Falana to
prevent the militarization of the elections, stating that instead of ‘terrorising voters’,
soldiers be restricted to their bases and placed at alert’. A contradiction can be identified
in that, even though the SAN cautioned the President against militarization of the
electoral process, the open letter still suggests that as a result of movement being
restricted, the police, and para-military forces should be deployed to maintain law and
order during the general elections®. Casting back to the 2014 governorship elections,
in reference to the excessive deployment of troops, the statement by the Civil group
‘Say No Campaign’ still remained valid in the 2024 context; the over-whelming
militarization of politics, engenders a consequent politicization of the military, that
may lead to a situation where a politicized military strikes and cashes in on a general
crisis partly created and partly reinforced by the militarization of politics and civic
life, and truncates the democratic experiment. Therefore, with the government not
having dealt with societal and governance issues that inspire wanton violence during
elections, the continued reliance on militarized force not only causes voter apathy
and mistrust in the electoral process, voters are less likely to seek participation in the
process entirely’.

The trend in voter turnout has been declining since 2011 which stood at 53.68%,
2015 saw a 47.09% turnout, with 2019 at 35.66%. With 25million people who voted
in the 2023 general elections, the 29% voter turnout suggested the lowest turnout in
Africa at the time according to the International Centre for Investigative Reporting
(ICIR)". Reporting also suggested that citizens distrusted the elections, the poor
economic conditions and violence also stood as reasons for the low turnout even
though a lot more people were registered to vote at 93million which was the highest
in any election. With the lack of confidence in the electoral process to produce a
preferred leader, harassment and voter intimidation before the elections also created
fear and disinterest, moreover, lingering fear of insurgent attacks combined with the
currency scarcity issue affected the voting process in Northeastern Nigeria''.

Thus, it can be argued that the use and abuse of military influence in elections

7 Nwafor Sunday, (2023). Falana to Buhari: Stop militarization of 2023 election. Vanguard. https://www.
vanguardngr.com/2023/02/falana-to-buhari-stop-militarization-of-2023-election/

8 Ibid.

9 Azeez Olaniyan, PhD’ & Olumuyiwa Babatunde Amao. Election As Warfare: Militarization of Elections and
the Challenges of Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria. https://docslib.org/doc/7289666/election-as-warfare-
militarization-of-elections-and-the-challenges-of-democratic-consolidation-in-nigeria

10 Beloved John (2023). 2023 elections: Nigeria’s voter turnout drops to lowest. ICIR. https://www.icirnigeria.
org/2023-elections-nigerias-voter-turnout-drops-to-lowest/

11 Ibid.

8 Journal of Mediterranean Basin and African Civilizations, Vol. 5, No. 1
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hinders democratic growth, because, military-induced or facilitated election-related
violence may erode the trust of the masses in the election process and by extension,
lead to lack of confidence in the wider democratic process. Furthermore, it raises
fears and concerns about institutional biases; if these agencies act or are perceived to
act in a partisan manner, they could undermine free and fair polls and heighten the
risks of violence, particularly after the vote. This paper therefore examines the role
of the military in perpetuating electoral violence. This is with the aim to minimize
militarization of elections in Nigeria.

Democracy and Democratic Elections

Democracy is the most popular political system practiced in the world today
and Africa is no exception. If we are to go by the media coverage of democracy, one
could readily be led to believe that democracy is just a synonym of good governance.
This is more so that the good governance and the success of many developed countries
have been attributed to the practice of democracy, while the collapse and failure of
several other regimes or governments have been explained mainly in terms of the
absence of democracy. In a general sense “democracy” is used to describe a system
of government in which ultimate power (or sovereignty) rests with the people.'?

The system of democracy includes procedures, values and principles which
are imperative to keep power in the hands of the people. Also, they strengthen state
structures for greater transparency, rule of law and accountability in governance. This
in turn gives political leaders, political groups and parties incentives to behave in
ways that will enhance democracy, lawfulness, stability, and trust, rather than destroy
them.

In most democracies, an essential procedure by which most essential decisions
are taken is to subject them either to a popular election or a referendum. However, the
process is not vulnerable to abuse, influence and manipulation by all parties involved.
However, the extent to which the values and principles of democracy are practiced
is up for debate. A distinction between what could only pass for electoral democracy
and a more substantial form that may be termed ‘liberal democracy’ is crucial to
understanding the limits and possibilities of democracy especially in Africa.

The UNDP Human Development Report emphasizes six principles to help
characterize democracy and democratic election, namely:'

*  An effective system that represents popular political interests with proper
representation;

*  The guarantee of universal suffrage through free and fair elections;

12 Walter James Shepard. (1935), ‘Socialism, Fascism, and Democracy’, 180 The Annals of the American Academy
of Political and Social Science, pp. 94-10.

13 UNDP (United Nations Development Programme), (2002). Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World,
Human Development Report, Oxford: Oxford University Press, p.4
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+  Effective separation of powers through well-functioning checks and
balances;

*  Alively civil sector that provides options for participating in politics;

*  Media structure that is outside the influence of the state and corporations;
and

+  Military and security forces that yield to civilian interests.

It is important to harmonise the above descriptions of democratic elections with
the widespread misconceptions of what democracy means in the African context. In a
region still characterised by electoral season violence (against the electorate as well as
the political actors, African nations are seen to struggle with their claim to democracy,
when these basic guiding principles are often neglected before, during or after the

electoral process.
Institutionalizing democracy and elections in Nigeria

Often hindered by various factors and like in many African countries, the
journey towards democratization, according to Houngnikpo, has been treacherous'
and this treacherous description, clearly depicts the issues that have accompanied the
process of electioneering and elections in Nigeria. These issues often revolve around
the characterization of elections in Nigeria in terms of actors and their activities and
has classically and progressively evolved all through its democratic transitions. Some
scholars attribute these issues to the perception of Nigerian politicians, that elections
are a matter of life and death and thus, manipulate the system and institutions to gain
or hang on to power at all costs while in contemporary times, the changing shifts in
the country’s political, economic and security context have also been considered to be
instrumental to the course of its elections.

As the campaigns for the 2023 elections kicked off, Lagos and Ebonyi states
saw a high amount of aggression and use of political violence where representatives
of the Labor Party were prevented from campaigning through intimidation and threats
of violence. Furthermore, BBC reported that an official from the All-Progressive
Congress (APC) alleged that generals from the Army held secret meeting with
opposition leader of the People’s Democratic Party. The army released an official
statement denying all claims stating that ‘The Armed Forces of Nigeria will never be
part of any ignoble plot to truncate our hard-earned democracy’'. Interestingly, the
claim of the military takeover had little response from the public, but this was owed to
the many economic challenges plaguing average Nigerians. From rising insecurity, to
fuel scarcity and shortage of currency, Nigerians were more worried about solutions

14 Houngnikpo, Mathurin C. (2016) Guarding the Guardians: Civil-military Relations and Democratic
Governance in Africa. London: Routledge.

15 Chris Ewokor. Nigerian election 2023: Nigeria military denies coup plot claim ahead of poll. BBC. https://
www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-64616772

10 Journal of Mediterranean Basin and African Civilizations, Vol. 5, No. 1
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to the economic crisis than political maneuvering by politicians they now largely
distrust.

In a similar scenario, the Department of State Services (DSS) the governments
security agency released a statement saying it uncovered key interests plotting for
an interim government in Nigeria, and the statement was released following a week-
long protest by a civil group the ‘Free Nigeria Movement’ over the outcome of the
presidential elections. The group had submitted letters to various embassies (ECOWAS,
UN, US, British) that the Nigerian government annul the election and enact an interim
government because the elections were marred with irregularities. This is a situation
where, as a result of the tense and confrontational nature of the Nigerian political
environment, the citizens find themselves in the middle of power tussles between
politicians campaigning for power and the incumbent group that has access to the
military capacity of the state'®. Moreover, the militarization of elections in Nigeria has
had the runoff effect of demonstrating to Nigerians that general elections have since
become a do-or-die affair. It is also contradictory because concerned politicians spend
tremendous amounts of money campaigning for support and influence from voters,
but will simultaneously disrupt the electoral process through sponsoring violence that
causes voter apathy and heavy-handed responses form the government in the form of
military deployments.

Since the 1959 elections, acrimony, bitterness, killings, maiming amongst others
have accompanied elections in Nigeria."” Nwolise argues that following the 1959
elections, Nigeria starts to face rising levels of electoral violence that impacts people
and society physically, psychologically, and structurally.”® The tactics devised by
politicians at time, included inflation of voters registers, stuffing of ballot boxes with
illegal papers, frustration of opponents from filing in their nomination papers, arson,
to killing of political opponents. Like the 1% Republic, election violence has also
characterized the 5 other Republics, which represent Nigeria’s democratic trajectory,
further entrenching deep-seated political crisis and exacerbated ethnic, regional,
religious, and class cleavages. As opined by Ochoche, electoral related violence,
is the employment of force by political parties or their supporters to intimidate the
opponents and the use of threats against their opponents to win the elections."

During the 2014 governorship elections in Ekiti, members of the All-Progressive
Congress were prevented by military personnel from entering the state capital to join

16 Seun Opejobi (2023). 2023 election: we did not woo military to take over govt in Nigeria — FNM replies critics.
Daily Post. https://dailypost.ng/2023/03/30/2023-election-we-did-not-woo-military-to-take-over-govt-in-nigeria-
fnm-replies-critics/

17 Philip Terzungwe (2018) Electoral Fraud, Electoral Violence and Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria. Journal
of Peace and Development. Pg. 32-47

18 Osisioma B C Nwolise, Electoral Violence and Nigeria’s 2007 Elections, (2007) Journal of Afiican Elections.
Vol.6, Issue 2. P 155-179

19 Ochoche, S A. (1997) Electoral Violence and National Security in Nigeria’. Africa Peace Review, Journal of the
Centre for Peace Research and Conflict Resolution 1(1).
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a party rally, in what the media?® described as ‘a commando-styled operation’. It was
also reported the to oversee security concerns during the elections, a 73,000-strong
security contingent was deployed for this reason. Furthermore, while a Federal High
Court in Nigeria had ruled against the Nigerian Armed Forces be involved in election
conduct, the 2019 elections saw President Muhammadu Buhari put the military in
a shoot-on-sight directive against electoral offenders. The militarization of election
also delivers a chilling effect to citizens. With anxiety from expected violence, social
uncertainty against populations witnessing the deployment of military hardware,
vehicles or aircraft to monitor electoral conduct, citizens are less likely to participate
in voting processes under such conditions. Reports suggest with the voter turnout at
35%, it was the lowest record turnout on the continent, and also a signal to mistrust in
electoral process and overall disenchantment?!.

In the context of this article, electoral violence is simply violence committed
throughout an election season, especially before, during, and after the elections? by
the military. Even though politicians are primary actors, the object and subject of this
article is the military or armed forces, otherwise known as the perpetuators. This is
based on their abuse of powers to unfairly favor incumbents and disrupt the conduct of
free and fair elections, even though other conventional disruptions and irregularities
that often characterize elections in Nigeria occur. From the above submissions, it can
be argued that politicians have been the primary actors who will give anything to
remain in power through their manipulation of electoral processes. Furthermore, the
winner takes all attitude by political parties and politicians has been detrimental to
the goal of multi-party systems of government. It should be stated here that, despite
the goal of national unity which the government of Nigeria government professes to
ensure, political intolerance amongst Nigerian politicians still persists.

Militarization of elections in Nigeria have been shown as a disincentive to massive
participation of the Nigerian woman in electoral politics. Voter intimidation, political
exclusion discourage citizens and compromise trust in the electoral processes and
women and children are the major victims just like in any other violent environments
during conflicts for instance. The 2010 report from the Center for Women Global
Leadership expressed the opinion that election violence, intimidation and other forms
of violence are also tactic to prevent women from electoral competition with the aim
of confining them to sedentary and docile areas of society. This is a cynical ploy
especially in times when social outcry demands that women be more represented in
politics in an operational and participatory capacity?. It is undeniable that women

20 Nosa Igbinadolor. (2022). Need to demilitarize Nigeria’s 2023 general election. Business Day. https://
businessday.ng/politics/article/need-to-demilitarise-nigerias-2023-general-election/

21 Ibid.

22 Anthony Egobueze and Callistus Ojirika (2017) Electoral Violence in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic: Implications
for Political Stability. Journal of Scientific Research & Reports 13(2): 1-11, Article no. JSRR.20750

23 Inokoba, P.K. and Zibima, T. (2014), “Militarization of the Nigerian electoral process and the political
disempowerment of the Nigerian woman”, International Journal of Development and Sustainability, Vol. 3 No. 9,
pp. 1836-1847.
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are underrepresented in politics, scholars have also argued that electoral violence is a
serious disincentive to women participating in politics, moreover, as the perpetration
of the violence and militarization of elections is a primarily male-dominated activity,
it most be noted that in most cases, women are more of the victims that perpetrators

of the violence.

Military involvement in Nigerian elections with a focus on the 2019 general
elections

Half a century since the 1st Republic, involving the military in elections in
Nigeria is no longer news, thanks to the polemic statutory provision of Section 218 of
the Nigerian Constitution, which clearly empowers the president of Nigeria to deploy
the military in such circumstances as he deems fit, to give effect to effective security
of the nation or any part thereof.>* With hindsight, this provision and other statutory
accompaniments, has been well exploited by past presidents, as previous history of
past elections abounds where periods of electioneering and elections in Nigeria have
been tainted by instances of militarism and violence before, during and after elections.
Nwosu for example, states that dating from the first republic, every election in Nigeria
has ended with one form of disruption, violence or the other, and the 2019 elections
which was the 6™ general elections, in the 4™ Republic, lived up to this reputation.?

The consequences of militarizing the election usually includes; Human rights
violations and the unprofessional conduct of security forces which dampens citizen
morale more. These actions involve sweeping arrests, unexplained detentions that
result in human right violations and even deaths. For instance, the military was
accused of being involved in the deaths of 16 people in Abonema in Rivers State,
when many others were arrested unlawfully?S.

The 2019 general elections in Nigeria were scheduled to hold in February and
March respectively, with presidential and national assembly elections leading, and
state and local government elections following suite. Though 69 political parties
fielded candidates in the elections. Prior to the 2019 general elections, the Nigerian
Army announced the commencement of Exercise Eke 111, otherwise known as Python
Dance in all parts of the country in preparation against challenges anticipated during
and after the elections. Similarly, on 16" February, 2019, President Buhari activated
provisions of the constitution, when he invited the military into the election scene,
urging the armed forces to be “ruthless” with anyone who interferes on the pools?.
The Nigerian Army in obeying this clarion call by the president, deployed 95% of

24 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, (1999), Section 218

25 Nereus I. Nwosu. (2000). Thirty-Six Years of Independence in Nigeria: The Political Balance Sheet: Africa:
Rivista trimestrale di studi e documentazione dell'lstituto italiano per I'Africa e I'Oriente. Anno 55, No. 2 pp.
151-166

26  Freedom Chukwudi Onuoha , Joachim Chukwuma Okafor , Oluwole Ojewale
& Chigozirim Okoro (2020) Militarisation of the 2019 general elections and electoral integrity in Nigeria, The
Round Table, 109:4, 406-418, DOI: 10.1080/00358533.2020.1788764
27https://www.msn.com/en-xl/africa/africa-top-stories/nigerias-electoral-body-cautions-buhari-atiku/ar-
BBTPCSe?li=BBKhQr3
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its operatives? and assured the electorate of its strict adherence to professional code
of conduct before, during and after the elections. Given the prominence of these
elections and in reference to the antecedents that have followed past elections, local
and international election observers expressed their fears that the army’s election
deployment plan remained unknown and contravened section 29(3) of the Electoral
Act 2010 of INEC, which provides that:

“Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law and for purposes of securing
the vote, the Commission shall be responsible for requesting for the deployment of
relevant security personnel necessary for elections or registration of voters and shall
assign them in the manner determined by the Commission in consultation with the
relevant security agencies. PROVIDED that the Commission shall only request for

the deployment of the Nigerian Armed Forces only for the purpose of securing the of

securing the distribution and delivery of election materials and protection of election
officials.

At this juncture, it is important to bring to fore that, before the 2015 elections,
which brought about the installation of President Buhari, the deployment of the
military was challenged in court by the then opposition, based on the above-mentioned
provisions of the Electoral Act. A ruling stopped the deployment of the military during
the elections and this judgment was adhered to. The 2015 general elections have been
adjudged to be the most peaceful elections since Nigeria’s return to democracy in
1999 even though the period of this election, was also considered to be the deadliest,
security-wise, as the conflict landscape in Nigeria was heavily colored by Boko Haram
attacks in the North East.

The foregoing is not intended to minimize the importance, capacity and efforts
of the military in contending with contemporary security challenges but to argue the
legality of their deployment, their posture of neutrality during times of national call by
their pay masters and also to question their display of open and forceful action in the
course of carrying out these assignments. While the Nigerian military in recent days,

has been criticized by citizens and the international community of gross human rights

. Assessed on 20.07.2019
28 Stella Eneche, available on https://businessday.ng/ng-election/article/we-have-deployed-95-percent-personnel-
for-elections-army/
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violation®, there is also no denying that the inexorable violent relationship between
the police, armed forced and civilians appears to be the norm rather than the exception
in Nigeria. States like Rivers, Akwa Ibom and Anambra witnessed a large deployment
of soldiers’ days before elections as against Borno, Adamaawa and Yobe states, which
have been the hotbed of terrorist attacks and operations of bandits since 2009. During
the elections in Rivers state, activities of the military turned the state into a war zone,
chasing away accredited voters and party agents, election monitors and killing of at
least 30 civilians;* all these led to the disruption and rerun of elections in the state.
Recall that Rivers and Akwa Ibom, states are strong hold states of PDP, the strongest
opposition party, and one may wonder why 95% of a nation’s military will be deployed
to carry out election duties when other pressing security challenges threaten its peace
and security and could use the services of its gallant troops. PRNigeria reported on
activities of the Nigerian military prior to the 2023 general elections stating the role
played to ensure peaceful conduct. The report stated the deployment of troops during
the voting days stressing that the troops had been instructed to remain neutral and to
not interfere in campaign activities®!. Although the reports suggested the neutrality of
the military, an atmosphere of tension is still created and does not necessarily serve
the intended purposes especially among regular Nigerians who have experienced one
too many heavy-handed actions of both the military meant to protect them and the

desperate politicians they are to be protected from. Two persistent questions about
this phenomenon remain; will the use of the military remain a feature of Nigeria’s
democratic, and indeed, its elections landscape, even if deployment is at a reduced
rate and at what juncture does the legality of the Constitution supersede the provisions
of the Electoral Act?

Conclusion

The use of the soldiers in elections is not unique to Nigeria or African
countries, but these incidents go to show the fragility of Nigeria’s democracy and
the impotence of the institutions set up for checks and balances. This article argued
how the use of the military in elections lacks constitutional basis and contributes to
electoral violence, deaths and destruction of property: these to political elites, may be

Assessed on 20.07.2019

29 Amnesty International Nigeria. (2018), No Accountability for Human Rights, Submission for the UN Universal
Periodic Review, 31* Session of the UPR Working Group.

30 Davies Theamnachor, 5/3/19. Available on https://allafrica.com/stories/20 1903050322 .html.
Assessed on 20/07/2019

31 Mukhtar Ya’u Madobi (2023). Military: Towards Ensuring Peaceful 2023 Elections in Nigeria.
PRNigeria. https://prnigeria.com/2023/01/15/military-towards-ensuring/
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acceptable losses as they try to hold positions of advantage during the elections. We
also stated that violence does not occur simply because Nigeria holds elections, but
because of the tendency of the political elites, individuals and groups to impose their
will on the people, abuse state power and as well as have military interference become
impediments to the development of democracy.

Thus, in conclusion, the first step in reversing these undemocratic practices in
Nigeria and in other fragile democracies in Africa and beyond, is the implementation
of constitutionalism into political culture. In practice, the constitution must be able to
give power and credence to the interests of people and sectors of society. Citizens also
have a role to play in the strengthening of democracy and boosting the integrity of
election process. There must be broader and deeper level of political participation than
the minimum activity implicit in the vote. In this regard, participation must not end in
just voting but should include the continued involvement in the political process i.e
unions, advocacy groups, organizations, as well as protests.
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YENIDEN MIiLLi MUCADELE DERGIiSINDE AFRIKA (1970-1980)*
AFRICA IN THE JOURNAL OF THE YENIDEN MILLI MUCADELE (1970-1980)

Gokhan KAVAK**

Oz: Afrika kitasi tarih boyunca kiiresel ve bdlgesel giiglerin catisma alani ve gii¢ miicadelesinin
yasandig1 bir kita olmustur. Tiirkiye’de “sag” goriise yakin oldugu belirtilen Yeniden Milli Miicadele
Dergisi yaymlarinda, Afrika’da cereyan eden hadiselere daha gok antikomiinizm, antisiyonizm ve
antikapitalizm acisindan baktig1 ve bunlara elestiriler getirdigi goriilmektedir. Ote yandan derginin
kitada kiiresel aktorlerin gilic miicadelelerini ve bagimsizlik hareketlerini yakindan takip ettigi
goriilmektedir. Bununla birlikte Tiirkiye’nin siyasi, toplumsal ve ekonomik giivenligini 6nceleyen
dergi yayinlarinda, Afrika’da yasanan gelismeler karsisinda Tiirkiye’ye yonelik olasi tehditleri
giindeme tagimaktadir. Bu makalede, 1970 ila 1980 yillar1 arasinda Tiirkiye’nin i¢ siyasetine bagl
olarak dis politikada yasanan gelismelerin Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi 6rneginde hangi olaylarin
takip edildigi, nasil bir yayin politikasi izlendigi ve gelismeler karsisinda dergideki degerlendirmeler
incelenmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Afrika, antikomiinizm, antisiyonizm, Sovyetler, Milli Miicadele Dergisi.

Abstract: Throughout history, the African continent has been a conflict zone of world and regional
powers and a continent where power struggles have occurred. In the publications of the Journal of
the Yeniden Milli Miicadele, which is reported to be close to the “right” sight in Turkey, it is seen
that he looks at the events taking place in Africa, mostly in terms of anti-communism, anti-Zionism
and anti-capitalism and criticizes them. On the other hand, we see that the journal closely follows
the power struggles and sensitive movements of world powers on the continent. By the way, in the
journal publications that prioritize Turkey’s political, social and economic security, they mention
the possible threats to Turkey in the face of developments in Africa. In this article, depending on the
internal and external developments between the years 1970-1980, which events were followed in the
journal about the African continent, what kind of publication policy was followed and the evaluations
made in the journal against the developments were examined.
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Giris

Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi, i¢ siyasetin yaninda diinya giindemini de
yakindan takip eden haftalik siyasi bir dergidir. 3 Subat 1970 ila 18 Mart 1980 tarihleri
arasinda 528 say1 olarak yayinlanan dergi “milliyet¢i”, “mukaddesat¢1” ve “Islamer”
egilimlere sahip bir grup 6grenci tarafindan ¢ikarilmistir. Konya’da 1964’te bir grup
6grenci tarafindan kurulan ve 1967 yilinda “Yeniden Milli Miicadele Hareketi” adini

alan grup, “Miicadele Birligi” olarak da bilinmekte olup grup iiyeleri “Miicadeleciler”
olarak taninmaktadir (Yalgin, 2021:79-97).

Diisiinsel temelini “Ilmi Sag” olarak belirleyen dergi, antisiyonist, antikomiinist
ve antiemperyalist bir ¢izgiye sahiptir. (Cebi, 2021: 31). Ote yandan “Inkilap {lmi”
kavramiyla dergi, “Milli Miicadele’den Islami Miicadele’ye gegis” ile Islamiyet’in
hakimiyetini hedeflenmistir (Cebi, 2021: 31). Derginin nde gelen isimleri arasinda
Aykut Edibali, Y1lmaz Karaoglu, Selim Erkog¢, Necmeddin Tiirinay ve Sabahattin Eris
bulunmaktadir. Omer Ziya Belviranl da derginin sahipleri arasinda yer almustir.

Dergide diinyanin farkli bolgelerinden oldugu gibi Afrika kitasi ile ilgili
haberlerin de yakindan takip edildigi goriilmektedir. Afrika kitas ile ilgili yayinlanan
yazilar sadece giindemde olan konularla sinirli kalmamis, bu cografyaya dair gegmiste
yasanan hadiseleri de okuyucu ile bulusturmustur.

Soguk Savas’in devam ettigi ve bu siirecin Tiirkiye’deki genglik hareketini
etkiledigi bir dénemde yayinlanan Dergi, Afrika ile ilgili gelismeleri belli bagliklar
altinda siniflandirmistir. Bunlar arasinda Sovyet Rusya, Cin ve Kiiba’nin kita
tilkelerinde siyasi, askeri ve ekonomik olarak attigi adimlar; Sovyetler ile Cin
arasindaki rekabet, Israil ve Siyonizm meselesi, somiirge faaliyetleri ve bagimsizlik
miicadeleleri ile bolgesel konular siralanabilir. Ote yandan dergi, Afrika’da yasanan
gelismelerin Tirkiye’ye olasi tehlikelerine de dikkat ¢ekmistir.

Arastirmanin Amaci

Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi 1970-1980 yillar1 arasinda haftalik olarak
yayimlanmustir. Dergide Tiirk dis politikasi ve Afrika’ya dair yazilar nesredilmis ve
kamuoyu bu noktada bilinglendirmeye ¢aligilmistir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci Yeniden
Milli Miicadele Dergisi’nin Afrika’daki gelismeleri nasil ele aldigini, hangi konular
tizerinde durdugunu ve Afrika’ya dair gelismeleri kamuoyuna nasil takdim ettigini
incelemektir. Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi’nin kendi alanindaki dergiler igerisinde
Afrika’daki gelismelere en fazla yer veren dergiler arasinda oldugu goriilmektedir.
Dolayisiyla bu ¢alisma ile soz konusu dergi drneginde Tiirkiye basininda Afrika
kitasina yonelik ilgi ve bakisin boyutu ile derinligi incelenmeye ¢alisilmigtir.

Bu calisma, dergi orneginde Tirkiye’de Afrika kitasina yonelik bakigin
yiizeysel olmadigini, gelismelerin yakindan takip edildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ote
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yayin politikasina yansidigini hatirlatmakla birlikte bu ¢aligmada Tiirkiye’deki ig¢
siyasi gelismelerin uluslararasi alandaki gelismeleri degerlendirmede ne derece etkili
oldugunu incelemeyi amaglamaktadir.

Arastirmanin Yontemi

Bu makale igin Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi’nin 1970-1980 yillart arasina
basilan tiim sayilar1 taranmis ve Afrika kitasindaki olaylar1 konu alan 98 yazi
incelenmistir. Dergide yer alan metinler “Afrika” anahtar kelimesi ile bulunmustur.
Arastirmada derginin sayilari incelenmis olup Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi birincil
kaynak olarak ele alinmistir.

Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisinde, Afrika ile ilgili ¢ikan yazilar bu ¢alismada,
“Afrika i¢in yeni tehdit: Sovyet Rusya, Cin ve Kiiba”, “Sovyet-Cin
Rekabeti” “Israil ve Siyonizm meselesi”, “Kadim Sémiirge Gelenegi”, “Bagimsizlik
Miicadeleleri”, “Bolgesel Konular” ve “Tiirk Dis politikasina mesajlar” bagliklart
altinda toparlanarak incelenmistir.

Tiirkiye’nin Dis Politikasinda Afrika (1970-1980)

Tiirk Silahl1 Kuvvetleri komuta kademesinin Cumhurbaskani Cevdet Sunay’a
12 Mart 1971°de muhtira vermesiyle baslayan (Ziircher' 271) 1970’1i y1llar ig siyasette
sag-sol olaylarmin siirdiigii calkantili yillar olarak tarihe ge¢mistir (Oran:670). iki
darbe aras1 bu donemde hiikiimetler, Bati’ya bagimli bir dig politika izlemekle birlikte
¢ok yanlt bir dis politika izlemeye c¢alismis, Sovyetler Birligi ve Arap iilkelerinin
yaninda bazi Afrika iilkelerinin de oldugu Baglantisizlar ile iligkiler gelistirilmistir
(Hiiner:124). Ancak i¢ politikada yasanan degiskenliklerin dis politikaya da yansidig1
goriilmiis ve dis politikada istikrarlt bir ¢izgi kaydedilememistir.

Tiirkiye bu donemde, asir1 silahlanma yerine komsu {ilkelerle yakin iligkiler
kurarak daha ucuza giivenlik c¢evresinde bir giivenlik kusagi olusturma politikasi
uygulamistir. Bu baglamda Afrika iilkeleriyle de iliskiler gelistirilmeye c¢alisiimistir
(Oran: 674). Nitekim 1978’de iktidara gelen Ecevit Hiikiimeti doneminde, Baglantisiz
iilkelerle iligkilerin gelistirilmesi i¢in ¢esitli adimlar atilmistir. Bu amagla Giiney
Afrika’nin somiirgesi durumundaki Namibya meselesi i¢in kurulan BM Namibya
Konseyi’nin ilk bagkani olan Tiirkiye, buraya o6nemli mali katkilar saglamistir
(Oran: 677). Diger taraftan Tiirkiye, ulusal kurtulus hareketlerine de silah yardimi
yaparak o déonem Rodezya olarak bilinen Zimbabve’deki beyaz azinlik yonetimine
kars1 miicadele eden ZANU ve ZAPU gerillalarina 300.000’er dolar bagis yapmustir.
Tiirkiye 1970’li yillar boyunca Portekiz’in ismen zikredilmedigi biitiin bildirilere
Mozambik lehinde imza koymus, 1974°te iktidarda olan CHP-MSP Koalisyon
Hiikiimeti de Eritre’yi desteklemistir (Hiiner: 110).
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Afrika iilkeleriyle iliskilerde atilan bu adimlarda bir biitiinliik saglanamadigi ve
stirekliligini yitirdigi goriilmektedir. Baglantisizlar’la kurulan iliskiler, dis politikada
yalnizca Bat1’yabagimli olmaktan kurtarmada 6nemli katkilar saglasa dabagimsizligini
kazanan Zimbabve, Mozambik ve Angola ile iliskiler gelistirilememistir (Hiiner:
111). Ote yandan Mozambik ve Angola’daki adimlar Portekiz’in, Eritre’ye yardim ise
Etiyopya’nin tepkisine neden olmustur (Oran: 677).

“Afrika icin yeni tehdit”: Sovyet Rusya, Cin ve Kiiba

Komiinizm karsit1 yayimlariyla dikkat ¢eken dergide Sovyetler Birligi, Cin ve
Kiiba’nin Afrika {ilkelerinde attigi adimlart yakindan takip edildigi goriilmektedir.
Nitekim derginin Afrika kitasim1 konu alan yaymlarinda en fazla {izerinde durulan
konu bu olmustur. Yayinlarda Angola, Etiyopya, Somali, Bat1 Sahra ve Sudan’daki gii¢
miicadelesine ve bu iilkelerdeki kita dist aktorlerin miidahalesine dikkat ¢ekilmistir.

Derginin farkli sayilarinda, Bati tahakkiimiinden kurtulmaya calisan Afrika
halklarinin o dénemde pek s6z hakkmin olmadigi belirtilmig, kita halklarimin
gegmiste Bati emperyalizmine kargi miicadele ettigi ancak simdi de Sovyet Birligi,
Cin ve Kiiba ile Bat1 emperyalizmi arasinda kaldig1 vurgulamistir. Bu siiregte Bat1
tilkelerinin politikalarinin Sovyet Rusya’nin Afrika’daki yayilmasini kolaylastirdigi
ve daha dnceden buna zemin olusturdugu kaydedilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele,
1978:9).

Sovyet Rusya’nin Afrika’daki operasyonlarinin ise Kiiba araciligiyla yaptigina
dikkat ¢ekilmektedir. Bu siiregte Rusya ve Cin’in askeri destek ve yardimlarinin yani
sira Afrika’daki bagimsizlik hareketlerini ideolojik olarak komiinizme yonlendirmeye
calistig1, Tanzanya ve Sudan 6rneklerinde oldugu gibi demiryolu, baraj insaati, teknik
eleman yardimi gibi adimlarla dostluk kurmaya calistigi atilan adimlar arasinda
siralanmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1978:9).

MOCADELE : 30 MAYIS 7-HAZIRAN - 19

Yeniden Milli Miicadele
C:9, S:435,s.2
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Askeri Miicadele

Sovyetler Birligi’nin, Angola basta olmak iizere Afrika iilkelerinde yiiriittigii
askeri miicadele dergi tarafindan yakindan takip edilmistir. Angola’daki i¢ karisiklik
hem Sovyet-ABD miicadelesinden etkilenirken hem de Sovyetler Birliginin
miidahalesi, donemin Afrika Birligi Orgiitii' Baskan1 ve Uganda Devlet Baskani
idi Amin ile Sovyetler arasinda siyasi krize neden olmustur. Dergide ¢ikan yazida
Amin’in, Angela’nin igiglerine miidahalesini sona erdirmek i¢in Sovyetler Birligi’ne
48 saat miihlet verdigi, aksi halde dilkesinin Sovyetler ile iliskisini kesecegi
kaydedilmistir. Yazida dikkat ¢eken husus, Afrika ilkeleriyle kita disi aktorlerin
iliskilerine derinlemesine yer verilmesidir. Nitekim Amin’in talebine Rusya’nin
Uganda biiyiikelgisini ¢ekerek tepki gosterdigi, buna karsin Amin’in Sovyet elgisini
kendisini Uganda’'min Bagkan yardimcisi sanan bir adamin daha fazla iilkesinde
kalamayacagini sdyleyerek, Rusya’dan Uganda’ya sarhos olmayan bir elgi
gondermesini istedigi aktarilmistir. Bu yazida, Angola’nin i¢islerine karismakla itham
edilen Sovyetlerin buna tepki géstermesi, bu iilkenin “miidahaleci ve emperyalist”
yiiziinii ag1ga ¢ikarmasi olarak degerlendirilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1975:7).

Angola’daki i¢ savasta Sovyetler ve Kiiba tarafindan Angola’nin Bagimsizligi
icin Halk Hareketi-Isci Partisine (MPLA)? gonderilen destek yakindan takip edilmis ve
dergide yer almigtir. Portekiz’in Angola’dan ¢ekilmesi iilkede i¢ savasa neden oldugu
belirtilen “Afrika’da Emperyalizm, Rus Silahlar1 ve Kiiba Askerleri ile Yayiliyor”
baslikli yazida, Cin ve ABD tarafindan tahrik edilen, Giiney Afrika’dan yardim
goren, Avrupali parali askerlerden takviye edilen Tam Bagimsizligi i¢in Ulusal Birlik
(UNITA)-Angola Ulusal Kurtulus Cephesine (FNLA)? karst MPLA’nin miicadeleyi
kazanmasinda Ruslarin silah desteginin, Kiibali uzmanlarin gelisinin, ABD ve
Zaire’nin destegini ¢ekmesinin 6nemli bir faktér oldugu kaydedilmistir. Burada
dikkat ¢ekilen husus, Angola’da zaferi MPLA nin m1 yoksa Sovyet-Kiiba is birliginin
mi kazandigina dikkat ¢ekilmesidir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:2). Angola ile
ilgili dikkat ¢eken bir konu da bu iilkedeki giic miicadelesinin Vietnam ve Giiney
Amerika’daki gii¢ miicadelesinin devami ya da révansi olarak degerlendirilmesidir
(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:2).

Angola’daki Rus etkisinden su sekilde bahsedilmistir: Evet, Rusya’nin
Angola i¢in hazirladigr son yeni bir i¢ savastir. Angola’daki i¢ savas, duraklamalar
gasterse de kesilmeyecektir. Ta ki iilkeden Rus emperyalizmi kovulana kadar... Her
tirlii emperyalizme karst milletlerin bagimsizlik ve hiirriyet miicadelesi devam
edecektir.”” (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:15). Bu durum Rodezya’da anlatilirken
ise, “Rodezya’daki gayri insani wrk¢i rejim, zencilerin hakli, fakat Rus emperyalizmi
tarafindan somiiriilen direnisi ile karsi karsiya. 1965 te Ingiltere den tek tarafl olarak

1 Afrika Birligi Orgiitii ismi, 2002’de Afrika Birligi (AfB) olarak degismistir.

2 Bagimsizhig1 icin Halk Hareketi-Is¢i Partisi (MPLA), Aralik 1956'da Angola Komiinist Partisi (PCA)
ile Angola'daki Afrikalilarin Birlesik Miicadele Partisi (PLUA) ile birlesiminden olusmaktadir.
3 Angola Ulusal Kurtulus Cephesine (FNLA), anti-komiinist 6zelligiyle 6ne ¢ikmaktadir..
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ayrilan tilkede 270 bin civarinda beyaz azinlik yonetimi elinde bulunduruyor. Rusya
ise Vietnam'da, Angola’da oynanan oyunu, burada da sahnelemeye hazirlaniyor.
Ifadesi kullanilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:7).

Sovyetler ile Fransa arasinda 1970°li yillarda yasanan Afrika’daki gii¢
miicadelesinin dergideki yazilarda yer aldigi goriilmektedir. Dergide, Fransiz
L’Express’in Angola’daki gii¢ miicadelesi ile ilgili roportajina yer verilmistir.
Bu roportajda, MPLA’ya karst miicadele eden FNLA lideri Holden Roberto ile
goriisiilmiis ve MPLA’nin Sovyetler ile Kiiba’dan agir silah, tank, ugak ve helikopter
destegi aldig1 aktarilmistir. Bu roportajda Roberto’nun su agiklamasina yer verilmistir:
Diin bu efendi Portekiz kolonicileri; bugiin ise Dogu Avrupa, Kiiba veya baska bir
yerden ithal edilen halk komiserleridir. ifadesini kullanarak aslinda komiinist ya da
sosyalist iktidarlar1 hedef gostermesi dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bununla birlikte Roberto’nun
su ifadelerini not etmek gerekir: Batili halk hiirriyete inaniyor ama bunun zenciler
icin olmadigina, zencilerin eskisi gibi kirbagla idare edilmesi gerektigini de inaniyor.
Komiinistler ise tipki koloniciligin ilk zamanlarinda oldugu gibi Afrikalilart ‘hizada
tutmayt’ biliyorlar... (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:2)

Angola’daki CIA faaliyetlerini yiiriitmekle gorevli eski bir CIA ajani oldugu
belirtilen John Ftockell’in savas ile ilgili diisiincelerine yer veren dergide, Ftockell’in
Angola’daki savasa Sovyet Rusya ve Kiiba’nin karigmasinin nedeni olarak ABD’nin
yaptig1 hatalar1 gosterdigine dikkat cekilmistir. Ozetle Ftockell, Angola’da Marksist
bir yonetimin iktidara gelmesinde CIA’nin “aptalca” yiriittigi gizli savasin neden
oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. ABD’nin Fransa’dan 20 askeri danisman gonderdigi ancak
bunlarin 1 ay sonra iilkeyi terk ettigi; Portekiz’den kiralik asker almaya galistiklari
ama basarisiz olduklari ve hatta katil ve hirsizlardan olusan Ingiliz-Amerikan ekibini
Angola’ya gonderdigini ancak bu kisilerin higbir fayda saglayamadig: belirtilmistir
(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1978:2).

Bat1 Afrika’da Portekiz’e kars1 yiiriitiilen “gerilla” miicadelesinde Sovyetlerin
yerel gruplara destek vermesini giindeme tasiyan dergideki bir yazida su ifadelere
yer verilmistir: Sovyet silahlaryla donatilmig bulunan gerillalar Siyah Afrika’dan
beyaz hakimiyetinin son halkasini temsil eden Portekiz somiirgeciligini kaldirmak
icin miicadele etmektedir. (Yeniden Milll Miicadele, 1974:2). Ayn1 yazida Afrikali 40
kadar gerillanin Sovyetler Birliginde pilot egitimi aldig1 ve bu durumun Portekiz’i
endiselendirdigi belirtilmistir. Bu siiregte Gine Bissau’nun bagimsizligi i¢in miicadele
eden PAIGC’nin Sovyet Rusya’dan AK-47 otomatik tiifeklerden en son modern
fiizelere kadar hemen hemen her gesit silah yardimi aldigi bilgisi paylasilmistir
(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1974:2).

Afrika Boynuzu olarak bilinen Etiyopya, Cibuti, Eritre ve Somali’deki
gelismeler dergide yakindan takip edilmistir. Mesela Sovyetlerin artik Somali’den
ziyade Etiyopya’ya daha fazla 6nem verdigi ve artik Somali’den ziyade Etiyopya’nin
Sovyetlere yaklastigina dikkat cekilerek bdlgede emperyalist giiclerin kiyasiya bir
miicadele i¢inde oldugu mesaj1 verilmistir. (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1977:11)
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Sovyetler Birliginin 6zellikle 1978’de Etiyopya’ya yaptig1 yardimlar yakindan
takip edilmistir. Derginin farkli sayilarinda Ogeden bolgesinde Etiyopya kuvvetleri
ile Batt Somali Kurtulus Cephesi arasindaki miicadelede Sovyetler, Kiiba ve diger
komiinist {ilkelerin Etiyopya’yi, Batili ve bazi Arap iilkelerinin de Somalilileri
destekledigi belirtilmistir. Bu durumun Afrika Boynuzu’nda kiiresel bir miicadelenin
yasanmasina neden oldugu kaydedilerek Kizildeniz ve Basra Korfezine kiyisi olan
Somali’de Sovyet destekli Etiyopya ordusunun hakimiyet kurmasina Bati ve Arap
diinyasinin sessiz kalmayacagi, bu nedenle Etiyopya ve Somali’nin siiper gii¢lerin
birer “piyonu” oldugu vurgulanmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1978:11).

Son olarak Afrika’daki Sovyet yayilmaciligr ile ilgili Kaddafi rejimi 6rnek
gosterilebilir. Nitekim Libya lideri Kaddafi’nin Time ile yaptig1 roportajina yer veren
dergi, Kaddafi’nin Rusya ve Kiiba 'nin Afrika’ya miidahalesi konusundaki gériisiiniiz?
sorusuna, Eger Kiiba ve Sovyetlerin askeri yardimlarini kullanan iilkeler varsa o
zaman onlar Amerikan tecaviiziinden korunmak igin boyle yapmaya zorlaniyorlar. Biz
Sovyetleri miidahaleci olarak gérmiiyoruz. cevabin paylastigina dikkat ¢ekilmistir

(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1979:2).
Ekonomi Alaminda Miicadele

Sovyet Rusya ve Cin’in askeri alanda attig1 adimlarin yani sira bu iilkelerin
Afrika iilkelerindeki yatirimlart da giindeme getirilmistir. Cin’in krediler ve Cinli
is¢i destegiyle Ozellikle Orta Afrika’daki bakir madenlerine ulasmay1 hedefledigi,
Sovyetler Birligi’nin ise ABD’ye kars1 adimlar attig1 drneklendirilmistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1971:2).

International Herald Tribune gazetesinden aktarilan “Rusya ve Kiiba nin
Afrika’daki Yatirimlar?” baglikli haberde, Sovyetler Birligi’nin son 5 yilda (1971-
1976) Afrika iilkelerine 2,2 milyar dolar askeri yardim ve 765 milyon dolar ekonomik
yardimda bulundugu aktarmistir. Sovyetlerden yardim alan {ilkeler ise Angola, Misir,
Cezayir, Kenya, Somali, Gabon, Kongo, Libya, Nijerya, Uganda, Mali ve Mozambik
olarak siralanmistir. ABD Savunma Bakanliginin kaynak gosterildigi haberde, 11 bin
760 Kiibali askeri personelin Angola’da savastigi, Afrika’da bulunan Sovyet askeri
danisman sayisinin ise 3 bin oldugu belirtilmistir. Buna karsilik ABD’nin Afrika
iilkelerine 30,9 milyon dolar askeri yardim yaptig1 bilgisi paylasilmistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1976:2).
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Yeniden Milli Miicadele
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Afrika’da Sovyet-Cin Rekabeti

Dergide yer alan yazilarda aslinda iki miittefik gii¢ olarak gdsterilen Sovyetler
ile Cin arasindaki rekabetin de giindeme getirilmesi dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Cin’in bazi
Afrika iilkelerine, Rusya’ya karsi askeri ve ekonomik yardim teklifinde bulundugu
belirtilerek Habesistan ve Somali buna 6rnek gosterilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele,
1974:14). Mesela Rusya’nin destegiyle Misir, Sudan ve Libya’nin askeri ittifak
kuracagi, 1970’te Sudan’in bayragina kirmizi rengi eklemesi ve bunun “sosyalist
devrimin evrimi” olarak agiklanmasi giindeme getirilerek Cin komiinistlerinin, Kuzey
Dogu Afrika’da yayilan Rus komiinistlerinden memnun olmadigina dikkat ¢ekilmistir
(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1971:10).

Sovyetlerin adimlarina karsin Cin’in Etiyopya ile iliskiler gelistirdigi
belirtilerek, bu adimlarla Cin strateji uzmanlarinin Somali’de Sovyetlerin iyi bir
pozisyon elde etmelerine darbe vurmay1 diisiindiikleri kaydedilmistir. Ote yandan
Cin’in Tanzanya’da tren hatt1 insas1, Misir, Cezayir ve Gine ile iligkiler gelistirdigi
ve Ozellikle Hint Okyanusunda Sovyetlerin deniz yolunu ele gegirmesine karsi adim
attig1 aktarilmistir. Afrika iilkelerine ekonomik yardimin yam sira seyyar hastaneler
kuran Cin’e kars1 Sovyetlerin “halka yakin politikasina” karst ¢ikabilecek higbir
faaliyetinin olmadig1 aktarilmistir. Sovyetlerin iist tabakadan kalkinma yardimlarini
dagitirken Cin’in ise genis halk kitlelerine uzun vadeli “ihtilalci” bir yaklagimla
hareket ettigi kaydedilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1977:2).

Cin ile Rusya’nin aslinda Afrika’da birbirleriyle miicadele etmelerine ragmen
“komiinist propaganda” ve ABD karsithg konusunda birlestiklerine de dikkat
¢ekilmektedir.
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Milli Micadele Dergisi

C:7 S:319, s:10

Israil ve Siyonizm Meselesi

Dergideki yazilara gére genel olarak Israil’in Afrika’da bulunmasinmn iig
sebebi bulunmaktadir: Faaliyetlerini mali kaynaklarla zenginlestirmek, siyasi destek
kazanmak ve Afrika milletlerini dejenere etmek. Afrika’da 29 iilke ile iliskiler kuran
Israil’in bu iilkelere teknik elemanlar gonderdigi, 6grencilere egitim verdigi, tarimsal
kalkinma programlari diizenledigi ve askeri ekipmanlar gonderdigi belirtilmistir.

Dergide, Israil ve Siyonizm bashgi altinda Afrika ile ilgili yayimlanan yazilarin
kisitlt ve donemin gelismelerine bagli olarak daha ¢ok Uganda merkezli oldugu
goriilmektedir.* Ancak Uganda merkezli Israil ile ilgili yazilarda belli bir goriis
birliginin olmadigi, farkli sayilarda farkli goriiglerin yer aldigi tespit edilmistir.
Yayinlanan yazilarda bir taraftan Ugandali lider Idi Amin’in basa gegmesinde Israil’in
destegi oldugu belirtilmesine ragmen diger yazilarda ise Amin’in Israil’e kars1 oldugu
belirtilmektedir. Aynt durum Uganda Eski Devlet Baskan1 Apolo Milton Obete icin
de gecerlidir. Yani derginin bu konudaki yayin politikasinda degiskenlikler oldugu ve
bunun da ¢eviri metinlerden kaynaklandigi diistiniilmektedir.

Dergideki yazilara goére, Uganda’da kuvvetli bir “Sion-Israil” sizmasi
bulunmaktadir ve Uganda silahli kuvvetleri, Israilli uzmanlar tarafindan
yetigtirilmektedir. 25 Ocak 1971°de Obote’nin yurtdisinda oldugu sirada darbe ile
iktidar1 devralan Idi Amin’e Israil’in destek verdigini dne siiren dergideki bir ceviri
yazisinda, darbe ile devrilen Obote’nin Giiney Sudanli gerillalarla Sudan’a karsi
savasan Alman Yahudi tiiccar Rolf Steiner’i Sudan’a teslim etmesi sonrasi darbenin
yapildigina dikkat cekilmistir. Ote yandan bu darbeye bazi Bati merkezli yayin

4 Uganda, Siyonist tegkilati tarafindan Yahudiler i¢in teklif edilen tilkeler arasinda bulunmustur.

Akdeniz Havzasi ve Afrika Medeniyetleri Dergisi, Cilt. 5, Say1.1 27



Gokhan KAVAK

organlarmin CIA’nin da parmagi oldugunu vurgulamistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele,
1971:11). Ancak Amin’in iktidara gelisinde Israil destegi bazi soru isaretlerini
de getirmistir zira Amin’in iktidar1 boyunca Israil karsit: siyaseti dergideki diger
yazilarda yer almigtir.

Amin’in, “Afrikali’nin bas diismani Siyonistlerdir.” soziinii alintilayan dergi,
baslangigta Amin’in Israil ile iyi gegindigini ancak daha sonra aralarmin agildigin
kaydetmektedir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1972:2). Bu durum sonraki sayilarda da
giindeme getirilmis ve Idi Amin’in Kampala’daki Israil Biiyiikelgiligi’ni kapattigin
ve 700 Yahudi’ye Uganda’y1 terk etmeleri talimat1 verdigini aktarmistir. Israil ile ilgili
¢ikan diger yazilarda artik Amin’in aslinda Yahudilerle iyi gecindigi ve hatta Ugandali
Miisliimanlara baski uyguladigi ancak iktidari igin tehlikeli gordiigii Yahudilerle
arasinin acildigi giindeme getirilmistir. Bu haberlere yonelik degerlendirmelerde
ise Yahudilerin higbir topluluk i¢inde var olamadigi, “Beynelmilel Siyonizm “in
Afrika’da cirit atmasinin sebebinin sadece zengin kaynaklarint kullanmak ve bagka
iilkelerin ulagmasini énlemek oldugunun alti ¢izilmistir. Ote yandan Idi Amin’in
arasmin bozuldugu Yahudiler 6rnek gosterilerek, Israil’in kendisine ihanet ettigi ve
bunun Yahudiler ile dost olmak isteyenlere drnek olacagi kaydedilmistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1972:13).

Israil ile ilgili bir giindemin de Giiney Sudan’daki gelismeler {izerinden yapildig
goriilmiistiir. Nitekim Giiney Sudan’in bagimsizligindan yaklasik 40 y1l 6nce 1971°de
yaymlanan bir yazida, Yahudilerin Israil’den sonra Giiney Sudan’i “ikinci vatan”
olarak gordiigii ve ABD’nin bolgedeki Hristiyanlari agikga destekledigi belirtilmekte
ve iilkedeki darbelerde dis miidahaleye dikkat ¢cekilmektedir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele,
1971:7). Yillar 6nce yapilan bu yorumlarin Giiney Sudan’in 2011°deki bagimsizligi
siirecinde yeniden giindeme gelmesi dikkat ¢ekmektedir.

Dergide ¢ikan “Afrika’da Sion Pengesi Elmas Topluyor” baslikli yazida,
Israil’in Afrika iilkelerine yardimlari karsiliksiz ve son derece iyi niyetli yaptigina
yonelik agiklamalari su sekilde degerlendirilmistir: son derece giiliing bir iddia olarak
degerlendirilmistir. Yapilan yorumda kurulan su ciimleler dikkat ¢ekicidir: Beynelmilel
Yahudilik, i¢ine sizdig1 Afvika iilkelerinin en kabiliyetli ve en zeki genglerini Israil e
cezbedip orada tam bir Yahudi ajani olarak yetistirir ve tekrar memleketlerine geri
gonderir. Busayede kendisi ¢ekilse bile geride biraktigi iilke kendi ajanlart tarafindan
idare edildigi i¢in emin ellerdedir. (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1971:2)

Israil ile ilgili bir konu da Afrika Birligi Orgiitii’nde giindeme gelmistir. Orgiitiin
1975 yilinda 12. toplantist Uganda’da gergeklestirilmis ve toplantida alinan kararlar
arasinda Israil’in Filistin’de isgal ettigi topraklardan ¢ikarilmas ile Filistin halkini
kabul etmesi noktalarinda goriis birligine varilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele,
1975:2).
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Yeniden Milli Miicadele Say1 7. Cilt 322. Say1 Tarih 6 Nisan 1976, 5.7

Kadim Somiirge Gelenegi

Derginin yayin politikasinda, Osmanli Devleti’nin ¢okmesi sonrasi Afrika’daki
somiirgecilik faaliyetlerinin artmasina dikkat c¢ekilmektedir. Somiirgecilik
faaliyetlerinde ise Fransa’ya genis bir sekilde yer verildigi goriilmektedir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1975:10-14). Ote yandan Afrika’daki somiirge giiclerine ydnelik
cikan yazilar incelendiginde Fransa basta olmak iizere Portekiz, Ispanya ve Cin’in 6ne
ciktig1 dikkat gekmektedir. Fransa ile ilgili ¢ok sayida yazi yaymlandig1 buna karsin
Ingiltere’nin Afrika’ya yénelik politikalarina dair yazilarin neredeyse hi¢ olmadigin
vurgulamak gerekmektedir.

The Daily Star’dan “Fransiz Somiirgeciligini Yiirliten Adam” bagligtyla
terciime edilen yazida, Fransa’nin Afrika’daki somiirge faaliyetlerine yer verilmistir.
Fransiz somiirgelerindeki aydin kesimlerin Paris’i ikinci vatan olarak kabul eden
Fransiz hayranlarinin oldugu ancak bu ziimrenin azinlik teskil ettigine dikkat
cekilmistir. “Direkt somiirgecilikten” “endirekt somiirgecilige” gecise Fransa’nin
da ayak uydurdugu ve Afrika iilkelerine yardimlarin egitim alaninda yogunlasarak
Fransiz kiiltiiriiniin yayilmak istendigi kaydedilmistir. Fransa’nin kiiltiirel niifuzunun

yani sira Cad, Senegal, Gabon ve Madagaskar gibi iilkelerde Fransa’nin daimi tsleri
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bulunmaktadir. Fransa’nin yeni somiirgecilik faaliyetinde General De Gauelle ve
gizli bir servis ya da istihbarat vazifesi ile gorevli oldugu iddia edilmis ve soz
konusu iki kisinin hayatina dair bilgiler paylasilmasi dikkat ¢ekmistir (Yeniden Milli
Miicadele, 1973:2). Dergiye gore Fransa, somiirgelerindeki bagimsizlik hareketlerine
ragmen emperyalist emellerine devam etmekte ve kaybettigi somiirgelerinin yerine
yeni yerler arama igerisindedir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1978:11).

Fransa’dan bagka Portekiz’in Afrika’daki faaliyetlerine de yer veren dergi,
ozellikle Gine ve Cape Verde’de Portekiz giiglerine karsi yiritilen “gerilla”
miicadelelerini giindemine tagimstir. Ote yandan Gine Bissau, Angola ve Mozambik’in
bagimsizlik siireglerini giindemine tagiyan dergi, 6zellikle Portekiz’e karsi miicadele
eden yerel giiclerin Sovyetler tarafindan askeri destek aldigina dikkat ¢ekmektedir.
Bu noktada dergi, Portekiz’in boslugunu Sovyetlerin doldurdugunu okuyucuya
sunmaktadir. Bagimsizligina kavusan bu iilkelerde Sovyetler haricinde Cin, ABD
ve Avrupa iilkelerinin goriiniir etkilerinin devam ettigi ve bu nedenle s6z konusu
Afrika tilkelerindeki karisikliklarin devam edecegi vurgulanmaktadir (Yeniden Milli
Miicadele, 1975:7).

Dergide, kitadaki kadim sayilabilecek somiirge giiglerinin Uganda ve Giliney
Afrika merkezli c¢alismalarina dair yazilar yaymlanmistir. Uganda’da 1976°da
gerceklestirilen Entebbe operasyonu sonrasi Kenya ile olas1 krize kars: ingiltere adim
atarak Kenya’ya askeri mithimmat gonderecegini agiklamistir. Bu noktada emperyalist
tilkelerin Afrika’da “kendi kendine yetebilen” devletler istemedigi ve bu iilkelerin
daima yardima muhtag¢ halde olmalarini istedigi kaydedilmektedir. Ayrica desteklenen
darbelerle Afrika iilkelerinin ekonomik ve sosyal yonden gelismelerinin engellenmek
istendigi ve birlik igerisinde bulunmalar1 gereken kardes devletler arasina diismanlik
sokulmak istendigi kaydedilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:7).

Somiirge giiglerinin Afrika’da bir diger uzantisi olarak da Giiney Afrika’daki
Apartheid rejim gosterilmistir. S6z konusu rejimin siyahilere karsi ayrilikgr
uygulamalarina dikkat ¢eken dergi, bu rejimin sadece kendi vatandaslarma degil
komsu iilkelere karsi da saldirgan tutum icinde oldugunu kaydetmektedir. Diger
yazilarda oldugu gibi dergi, bu yazida da Batili emperyalistlerin biraktigi boslugu
Rusya ve Cin’in doldurdugu uyarist yapmistir. Burada ise olanin Afrika halklarina
oldugu kaydedilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:7).

Bagimsizhik Miicadeleleri

Derginin genis kapsamli olarak iizerinde durdugu konularin basinda Afrika
halklarinin bagimsizlik miicadeleleri gelmektedir. S6z konusu bagimsizlik hareketleri
gerek kita dis1 somiirge iilkelerine gerekse de azinlik beyazlara ya da kitadaki
diger iilkelere kars1 yiiriitiilmiistiir. Ote yandan dergide “eski” ve “yeni” sdmiirge
kavramlarinin kullanilmasi da dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Nitekim bagimsizligim1 kazanan
Afrika tilkelerinin kredi destegi, saglik yardimi ve baris goniilliisii gibi kavramlar
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altinda somiiriilmeye ¢alisildig1 belirtilmistir. Bu noktada da Rusya, Cin ve Israil’in
daha fazla 6ne ¢ikarildigr goriilmektedir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1973:2).

Somiirgeciligin farkli boyutlar:

Afrika’da somiirgecilik ve emperyalizmin ekonomik, askeri ve kiiltiirel olmak
tizere farkli yiizlerinin oldugunu vurgulayan “Kara Afrikalinin Talihi Giilmiiyor”
baslikli yazida, ABD’nin goniilli hizmeti olarak tanimlanan Amerikan Barig
Goniilliileri harekati 6rnek gosterilmis ve Afrikalilarin bu “gizli hedefi” sezmekte
gecikmedigi kaydedilmistir. Buna karsi ise Sovyetler ve Kiiba’nin destek vaadiyle
Afrika’da niifuz aramaya galistig1 tekraren hatirlatilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele,
1978:8).

Avrupa llkelerinin Afrika iilkelerini direkt degil dolayli yoldan somiirmeye
bagladig1 ve bunun Hristiyan devletlere daha fazla kazang temin ettigini vurgulayan
dergideki “Kuzey Afrika Miisliimanlar1 Ispanyol Sémiirgeciligine Baskaldirtyor”
baslikli yazida, sémiirgecilik tarihinde Ispanya’nin direkt somiirgelestirme faaliyeti
yiiriiten iilkelerden biri oldugu ve bu noktada “Ispanyol Sahrasi” olarak tanimlanan
Fas ve Moritanya arasindaki bolgede kesfedilen petrol ve fosfat kaynaklarinin
bu topraklarin énemini Ispanya i¢in daha da arttirdig: belirtilmistir (Yeniden Milli
Miicadele, 1970:13). Yazida Fas’in gelirlerinin yiizde 30’unun fosfattan saglandiginin
alti gizilerek, Ispanya’nin fosfat cevheri islemesinin iilke ekonomisini olumsuz
etkileyecegi kaydedilmistir. Ispanya’ya karsi ise 1963’te demir madenlerinin
isletilmesi konusunda anlagmazliga diisen iki iilke lideri Fas Krali Hasan ve Cezayir
Bagbakani Bumedyen’in Cezayir’de bulusarak kucaklastigma vurgu yapilmistir
(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1970:13).

Afrika’min eski sémiirge giiclerinden Ingiltere, Ispanya ve Portekiz gibi
iilkelerin tutunamadigi; Rusya, Cin, ABD ve Israil gibi iilkelerin de “Afrika’nin
uyanig1” karsisinda “gilgina dondiigii’ne dikkati ¢eken dergi, ozellikle Cin ve
Rusya’nin bagimsizlik hareketlerini komiinizme kanalize etmeye galistigini, bagtaki
iktidarlara ise Tanzanya ve Sudan Orneklerindeki gibi borg vererek ve demiryolu
ingas1 gibi projeler sunarak yanlarina ¢ekmeye calistigini vurgulamistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1973:2). Burada derginin dikkat ¢ektigi husus, Afrika’y1 somiirge
bolgeleri olarak kullanan kita dig1 aktdrlerin, yerel halklarin bagimsizlik hareketlerine
baglamasiyla gecmisten farkli bir bicimde Afrika kitasindaki gruplar1 destekleyerek
bolinmelere neden oldugu ve kriz ortami ortaya ¢ikardigidir. Bu duruma Angola,
Eritre ve Rodezya (Zimbabve) 6rnek iilkeler olarak sunulmaktadir (Yeniden Milli
Miicadele, 1976:13).

Bu durum bir baska yazida su sekilde anlatilmistir:

Bati emperyalizminin agindan kurtulmayr basaran Afrika toplumlari,
hiirriyeti tadamadan Rus ahtapotunun kollarinca ¢epegevre kusatil
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vermigstiv. Degisen bir gey yok... Bati emperyalizmi yerini Sovyet he-
gemonyast... Gene kélelik, gene somiirii.... Rusya, Bati hakimiyetine
kars1 verilen bagimsizlik miicadelelerini ustalikla ve sahtekarca istis-
mar etmistiv. ‘ulusal kurutulus miicadelesi veren halklarin desteklen-
mesi’ kampanyasi arkasinda bu tilkeleri isgal etmistir. Kendisine karsi
savasabilecek insanlart imha etmek i¢in bagimsizlik miicadelesi veren
gruplarin arasun agarak birbirine diisman kilmigtir. Bu igte Rusya, ken-
di askerlerini degil, on karakolu durumundaki Kiiba min gerillalarim
kullanmuistir. Baskalar: doviismiis, ganimet Rusya’nmin olmustur.

“Somiirge masast” ya da “bagimsizlik kahramanlar1” Afrikali Liderler

Afrika iilkelerinin somiirgecilik ve emperyalizme karsi miicadelelerine yer
veren dergi ayn1 zamanda Afrikali liderler arasindaki is birligine ya da miicadeleye
de dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bu noktada dergi yayinlarinda, Afrikali bazi liderlere elestiriler
getirdigi goriilmektedir. Bunun bir 6rnegi olarak Cad gosterilebilir. Nitekim dergide
Cad ile ilgili ¢ikan yazida iilke ile ilgili bilgi verilirken yilizde 90’1 Miisliiman olan
Cad’in baginda Hristiyan Francois Tombal Baye’nin bulundugu bilgisi paylagilmis
ve Cadlilarin Fransiz emperyalizmine karsi siirdiirdiikleri miicadeleye Libya
Krali Senusi’nin destek verdigi buna karsin Kaddafi’nin ise yardimi kestigine ve
Hristiyanlarla isbirligi yaptigina dikkat cekilmistir. Kaddafi’nin yardimi kesme
nedeni olarak ise Fransa’nin Yahudi Savunma Bakani Micheal Debre’nin agzindan
su ifadelerle paylasilmistir: Verdigimiz 100 Mirage’a karsi Libya, Cadli rakiplerimizi
desteklemeyecegine soz vermigtir. (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1970:7)

Afrikali liderlerle ilgili su ifadeler dikkat cekmektedir: Afrika’da hak ideolojiye
dogru hizli adimlarla ilerlenmektedir. Naswlarin Kaddafilerin, Numeyrilerin suni
ittifaklart yine kendi kendine ¢oziilecektir. Zafer hak ideoloji i¢in miicadele eden
mazlum milletlerindir. (Yeniden Milll Miicadele, 1970:7-14).

Sudan ile ilgili haberlere farkli sayilarda yer veren dergide bu iilkedeki Mayi1s
1970 darbesine atif yapilarak darbede Rus silahlarinin kullanildigi, Sudan lideri Cafer
Numeyri, Libya lideri Kaddafi ve Misir lideri Nasir’in Rusya’nin planlarini tatbik
etmek {izere Uglii bir zirve yapacagi bilgisi paylasilmistir. Afrika’da Sudan, Misir ve
Libya gibi iilkelere niifuz eden Rusya’nin bu liderlerle isi bittiginde bir koseye atacagi
vurgulanarak Afrikali Misliman milletler ve mazlum halklar1 komiinizmin igine
atanlarin bu girdap i¢inde yok olacagi kaydedilmistir. Kaddafi, Numeyri ve Nasir gibi
liderlerin ise “vatan kurtaran kahraman” roliindeki kuklalar oldugu 6ne siiriilmiigtiir.

(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1970:7-14).
Afrikal1 bazi liderler ile ilgili dergide ¢ikan bir yazida su ifadeler kullanilmistir:
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Afrika iilkelerinin ¢ogunun mevcut yéneticileri Bati-Rus sémiirge kiiltiiriiyle
yetismis kafa ve midesinden digariyla kéle ruhlu insanlar. Bu haliyle Afrika iilkelerinin
emperyalist siiper giicler i¢in ‘bulunmaz Bursa kumast’ olacagini ve bu iilkelere birer

‘Yolunacak kaz’ goziiyle bakacaklarini kestirmek i¢gin fazla kafa yormaya gerek kalmaz
herhalde (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:10).

Afrikali liderlere yonelik elestirel bakis agisinin yani sira Tanzanya ve Uganda
orneklerinde oldugu gibi atilan adimlari destekleyen yazilar da dergide yer almustir.
Nitekim Tanzanya Devlet Bagkani Julius Nyerere’nin Cin’e karsi durusu derginin
giindemine getirilmistir. Afrika iilkelerine tren yolu basta farkli projelerle bugiin
oldugu gibi geg¢miste de bor¢ para veren Cin’in politikalarina kargi adim atan
Nyerere’nin, bir iilkenin bagimsizlig i¢in kendine giivenmesi ve dayanmasi gerektigi
vurgulamistir. Ote yandan bir {ilke bagimsiz olmak istiyorsa baska iilkelerden borg
para almamasi gerektigine yonelik aciklamasi yayinlanan Nyerere’nin Batililarca
iilkesinin komiinist taraftar1 olarak kabul edilmesini kabul etmedigini, ilk planda
iilkesini ve kendi menfaatlerini diisiinen bir lider oldugunu, Batililarin bor¢ para
ve demiryolu insasi i¢in yardim etmediklerinden dolay1 Dogu iilkelerine yaslandigi
vurgulanmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1972:2). Bu durum Afrika’da bagimsizlik
ve digsa bagimlilik tartigmalarini yeniden giindeme getirmektedir.

Bagimsizlik miicadelesinde Ugandali lider idi Amin’in adimlarinin da dergide
genis bir sekilde yer aldig1 goriilmektedir. Tlk sayilarda Amin ile ilgili farkl1 goriisteki
yazilar ¢iksa da 1972’den sonra Amin’in Asyalilari {ilkeden ¢ikarmasi, emperyalizme
karst durusu ve bu durusun diger Afrika iilkelerine de yayilma tehlikesi nedeniyle
baskilara maruz kaldigi daha fazla 6ne ¢ikmistir. Dergide, Uganda’daki hadiselerin
gercek emperyalizm oyunlarmin mazlum milletlerce anlagilmaya baslandiginin
ifadesi ve emperyalizmin sonunun baslangici degerlendirmesi yapilmistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1972:2). Diger taraftan Amin’in Uganda’daki 1.400 yabanci
misyonerin yerini siyah Ugandalilarin almasini emrederek, Ulkemde karisiklik
¢tkarmak i¢in emperyalistler din yoluyla geri gelmek isteyebilirler. Bunun igin biitiin
dinlerin Uganda’da Ugandalilar tarafindan idare edilmesini istiyorum. Béylelikle
yabancilara iilkede anarsi ve yikim tohumlarini ekme firsati verilmemis olacaktir.

Ifadesi dergide yer almistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1973:2).
Eritreli Miisliimanlar ve Etiyopya

Kita igindeki diger iilkelere karsi bagimsizlik miicadelelerinin bir 6rnegini
Eritre’de gormekteyiz. Afrika’daki bagimsizlik miicadelelerinde Eritreli Miisliimanlara
da yer veren dergi, Eritreli Miislimanlarin Etiyopya’ya kars1 miicadelelerini giindeme
tasimistir. Eritre’nin stratejik bir konumda olduguna ve Afrika’y1 ele gecirmede
bu bolgenin “Afrika’nin kapis1” olarak goriildiigiine dikkati ¢eken dergi, Eritreli
Miislimanlarin diger bazi Afrika halklar1 gibi Bati egemenligine karsi Sovyet ve
Kiiba destegini kabul etmedigini aktarmistir. Dergide Eritre ile savasan Etiyopya’nin
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arkasinda biiyiik oranda Sovyet ve Kiiba destegi oldugunun alt1 ¢izilmistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1978:11).

Dergide, Sovyetler Etiyopya’y1 desteklerken ABD ise Eritreli isyancilari
destekleyerek kitada vekalet savasi yiirittiigii kaydedilmistir. Burada konu ile ilgili
haberin “Islam Diinyas1” bashig1 altinda verilmesi, Etiyopya rejimini Marksist olarak
nitelendirilmesi ve Eritre’de 3,5 milyon insanin soykirim ile karsi karsiya oldugunun
belirtilmesi dikkat ¢ekmektedir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1980:11).

Yeniden Milli Miicadele

C:7,S:318,s.12

Dergi, 50 yili agkin siire Italya somiirgesi olan Eritre’nin 1952°de igislerinde
ozerk kalmak kaydiyla Habesistan ile bir federasyon halinde birlestigi ancak 1962’de
Etiyopya Imparatoru Haile Selasiye’nin Eritre’yi topraklarina katma ¢abasinin krizin
patlamasma neden olduguna dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bagimsizlik i¢in Eritre Kurtulus
Cephesi’nin Miislimanlar, Eritre Halk Cephesinin ise Hristiyanlar tarafindan kurulan
Marksist bir hareket olarak tanimlayan dergi, Eritre Halk Cephesinin Etiyopya yerine
iilkedeki Miislimanlar ile miicadeleye girdigini belirtmistir. Dergideki su ifadeler
dikkat c¢ekmektedir: Eritre Halk Cephesi’'nin amacimin Eritre’nin bagimsizliga
kavusmast ve bdlgenin Arap ve Amerikan etkisinden kurtarilmast oldugunu soyleyen
teskilat yetkilileri iilkeyi Marksizm’in etki alamina ¢ekmeye ¢alismaktadir. 1fadesi
kullanilmigtir. Bagimsizlik miicadelesinde kamuoyunun ilgisiz kaldigi yorumunu
yapan dergi hem Etiyopya hem de diger gruba karst miicadele eden Miisliimanlarin
maddi olmasa bile manevi olarak destek beklediklerini vurgulamistir (Yeniden Milli
Miicadele, 1976:13).

Azinlik Beyazlar

Ulke igindeki azmlik beyazlara yonelik o6rnekler Dogu ve Giiney Afrika
iilkelerinden verilmistir. Nitekim dergi yaynlarinda, iilkedeki ekonomik hakimiyeti
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elinde tutan Asya kokenlilere yonelik Ugandali lider Idi Amin’in simir dig1 etme karari
olumlu bir adim olarak degerlendirilmistir. Amin’e gore Asyalilar kendilerini “Ingiliz
gibi hissediyor” ve Uganda ekonomisine zarar veriyorlardi. Amin’in Asyalilara karsi
tavr1 dergi tarafindan “milli uyanis” olarak tasvir edilmis ve Ingilizlerin bu “uyanisin”
diger Afrika iilkelerine de yayilacagi endisesi tasidigi belirtilmistir (Yeniden Milli
Miicadele, 1972:2).

Uganda’da Ingiliz vatandas1 Asyalilarin iilkeden ¢ikarilmalari siireci Malavi’de
de yasanmis ve 6 bin 800 Asyaliya sinir dist karar1 derginin giindemine taginmaistir.
Bu adimin Uganda’da oldugu gibi {ilke ekonomisine yabancilarin degil {ilke halkinin
hakim olmasi amactyla atildig1 vurgulanmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:2).

Dergide beyazlara karsi verilen miicadele su sekilde satirlara yansimistir:

Rodezya, Giiney Bati Afrika ve Giiney Afrika beyazlarin idaresi altindadir
ve buralarda zenciler ikinci sinif vatandas muamelesi gormektedirler. Afrika
Birligi iiyeleri buradaki iktidarin son verilmesini istemekte ve bu yolla miicadele
etmektedirler. Tanzanya Devlet Baskani Nyerere, Zambiya Devlet Baskani Kaunda,
Afrika’daki beyaz iktidarina karsi savas a¢ilmasini son konusmalarinda istemislerdir.
(Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:2).

Derginin farkli sayilarinda Afrika Birligi Orgiitii zirveleri yer almis ve orgiitiin,
Afrika’nin igiglerine yabanci miidahale yapilmamasi gerektigi a¢iklamasi giindeme
taginmugtir. 1977°de diizenlenen toplantida Libya ve Cad arasindaki anlagmazliklarin
¢Ozimii igin bir arabuluculuk komisyonunun kurulmasi, Rodezya probleminin bir an
once ¢ozlilmesine yardime1 olunmasi ve orgiitiin tarafsiz olmasi gerektigi gibi kararlar
dergi haberlerinde yer almistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:11).

Bdélgesel Konular

Dergide giindeme getirilen bolgesel konular arasinda Sahra sorunu, Cezayir-
Tunus gerginligi, darbeler ve Miisliiman Afrika’da yasanan gelismeler gibi donemin
sicak hadiseleri bulunmaktadir. Fas ile Cezayir arasinda yasanan Bati Sahra sorunu
ile ilgili farkli sayilarda yazilar yaymlanmis ve genel ¢ergevede bdolgesel krizin
“siiper giigler” tarafindan kériiklendigine ve Islam iilkelerinin birbirine diisiiriilmeye
calisildigina dikkat ¢ekilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:11). Sahra sorununun
aktorlerinin Cezayir, Fas, Moritanya ve Libya oldugu kaydedilerek krizin
¢oziilememesi durumunda en fazla Moritanya’nin etkilenecegi belirtilmistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1979:2). Bu krizin ¢dziimiine yonelik Afrika Birligi Orgiitii’niin
adimlarina da yer verilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1979:11).
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— Rral Aasan, Bat: Sahra'nmn zengin
maden yataklam Fas'in elinde bula.
nuyor.

Yeniden Milli Miicadele - 10. Cilt 484. Sayi, s.2

Bat1 Sahra sorunun yani sira Cezayir ile Tunus arasinda yasanan kriz de dergi
yayimina yansimigtir. Cezayir’den Tunus’a gegen yaklasik 300 kisilik silahli grubun
41 kiginin dliimiine ve 111 kiginin de yaralanmasina neden oldugu kaydedilerek
saldiridan dnce Cezayir’i suglayan Tunus yonetimi, saldirganlarin sorgulanmasindan
sonra saldirmin arkasinda Libya oldugu tespit etmis ve iki ililke arasinda siyasi
gerginlik yaganmistir. Bu kriz iizerine Fransa’nin Tunus’a 2 helikopter, 2 nakliye
ucagi ve paragiitgiiler gonderdigi ve bu yolla Tunus karasularini giiven altina almak
bahanesiyle savag gemilerini bolgede konuslandirdiginin alt1 ¢izilmistir. Aynmi sekilde
Fas kral1 2. Hasan’in da Tunus’a askeri yardim yaptig1 yazilmistir. Libya’ya ise Dogu
Almanya’dan destek geldigi ve giineydeki kamplarda komsu iilkelerden gelenlerin
Almanlarin gézetiminde egitildigi kaydedilmistir. Ote yandan Libya ve Cezayir’in
Sovyetlerden de destek aldigi belirtilmistir.

Dergide, Afrika’daki Miisliiman topluluklara dair yazilara da yer verilmistir.
Bunlardan biri “Afrika’da Islam” baslikli AP’den terciime edilen haberdir. Bu
haberde Afrika’da Islam’in nasil yayildigi kisaca anlatiimis, Afrika’da Miisliimanlarin
¢ogunlukta ve azinlikta oldugu iilkeler siralanmis, Misliiman silahli gruplar ile ilgili
bilgi verilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1973:2).

Islam Diinyas1 boliimiinde islenen diger bir haberde ise Orta Afrika Cumhuriyeti
Devlet Baskani Jean Bedel Bokasso’nun, Libya Devlet Bagkani Muammer
Kaddafi’nin iilkesini ziyaret sirasinda katildig1 bir térende Islam dinini kabul ettigi
ve adimi Ahmet olarak degistirdigi aktarilmigtir. Haberde ayrica Bokasso’nun iilke
bayragimi ay-yildizli bayrak haline getirilmesi ve tim vatandaglarma Miislimanligi
kabul etmelerini istemesi giindeme taginmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1976:11).

Afrika’daki gida krizlerine az da olsa yer veren dergi, Moritanya, Yukar1 Volta,
Cad, Nijer, Mali ve Senegal gibi iilkelerde gida krizi nedeniyle bir¢ok insanin risk
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altinda olduguna dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bu bdlgelerden biri de Habesistan’dir (Etiyopya).
Yukar1 Volta’nin Batili iilkelerden yardim istedigi, aksi taktirde birgok kisinin aglik
tehlikesiyle kars1 karsiya kalabilecegi ve 6lebilecegi kaydedilmistir. Habesistan’daki
krizin ise sadece halkina adalet dagitamayan bir yonetimden degil ayni zamanda
somiirge giiglerinin gayri insani tutumlarindan kaynaklandigi ve bundan ibret alinmasi
gerektigine dikkat ¢cekilmektedir. Burada somiirgecilerin politikalarina deginilerek su
ifadeler kullanilmistir:

Batinin ve dogunun dev ekonomilerine sahip iilkeleri, halki a¢likla pencelesen
bu iilkelere bugiine kadar hep servetlerini sémiirmek icin gitmislerdir. Bugiin sahip
olduklar: dev ekonomilerini de oralardan sémiirdiiklerine bor¢ludurlar. Milletleri
somiirebilmek icin harpler ¢ikarp, biitcelerinden milyarlari harbin devam etmesi
icin aywanlar, yiizbinlerce insamn agliktan dlmesi karsisinda susarsa, elbette bu
insanlarin katili bunlardir. (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1974:11).

Sahra 6rneginde oldugu gibi Libya, Cezayir, Fas ve Moritanya gibi Afrika
tilkelerinin ihtilaflari; Rodezya ile Mozambik’in savas ilan etme durumunda olmast,
Tanzanya ile Rodezya’nin savas ilan etmeleri ve Etiyopya ile Somali arasindaki
gerginlikler bolgesel konular olarak dergi yayinlarinda giindeme getirilmistir (Yeniden
Milli Miicadele, 1976:10). Buna bir 6rnek de Cad’da gergeklestirilen askeri darbe
girisimidir. Burada darbeyi gerceklestirenlerin Miisliiman olmasi dikkat ¢cekmektedir.
Ulkedeki darbe sonucu Devlet Bagkan1 Tombalbaye nin hayatini kaybettigi belirtilerek,
Tombalbaye’nin iilkedeki Miisliimanlarin bagimsizlik hareketlerini bastirmak i¢in
Fransiz askerlerinden yardim aldigi ve 1971°de Miisliimanlar tarafindan yapilmak
istenen darbe girisiminin de bastirildig1 kaydedilmistir. 2-3 Nisan 1970 gecesi yapilan
askeri darbenin bastirildig1 ancak General Noel Odingar liderliginde 13 Nisan’daki
askeri darbenin ise basariya ulastigi kaydedilerek General Noel’in su sodzlerine yer
verilmistir: Silahli kuvvetlerimiz Allah ve milletimize karsi mes uliyetini yerine
getirmigtir. (Yeniden Milll Miicadele, 1975:2)

Derginin farkli sayilarinda Afrika Birligi Orgiitii zirveleri yer almis ve orgiitiin,
Afrika’nin igiglerine yabanci miidahale yapilmamasi gerektigi ac¢iklamasi giindeme
taginmugtir. 1977°de diizenlenen toplantida Libya ve Cad arasindaki anlagmazliklarin
¢Ozimii igin bir arabuluculuk komisyonunun kurulmasi, Rodezya probleminin bir an
once ¢6zlilmesine yardimc1 olunmasi ve orgiitiin tarafsiz olmasi gerektigi gibi kararlar
dergi haberlerinde yer almistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1977:11).

Tiirk Dis Politikasina Mesajlar

Afrika’da yasanan olaylar ile ilgili derginin bazi boéliimlerinde Tiirkiye’ye
yonelik mesajlar verilmistir. Tiirkiye’nin stratejik bir konumda bulundugu, Afrika
iilkelerinin yasadig: tecriibelerden ders ¢ikarilmasi ve buna karsi tedbir alinmasi
gerektiginin alt1 ¢izilmistir. Dergide, Tiirkiye’'nin sartlarinin Afrika iilkelerinden
¢ok farkli oldugu ancak ABD ve Rusya gibi emperyalist giiglerin Tiirkiye iizerinde

Akdeniz Havzasi ve Afrika Medeniyetleri Dergisi, Cilt. 5, Say1.1 37



Gokhan KAVAK

daha biiyiik bir titizlikle durduklar ve asil biiyiik “kumar1” Tiirkiye i¢in oynamak
istedikleri de kaydedilmistir. Ozellikle 1rk, mezhep ve fikir ayriliklarinin kiskirtilarak
genglik kesiminin kamplara boliinmek ve i¢ savas ¢ikartilmak istendigi kaydedilmis;
Tiirkiye’nin, Afrika ilkelerinin distiigii tuzaga asla diismemesi gerektigi uyarisi
yapilmuistir.

“Afrika’da Bati’nin Bosalttig1 Yeri Sovyet Emperyalizmi Dolduruyor”, baslikli
yazida, Rusya’nin Afrika Boynuzu iilkeleri basta Afrika’da etkisini artirmasiyla
Kizildeniz’e hakim olacagi ve bdylece Sovyet Rusya’nin asirlardir ele gegirmeyi
hayal ettigi Tiirkiye’yi ¢evreleyen komiinist kusatma adimina bir adim daha
yaklasacagi vurgulanmistir. Bu noktada Afrika’daki giic miicadelesinin Tiirkiye i¢in
dolayli yoldan tehdit olusturacagi uyarist yapilmaktadir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele,
1978:9). Derginin diger sayilarindaki yazilarda bu tehlike farkli sekillerde giindeme
getirilmistir. Mesela daha dnce Hristiyan misyonerlerin tesiri altinda olan Afrikalilarin
simdi de komiinizm kiskact altinda olduguna dikkat ¢ekilerek, Tiirkiye 'ye Sovyetler
Birliginden dogrudan dogruya ve ivedi bir tehdit yok diyenler siyah Afrikalinin
giderek trajiklesen durumundan ders ¢ikarmalidir. Uyarist yapilmistir. (Yeniden Milli
Miicadele, 1978:9)

Dergide ¢ikan “Tiirkiye’nin Jeopolitigi ve Sovyet Yayilma Stratejisi” baglikli
yazida ise Asya ve Afrika’nin kavsak noktasmin Ortadogu oldugu ve CENTO?
gibi paktlarla ¢evrelenen Rusya’nin Ortadogu ve Afrika’ya yonelerek bu ¢emberi
kirmak istedigine, cemberi kirmak i¢in de Tiirkiye lizerinden bir zorlama yapacagina
dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Rusya i¢in Afrika ve Ortadogu’ya ulasmada Tiirkiye’nin kestirme
ve avantajli bir giizergdh oldugu ve bu nedenle de Tiirkiye’nin zayif diismesini

isteyeceginin alti1 ¢izilmistir (Yeniden Milli Miicadele, 1971:8).
Sonug¢

Yeniden Milli Miicadele Dergisi yaymlariyla Tiirkiye kamuoyunu Afrika’da
yasanan hadiseler konusunda bilgilendirmeye ve kamuoyu olusturmaya amaglamistir.
Derginin genel olarak donemin sartlar1 dikkate alindiginda Afrika’daki gelismeleri
yakindan takip ettigi goriilmektedir. Dergide ¢ikan yazilarin bir kisminin geviri yazisi
olmasi ise derginin bakis agisini etkiledigi ve sayilar arasindaki goriiglerde kismen
farkliliklar olustugu ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Dergide Afrika’ya dair yayinlanan yazilar
incelendiginde, bu dergiyi ¢ikaran hareketin diisiincesini yansittig1 acik bir sekilde
goriilmektedir. Nitekim gerek Sovyetler Birligi, Cin ve Israil’in Afrika iilkelerine
yonelik politikalarinda gerekse de Afrika igindeki giic miicadelesinin yansitilmasinda
“komiinizm tehlikesinin” 6nemli dl¢iide giindeme getirildigi goriilmektedir.

Diisiinsel olarak dergide, Israil, ABD, Fransa ve Sovyetler Birligi’nin yani sira
komiinizm, Siyonizm ve kapitalizm gibi ideolojilere de karsi ¢ikilmistir. Afrika’da

5 CENTO, Sovyetler Birligi'nin Ortadogu'da niifuz kurmasim &nlemeye yonelik Tiirkiye, Iran,
Irak, Pakistan ve Birlesik Krallik tarafindan olusturulmusg giivenlik ve savunma orgiitiidiir.
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“komiinizm tehlikesinin” siklikla giindeme getirildigi gorilmiistir. Afrika’da
meydana gelen olaylarin arkasinda baglantilara deginilmistir. Afrika’da kurulan yeni
devletlerin i¢ politikalar1 ve dis politikalarindaki tutumlarinin yani sira Misliiman
toplumlarin emperyalist tilkelere karst ortak hareket etmesi gerektigi vurgulanmustir.

Dergi yayinlarinda, Afrika’daki kadim somiirge geleneginin lizerinde durularak
yeni kiiresel sistemde giic kazanan kita dis1 aktorlerin Afrika’da pozisyon almaya
bagladig1 ve bu durumda da Afrika halklarinin Dogu Blogu ve Bati Blogu olmak
tizere iki cephe arasinda kaldigi vurgulanmistir. Burada derginin altini ¢izdigi
husus, bagimsizligint kazanan halklarin yardim bahanesiyle bir somiirge giiciinden
kurtulurken digerinin eline diistigiidiir.

Israil’in Afrika iilkelerinde att1ig1 adimlari giindemine tasiyan dergi, 6zellikle
Uganda iizerinde durmustur. Entebbe operasyonunun diizenlenmesi ve Ugandali lider
Amin’in attig1 adimlar dergi tarafindan okuyucu ile bulusturulmus ve bu yazilarda
Yahudilerin bagka toplumlar igindeki “uyumsuzlugu” giindeme taginmaistir.

Dergi yayinlarinda Afrikali liderlere de deginmis ve burada kita dis1 aktorler
ile igbirligi yapan ya da iilkesini savunan Kaddafi ya da Idi Amin gibi liderler 6ne
¢ikarilmistir. Bununla birlikte Uganda ve Giiney Afrika’daki beyaz azinliga yonelik
tepkiler okuyucu ile bulusturulmustur.

Son olarak vurgulamak gerekir ki Afrika ile ilgili yayinlarin en dikkat ¢ceken
kisimlarindan biri de kitadaki geligsmelerin Tiirkiye ile iliskilendirilmesidir. Nitekim
Afrika’daki gelismelerin Tiirkiye’yi de ilgilendirdigi ve 6zellikle Sovyetler Birligi’nin
attigt adimlarin Tiirkiye igin tehlike olusturabilecegi vurgulanmustir. Afrika’da
yaganan gelismeler karsisinda Tiirkiye’nin i¢ politikadaki gelismeleri dergide
degerlendirilmis, Angola basta olmak {izere Sovyetlerin gerilla 6rgiitlerine desteginin

benzerinin Tiirkiye’deki sol hareketler igin de olabilecegi uyarist yapilmistir.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Throughout history, the African continent has been a conflict zone of world and
regional powers and a continent where power struggles have occurred. In this article,
depending on the internal and external developments between the years 1970-1980,
which events were followed in the journal about the African continent, what kind of
publication policy was followed and the evaluations made in the journal against the
developments were examined.

The Journal of Yeniden Milli Miicadele was published in 528 issues between
February 3, 1970 and March 18, 1980. For this article, all issues of the Journal of
National Struggle published between 1970 and 1980 were scanned and 98 articles
about events on the African continent were examined. The keywords “Africa” were
used to find the journal’s texts. In this study, the articles regarding Africa published
in the Journal of the National Struggle were evaluated under the following themes:
“Afrika icin yeni tehdit: Sovyet Rusya, Cin ve Kiiba”, “Sovyet-Cin Rekabeti”, “Israil
ve Siyonizm meselesi”’, “Kadim Somiirge Gelenegi”, “Bagimsizlik Miicadeleleri”,
“Bolgesel Konular” and “Tiirk Dis politikasina mesajlar”.

The purpose of the publication was to enlighten and shape public opinion in
Turkey regarding developments in Africa. Considering the conditions of the period, it
is seen that the journal closely followed the developments in Africa. When the pieces
on Africa in the magazine are analyzed, it is evident that they represent the viewpoint
of the movement that published the journal. Intellectually, the magazine condemned
communism, Zionism, and capitalism, as well as Israel, the United States, France, and
the Soviet Union. It has been observed that the “danger of communism” is regularly
raised on the African agenda. The links behind the events in Africa were mentioned.
Moreover, It was highlighted that African Muslim societies should work together to
oppose imperialist powers.

The journal focuses on Africa’s old colonial legacy. Furthermore, it was observed
that non-continental players gained strength in the new global order and began to
take up positions in Africa, whereas African peoples remained trapped between two
fronts, the East-West Bloc. The journal, which emphasizes Israel’s actions in African
countries, is particularly focused on Uganda. In his journal articles, he also mentioned
African leaders like Gaddafi and Idi Amin who worked with non-continental actors or
defended their countries. However, the reactions to the white minority in Uganda and
South Africa were brought together with the reader.

Finally, it should be emphasized that one of the most striking parts of the
publications on Africa is the association of developments in the continent with Turkey.
In the publications of the Journal of the Yeniden Milli Miicadele, which is reported
to be close to the “right” sight in Turkey, it is seen that he looks at the events taking
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place in Africa, mostly in terms of anti-communism, anti-Zionism and anti-capitalism
and criticizes them. On the other hand, we see that the journal closely follows the
power struggles and sensitive movements of world powers on the continent. By the
way, in the journal publications that prioritize Turkey’s political, social and economic
security, they mention the possible threats to Turkey in the face of developments in
Africa.
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TURKIYE’S FOREIGN AID TO AFRICA UNDER THE AK PARTY: A
CONSTRUCTIVIST ANALYSIS*

AK PARTI DONEMINDE TURKIYE 'NIN AFRIKA’YA DIS YARDIMI:
KONSTRUKTIVIST BIR ANALIZ

Imam HISSEIN ALIO**

Abstract: Tiirkiye pursued a Western-centered foreign policy from 1923 to the beginning of the
2000s. However, in the early 2000s, the country attempted to restore the Ottoman heritage by turning
East under the banner of Neo-Ottomanism. Tiirkiye’s geopolitical and historical characteristics
have played a strategic role in pursuing multifaceted foreign policy. Tiirkiye’s relations with Africa
improved throughout the 1990s, peaking during the Justice and Development Party’s reign. Turkish-
African relations have political, economic, military, and cultural dimensions. Foreign aid, on the
other hand, is one of the most important components of Tiirkiye’s soft power on the continent.
Tiirkiye now implements humanitarian and development projects in more than 40 African countries
through state and non-state entities such as TIKA and THH.

Using constructivism, this study investigates the driving factors behind Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to
Africa during the JDP era. It argues that Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to Africa is defined primarily by the
country’s humanitarian and benevolent identity, which can be traced back to the Ottoman State.
Tiirkiye’s status as the Ottoman Empire’s heir and a member of the Islamic Cooperation Organization
(OIC), along with 28 African countries, allows the country to interact with the continent on historical,
social, religious, and cultural levels.

Keywords: Tiirkiye, Africa, Justice and Development Party, Foreign Aid, Constructivism.

Oz: Tiirkiye, 1923’ten 2000°li yillarin basma kadar Bati merkezli bir dis politika izlemistir.
Ancak 2000’lerin basinda iilke, Neo-Osmanlicilik siartyla doguya yonelerek Osmanli mirasini
canlandirmaya ¢alismistir. Tiirkiye’nin jeopolitik ve tarihsel ozellikleri, iilkenin ¢ok boyutlu dis
politika izlemesinde stratejik bir rol oynamustir. Tiirkiye’nin Afrika ile iliskileri 1990’lar boyunca
geliserek Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi doneminde zirveye ulagmistir. Tiirk-Afrika iliskilerinin siyasi,
ekonomik, askeri ve kiiltiirel boyutlar1 bulunmaktadir. Ote yandan Dis Yardim Tiirkiye’nin kitadaki
yumusak giiciiniin en 6nemli bilesenlerinden biri olarak kabul edilmektedir. Tiirkiye, TIKA ve THH
gibi devlet ve sivil toplum kuruluslar: araciligiyla 40’tan fazla Afrika iilkesinde farkli insani yardim
ve kalkinma projeleri yiiriitmektedir.

Bu calisma, konstriiktivizmi uygulayarak, Tirkiye’nin Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi déneminde
Afrika’ya yaptig1 dis yardimlarinin arkasindaki faktorleri incelemeye ¢aligmaktadir. Buna gore
makale, Tiirkiye’nin Afrika’ya yénelik dig yardimlarinin, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’na kadar uzanan
insani ve hayirsever kimligi etrafinda sekillendigini One siirmektedir. Tiirkiye’nin Osmanlt
Devleti’nin varisi olmas1 ve 28 Afrika iilkesinin de mensubu oldugu Islam Is birligi Teskilati’na iiye
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olmasi, {ilkenin kita ile tarihi, sosyal, dini ve Kiiltiirel agidan ortak noktalarda bulugsmasina olanak
saglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Afrika, Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi, D1s Yardim, Konstriiktivizm.

Introduction

Tiirkiye and Africa have a long history, but since 2002, particularly during the
Justice and Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi), Tiirkiye’s role in Africa
has grown, and Africa has become one of the top priorities on Tiirkiye’s foreign
policy agenda. Tiirkiye’s influence in Africa has evolved in numerous dimensions,
most notably in politics, where it has sought to develop strong strategic partnerships
and strengthen safety and stability, as evidenced by the country’s initiatives in Sudan
and Somalia. Military connections between Tiirkiye and Africa have also improved in
recent years, with Tiirkiye establishing its first overseas military bases in Somalia in
2017. Later, Tiirkiye had military and defense industrial collaboration with a number
of African countries, including Jibuti, Gambia, Mali, Moritania, Nijer, Nijerya,
Senegal, Central Republic of Africa, Sudan, and Libya (Turhan, 2021/3: 478).
Economically, Tiirkiye has been making efforts to expand trade volume with various
African countries while also entering new markets. Through the Turkish Cooperation
and Coordination Agency (TIKA) and some international organizations such as the
World Health Organization, Tiirkiye has implemented projects and operations in
social, educational, environmental, agricultural, and healthcare domains across over
40 African nations. In fact, aid has been one of Tiirkiye ‘s most effective softer power
components in Africa (Republic of Tiirkiye Ministry of Foreign Affairs Official
Website, 2022). Tiirkiye lays such a great focus on humanitarian aid because it sees
it as both a humanitarian responsibility and a strategy for establishing a presence on
the African continent. Another reason for Tiirkiye’s active engagement with Africa
is the country’s historical, social, cultural, and religious ties with various countries,
as the successor to the Ottoman Empire (Kavas, 2006). In fact, unlike the 35 states
that gained independence after the Ottoman Empire fell, Tiirkiye is regarded as the
Ottoman Empire’s sole descendant and direct continuation (Yurdusev, 2010: 47).

There has been extensive research on Tiirkiye’s foreign policy in Africa, such as
those conducted by Cuhadar, Giirkaynak & Ozkegeci&Taner (2004), Kavas (2006),
Ozkan & Akgiin (2010), Oba (2011), Ozkan & Orakei (2015), Wasuge (2016), Donelli
(2017), Ozkan (2018), Yahya Goudja (2021), and Inag, Hadji & Benmansour (2022).
However, limited research has been conducted to examine Turkish foreign policy
towards Africa using a constructivist perspective. One such work is the analysis
conducted by Yunus Turhan in 2021. Turhan investigated the impact of the identities
of Turkish leaders on the country’s foreign policy under the Justice and Development
Party. Specifically, the author explored how the identities projected by Davutoglu and
Erdogan over the past two decades have been translated into actual state practice.
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The study sheds light on the importance of the construction of identities in shaping
Tiirkiye’s foreign policy towards Africa (Turhan, 2021/1: 1340). In his work titled
“Turkey’s Foreign Aid to Africa: An Analysis of the Post-July 15 Era,” Yunus Turhan
(2021/2) also investigated the determinants that influenced Turkish foreign aid
behaviour in sub-Saharan Africa between 2013 and 2018. Specifically, he examined
whether the presence or absence of Giilen-linked schools in recipient states had
any agency in the allocation of Tiirkiye’s aid flow. Turhan (2021/2: 795) found that
Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to Africa was primarily driven by humanitarian motives, and
this commitment to humanitarian aid has remained consistent even after the events of
July 15. Therefore, his study concludes that Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to Africa has been
characterized by a strong humanitarian orientation.

This study on the other hand, employs a constructivist approach to investigate
the factors that have driven Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to Africa during the JDP era. This
work is the first to apply constructivism as a theoretical framework to examine Turkish
foreign aid to Africa to date. The study aims to fill this gap by arguing that Tiirkiye’s
foreign aid to Africa is largely influenced by Tiirkiye’s humanitarian and benevolent
identity, which has historical roots in the Ottoman State. The study is structured
into four distinct sections. The first section offers an overview of the theoretical
underpinnings of social constructivism as a framework for analysing international
relations. The subsequent section delves into an analysis of Turkish foreign policy,
focusing on the interplay between ideological principles and pragmatic considerations.
The third section of the study centers on an examination of the various determinants
that have influenced Tiirkiye’s approach to Africa during the Justice and Development
Party era. Finally, the fourth section scrutinizes Tiirkiye’s foreign aid policy towards
Africa during the JDP era, encompassing an exploration of the key drivers, sectors,

and overall impact of Tiirkiye’s aid initiatives.
Social Constructivism as an International Relations Theory

The concept of Constructivism was originally introduced by Nicholas Onufin his
book titled “World of Our Making: Rules and Rule in Social Theory and International
Relations” (1989), which encompassed various post-positivist viewpoints (Kurki
vd., 2007: 183). Subsequently, Alexander Wendt further developed this theory and
explored its connections to other approaches in his publication titled “Social Theory
of International Politics” (1999) (Wendt, 1999: 90). However, a debate exists
regarding whether constructivism should be categorized as a theory or an approach.
Some scholars, like Onuf, view constructivism as a means of examining social
reality, whereas Finnemore regards it as a social approach for explaining the nature
of social life and change. Conversely, scholars such as Alexander Wendt consider
constructivism as a theory that endeavours to explain international relations (Turhan,
2021/1: 1331)
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As an international relations theory, constructivism places importance on the
influence of socially constructed identities and interests in international relations,
asserting that the global system is formed via repeated interactions among countries
and other actors. It highlights the role of ideas, norms, and identities in shaping state
behaviour. Constructivism posits that ideas, norms, and identities are shaped through
historical, cultural, political, or social interactions among states and other actors.
That is to say, ideas, norms, and identities are not inherent or fixed, but rather, are
constructed through historical, cultural, political, or social interactions among actors.
According to constructivism, state behaviour is not solely driven by material interests,
but also by the ideas and norms that actors hold about appropriate behaviour in the
international system (Wendt, 1999: 370). Therefore, unlike mainstream international
relations theories such as Neorealism and Neoliberalism, which prioritize material
forces such as power and interest, Constructivism emphasizes the significance of
socially constructed processes of facts. Constructivism posits that social facts are
determined by the meaning and value individuals assign to them, while anarchy is
shaped by states’ beliefs and attitudes (Wendt, 1992: 391-396). Nonetheless, the
emphasis on socially constructed facts in Constructivism should not be understood as
the only factor in international politics. Rather, the point here is that socially created
facts, like material forces, play a role in determining international politics.

In the context of Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to Africa, constructivism offers insights
into the role of socially constructed identities and norms in shaping state behaviour.
Tiirkiye’s humanitarian and benevolent identity, which can be traced back to the
Ottoman State, reflects the ideas and norms that Tiirkiye holds about appropriate
behaviour in the international system. As a constructivist theory suggests, state
behaviour is not solely driven by material interests, but also by socially constructed
processes of facts, including ideas, norms, and identities. Therefore, Tiirkiye’s foreign
aid to Africa can be seen as a reflection of its identity and the norms it holds, which

emphasize the importance of humanitarian assistance and benevolence.
Turkish Foreign Policy Between Ideology and Realpolitik

To gain a comprehensive understanding of the impact of Ankara’s African
policy, one must consider Tiirkiye’s broader shift in foreign policy during the JDP era.
With this, this section will briefly discuss the structure of Turkish foreign policy. The
emphasis on the relationship between ideology and realpolitik in Turkish foreign policy
is due to the ongoing debate about Tiirkiye’s policy and its ideological motivations,
which often neglects the political and economic realities that force Tiirkiye to take
certain positions for the past decade. The JDP’s foreign policy appears to be guided
by ideological considerations such as Neo-Ottomanism or Islamic humanitarianism,
but it is important to recognize that practical concerns ranging from energy security to
national security also shape Tiirkiye’s policy choices, particularly given the country’s
sensitive geopolitical position. This suggests a complementary relationship between
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ideology and practical concerns. As Tiirkiye was compelled by all these factors to
emerge as a significant player both regionally and globally. However, this is also
made possible by new developments in the post-Cold War era, including globalization
and increasing interdependence among nations, which shrunk the world. Therefore,
Tiirkiye must interact both locally and globally to achieve economic progress,
maintain security, and fully use the potential of its vibrant population. This Turkish
foreign policy approach raises the question of whether the country has abandoned
the traditional Western alliance in favour of the Middle East and the Islamic world
(Walker, 2007: 32).

However, before going more deeply, it may be vital to explain the framework
within which this new perspective on foreign policy is taking shape. First, the end of
the cold war forced Tiirkiye to adopt a new global order, which was put to the test in
1991 and 1992 during the first Gulf War. In addition to liberating Kuwait from Iraqi
occupation, the United States involved in the war with Iraq due to the need to build
a new global order, which emerged as a key slogan following the end of Cold War.
The Middle East, the Balkans, the Caucasus, Russia, Central Asia, and the rest of the
world, including China and Africa, have all been battling a new kind of global order in
terms of economic, political, social, and geopolitical factors, among others. However,
this new global order never materialized. Then, on 9/11, the already chaotic situation
was turned upside down, forcing the United States—the world’s only remaining
superpower—to take actions that have altered the course of history for more than ten
years, affecting every nation, including Tiirkiye (Hadji vd., 2022: 152). The United
States has evolved into a more security-oriented superpower, in addition to relying
on soft power components for sustaining peace and security. In contrast, in Europe,
there existed an atmosphere of ambiguity with regards to future, identity, and the
size and scope of the enlargement. In Tiirkiye’s eyes, Europe still represents a power
that is unsure of its future and its multi-culturalism. Despite this, Tiirkiye maintains
a strong relationship with Europe due to historical, economic, and geographical
reasons. Historically, Europe is viewed as a symbol of modern civilization by Tiirkiye.
Economically, Europe is a vital economic partner for Tiirkiye as it represents over
half of the country’s foreign investment and most of its profitable foreign trade.
Geographically, Tiirkiye wants to be part of every European organization due to its
geographical proximity to continent (Walker, 2007: 35). Russia, on the other hand, was
making an effort to re-establish itself as a global superpower since the idea of Russia
as a great power remained. Russia was dealing with internal economic and political
issues from 1990 to the beginning of 2000, but with Putin, it has become an important
global actor. The 2008 Russo-Georgian War was an example of such transformation.
Then there was China, India, Brazil, and the other emerging economies (Ozkan-
Akgiin, 2010: 542).
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In this context, Tiirkiye rapidly moved into the post-cold war era, embracing
globalization in many ways while also addressing problems in the region around it.
Tiirkiye’s foreign policy started to adopt a new outlook in terms of substance and
style. In recent times, certain policies have taken precedence, such as proactive and
rhythmic diplomacy, zero problems with neighbours, and more. These elements are
significant for the style of Turkish foreign policy, as policymakers aim to tackle issues
through engagement, dialogue, and other soft power methods rather than confrontation
(Anaz-Akman, 2017: 307). In terms of substance, there has been a significant shift
in Tirkiye’s perspective on global issues. In dealing with these issues, Tiirkiye’s
power is determined by a variety of variables and invariables, including the country’s
history and geopolitical position, both of which have a considerable impact on the
formulation of Turkish foreign policy. As the sole heir and direct continuation of the
Ottoman Empire, Tiirkiye has a long-standing presence in the region and maintains
deep connections with several communities in the Balkans, the Middle East, North
Africa, and Central Asia. These factors, encompassing issues of identity, historical
relationships, and cultural associations, play a vital role in determining international
relations today (Yurdusev, 2010: 47). Tirkiye’s geopolitical status, as it is physically
placed on several continents, is strongly tied to energy and security challenges, the
two most crucial security issues for the country. Furthermore, factors such as the
Turkish population, economy, democracy, and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) form a dynamic environment, in contrast to the country’s status in the 1980s
and 1990s, when it faced globalization and the end of the Cold War. As a result,
one could argue that Tirkiye’s geopolitical and economic realities drove it to play
an active role not just in its own region, but also on a global scale (Oba, 2011).
Identity plays a crucial role in Turkish foreign policy. Throughout history, the Turkish
identity has been characterized by an ongoing struggle between eastern and western
ideologies. Analysis of Mustafa Kemal’s detachment from the Middle East, Turgut
Ozal’s reengagement with the Middle East, and Tiirkiye’s cold war alliances have
consistently foregrounded the interplay between identity and ideology. As Turkish
foreign policy is predominantly influenced by three main identities: official, led
by Kemalists and secular groups; Islamist state identities, led by the conservative
circle; and international developments that are imposed on the state by external actors

(Cuhadar&Giirkaynak-Ozkececi& Taner, 2004: 44).
Determining Factors of Tiirkiye’s African Policy Under The JDP

As point out by the chief architect of Turkish foreign policy, former foreign
minister, and prime minister Ahmed Davutoglu, one of the main reasons for Tiirkiye’s
involvement with Africa is the desire to become a regional and global actor in the
midst of “the rapid stream of history.” As a rising power, Tiirkiye intends to take an
active role in changing the course of history rather than being a passive observer.
While doing so, Tiirkiye should combine soft and hard power. This means that state
and non-state actors should work together. Ahmet Davutoglu (2009-2014) also
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emphasizes Tiirkiye’s geopolitical and historical characteristics as a strategic depth
for the country to become a world player and thus adopt a foreign policy that is not
limited to the Western sphere but also includes the Eastern world, including Africa.
In this regard, Tiirkiye began to look east with the goal of restoring Ottoman heritage
under the banner of Neo-Ottomanism, particularly after being rejected by the EU
(Donelli, 2017: 70).

The period from the 1950s to the end of the Cold War was the lowest point
in Tiirkiye-Africa ties; however, after being isolated by Western powers concerning
the Cyprus crisis in the 1970s, Tiirkiye turned to the Non-Aligned Movement and
African states. Tiirkiye’s endorsement of what is known as the ‘Opening up to Africa’
plan, which was first introduced in 1998 by the ex-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ismail
Cem, who was a neo-Ottomanist, was a turning point in the bilateral relationship. The
policy, however, did not witness effective implementation until the early 2000s when
the Justice and Development Party (JDP) assumed power and adopted an eastern-
oriented multifaceted foreign policy (Turhan, 2021/1: 1335). In this regard, Tiirkiye’s
engagement with Africa can be categorized into five stages (each characterized by a
unique level of comprehension towards the continent), with the first stage occurring
from 2002 to 2005 when the JDP party came to power and designated 2005 as the
“Year of Africa.” During this stage, Turkish officials supported Africa’s economic and
political development and held lower-level meetings with African leaders in various
locations. During the second stage of Tiirkiye’s African policy under the JDP regime,
spanning from 2005 to 2008, the focus was on diversifying the bilateral relationship,
particularly in the areas of politics and the economy. The relationship progressed faster
than anticipated, and both parties gained familiarity with one another, particularly
with countries sharing historical or religious ties, such as Sudan, Egypt, and Somalia.
Notably, the first Tiirkiye-Africa Summit was held during this phase (Ozkan, 2018:
567). The third phase started with the 2008 summit and lasted until Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to Somalia in August 2011. During this period, Tiirkiye
opened several embassies in various African countries, and bilateral trade expanded
sixfold, from $3 billion in 2000 to about $23 billion in 2012. This phase represents a
multifaceted aspect of the bilateral relations (Ozkan-Orakc1, 2015: 345). The fourth
phase, which began with Prime Minister Erdogan’s visit to Somalia in August 2011
and continues to the present day, marks a shift towards a more politically oriented
relationship. During this period, Tiirkiye sought to establish new strategic allies and
partners while promoting security and stability in African countries such as Sudan and
Somalia (Yahya Goudja, 2021: 122). During this period, Tiirkiye actively participated
in various areas such as economic ties, humanitarian and development aid, and
educational and cultural exchanges with Africa. As a result, Tiirkiye has emerged as
a significant player in Africa, alongside other major powers such as the EU, Spain,
Norway, the UK, and the US, thereby gaining a pivotal position that cannot be ignored
by these nations (Wasuge, 2016: 6). Tiirkiye-Africa relations entered the fifth phase at
the end of 2014, when relations were “normalized” and institutionalized. This period
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is especially important for establishing a more systematic approach and building
on previous successes. First and foremost, the second Tiirkiye—Africa Partnership
Summit, which took place in Equatorial Guinea in November 2014, set the path for
a full normalization of the relations, and so addressed some serious concerns and
doubts regarding Tiirkiye’s sincerity in the continent. Second, the phase has greatly
contributed to the strengthening and broadening the relationships. Most importantly,
it was during this period that institutions such as the Presidency for Turks Abroad
and Related Communities (YTB), the Presidency of Religious Affairs (Diyanet Isleri
Baskanlig1), the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (Tiirk Isbirligi ve
Koordinasyon Ajans1 Bagkanligi), and even Turkish Airlines (Tirk Hava Yollari)
as a company entered the continent and began active operations. The trend has
directly contributed to Tiirkiye’s efforts to expand and diversify its relations with the
continent (Ozkan, 2018: 568). Overall, the Tiirkiye-Africa relations have progressed
significantly over five phases since the JDP took power in 2002. As time passed,
new actors and institutions from both sides have actively participated in the process,
resulting in the normalization of relations in many fields. As a result, the Tiirkiye-
Africa relationship can now be considered fully developed, and Tiirkiye has become

an established partner with Africa rather than a “new” entrant.
Tiirkiye’s Foreign Aid in Africa During the JDP Era

The Republic of Tiirkiye provided foreign aid to Africa for the first time in 1985,
when the country offered a 10 million US dollar aid package, consisting of food aid,
to six African nations (Guinea, Mauritania, Somalia, Sudan, Senegal, and Gambia)
through the State Planning Organization (Devlet Planlama Tegkilat1) (Turhan, 2021/2:
797). However, during the JDP era, Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to the continent took a
new turn, particularly after 2004, when Turkish non-state organizations entered the
picture. The transformative changes that took place in Tiirkiye’s economic, social,
and political development after JDP rose to power in 2003 have further strengthened
the role of Turkish NGOs and civil society in Africa and worldwide. Notably, the total
number of Turkish NGOs rose by 150% (from 61,000 to 97,578) in 2013. Therefore,
as a result of Tiirkiye’s increasing engagement in Africa, Turkish non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) started to gain an important place in the continent. In fact,
non-state Turkish organizations collaborate with state entities to execute a range of
projects throughout the continent. For instance, IHH, which is widely regarded as
the largest and most prominent Turkish NGO in providing humanitarian aid globally,
collaborated with TIKA to execute diverse projects in Africa, including establishing
agricultural schools in Gambia in 2012 and Somalia in 2013 (Siradag, 2015: 10-17).

Tiirkiye continues to support Africa through Turkish state and non-state
organizations including but not limited to Turkish Cooperation and Coordination
Agency (TiKA), the Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH), Turkish Religious
Foundation (Diyanet Isleri Baskanlig1), the Disaster and Emergency Management
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Presidency (AFAD), Yunus Emre Institute, Maarif Foundation, Anadolu Agency,
and Turkish Airlines (Tiirk Hava Yollar1). TIKA, for instance, currently operates 22
Program Coordination Offices across the continent. Established in 1992 and later
transformed into a global relief organization in 2003, TIKA now works in more than
40 African countries on a variety of projects and initiatives in the fields of social
welfare, education, environmental preservation, agricultural development, and
healthcare. Turkish Airlines, on the other hand, has played a critical role in improving
relationships with the continent by offering direct flights from Istanbul to numerous
capitals and significant cities. While Tiirkiye scholarships awarded by the Presidency
for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB) to African students are expected
to have a multiplier effect in strengthening Tiirkiye’s African relationships in the long
run. As Tiirkiye has provided undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral scholarships to
over 15,000 African students since 1992 (Republic of Tiirkiye Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Official Website, 2022). Tiirkiye’s state and non-state organizations have not
only increased Tiirkiye’s presence on the continent but have also improved Tiirkiye’s
image in the eyes of other nations and cultures. In short, Tiirkiye sees supporting
Africa as a moral obligation and has so provided direct development assistance to
a number of African countries (Anaz-Akman, 2017: 308). As previously stated,
Turkish aid operations intensified during the 2000s, and the country began to provide
foreign aid to Africa. Tiirkiye provided $383 million in 2014, one-third of its total
development assistance to Sub-Saharan African countries (Hadji vd., 2022: 156).
Furthermore, Tiirkiye has been extending assistance to African countries through
global aid agencies such as the World Health Organization, the Red Crescent, and
the World Food Program (WFP). For example, more than 7.5 million USD has been
contributed to diverse African countries through these organizations. These aids have
primarily been employed to address environmental issues and natural disasters such
as droughts and floods (Ozkan, 2018: 571). According to OECD DAC data, as shown
in Graph 1, Tiirkiye’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) to the Africa rose
significantly from around 50 million USD in 2008 to 147 million USD in 2017. ODAs
to the continent saw one-year increases in 2011 and 2015 due to the emergency and
humanitarian aid given to Somalia, which totalled US$ 93 million in 2011 and US$
314 million in 2015. However, the total amount of ODA provided to the continent
between 2008 and 2017 was approximately 1.9 billion USD (OECD, 2022).
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Graph 1. Tiirkiye's ODA to Africa (Million USD)
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When looking at the distribution of aid within the continent, more than 90
percent of Tiirkiye’s ODAs go to Sub-Saharan African countries. This shows that
Tiirkiye is observing the imbalance in the continent against Sub-Saharan Africa and
accordingly directing its aid to this region. Despite the positive picture painted by aid
over the years, the same cannot be said for the African continent’s share of Tiirkiye’s
total ODA. As shown in Graph 2, while the share of African countries in Tiirkiye’s
total ODA was 6.34 percent in 2008, this ratio is gradually decreasing, except for
one-year increases due to aid provided to Somalia in 2011 and 2015. The reason for
this was that, following the Syrian crisis, Tiirkiye directed most of its aid to Syrian
refugees.

Graph 2. Regional Distribution of ODAs Made by Tiirkiye
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When looking at the countries that receive the most aid on the African continent,
as shown in Graph 3. Somalia and Sudan come first with a significant difference,
despite the cumulative aid given to continental countries between 2008 and 2017.
These two countries received most of the aid during these years because they were in

emergency and humanitarian situations.

Graph 3 . 10 African Countries Receiving the Most ODA (2008-
2017)
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Based on the data presented above, one can conclude that Ankara’s relationship
with the African continent is primarily centered on foreign aid, particularly
humanitarian assistance, which Tiirkiye views as both a humanitarian obligation
and an entry point into the continent (Hadji vd., 2022: 158). Foreign aid is also an
important component of Tiirkiye’s soft power strategy on the continent, considering
that Tiirkiye, as the Ottoman empire’s heir, has profound historical, social, cultural,

and religious ties with many African countries (Ali, 2011: 65).
Conclusion

Tiirkiye began seeking a new role in global politics in the 1990s, following the
end of the Cold War. However, due to a plethora of domestic political crises, Ankara
has been unable to form a comprehensive foreign policy with the rest of the world.
In the late 1990s, after being denied membership by the European Union, Tiirkiye
looked for new partnerships outside of the Western world by renewing ties with the
Middle East and regions that were once under Ottoman control, such as Africa, the
Balkans, and Central Asia. Therefore, Tiirkiye began to develop a comprehensive
binary foreign policy with Africa, especially with African countries with deep
historical ties to Tiirkiye. However, Tiirkiye’s modest opening plans have become
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more apparent since the Justice and Development Party took power in 2002, as there
has been massive transformation in many fields, including economy and politics.

Foreign aid, on the other hand, has been regarded as one of the most important
components of Tirkiye’s soft power strategy in Africa. Recent data show that
Tiirkiye’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) to the African continent increased
dramatically from around 50 million USD in 2008 to 147 million USD in 2017. The
main destinations of Tiirkiye’s ODA are Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt,
Niger, Ethiopia, Mauritania, Senegal, and Gambia, respectively. Tiirkiye supports
Africa through state and non-state organizations such as Turkish Cooperation and
Coordination Agency (TiKA), Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH), Turkish
Religious Foundation (Diyanet Isleri Baskanligi), Disaster and Emergency
Management Presidency (AFAD), Yunus Emre Institute, and Maarif Foundation,
among others. These organizations have not only increased Tiirkiye’s presence on
the continent but have also improved Tiirkiye’s image in the eyes of other nations
and cultures. Tiirkiye, which regards humanitarian aid as a humanitarian obligation
to the continent with which it has a common historical, social, cultural, and religious
background, has made a direct contribution to the development of many African
countries. Constructivism, as an international relations theory, attempts to explain the
relationships between countries by highlighting the role of norms, identities, discourse,
ideas, and values in the relationship. Constructivism posits that the social dimension
of the international system holds greater significance than the material dimension.
This social dimension is constructed and molded by the ideas, norms, and values that
are shared by individuals or groups within a specific temporal and spatial context.

Constructivism, therefore, rejects the one-sided material focus advocated by
Realism and Liberalism. In this regard, Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to Africa can be seen
as an expression of its identity as a responsible and humanitarian actor, reflecting its
historical legacy and cultural norms of providing aid and assistance to those in need.
Therefore, a constructivist approach can provide insights into how Tiirkiye’s identity
as a humanitarian actor has influenced its foreign policy behaviour towards Africa and
shed light on the broader role of identity and norms in shaping international relations.
In this way, Tiirkiye’s foreign aid to Africa is not solely driven by material interests,
but also by the ideas and norms that actors hold about appropriate behaviour in the
international system.

This article’s findings suggest the need for further studies to explore the role of
identity and norms in shaping Tiirkiye’s foreign policy towards Africa, specifically
its foreign aid efforts. A constructivist approach could be employed to investigate
how Tiirkiye’s identity as a humanitarian actor has been constructed and contested in
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different contexts, and how this has influenced its foreign policy behaviour towards
Africa. Future research could also focus on exploring the extent to which Tirkiye’s
foreign aid has been driven by its identity as a humanitarian actor and how this
identity has evolved over time. Furthermore, comparing, and contrasting Tiirkiye’s
approach to foreign aid with other rising powers in the global South, such as China
and India by using constructivism, could provide valuable insights into their respective
strategies and motivations. Such research would contribute to the broader debates in
international relations theory and shed light on the complex dynamics of Tiirkiye’s
foreign policy in the African context. Tiirkiye, as a unique country with a natural
geopolitical position and a historical background with both the Eastern and Western
worlds, serves as a model for many African countries not only in terms of economy

and democracy, but also as a rising power among Muslim countries.
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DON JUAN MANUEL’IN ESERLERINDE iSLAM KULTURU VE
MUSLUMANLAR*
ISLAMIC CULTURE AND MUSLIMS IN THE WORKS OF DON JUAN MANUEL

Enes SANAL**

Oz: Cok yonlii bir alim ve renkli bir entelektiiel kisilik olarak dikkat ceken Don Juan Manuel
(6. 1348), Ortacag Avrupasi’nda Miisliiman-Hristiyan iliskilerinin yogunlastig1 bir devirde Iber
Yarimadasi’nda yasadi. Ortacag Ispanyasiin 6nde gelen entelektiiel simalarindan biri olan Don Juan
Manuel, edebiyat, tarih, teoloji ve siyaset bilimi gibi konularda eserler verdi. O, eserlerinde siyasi
ve ahlaki dersler iceren anlatilarin yani sira devlet yonetimi ve tarih gibi temalar isledi. Ozellikle
XIII. asirda Endiiliis’lin en biiyiik sehirlerinin Hristiyanlarin eline gegmesinden sonra hala ciddi bir
Miisliiman niifusun varligin siirdiirdiigii Kastilya topraklarinda yasayan Don Juan Manuel, ¢ok dinli
ve ¢ok kiiltiirlii Kastilya toplumunun bir {iyesi olarak Miisliimanlarla bir arada yasayarak zamanla
onlar1 daha yakindan tanima imkéani buldu.

Tarihgi, edebiyatci, siyaset bilimci ve diplomat olan Don Juan Manuel, farkli konularda kaleme
aldig1 baz1 eserlerinde Islam kiiltiirii ve Miisliimanlar hakkinda birtakim bilgilere yer verdi. Bu
¢aligmanin amact Don Juan Manuel’in edebiyat, tarih ve siyaset gibi konularda kaleme aldig1
eserlerdeki Islam kiiltiirii ve Miisliimanlara dair bilgileri tespit edip onun Islamla ilgili diisiincelerini
actklamaktir. Calismada Don Juan Manuel’in fslam tasavvurunun yan sira kendisinden énce Ortagag
Ispanyasi’nda yasayan Hristiyan alimlerin Islam hakkindaki gbriisleri karsilagtirilacak, sz konusu
Hristiyan filozof, teolog ve yazarlarla diigiince yapis1 bakimindan ne gibi benzerliklere ve farkliliklara
sahip oldugu ele almacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Don Juan Manuel, Ispanyol Edebiyati, Islim Edebiyat, ispanya, Endiiliis.

Abstract: Don Juan Manuel (d. 1348), who attracted attention as a versatile scholar and colorful
intellectual personality, lived on the Iberian Peninsula at a time when Muslim-Christian relations
were intensifying in medieval Europe. This Spanish figure, one of the most important scholars in the
history of medieval Spain, wrote work on subjects such as literature, history, theology and political
science. In his works, he worked on themes such as state administration and history, as well as
narratives containing political and moral lessons. Don Juan Manuel, who lived the lands of Castile,
where a significant Muslim population continued to exist after it was conquered by Christians in the
thirteenth century, had the opportunity to get to know Muslims better over time as a member of the
multi-religious and multi-cultural Castilian society.

Don Juan Manuel, a historian, literator, political scientist and diplomat, included some information
about Islamic culture and Muslims in his works on different subjects. The aim of this study is to
identify the information about Islamic culture and Muslims in the works written by Don Juan Manuel
on subjects such as literature, history and politics and to explain his perception of Islam. In addition,
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in this study it will be discussed what similarities and differences the Spanish scholar had from the
Christian philosophers, theologians and writers before him in terms of mentality by comparing Don
Juan Manuel’s Islamic vision with the Islamic vision of Christian scholars who lived in medieval
Spain in previous years.

Keywords: Don Juan Manuel, Spanish Literature, Islamic Literature, Spain, al-Andalus.

Giris

Endiiliis’iin Miisliimanlar tarafindan fethini takip eden asirlarda Iber
Yarimadasi’ndaki Hristiyanlar gerek askeri ve siyasi miicadeleler gerekse giindelik
hayatta Miisliimanlarla yogun bir etkilesim siirecine girdiler. Dinler ve medeniyetler
arast bu etkilesimin baslamasindan kisa bir siire sonra bazi Hristiyanlar ayn1 sosyal
mekani paylastiklar1 Miisliimanlarin kiiltiiriine ve Arapga’ya ilgi duymaya bagladilar.
S6z konusu etkilesim siireciyle birlikte ozellikle IX. asirda Islam kiiltiiriiniin
Hristiyanlar {izerinde etkisini artirmasiyla Hristiyanlarin Islami gelenekleri
benimsemeye baglamasi, Kurtubali Alvarus (6. 861) gibi Endiiliis’te yasayan devrin
bazi gelenekgi Hristiyanlarin arasinda rahatsizlik uyandirdi (Alvaro de Cordoba, 1852:
553-556). X. asirda Endiiliis’te islam’a yonelik ilgi artarken Reconquista hareketinin
yogunluk kazandigi XI. asirdan XIII. asra kadar gegen siirecte Endiiliis ile Hristiyan
Ispanya arasindaki siyasi ve askeri gerilim zaman zaman yiikselirken Miisliimanlarla
Hristiyanlar arasindaki kiiltiirel aligveris miitemadiyen devam etti. S6z konusu
etkilesim toplumlar ve kiiltiirler aras1 boyutta kalmamis, Endiiliis’{in fethini takip eden
asirlardan itibaren Kurtuba, Isbiliye, Tuleytula gibi Endiiliis sehirleri, se¢kin alimleri
ve zengin kiitiiphaneleriyle 6nemli birer kiiltiir merkezi haline gelmis, Hristiyan
kiiltiir muhitlerini etkisi altina alacak kadar gelisme gostermistir. Bu merkezlerden
birisi olan ve Islam diinyasinda farkl bilim dallarinda kaleme alinmis el yazmalarinin
yer aldig1 zengin kiitiiphanelere ev sahipligi yapan Tuleytula (Toledo) sehrinin 1085
yilinda Hristiyanlarin eline gegmesinden yaklagik kirk yil sonra Toledo Terciimanlar
Okulu’nda Arapga’dan Latince’ye terciime faaliyetlerinin baslamasiyla Islam bilim ve
kiiltiiriiniin Tber Yarimadas1 ve Avrupa’daki resepsiyon siireci hizlanmigtir (Gonzalez,
1997: 87-106).

Geg Ortagag’a gelindiginde Endiiliis’lin kuzeyinde Hristiyan idaresi altinda
yasayan bazi Hristiyan teologlar, filozoflor, edipler ve tarihgiler Islam kiiltiiriine
duyduklart ilginin bir nisanesi olarak farkli konularda kaleme aldiklar1 eserlerinde
bu kiiltlirin unsurlarina yer vermeye basladilar. Toledo Baspiskoposu Rodrigo
Jimenez de Rada’nin (6. 1247) tarih alaninda kaleme aldig1 eserlerinde Islam dini
ve kiiltiiriine dair tafsilatli malimat vermesi bir 6rnek teskil ederek ilerleyen yillarda
yarimadadaki diger baz1 alimler tarafindan telif edilen eserlerde ayni1 yontem takip
edildi. Islam kiiltiiriine derin bir ilgisi bulunan Kastilya-Leon Krali X. Alfonso (1252-
1284) devrinde kralin himayesinde daha 6nce Islam diinyasmin farkli bolgelerindeki
Miisliman alimler tarafindan muhtelif bilim dallarinda kaleme almmuis Islam
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eserlerinin Arapga’dan Kastilyaca’ya terciime edilmis ve daha sonraki yillarda bu
eserlerden ilhamla Hristiyanlar tarafindan bilimsel eserler hazirlanmig, bdylelikle
Islam kiiltiirii yarimadada daha genis ¢evrelerce tammnmust: (Harvey, 1977: 109-117).

Hayati, eserleri ve Islim hakkinda gériislerini tanitmay1 amagladigimiz Don
Juan Manuel’in amcast olan X. Alfonso, Kastilya saraymdaki farkli dinlere ve
milletlere mensup alimleri astronomi, astroloji, gemoloji, teoloji ve edebiyat gibi
sahalarda kaleme alinmis Arapca eserleri Kastilyaca’ya terciime etmeleri amaciyla
himaye etmistir. (Santoyo 2004, 55-58) Islam bilimlerinin terciimeler vasitastyla
Avrupa’ya aktarim siirecinde XII-XIII. asirlarda basta Toledo olmak iizere Iber
Yarimadasi’nin mubhtelif sehirlerinde Arapga’dan Latince’ye yapilan terciimeler
¢ok 6nemli bir yer tutuyordu. X. Alfonso’nun Miisliman alimlerce kaleme alinmis
calismalara ilgi duyup birtakim Arapga bilimsel eseri Kastilyaca’ya terclime ettirme
girisimi Islam bilimlerinin XIII. asirda Iber Yarimadasi’nda ilk kez yerel bir dilde
taninmasini sagladi. Latince’ nin Kastilya topraklarindaki herkes tarafindan bilinmiyor
olmasit goz 6niinde bulunduruldugunda bu eserlerin Kastilyaca’ya terciime edilmesi,
Islam bilimlerinin Kastilya’daki bilim ¢evrelerinde daha genis bir okuyucu kitlesine
ulagsmasini kolaylastirmak amaciyla boyle bir tercihte bulundugu séylenebilir. Don
Juan Manuel, Islam bilimlerinin Kastilya topraklarinda taninmaya basladig1 yillarda
bdyle bir kiiltlirel atmosferde diinyaya gozlerini agmusti.

Don Juan Manuel’in Hayati ve Yetistigi Entelektiiel Cevre

Ortacag Ispanyol Edebiyati’nin 6nemli temsilcilerinden olan Don Juan Manuel,
1282 yilinda Miisliimanlar, Hristiyanlar ve Yahudilerin bir arada yasadigi Toledo
yakinlarindaki Escalona’da diinyaya geldi. Kastilyali asil bir aileye mensup olan
Don Juan Manuel, Kastilya-Leon Krali III. Fernando’nun torunu, X. Alfonso’nun ise
yegenidir. Iki yasinda babasimi kaybeden Ispanyol alim, tahsilini annesinin himayesinde
devam ettirdi. Kii¢iik yaslardan itibaren tarih, hukuk, teoloji alaninda tahsil goren
Don Juan Manuel ayn1 zamanda Latince 6grendi. Ayrica geng bir Ispanyol olarak
yasadig1 donemin popiiler aktivitelerden ata binmeyi, silah kullanmay1 ve avcilig
6grendi (Soler, 1932: 2). Gengliginde Miisliimanlar, Hristiyanlar ve Yahudilerin
birlikte varligini siirdiirdiigii ¢ok dinli ve ¢ok kiiltiirlii bir ortamda yetisen Don Juan
Manuel’in bazi Yahudi hocalardan dersler aldigi tahmin edilmektedir (Wallhead,
1947: 247). Onun dogdugu Escalona’nin bagli oldugu Toledo sehri, Endiiliis’teki
Islam ilmi birikimin 6zellikle XII-XIIIL. asirlarda Avrupali Hristiyanlar tarafindan
Avrupa’ya yogun sekilde tagindigi en 6nemli bilim ve kiiltiir merkeziydi.

Don Juan Manuel, hayatimin 6nemli bir kismimi Kastilya-Leon krali olan
amcast X. Alfonso’nun kiiltiirel faaliyetlerinin de etkisiyle Islam kiiltiiriiniin kok
salmaya basladig1 Kastilya topraklarinda siirdiirdii. Genglik yillarindan itibaren gerek
kendisinin de istirak ettigi diisiiniilen Iber Yarimadasi’ndaki Hristiyan devletlerin Beni
Ahmer Devleti’ne kars1 diizenledigi askeri seferler gerekse sahsi olarak Miisliimanlarla
yasadig1 resmi ve hususi miinasebetler sayesinde Islam dinine ve kiiltiiriine dair
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mal(imat sahibi oldu. Iber Yarimadasi’ndaki Miislimanlarla olan miinasebetlerinden
edindigi maliimat ve tecriibenin onun eserlerine yansimis oldugu goriilmektedir.

Don Juan Manuel’in Miisliimanlarla olan tanisiklig1 erken yaslarindan itibaren
Girnata Miisliimanlarina karsi gergeklesen askeri seferlerle bagladi (Zimmerman,
1969: 6). Tipki Ortagag Ispanyol tarihinin 6nemli siyasi figiirlerinden Rodrigo Diaz de
Vivar namidiger Cid’in yaptig1 gibi onun da savas zamanlarinda Miisliimanlara karsi
miicadele ederken kimi zaman da bir Hristiyan’a kars1 onlarla gii¢ birligi yapmaktan
geri durmadig1 goriilmektedir (Zimmerman, 1969: 6-7). Ornegin Murcia’nin Kastilya
Krali XI. Alfonso’dan ayrildigii sdyleyen Ispanyol alim Miisliimanlarla miittefik
oldu (Zimmerman, 1969: 7). Beni Ahmer Emiri III. Muhammed ile ittifak yapan Don
Juan Manuel, XI. Alfonso’ya kars1 diizenlenen askeri miicadelelerde yer ald1 (Ruud,
2006: 432). Bunlarin haricinde onun hayati boyunca Miisliimanlarla olan yakin
temaslarina dair Beni Ahmer Emiri 1. Nasir, Aragon Krali II. James, Kastilya Krali
XI. Alfonso, Aragon Krali VII. Alfonso ve kendisinin sahsi mektuplarinda birtakim
anekdotlar mevcuttur (Zimmerman, 1969: 8).

Ortacag tarihi boyunca hem Islam-Hristiyanlik iligkilerinin hem de Islam bilim
ve kiiltiiriiniin Bat1 medeniyeti ile etkilesiminin en verimli sonuglar dogurdugu iber
Yarimadasi’nda yasayan Don Juan Manuel’in zihin diinyasinda Islam’in nasil bir yere
sahip oldugunun belirlenmesi biilyiik 6nemi haizdir. Reconquista hareketi neticesinde
sirastyla Kurtuba (1236), Miirsiye (1244) ve Isbiliye (1248) gibi Endiiliis’iin en
o6nemli kiltiir merkezlerinin Hristiyanlarin eline gecmesi bu sehirlerdeki ilmi ve
kiiltiirel birikimin Hristiyan Ispanya’ya yay1lmasini hizlandirdi. Basta Endiiliis olmak
iizere Islam diinyasindaki muhtelif bilim havzalarinda kaleme alinan Arapga bilimsel
eserler XII. asirda agirlikli olarak Arapga’dan Latince’ye; XIII. asra gelindiginde
Arapga’dan Kastilyaca, Katalanca ve Ibranice gibi dillere yapilan terciimeler de 6nem
kazandi. Arapca’dan Kastilyaca’ya terciimelerin ana merkezi Kastilya-Leon Krali
X. Alfonso’nun saraytydi (Harvey, 1977, 111). X. Alfonso himayesinde Arap¢a’dan
Kastilyaca’ya bilimsel terciimelerin yapildigi bu dénem Islam bilimlerinin Kastilya
topraklarindaki resepsiyon siirecinin en 6énemli merhalesi olarak gbéze c¢arpiyordu.
Bilge lakapli X. Alfonso’nun yegeni olan Don Juan Manuel’in amcasinin devrinde
Islam bilim ve kiiltiiriine duyulan ilgiden ne 6l¢iide haberdar oldugu, onun eserlerinde
yer verilen malumatin 1518inda tespit edilmelidir. Endiiliis/Islam ilmi birikiminin
basta Kastilya topraklari olmak iizere Hristiyan Ispanya’da yarattig1 etkinin Don
Juan Manuel’in edebi eserlerine ne derecede yansidigin tespit etmek XIII. ve XIV.
asirlarda Iber Yarimadasi’ndaki Islam-Hristiyan kiiltiirel etkilesiminin boyutunu
anlamak agisindan biiyiik bir 6nemi haizdir.

Don Juan Manuel’in yasadig1 caga kadar Hristiyan Ispanya topraklarinda
farkli bilim dallar1 negviinema bulmus ve muhtelif konularda bilimsel eserler telif
edilmisti. Don Juan Manuel’in faaliyet yillar1 [ber Yarimadasi’nda tip alaninda Arnau
de Vilanova (6. 1311), teoloji ve felsefede Ramon Llull (6. 1316) ve Ramon Marti
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(6. 1292), tarih alaninda Ramon Muntaner (6. 1336) ve edebiyat alaninda ise Hita
Basrahibi Juan Ruiz (6. 1350) cagtydi. XIII. asra kadar Iber Yarimadasi’nda Hristiyan
idaresi altindaki bolgelerde akli ve nakli bilimlerin gelismesinde hi¢ siiphesiz basta
Toledo olmak iizere Iber Yarimadasi’nin muhtelif sehirlerinde Arapga bilimsel
eserlerin Latince, Kastilyaca ve Katalanca gibi Bat1 dillerine terciime edilmesi etkili
oldu. Nitekim bu terclime faaliyetleri yarimadada yasayan Hristiyanlar tarafindan
daha 6nce bilinmeyen ¢ok sayida bilimsel eserin Kastilya ve Aragon gibi bolgelerde
daha genis okuyucu kitlesine tanitilmasi gibi ¢cok 6nemli sonuglar dogurdu.

Endiiliislii alimlerin eserlerinin yam sira Fas, Misir, Suriye, Irak ve iran gibi
cografyalarda yasayan Miisliman alimlerin farkli bilim dallarinda telif ettikleri
eserler Endiiliis’iin fethedildigi VIII. asirdan Don Juan Manuel’in yasadigi XIII. asra
kadar cesitli yollarla Endiiliis’e ulast1. Yaklasik dort asir Islam idaresi altinda kalan
Toledo sehrinin Kastilya-Leon Krallig1 tarafindan ele gegirilmesiyle Hristiyanlar
sehirdeki zengin Arapg¢a el yazmalarina sahip kiitiiphanelere erisim imkanina sahip
oldular. Sadece Miisliiman alimler tarafindan kaleme alinan bilimsel eserleri degil
ayni zamanda Avrupa’da taninmayan antik diinyanin 6nemli alimlerinin ¢alismalari
da bu kiitiiphanelerde mahfuzdu. Toledo Bagpiskoposu Raymond de Sauvetat (0.
1152) Miislimanlardan tevariis eden bu yeni bilgi kaynagmin degerini fark ederek
ondan istifade etmek istedi. Bu amag¢ dogrultusunda o, Avrupali alimleri bu eserleri
Arapga’dan Latince’ye terciime etmeleri igin Toledo’ya davet etti (Castro, 1971: 520).
Ingiltere, italya, Almanya ve diger Avrupa iilkelerinden Toledo sehrine gelen alimler
burada tip, astronomi, astroloji, matematik, felsefe ve teoloji gibi alanlarda kaleme
almmis Arapga bilimsel eserleri Latince’ye terciime ettiler. XII. asirda genellikle
Arapga’dan Latince’ye yapilan terciimeler yaygin olarak goriiliirken XIII. asra
gelindiginde Hristiyan terciimanlar iber Yarimadasi’nin farkli sehirlerinde Miisliiman
alimlerin eserlerini Latince’nin yan1 sira Katalanca ve Ibranice dillerine terciime
siireci hizlandi. (Sarton, 1932: 561-569) Ayni asirda Kastilya topraklarinda muhtelif
bilim dallarinda Miisliiman alimlerin Arapga eserleri Kastilyaca’ya terclime edilmeye
bagladi.

X. Alfonso’nun himayesinde Arapca’dan Kastilyaca’ya terciime edilen eserler
daha ¢ok astronomi, astroloji, edebiyat ve teolji alaninda kaleme alinan ¢aligmalardi.
[slam diinyasinda Miisliiman alimlerce hazirlanan yahut farkli dillerde kaleme alinip
Arapga versiyonlari iiretilen bazi edebi eserler kralin 6zel ilgisinin bir sonucu olarak
heniiz prenslik yillarindan itibaren Arapca’dan Kastilyaca’ya terciime edildi. Ozellikle
XII. asirdan itibaren bu eserlerin etkisi Avrupali alimlerin eserlerinde miisahhas bir
sekilde goriilmeye basladi. Aslen Yahudi olup sonradan Hristiyanli§i benimseyen
Petrus Alfonsi, Iber Yarimadasi’nda yasadig1 yillarda Arap edebiyati hakkinda belli bir
bilgi birikimine sahipti. Bu bilgi birikimi sayesinde Arap-islam edebiyatinin etkileri
onun “Disciplina Clericalis” adli edebi eserinde sarih bir sekilde goriilmektedir
(Haik, 1981: 511). XIII. asra gelindiginde Iber Yarimadasi’nda Endiiliis iizerinden
Kastilya topraklarina taginan Dogu menseli anlati ve masallar arasinda “Kelile ve
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Dimne (Calila e Dimna)”, “Barlaam ve Josafat” ve “Sinbad (Sendebar)” gelenegine
bagli olan “Libro de los Enganos” adl1 edebi eserlerin adlar1 sayilabilir (Zimmerman,
1969: 16). Bu eserlerin temel 6zelligi ekseriyetle Arapga olarak kaleme alinmis ya
da daha onceki asirlarda Islam topraklarinda orijinal dilinden Arapga’ya aktarilmis
olmalariydi.

Don Juan Manuel’in yasadigi déoneme kadar Kastilya bolgesi agirlikli olmak
lizere Iber Yarimadasi’nin muhtelif bolgelerinde Islam kiiltiiriine yonelik ilgi
mezkir terciime faaliyetleriyle daha da artti. Boyle bir ortamda yasayan Don Juan
Manuel’in zihin diinyasimnin sekillenmesinde yasadigi bu kiiltiirel atmosfer de etkili
oldu. {lmi faaliyetlerinin yaninda Dominiken manastiri da kuran Don Juan Manuel,
vefatina kadar burada ilmi ¢aligmalarini siirdiirerek farkli konulari isledigi 6nemli
eserler kaleme aldi. Miisliiman-Hristiyan iliskilerinin yogunlastig1 bir cografyada
ve donemde yasayan Don Juan Manuel’in toplumun muhtelif kesimlerden
Miislimanlarla olan temasinin onun eserlerindeki Miisliman hayatina dair tasvirlere
yansidigl goriilmektedir (Zimmerman, 1969: 13). Arapga’y1 iyi seviyede bilmese
de Miisliimanlarla olan baglantisi, Ispanyol alimin eserlerinde onlara dair birtakim
izlerin yer almasinda etkili oldu. Calismamizin bu kisminda Don Juan Manuel’in
Islam dini, kiiltiirii ve Miisliimanlar hakkinda malumat verdigi eserlerini ayr1 basliklar
halinde ele alip bu eserlerdeki kayitlara dayali olarak onun Islam dini ve Miisliimanlar
hakkindaki goriislerini ele alacagiz.

Don Juan Manuel’in Eserlerinde Islim Kiiltiirii ve Miisliimanlar

Geg Ortagag’da Iber Yarimadasi’nda yetismis en renkli simalardan birisi olan
Don Juan Manuel tarih, edebiyat, siyaset bilimi ve avcilik gibi ¢ok genis konularda
eserler telif etti. Don Juan Manuel, edebi-ahlaki dersler i¢eren “El Conde Lucanor”,
Ispanya tarihini anlatti1 “Cronica Abreviada (Kisaltilmis Kronik)”, dini ve diinyevi
konulari ele aldigi Libro de los Estados (Devletler Kitabi), av ve aveilik lizerine ilging
bilgiler verdigi Libro de la Caza (Av Kitab1)’nin yan1 sira ¢ok sayida eser telif etti.
Ayrica Libro de Cavallere et del Escudero (Sovalye ve Usak Kitabi), Libro Infinido
(Bitmemis Kitap), Libro de las Armas, Tractado de la Asuncion, Cronica Cumplida,
Libro de los Sabios, Libro de la Cavelleria, Libro de los Engefios, Libro de los
Cantares, Libro de las Reglas kaleme aldig1 diger eserlerdir.

Don Juan Manuel’in bu eserleri yasadigi cagda basta Kastilya toplumu olmak
lizere Iber Yarimadasi’min ¢ok dinli ve ¢ok Kkiiltiirlii yapisin1 da yansitmaktaydi.
Kurtuba, Isbiliye ve Miirsiye gibi Endiiliis’iin en biiyiik sehirlerinin Hristiyanlarin
eline gectigi XIII. asirda diinyaya gelen Don Juan Manuel’in yetistigi Kastilya
toplumunda Miisliimanlar hala 6nemli bir yere sahipti. Onun eserlerinde yer alan
bazi anlatilar Iber Yarimadasi'ndaki Miisliiman-Hristiyan iliskilerinin adeta bir
panoramasini sunmaktaydi. Boyle bir ortamda yetisen Ispanyol alimin eserlerinde
Miislimanlara dair bilgilere yer vermesi de son derece dogaldi. Don Juan Manuel’in
Islam kiiltiirii ve Miisliimanlar hakkinda malumat verdigi eserlerini ayr1 basliklar
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halinde ele alip Ispanyol alimin zihin diinyasinin gelismesinde Miisliimanlarin ne gibi
bir rolii oldugunu tespit edecegiz. Bu baglamda yazarin Islam kiiltiirii ve Miisliimanlar
hakkindaki diistincelerini E1 Conde Lucanor, Libro de la Caza, Cronica Abreviada ve
Libro de los Estados adli eserleri iizerinden takip etmeye ve agiklamaya calisacagiz.

El Conde Lucanor

Eserlerinde isledigi konular ve edebi yazim tarzi bakimimdan Ortacag Ispanyol
Edebiyati’nin 6nde gelen yazarlarindan olan Don Juan Manuel’in El Conde Lucanor
adl1 eseri islup ve muhteviyat bakimindan kaleme alindig1 devir ve cografya goz
éniinde bulunduruldugunda orijinal bir ¢aligma olarak dikkat cekmektedir. Ispanyol
yazarin birbirinden bagimsiz elli bir hikayeye yer verdigi ve 1335 yilinda yazimimi
tamamladig1 bu edebi eseri Ispanyol hikayeciliginin tarihinde nemli bir mihenk tas
mesabesindedir.

El Conde Lucanor’da yer alan elli bir hikdye okuyucuya bir hikaye anlatisi
tizerinden belirli bir ahlaki dersler vermeyi amaglamaktadir. Eserin kahramanlari olan
Kont Lucanor ve Patronio arasinda gecen diyaloglardan olusan hikayeler genellikle
“kissadan hisse” tarzinda ders veren sozlerle nihayete ermektedir.

Eserde agirlikli olarak Hristiyan kahramanlar yer alsa da bazen de basta Endiiliis
olmak iizere Islam tarihinde onemli yere sahip tarihi sahsiyetler hikdyelerin ana
kahramani olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bati diinyasinda sohretli bir Miisliiman
figiir olarak o6ne ¢ikan Eyyiabi Sultani Seldhaddin Eyylbi onun hikayelerinin
kahramanlarindandir. Eserin “Provans Kontuna Ne Oldu ve Selahaddin’in Kendisine
Verdigi Nasihatle Hapishaneden Nasil Kurtuldu?” baglikli 25. hikayesi Kont
Lucanor’un yakmlarindan birisinin akrabasina es se¢me konusunda danismasi
tizerine Patronio’nun ona Provans Kontu ile Selahaddin Eyy(bi arasinda gegen
kissay1 anlatmaktadir (Don Juan Manuel, 2003: 125). Anlatiya gore Selahaddin,
kutsal topraklarda esir aldigi Provans Kontu’nun faziletli bir insan oldugunu fark
ederek onu onurlandirarak kendisine her zaman iyi bir muamelede bulunur (Don Juan
Manuel, 2003: 125). Provans kontu, bir giin evlilik ¢agina gelmis kizi i¢in segecegi
iyi bir damatta bulunmasi gereken 6zellikler hususunda sultana danisir (Don Juan
Manuel, 2003: 125). Selahaddin Eyy{ibi’nin tavsiyeleri sonucunda kont kizina talip
olan adaylar1 ¢agirir ve kiz sultanin sectigi birisiyle evlendirilir. Kizin esi zaman
igerisinde Selahaddin Eyy(bi ile yakin iliski kurarak onun sarayinda yasamaya baslar.
Bir av esnasinda adamlarimin marifetiyle sultani tutsak eden kizin esi, sultana kontun
serbest birakilmasini sart kosar. Sonunda kont serbest kalir. Hikaye, iyi insanlarin
basariya ulasacagi; olmayanlarin ise her iste basarisiz olacagmi vurgulayan soézle
sona erer (Don Juan Manuel, 2003: 132). Eserin 50. hikayesi de buna benzer sekilde
Sultan Selahaddin Eyy(bi ile vassallarindan birisinin esi arasinda yasananlart konu
edinmektedir (Don Juan Manuel, 2003: 215). Bu iki hikdyede Miisliman sultan
Selahaddin Eyy(ibi, onurlu ve bilge bir sahsiyet olarak gbéze ¢arpmakta, Don Juan
Manuel’in zihin diinyasi hakkinda bir fikir vermektedir (Atmaca, 2011: 36).
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Eserin 30. hikayesinin kahramanlar1 ise Miilakii’t-Tavaif devrinde Isbiliye
(Sevilla) merkezli Abbadilerin emiri Mute’mid ve Ramakiyye adindaki esidir (Don
Juan Manuel, 2003: 152-154). Burada emir ve esi arasinda yasananlara dair bir
anlatiya yer veren Don Juan Manuel’in zihin diinyasindaki Miisliman emir Mute’mid
iyi bir idareci olarak tasvir edilmektedir (Olavide, 2020: 9).

Eserin “Kurtuba Krali Hakem’in Basina Gelenler” baglikli 41. hikayesinin ana
kahramani ise Endiilis Emevi Halifesi II. Hakem’dir. Anlatiya goére kralligim iyi
idare edebilen muktedir bir yonetici olan Hakem, bir giin yaninda ¢alinan fliit sesini
dikkatlice dinleyerek enstriimanin sesini begenmeyip fliite bir delik daha agtirarak
fliitlin daha iyi ses ¢ikarmasini saglamistt (Don Juan Manuel, 2003: 180-181). Bunun
tizerine onu izleyen halk alayci bir sekilde Hakem’in bu basarisin1 6vdiikten bir siire
sonra kral Kurtuba Cami’nin mimarisini gelistirerek ona bazi basarili eklemeler
yaptt. Halk kralin bu eklemelerini begenip onu samimi bir sekilde 6vdii. Don Juan
Manuel hikayenin sonunda okuyucuya yapilan iyi islerin 6liimsiiz olacagina dikkat
cekmektedir (Don Juan Manuel, 2003: 181-182).

El Conde Lucanor’da yer alan hikayelerin yirmi bir tanesinin klasik Arap
masallarinda goériilen olay 6rgiisii ve motiflerle benzerlikler arz ettigi diisiiniilmektedir
(Zimmerman, 1969: 20). Bu eserin Islam diinyasinda popiiler bir hikdye haline gelen
Beydaba tarafindan kaleme alinan Kelile ve Dimne’den etkilendigi iddia edilmektedir
(Ruud, 2006: 433). El Conde Lucanor’daki hikayelerin bazilarmin Kelile ve
Dimne’deki kimi olay ve karakterlerle benzerlik arz ettigi goriilmektedir. Ornegin
El Conde Lucanor’un yedinci hikdyesi olan Dofia Truhana’da yer alan karakterlerin
Kelile ve Dimne’nin sekizinci boliimiindeki karakterlerle ortak ozelliklere sahip
oldugu goriilmektedir. E1 Conde Lucanor’un yedinci hikayesi Dofia Truhana adli fakir
bir kadinin bal kavanozunu pazarda elinden diisiirmesinden bahsetmektedir (Don Juan
Manuel, 2003: 75-76). Kelile ve Dimne’de de bir adamin bal kavanozunu kirmasina
dair bir anlat1 yer almaktadir (Beydaba, 1876: 193-196).

Don Juan Manuel’in El Conde Lucanor’u hazirlarken ilham aldig1 diisiiniilen
bir bagka eser, hakkinda daha 6nceden malumata sahip oldugu Petrus Alfonsi’nin
Disciplina Clericalis adli edebi yapitidir (Taylor, 2009: 137). Bir siire Endiiliis’te
yasayan ve Arapca’ya olan hakimiyeti sayesinde Islam Edebiyati’na asina olan bu
sahsiyetin bahsi gegen eserinde aktardigi anekdotlarin Don Juan Manuel’e malzeme
saglamis olmas1 muhtemeldir (Marin, 1955: 8).

Yasadig1 ¢agin en biiyiik edebiyat¢ilarindan olan Don Juan Manuel’in farkli
dillerde kaleme alinmis edebi eserlerden haberdar oldugunu goriilmektedir. Kimi
aragtirmacilar tarafindan bu eserler arasinda dogu menseli Barlaam y Josafat’in da
oldugu zikredilmektedir (Taylor, 2009: 137). Onun El Conde Lucanor’unu kaleme
alirken istifade ettigi eserler arasinda Barlaam y Josafat’in da bulundugu yoniinde
iddialar mevcuttur (Cuadrado, 2002: 52; Hume, 1964: 44). Don Juan Manuel’in Dogu
menseli muhtemel kaynaklar arasinda Dogu Islam diinyasinda biiyiik bir popiilerlige
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sahip olan Kastilyaca versiyonu Sendebar bashgiyla bilinen Arap-Islim menseli
Sinbad Hikayeleri’nin de ad1 anilmaktadir (Menocal, 1995: 481).

Don Juan Manuel’in en 6nemli eserlerinden birisi olan EI Conde Lucanor
adli eserindeki bazi hikayelerin kokeni Arap menseli oldugu yoniinde yaygin bir
kanaat mevcuttur. Eserde yer alan “Toledo Biiyiiciisiiniin Hikayesi” adli anlatinin
Araplar arasinda meshur olan “Kirk Giin Kirk Gece” adli hikdyesinden esinlendigi
gdriilmektedir (Palencia, 1955: 585). Onun bu eserinde Arap-Islam Edebiyati’nin
etkisinden baska Dominiken Tarikati’'nin ve tarihinin izlerinin de oldugu
disiiniilmektedir (Zimmerman, 1969: 16).

Libro de la Caza

Avcilik eski ¢aglardan itibaren insanlar i¢in temel bir mesgale olmus ve Ortagag
tarihi boyunca Dogu ve Bati toplumlarinda 6nemini biiyiik 6l¢iide korumustur (Pino,
1996: 89). Don Juan Manuel’in yasadig1 cagda Kastilya topraklarinda avcilik bityiik
bir popiilerlik kazandi. Ornegin Ispanyol alimin amcasi olan X. Alfonso’nun bizzat
avciliga merakli oldugu goriilmektedir. Kralin aveiliga olan bu meraki onun emriyle
Portekizce-Galigyaca olarak hazirlanan Hz. Meryem’in hayati ve mucizelerinin ele
alindigi Cantigas de Santa Maria adli eserin i¢inde yer alan krali sahin avciliginda
tasvir eden minyatiirlerden anlasilmaktadir. Don Juan Manuel de yasadig1 cografyada
avciliga gosterilen ilginin de etkisiyle aveilik ve av hayvanlarina dair konulart ele
aldig1 Libro de la Caza adli eserini telif etti.

Avcilik ile ilgili literatiiriin islam diinyasinda Bat1’ya gore nispeten daha erken
bir devirde ortaya ¢iktigini sdylemek miimkiindiir. Nitekim aveir kuglart konu edinen
Bézname adli eserlerin Sdmantiler ve Selguklular devirlerinde popiilerlik kazandig1 ve
diger Miisliiman cografyalarda da bu tiirden ¢aligmalarin ortaya ¢iktig1 gériillmektedir
(Ozcan, 1992: 284). IX. asir gibi erken bir devirde Muhammed b. Abdullah Omer
b. Bazyar tarafindan kaleme alinan sahin ve diger kuslarin yan1 sira avcilikla ilgili
tafsilatli bilgiler veren Kitab{i’l Cevarih adli eser lizerinde durulmaya degerdir.
Zira X. Alfonso’nun heniiz prenslik yillarinda bu eseri Libro de las Animalias que
Casan basligiyla Arapca’dan Kastilyaca’ya terciime ettirdigi goriilmektedir (Seniff,
2013: 401). Don Juan Manuel’in Ortagag’da avcilik ve av hayvanlarina dair tiiriiniin
en meshur orneklerinden birisi olan Libro de la Caza adli eserini kaleme alirken
amcasinin Arap¢a’dan terciime ettirdigi bu yapittan ilham almig olmast muhtemel
goriinmektedir.

Ispanyol alim bu eserinde av hayvanlari ve avciligi yani sira Islam peygamberi
Hz. Muhammed hakkinda bazi ifadelere yer vermektedir. Nitekim o, Kastilya-Leon
kral1 olan amcas1 X. Alfonso’nun devrinde Islam dinine yénelik bilimsel ¢alismalar
sayesinde “sahte peygamber” olarak telakki ettigi Hz. Muhammed’in hatalarinin
ortaya ¢ikacagini iddia etmektedir (Don Juan Manuel, 1947: 11). Don Juan Manuel,
Kastilya-Leon Krali X. Alfonso’nun yedi liberal sanatin yam sira Yahudi dini
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metinlerine merak duydugunu dile getirip onun Islam dini ve kiiltiiriine gdsterdigi
yogunilgiyi 6zellikle vurgulamaktadir (Don Juan Manuel, 1947: 11). Don Juan Manuel,
eserinin bu kisminda Bilge mahlasli X. Alfonso’nun Moriskolar olarak tanimladigi
Miislimanlarin tiim yasasini terciime ettirdigini zikretmektedir (Don Juan Manuel,
1947: 11). Burada Miisliimanlarin yasasi olarak bahsedilen seyin Kur’an-1 Kerim
olmasi kuvvetle ihtimaldir. Kur’an-1 Kerim’in bahsi gegen Kastilyaca versiyonun el
yazmasi giiniimiize ulasmamis olsa da Islam’in kutsal kitabmin ilk kez X. Alfonso
himayesinde Kastilyaca’ya terciime edildigi yoniinde goriisler mevcuttur. Angel
Gonzalez Palencia, George Sarton, Titus Burckhardt ve Miguel Asin Palacios’un
basini ¢ektigi arastirmacilar X. Alfonso’nun Kastilya saraymdaki alimlere Kur’an-1
Kerim’i Kastilyaca’ya terciime ettirdigi goriisiinii savunmaktadirlar (Palencia, 2005:
204; Sarton, 1932: 718; Burckhardt, 1999: 207; Palacios, 2010: 333). Mikel de Epalza
ise X. Alfonso’nun Kur’an-1 Kerim’in tamamini degil ancak bir kismin1 Kastilyaca’ya
terciime ettirdigini ileri siirmektedir (Epalza, 2008: 100).

Don Juan Manuel’in Libro de la Caza adli eserinde X. Alfonso’nun Islam
dinine yénelik terciime faaliyetlerinden bahsetmesi onun kendisinden 6nce iber
Yarimadasi’nda islam bilimlerine yénelik ilgiden ve Arapga bilimsel eserlerin terciime
siirecinden haberdar oldugunu gostermesi bakimindan son derece 6nemlidir.

Cronica Abreviada

Farkli bilim dallarinda yetkin bir alim olan Don Juan Manuel’in tarih alaninda
kaleme aldig1 Cronica Abreviada adli eseri, Ortacag Ispanyasi’nda kaleme alinmis
genel tarih 6zelligi tasiyan bir kroniktir. Bu ¢alismanin, Don Juan Manuel’in amcast
Kastilya-Leon Krali X. Alfonso’nun emriyle Kastilya sarayinda hazirlanan Estoria de
Espafia adli Ispanya tarihini ele alan Kastilyaca kronigin muhtasar hale getirilmis bir
versiyonu oldugu diisliniilmektedir (Salgado, 2019: 91).

Ortacag Ispanyol tarih yaziciliginda énemli bir yere sahip olan Don Juan Manuel,
Cronica Abreviada adli eserinde eski peygamberlerden baslayarak Kastilya-Leon
Krali X. Alfonso devrine (1252-1284) kadarki Ispanya tarihini anlatmaktadir. Eserde
Endiiliis Miisliimanlarinin siyasi faaliyetlerinin yani sira Islaim peygamberi hakkinda
bilgilere yer verilmektedir. Don Juan Manuel, Miisliimanlarin soyunun Hz. Ibrahim
ve oglu Ismail’in soyundan geldigini ifade etmektedir. Daha sonra Hz. Muhammed’in
dogumundan sonra babasi Hz. Abdullah’in ve daha sonra annesi Hz. Amine’nin
vefat ettigini zikretmektedir (Don Juan Manuel, 1958: 90-91). Don Juan Manuel
Hz. Muhammed’e dair anlatinin devaminda onun tahsil gérmesi igin bir Yahudi’ye
teslim edildigi ve bu sahsiyetten muhtelif seyler 6grendigini dile getirmektedir (Don
Juan Manuel, 1958: 97). Buradaki ifadeler, daha dnce Iber Yarimadasi’nda yasamis
Hristiyan alimlerin eserlerinde anlattiklari Hz. Muhammed’in Yahudi bir hocasi
oldugu yoniindeki bilgilerle biiyiik 6l¢iide ortiismektedir.

Don Juan Manuel’in tarih alaninda kaleme aldig1 bu eserde yer alan bilgileri
kendisinden kisa bir siire dnce Kastilya sarayinda hazirlanan Estoria de Espafia’da yer
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alan anlatilardan ve onciilleri olan Hristiyan filozoflar ve teologlarm Islam hakkinda
benzer disiinceler serdettikleri eserlerinden almig olmasi kuvvetle muhtemel
goriinmektedir.

Libro de los Estados

Don Juan Manuel, devlet yonetimi ve toplumun siniflarina dair 6nemli tahlillere
yer verdigi Libro de los Estados adl1 eseriyle Ortagag Ispanyol Edebiyati’nda bu tiiriin
en iyi 6rneklerinden birisini sundu. Ispanyol alim bu eserde siyaset bilimi, Hristiyan
inanci ve diger muhtelif konulara deginmektedir. Eserin ilk bolimiinde Moravan adli
pagan kralin Hristiyan inancin1 benimsemesi, Hristiyanlik inancinin temeli ve bir
kralin se¢imi ve yonetimiyle ilgili muhtelif konular anlatilmaktadr. Ikinci béliimde
ise Hristiyan inancinin yan sira papalik ve ruhban smifi hakkinda 6nemli bilgilere
yer verilmektedir.

Don Juan Manuel, bu eserde bahsi gegen konulara ek olarak Hz. Muhammed’in
hayati, Islam’mn ortaya ¢ikmasi ve yayilma siirecine dair kiymetli malumat
aktarmaktadir. Isa’nin carmiha gerilmesinde sonra Arap Yarimadasi’nda Muhammed
adinda sahte birisinin ortaya c¢iktigini ve bazi insanlarin ona Tanri tarafindan
gonderilmis olan bir peygamber olarak inandiklarini dile getirmektedir (Don Juan
Manuel, 1974: 52). Eser, ayrica Miislimanlarin Hz. Muhammed’e inandiktan sonraki
siirecte gergeklestirdikleri faaliyetlerden bahsetmektedir. Burada Miisliimanlarin
Hristiyanlarla savasarak daha once Hristiyanlarin elinde olan genis topraklart ele
gecirdigi anlatilmaktadir (Don Juan Manuel, 1974: 53).

Eserde Don Juan Manuel’in nazarinda biiyilik nemi haiz dort dinden bahsedilip
bu dinler hakkinda bilgilere de yer verilmektedir. Ona gore bu dort din Hz. Musa’ya
gonderilen Yahudilik, Isa’ya gonderilen Hristiyanlik, Hz. Muhammed’e gonderilen
[sliam ve paganizmdir (Don Juan Manuel, 1974: 57). Ispanyol Aalim, burada
Miisliimanlarin her seyin yaraticisi oldugunu kabul ettikleri tek bir Tanr’ya iman
ettiklerini vurgulamaktadir.

Burada her birinden ayr1 bagliklar halinde bahsettigimiz eserlerin haricinde Don
Juan Manuel’in bir kaside kaleme aldig1 ve bu kasidede Dogu islam klasiklerinin
Ogelerin bulundugu diisiiniilmektedir (Ezevi, 2015: 260).

Don Juan Manuel’in Arapca Bilgisi

Arapga’nin yani sira yarimadanin yerel dillerine hakim olan bdlgedeki
Yahudilerle ve Mozaraplarla irtibatinin Don Juan Manuel’in Islam dini ve kiiltiiriine
dair maliimatin1 derinlestirmesinde nasil bir rol oynadigi izaha muhtag bir konudur.
Yine onun Arapga’y1 ne seviyede bildigi, Islam’a dair verdigi malimatin Arapga
kaynaklara m1 yoksa o kaynaklardan iktibasta bulunan Hristiyan yazarlarin eserlerine
mi dayandiginin tespiti dnem arz etmektedir. Ayrica Don Juan Manuel’in eserlerinde
yer alan bilgilerin Hristiyan Ispanya topraklarinda Islam dini ve kiiltiiriine asina olan
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belirli insanlardan gifahen edinip edinildiginin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi 6nemlidir.

Asirlar boyunca Miisliiman alimlere ve zengin Islam kiitiiphanelerine sahip
olan ve XII-XIII. asirlarda Hristiyanlarin eline gegen Endiiliis sehirlerinde de bir siire
yasayan Don Juan Manuel’in Miisliimanlarla temas halinde olmasi kaginilmazdi. Uzun
yillar Islam hakimiyeti altinda kalan Toledo sehrinde yakinlarinda diinyaya gelen
Don Juan Manuel’in gerek Toledo’da gerekse Miislimanlarin yogun olarak yagamaya
devam ettigi sehirlerde onlarla temas kurmamis olmasi neredeyse imkansizdir.
Don Juan Manuel’in eserlerinde var olan bazi unsurlarin Islam diinyasinda popiiler
olan edebi yapitlardaki unsurlarla olan benzerligi Islim medeniyetinin ve Arapga
literatliriin  onun {izerindeki etkisini gdstermektedir. Don Juan Manuel’in iyi
seviyede Arapga bilmedigi varsayilsa da belli bir seviyede bu dile asina oldugunu
yoniinde goriisler mevcuttur. Pascual de Gayangos, Menendez Pelayo ve Angel
Gonzalez Palencia gibi arastirmacilar Don Juan Manuel’in Arapga bildigi goriisiinde
birlesmektedirler (Hitchcock, 1985: 594; Castro, 1971: 509). Richard Hitchcock,
Kastilya-Leon Krallig1 ile Beni Ahmer Devleti’nin sinir bolgesinde gegirdigi uzun
dénemi g6z 6niinde bulundurarak Don Juan Manuel’in Arapga bilmesinin muhtemel
oldugunu dile getirmektedir (Hitchcock, 1985: 597). Louise O. Vasvari ise Don
Juan Manuel’in muhtemelen Arapga bilmedigini ve bu bilgileri ¢ift dilli Araplardan
edinmis olabilecegini ileri siirmektedir (Vasvari, 2002: 25).

Don Juan Manuel’in edebi eserlerindeki Islami ilhamlarin muhtemel
kaynaklarindan birisi de sozlii gelenekti. Nitekim Ispanyol alimin Miisliimanlara
ait hikayeleri sifahi yollardan 6grendigi ve eserlerinde bu etkinin goriildigi
diisiiniilmektedir (Strucken, 1974: 70). Omegin onun Beni Ahmer Devleti’nin
baskenti Girnata’da bulundugu siire zarfinda Isbiliye Emiri Mu’temid’e ait oldugu
diistiniilen anlatilart s6zlii olarak dgrendigi yoniinde iddialar mevcuttur (Cuadrado:
2002: 52). Celia M. Wallhead’in goriisii de Don Juan Manuel’in Islami bilgisinin
dogrudan Arapca kaynaklardan degil Miisliimanlarla olan kisisel iligkilerinde sifahi
yollardan edinildigi yoniindedir (Wallhead, 1947: 248).

Sonuc¢

Don Juan Manuel’in ¢calismalarinda Islam diinyasinda bu alanda kaleme alinmis
eserlerin etkisinin goriilmesinde hig sliphesiz ki yasadig1 ¢agda Kastilya cografyasinin
siyasi, sosyal ve kiiltiirel atmosferi etkili oldu. Don Juan Manuel’in diinyaya gozlerini
actig1 yillarda Kastilya topraklarinda Kastilya-Leon Krali X. Alfonso’nun tegvikleriyle
Islam diinyasinda sohret kazanmis pek ¢ok edebi eser Arapga’dan Kastilyaca’ya
tercime edildi. Hikaye iginde hikdye seklinde anlatilardan olusan gergeve hikaye
gelenegi Hristiyan ispanya topraklarinda XIII. asirdan itibaren taninmaya basladi.
Don Juan Manuel Ortagag Avrupasi’nda ilk kez yerel bir dilde ¢erceve hikaye 6zelligi
tasiyan eser kaleme alan kisiydi (Wacks, 2007: 131). Nitekim Islam diinyasinda bu
tiirlin en bilinen 6rneklerinden Binbir Gece Masallari, Sinbad Hikayeleri’nin yani sira
Kelile ve Dimne ilk kez bu asirda Kastilyaca okuyucu kitleye ulastt (Wacks, 2007:
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131). Bu eserler X. Alfonso’nun kiiltiirel himayesinde Arapga’dan terciime edilmis
olmasinin yaninda Don Juan Manuel’e gelecek yillarda kaleme alacagi eserlerinde
ona ornek teskil edebilecek 6zellige sahip ¢alismalardi.

Don Juan Manuel’in eserlerinde yer verdigi Islam dini ve Hz. Muhammed
hakkinda goriisleri onun yasadigi cagda Iber Yarimadasi’ndaki Hristiyanlarin
diisiincelerinin biiyiik 6l¢iide bir yansimas1 niteligindedir. Nitekim Iber Yarimadasi’nda
Miislimanlara karsi Reconquista adi altinda siyasi ve askeri bir miicadele veren
Hristiyanlar bu miicadelede Hristiyan inancinin Islam’a kars1 galip gelmesi gerektigi
hususunda gii¢lii dini motivasyona sahiplerdi. Don Juan Manuel’e gére Iber
Yarimadasi’nda yasayan Miisliimanlara karst miicadele etmek bir Hristiyan igin her
seyden Once dini bir vecibeydi (Wacks, 2007: 138). Nitekim El Conde Lucanor’un
3. hikayesinde Patronio Kont Lucanor’a Tanri’nin Miisliimanlar’a karst olup ona
hizmet etmeleri i¢in Hristiyanlara sehirler verdigini anlatmaktadir. (Don Juan Manuel,
2003: 66-67.) Don Juan Manuel Iber Yarimadasi’nda kendisinden 6énce yasamis
Hristiyan filozof, teolog ve yazarlarin Hz. Muhammed ve Islam dini hakkindaki
goriislerinin biiyiik dlgiide takipgisi oldu. Ispanyol alim, tipki kendisinden 6nce Iber
Yarimadasi’nda Islam karsit1 goriisleriyle &ne ¢ikan Kurtubali Alvaro, Petrus Alfonsi,
Muhterem Peter ve Rodrigo Jimenez de Rada gibi 6nemli Hristiyan figiirlerin zihin
diinyasindakine benzer sekilde Islam dinini sahte bir din, Hz. Muhammed’i ise sapkin
bir sahsiyet olarak kabul etti.

Don Juan Manuel tarafindan kaleme alinan edebi eserlerdeki Islam etkisi soz
konusu oldugunda onun istifade ettigi Arapga eserlerin tamamini net bir sekilde tespit
edebilmek zor olsa da Arap etkisinde bir Ispanyol yazar oldugunu séylemek igin
elimizde giiglii sebepler bulunmaktadir. Onun anlattig1 hikdyelerde ana kahramanlarin
Islam diinyasinda popiiler hale gelen ayni tiirden eserlerde yer alan ana kahramanlarla
benzerlik arz ettigi goriilmektedir. Islam diinyasinda kaleme alinan kissadan hisse tarz1
anlatilarda devlet adamlar ve bilge sahsiyetler sik¢a karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ornegin
Endiiliis’te yasamig 6nde gelen alimlerden fakih ve muhaddis Tartdsi’nin (6. 1126)
idarecilere ve halka ahlaki dersler vermek niyetiyle kaleme aldig1 “Siracii’l-Miilak”
adli eserinde anlatilan olaylarda Miisliiman idarecilerin hayatlarindan anekdotlara yer
verilmektedir. Bu eserde Emevi Halifesi Muaviye ile Abbasi Halifeleri Harunresid
ve Me’min haklarinda anlatilarin yer aldigi Miisliman hiikiimdarlardan bazilaridir.
Ortagag’da Kastilya Edebiyati s6z konusu oldugunda ise Don Juan Manuel’e
kadarki siiregte edebi eserlerde devlet adamlar1 ve bilge sahsiyetler hikayelerde
pek goriilmezken onun eserlerinde hiikiimdarlar ve alimler hikayelerin kahramani
olmaktaydi.

Don Juan Manuel’in edebi eserlerinde kahraman olarak karsimiza g¢ikan
Selahaddin Eyytbi, Endiilis Emevi Halifesi II. Hakem, Abbadi emiri Mute’mid
gibi Miisliiman devlet adamlarin1 tanimasi icin Endiiliis/Islam kaynaklarina ya da
bu kaynaklardaki bilgilere dayali olarak birtakim Islami 6gelere yer veren Hristiyan
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alimlerin kaleme aldig1 eserlere erisimi olmasi gerekmekteydi. O dénemde iber
Yarimadasi’nda kaleme alimmis Hristiyan kaynaklarinda bu sahsiyetlerle ilgili pek
bilgi bulunmamasi onun Endiiliis’{in Arapga tarihi kaynaklarindan haberdar oldugu
seklinde yorumlanabilir. Don Juan Manuel’in yasadigi ¢agda Rodrigo Jimenez de
Rada’nin Historia Arabum ve De Rebus Hispaniae ve amcast X. Alfonso himayesinde
hazirlanan Estoria de Espafia adl1 eserlerde basta Endiiliis olmak iizere islam tarihi
hakkinda malumata yer verilmektedir. Don Juan Manuel, Libro de la Caza adli
eserinde amcas1 X. Alfonso’nun Islam eserlerine olan ilgisini ve bilhassa teolojik
metinler olmak {izere Arapga’dan Kastilyaca’ya birtakim terciimeler yaptirdigini
zikretmektedir. Ispanyol alimin aktardigi bu bilgiler amcas1 X. Alfonso himayesinde
Kastilyaca’ya terciime edilen Arapga bilimsel eserlerde yer alan Islam tarihi ve
kiiltiiriine dair bilgilere asina oldugunu gostermektedir.
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GENISLETILMIiS OZET

Yaklasik sekiz asir islam idaresi altinda kalan Endiiliis cografyasi bu siire
zarfinda ii¢ biiyiik dine ev sahipligi yapti. Bolgedeki Miisliimanlar, Hristiyanlar
ve Yahudiler arasindaki etkilesim asirlar boyunca hayatin her alaninda devam etti.
Yaklasik bes asir Islam idaresinde kalan Kurtuba, Sevilla ve Murcia sehirlerinin
XIII. asirda Hristiyanlarm eline ge¢mesiyle Iber Yarimadasi’nda Miisliimanlarla
Hristiyanlar arasindaki temaslar daha da yogunlasti. Bu asir ayn1 zamanda Islam
bilimlerinin Hristiyan Ispanya’da daha yakindan taninmaya basladig1 bir devirdi.
Endiiliis’te Islam kiiltiiriinden etkilenen Hristiyanlarin varhigi IX. asra dayansa da
Hristiyan Ispanya’da bu ilginin ortaya ¢ikmasi daha gec bir devre rastlamaktadr.
Bu yillarda Iber Yarimadasi’nda Ortacag Islam diinyasinda yasayip farkli bilim
dallarinda ¢alisan Miisliiman alimlerin eserlerinin Arapg¢a’dan Latince, Kastilyaca ve
Ibranice’ye terciime edilmesiyle Islam bilim miras1 Hristiyan ispanya ve Avrupa’daki
bilim gevrelerinde ilgi gormeye baslad1. Ortagag Ispanyasi’nin en biiyiik Alimlerinden
Don Juan Manuel, Kastilya-Leon Kralligi’ndaki Miisliiman sayisinin ciddi bir artig
gosterdigi ve Hristiyanlarin Islam kiiltiiriine ilgi gosterdigi bir dénemde Kastilya
toplumunda yagadi.

Tarihgi, edebiyatgi, siyaset bilimci ve diplomat olan Don Juan Manuel, geng
yaslarinda iyi bir egitim alip farkli bilim dallarinda kendisini gelistirdi. Yaklagik
dort asir islam idaresi altinda kalan ve Endiiliis’iin en 6nemli kiiltiir merkezlerinden
Toledo’ya bagl bir kasabada diinyaya gelen Ispanyol alim, Miisliimanlarla ortak
bir cevrede yasamasi muhtemeldir ki onun Islam kiiltiiriine ilgi duymasini sagladi.
Miisliimanlar, Hristiyanlar ve Yahudiler arasindaki uyum Ortacag Ispanyasi’nda
Convivencia adiyla bilinen bir arada yagama kiiltiiriinlin canl1 bir sekilde yagandigi bu
devirde Islam ve Bati medeniyetleri arasinda bilgi alisverisi de devam ediyordu. Don
Juan Manuel, tarih, edebiyat, devlet yonetimi ve avcilik gibi cesitli konularda eserler
kaleme alsa da asil sohretini edebiyat alaninda kazand. Ispanyol Alimin eserlerinde
isledigi konular, yasadigi cagda Iber Yarimadasi’nin ¢ok dinli ve cok kiiltiirlii
yapisinin yani sira Miisliiman-Hristiyan iligkilerini biiylik 6l¢iide yansitmaktaydi.
Onun, hikaye tiirtiniin Avrupa’daki ilk ve en giizel 6rneklerinden olan El Conde
Lucanor adli eserinde anlatti§i hikayelerin bazi ana kahramanlar1 basta Endiiliis
olmak iizere Islim diinyasinda yasayan hiikiimdarlardi. Eserdeki bazi anlatilarda
gerek anlatim tarzi gerekse muhteviyat bakimimdan Dogu/islam Edebiyati’nin etkileri
acikca hissedilmektedir. Zira onun yasadigi donem Dogu Islam diinyasinda Arapca
olarak kaleme alinmis ya da farkli dillerden Arapca’ya terciime edilmis klasik edebi
eserler Iber Yarimadasi’nda taninmaya basladi. Don Juan Manuel, Ortagag Ispanyol
tarih yaziciliginda 6nemli bir yere sahip olan Cronica Abreviada adli kroniginde ise
bilhassa Kastilya-Leon Krali olan amcast X. Alfonso’nun devrinde tarih alaninda
kaleme alman kroniklerde yer alan bilgilerden de istifade ederek Islam dini hakkinda
birtakim malumata yer verdi. Onun Libro de los Estados adli eserinde verdigi Hz.
Muhammed ve Islam’a dair anekdotlar biiyiik 6lgiide Cronica Abreviada’da yer alan
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bilgilerle uyumludur. Avcilik ve av hayvanlari tizerine kaleme aldigi Libro de la Caza
adli eserinde Don Juan Manuel, amcast X. Alfonso devrinde islam kiiltiiriiyle ilgili
gelismelere dair az da olsa anekdota yer vermektedir.

Bu calisma Ortacag’da Islam ve Bati1 medeniyetleri arasindaki temaslarin en
yogun olarak gergeklestigi devirde Miisliimanlarla i¢ i¢e bir toplumda yasayan Don
Juan Manuel’in eserlerinde Miisliimanlar ve Islam kiiltiiriine dair ele aldig1 konular
tespit edip onun zihin diinyasindaki Islam ve Miisliiman tasavvurunu ortaya koymay1
amaglamaktadir. Ispanyol alimin tarih, edebiyat, siyaset bilimi ve avcilik konularinda
Kastilyaca (Eski Ispanyolca) olarak kaleme aldig1 eserlerde bu konulara dair kayitlar
bu baglamda tetkik edildi. Konunun kapsami Don Juan Manuel’in Libro de la Caza,
Libro de los Estados, Cronica Abreviada ve El Conde Lucanor adli eserlerinde
Miisliimanlar ve Islam kiiltiiriine dair anlatilarla simirlidir. Calismada yéntem olarak
tarih biliminde kullanilan arastirma ve yazma yontemleri tarih metodolojisine uygun
bir sekilde takip edilmistir. Bu ¢alismayla Don Juan Manuel 6zelinde Geg Ortagag
Ispanyol toplumunda yetismis bir Hristiyan alimin zihin diinyasinda Miisliimanlar
ve Islam kiiltiiriiniin ne kadar 6nemli bir yere sahip oldugunu onun eserlerine dayali
olarak tespit etmis olduk.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Don Juan Manuel, Ispanyol Edebiyati, Islam Edebiyati,
Ispanya, Endiiliis.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The geography of Andalusia, which was under Islamic rule for about eight
centuries, hosted three major religions during this time. The interaction between
Muslims, Christians, and Jews in the region continued in all aspects of life for centuries.
Contacts between Muslims and Christians in the Iberian Peninsula intensified after
Cordoba, Seville, and Murcia, which remained under Islamic rule for about five
centuries, fell into the hands of Christians in the 13th century. This century was also
a time when Islamic sciences began to be more closely recognized in Christian Spain.
Although the existence of Christians influenced by Islamic culture in Andalusia dates
back to the 9th century, the emergence of this interest in Christian Spain coincides
with a late period. During these years, the Islamic scientific heritage began to attract
attention in scientific circles in Christian Spain and Europe with the translation of
the works of Muslim scholars who lived in the medieval Islamic world in the Iberian
Peninsula and worked in different branches of science from Arabic to Latin, Castilian,
and Hebrew. Don Juan Manuel, one of the greatest scholars of medieval Spain, lived
in Castilian society at a time when the number of Muslims in the Kingdom of Castile-
Leon was increasing significantly and Christians were showing interest in Islamic
culture.

Don Juan Manuel, a historian, literary scholar, political scientist, and diplomat,
received a good education at a young age and developed himselfin different disciplines.
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It is likely that the Spanish scholar, who was born in a town connected to Toledo, one
of the most important cultural centers of Andalusia, which remained under Islamic rule
for about four centuries, lived in a common environment with Muslims, which made
him interested in Islamic culture. Harmony between Muslims, Christians, and Jews
in this period, when the culture of living together, known as Convivencia in medieval
Spain was alive, the information exchange between Islam and Western civilizations
continued. Although Don Juan Manuel wrote works on various subjects such as
history, state administration, and hunting, he gained fame in the field of literature. The
subjects that the Spanish scholar dealt with in his works largely reflected the multi-
religious and multi-cultural structure of the Iberian Peninsula, as well as Muslim-
Christian relations. Some of the main protagonists of the stories he told in his work
El Conde Lucanor, which is one of the first and most beautiful examples of the story
genre in Europe, were the rulers living in the Islamic world, especially Andalusia. In
some of the narratives in the work, the effects of Eastern and Islamic literature are
clearly felt in terms of both the style of expression and the content. As a matter of fact,
classical literary works written in Arabic or translated from different languages into
Arabic in the Eastern Islamic world began to be recognized in the Iberian Peninsula.
Don Juan Manuel, in his chronicle Cronica Abreviada, which has an important place
in medieval Spanish historiography, gave some information about Islam, especially
by making use of the information in the chronicles written in the field of history
during the reign of his uncle Alfonso X, who was the King of Castile-Leon. The
anecdotes about Muhammad and Islam given by him in his Libro de los Estados are
largely consistent with the information contained in the Cronica Abreviada. In his
work, Libro de la Caza, which he wrote on hunting and game animals, Don Juan
Manuel gives a small anecdote about the developments in Islamic culture during the
reign of his uncle Alfonso X.

This study aimed to determine the issues that Don Juan Manuel, who lived in
a society intertwined with Muslims in the Middle Ages, when the contacts between
Islamic and Western civilizations were most intense, and to reveal the Islamic and
Muslim imagination in his thought. In the works written by the Spanish scholar
on history, literature, political science, and hunting in Castilian (Old Spanish), the
records on these subjects were examined in this context. The scope of the subject is
limited to the narratives of Muslims and Islamic culture in Don Juan Manuel’s works,
Libro de la Caza, Libro de los Estados, Cronica Abreviada, and El Conde Lucanor. In
the study, research and writing methods used in the science of history were followed
in accordance with the methodology of history. With this study, the importance of
Muslims and Islamic culture in the mental world of a Christian scholar who grew up
in Late Medieval Spanish society, in particular Don Juan Manuel, was determined
based on his works.

Keywords: Don Juan Manuel, Spanish Literature, Islamic Literature, Spain, al-
Andalus.
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COMPARISON OF OTTOMAN LAW OF FAMILY RIGHTS (OLFR)
AND ISLAMIC FAMILY LAW IN NIGERIA IN THE FRAMEWORK OF
DIVORCE*

BOSANMA CERCEVESINDE OSMANLI AILE HUKUKU (HUKUK-I AILE
KARARNAMESI) ILE NIJERYA’DAKI ISLAM AILE HUKUKU 'NUN MUKAYESESI

Daud SALMAN**

Abstract: Islamic Family Law is the most applied aspect of Islamic Law. The glorious Qur’an which
the first source of Islam underscores this space of law. During the reign of Ottoman empire, the
promulgation of Law of Family Rights was the final step in the codification processes of Islamic Law.
In Northern Nigeria, where Muslims make up the majority of the population, Islamic family law is
implemented through various levels of sharia courts, with divorce being one of the most frequent
cases. This work aims to analyze the provisions on divorce to divulge the points of differences and
similarities between OLFR and Islamic Family Law in Nigeria. Various resources, including relevant
books, journal articles, and online sources, were utilized to conduct a qualitative comparative
analysis of the legal provisions. The adoption of views of other schools of figh along with Hanafi
views in OLFR created links and similarities with Maliki school that is embraced in Islamic divorce
law in Nigeria. Additionally, the current social and legal situations in Nigeria exhibit similarities
to the conditions that prompted the creation of the OLFR. While the allowance of arbitration is a
common ground, the OLFR goes further by granting arbitrators the power to definitively dissolve a
marriage if necessary. While codification is not free from some unfavourable aspects, the absence of
a codified Islamic Family Law in Nigeria is a worrisome issue that needs to be addressed by utilizing
the blueprint of the OLFR.

Keywords: Ottoman Law of Family Rights, Sharia Courts, Divorce, Arbitration, Nigeria.

Oz: islam Aile Hukuku, islam Hukuku’nun en ¢ok uygulanan sahasidir. Islam’in ilk kaynag1 olan
Kur’an-1 Kerim bu hukuk alanmi vurgulamaktadir. Osmanli imparatorlugu déneminde Hukuk-i Aile
Kararnamesi’nin yaymlanmasi, {slam Hukuku’ndaki kanunlagtirma hareketinin son adimi olmustur.
Ayrica, Nijerya’min Kuzey bélgesi, cesitli diizeylerde seriat mahkemeleri araciligiyla Islami aile
hukukunu uygulamaktadir. En sik karsilasilan davalardan biri bosanma ile ilgili olanlardir. Bu
caligma, Hukuk-i Aile Kararnamesi ile Nijerya’da Islami Aile Hukuku arasindaki farkliliklar
ve benzerlikleri ortaya koymak i¢in bogsanmaya iligkin hiikiimleri incelemeyi amaglamaktadir.
Yasal hiikiimlerin niteliksel karsilastirmalt bir analizini olusturmak icin farkli kaynaklara erisildi.
Hukuk-i Aile Kararnamesinde Hanefi mezhebinin yani sira diger fikih mezheplerinin goriislerinin
de benimsenmesi, Nijerya’da Islami bosanma hukukunda benimsenen Maliki ekolii ile baglantilar
ve benzerlikler yaratmistir. Tahkime izin verilmesi ortak bir zemin olmakla birlikte, Hukuk-i Aile
Kararnamesi hakemlere gerekli gordiigii takdirde evliligi kesin olarak sona erdirme yetkisi vermistir.
Ayrica, Nijerya’da kanunlastirilmis Islami Aile Hukukunun bulunmamasi, Hukuk-i Aile Kararnamesi
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prototipiyle diizeltilmesi gereken ¢irkin bir taraf olmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hukuk-i Aile Kararnamesi, Seriat Mahkemeleri, Bosanma, Tahkim, Nijerya.

Introduction

The close union of husband and wife is an indispensable condition for a blissful
family life. For this reason, Islam puts rules and regulations in place to maintain the
sustainability of marriage contract and avoid its breach. Accordingly, any marriage
contracted with the aim of dissolution is invalid (Musa et al., 2011: 47). However, in
unfortunate cases, divorce is one the ways in which the marriage contract is terminated.

Islamic divorce law is a logical consequence of the status of marriage. Marriage
is seen as a civil contract that gives the parties to the contract the power to terminate
their relationship under certain conditions (Ahmad, 2018: 486). The basis of divorce
in Islamic Law is the fact that the spouses can no longer live together, not a specific
reason (or fault of a party) on account of which the couple breakup. Thus, acts of both
husband and wife can bring about divorce (Islamabad, n.d.). Although, the Islamic law
did not withdraw the predominant customary right of the husband to divorce his wife
unilaterally. This right is understood in the in the context of the qiwama issue, which
mandates the man to be the breadwinner of the family. Thereby, the husband shoulders
financial responsibilities as a consequence of divorce (Mashhour, 2017: 572). Also,
this right is guided by numerous guidelines and regulations. Thus, a Muslim husband
cannot put his wife at his mercy by divorcing her and bringing her back as he pleases.
Similarly, Islamic law prescribes a strict procedure and appropriate time for divorce
and also obliges the husband to pay maintenance to the wife in case of divorce. In
practice, these are adequate and reasonable checks on the husband’s unilateral power
to divorce his wife (Ahmad, 2018: 486).

Moreover, the classical schools of jurisprudence are of the consensus that the
wife can also divorce her husband through, Talaq Tafwid (i.e delegated divorce), khul®
(i.e divorce initiated by the wife), Faskh: (i.e divorce by judicial authority) and breach
of conditions in the marriage contract (Mashhour, 2017: 574-576).

However, despite the provision of many guidelines which aim to check the
frequent occurrence of divorce, it is unfortunately recorded that between 2019-2020
over 2000 divorce cases were filed at the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory
Abuja, Nigeria (Adeniyi, 2021: 3). Additional investigations revealed that the number
of divorce cases reported at the Customary Courts, including the Alkali and the Sharia
Courts within the FCT, is even higher (Adeniyi, 2021: 3). Similarly, in Tirkiye, in
2021, the divorce rate in Tiirkiye was 2.07 per thousand people. This represents
an increase in the number of divorced couples from 136,570 in 2020 to 174,085 in
2021(Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu, 2022).
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Furthermore, the restricted recognition of women'’s right to divorce served as a
primary catalyst for the promulgation of OLFR, which provided a degree of flexibility
by allowing for the incorporation of views from alternative schools of jurisprudence
(Aydin, 1985). Due to the high prevalence of divorce cases, even though OLFR had
a short lifespan, it is probable that many divorce cases were initiated and resolved
under this law while it was in effect. Therefore, like Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine,
and many Muslim countries whose family laws were influenced by OLFR, the author
deems it essential to assess the possible influence of OLFR on Muslim Family Law in
Nigeria by comparing and contrasting the provisions related to divorce.

Nature and Origin of Ottoman Law of Family Rights (OLFR)

In the Ottoman Empire, the sharia provisions regarding family law were carried
out within the framework of the accumulated ijtihad (Ijtihad jamai) conducted by
Islamic jurists within the basis of the provisions of Islamic jurisprudence (i.e Figh).
Courts of Islamic law in Muslim countries were mandated to adjudicate according to
this jurisprudence. In a more explicit term, conflicts in family law were mostly settled
with the provisions in the figh books and the fatwas in some fatwa sources (Saritepe
- Aydemir, 2020: 31). Provisions on family law were enacted for the first time in the
history of Islam in the modern sense with the 1917 Law of Family Rights (Durmus
- Yargt, 2019: 314). Although there were various attempts to codify Islamic family
law in some countries, however these works could not be enacted. For example, the
work called “al-Ahkamu Sh-shar’iyyah fil-akhwali sh-shahsiyyah” by Muhammed
Kadri Pasha (d. 1306/1888) in Egypt could not be enacted. Also in 1916, various
legal circulars were issued in the field of family law in Sudan, although they were not
eventually enacted (Aydin, 1985: 150, 2014: 248).

Similarly, codifications in the field of civil law in the Ottoman Empire started
with Land Law and Mecelle. However, the political, social and legal conditions
of the period did not permit the enactment in the field of family law until half of a
century later (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 30). As such, the last link of the codification
movements that started after the Tanzimat in the Ottoman Empire is the * Ottoman
Law of Family Rights” (OLFR). The promulgation of the decree coincided with the
years that preceded the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. The decree was adopted on 8
Muharram 1336 Hijri, 25 October 1917 A.D (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 30).

Moreover, some intellectuals of the period published articles in various
newspapers and magazines advocating the necessity of promulgation of family law to
improve the legal status of women. Ziya Gokalp, one of those intellectuals, propounded
the argument in his communique presented to the congress of the Committee of Union
and Progress in 1917 that a fundamental reform should be made in the field of family
law (Yurtseven, 2003: 207). In view of that, the promulgation of OLFR was projected
to close the last major space of legal plurality (Dannies - Hock, 2020: 246) and to
bring the empire’s diverse religious groups under a centralized system of family law
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for the first time (Kiigiiktiryaki, 2014: 184). Nevertheless, the Decree did not introduce
a single integrated law for every Ottoman citizen. On the contrary, the OLFR included
separate sections for Muslims, Christians, and Jews, each based on their respective
religious practice. Thus for example, while the rules for Muslims and Jews allowed
polygamy, it was sternly forbidden for Christians (Martykanova, 2009: 168).

Furthermore, there were many explanations to the relative passivity of the
state on the family law issues before 1917. First of all, the Ottoman state was a
multinational state. Due to the judicial autonomy granted to non-Muslim communities
within the framework of the Ottoman national system, non-Muslims were subject to
the provisions of their religion in the field of family law. Therefore, the multiplicity
of family law made it difficult to enact a single law that would be applicable to
each individual of these diverse religions and sects (Yurtseven, 2003: 204). Another
explanation suggested that this area of law was excluded in order to avoid possible
objections from the society (Yurtseven, 2003: 205). The third explanation put forward
that there was no urgent need for enactment in the field of family law at that time,
due to the fact the effects of Westernization movement, which gained momentum
with the Tanzimat were more evident in the economic field (Yurtseven, 2003: 206).
Irrefutably, the family was perceived as a space where the “authentic” values that
shaped the identity of the people were kept alive. Therefore, this space needed to
be protected more than any other from pollution that could emanate from foreign
influences (Martykanova, 2009: 167).

On the other hand, the Decree faced criticisms from both Muslim scholars -such
as Sadreddin Efendi- and non-Muslims intellectuals. The points of the criticisms in
question could be summarized under five headings: criticisms of the preparation and
enactment process of the Decree, the violation of the Sharia, the preparation of the
Decree without considering the interests of the people, inappropriate power given to
the courts and the deficiencies of the rules and contents of the Decree (Durmus - Yargi,
2019: 318).

It is necessary to point out that until the 20th century, there were three courts
in the Ottoman Empire namely; Sharia courts, Cemaat (community) courts and
Consular courts. The consular courts were closed with the unilateral abolition of the
capitulations. The second step towards the unity of the judiciary was the Family Law
Decree. The decree abolished the jurisdiction of the Cemaat (community) courts in the
field of personal matters. Thereby, the Sharia Courts were made the sole competent
authority in these matters (Kiigliktiryaki, 2014: 190). In the same context, the Nizamiye
courts, were in charge of adjudicating all criminal and civil cases concerning Ottoman
citizens, without regard to their religion or social status. These courts were separate
from Sharia and community courts, as well as consular courts, and served as both
courts of first instance and appellate courts (Oztiirk, 2018: 156).

Generally speaking, the decree played a larger role in the history of Islamic law
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than it played in the history of Ottoman law (Kiiciiktiryaki, 2014: 181). Although it
remained in effect for a short time like one and a half years in the Ottoman state, it
had an effect that dates back to the 1950s and still continues in some of the Middle
East countries such as Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine. Also, by making use of
the opinions of the other schools of thoughts (Madhhab) for the first time, the decree
paved the way for many developments needed in the legal sphere without leaving the
framework of Islamic law. Later, other Islamic countries adopted this method and
accepted almost all of the developments brought by the decree with partial changes
(Kiigiiktiryaki, 2014: 181).

The Decree consists of two kitabs (books), one of which is munakehat (marriage)
and the other is muférakat (divorce). The first book that discusses marriage consists of
6 chapters, 15 sections and 101 articles; The second book, which talks about divorce,
consists of 3 chapters, 5 sections and 56 articles. The entire Decree consists of 157
articles (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 34).

The Decree was abrogated by the Ottoman parliament on 19 June 1919 in
response to pressure from the Allied countries that was prompted by the dissatisfaction
of non-Muslims as well as conservative Muslims who objected the abridged role of
the Sharia courts (Dannies - Hock, 2020: 247).

Nature and Origin of Islamic Family Law in Nigeria

Islamic law is accepted as one of the three systems of law operating in Nigeria.
The other systems are English law and Native/Customary law. Although, before
the British colonization and their seizure of the territory, the lands that eventually
became the Northern States of Nigeria recognized Islamic Sharia law as a binding
legal system (Kumo, 1988: 43). It was widespread and applied in various aspects
of life, including civil, criminal, and personal matters. However, with the arrival of
the British colonizers, this arrangement was abolished, and Islamic law was limited
to family law matters exclusively (Salman, 2022: 90). As such, its application was
constitutionally restricted to personal law of marriage, divorce, child custody, pre-
emption (waqf) gift, will, and any other matter to which the parties consent (Wigwe,
2009: 116-117).

Expressively, Islamic law has never been as influential in the southern parts of
Nigeria as it was in the North. Islam entered the South, particularly in what became
the Western Region, where there are some records of Muslim communities as early
as the seventeenth century (Ostien - Dekker, 2010: 561). More explicitly, Islam was
well-known and entrenched in many Yoruba metropolises including Lagos as at the
time when the British extended their control to the region in the latter part of the
19th century. However, the people of this region restricted their devotion to mainly
the Ibadat aspect of sharia, and paid little cognizance to the Mu'amalat aspect which
governs the conduct of Muslims in social life. (Ostien - Dekker, 2010: 561).
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Furthermore, the strongest contest between custom and law in many parts of
Nigeria especially, northern Nigeria is in the space of family law. It is correct to say
that in northern Nigeria, “a combination of ‘4da and Sharia” oversees family laws
(An-Na’im, 2002: 284). Moreover, from the last part of the 19th century, British
colonial laws influenced Islamic law in general and Islamic family law in particular
in the region. Colonial authorities saw Islamic law as an alternative to customary law
and amended its application. However, Islamic law has shown strong resilience in
northern Nigeria, which has always been famous for its application of Islamic law
(Oba, 2013: 273).

Only Maliki Figh (law) is enforced and applied by Islamic (Sharia) courts in
Nigeria, and this law is also susceptible to customary interpretation (Sodiq, 1992:
100). The dominant and exclusive application of Maliki law in northern Nigeria was
upheld by the Supreme Court in the case of Alkamawa vs Bello. The details of the case
are as follows: Upon the demise of the appellant’s adjacent neighbour, the deceased’s
inheritors, proposed to sell the deceased’s house to the appellant for the sum of thirty
thousand Naira (N 30,000.00) only. The appellant declined the offer claiming that the
price was on the high side. Eventually, the house was later sold to the second respondent
for the sum of twenty-six thousand Naira (N 26,000.00) only. The appellant filed a
lawsuit with the Area Court, requesting that the transaction should be stopped and
that he should be allowed to use his Shufa (neighbourly pre-emption) rights. The trial
court ruled in favour of the appellant and mandated that the house should be given
over to the appellant after the appellant reimbursed the second respondent’s purchase
price. The respondents filed an appeal with the High Court, which overturned the
Area Court’s decision and mandated a new trial on the grounds that the identity of the
property at issue had not been established. Subsequently, the Court of Appeal heard
appeals from each party, and both appeals were upheld. The appellant possessed a
right of shufa in the property under Islamic law, but the court determined that by
refusing to pay the asking price, he had wilfully renounced or abandoned this right.
The Court of Appeal effectively rejected the appellant’s claim. The appellant therefore
appealed to the Supreme Court (Oba, 2002: 838). At the Supreme Court, Justice Wali
delivered the final judgment on the case drawing extensively from classical Islamic
law literature to show that a neighbour does not have a right of Shufa under Maliki
Law (Oba, 2002: 839). The Supreme Court declared that courts can take judicial
notice that the Maliki doctrine applies “before and after the colonial era in Nigeria”
(Kwara Law Review, 1999: 152). It is also known that since the creation of the Sharia
Court of Appeal in the northern region of Nigeria in 1960, the applicable Islamic
law in the region has been “Maliki law as customarily interpreted at the place where
the trial at first instance took place”(Oba, 2013: 276). The courts interpret this to
mean that if there are differing views within the Maliki School, the courts usually
follow the mashhiir or well-known view. Nevertheless, if there is no mashhiir opinion,
the court may adopt any opinion that heightens justice in the case at hand. So ,a
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minority opinion is favoured by the courts if it is consistent with a statutory rule or
advances the cause of justice (Oba, 2013: 272). Meanwhile, the 1999 Constitution
makes no specific mention of the adoption of any madhhab, only mentioning ‘Islamic
personal law’ and ‘Islamic law, ‘(Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
1999, 1999) As a result, limiting Islamic law to the Maliki school, whether by state
legislation or judicial practise, would appear to be in conflict with the Constitution. In
the Abdulsalam vs Salawu case, however, the Supreme Court ruled that the “Islamic
personal law” (which includes Islamic family law) listed in the Constitution “must
be that of the Maliki school” (Oba, 2013: 275-276). As such the judges frequently
make reference to resources from the Maliki school, such as; Al-Figh Al-Maliki fi
Thawbihi Al-Jadid, Kifayat At-Talib Ar-Rabbaniy in Hashiyat Al-Adawiy, Jawahir
Al-Iklik, Muhtasaar Khalil, Tuhfatul-Hukkam, Thamarul dani commentary on Risalat
by abu Zaid Al-qairawany, Al-Bahjat etc while giving judgements in courts (Ahman,
2006: 173; Kwara State Shariah Court of Appeal, 2012).

In the same context, some attempts were made to codify Islamic family law
in Nigeria. For example, an NGO named the Women’s Rights Advancement and
Protection Alternative, (WRAPA), initiated the introduction of a model state code
for the northern Muslim states. The aim was to give women more equal rights in
marriage and divorce under Islamic law (Sharia), and thus conform with national
and international human rights law (Struensee, 2005). Furthermore, codification of
Islamic family law would provide more equal rights to Muslim women and articulate
in written form Islamic marriage and divorce laws that address Nigeria’s modern
social reality. Thereby, many provisions of the code are modelled on the Islamic laws
of other Muslim countries (Struensee, 2005) The NGO (WRAPA) collaborated with
MacArthur Foundation and the Governments of the seven Northwest States namely
Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto and Zamfara to implement the Islamic
Family Law project to enhance the application and improve practice around Islamic
Family Law matters (Gbulie, 2017). Consequently, some states have adopted some
of the outcomes of the project. For example, the practise and procedure of Sulh/
Hakamain which is utilised as a sort of dispute settlement in which a third party
intervenes to enable opposing parties reach a mutually suitable agreement, has been
applauded and adopted by Katsina state. Thereafter, deployment of necessary structure
and mechanism for manifestation of its application have since begun. Also, Kaduna,
Kebbi, Zamfara and Kano expressed their interest in the concept (Gbulie, 2017).

In the same context, Nigeria is signatory to many international treaties such
as the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) and the Optional Protocol to African Charter on Women’s Rights (Maputo
Protocol). Among the aims of these treaties is to advocate for equal rights of men and
women in marriage and divorce. Consequently, the Gender and Equal Opportunity
Bill, 2016 which seeks to give effect to the CEDAW and Maputo Protocol, was
rejected after passing the second reading at the National Assembly. A basis for the
rejection of the Bill is that the content of the Bill was inconsistent with the religious
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and cultural beliefs and practices of the Nigerian citizens and thus unworthy of being
passed as a law in Nigeria (Adelakun - Shaeeb, 2018: 199).

Divorce in OLFR

The (OLFR) decree introduced provisions that can be considered as improvements
on the classical Ottoman family law on divorce. In addition to the jurisprudence of the
Hanafi School, which has been the official school of jurisprudence since the middle
of the 16th century, the provisions of other schools on divorce were also applied. It
can be said that the new atmosphere that encouraged more participation of women in
social life had a direct effect on making the amendment in their favour in the decree
(Cin, 1988: 126).

The second book of the OLFR includes the provisions of divorce under the
title of “Miifarakat”. In this book, the authorisation of talaq, the place of talag and
the words of talaq are included. According to the Decree, the person who has the
talaq right is the husband. The husband can divorce his wife without any court order.
According to this provision, which is also in accordance with the principles of Islamic
law, there is no state intervention in the divorce of the husband. If the woman divorces
her husband, then the state intervenes in the divorce and the divorce takes place only
after the judge’s decision (Cin, 1988: 126). However, despite accepting the husband’s
right to divorce his wife whenever he wishes, in the Article 110, the Decree imposes
on the husband who divorces his wife, to inform the judge about the situation so that
the marriage and divorce proceedings can proceed in a certain order. This application
has the purpose of processing the divorce in the registry kept by the judge (Cin, 1988:
127).

In the same vein, one of the important developments brought by the decree is
that, in some cases, women are given the right of judicial (Kazai) divorce (tefrik).
By drawing on the stands and judgements of various Hanafi jurists as well as other
schools of thought, OLFR has provided women the right to request separation (tefrik)
in specific circumstances and necessities. One of these circumstances and necessities
is the right to tefrik owing to “absence”. Absence of the husband can be in two
forms namely: Mafkood (someone who has gone missing and it is unknown whether
or not he is alive) and Gaib (someone known to be alive but whose whereabouts
are unknown and who hasn’t been heard from in a long time). According OLFR,
“if the husband goes missing by hiding, travelling far away or close, and caring
for the woman becomes impossible, the judge will separate them after performing
appropriate investigations at the woman’s request” (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 53).
More forthrightly, in article 127 of the OLFR, there are two situations regarding the
absent husband. The first situation is when the whereabouts of the absent husband
are unknown, and no news about his life or death can be obtained, and hope has been
lost upon receiving news, the judge postpones the time of separation for four years
from the moment that hope is lost. If no news is received during the four-year period
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and the woman insists on divorce, the judge grants the divorce. The second situation
is that if the husband is missing in a war, the judge postpones the waiting period
for one year from the return of the combatants and prisoners of war on both sides.
If no news is received after one year, the judge grants the separation (Aydin, 1985:
203). “In either case, the woman waits for the waiting period for death (iddatul-wafat)
starting from the judge’s decision” (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 55). This is in line with
Maliki's view as it is applied in Muslim family law in Nigeria. Also, the presence of
the marriage thwarting impairment in the husband, like the manifestation of diseases
such as leprosy, venereal and mental diseases, were accepted as grounds for divorce
(Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 38).

Divorce in Muslim Family Law in Nigeria

The divorce process in Nigeria is overseen by unique laws. It is established that
the kind of law in which the marriage is consummated determines the kind of law
that governs the dissolution of the such marriage. In Nigeria, marriages are typically
conducted within the framework of three legal systems: civil law, Islamic law, and
customary law (Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2006) The legal
marriage that occurs within the scope of civil law is regulated by the 2004 Nigeria
Federal Marriage Act (Adelakun - Shaeeb, 2018). Moreover, the legal marriage, under
the Nigerian Marriage Act of 2004, is strictly monogamous and any form of separation
without judicial separation or death of one of the parties constitutes a criminal offense
punishable with a five-year prison sentence (Adelakun - Shaeeb, 2018: 195). Hence, a
legal marriage is characterized as a consensual lifelong partnership between a man and
a woman, and can only be terminated by death or divorce. The validity of a marriage
under the law depends on compliance with specific regulations and formalities, and
if they are not followed, the marriage would be considered defective and akin to a
customary marriage (Adelakun - Shaeeb, 2018: 196).

Also, a customary marriage is a lifelong union between one man and one or more
women (Nwogugu, 2014). Customary marriage is conducted according to local laws
and traditions. Therefore, the requirements for a valid traditional law marriage differ
in Nigeria, depending on the local customs. This is because Nigeria is a multi-ethnic
society with various cultures, and people’s traditions are as diverse as the number of
ethnic groups (Adelakun - Shaeeb, 2018: 196).

In Nigeria, most Muslims opt to solemnize their marriages in accordance with
Islamic law, leading to the conclusion that only Islamic Sharia courts have the authority
to terminate such marriages (Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada,
2006). The reason for this is that the law that applies to a marriage is determined by
the law under which the marriage is conducted. For instance, if a Muslim man marries
a Christian woman under Islamic law, their marriage will be subject to Islamic law
(Oba, 2013: 284). On the other hand, statutes such as Matrimonial Causes Act (MCA)
LFN 1990 (Kwara State Shariah Court of Appeal, 2016: 117—118) and Matrimonial
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Causes Rule (Jegede, 2020) govern the divorce process of a statutory marriage.

Like other aspects of Islamic Family Law, divorce processes are based upon the
Maliki figh. Muslim personal laws of divorce apply where both husband and wife are
Muslims, and where both husband and wife (even if they are not Muslims) agree that
Muslim personal law should apply to them. Additionally, it also applies where both
parties contract the marriage in accordance with Muslim law as stated in Section 242
(2) (a) of the 1979 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Faki et al., n.d.: 4).

Components and Conditions of Divorce in OLFR

Article 102 of the Decree specifies that divorce can only occur between spouses
who are legally obligated. Article 103 provides further clarification that at the time
of divorce, a woman may either be in a proper marriage or observing a waiting
period (Iddah). However, divorce cannot take place for a wife who is already in her
waiting period due to the termination of her marriage (Ceker, 1985: 41). The Decree
elaborates the conditions for a valid divorce. For instance, the article 104 states that:
The talaq of a drunkard is not valid (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 47). The Decree takes
an important step in this regard by invalidating the divorce of a drunkard without
making any differentiation between the roots of intoxication whether it is as a result
of taking permissible or unlawful substances. Whereas some scholars consider the
causes of intoxication while others consider the state of drunk whether he is alert and
admits what he has said after he becomes sober (Awdat, 2008: 249). In a nutshell,
there is a consensus among Islamic jurists that the divorce of the person who takes
the intoxicating substance for a permissible purpose, such as a medicine, is not valid.
Whereas, the bone of contention lies in the divorce of a person who is intoxicated in
an unlawful way. Most of the jurists, especially Hanafis, Malikis, and Shafiis, hold that
the divorce of a drunk is valid and binding (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 48). Perhaps,
there was high rate of drunkenness and alcoholism at the time of preparing the Decree.
This measure was taken to prevent the disintegration of families due to drunkenness,
because when this kind of divorce is accepted as valid, not only the drunk husband
is punished, as claimed, but also his innocent wife and children, if any, are harmed
(Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 49).

Similarly, article 105 of the OLFR emphasizes the significance of intention in
the process of divorce. It states that the divorce pronunciation made under duress
is not valid (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020: 50). With this provision, the Decree ditched
the opinion of the Hanafi school and adopted the views of the other three popular
Sunni schools of figh (Al-Hujjaj, 2000: 337). In this context, the Article 109 of the
OLFR holds that a valid divorce occurs with unambiguous (i.e sarih) statements.
However, recognizable allegorical (kinayah) are categorized as sarih. Moreover, the
occurrence of divorce with allegorical (kinayah) statements that are not recognized as
the pronunciations of divorce, are subject the husband's intention (Saritepe - Aydemir,
2020: 50).
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Components and Conditions of Divorce in Muslim Family in Nigeria

Since the principle of Muslim divorce in Nigeria is based upon Maliki school of
figh, therefore, it is needless to say, it shares some theories with other Sunni schools
of figh. In this part the components of divorce -as it is applied in Nigeria- is discussed.

The couple in a valid marriage form the first two of the four components of
divorce. To talk of divorce there should be a man recognized by the law as husband. In
addition to the recognition, he should have attained puberty, be a Muslim and person
in control of his faculties. In other words, the divorce pronounced by a non-Muslim,
an immature person and a mad man is neither valid nor recognized by Islamic Law.
However, a man delegated by the recognized husband or the judge in a circumstance
where the law is to impose divorce can make or order valid divorce (Ambali, 2014:
270).

“Wife” too constitutes the second ruknu, i.e., an essential component of divorce.
The law does not entertain the claim of a man to divorce a woman unless he shows
that enjoys the right of marriage over the woman. Therefore, the subject of divorce is
wife. A wife becomes eligible to talaq where she is either married in fact or married
in law (de jure). She is regarded as married in law where she is serving iddah of a
revocable talaq or of a dissolution considered as a divorce due to certain reasons, like
lack of maintenance, apostasy by the wife, vow of abstinence (ila) by the husband or
zihar (Gurin, 2014: 151).

“Seegah” or the formula is the third component of divorce. This denotes the
legal form of statement by which divorce is invoked. It is sarih, i.e., categorical in
whatever form is used once the word talaq is used to convey divorce to the woman.
Be it “I divorce you” or “you are divorced” etc. It may also be kinayah i.e., non-
categorical or indirect. Both categorical and indirect statements that do not leave the
woman in doubt are taken as binding and regarded as one pronouncement of divorce.
The statement of talaq can be written and it is binding as soon as it delivered (Ambali,
2014: 271).

The fourth essential ruknu of talaq is qasd i.e., “intention”. There can be no
divorce without the intention. For example, it is not binding if a man makes the
statement of divorce in a language he does not understand. The divorce that a man
makes under the agony of pain is not binding on him. But of a man who is drunk needs
clarification. Is not binding if the intoxication is due to taking lawful food or drink.
But understandable, a statement of divorce under the influence of alcoholic drinks or
any forbidden food or drink shall be binding. Similarly, the divorce pronounced under
duress is not binding. However, in a state of anger, it is binding except when the anger
is at peak whereby it has overpowered the reasoning and made his behaviour similar
to that of a mad man, who is not conscious of the implications of his utterances and
actions (Ambali, 2014: 272).
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Verbal and written talaq are commonly practiced in Nigeria with the most
accepted practice being the written form of talaq invocation (Adelakun, 2018: 201).
Also, the triple talaq is common in Muslim communities in Nigeria, with husbands
expressing the talaq statement three times in a sitting and usually in a state of
resentment. On whether the triple talaq pronounced in a state of anger is considered as
one talaq or three, the courts have constantly held that such invocation is considered
as three talags, as such it brings the divorce to a final state. Additionally, in some parts
of the North East, the widely practiced formula of talaq is the verbal triple talaq and
talaq by conduct (Adelakun - Shaeeb, 2018: 202). In this region, it is rather rampant
to invoke talaq by saying ‘I divorce you, I divorce you, I divorce you’, or by relying
on the words ‘go back to your house and never come back.” A petition by a wife that
the husband required her to go back to her house and a denial of the statement by the
wife followed by his claim to have divorced her was held to be a valid divorce in the
case of Bara’atu Suleman Fagge v. Ibrahim Musa Zuma at Fagge Sharia Court, Kano
state (Adelakun - Shaeeb, 2018: 202).

Arbitration in OLFR

Another measure designed to strengthen the position of the wife was divorce
negotiated in a family council. The authors of OLFR defended it as a measure that
protected women from the misbehaviour of their husbands (Martykanova, 2009: 198).
Except for the Maliki school of figh, all other notable schools of figh hold that the duty
of the arbitral tribunal, which will be composed of families, is limited to facilitating
the reconciliation between the husband and wife, unless a separate authority is given.
However, according to Malikis, the arbitrators can separate the parties if they deem
it necessary. The decree favoured this view (Kiigiiktiryaki, 2014: 191). The view is
contained in the article 130 of the decree as follows:

If there appears a conflict and incompatibility between the spouses and one of
them appeals to the judge, the judge appoints one arbitrator from each family. If an
arbitrator cannot be found in one or both families, or if the person does not have the
required qualities, then the judge designates suitable people from outside of the family.
The family council created in this way examines the explanations and defence of both
sides, trying to reconcile them. If it is not possible and the fault is the husband’s, the
couple separates. If it is the wife’s fault, they are divorced and the wife returns a part
or all of the mehr [dower]. If the arbitrators do not agree, the judge either appoints
another family council of suitable people or a third arbitrator who has no relation to
either side. The decision of the arbitrators is irrevocable and no protest is accepted
(Martykanova, 2009: 168).

Arbitration in Muslim Family Law in Nigeria

Arbitration is highly regarded as an upending tool in divorce processes in
Nigeria. Sharia courts give room for arbitration before the final decision is made.
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A good example of this, is Ndache Baba (appellant) vs. Hassana Ndache Baba
(respondent) case. Both the appellant and the respondent were husband and wife until
26th November, 2014 when the respondent filed for divorce at Area Court 1 Shonga.
Nevertheless, after an appeal was filed, and the parties had successfully reconciled
themselves, the appellant made a request to withdraw the case. Thus, the Sharia Court
of Appeal held that the appellant should be allowed to withdraw his appeal in line
with Islamic Law principle, which states that, if an appellant wants to be silent with
his appeal he should be allowed to do so (Adeboye, n.d.).

The Hisbah Guards operating under the jurisdiction of the Kano State Sharia
Commission, are renowned for their active involvement in promoting reconciliation.
According to the Commander General of the Guards, Malam Aminu Daurawa, they
have successfully resolved 20,000 disputes between spouses over the past decade
(Abdul Hamid - Sanusi, 2016: 18)

OLFR as a Blueprint for ‘a Progressive Muslim Family Law’ in Nigeria

Moreover, the promulgation of OLFR in the early 20th century, during a time
of significant social and political changes, can be seen as a necessary framework for
a modern and standardized Muslim Family Law in Nigeria. The legal and societal
circumstances that led to the establishment of OLFR bear similarities to the present-
day social and legal realities in Nigeria. To provide an illustration, the initial legal
impetus for the formation of the OLFR was the necessity to ensure the coherence of
the legal system. At the time, lawmakers deemed it crucial to implement a uniform
law that would apply to all individuals under the Ottoman rule, and to establish a
centralized authority to settle conflicts (Kiling, 2019: 627-628). In a contrary, legal
pluralism in the Nigerian legal system makes achieving such uniformity in law
seemingly impossible (Ostien, 2006: 4). Nonetheless, uniformity and standardization
in the adjudication with Muslim Family Law is the contentious issue in Nigeria.
Due to the lack of codification of this law in any Nigerian state, the application of
Islamic family law by judges is not consistently uniform. Consequently, a significant
number of women, as well as numerous lawyers and judges at the local community
level, remain unaware of the specific rights afforded to women under Islamic law
(Struensee, 2005).

The OLFR has demonstrated the significant impact of social events on the
law by adopting opinions that deviate from the Hanafi school of thought, as long
as these opinions promote the social stability required. An example of this can be
seen in the adoption of a minority opinion on the invalidity of divorce statement
issued by a drunkard. This was implemented to prevent the dissolution of families
due to drunkenness. Allowing such a divorce to be valid not only punishes the drunk
husband, but also harms his innocent wife and children (Saritepe - Aydemir, 2020:
49). The divorce rates in Nigeria have been steadily increasing, and implementiny
the OLFR framework for codifying Islamic family law may assist in mitigating
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the adverse consequences of the lenient form of irrevocable divorce, including the
pronouncement of triple divorce concurrently. Like other prominent schools of figh,
the Maliki figh, which is the only recognized school of jurisprudence for Islamic court
rulings in Nigeria, views the utterance of the triple divorce pronouncement as three
distinct divorces. However, a dissenting view held by Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn al-
Qayyim considers the triple divorce declaration as a single divorce (Kutty, 2023).
Although the latter view is held by a minority, it aims to reduce the frequency of
irrevocable divorce. Unfortunately, this perspective can only be taken into account if

there is a codified Islamic Family Law.
Conclusion

It can be argued that the basis of divorce in Islamic Law is the inability of the
partners to live together rather than any specific reason (or fault of a party) which
impedes and prevents their peaceful living together. In this regard, OLFR introduced
provisions from other schools of jurisprudence. And this makes OLFR an improvement
on the classical Ottoman family law on divorce, and establishes points for its striking
similarity with the existing Muslim Law of divorce in Nigeria.

Although, Islamic divorce law is strictly based upon Maliki school in Nigeria,
however if there are divergent views within the Maliki school, Sharia courts are
mandated to follow the most popular opinion. Additionally, if there is no prevalent
opinion, the court is free to adopt even a minority opinion as long as it enhances the
cause of justice. This is similar to the adoption of views of other schools of figih by
the authors of OLFR for the cause of justice. Also, the authorization of arbitration in
divorce processes was a Maliki view which was well captured in OLFR and regularly
implemented in Sharia courts in Nigeria. Except that in OLFR, the arbitration
processes were well explicated and the arbitrators were empowered to irrevocably
dissolve the marriage.

After a thorough analysis of the regulations concerning divorce in the
Ottoman Ottoman Law of Family Rights and Muslim Family law in Nigeria, certain
resemblances and variations can be discerned between the two sets of laws.

From the hhistorical and cultural context, it is seen that throughout the history
of Islamic civilizations, family matters were being adjudicated in accordance with
provisions of figih which are the products of ijtihad of different scholars and jurists.
The promulgation of Ottoman Family Law Decree (OLFR) in 1917 endorsed the
combination of diverse opinions of multiple schools of figih and gave new impetus to
the codification of Islamic Law in general. OLFR was enacted to significantly shutter
the space of the legal pluralism by bringing the various religious groups of the empire
under a central family law system, and to improve the legal status of women. Therefore,
OLFR was shaped by the historical and cultural context of the Ottoman Empire, which
was a multi-ethnic and multi-religious empire that spanned across diverse regions.
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Even though, the Decree was in effect in the Ottoman state for less than two years,
its long-lasting influence was incontestably felt in standardisation of the latitude of
Islamic Family Law in many Muslim countries. As at the time when the Ottoman
Law of Family Rights (OLFR) was being promulgated in 1917, there was a gradual
restriction of the application of Islamic law in Nigeria, with an emphasis mainly on
family law. Northern Nigeria as a predominantly Muslim region, was implementing a
full-fledged Islamic Law before colonization. English colonization later confined the
jurisdiction of Islamic Law to only Islamic personal law. The subsequent constitutions
of Nigeria uphold that.

Moreover, from the legal framework perspective; the Ottoman Family Law
decree was a codified legal code that incorporated various opinions from different
schools of Islamic jurisprudence. In contrast, Muslim Family law in Nigeria is a non-
codified part of the broader legal system in Nigeria, which strictly adjudicates based
on the Maliki school of figh.

Furthermore, although both laws are rooted in Islamic principles, the Ottoman
Family Law decree applies to individuals of other faiths, such as Christians and Jews,
through their respective religious practices, while the application of Islamic family
law in Nigeria is limited to Muslims and non-Muslims who voluntarily submit to its
jurisdiction.

The introduction of OLFR was intended to eliminate the last significant area
of legal diversity, whereas the implementation of Muslim family law in Nigeria is
considered an essential aspect of legal pluralism.

Significantly, the social and legal circumstances surrounding family law,
particularly divorce, among Muslims in Nigeria are similar to those that occurred prior
to and prompted the promulgation of OLFR. Therefore, introduction of the OLFR
as a prototypical can be viewed as a crucial system for establishing a contemporary
and uniform Muslim Family Law in Nigeria. This is because, although OLFR was
short-lived as it was abruptly abrogated just after a year and half, its long-lasting
impact in codification and unification of law in a heterogeneous society cannot be
overemphasized. It is therefore high time the contemporary scholars and jurists in
Nigeria codified Islamic Family Law for a more effective application.

BIBLIGRAPHY

ADEBOYE, J. (n.d.). Divorce Process in Nigeria: Steps to take if you want end your
marriage. Africa Parent. Retrieved 9 November 2022, from www.africaparent.
com/divorce-process-in-nigeria

ADELAKUN, (2018) “Effect of Triple Talaq Invocation on Development of Women’s
Rights in Nigeria”, Educor Multidisciplinary Journal, 1(1), 2017.

ADELAKUN, Olanike & SHAEEB, Olajumoke (2018), “Effect of Triple Talaq
Inocation on Development of Women’s Rights in Nigeria”, Educor
Multidisciplinary Journal, 1(1), 192-207.

Akdeniz Havzasi ve Afrika Medeniyetleri Dergisi, Cilt. 5, Say1.1 93



Daud SALMAN

AHMAD, Furqan (2018), “Understanding The Islamic Law Of Divorce”, Journal
of the Indian Law Institute, 45(3/4), 484-508. https://www.jstor.org/
stable/43951877

AHMAN, H. S. (2006). Sarauniya Law Reports: Selected Shariah Cases.

AKYOL, Taha (2017), “Turkey’s Draft Law Allowing Muftis to Conduct Marriages”,
Daily News. https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/opinion/taha-akyol/turkeys-
draft-law-allowing-muftis-to-conduct-marriages-121085#

AL-HUIJJAJ, M. N. (2000). Ikhtilaful Fukaha (M. T. Hakimy (Ed.); 1st ed.). Adwaus-
Salaf.

AMBALI M. A. (2014). The Practice of Muslim Family Law in Nigeria (3rd ed.).
Princeton Publishign Company.

AN-NA’IM, Abdullahi A. (Ed.). (2002), Islamic Family Law in Changing World: A
Global Resource Book. Zed Books.

AWDAT, H. (2008). al-Mawsu'atul Fikihiyatul Muyassarah Fi Fikihil Kitabi wa
Sunnatul Mutahharah (1st ed.). Al-maktabatull-Islamiyyat.

AYDIN, Mehmet A. (1985), “islam-Osmanli Aile Hukuku”, Marmara University
Faculty of Theology Publications.

AYDIN, Mehmet A. (2014), Osmanli Devleti'nde Hukuk ve Adalet. Klasik
Publications.

CIN, Halil (1988), Eski Hukukumuzda Bosanma, (7th ed.). Selcuk Universitesi
Hukuk Fakiiltesi.

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999. (1999). https://www.idea.int/
sites/default/files/publications/what-is-a-constitution-primer.pdf

CEKER, Orhan (1999), Osmanl Hukik-1 Aile Kararnamesi, Konya: Mehir Vakfi
Yaynlari.

DANNIES, Kate, & HOCK, Stefan (2020), A Prolonged Abrogation? The
Capitulations, the 1917 Law of Family Rights, and the Ottoman Quest for
Sovereignty during World War 1. International Journal of Middle East Studies
(2020), 52(May), 245-260. https://doi.org/10.1017/S002074382000001X

DURMUS, Ensar, & YARGI, Mehmet A. (2019), “Criticisms Directed to the Ottoman
Family Law Decree in 1917, Journal of Divinity Faculty of Recep Tayyip
Erdogan University, 15, 312-363.

FAKI, Asma’u 1., HALIDU, Mustapha, KOFA, Yusufu D., LAWAL, Sani, UMAR,
Fadimatu H., AHMED, Zalikhau B., & IMAM, Ayesha (n.d.). Divorce- The
Dissolution of a Marriage in Muslim Personal Laws in Nigeria (No.2).

GBULIE, Chinedu C. (2017), Islamic Family Law Project in North Western Nigeria
(IFL),. WRAPA. https://wrapanigeria.org/project/islamic-family-law-project-
north-western-nigeria-ifl-phase-three/

GURIN, Aminu M. (2014). Islamic Family Law (2nd ed.). Malthouse Press
Limited.

Islamabad, L. (n.d.). Dissolution of Marriage (Divorce) under Islamic Law — Sheraz
Khan Advocate. Legal Reseachers. Retrieved 24 October 2022, from https://

94 Journal of Mediterranean Basin and African Civilizations, Vol. 5, No. 1



COMPARISON OF OTTOMAN LAW OF FAMILY RIGHTS (OLFR) AND ISLAMIC FAMILY
LAW IN NIGERIA IN THE FRAMEWORK OF DIVORCE

legal-researchers.com/dissolution-marriage-divorce-islamic-law/#:~:text=The
basis of divorce under Islamic law is,several modes of divorce under the
Muslim law.

JEGEDE, Olusola J. (2020), Nigeria: Divorce Laws And Process Of Divorce In
Nigeria. Mondaq. www.mondaq.com/nigeria/divorce/958994/divorce-laws-
and-process-of-divorce-in-nigeria

KILINC, Ahmet (2019) “slam Hukukunun Evrensellii Balaminda Hukuk-1 Aile
Kararnamesi ile Malezya slam Aile Hukuku Kanunu 1984’iin Mukayesesi”,
Erciyes Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Dergisi, V: 14, I: 2, pp. 623-662.

KUMO, Suliman. (1988). The Application of Islamic Law in Northern Nigeria:
Problems and Prospects. In K. Rashid (Ed.), Islamic Law in Nigeria (pp. 42—
49). Islamic Publications Bureau.

Kwara Law Review (1999), Denying the Neighbour’s Right of Pre-Emption (Shufah):
A Proper Interpretation of Islamic Law? Alkamawa V Bello and Anor”
KUCUKTIRYKI, Ahmet Y. (2014), “Osmanli Devletinde Tanzimat Sonrasi Aile
Hukuku Alanindaki Gelismeler Ve Hukuk-1 Aile Kararnamesi”. Hitit

Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 13(26), 177-201.

Kwara State Shariah Court of Appeal. (2012). 2010 Annual Report.

Kwara State Shariah Court of Appeal. (2016). 2015 Annual Report.

MARTYKANOVA, Darina (2009), “Matching Sharia and ‘Governmentality’:
Muslim Marriage Legislation in the Late Ottoman Empire”. In A. Gémes, F.
Peyrou, & 1. Xydopoulos (Eds.), Institutional Change and Stability: Conflicts,
Transitions and Social Values, (pp. 153—175) Pisa University Press.

MASHHOUR, Amira (2017), “Islamic law and gender equality could there be
a common ground?: A study of divorce and polygamy in sharia law and
contemporary legislation in Tunisia and Egypt”, Islamic Law in Practice, 3(2),
253-287. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315251738

MUSA, A., Muhammad, A., & Ibrahim, M. (2011). Al-Fighul Muyassar. Madarul-
Watan.

OBA, Abdulmumini A. (2013), “Judicial Practice in Islamic Family Law and Its
Relation to ‘Urf (Custom) in Northern Nigeria”, Islamic Law and Society,
20(3), 272-318. https://doi.org/10.1163/15685195-0011a0004

OBA, Abdulmumini A. (2002), “Islamic Law as Customary Law : The Changing
Perspective in Nigeria”, The International and Comparative Law, 51(4), 817—
850.

OSTIEN, Philip, & DEKKER, Albert (2010), Sharia and National Law in Nigeria. In
J. M. Otto (Ed.), Sharia Incorporated A Comparative Overview of the Legal
Systems of Twelve Muslim Countries in Past and Present (pp. 554-612).
Leiden University Press.

SALMAN, Daud (2022), “Joseph Schacht * s Role In Changing The Status of Islamic
Law In Nigeria”, Journal of Mediterranean Basin and African Civilizations,
4(1), 89-101. https://doi.org/10.54132/akaf.1109550

Akdeniz Havzasi ve Afrika Medeniyetleri Dergisi, Cilt. 5, Say1.1 95



Daud SALMAN

SARITEPE, Erdogan, & AYDEMIR, Ramazan (2020), “Hukuk-I Aile
Kararnamesi’nde Hanefiler Digindaki Mezheplerin Goriislerine Dayanan
Maddelerin Degerlendirilmesi”, Firat Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Degisi
25:1,25(1), 30-64.

SODIQ, Yushau (1992), “A History Of Islamic Law In Nigeria : Past And Present”,
Islamic Studies, 31(1), 85-108.

STRUENSEE, Vanessa M. G. VON. (2005), “Codification of Islamic Family Law -
The Case for Codification on Marriage and Divorce in Nigeria”, SSRN. http://
www.worldlii.org/int/journals/lsn/abstracts/609662.html

WIGWE, Chris (2009), “Sharia and the 1999 Nigerian Constitution”, The Journal of
Jurisprudence & Contemporary Issues, 5, 109—121.

VATANSEVER OZTURK, Miige (2018), “An Evaluation on the Nizemiye Courts”,
Bahgesehir Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 13(171-172), 155-171.
https://jurix.com.tr/article/18353

YURTSEVEN, Yilmaz (2003), “1917 Tarihli Hukuk-I Aile Kararnamesi Ve Osmanl
Aile Hukukuna Getirdigi Yenilikler”, Selguk Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi
Dergisi, 11(1-2), 199-250.

96 Journal of Mediterranean Basin and African Civilizations, Vol. 5, No. 1



ABBASILER DONEMI (H.255-270/MS.869-883) BAGDAT’TA ZENCi iSYANI
VE ALi B. MUHAMMED’IN ROLU*

THE ZANJ REBELLION IN BAGHDAD AND THE ROLE OF ALI IBN
MUHAMMAD

Canan Ozlem OZBERK**

Oz: Bagdat’ta Abbasiler déneminde ortaya gikan zenci isyani aslen beyaz olan ve Hz. Ali’nin
soyundan geldigini iddia eden Ali b.Muhammed dnciiliigiinde vuku bulmustur. Aslen zenci olmayan
birinin Zenci ayaklanmasinda basat rol oynamasi hem tarihsellik baglaminda toplum-igi gii¢
miicadelesine en giizel 6rnek, hem de donemin Bagdat kozmopolitliginde Afrika etnik grubunun
bu gili¢ miicadelesindeki edilgen rolii anlamak agisinda 6nemli bir referanstir. H.255/M.869’1u
yillarda, insan giiciine ihtiyagtan dolay1 Basra ve g¢evresindeki bataklik ve ciftliklerde ¢alismasi
i¢in getirilen zencilerin ayaklandirilmasi sadece bulundugu muhitte kalmamis kisa siirede Samarra,
Bagdat, Giiney Irak ve diger iilkelere sigramistir. Zenci kdleleri ayaklandirarak Abbasilere askeri ve
mali kiilfet getiren Ali B. Muhammed, Abbasi Devleti’nin parcalanmasi ve giiney bdlgelerinin eski
ihtisamli dénemlerinin sona ermesinde temel aktor olmustur. Bagdat’ta giivenlik agisindan sikinti
yaratan isyanci zencilerin ve bu ayaklanmada basat konumda olan lider Ali Muhammed’in kendi
hakimiyetlerini olusturma girisimi basarisiz olmus ve Ali’nin dldiiriilmesi ile ayaklanma H.270/
M.883’te son bulmustur. Cetin gegen miicadeleler son bulsa da isyanin yasandigi bolgeler; bolge
halki, yonetimi, ticari faaliyetleri, askeri ve ekonomik yapist olumsuz etkilenmistir. Bu ¢alisma,
Ali b.Muhammed’in yazdig: siirler, dini motif ve sembolleri kullanarak Zenci ayaklanmasini
organize etmesinin altinda yatan saikleri anlamak ve isyanin tarihsel retrospektifi, ortaya ¢ikartan
faktorleri mercek altina almay1 amaglamaktadir. Disaridan bolgeye gelmis bir lider olarak zencilerin
ayaklanmasinda basat rol oynayan Ali b.Muhammed’in Abbasi halifesini zayiflatma girisimi nihai
hedefine ulagsamasa da, bélgenin istikrarin1 6nemli oranda etkilemistir. Bu makalenin sonuglarindan
biri de, bir liderin -Ali b.Muhammed, ayni etnik kokenden olmamasina ragmen, kendi menfaati i¢in
merkezi otoritenin bosluklarini doldurarak ve insanlarin irksal nefretini yonlendirerek bir toplum
kitlesini yonetebilecegi gergegidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Abbasiler, Zenci, Isyan, Ali b.Muhammed, Kélelik, Muvaffak

Abstract: Zanj Rebellion that emerged in Baghdad during the Abbasid period has been orchestrated
by Ali b.Muhammad who claimed to be descended from Ali, the son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad.
Such rebellion led by a non-Black person played a leading role in the black uprising is good case to
comprehend the intra-social power struggle in the context of historicity and an important reference
in understanding the passive role of the African ethnic group in this power struggle in the Baghdad
cosmopolitanism of the period. In H.255/A.869, the uprising of the Zanj, who were brought to work
in the swamps and farms in and around Basra due to the need for manpower, did not only stay
in the surrounding area, but spread to Samerra, Baghdad, Southern Iraq and other countries with
a short time. Ali B. Muhammed, who created a military and financial burden on the Abbasids by
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revolting the black slaves, became the main actor in the disintegration of the Abbasids and the end
of the old glorious periods of the southern regions. Though, the rebellious Zanj has put Baghdad in
trouble in terms of security, and the leader of this uprising, Ali b.Muhammad, failed in their attempt
to build their own dominance, and the uprising ended in H.270 / M.883 with the murder of Ali.
The magnitude of such revolt was so significant, since it had adversely influenced administration,
commercial activities, military and economic structure of Baghdad. This article aims to understand
the motives behind Ali b.Muhammed’s organization of the Zanj uprising through using his poems,
religious motifs and symbols, and to examine the historical retrospective of the revolt and the factors
that revealed it. Although the attempt to weaken the Abbasid caliph of Ali b.Muhammad, did not
reach its final goal, it significantly affected the stability of the region. One of the results of this article
is that a leader, though he is not the same ethnicity, (Ali b.Muhammad) could led a mass of society
by filling power-gap of central authority and direct people’s racial hatrat for the sake of his goals in
line with his own interests.

Keywords: Abbasids, Negro, Rebellion, Ali b.Muhammad, Slavery, Muvaftak.

Giris

Abbasiler donemi, Islam tarihi agisindan genis bir yere sahip olusu, dini, askeri
ve bir¢cok yonden tarihe 151k tutmasi nedeniyle dnemli bir konuma sahiptir. Abbasiler
doneminin bu denli uzun olusundandir ki bu déneme iliskin bir¢ok arastirma ve
yazi kaleme alinmistir (Bozan, 2013; El-Hibri, 2021; Samadi & Yiiksel, 2008; Tor,
2017; Ulwsik, 2019). Dénemin ilmi, ekonomik, sosyal ve etnografik zenginligi
bir taraftan Bagdat merkezli yeni bir ¢ekim merkezi insa ederken, diger taraftan
halifenin ilgilenmesi gereken pek ¢ok sorunu da ortaya ¢ikartmistir. Bu sorunlarin
basinda da bazi bolgelerde meydana gelen ayaklanmalar yer almaktadir. Ornegin,
Abbasiler doneminde Ermeniler‘in yasadigi bolge olan “Ermeniye” iizerindeki
Abbasi politikalart ve Ermeniler‘in Abbasi idaresine karsi ¢ikardiklari isyanlar
neticesinde bolgede uzun yillar hakim olan Bizans Imparatorlugunun da destegiyle
10. yy ortasindan itibaren mevcut yer Abbasi idaresinden ¢ikmistir (Bozan, 2013:
23). Zenci ayaklanmasi igerik olarak benzemese de Abbasi donemi ortaya ¢ikmis
onemli hadiselerdendir. Zenci isyaninin Abbasi devletini ugrastirmas: ve uzun yillar
boyunca varligini devam ettirmesi ¢alisma konumuzun ana temasi olup isyanin ortaya
¢itkmasinda kisinin rolii ele alinmistir. Abbasilerin durumundan baslayarak, isyanin
temel unsurlari ve ortaya ¢ikis nedenleri, isyanin ortaya ¢ikmasinda etkili olan sartlar,
isyanin baglamasi/yayilmasi, bitisi ve dogurdugu sonuglar incelenmistir.

Tiirkge akademik literatiirde Abbasiler donemi Zenci isyan ile ilgili ¢aligmalar
¢ok smirlidir. Mehmet Azimlinin Selguk Universitesinde 1994 yilinda yazmis
oldugu “Abbasi Dénemi Sii Karakterli Isyanlar” basilmanmus yiiksek lisans tezi,
Abbasiler doneminde vuku bulan diger ayaklanmalar ile beraber 6zelde Sii karakterli
ayaklanmalari incelemistir. Abdullah Sag1’nin Marmara Universitesi’nde 2002 y1linda
yazmis oldugu “Abbasi Doneminde Zenci Hareketi (255-270/869-883)” baslikli
yiiksek lisans ilk 6rneklerindendir. 2005 yilinda Mustafa Demirci tarafindan kaleme
alinan “Siyah Ofke Orta ¢ag Islam Diinyasinda Zenci Kolelerin Isyan1” baglkli eser
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ise, bu anlamda yazilmis en kapsamli miistakil eserler arasindadir. Demirci’nin kitabi
dort boliimden olusup ilk olarak isyanin sebepleri ve bataklik bolgeden bahsedilmis
sonrasinda da isyan siireci anlatilmistir. Musa Baydar’in yazdig1 “Abbasiler Tarihinde
Zenci Isyani, Sebep ve Sonuglar” isimli makale de bu alanda 6nemli eserler
arasindadir. Baydar, makalesinde isyanin temel unsurlarina, liderine deginmis, ortaya
¢ikardigi sebepleri, kolaylastirict nedenleri, akabinde sonuglariyla isyant ele almistir.
Bunun yaninda Siimeyye Ulu’nun yazmis oldugu “Zenci Isyamindaki Mezhebi
Unsurlar” adli makalesi de diger 6nemli bir ¢aligmadir. Ulu’nun eserinde ise genel
itibariyle mezhepsel boyut ele alinarak 6zelde isyanin altinda yatan sebepler ve son

olarak da isyanin ortaya ¢ikardigi sonuclardan bahsedilmistir.
Isyan Oncesinde Abbasiler Dénemine Kisa Bakis

Zenci isyaninin anlagilabilmesi, isyanin altinda yatan nedenlerin kavranabilmesi
icin ana unsur olan Abbasi devletinin ve konjonktiirel durumunun 6ncelikli olarak ele
alinmas1 gerekmektedir. Bilindigi {izere Abbasi devleti Islam tarihinin en uzun miirlii
(H.132-656/M.749-1258) devletlerinden birisidir (Baydar, 2007). Genel anlamda
cesitli tarihlere ayrilan bu donem {i¢ farkli seklinde ele alinabilir. Birinci donem giiglii
halifeler donemi, ikinci donem siyasi giiciin Abbasi halifesinin elinde olmadigs; Tiirk
komutanlarinin, Biiveyhilerin ve Selguklularin etkisini hissettirdigi donem olurken,
iiclincii donem ise halifelerin eski giiciinii yeniden ele gecirmesi sonucu bulundugu
bolgelerde soz sahibi oldugu donem olmustur.

Bu calismanin konusunu teskil eden Zenci isyaninin ¢iktigi donem Tiirk
komutanlarin etkisi oldugu goriilmiistiir. Tarih¢iler bu dénem i¢in, Abbasi hilafetinin
cokiisiiniin  baslangici degerlendirmesi yapmaktadirlar (Baydar, 2007). Tirk
komutanlarin yonetimde olmalari, etkin duruma ge¢meleri ile halifeler onlarin
yaninda kukla durumuna diismiis, yeteneksiz halifelerin elinde merkezi otorite
zayiflamistir (Baydar, 2007: 6). Merkezi otoritenin zayiflamasi ile halk yonetime
kars1 ses ¢ikarmaya baslamistir. Otoritenin zayiflamasi, saray kadinlarinin Abbasi
yonetiminde 6n plana ¢ikmalari, ayaklanmalar vb. olaylar sonucu Abbasi hilafeti
¢ok vahim duruma diigmiis, devrilmesine ramak kalmistir. Hilafetin bu durumlara
kadar gelmesinde Abbasilerin Araplardan once Tiirklere ve iranlilara giivenmesi,
Sii faaliyetleri; halifelerin Emevi hanedanim siddetle cezalandirip onlari iskenceye
tabi tutmasi (Baydar, 2007), halifeler {izerindeki Tiirk yoneticilerin baskilari, dinsiz
gruplarin devletin otoritesinde olumsuz etki yaratip otoriteyi bozmalarma sebep
olmasi gibi faktorler 6rnek olarak gosterilebilir.

Yine Abbasi devletine oldukga zarar1 dokunan Babek isyani ise Ebii ‘Abbas el-
Memiin Abdulldh bin HarGin Resid devrinde isyan bayragini agmig ve hilafete geri
doniisii olmayan zararlar vermistir (Celik, 2006). Me’munun hakimiyeti, kazandig1
zaferler ve zamanla destegini aldig1 topluluk grubu ile oniine gecilemeyecek diizeyde
biliylimiistiir. Siyasi, ideolojik ve de iktisadi alanda oldukg¢a zarar meydana getiren bu
isyan feodal toprak anlayisini gelistirmis ve hilafeti kontrol altinda tutmak zorlagmistir
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(Celik, 2006: 97). Bu siireg ise hilafetin ¢okiip parcalanmasina degin gitmistir. Eb(
Ishak “el-Mu‘tasim bi’l-Lah”  Abbas bin Har(in er-Resid’in 6liimiinden sonra hilafetin
hazinesinde toplam 8 milyon dirhemin kaldig1 (Baydar, 2007) ve Babekilerle yapilan
savagin ardindan hilafetin iktisadi agidan ¢okiise yaklastigi goriilmektedir. Zenci
isyan1 ve Karmati hareketinin temelinde de Babekiligin 6nemli etkisi vardir (Baydar,
2007, s. 10). Tiirklerin, Babekilere karsi savasabilecek gii¢lii, cesur, savagmayi bilen,
bolge sartlarina uyum saglayacak 6zelliklere sahip oldugu dile getirilmistir (Baydar,
2007). Araplar orduda geri plana itilmis ve Tiirkler 6ne gegmistir. Yani Miisliimanlar
bolgede daha ¢ok sozii edilir hale gelmistir.

Abbasi halifelerinin baskentinin degistirilmesi ve Samarra’ya taginmasi Tiirk
komutanlar arasinda rekabeti dogurmus, bu durum da halifelerin ordunun giicline
dayanarak hareket etmesi sonucunu dogurmustur. Mu’tasimdan sonra halife olan
Mu’tezi Bagdat’1 kusatmis ama ¢ok gegmeden Bagdat diisiince, digeri gibi o da idam
edilmistir. Miitevekkil’in 6ldiiriilmesinden Zenci isyaninin ¢iktigi zamana kadar
gegen sekiz yillik siirede (H.247-255/M.861-869) Abbasi hilafetine dort ayri halife
geemistir (Baydar, 2007). Halifelerin basarisizliklari, Zencilerin ayaklanmasina,
Karmatilerin isyanina ve Zeydilerin harekete gegmesine elverisli ortam olusturmustur
(Baydar, 2007: 11). Bagkent ise yine eskisi gibi yeniden Bagdat olarak degismistir.

Tiirklerin bu bolgede etkili olmaya baslamasiyla halifelik ve hilafet kavramlar
oldukca degisim gostermistir. Bu noktada Abbasi hilafetinin i¢ine diistigii durum
ve otoritesinin zayiflig1 gz Oniine ¢ikmistir. Yasanan bu gelismeler; siyasi, askeri,
iktisadi ve de ekonomik yonden isyanlarin artmasina, i¢ karisikliklarin ¢ogalmasina
sebebiyet vermistir. Ozetlemeye ¢alisigimiz gelismelerin yasandig: bu donemde Ali
b.Muhammed isyan hareketine, halife Muntasir’dan (H.247-248/M.861-862) sonra
Bahreyn’de baslamig, Miihtedi (H.255-256/M.869-870) zamaninda da Basra’da
ayaklanmigtir (Baydar, 2007, s. 13). Bahse konu kisinin rolii iizerinden agiklanir ise

Ali b.Muhammed, halifelerle miicadelelere ¢ikip dncii olma yolunda ilerlemistir.
Isyanin Temel Unsurlar1 Ve Ortaya Cikis Asamasi

Zenci isyaninin temel unsurlari; Zenci Isyanmin lideri Ali b. Muhammed, Zenci
koleler ve isyana katilan diger gruplar olup ¢aligmada kisa bir sekilde bu unsurlara
deginilmek istenmistir. Soyle ki; Zenci isyaninin ortaya ¢ikmasinda lider olan Ali b.
Muhammed, dogdugu kdyde bir siire yasamini idame ettirdikten sonra isyanin ortaya
ciktig1 Basra’ya gelmistir. Kimileri onun nesebinin Fars kokenli, kimileri de Arap
veya Alevi oldugunu sdylese de o, kendi soyunun Hz. Ali’den geldigini bilahare 6ne
stirmiistiir (Demirci, 2021). Nesebinin farkli gosterilmesindeki amag kendi ¢ikarlarini
gerceklestirmek iizerine olup ¢ikarlari dogrultusunda diisiincelerini devlet nezdinde
siir ve yazilarla kaleme alarak anlatmistir. Tiirk komutanlarinin etkili oldugu donemde
Samarra’da olan Ali b. Muhammed, H. 249/M.863’te Bahreyn’e ge¢mistir. Soyunun
Hz. Ali’den geldigini iddia edip aslinda etrafinda topluluk olusturmaya baslamistir.
Sonraki yillarda Basra’ya giden Ali, yine insanlar1 kendi tarafina ¢ekmek i¢in dini
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sembollerle kendisini iliskilendirmistir. Fakat basarili olamayarak ismini degistirip
Bagdat’a gitmistir. Basra’da kaldigi donem sirasinda Zencileri ve onlarin kotii yasam
tarzlarimi gormiis; amaglari dogrultusunda Zenci kdleleri kullanarak efendilere, yer
sahiplerine ve devlete karsi fiili isyanlari alevlendirmistir. Aslinda kendisi akalls,
zeki, kurnaz, egitimli, bir yerin ortamina goére davranan (Baydar, 2007: 20) biri olup
amaglar1 dogrultusunda siyasi kisiliginin de etkisiyle Zenci koleleri yanina ¢ekmis,
karargah ordusu kurarak faaliyetlerine baslamistir. Esitsizlikleri, ahlaksizliklari,
gayrimesru vergileri vb. her firsatta dile getirmeyi ihmal etmeyip Zencilerin bu koti
durumunun Islam’la bagdasmadigini sdyleyip karst ¢ikmistir. Bahreyn, Bagdat ve
Basra’da isyan hazirliklari oldugu yillarda Zeydi isyanlari da giindeme gelmistir.

Isyan1 olusturan bir diger unsur ise Zenci Kéleler olup aslinda isyanin insani
boyutunu teskil etmektedir. Abbasiler zamaninda Islam toplumu genel olarak “havas”
ve “avam” denilen iki tabakadan olusuyordu (Baydar, 2007: 31). Bunun yaninda
Slav, Rum, Zenci mengseleri de i¢inde barindirmistir. Misir, Kuzey Afrika ve Kuzey
Arabistan kole ticaretinin en 6nemli pazarlari idi. Emeviler ve Abbasiler doneminde
kole edinme yollar1 farkli sekillerde olmus, Abbasiler, Islam toplumlari gibi savas
esirliginden faydalanmamistir. Insan giiciine duyulan ihtiyag ile ortaya ¢ikan kole
ticareti Zenci kolelerin Irak bolgesindeki niifusun gogalmasina sebebiyet vermis,
sadece siyahi Zencilerden degil; Kiirt, Tiirk ve Deylemli beyaz kolelerin de niifusunun
arttig1 gorilmiistiir.

3

Isyani anlayabilmek igin Oncelikle “zenci” kelimesinin anlaminin verilmesi
gerekmektedir. Ibn Manzur Lisanu’l-Arab’da “Zenc” kelimesinin hayvanlar igin
kullanildiginda “cok susamak”; insanlar i¢in kullanildiginda da “susuzluktan
bagirsaklar kabiz olup, yemek igmekten kalmak” manasinda Arapga bir kelime ve
Zencilerin de Sudanli bir insan smift oldugunu ifade etmektedir (Baydar, 2007: 33).
Kokeni Farsca ve Arapgaya dayanan kelime Dogu Afrika sahillerinde yasayan irka
verilen ad olmustur. Ancak zamanla bu kelime biitiin siyah Afrikalilar i¢in kullanilir
hale gelmistir. Tiirkler tarafindan siyahi insanlar i¢in Zenci ifadesi kullanilsa da
genellikle Dogu Afrika’dan calistirlmak tzere kolelik igin Irak; Bagdat, Basra,
Samarra’ya getirilen ve Ali b. Muhammed 6nderliginde hareket edip ayaklanan Zenci
koleler i¢in kullanilmistir. Goriildiigii gibi Zenciler, Afrika’da yasayan birkag siyah
irktan sadece birisidir (Baydar, 2007: 35).

Zenciler, kélelik i¢in Irak’a geldiginde islam toplumu igerisinde az niifus
alanima sahipti. Kole ticaretinin gegmisi eskiye dayanmakla birlikte, Misirl
Firavunlar doneminde Afrika’dan kolelerin getirilip c¢alistirildigr goriilmektedir
(Ozer, 2007). Bu donem kéle sayis1 az olsa da Dogu Afrika’daki tiiccarlar tarafindan
satin alinan Zenci koélelerin niifusu kurulan pazarlarla birlikte her gecen giin artmustir.
Dogu Afrika sahillerinden getirilen koleler, genellikle Irak/Basra bdlgesinde
kullanilmak {izere alinmistir. H.I. asirdan H.III. asra kadar Zenci kélelerin, Irak
Ozellikle de Basra’da niifusunun arttigr goriilmektedir. Bunun ortaya ¢ikmasindaki
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neden ise Abbasiler devletinin ekonomik diizeyde iyilesmesi ve dogal olarak halkin
ekonomik giiciiniin, refah diizeyinin artmasi ve galistirtlacak insan giiciine ihtiyactan
kaynaklanmistir. Zenci kdlelerin bir kismu toprakta, bir kismi ev iglerinde bir kismi
ise orduda gorevlendirilerek insan a¢ig1 kapatilmaya calisilmistir. Giiglii, enerjik,
cesur, hastaliklara dayaniklilik gosteren biinyeleri, yenidiinyada iiretilen -6zellikle
de piring- iiriinler hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmalari, efendilerine bagl olmalari onlarin
se¢ilmesinde 6nem arz etmistir.

Kélelik durumundan memnun olmayan Zenciler, isyandan once belirli
zamanlarda bagkaldirma girisimlerinde bulunmustur. Yasanan olaylar kapsaminda
isyanlarin ilki Mus’ab b. Ziibeyr’in olay1 olmakla birlikte ikincisi Haccab b.Yusuf’un
valiligi sirasinda yine Basra yakinlarinda gergeklesmistir. Bu olaylar sonucu birgok
Zenci kiligtan gegirilmistir. Yine Mansur’un hilafeti sirasinda kirk kisilik Zenci grubu
ayaklanarak Furat bolgesinin asag1 béliimiinde yasayanlan siirmiis ve Ubiillii’de
katliam yapmislardi (Baydar, 2007: 39).

Isyanlardaki amag zencilerin kendilerini i¢inde bulundugu kotii sartlardan
kurtarmak olmustur. Zencilerin birgogu geldigi yere donme arzusuyla isyan baslatirken
kimisi de hiirriyetine kavusmak i¢in miicadele etmistir. Isyana katilan kolelerin tam
olarak sayilarinin ne kadar oldugu bilinmese de Abbasi ordusunu ¢ogu yerde hiisrana
ugratacak boyutlarda oldugu goriilmektedir. Ali b.Muhammed’in etrafinda sayica
fazla kole yer alsa da desteklemeyenlerin de oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Ali’nin yaninda
yer alan Zenci koleler kimi kaynaklara gore ii¢ ana grup seklinde ayrilirken kimi
kaynaklara gore de alt1 gruba ayrilmistir (Demirci, 2021).

Siyah irktan kimi toplumlar ve Zencilerin disinda hilafete kizarak isyana katilan
baska gruplarin da oldugu goriilmektedir (Baydar, 2007). Zencilerle anlasarak isyana
katilan Bedevilerden 6rnek verilebilir. Basra’da ¢ikan isyana zencilerle ortak hareket
ederek yardim eden Bedevilerin yaninda igsiz ve avare grubun, isyanda maddi/manevi
biiyiik katkilari olmustur. Keza kdyliilerin yardimi olmasaydi Ali, ordusunun gegimini
bu kadar iyi idame ettiremezdi. Isyana yardim eden siyahi askerler, koylii koleler,
hariciler ve ¢iftliklerden katilanlar, Bedeviler ve komutanlarin yaninda eski Emevi
valisinin torunlar1 da destekte bulunmustur. Tiirk grubu olan Bellaliyye’nin i¢indeki
kisilerde Zencilere katilip destekte bulunmustur.

Sonug itibariyle isyanda etkili olan biiyiik bir kesimin siyahi irktan olan zenci
koleler oldugu goriilse de diger yardim eden gruplarin oldugu da inkar edilemez bir
gercgek olup, Zenci isyanindan bahsederken yalnizca Basra ve Tuzla ¢iftliginde ¢alisan
Zenciler bu isyam gergeklestirdi demek dogru olmayacaktir (Baydar, 2007). Isyanin
altinda yatan iktisadi, ictimai ve siyasi sebeplerin yani sira genel anlamda Basra
¢evresindeki bataklik arazilerinin oldugu ¢iftliklerde galistirilmak {izere insan giiciine
ihtiya¢ duyulmasi Zenci isyaninin ortaya ¢ikmasindaki ana sebep olmustur.

Isyanin ortaya ¢ikmasinda cografi arazi yapismin etkisine bakilacak olursa;
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bolgede bulunan ¢ok sayida bataklik, nehir ve de kanallar bulunmaktadir. Zenci
isyaninin ortaya ¢iktig1 yer, “Basra ile Vasit arasindaki bataklik bolge (Batiha) ile,
Firat ve Dicle’nin birlestigi “Dicletii’l-Avra” (Sattii’l-Arab) denilen, yiizlerce nehir
ve binlerce su kanallartyla oriilii bir cografyadir (Baydar, 2007: 44). Kimisine gore
bozuk ve ¢arpik iktisadi durum isyandaki ana sebepken kimisine gore de zenginlik ve
ekonomik imkanlarin artmasi Zenci isyanini ortaya ¢ikarmistir (Baydar, 2007). Basra
bolgesinde arazilerin durumunun degismesi Afrika’dan yiiz binlerce kdlenin gelmesine
sebebiyet vermistir. Bolgede o donem yalnizca Zenci ayaklanmasi degil Karmatilik
ve Ismaililik hareketleri de yasanmstir (Konak, 2018). ikta sisteminin degismesi,
verimli arazilerin zenginlere gegcmesi vs. Zenci isyanimi kolaylastiran sebepler
olmustur. Mevcut arazi sistemi ve zirai iretimin etkisinin yaninda isyanda etkili olan
insani unsurun Zenciler oldugu gériilmektedir. Isyan1 tetikleyen unsurlarin icinde
Zenci kolelerin kotii yasam sartlari, agir gegim ve ¢alisma ortami da sayilmaktadir.
Genellikle bataklik arazilerinde, ev islerinde ve de orduda ¢aligan Zenci kdolelerin
hiirriyetleri yoktu. Karmlarini doyurabilmek i¢in neredeyse karin tokluguna calisip
ellerine hi¢ para kalmayacak sekilde hayatlarini idameye zorlanmiglardir. Yedikleri
az miktarda yemek onlarin hasta olmasina sebebiyet verecek kadar az ve de yetersiz
miktardaydi. Hatta sitma ve veba gibi hastaliklarin da yayilmasina sebebiyet vermistir.
Buna ilaveten vekillerin agir ¢caligma kosullart ve ig zulmii de tiim bu yasananlara ek
olmustur. Burada bazilarinin dayanamayip ses ¢ikardigi, bas kaldirdigi goriiliir.

Ali b.Muhammed ile Zenci kdolelerin tanismasi ise bu yasananlar vesilesiyle
olmustur. Isyan i¢in konusmalar yapan Ali b.Muhammed zencilerin ¢alisma yasamini,
gordiikleri zulmii, kotii yasam sartlar1 gibi olaylar dile getirmistir. Isyan1 hazirlayan
en 6nemli sebeplerden birisi arazi yapisinin degismesi, verimli topraklarin zenginlerin
eline gecmesi ve ihtiyag duyduklari insan giicliyle birlikte zencilerin bu bdlgelere
gelmesi olmustur. Ali b.Muhammed’in de etkisiyle isyanlar hiz kesmeden devam
etmistir. Isyam kolaylastiran sebepler arasinda merkezi idarenin zayifligi ve Sii
isyanlar1 yer almaktadir (Demirci, 2021: 78).

Abbasi devletinde Tiirk komutanlarin hilafetin giiciinden daha iistiin konuma
gelmeleri merkezi otoriteyi zayiflatmistir. Sik sik halife degisimleri merkezi, kaosa
siiriiklemistir. Iste Zenci isyan1 siyasi giiciin zay1fladig1 ve istikrarin kayboldugu boyle
bir ortamda, Muhtedi zamaninda (H.255) baglamis, Mu’temid zamaninda (H.256-
279/M.870-892) yayilmis ve ancak on dort yil sonra bastirilabilmistir (Baydar,
2007: 44). Ali b.Muhammed bu siyasi kaosta rahat hareket edebilecegini diigiinmiis,
ikinci olarak da bagimsizlik hareketlerini takip edip arkasindan giderek planlarini
olusturmustur. Ali’nin ilerlemesini saglayan bir diger etken Sii kokenli isyanlar
olmustur. Ciinkii bunlar hem devleti mesgul etmis hem de Ali’nin etrafina isyanci
kisileri toplamasina 6n ayak olmustur. Zenci isyaninin vuku buldugu donem sadece
bu olayla degil Sii kokenli isyanlarla da bagimsizlik miicadeleleri ortaya gikmustir.
Goriilir ki digerleri gibi Zenci isyanlar1 da Ali b.Muhammed 6nderliginde yapilmis
ve yayillmistir.
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Ali b.Muhammed etrafina taraftar toplamak i¢in, Hz. Ali’nin soyundan geldigini
vurgulamis ayrica kisisel 6zelliklerinin de etkisiyle ¢ogu insan1 kendi yanina ¢ekmeyi
basarmistir. Bunun yaninda dini kullanarak Zencileri efendilerine kars1 kigkirtmus,
kutsal degerleri istismar etmistir. Bu noktada Hz. Muhammed’in ve Islam dininin
kélelere yaklasimi konusunda; Islam dininde zorlama, agir yasam sartlarinda
calistirilma ve temel ihtiyaglardan mahrum birakma gibi hususlar bulunmamaktadir.
Tiim bunlardan da anlasilacagi iizere isyami kolaylastiran ve hazirlayan sebepler
dogrultusunda Ali b.Muhammed’inde liderligiyle isyan, Basra ¢evresinde on bes yil

kadar stirmiistiir.

Isyanin Ortaya Cikmasi ve Gelisim Siireci:

Ali b.Muhammed’in 6nceki yillarda Basra yakinlarinda konakladig: yerde Zenci
kolelerle tanigsma siireci gergeklesmis olup; arazi sahiplerine ve hilafete bagkaldirigin
ilk adimin1 atmaya burada karar vermistir. Hemen harekete gecen Ali b. Muhammed
Zenci kolelerle de siirekli temas halinde bulunmay1 eksik etmemistir. Kendisini ilk
olarak “Emirii’l-Miiminin’ olarak tanitan Ali; faaliyetlerini ilk etapta gizli yiiriiterek
etrafindaki insani destek sayisini ¢ogaltmay1 amaglamistir. Gosterdigi hiirmetkar tutum
ve davranislariyla da isyani baglatan Zencilerin gonliinde taht kurmay1 basarmustir.
Mamafih cezp edici bu vaatler ve davraniglarla kisa siirede Ali’nin etrafinda ¢ok
sayida Zenci kodle toplanmaya baslamistir. Artik dayanamayip 6zgiirliigiine kavusmak
icin kagan Zenci kolelerin Ali b.Muhammed’e siginmalari sahiplerini rahatsiz etmistir.
Geri donmeleriyle ilgili isteklerde bulunulsa da Ali, onlar1 geri vermeyerek zenci
kolelerinde Ali’den bagka siginacak yolunun kalmadigini gostermistir.

Dini sembollerle de kendini bagdastiran Ali b.Muhammed; hem goniilleri hos
ediyor hem de iletisimin kuvvetli olmasi ig¢in Arapga bilmeyen koleleri bile bilenlerle
entegre etmeyi amagliyordu. Akabinde Zenciler ve Himyeri arasindaki olayin meydana
gelmesi Ali’nin tarafinda olan ve olmayanlar arasinda ortaya ¢ikan ilk kargilagsma
olmustur. Edinilen bu kazanimla birlikte Ali ve Zencilerden olusan ordusuna giiven
gelmis, bu basari ile gerekli techizatlart temin igin belli bashi kdyler yagmalanmaya
gidilmistir. Insanlar1 katledip ganimetleri ele gecirmeleri onlarin giiciine gii¢ katarken
o bolgelerde yasayan insanlar Zenci liderlerinin huzuruna giderek yardim talebinde
bulunmuslardir. Bunun iizerine birgok Zenci kiligtan gegirilmis, esir edilenler ise
liderin emirleri dogrultusunda Sldiiriilmiistiir. Goriiliir ki isyanci Zencilerin diizenli
Abbasi ordusuyla ilk kez karsilagmalari bu olaylarin yaganmasi sonucu olmustur.

Edindigi basarilar Ali b.Muhammed’e birgok diisman kazandirmisti. Hal
bdyle olunca kendini ve ordusunu koruma amagh istihbarat toplama yolunu segip
diismanlarindan bir nebzede olsa korunmay1 yegliyordu. Arazilerin bataklik, seker
kamis1 ve hurmalik olmasi durumu da pusu kurmak i¢in uygun kosullarin dogal
olarak olustugunu gostermektedir. Bu da Ali’nin basarisina basar1 katmis, her gittigi
yerde ¢evre nehir ve kdyleri yagmalamalari sonucu ¢ok sayida mal ve teghizata da
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kavusmustur. Aslinda Ali b.Muhammed’in amaci1 Basra’daki zengin schirleri ele
gecirmekti. Bu dogrultuda hareket ederken kalabalik halk grubu Zencilere saldirmistir.
Ik etapta geri cekilen Zenciler, Basralilarin ani saldirisiyla kiligtan gecirilmis ve
biiyiilk bir zafiyete ugramiglardir. Basra halkinin direnisiyle Zencilerin gemileri
yagmalanmis, Ali b.Muhammed ise Zencilerin karamsar diisiincelerinin Oniine
gegebilmek igin basta zafiyet sayisini vermemistir. Ancak yinede basarisiz olundugu
goriilmektedir. flerleyen zamanlara gelindiginde Ali b.Muhammed tarafindan bu kez
Basra ordusu tuzaga disiiriilmiis, bir kismu 6ldiiriiliirken bir kism1 da katliama maruz
kalmistir. Ali b.Muhammed liderligindeki bu savas, Zenci isyant1 agisindan bir doniim
noktas1 olmustur (Baydar, 2007: 64).

Zencilerin bu basarisi artik Basra halki tarafindan hafife alinamayacak kadar
biiyiik olmustur. Ayaklanmanin iistesinden gelemeyen Basra halki halifeden yardim
talep etmistir. Yardim talebi iizerine bolgeye vali atamasi gergeklestirilmistir. Bu
sirada Ali’de Basra sehir merkezi hedefini ele gecirmek i¢in gemi ticaret mallarini
yagmalama ve yollar1 kesme girisimlerinde bulunmustur. Béylece Ali b.Muhammed
sadece toprak tizerinde degil denizlerde de korkulan biri haline gelmistir.

Isyanin yayilmasi asamasina geldigimizde: Aslinda Ali b.Muhammed Basra’da
sehir merkezini ele gecirmeyi hedefliyordu. Ama oncelikle bélgenin limanlarindan
olan Ubiille’ye ydnelmis; hem karadan hem denizaltindan saldirarak Ubiille’yi ele
gecirmistir. Ubiille halkindan ¢ok sayida insan ya kiligtan gegirilmis ya da denizde
bogularak can vermisti. Ali ve Zenci ordusu duruma miidahale ederek Ahvaza gitmis
ve Zenciler gelene kadar halk ve asker sehri bosaltmistir. Yagmalarla gitgide kalkinan
ve kuvvetlenen Zenciler igin Basra’da karsi ¢ikacak askeri bir gii¢ bulunmuyordu.
Tiirk komutanlar1 ve Zenciler arasinda bir arbede yasanmis ve zenciler hapsolsa da
bir sonu¢ elde edilememistir. Cilinkii Zenciler sabaha karsi askerlerin ¢ogunu 6ldiiriip
karargahi atese vermistir. Giic miicadelesi sonunda Tiirkler, halife Muhtedi’yi
makamindan indirip, yerine Mu’temid Alallah Ahmed b. Miitevekkil’i H.15 Recep
256/M.18 Haziran 870°de halife olarak segmistir.

Zencileri bastirmak icin gelen Abbasi ordusunun yenilgiye ugramasi Ali
b.Muhammed’e firsat yaratmis ve daha temkinli olarak Basra’ya girmesine On
ayak olmustur. Zenci kolelerin Basra’ya girmesinin nedenini diigiindiigiimiizde,
efendilerinin genellikle o bdlgelerde yasamasi, kotli yasam kosullariin o bdlgede
daha ¢ok olmasi zencilerin intikam almak i¢in o bolgeye yonelmesine sebebiyet
vermistir. Ali b.Muhammed Basra i¢in bazi tedbirleri almay1 denemistir ve bu da
sonug vererek Basrali halkin bdlgeyi terk etmesi ile sonug¢lanmistir. Bunun yaninda
erzak yollar1 kapatilmis, kafileler ve kervanlar diizensiz hale gelmistir. Kisacas1 zenci
lideri Basra’ya karsi bir ¢esit ekonomik ve askeri ambargo uygulamistir. Basrali
yoneticilerin yeterli tedbiri alamamasidan 6tiirli isyanct Zenciler kolayca sehrin
kenar mahallelerine girebilmistir. Hazirliklar1 biten Ali b.Muhammed ve taraflari
isyan1 baglatmis, her taraf yakilip/yikilip 6nlerine ¢ikan herkes dldiiriilmiistiir.
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Zenci koleler isyan sirasinda Kelimeyi Sahadet getirerek isyani siirdiirmiis,
bolgede bulunanlar kiligtan gegirilmis, ¢ok az kisi kurtulmustur. Isyancilarmn sehirde
acimasiz hareket etmelerinin yaninda birde istiine bolgede yangin ¢ikmasi cabasi
olmustur. Insanlar hem 6ldiirmiis hem de yagmalanmustir. Birkag giin siiren bu katliam;
kitlik ve aglikla, yagmalamalarla, kadin ve kizlarin esir alinmasiyla devam etmistir.
Kiymm ve katliamin ardindan Ali b.Muhammed bdlgeden ayrilip bataklik bolgeye geri
donmiis, geriye kalan halk ise canlarini kurtarmak i¢in kagmaya baslamistir. Mes udi,
bu saldir1 ve baskinda Zencilerin Basra’da ii¢ yiiz bin insan1 katlettigini yazmaktadir.
Fakat diger kaynaklarda da goriiliir ki ne zaman bakimindan ne de te¢hizat bakimindan
bu miimkiin degildir.

Koyden ayrilan Ali b.Muhammed, yaninda bélgede yasayan halki da gotiirtip
Zencilere kole olarak dagitmistir. Hz. Ali’nin soyundan geldigi sdylenen Ali’nin
yine o soydan gelen insanlari cariye/kole/hizmetci yapmasi ¢ok gariptir. Basra’da
meydana gelen bu isyanlar bolgede yasayan insanlarin hem psikolojik olarak hem de
fizyolojik olarak olumsuz yonde etkilenmesine sebebiyet vermistir. Olenlerin yaninda
sag kalanlarda kole olarak dagitilmisgtir. Kisacast Basra’nin disiisiiyle efendiler kole;
koleler efendi olmuslardir.

Zencilerin bu isyandaki basarisi onlar i¢in biiyiik bir zafer olsa da Abbasi devleti
i¢in ¢ok biiyiik bir yikimdir. Keza iilkenin diger bolgelerinde de isyanlarin baglamasina,
halkin Giiney Irak’taki devlete giiveninin kirllmasia ve timidini kesmesine neden
olmustur. Biitin bunlara ek olarak baktigimizda Zenciler Basra bdlgesine nigin
katliamlar yapmistir? Bu soruya dort baglik altinda cevap verilebilir. Birincisi, kole
olarak calisan zencilerin efendileri tarafindan hor goriilmeleri, ¢alisma kosullarinin
kot olmasi nedeniyle temel yasamsal haklarindan mahrum olmalart onlarin kin ve
nefret beslemesine sebebiyet vermistir. ikincisi, isyanci Zencilerin kendilerini giiglii
gostermek i¢in girdigi ¢abalarin bir sonucu olarak isyan meydana gelmis olabilir.
Uciinciisii, o bdlgenin zenginliginin ele gegirilmek istenmesi olabilir. Son olarak, aile
ortamindan mahrum kalan kélelerin merhamet duygulariin olmamasi buna ek olarak
Bedevi ruhunun yansimasi olarak katliam ve isyanlarin ortaya ¢iktig1 sdylenebilir.

Abbasi hilafeti biiyiik kayiplara ugradigi bu yikim karsisinda harekete gecmis
fakat ¢ok da etkili olamamuistir. Gorevlendirilen komutan Miiflihin ordusuyla birlikte
karargdh kurmasinin ardindan Ali b.Muhammed’de karsiliksiz kalmayip zenci
kolelerin saldiriya gegmesini emretmistir. Yapilan savasta da yine Zenci kolelerin
zaferle ayrildigi goriilmektedir. Muvaffak ile girilen isyanda ise Zenci liderinin
komutan1 yakalanmig ve oldiiriilmistiir. Yahya’nin 6ldiiriilmesi Ali b.Muhammedi
ve taraflart olan isyanci Zencileri yasa bogmustu. Ciinkii bataklik bolgede kontrolii
komutan Yahya saglamust1. ilerleyen yillarda salgin hastalik ve vebanin artmasi ile
bolgeden ayrilan Muvaffak ¢ok giiclii bir ordu ile geri dénmeyi amaglamistir. Tki
taraf yeniden savasa girmis ilk etapta durum Muvaffak ve ordusunun lehine olurken
sonrasinda isyanci Zenciler iistiin gelmistir. Yasanan bu olayla bir¢ok insan hayatini
kaybetmistir.
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Ahvaz ile isyanci Zenciler arasinda da miicadelenin oldugu goriiliir. Zencileri
hezeyana ugratan ve bolgeden kagiran kisi ise Miiflih olmustur. Zencilerin
bazilar1 kagmayr basarsa da ¢ok sayida isyanci Zenci oldiirilmiistiir, kalanlart
da esir alinmigtir. Abbasi ordusunun zencilerin gemilerine el koymasi, techizat
sevkiyatlarinin engellenmesi vb. yaptirimlar dogrultusunda Zencileri {i¢ bdlgeden
sikistirma plani basarili olmustur. Sonralari iki Tiirk komutanin bertaraf edilmesinden
sonra isyanct Zenciler saklandiklart yerden ¢ikmislardir. Ve bahsedilen bolgelerde
rahatca faaliyetlerde bulunmuslardir. Ateskes anlagsmalari ve Abbasi kuvvetinin
yetersiz olmasi ile isyanci Zencilerin hareket alani genislemis ve boylece katliamlarda
bulunmustur. Vasit, Zencilerin eline gecince Bagdat’a biraz daha yaklasmalar
miimkiin olmustur. Artik Vasit o zamana kadar Zencilerin kuzeyde ulastiklari en ug
nokta olmustur. Anlagsmazliklar uzlasma sonucunda ¢oziilmiistiir.

Zenciler arazileri kontrol altina alinca Abbasi devleti ekonomik olarak maddi
sikintiya girmistir. Kanal agmak i¢in liderlerinden izin alan isyanct Zenciler bolgeye
gittiklerinde ani bir baskin ile 6ldiriilmiistiir. Cerceraya’ya da saldiran zenciler
bu dogrultuda Bagdat’a iyice yaklasmislardir. Saffariler ve Abbasilerle girilen
miicadelede Saffarileri yenilip Ahvaz’a ¢ekilmesi iizerine ii¢lii miicadele baglamuis;
Saffariler ile Zenciler yakinlasmistir. Fakat diizenlenen ani baskinla zafiyetler ortaya
¢ikmistir. Bunun gibi bir¢ok miicadele verilmistir. Anlasildig1 {izere ortaya g¢ikan
zorunluluklar taraflari ittifak kurmaya zorlamistir. Kiirtlerle ortaya ¢ikan miicadelede
Muhammed’in adamlar1 Zencileri yalniz birakmig Zencilerde oldukga biiyiik zafiyete
ugramistir.

Isyanin yayildig1 alan ve sebeplerine bakacak olursak: Basra yakilarinda
baslayan Zenci isyani, H.265/M.879’da artik en genis sinirlara ulagmistir. On yil
devam eden bu isyan Zencilerin hakimiyet alanin1 Basra’dan Bagdat’a tasimistir. Isyan
bolgeyi cografi, ekonomik olarak koétii etkilemis, 6liimler ve esir zafiyetleri yaganmus,
kadinlar ve kizlar kolelige/cariyelige siiriiklenmistir. Genis alanda meydana gelen
isyan hem Abbasi devletinde hem de Bagdat’ta giivenlik problemlerini de beraberinde
getirmistir. Genellikle deniz ticareti ve ¢iftliklerin oldugu bolgede ortaya ¢ikan isyan
baska alanlara da yayilim gdstermistir. Isyan edilen alanlar fakirlesirken Zencilerin

kurduklar sehir hizla yiikselise gegmistir.

Isyanin Bastirilmasi ve Sonuclar

Abbasilerin doguda ve batida birbirinden farkli isyanlarla miicadele etmesi
Zenci isyaninin belli bir cografyada degil de birgok alanda niifus etmesine sebebiyet
vermistir. Sii ve Harici isyanlar1 bu isyanlarin en 6nemlilerini olustururken Abbasilerin
en gbozde sehri Basra’yi, Zenci isyanini olusturan kitle hakimiyeti altina almistir.
269/881 yilinin basinda bolgeye tekrar gelen Muvaffak, Zencilerle miicadeleye girmis
ve zencilerin bagsehri olan Muhtara’y1 hakimiyeti altina almistir. Aslinda Zencilerin
de Abbasi devletinin biitin imkanlarmi kullanip/firsat bilmesi ac¢tig1 su kanallari,
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barajlar vb.den anlasilmaktadir. Ik baslarda yara alan Muvaffak, 270/883 yilinda
tekrar ordunun bagina gegmis ve bu zamana kadar komuta ettigi saldirilardan en giiglii
olanini baglatarak dort ay siiren siddetli ¢atismalarin ardindan sehri ele gegirmeyi
basarmistir (Ulu, 2022: 85).

Zenci olmayan lider dnciiliigiinde baglatilan ve 14 y1l siiren Zenci isyani sonunda
bastirilmistir. Tiim bu olan bitenin ardindan Zenci lideri Ali b. Muhammed, Muvaffak’in
kararli ilerleyisi neticesinde Oldiiriildiigiinde 48 yasindaydi. Ali b.Muhammed
oldiigiinde etrafinda kimsenin kalmadigi goriilmiistiir. Ali b.Muhammed’in 14 yil
siiren isyan siirecinde basarilarin yaninda basarisizliklara da rastlamak miimkiindiir.
Koleleri bir araya getiren Ali b.Muhammed, diger gruplari bir araya toplayamamuistir.
Isyanc1 Zencilere koyliilerin ve bdlgedeki iscilerin yardim ettigi goriilmektedir (Ulu,
2022). Insani giig ihtiyacinin giderilmesi i¢in Dogu Afrika’dan getirilen Zenci koleler
azinlik Ol¢iitiinlin ortaya ¢ikmasi ile dini temelli diismanlik ortaya ¢ikmistir. Beyaz
ve siyahlar arasindaki anlagsmazliklar, hilafet tarafindan zencilerin hor goriilmesi gibi
sorunlar da yasanmistir. Bedevilerle Zencilerin isbirligi yapmalari ilk etapta iyi bir
miittefiklik durumunu gosterse de ilerleyen donemlerde iligkiler kotiillesmistir.

Abbasi hilafeti agisindan Zencilerle miicadele eden ve iki tarafa da yonelen
Abbasi devleti basarisiz olmustur. Isyanin dngériilemez sekilde yayilmast ile ticari
ve iktisadi anlamda yonetimde sorunlar ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu noktada Tolunogullari
askeri ve mali zafiyet agisindan 6rnek olarak gosterilebilir (Ulu, 2022). Abbasilerin
Zenci isyanini bastirdiktan sonraki siiregte kendi i¢indeki ayrigmalarla bas edemedigi
goriilmistiir (Ulu, 2022). Sosyal ve iktisadi agidan isyanin 6nemine bakildiginda
ise; toplumsal hayat lizerine kitlelerin yer degistirmesine neden olmus, yasanan
saldirilar neticesinde bolge halki yanlarina bir sey dahi almayarak canlarini
kurtarmaya ¢alismiglardir. Bolgede yasayanlarin ayrilmasi {izerine ticari faaliyetlerde
durma meydana gelmis, giftliklerine geri donen arazi sahipleri de belli bir siire kdle
calistirmamay1 amag edinmistir. Bu yiizden Afrika’dan alinan kéle sayilarinda azalma
bu dogrultuda da ticarette zayiflama meydana gelmistir. Uzun yillardir siirmiis olan
Zenci isyaninin ortaya ¢ikardigi olumsuz gelismeleri bir anda ortadan kaldirmak
miimkiin degildir. Donem geregi Abbasiler isyanin etkilerini azaltmaya ve de isyani
hizla bastirmaya calissa da farkli donemlerde o toplumda var olan gruplarin yarattigi

unsurlar isyan1 beslemistir.

Sonuc¢

Abbasiler doneminde genel olarak Irak/Bagdat’ta 6zel olarak ise ilk etapta
Basra, Samarra, Ahvaz gibi bolgelerde meydana gelen Zenci isyaninin ortaya ¢ikisi
insan giiciine duyulan ihtiyagtan kaynaklanmigtir. Bu noktada Basra bolgesindeki
bataklik arazileri ve biiyiik ¢iftliklerde ¢alistirilmak tizere Dogu Afrika’dan getirilen
Zenci koleler Ali b.Muhammed’in de yardimi ile on dort yil boyunca Abbasi
doneminde bu isyani siirdiirmiistiir. Isyanin ortaya c¢ikmasinda oncii olan Zenci
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isyaninin lideri Ali b.Muhammed, kélelerin yasadigi zorlu hayat kosullarini, yagamsal
faaliyetlerinin engellendigini kendi amag¢ ve ¢ikarlart dogrultusunda dile getirerek
isyan1 alevlendirmistir. Bunu yaparken de hem dini sembolleri (Hz. Ali’den geldigini
iddia etmektedir) hem yazdig: siirleri hem de Zencileri savunmasiyla birgok kisiyi
yanma cekebilmistir. Isyan1 olusturan bir diger unsur olan Zenci kéleler ise insani
boyutu olusturup farkli menseiler ve gruplardan meydana gelmektedir. Aslinda Dogu
Afrika’dan getirilen zencilerin kéle olmak gibi bir talebi yoktu. Hatta bu dogrultuda
kiigiik ayaklanmalara da kalkismiglardi. Ancak bir anda bunu basaramamis 14 yil
stiregelen isyanlarla hem Abbasi devletini hem de bdlgede yasayan halkin fizyolojik
ve psikolojik agidan durumlarini olumsuz yonden etkilemistir.

Isyanlarin nedenleri kotii hayat kosullari, istenmeyerek ¢alistirilma, agir gegim
sikintis1 ve ¢aligma ortami gibi faktorler neticesinde olusmustu. Isyani hazirlayan en
onemli sebeplerden birisi ise arazi yapisinin degisip verimli topraklarin zenginlerin
eline gegmesiyle insan giiciine duyulan ihtiya¢ olmustu. Merkezi idarenin zayifligi
ve Sii isyanlar da kolaylastiric1 sebepler arasinda gésterilebilir. Ozel anlamda ¢alisma
konumuz olan kisinin rolii {izerinden Ali b.Muhammed’in ayaklanmada oldukga
biiyiik etkisi goriiliir. Zenci koleler bu ayaklanmay1 tek basina gikaramayacaklari
gibi c¢ikarsalar dahi tam anlamiyla bu kadar organize sekilde yiiriitemeyecekleri
ortadadir. Lider Ali b.Muhammed’in kilit rolii Zenci isyaninda goriilmektedir. Bunu
karsiliksiz yapmadig1 ortadadir.

Ali b.Muhammed’in amaci Basra’daki sehir merkezini ele gecirmek olup bu
dogrultuda yavas yavas belli basli bolgelerden baslayarak kiyimlar ve katliamlar
yapmustir. Zenci kolelere ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda vur emri vererek Basra’ya siireg
icinde daha fazla yaklagmistir. Zenci isyanini gorevlendirmede Muvaffak ile
arasinda birden fazla miicadele olmussa da en sonunda Muvaffakin galip gelip Ali
b.Muhammed’in de 6ldiiriilmesiyle isyan bastirilmistir.

Sonug olarak, Zencilerin isyana kalkisabilmesinde Ali b.Muhammed’in verdigi
cesaret bolgede yasayan halkin zor durumda kalmasina, topraklarini terk edip gog
etmesine neden olmustur. Zenci kdlelerin de kolelik durumundan kagmak igin isyana
bagvurmalart onlar agisindan kurtulus yolu olarak segilse de Abbasi devletinin,
yonetimin, halkin ve hatta Giiney Irak disindaki bélgelerin de isyandan basta
psikolojik olmak iizere, iktisadi, ekonomik, askeri, ticari ve tabi fizyolojik anlamda
hezeyanlara ugramasina neden olmustur.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Zanj Rebellion that emerged in Baghdad during the Abbasid period has been
orchestrated by Ali b.Muhammad who claimed to be descended from Ali, the son-
in-law of Prophet Muhammad. Such rebellion led by a non-Black person played a
leading role in the black uprising is good case to comprehend the intra-social power
struggle in the context of historicity and an important reference in understanding
the passive role of the African ethnic group in this power struggle in the Baghdad
cosmopolitanism of the period. In H.255/A.869, the emergence of the Black people’s
rebellion, namely Zanj Rebellion, took place in Irag/Baghdad in general and in Basra,
Samarra and Ahwaz in particular during the Abbasid period, stemmed from the need
for manpower. At this point, the Black slaves brought from East Africa to work in
the swampy lands and large farms in the Basra region continued this rebellion for
fourteen years during the Abbasid period with the help of Ali b. Muhammad. Ali b.
Muhammad, the leader of the Black people’s rebellion, who was the initiator of the
rebellion, ignited the it by expressing the harsh living conditions of the slaves and
the obstruction of their vital activities in line with his own goals and interests. Ali B.
Muhammed created a military and financial burden on the Abbasids by revolting the
black slaves, became the main actor in the disintegration of the Abbasids and the end
of the old glorious periods of the southern regions.

The aim of Ali b.Muhammad was to seize the city center in Basra, and in this
direction, he made massacres and slaugher, starting from certain regions gradually.
He got closer to Basra in the process by ordering the black slaves to shoot in line with
their interests. He was able to attract many people with the use of religious symbols
(he claimed to be descended from the Prophet Ali), the poems he wrote and his
defense of the Black people. Black slaves, another element of the rebellion, represent
the human aspect of the rebellion and belong to different origins and groups. These
people, in fact, did not demand to be slaves when they were brought to the area. They
even attempted small uprisings to refuse it before the rebellion.

In the end, the rebellious Zanj has put Baghdad in trouble in terms of security,
and the leader of this uprising, Although there was more than one struggle between
him and Muvaffak in assigning the black rebellion, the rebellion was suppressed
when Muvaffak was victorious, Ali b.Muhammad, failed in his attempts to build their
own dominance, and the uprising ended in H.270 / M.883 with the murder of Ali.
The magnitude of such revolt was so significant, since it had adversely influenced
administration, commercial activities, military and economic structure of Baghdad.
The rebellions that lasted for 14 years negatively affected both the Abbasid state and
the physiological and mental conditions of the people who lived in the region. As a
result, the courage given by Ali b.Muhammad in the rebellion of the Black people
caused the people living in the region to be in a difficult situation and to leave their
lands and migrate.
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Although the rebellion of the black slaves to escape from slavery was chosen
as the way of salvation for them, it caused the Abbasid state, the administration, the
people and even the regions outside of Southern Iraq to suffer from the rebellion,
especially in psychological, economic, economic, military, commercial and natural
physiological senses.

The aim of Ali b.Muhammad was to seize the city center in Basra, and in this
direction, he made massacres and slaugher, starting from certain regions gradually.
He got closer to Basra in the process by ordering the black slaves to shoot in line with
their interests. Although there was more than one struggle between him and Muvaffak
in assigning the black rebellion, the rebellion was suppressed when Muvaffak was
victorious and Ali b. Muhammed was killed in the end.

As a result, the courage given by Ali b.Muhammad in the rebellion of the
Blacks caused the people living in the region to be in a difficult situation and to leave
their lands and migrate. Although the rebellion of the black slaves to escape from
slavery was chosen as the way of salvation for them, it caused the Abbasid state, the
administration, the people and even the regions outside of Southern Iraq to suffer from
the rebellion, especially in psychological, economic, economic, military, commercial
and natural physiological senses.
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YAYIN DEGERLENDIRME

IYILiK YUOREK iSTER: “iYiLiK YOLUNDA ETiYOPYA”, FECR
YAYINLARI: ANKARA*

(Haci ibrahim Mutlu)

KINDNESS TAKES COURAGE: “ETHIOPIA ON THE PATH OF KINDNESS”

Hact Ibrahim Mutlu (2018), Lyilik Yiirek Ister: “Iyilik Yolunda
Etiyopya”, Ankara: Fecr Yayinlar

Zafer SARI**

Bu calismada 2017 yilinda Ankara Fecr Yaymlar tarafindan basilan Iyilik
Yolunda Uzaklar Yakin eseri ile Tiirkiye Yazarlar Birligi tarafindan gezi dalinda y1lin
en iyi eseri 6diiliinii alan Hac1 Ibrahim Mutlu’nun ikinci eseri olan fyilik Yiirek Ister:
“lyilik Yolunda Etiyopya” adh kitabi ele alinmaktadir. 17 béliim ve 208 sayfadan
olusan s6z konusu eser 2018 yilinda yine Fecr Yaynlari tarafindan basilmistir.

Yazar kitabin1 kendi deyimiyle “Iyilik Mesalesini” kendinden sonra da en iicra, en
mazlum cografyalara tasiyacaklarina emin oldugu evlatlarina, torunlarina ve gelecek
nesillerine adamistir. Yazarin dile getirdigi bu ithaf kisminin ardindan yazarla 90’1
yillardan beri tanigiklig1 olan ve kendisini yazarin iyilik yolunda birlikte mesafeler kat
ettigi bir yol arkadasi olarak tanimlayan Selim Cerrah tarafindan yazilan kitap takdimi
ve Hulusi G6lpinar tarafindan kaleme alinan aslinda kitabin ana temasinin da bir 6zeti
sayilabilecek Afrika Erenleri siiri yer almaktadir.

Bu takdimde ayni1 zamanda Mutlu’nun yakin arkadas1 olan Cerrah yazarm Ismet
Ozel’in Mataramda Tuzlu Su adh siirinden esinlenerek “Kendini uzun yola ¢ikmaya
hiikiimlii saymis” biri olarak tamimladigini belirtmektedir. Nitekim yazar kitaba
kendi dogum animi anlatarak baslamis ve babasinin onu ilk gordiigiinde soyledigi
dua ve nasihat seklindeki sozlerinin rehberliginde birgok seyahate ¢ikmis, gdzlem
ve deneyimlerini bize aktarmustir. Kitabin 131. sayfasinda yer alan “Insanlarin
en hayirlist insanlara faydali olandir” hadisini kendisine diistur edinen Mutlu, bu
seyahatlerde kutlu bir iyilik yolunda oldugunu vurgulamakta ve buradan yola ¢ikarak
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adlandirdigimi diisiindiigiimiiz Lyilik Yiirek Ister: “Iyilik Yolunda Etiyopya” adli eseri
okuyucusunun begenisine sunmaktadir.

Kitapta yalin ve samimi bir dil kullanilmis ve oykiileyici anlatim bigimi
benimsenmistir. Olay Orgiisii birinci agizdan aktarilmaktadir. Deyim ve atasozlerine
sik bir bicimde yer verilmistir. Yazar Kur’an’dan ve Necip Fazil, Ismet Ozel, Cahit
Zarifoglu ve Nurettin Topgu gibi {inlii sair ile yazarlardan alintilar yaparak kendi
diistincelerini destekleyici bir tavir igine girmistir. Bu yazarlara duydugu yakinliktan
Mutlu'nun muhafazakar goriis ve tslup benimsedigi soylenebilir. Bu alintilar
okuyucu i¢in yeni sair ve yazarlarla tanisma agisindan bir vesile olusturmaktadir.
Kitabin boliimler halinde olmasi akilda kaliciligi ve siirekliligi artirmistir. Zaman
zaman yer verilen ¢izimler ise olay orgiisiiniin ve karakterlerin hedef kitlenin zihninde
anlamlandirilmasina yardimeci olmus fakat bir diger yoniiyle de hayal giiciine gem
vurmustur.

Kitapta Bati’nin Afrika iilkeleri iizerine nasil ve hangi yollarla yayildig1 Etiyopya
lizerinden anlatilarak gosterilmistir. Ulkede bulunan dogal kaynaklarin yerel halkin
ve insanligin ¢ikarina sunulmasi bahanesiyle emperyalist giigler tarafindan bolgenin
maddi ve manevi anlamda isgaline deginilmistir. Kiiresel sermayenin sivil toplum
orgiitlerinin arkasina siginarak yardim eli gotiirdiigii Afrika’da yiriittiigi projeler
ve misyonerlik caligmalarindan bahsedilmektedir. Tim bu durumlarin yarattig
toplumsal catismalar ve bozulan ekolojik dengeler gibi konulara da yer verilmis, 15.
yiizyildan bu yana klasik kolelikten modern kolelige evrilen Afrika somiirgeciligi
realitesi vurgulanmistir. Boylelikle okuyucunun konu hakkinda genel bir fikir sahibi
olmasi saglanabilmektedir.

Eserde Mutlu ve arkadaslarmin kendilerinden yardim isteyen bir grup yerli
halkla yabanci bir maden sirketinin Etiyopya’da tam da bir onceki paragrafta
anlatilan faaliyetlerine karsi birlikte sergiledikleri baskaldir1 esnasindaki anilarina
yer verilmigtir. Kitabin arka kapaginda yer alan yazida bu bagkaldir1 su sekilde
aciklanmaktadir: Yoksul insanlarin yalnizca karni degil akil ve gonlii de doyurulmali;
diinyada var olan olaylara yalnizca ekonomik olarak bakilmamali; en yakinindan
baslanilarak uzak cografyalara da temel ihtiyaclar disinda ilim, bilim ve farkli ve
saglam bakis acilar1 da tasinmali; gelecek nesillere yerli, milli ve bagimsiz olarak
somiirgeye karst durulmasi gerektigi hatirlatilmalidir. Bu ¢ergevede Afrika’da gerek
devlet eliyle gerekse bireysel ya da orgiitsel olarak Bati’nin aksine isler yapan
ilkemizin faaliyetleri 6vgiiyle anlatilmig ve Afrika—Tiirkiye iligkilerinin bu cografya
icin 6nemine vurgu yapilmustir. Bu iligkilerin her iki iilkeye ait bireylerin géziinden
aktarilmasi objektifligi artirmistir.

Ulkeler arasi tarihe (bagimsizligin kazanilmasr), kiiltiirel benzerlikler ve ortak
degerlere (Islam dinine) yer verilerek Tiirk elinin yardimiyla maden sirketinin yenilgisi
coskulu bir dille anlatilarak okuyucu ile Afrika arasinda goniil bagi kurulmaya
calistlmistir. Yazarin bdylelikle yasam felsefesini ve amacini hitap ettigi kitleye
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aktivist bir sekilde empoze etmeye calistigi eser Afrikali bir cocugun kendinden emin
“Bunu pargaladik, siradaki gelsin” ciimlesiyle sona ermektedir.

Sonug olarak eserin baski sayisini referans aldigimizda yazarin hedefledigi
genis kitlelere heniiz sesini duyuramadigini gérmekteyiz. Yazarin muhafazakar bir
tavir iginde olmasinin da bu duruma bir hayli etki ettigini diisiinmekteyiz. Kullanilan
dilin yalin ve samimi olmas esere sicak bir hava katsa da eserin edebi yonii oldukg¢a
zaylf kalmaktadir. Belki de bu durumun kendisi de farkinda olan yazarin bahsi
gegen sair ve yazarlardan bir¢ok alinti yapmasi edebi olarak kitabi zenginlestirmek
istemesindendir. Ayrica bu durum 6zgiin bir eser olusturmanin 6niinde bize gore bir
engel teskil etmektedir.

Anilardan olusan bu eser bir gezi yazisi niteligi de tasimaktadir. Nijer, Cad,
Yemen ve Kenya gibi Afrika iilkeleri ile o6zellikle Etiyopya seyahati yapmak
isteyenler i¢in bir rehber niteligindedir. Yazarn 1998 ve 2018 Etiyopya’sindaki
anilarini sirastyla anlatmasi iilkedeki sosyal, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel 6zelliklerin ve bu
alanlardaki degisimlerin okuyucu tarafindan karsilagtirmasina olanak saglamistir.

Eserde Afrika somiirgeciliginin ¢arpici bir sekilde tarihsel olarak gozler dniine
serilmesi okuyucuda bir sok etkisi yaratmaktadir. Somiirgecilik ve bagimsizlik
kavramlarinin iilkemizin de bagimsizlik savasina deginilerek yapilmasi okuyucunun
empati duygusunu olduk¢a uyarmaktadir. Bireysel, kurumsal ve devlet eliyle yapilan
yardimlarin ve olumlu etkilerinin 6vgiiyle etkili anlatimi okuyucuyu eyleme gegme
konusunda tegvik etmektedir. Tiirkiye-Afrika iligkilerine deginerek yer yer siyasi izler
de tasiyan eseri okudugumuzda yazarin eseri yazmaktaki amacina ulasmis oldugunu
gormekteyiz.
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