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Abstract

Bank mergers and acquisitions (M&A) have been on the rise globally, particularly in emerging economies where
policies aimed at enhancing financial system stability have been driving restructuring in the banking sector. Qatar's
M&A market, while comparatively new, has distinct characteristics. A recent study aimed to determine the impact
of M&A activity on the financial performance of Barwa Bank (later Dukhan Bank) in Qatar over six years from
2017-2022, covering three years before and three years post-merger. The study found that the bank's liquidity,
profitability, solvency, and investment ratios did not vary significantly, suggesting that M&A activity did not
significantly affect the bank’s financial performance. Despite these findings, the study provides recommendations
for future research and implications for theory and practice in this area. The results are discussed in the light of SDGs,
and which goals this merger support the most are analyzed. The paper’s discussion is expected to be a guideline for
future mergers to be more sustainable toward 2030 goals.

Keywords: M&A, Bank Mergers, Financial Analysis, Islamic Banks, Qatar Banks, SDG, Sustainable Finance

* Corresponding Author: talbinali@hbku.edu.qa
Recieved: 17 April 2023 Accepted: 28 April 2023 Published: 30 June 2023



mailto:talbinali@hbku.edu.qa
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1988-921X
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1. Introduction

Organizations employ merger and acquisition (M&A) as a prominent and influential technique to compete in the
modern, globalized, and dynamic world (Sherman, 2010). According to the literature, corporations have used mergers
and acquisitions (M&A) as a principal and essential strategy to achieve growth and efficiency by creating synergies,
reducing costs, purchasing assets, and expanding into new markets.

In response to tighter market conditions, mergers are employed in the Arabian Gulf to lower operating and finance
costs, raise profitability, reinforce asset bases, and improve risk-management skills (Bindabel et al., 2017). Efforts to
convert economies dependent on hydrocarbons to knowledge-based markets driven by the private sector and less
susceptible to fluctuating oil prices are being supported by consolidation across the region. The first bank merger in
Qatar was announced by two institutions in 2019, continuing a trend seen across the Gulf. Barwa Bank and
International Bank of Qatar (IBQ) said in April that the negotiations had ended, and all regulatory conditions needed
to combine activities had been met (Aysan et al., 2022).

In line with Vision 2030, the country's economic growth strategy, which aims to promote economic stability and
employment creation through sensible policy, low inflation, and a robust financial sector, the merger of Barwa Bank
was carried out. The combined company, now known as Dukhan Bank, has combined assets worth around QR106
billion ($29.20 billion) and a shareholder ownership base of more than QR14 billion ($3.90 billion) after the merger
(Dukhan Bank Media Center, 2023). Notably, a new company that offers sharia-compliant services to its clients has
been founded due to the merger of Barwa Bank, an Islamic bank, and IBQ, a conventional lender. According to rating
agency Moody's, the combined firm now holds a 5% market share and is Qatar's third-largest Islamic and sixth-
largest general bank.

De Nicol et al. (2003) found a positive correlation between the efficiency of the financial sector and bank mergers
and acquisitions. Nevertheless, the relationship between M&A and the performance of the banks has remained hazy.
There is conflicting information regarding the effect of M&A on the financial performance of banks. Some studies
(Calomiris & Karenski, 2000) indicate that financial performance improves after M&A, whereas other studies
indicate a reduction in financial performance (Abbas et al., 2014). In this regard, Stahl and Voigt (2004) indicated
that further study is needed on the relationship between banks engaging in M&A and the impact that has on those
banks' performance.

In light of these talks, this study aims to ascertain whether there is a correlation between a bank's financial
performance and M&A activity in the Qatari banking sector and the potential consequences of such M&A on the
overall economy. To identify this, any potential financial implications of a merger on the bank's financial
performance three years before and after the merger during six years from 2017 to 2022 will be analyzed. The
following paragraphs further explain the procedures utilized and the investigation results.

A quantitative study approach was employed to ascertain the effect of M&A activities on the financial performance
of Barwa Bank (later Dukhan Bank). The investigation examined the bank's financial records and ratios for the six
years from 2017 to 2022. These ratios included those measuring investment, liquidity, profitability, and solvency.
According to the analysis, there were no significant changes in these ratios, which suggests that the M&A activity
had little to no impact on the bank's financial performance.

Also, the study examined the bank's stock prices and discovered that they stayed steady across the study period,
indicating that the market perceived neither a significant positive nor negative impact of the merger on the bank's
financial performance (Aysan & Unal, 2023). Overall, the results of this analysis indicate that M&A activity did not
substantially impact Barwa Bank (later Dukhan Bank) in Qatar's financial performance. More investigation is
necessary to fully comprehend the possible effects of M&A activity on other banks in Qatar's M&A market (Aysan
& Unal, 2021).
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This study offers insightful information about Qatar's M&A market, which is still in its infancy. Analyzing the effects
of M&A activity on the financial performance of Barwa Bank (later Dukhan Bank) over six years and offering a
thorough study of the bank's financial statements and ratios adds to the body of material already in existence. The
results of this study may also be helpful for investors and policymakers in the area, who can use them to decide how
to proceed with future M&A transactions. Additionally, this research could provide a starting point for future
investigations into how M&A activity has affected other banks in Qatar and the surrounding area. Overall, this study
provides a solid foundation for further research into the M&A market in Qatar and its potential impact on financial
performance.

Due to Qatar's status as a quickly developing economy with an expanding financial industry, the M&A market there
is noteworthy and relevant for other nations. The Middle Eastern nation of Qatar is a small, wealthy nation with a
rapid economic expansion in recent years. Although the government has invested in diversifying the economy and
growing other industries, including finance, the country's economy is still very dependent on oil and gas.

With more banks and other financial institutions functioning in Qatar due to this investment, the country's financial
sector has expanded quickly. As businesses look to grow and acquire a competitive edge, this growth has also
increased M&A activity in the banking industry.

The results of this study on the effects of M&A activity on Barwa Bank's (later Dukhan Bank's) financial performance
in Qatar are thus applicable to other nations that are going through similar trends in their financial sectors.
Policymakers, investors, and other stakeholders may find the study's insights on how M&A activity may affect banks'
financial performance in developing economies useful. The report also emphasizes the value of thorough research to
comprehend how M&A activity affects financial performance, which could help other nations' decision-making
(Abbas et al., 2014).

It is important to note that the merger of Barwa Bank and International Bank of Qatar (IBQ) was exceptional because
it entailed the union of an Islamic bank with a traditional bank, culminating in the creation of an Islamic bank from
the merged firm. This merger was in keeping with Qatar's policy for Islamic finance, which aims to promote Islamic
finance as a significant engine of the nation's economic development. A more extensive and diverse Islamic bank
was produced due to the merger, allowing it to provide its clients with a broader range of goods and services.

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted merger and acquisition activity in the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) area, particularly Qatar, which is also crucial to highlight. M&A activity has slowed due to firms dealing with
uncertain economic conditions and shifting market dynamics; instead, many organizations are concentrating on
maintaining operations and managing risks. Nonetheless, as businesses seek to consolidate their operations and
acquire a competitive edge, some experts anticipate that the pandemic could result in an uptick in M&A activity in
the future.

Also, the pandemic has changed the way that Gulf banks approach entrepreneurship. With social isolation and remote
work becoming the norm, the banking industry has emphasized digitization and technological adoption more. In
order to maintain business continuity, GCC banks had to change how they operated. Many GCC banks have invested
in new technologies for remote working and digital services. As businesses look to purchase businesses with strong
digital capabilities and experience, these changes in entrepreneurial practices may impact future M&A activity.
Therefore, future research on M&A activity in Qatar and the larger GCC region will need to consider how the
COVID-19 outbreak has changed business practices and market dynamics (Abbas et al., 2014).

The use of quantitative analysis to understand the effects of an Islamic bank merger on the SDGs is a novel approach
that has the potential to shed new light on the relationship between financial institutions and sustainable development
from an Islamic perspective. While there is a growing body of literature on Islamic finance and the SDGs, few studies
have used quantitative methods to empirically examine the impact of bank mergers on sustainable development
outcomes. By adopting a rigorous and systematic approach to data collection and analysis, this article can provide
more robust and reliable evidence on the potential benefits and challenges of bank mergers for achieving the SDGs
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in the context of Islamic finance. This can help to inform policy and practice in Qatar and other countries seeking to
promote sustainable development through financial sector reform and innovation.

Furthermore, the novelty of this article lies in its focus on the Magasid al-Shariah, which provides a comprehensive
framework for evaluating the positive contributions of bank mergers to the SDGs from an Islamic perspective. By
incorporating the Magasid perspective, this article moves beyond conventional economic and financial indicators of
performance and considers the broader social, environmental, and ethical dimensions of sustainable development.
This can help to ensure that the benefits of bank mergers are distributed more equitably among different stakeholders,
including marginalized and vulnerable groups, and that the resulting financial institutions operate in a manner that is
consistent with Islamic values and principles. The use of the Magasid perspective can also contribute to a more
holistic and integrated understanding of the SDGs and their interdependencies, thereby promoting a more sustainable
and inclusive approach to development.

The current section of the paper briefly discusses the study's history and setting. The remainder of the paper consists
of four additional parts. Section 2 of the article provides a summary of the evaluated literature. Section 3 provides
details on the sample and the techniques. Part 4 presents the financial analysis and findings, while Section 5 concludes
the article and discusses its limitations.

2. Literature Review

The impact of mergers and acquisitions on the financial performance of organizations is a matter of debate. Several
accounting measures for profitability, return to shareholders, and operational efficiency have been used in studies to
assess the effects of mergers and acquisitions on the financial performance of banks.

Empirical results on the relationship between M&A activity and bank performance have shown that different
outcomes can occur. By highlighting the fact that smaller businesses are more likely to gain from M&A than larger
ones, Sufi (2004), for example, adds another factor to the discussion. This is because larger businesses may ultimately
create more managerial difficulties. The newly established organization has more market power in addition to having
a full range of skills and competencies that can easily overcome many management challenges depending on the
intention and effort of decision-makers, which is another way that Weinberg (2007) illustrates how mergers affect
the performance of the merged entity. Mantravadi and Reddy (2008) also discovered that positive changes in the
market offering of a particular company characterize a company's post-merger period. However, they also point out
that the merger had little impact on the firm's profitability (Aysan & Unal, 2021).

Sinha and Gupta (2011) analyzed M&A in the Indian financial sector between 1993 and 2010. The evaluation of
merger and acquisition deals in the context of financial indicators served as the primary foundation for this study.
The study's conclusions showed that PAT and PBDITA (profit before depreciation, interest, tax, and amortization)
increased while business liquidity fell. In both pre- and post-M&A scenarios, it was observed that the interest
coverage had a significant role in the return on shareholders' equity (ROE). Also, it was found that the profit
difference was very significant. According to studies by Calomiris and Karenski (2000) and Caprion, mergers and
acquisitions positively affect the efficiency of most banks (1999). The results of a different study by Amel et al.
(2004), however, which were somewhat unexpected, showed that merger and acquisition activity does not favorably
impact the efficiency of the US banking sector’s performance. Instead of providing a better picture of the relationship
between these variables, the results of all these investigations provided contradictory information (Merger &
Acquisition and performance). Most of this research examined how detailed accounting ratios and merger and
acquisition activity affected cost-effectiveness, which may be a summary of the studies (Berger & De-Young, 1997).
Furthermore, specific data from the study by Kwan and Elsenbeis (1999) indicates improved efficiency and decreased
costs in scarcity.

The implications of M&A on the operational success of Nigerian banks between 1995 and 2012 were recently
examined by Akpan et al. (2018). They detect a definite improvement in investment banks after witnessing M&A.
Similar findings are made by Abdou et al. (2016), who find that M&A helps Nigerian banks succeed financially
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(Unal & Aysan, 2022). Hassen et al. (2018) looked into 60 institutions in 17 European countries between 2005 and
2013 to see how M&A affected them. They assert that M&A has a positive influence, which means it finally achieves
its goals. Awan and Mahmood (2015) examine the effects of mergers and acquisitions on the performance of seven
commercial banks in Pakistan between 2002 and 2011. They demonstrate a favorable impact of M&A on banks'
financial performance by employing four assessment ratios, including liquidity, profitability, solvency, and
investment.

A company's return on equity can be used to determine how successfully and rapidly banking reforms are
consolidated and strengthened, according to a 2009 study by Badreldin & Kalhoefer. A performance improvement
was seen when these businesses' performances were compared to their pre-merger performances. In their 2010 study,
Mishra and Chandra examined the M&A success of Indian pharmaceutical firms. They found that the company's
revenue is unaffected over the long term by mergers and acquisitions. After reviewing the available literature, Amel
et al. (2004) concluded that mergers in the major industrialized countries are substantially to blame for synergies and
efficiencies. It was looked at whether there was any possibility that mergers and acquisitions may help with financial
problems. Cornett et al. conducted a study in 2006 to evaluate the efficiency of commercial bank mergers. They
found that the merged banks' industry-adjusted running performance dramatically increased after the mergers. After
pre- and post-analysis of the enterprises, Pankaj and Sushant (2011) found a positive influence on the firm's
profitability, but that liquidity was frequently reduced. After studying the literature on the impact of mergers and
acquisitions on organizational performance, it has been determined that there is a relationship between mergers and
acquisitions and organizational performance. According to M&A studies, not all mergers and acquisitions have the
same effects on the performance of the merged firms globally.

Vitale and Laux found that post-merger revenues had declined in their 2012 examination of the US banking sector,
encompassing 105 M&As after 2007. The return and capital sufficiency indicators barely altered despite a minor
increase in assets. Knapp and Gart (2014) examined how M&As affected banks' credit risk between 1991 and 2006.
The findings showed that the loan portfolio's NPL level and loan charge-offs significantly grew during the post-
merger era. The financial performance of the banks did not dramatically improve following the M&A phase,
according to Abbas et al. (2015). Profitability, effectiveness, liquidity, and leverage rates all saw reductions. Lee et
al. (2013) found that cost-effectiveness decreased immediately following Taiwanese banks' M&As, but that it took
roughly three years to regain efficacy.

Market penetration is one of the main goals of M&A, claim Eccles et al. (1999). Businesses also consider vertical
expansion when managing their sources of supply, distribution, and similar costs. According to Hubbard and Purcell
(2001), M&A allows foreign investors to establish themselves in developing markets. According to Fixler and
Zieschang (1993), management competence and skill are just as crucial to the success of strategies for increasing
efficiency as cost restrictions. A firm can gain these skills through M&A. In light of this, Resti (1998) asserts that an
M&A increases a company's profitability. Additionally, based on their larger size and greater availability of
resources, these entities also achieved higher efficiency.

Several accounting methods have been used in the existing literature to evaluate the impact of mergers and
acquisitions (M&A) on the financial performance of firms. According to certain studies, smaller businesses benefit
more from M&A than larger ones because the latter may present more significant managerial challenges (Aysan et
al., 2022). Research on M&A's effects on profitability, return on equity, and operational efficiency in the Indian
financial sector, the US banking sector, and European nations have produced conflicting results, with some studies
showing positive effects and others negative or neutral ones.

Studies on the performance of commercial banks in Pakistan and more recent studies on the effects of M&A on the
operational success of Nigerian banks have indicated positive benefits. However, studies on the US banking industry
have revealed that credit risk has grown, and post-merger revenues have decreased. The literature on the effects of
M&A on organizational performance demonstrates the complexity of the link between the two and that not all M&A
have an identical impact on the global performance of the merged organizations.
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3. Research Methodology

There are commonly two ways to assess how a merger affects an organization's performance after an M&A activity.
One compares the performance of merged enterprises before and after the merger using the operating performance
technique. The share price strategy is the second approach, which assesses the effects of M&A based on the stock
prices of the combined firms (Kumar, 2009). Based on preceding research methods, this study uses quantitative
techniques to examine financial ratios in four areas for three years prior to the merger (including the year of the
merger) and three years after the merger to evaluate the performance of the Barwa Bank (known as Dukhan Bank
after the merger). The study uses quantitative research for analyzing the Barwa Bank merger case from a financial
performance analysis via ratios. This research is used to detect any potential support towards the sustainable
development goals. A bank merger can support the SDGs in various ways, including promoting financial stability
and access to finance, supporting economic growth and job creation, contributing to environmental sustainability,
and fostering social cohesion and inclusion. By bringing together the resources and expertise of two or more banks,
mergers can create more resilient and efficient financial institutions that are better able to support the needs of
individuals, businesses, and communities. In particular, bank mergers can enhance the provision of financial services,
including credit, insurance, and investment, to underserved or marginalized segments of the population, contributing
to greater financial inclusion and reducing poverty.

Additionally, mergers can support sustainable economic growth and development by providing greater access to
capital, facilitating innovation and technology transfer, and promoting responsible lending and investment practices.
Finally, bank mergers can contribute to the achievement of environmental and social objectives by incorporating
environmental and social considerations into their business models and practices, supporting sustainable
infrastructure and green finance, and engaging in community development and corporate social responsibility
initiatives. Below is a discussion of the four categories and particular ratios used in this research.

3.1. Liquidity Ratios

The term "liquidity" refers to a bank's capability to fulfill its short-term obligations promptly and effectively. Multiple
liquidity indicators are commonly employed in the relevant literature. For instance, the current ratio is calculated by
dividing a bank's assets by its current obligations. This ratio reflects the bank's capacity to meet its short-term
commitments, including claims against current and savings accounts, short-term borrowings from other banks,
regulatory reserves with the central bank, payroll, and employee benefits. It is generally believed that a firm's liquidity
will improve after a merger or acquisition due to its increased ability to satisfy current obligations with current assets.
In this study, the bank's liquidity is evaluated using three ratios: the loan-to-deposit ratio (LDR), which measures a
bank's liquidity by comparing its total loans to total deposits during a specific period. The LDR can indicate a bank's
capacity to handle loan losses and customer withdrawals.

1) Loan to Deposit Ratio (LDR)

The loan-to-deposit ratio measures a bank's liquidity by comparing all its loans to its deposits for the same period. A
bank's loan-to-deposit ratio provides insight into its ability to manage loan losses and customer withdrawals (Suroso,
2022). Banks in the Qatari financial system often have similar LDR ratios. Therefore, there is no expectation for
LDR to change significantly in the years after the merger.

Total Loans

LDR =
Total Deposits

2) Cash to Assets Ratio (CTA)

The cash-asset ratio is another monetary indicator of a bank's liquidity. This metric is increasingly frequently
employed to assess banks and investment funds. If a sizable portion of a bank's assets is stored in cash, the
management may not be using all the capital at their disposal to invest. Returns will likely suffer as a result, while
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this may be the management's prediction of how the financial markets will evolve (Akinroluyo, 2022). Given that
the acquiring entity has a higher position in cash holding, the CTA ratio is expected to rise in the post-merger era.

Cash + Cash Equivalents
Total Assets

CTA =

3) Interest Expense to Total Funds (IETF)

When assessing a bank's liquidity status, it is critical to consider the proportion of interest received to total funds. It
is possible to compare annual costs and costs with other banks to understand how cost-effectively different banks
operate (Austein & Wijyen, 2005). Suppose the acquiring bank has a higher proportion of deposits, which generally
have a lower cost of funds, than the acquired bank. In that case, the merged bank's cost of funds may decrease,
resulting in a lower Interest Expense to Total Funds ratio, which is the expected situation for the results of this paper.

Interest Expense

IETF =
Total Funds

3.2. Investment Ratios

Investment ratios are financial metrics investors utilize to evaluate a bank's ability to generate a profitable and
favorable return. Shareholders scrutinize different banks while selecting a suitable investment option based on their
objectives. The significance of investment ratios extends beyond regular shareholders, as analysts, competitors, and
potential investors also pay close attention to them.

1) Earnings Per Share (EPS)

The earnings per share ratio is a crucial measure that analysts and traders use to determine a bank's financial health.
The EPS ratio shows the net income made per share if all profits were distributed to shareholders (Kumar, 2017). In
a bank merger, the combined entity's earnings may increase due to synergies and cost savings resulting from the
merger, which could result in higher EPS. On the other hand, if the merger involves issuing new shares to finance
the deal, the EPS may decrease because the number of outstanding shares has increased. Barwa Bank's merger has
resulted in synergy and another layer of trust, which is expected to increase EPS in the post-merger performance.

Net Income available to Shareholders

EPS =
Number of Shares Outstanding

2) Dividend Payout Ratio (DPR)

The amount of dividend paid out to shareholders concerning the overall amount of net income the bank earns is
known as the dividend payout ratio. In other words, the dividend payout ratio calculates what portion of net revenue
is distributed as dividends to shareholders (Rahayuningtyas, 2014). If the merged bank has a higher DPR than one or
both of the banks prior to the merger, the DPR of the merged entity may increase. On the other hand, if the merging
banks have lower DPRs, the merged entity’s DPR may decrease. Given these facts, DPR is expected to rise.

Total Dividend

DPR =
Net Profit After Tax

3) Dividend Cover Ratio (DCR)

A vital investor ratio called dividend cover compares the bank's net revenue to the dividend paid to determine how
many dividends it can distribute to its shareholders. This merely represents the bank's capacity to distribute dividends
to stockholders out of the attributable profit (Rahayuningtyas, 2014). If the merger results in a larger bank with
increased earnings, the DCR may improve. The merged entity would have a more extensive income base to cover its
debt obligations. On the other hand, if the merger results in increased debt levels or lower earnings, the DCR may
worsen. As Dukhan bank has increased earnings compared to pre-merger reports, DCR is also expected to rise.
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_ Net Profit After Tax

DCR Total Dividend

3.3. Solvency Ratios

Solvency is the ability of a bank to meet its future financial obligations. Solvency is essential to the bank's continued
existence since it ensures its ability to conduct business soon. The ability of the bank to pay its long-term
responsibilities, whether separate or combined obligations, including those owing to linked firms, is most closely
associated with the concept of solvency. For a bank to be viable, it must have more assets than liabilities. Solvency
determinants are a variety of variables that have been discovered to be regularly employed in the relevant literature.
For instance, the debt-to-equity ratio is the most crucial metric to use when determining insights into the ratio of debt
financing to equity financing used to obtain and maintain bank assets. In this study, we measured the solvency of
banks through the following three ratios:

1) Debt to Equity Ratio (DER)

The debt-to-equity ratio, also known as the "debt-equity ratio," "risk ratio," or "gearing ratio," is a leverage ratio that
computes how much the total amount of debt and financial obligations weigh against the total amount of shareholders'
equity (Kumar, 2017). The debt-to-equity ratio employs total equity as a denominator instead of the debt-assets ratio,
which uses total assets. This ratio shows how much debt or equity funding is weighted in a bank's capital structure.
As with every merger, a portion of the acquisition has been made with debt financing, and the rest is on equity
financing. Therefore, the additional debt is expected to raise the DER ratio in the short term after the merger.

Total Debt

DER = ————
Total Equity

2) Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR)

The capital adequacy ratio gauges a bank's capital availability as a proportion of its risk-weighted loan exposures.
The capital adequacy ratio also referred to as the capital-to-risk weighted assets ratio (CRAR), is used to safeguard
depositors and support the global financial system’s security and effectiveness. Tier-1 capital, which can absorb
losses without forcing a bank to stop operating, and tier-2 capital, which can absorb losses in the event of a winding-
up but offers less security to depositors, are the two kinds of capital that are measured. This research
defines regulatory capital as the sum of tier-1 and tier-2 capital (Abusharba et al., 2013). After a healthy merger, the
size of the merged entity increases significantly, increasing the capital as well. Therefore, with the scale effect, CAR
is often expected to rise.

Regulatory Capital

CAR =
Risk Weighted Assets

3) Debt to Asset Ratio (DAR)

A financial indicator called the debt-to-asset ratio can be used to determine how much debt is being used to fund a
bank's activities. It is just one of the numerous leverage ratios that can be used to comprehend the capital framework
of a bank. A bank's funded debt, called interest-bearing liabilities, determines the debt-to-asset ratio. The ratio
excludes total liabilities like accounts payable. It refers to real credit given by direct lenders for interest obligations
such as bonds, term loans from a commercial bank, or subordinated debt (Andhani, 2019). Similar to DER, DAR is
also expected to rise in the short term after the merger.

B Total Funded Debt
- Total Assets

3.4. Profitability Ratios

The ability of a bank to generate profits when compared against its outlays and other associated costs over a specific
time frame defines its profitability. Profitability ratios gauge how effectively a business uses its resources and
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manages its costs to produce a respectable rate of return. This research examined profitability at the levels of return
on equity, return on assets, and net interest margin. The following variables have thus been evaluated:

1) Return on Equity (ROE)

Return on equity determines a bank's profitability and effectiveness at turning a profit. A higher return on equity
indicates that the management of a bank is more effective at producing revenue and growth from its equity financing
(Ichsani & Suhardi, 2015).

Net Profit After TAX

ROE =
0 Average Shareholders Equity

2) Return on Assets (ROA)

The return on assets shows how much profit a bank can make from its assets. Return on assets, in other terms, gauges
how effectively a bank's management generates profit from the resources or assets listed on its balance sheet (Ichsani
& Suhardi, 2015).
Net Profit After Tax
Total Assets

ROA =

3) Efficiency Ratio (ER)

The efficiency ratio is frequently employed to evaluate how effectively a company uses its internal assets and
liabilities. An efficiency ratio has a particular meaning in the banking sector. Non-interest expenses divided by
income are a measure of a bank's efficiency. This enables analysts to evaluate the performance of commercial and
investment banks because it demonstrates how well the bank’'s managers manage their overhead (or "back office")
costs (Ichsani & Suhardi, 2015).

Operating Expense
ER = p g LXp

Total Income

A healthy bank merger may result in improved financial performance and higher shareholder returns, which could
increase ROA, ROE, and ER. This could occur if the merger creates economies of scale, expands the bank's customer
base, or enhances the bank's ability to generate revenue. The Barwa bank merger is also expected to raise these ratios
altogether.

4. Results and Discussion

The study's findings have been discussed in the ensuing paragraphs, and critical information is presented in tables 1
to 8. In total, 12 ratios significant to the banking industry were calculated, i.e., three from each category. The findings
and analysis of this study have been contrasted with some earlier research on the same subject.

4.1. Liquidity Ratios

Table 1 reflects the critical financial data extracted from the audited financial statements, essential to calculate the
liquidity ratios of the bank over six years period.
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Table 1. Financial Data for Liquidity Ratios
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Total Loans 31,676,882 27,756,699 51,924,104 58,536,992 75,221,707 75,676,514
Total Deposits 26,469,886 26,033,499 47,878,014 53,881,539 77,426,227 74,545,206
Cash & Cash Equivales’ 2,922,346 2,895,115 3,758,677 6,651,735 9,303,335 4,538,555

Total Assets 48,637,154 44,361,540 77,130,692 86,296,621 110,727,154 106,276,016
Interest Expense 910,949 1,051,120 1,448,975 1,065,911 1,200,712 3,041,636

Total Funds 38,442,457 33,776,451 58,495,071 65,493,805 87,980,548 81,164,964

As reflected in Table 2, the liquidity ratios have only mildly improved in the post-merger period. The LDR represents
the disparity between a bank's total loans and deposits. The bank may not have enough liguidity to meet unexpected
funding needs if the ratio is too high. Nevertheless, if the percentage is too low, the bank might not make as much
money as it could. According to Feroz et al. (2003), 80% to 90% is the optimal LDR. However, the LDR has been
over 100% for all years except in 2021, indicating liquidity management discrepancies.

Similarly, CTA and IETF have not shown any significant change after the merger. As the data began in 2017, one
must remember that this is the starting year of the Qatari blockade. The Qatar blockade, which began in 2017 and
resulted in a diplomatic crisis in the Gulf region, significantly impacted the Qatari economy, including the country's
banking sector. One significant effect of the blockade on Qatari banks was a decrease in their customer deposits,
which decreased the Cash to Total Assets (CTA) ratio. This decrease in CTA was partly due to a decrease in the
banks' access to foreign funds, which negatively impacted on their International Equity to Total Funds (IETF) ratio.

Additionally, the Loan Deposit Ratio (LDR) of Qatari banks increased as they faced difficulties in obtaining external
funding and had to rely more heavily on customer deposits to fund their loan portfolios. Despite these challenges,
Qatari banks have taken steps to manage their liquidity and maintain their financial stability in the face of the ongoing
blockade. Overall, the blockade would be the main reason for limited financial ratio improvement despite the healthy
performance.

Table 2. Liquidity Ratios

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
LDR 1.197 1.066 1.085 1.086 0.972 1.015
CTA 0.060 0.065 0.049 0.077 0.084 0.043
IETF 0.024 0.031 0.025 0.016 0.014 0.037
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Movement of liquidity ratios over the six-year period is graphically illustrated in figure 1.
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Figure 1. Liquidity Ratios

4.2. Investment Ratios

Table 3 displays the vital financial information that was taken from the audited financial statements and used to
determine the bank's investment ratios over a six-year period.

Table 3. Financial Data for Investment Ratios

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
NPAT 754,324 764,966 765,052 566,608 1,193,393 1,553,069
Total Income 2,248,589 2,311,961 3,275,316 3,788,540 4,050,472 4,451,524
Total Dividend 414,600 444,200 520,000 520,000 727,400 831,300

The results of investment ratios are presented in Table 4. Investment ratios have also been largely indifferent despite
the merger activity, except for EPS, which dipped in 2019, the year of the merger, and 2020, i.e., the first-year post-
merger. The main reason behind this decline was the increase in shares and shareholders and the decline in net profit
resulting from an increase in non-operating expenses.

Table 4. Investment Ratios

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
EPS 2.54 2.58 1.69 1.09 2.23 2.27
DPR 0.55 0.58 0.68 0.92 0.61 0.54
DCR 1.82 1.72 1.47 1.09 1.64 1.87
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Figure 2 graphically depicts the movement of the investment ratios over the six-year timeframe.
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The significant financial data that was extracted from the audited financial statements and applied to calculate the
bank's solvency ratios over a six-year timeframe is shown in Table 5.

Table 5. Financial Data for Solvency Ratios

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Total Debt 38,442,457 33,776,451 58,495,071 65,493,805 87,980,548 81,164,964
Equity 7,621,609 6,750,059 11,504,446 11,504,038 13,986,561 14,336,052
Risk Weighted Assets 36,719,685 35,476,865 57,280,962 65,091,233 70,985,325 73,065,442
Total Regulatory Capital 6,420,808 5,935,586 10,053,218 10,664,738 13,056,588 13,354,889
Total Funded Debt 38,442,457 33,776,451 58,495,071 65,493,805 87,980,548 81,164,964
Total Assets 48,637,154 44,361,540 77,130,692 86,296,621 110,727,154 106,276,016

As evident from table 6, the bank's solvency situation has slightly deteriorated, particularly the DER, which is a risk
indicator for banks. Fridson & Alvarez (2011) have concluded that banks are more solvent if their solvency ratio is
higher. However, as Kumar (2009) suggested, this might be because of the heavier debt load than in the pre-M&A

situation.

The solvency ratio performance of Dukhan bank following the merger in 2020 may be due to several factors. The
strategic measures the bank's management took to strengthen its solvency position, such as lowering non-performing
loans and raising its capital adequacy ratio, could be one cause. The nation's economic circumstances, such as interest
rates, inflation, and other macroeconomic variables that might have impacted the bank's performance, could also play

arole.
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Table 6. Solvency Ratios

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
DER 5.044 5.004 5.085 5.693 6.290 5.662
CAR 0.175 0.167 0.176 0.164 0.184 0.183
DAR 0.790 0.761 0.758 0.759 0.795 0.764

The change in the solvency ratios over a six-year period is schematically shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3. Solvency Ratios

4.4, Profitability Ratios

Table 7 displays the important financial information that was taken from the audited financial statements and used to
determine the bank's profitability ratios over a five-year period.

Table 7. Financial Data for Profitability Ratios

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
NPAT 754,324 764,966 765,052 566,608 1,193,393 1,553,069
Average Shareholders’ Equity 7,442,411 7,185,834 9,127,253 11,504,242 12,745,300 14,161,307
Total Assets 48,637,154 44,361,540 77,130,692 86,296,621 110,727,154 106,276,016
Operating Expenses 508,522 495,821 715,517 748,583 782,114 750,344
Total Income 2,248,589 2,311,961 3,275,316 3,788,540 4,050,472 4,451,524

Table 8 results confirmed an insignificant difference between pre- and post-merger profitability for the bank. This
suggests that there has not been a discernible variation in the banks' overall financial performance between the pre-
and post-merger periods. Abbas et al. (2015) also concluded that merger activity does not significantly change the
financial performance of banks.

According to the data supplied, the profitability ratios of Dukhan Bank have had a variable response to the merger.
Over time, the return on equity (ROE) ratio has changed, reaching a high of 10.6% in 2018 and a low of 4.9% in
2020 before edging up to 11.0% in 2022. The return on assets (ROA) ratio has also changed, peaking at 1.7% in 2018
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and declining to 0.7% in 2020 before rising to 1.5% in 2022. The efficiency ratio (ER), which ranged from 19.3% in
2021 to 22.6% in 2017, with a low of 16.9% in 2022, has been comparatively constant.

Many variables, including changes in interest rates, the creditworthiness of loans, and non-interest income, can be
blamed for the variations in ROE and ROA. Profitability ratios can be negatively impacted by a drop in interest rates
or a rise in non-performing loans, or an increase in interest rates can positively impact them. The bank has
successfully managed its operating expenses concerning its revenue, as seen by the constant ER.

Although the profitability ratios have changed, Dukhan Bank's performance has been broadly consistent since the
merger. Profitability ratios should be examined in conjunction with other financial measures to thoroughly evaluate
the bank'’s financial health because various internal and external factors can influence them.

Several factors, like the COVID-19 epidemic and the Qatari blockade, could impact the profitability ratios for Dukhan
Bank following the merger.

The negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the general economic activity and financial markets, which
resulted in a drop in profitability, may be responsible for the decrease in ROE and ROA ratios in 2020 and 2021. A
decline in equity as a percentage of total assets can bring about a lower ER ratio in 2021.

Also, as it may have affected trade and investment flows, the Qatar blockade may have contributed to the lower
profitability ratios in 2020 and 2021 by slowing down the nation's economic activity. The impact of the blockage
may be shown in the total income decline in 2020 compared to 2019, while some recovery may be indicated by the
increase in 2021.

It is crucial to remember that various variables, including market conditions, legislative changes, and macroeconomic
trends, can impact a bank's profitability ratios. A more thorough examination would be needed to pinpoint the precise
causes of the observed changes.

Table 8. Profitability Ratios

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
ROE 0.101 0.106 0.084 0.049 0.094 0.110
ROA 0.016 0.017 0.010 0.007 0.011 0.015
ER 0.226 0.214 0.218 0.198 0.193 0.169

Figure 4 visually depicts how the profitability ratios adjusted over a six-year span.
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Figure 4. Profitability Ratios

14



Tamy Al-Binali

4.5. Discussion and Effects on SDG Strategy

This merger in Qatar has the potential to positively contribute to the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) through various channels. Firstly, a merger can enhance financial stability and resilience of the consolidated
entity, which aligns with SDG 16: "Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.” A more stable and robust financial
institution resulting from a merger can contribute to a stable financial system in Qatar, promoting economic growth
and reducing risks associated with financial instability (Aysan & Unal, 2023).

Secondly, a bank merger can lead to increased operational efficiencies and cost savings, which can contribute to SDG
9: "Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure." Mergers can create synergies and economies of scale, resulting in
improved operational effectiveness, streamlined processes, and enhanced technological capabilities. These
efficiencies can lead to increased investment in innovative solutions and improved infrastructure, which can further
support economic growth and development in Qatar.

Furthermore, a bank merger can enhance corporate governance and transparency, aligning with SDG 16. Merged
entities can implement robust corporate governance practices, including risk management, accountability, and
transparency, which can contribute to a more stable and resilient financial system, fostering investor confidence and
sustainable business practices.

Finally, a bank merger can also contribute to SDG 17: "Partnerships for Goals." The consolidation of banks can result
in stronger financial institutions that are better positioned to engage in partnerships with various stakeholders,
including other financial institutions, governments, civil society organizations, and international organizations, to
collectively work towards achieving the SDGs in Qatar.

In conclusion, the discussed merger case has the potential to contribute positively to several SDGs, including SDG
1, SDG 5, SDG 8, SDG 9, SDG 16, and SDG 17, through enhanced financial stability, operational efficiencies,
inclusive financial services, gender equality, improved governance, and partnerships for sustainable development.
However, the actual impact of a bank merger on the SDGs would depend on the specific context, strategies, and
actions undertaken by the merged entity to align with and prioritize these goals. Further research and monitoring of
the outcomes of bank mergers in Qatar would be necessary to assess their actual contributions to the SDGs.

Financial robustness, resulting from this merger, can contribute significantly to the achievement of several
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations.

Firstly, financial robustness achieved through a bank merger can contribute to SDG 8: "Decent Work and Economic
Growth." A financially robust and stable bank can support economic growth and development by providing a reliable
source of financing for businesses and individuals, facilitating investment, and promoting entrepreneurship (Aysan
& Unal, 2023). This can create job opportunities, generate income, and contribute to overall economic prosperity,
which aligns with SDG 8's objective of fostering sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth.

Secondly, financial robustness can contribute to SDG 9: "Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure.” A merged bank
with increased financial resources and technological capabilities can invest in innovation, research, and development
of new financial products, services, and infrastructure. This can contribute to the advancement of the financial
industry, promote technological innovation, and improve financial inclusion, thereby supporting the development of
resilient and sustainable infrastructure, which is a key target of SDG 9 (Abbas et al., 2014).

Additionally, financial robustness can contribute to SDG 17: "Partnerships for the Goals." A merged bank can
leverage its increased size and resources to engage in partnerships with various stakeholders, including other financial
institutions, governments, civil society organizations, and international organizations, to collectively work towards
achieving the SDGs. This can foster collaborative efforts, knowledge sharing, and resource mobilization, which are
essential elements of SDG 17's call for global partnerships to achieve the SDGs.

In summary, financial robustness resulting from M&As can have positive contributions to multiple SDGs, including
SDG 1, SDG 8, SDG 9, SDG 16, and SDG 17. Through supporting economic growth, promoting innovation and
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infrastructure, reducing poverty, enhancing governance, and fostering partnerships, a financially robust merged bank
can play a significant role in advancing sustainable development in Qatar and contributing to the achievement of the
SDGs. However, it is important to note that the actual impact of a bank merger on the SDGs would depend on the
specific strategies, actions, and implementation of sustainable practices by the merged entity, which would require
further research, monitoring, and evaluation.

4.6. Contributions from a Magasid al-Shariah Perspective

The Magasid al-Shariah, or the higher objectives of Islamic law, provide a comprehensive framework for evaluating
the positive contributions of bank mergers in Qatar to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) from an Islamic
perspective (Abbas et al., 2014).

One key principle from a Magasid perspective is justice. Bank mergers should promote equitable access to financial
services, ensuring that the benefits of mergers are distributed fairly among stakeholders, including customers,
employees, shareholders, and local communities. This can be evaluated by assessing the impact of bank mergers on
financial inclusion, affordability, and accessibility of banking services, as well as the fairness of distribution of
benefits among different stakeholders.

Another principle is welfare. Bank mergers should contribute to the economic welfare and well-being of individuals
and communities by promoting sustainable economic growth, job creation, and poverty alleviation. This can be
evaluated by assessing the impact of bank mergers on economic indicators such as GDP growth, employment
generation, and poverty reduction, and examining the extent to which merged banks support the financial needs of
individuals and businesses in a sustainable manner (Abbas et al., 2014).

Sustainability is also a crucial principle. Bank mergers should promote environmentally sustainable practices and
contribute to the protection of the environment, including natural resources, ecosystems, and biodiversity. This can
be assessed by evaluating the environmental policies, practices, and performance of merged banks, including their
commitment to responsible lending, investment in environmentally friendly projects, and implementation of
sustainable business practices (Knapp & Gart, 2014).

Ethical conduct is another important consideration. Bank mergers should adhere to ethical principles and values in
their business operations, including transparency, accountability, and social responsibility. This can be evaluated by
examining the corporate governance practices of merged banks, their commitment to ethical conduct, and their
engagement in socially responsible initiatives that benefit the society at large.

Social cohesion is also a relevant principle. Bank mergers should promote social cohesion and harmony within
communities by supporting inclusive and socially responsible practices that foster social integration, diversity, and
inclusivity. This can be assessed by evaluating the impact of bank mergers on social indicators such as community
engagement, stakeholder participation, and support for social initiatives that contribute to social cohesion and
inclusivity (Bindabel et al., 2017).

In conclusion, evaluating the positive contributions of bank mergers in Qatar to the SDGs from a Magasid perspective
involves assessing their adherence to the principles of justice, welfare, sustainability, ethical conduct, and social
cohesion. By promoting these principles in the context of bank mergers, Qatar can ensure that the resulting financial
institutions contribute to the overall well-being and sustainable development of the society in line with Islamic values
and the broader goals of the SDGs.

4.7. Policy Recommendations

Based on the potential positive contributions of a bank merger to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the
following policy recommendations can be proposed:

Promote Financial Inclusion: The merged bank should prioritize efforts to promote financial inclusion by ensuring
access to affordable and accessible financial services for all segments of society, including underserved and
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vulnerable populations. This can be achieved through innovative product offerings, digital financial services, and
partnerships with local communities and stakeholders.

Foster Innovation and Technology Adoption: The merged bank should invest in research and development of
innovative financial products and services, as well as adopt advanced technologies to enhance operational efficiency,
risk management, and customer experience. This can include leveraging fintech partnerships, promoting digital
payments, and utilizing data analytics for informed decision-making (Knapp & Gart, 2014).

Strengthen Corporate Governance: The merged bank should prioritize good corporate governance practices,
including transparency, accountability, and risk management, to ensure sound and responsible financial management.
This can include establishing robust risk management frameworks, conducting regular audits, and adhering to
international best practices in corporate governance.

Support Sustainable Economic Growth: The merged bank should prioritize financing and supporting sustainable
economic sectors, such as renewable energy, green infrastructure, and social enterprises, to contribute to Qatar's
economic diversification and environmental sustainability goals (Bindabel et al., 2017). This can involve developing
dedicated financing programs, offering preferential rates for sustainable projects, and incorporating environmental,
social, and governance (ESG) considerations in lending and investment decisions.

Foster Partnerships for SDG Alignment: The merged bank should actively engage in partnerships with other financial
institutions, government entities, civil society organizations, and international organizations to collectively work
towards achieving the SDGs in Qatar. This can include joint initiatives for capacity-building, knowledge sharing,
and collaborative projects that address social, economic, and environmental challenges.

Monitor and Report SDG Progress: The merged bank should establish a robust system for monitoring, measuring,
and reporting its progress towards contributing to the SDGs. This can involve setting clear targets and indicators
aligned with the SDGs, conducting regular impact assessments, and transparently reporting on the bank's SDG-
related initiatives, outcomes, and challenges.

Engage Stakeholders in Decision-Making: The merged bank should actively engage relevant stakeholders, including
customers, employees, shareholders, and local communities, in the decision-making processes related to sustainable
development initiatives. This can involve soliciting feedback, conducting stakeholder consultations, and
incorporating diverse perspectives to ensure inclusive and participatory decision-making (Knapp & Gart, 2014).

In conclusion, implementing these policy recommendations can help ensure that a bank merger in Qatar contributes
positively to the SDGs, aligning the merged bank's operations with Qatar's sustainable development priorities and
supporting the country's progress towards achieving the SDGs by 2030.

5. Conclusion and Limitations

Globally, M&A between banks has become increasingly prevalent. Bank M&A has frequently been influenced by
policies for revamping the banking sector in many developing economies to enhance financial system stability.
Despite the scant proof that M&A can improve banks' performance, this is true. In light of this, this research aimed
to conduct a comparative analysis of the effects of pre- and post-M&A on the financial performance of the first bank
that went under the merger process three years prior and three years’ post-merger. The results indicate that the
experience of M&A has an insignificant effect on the banks' liquidity, profitability, solvency, and investment.

The findings of this study are comparable to those of Abbas et al. (2015) investigation into the financial performance
of Pakistani banks, which found no discernible difference between the pre-and post-merger financial performance of
banks. However, where studies by Berger & Humphrey (1992), Abbas et al. (2014), and Mantravadi & Reddy (2008)
indicated a decline in financial performance after M&A, other studies, such as Caprion (1999), Calomiris & Karenski
(2000), and De Nicolo et al. (2003), have reported an improvement in the financial performance after M&A.
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It is advised that policymakers and regulators consider developing policies that encourage consolidation within the
banking sector in Qatar in light of this research’s findings. Banks' performance, effectiveness, and liquidity may
increase due to mergers and acquisitions, which could eventually be advantageous to the entire economy. In order to
increase transparency and comparability among banks, governments should also promote the implementation of
standardized financial reporting systems and disclosure criteria.

This study's policy implications include the requirement for continuous monitoring and evaluation of Qatar's banking
sector. Frequent evaluations of bank performance, financial stability, and risk management procedures can assist in
pinpointing problem areas and make sure that the sector is still able to withstand possible shocks. Also, governments
ought to think about taking action to assist smaller banks that might struggle to compete with bigger, more established
banks (Aysan et al., 2022).

Some areas of research could build on the findings of this analysis in terms of future investigations. Investigating
how other macroeconomic factors, such as variations in interest rates or inflation, affect the financial performance of
banks in Qatar is one possible line of inquiry. Examining the performance of other banks in the area and contrasting
their financial ratios with those of Dukhan Bank could be another subject for future research. This could assist in
discovering trends and patterns that are particular to Dukhan Bank and offer a broader view of the performance of
banks in the Qatari banking sector (Calomiris & Karenski, 2000).

Furthermore, a more thorough examination of Dukhan Bank's activities might reveal some underlying causes of poor
financial performance. For instance, a review of the bank's lending portfolio could show which economic sectors are
fueling loan growth and whether the bank's lending policies are long-term viable. The bank's cost structure may also
offer the potential for cost savings, which could eventually lead to higher profitability. Researchers could get a more
nuanced picture of the elements influencing Dukhan Bank's financial performance and pinpoint specific areas for
improvement by performing more in-depth examinations of particular components of the bank's operations.

In conclusion, Dukhan Bank merger has the potential to positively contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) through various means such as enhanced financial robustness, increased access to finance, innovation and
technology adoption, sustainable financing, strong corporate governance, partnerships for SDG alignment, and
stakeholder engagement. By prioritizing sustainable practices, the merged bank can play a critical role in promoting
inclusive economic growth, social development, and environmental sustainability in Qatar.

There are several potential areas for future research related to the positive contributions of bank mergers in Qatar to
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).

One area of research could focus on conducting impact assessments to evaluate the actual impact of bank mergers
on the SDGs in Qatar using quantitative and qualitative research methods. Such assessments can help measure the
outcomes and impacts of merged banks on various SDG targets, such as financial inclusion, innovation, sustainable
financing, and stakeholder engagement (Aysan et al., 2022).

Another area of research could explore stakeholder perspectives and perceptions on the positive contributions of bank
mergers to the SDGs. This can involve qualitative research methods such as interviews, focus groups, and surveys to
understand stakeholder perceptions, expectations, and experiences related to SDG-aligned banking practices.
Understanding stakeholder perspectives can provide insights into the effectiveness and relevance of bank mergers in
promoting SDG alignment from different stakeholder viewpoints, including customers, employees, shareholders,
local communities, and government entities.

Comparative studies can provide valuable insights into best practices, lessons learned, and potential transferable
strategies for promoting SDG alignment in the context of bank mergers. Researchers can benchmark the performance
of bank mergers in Qatar against similar experiences in other countries or regions to identify similarities, differences,
and potential strategies for promoting sustainable banking practices.
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Long-term sustainability is another area that can be explored in future research related to bank mergers and the SDGs
(Bindabel et al., 2017). This can involve assessing the resilience of SDG-aligned practices in merged banks to external
shocks, evaluating their financial performance over time, and identifying challenges and opportunities for sustaining
SDG-aligned practices over the long term.

The role of technology and innovation in driving positive contributions of bank mergers to the SDGs can also be an
interesting area of research. This can involve studying the adoption and impact of fintech, digital financial services,
and other technological innovations in promoting financial inclusion, enhancing operational efficiency, and
supporting sustainable financing practices (Aysan et al., 2022).

Lastly, conducting research to evaluate the long-term impact of bank mergers on the SDGs can provide insights into
the sustained contribution of merged banks to specific SDG targets over time. This can help identify strategies to
maximize the positive impact of bank mergers on the SDGs in the long run.

By conducting research in these areas, we can further enhance our understanding of the potential positive
contributions of bank mergers to the SDGs in Qatar and identify strategies for promoting sustainable banking
practices that align with Qatar's sustainable development agenda.

Overall, Dukhan bank merger in Qatar has the potential to be a catalyst for positive change and contribute
significantly to the country's sustainable development agenda. By aligning their operations with the SDGs and
adopting responsible business practices, the merged bank can create a positive impact on society while generating
long-term value for all stakeholders involved.
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Abstract

Modern living gives us the chance to commemorate the many beautiful and unique religious traditions and to
highlight the many benefits that society gains from their preservation. Commercial banks were founded in a
framework distinct from the Islamic context, with distinct foundational ideals and paradigms. As a result, most
Muslims have not largely accepted those banks. In Oman, where the banking system transformed from regular public
banking services to Islamic banking services to meet the demands and requirements of the Sharia Complaint system
where interest is not utilized as guided by Islamic economics. Hence, the focus of this research is on the halal earnings
of Islamic banks. This study's major objectives are to empirically investigate and evaluate the halal profits of Islamic
banks in Oman while highlighting crucial information about banking performance that can help decision and
policymakers in the banking industry. An analysis of the financial statements for the two Islamic Banks for the five
years covering 2017 to 2021 allowed for the determination of the halal earnings from a financial perspective. This
research topic was covered using secondary sources. In addition to using quantitative research to determine the
relationships, this study was undertaken to investigate the halal profit of Islamic banks. Halal profit guarantees that
the bank's earnings are obtained ethically and legally, in accordance with the standards and principles held by its
society. Discussion in this paper is expected to serve as a road map for a future initiative to elevate Islamic banking
by maintaining an unwavering focus on innovation and the desire to provide excellence in everything banks do,
including the development and provision of a wide range of integrated products and services that are completely
compliant with Sharia principles.
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1. Introduction

Islamic economy is built on particular characteristics. Labor, capital, taking risks, and undertaking are all ways to
make wealth. Labor is highly valued, and partnerships between labor and capital are promoted. Financial capital is
compared to a fertile female that can only create offspring when mated with a male (i.e., work), and that can only
produce yield when labor is present. Therefore, financial capital has the legal right to make a profit, provided that it
invests in a business and assumes all risks alongside the laborer or entrepreneur. Islamic "Sharia" permits all
economic activity as long as it serves people's interests and satisfies their real-world requirements and as long as it
does so within the context of protecting and preserving the public interest. Islam presents its distinct and original
understanding of money as a trustee in its primary sources. A tool to evaluate assets and products is monetary. It
serves as a middleman for the exchange of goods and assets between individuals. As a result, money cannot be used
to make money on its own. Selling and buying products and assets with cash can result in a profit (Islamic Banking
Services, n.d.). Oman is ranked 68 among 190 economies in the ease of doing business, according to the latest World
Bank annual ratings (World Bank Open Data, n.d.). The Islamic banking sector has seen uninterrupted growth over
the last decade. Table 1 shows double-digit growth trends in both assets and financing of Islamic banks in the past
few years.

Table 1. Trends of the Assets and Financing of Islamic Banks

Indicators 2013 2018 2021
Total assets (USD billions) 1,168 1,754 2,100
Total Sharia-compliant financing (USD billions) 753 1,052 N. A
Total funding/liabilities (USD billions) 1,067 1,748 1,928
Number of Islamic banks 169 189 190
Number of Islamic banking windows 83 81 81

Source: Islamic Financial Services Board 2022 (IFSB), n.d. Pp.12-42.

Sharia-compliant assets make up a sizeable amount of the GCC's overall banking businesses. Kuwait has the largest
market share of Islamic banking in the GCC with 35%, followed by Qatar with 27%, Saudi Arabia with 24%, Bahrain
with 22%, and UAE with 17%. GCC Islamic banking share reaches 25% of the total banking assets. Oman's Islamic
banking market is 17%, the smallest in the GCC. In Oman, the combined assets of Islamic banks and windows made
up 10% of the system's total assets. Conventional banks, Islamic banks, and currency exchange companies are viewed
as the most solid financial intermediaries in Oman (Mendoza, 2023).

1.1. Commitments to Regional Banking Powerhouse

The political and economic climate in Oman right now would seem to be conducive to the establishment of the
suggested dual banking system. Both newly founded Islamic financial institutions and conventional banks in the
nation seek to offer Sharia-compliant products and services, suggesting that the adoption of Islamic financial products
and services is being driven by demand. It is difficult to predict the market share that Islamic financial products will
obtain; it is oversimplified to assume that Oman's majority-Muslim population will abandon traditional banking
services just because of their religious commitments. To operate Islamic windows in Oman's developing Islamic
banking sector, Bank Nizwa and Alizz Islamic Bank are relatively new entrants. Since both banks' initial investments
in infrastructure and human resource development seem to have been exhausted, we anticipate that they will both
reduce any upward pressure on their expenses in a challenging operating environment. It was anticipated that these
banks would be able to gradually lower their operating cost-to-income ratio to that of other Omani banks, leading to
an increase in operating profits in the first ten years (Magd & McCoy, 2014).

Banks are crucial to the nation's economic growth in the current financial system. A nation's economic growth is
significantly influenced by its monetary policies. The central bank of the nation decides how much liquidity is
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accessible to its banks through monetary policy. In Gulf, there was a fundamental problem with savings and
investment for the future. The primary motivation for saving is to go on Hajj, a safe avenue for funds to plan a better
financial future. In 2012, the Central Bank of Oman approved Islamic banking intending to diversify local banking
and financial services to enhance economic size and depth, scope, and better support for the Omani economy
(Alzadjal et al., 2021). To make complex Islamic banking principles more understandable to a wide range of
stakeholders, including CEOs, venture capitalists, the general public, and the media, the current study makes a
successful scientific communication attempt. Islamic banking refers to a banking system that follows Sharia
principles and puts them into practice through the development of Islamic economics. Islamic Sharia-compliant
finance is the most acceptable name for Islamic banking. Participatory banking and the prohibition of interest
collection and payment are two fundamental concepts of Islamic banking. Under Sharia compliance, the collection
of monetary rewards is barred. Sharia prohibits the payment or acceptance of specific interest or fees (known as usury
or usury) for financial loans, whether fixed or variable. Due to a lack of practice, previous Islamic economies have
adopted these concepts to varying degrees. To implement these concepts into private or semi-private business
operations within the Arab community, the majority of Islamic banks were founded in the late 20th century. The
majority of the financial institutions in Oman are traditional and Islamic banks, including regional, global, and
specialty banking institutions such as the Oman Housing Bank and the Oman Development Bank. The banking
industry in Oman has thrived despite the country's economic challenges and is one of the main forces behind the
Omani economy. Banks were on the front lines of executing financial support measures put forth by the government
and the Central Bank of Oman (CBO) while also having to deal with Covid-19. To advance the client lifecycle, banks
are continually developing cutting-edge, customer-focused products, an online boarding system, instant loan top-up
requests through the app by Oman Arab Bank (Malti, 2022), Wallet Transfer features, and contactless “Tap and Go”
cards by the National Bank of Oman. There is nothing exceptional about the way Islamic finance operates in Oman
because the majority of Omani citizens and expatriates value having access to financial products that follow the laws
and regulations that are in effect in Oman. With excellent digital channel platforms for Islamic banking, Oman holds
many possibilities. Islamic banking and finance have advanced with the creation of the Islamic Banking Regulatory
Framework of late. Among the newcomers to the sector are two Independent Islamic banks (1I1B) and six Islamic
banking windows. The Edict announced a Sharia-compliant model, which encouraged financial systems to outbid
their banks for customers. In recent years, Islamic banks in the Sultanate of Oman have developed and competed
with their conventional counterparts, achieving large profits and strong asset quality. Islamic banks have been able
to establish a reputation because of the considerable public demand for Islamic goods, supportive laws, an expanding
branch network, and a push from conventional banks' Islamic windows that have become widely present, Islamic
banking in Oman has a bright future (Ahamed, 2023).

1.2. A New Era for Banking

Since the previous few decades, the Omani banking system has shifted from general conventional banking to Islamic
banking because it satisfies the needs and requirements of an interest-free society as prescribed by Islamic doctrine.
The most crucial Sharia rule in acting in Business or economics is Riba prohibited (interest). Islamic Banks (IBs) are
financial institutions governed by Islamic jurisprudence. Rather than lending money for interest, the faith encourages
people to invest their spare wealth so that it circulates in the market and gives them profit (Ribh). Ribh is intended
for compensating traders for their expenses, time, and effort. The most important code that separates profits or losses
and stops interest from being collected (given and charged). The traditional banking system consists of those financial
organizations that provide services like debiting and crediting customer cash flows, giving their clients long-term
and short-term loans, and other commercial services.

The Government of Oman mandated Bank Nizwa and Alizz Islamic Bank to operate as exclusive Islamic Banks and
granted licenses to six conventional banks to operate Islamic windows, making them relatively new entrants in the
Omani banking sector. Operations began in 2013. As Oman’'s first exclusively Islamic bank, Bank Nizwa offers a full
range of services and goods that adhere to Sharia. In compliance with the license granted by the Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) and the Banking Law established by the Royal Decree No. 114/2000, the Bank provides the full range
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of commercial banking services. The Bank was established as a licensed Sharia-compliant commercial bank with the
assistance of the Founding Committee, which the Founders appointed to act on their behalf. The bank now offers a
comprehensive range of banking products to individuals, small and medium-sized businesses, companies, and
government entities after beginning operations in January 2013. IBs have the skills and resources required to be
dependable partners in all of their clients' financial transactions, and they aspire to become Oman's preferred banking
institution to meet all financial needs within the Sultanate of Oman and beyond. Bank Nizwa has access to cutting-
edge banking technology and software and is dedicated to providing customers with the best Islamic Banking
experience. With 19 locations right now, the bank will significantly develop its branch network over the next five
years as part of its strategic objective to expand the bank.

Secondly, Alizz Islamic Bank, established in November 2012, offers retail and corporate financing through branches,
the internet (alizzislamic.com), and mobile devices. The mission of Alizz Islamic Bank is to provide outstanding
Sharia-compliant financial solutions to achieve remarkable and long-lasting benefits for our stakeholders. Although
the bank's main office is in Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman, the bank intends to make each local branch of Alizz Islamic
Bank a headquarters to serve all of its client’s financial needs and aid in their financial success. The present study's
final focus is on what the determinants of halal profits are and how Islamic banks in Oman uphold Sharia rules while
turning a profit. The outcomes are expected to support Islamic banks to provide financial services that are in line
with the precepts of Islamic law; halal profit offers several benefits, that encourage halal investing which is very less
risky, and a disciplined investment that allows followers to build wealth without worry.

It is important to study the halal profits because halal concerns of Gen Z were averagely recorded and Halal consumer
behaviors have not been significantly differentiated by gender, education level, marital status, income, habitat, source
of personal income, knowledge level about Halal, shopping mode, and shopping frequency in Omani context (Yiiksel,
2022).

Numerous research has been done on the profitability practices in multiethnic local markets including Singapore,
Indonesia, Malaysia, and GCC nations. Few studies focus on halal financial behavior where Islam is recognized as
the state religion. In this context, even though it would be very difficult to analyze the influence of profit perceptions
on the protective and regulatory roles of government, the determinants of halal profits of consumers living in GCC
nations seem to be worthy of inquiry. In addition to having a conservative societal interpretation of and approach to
Islam, Oman is renowned for having an Islamic legal system, governance, and legislative framework. This study
offers insightful information about Omani banks’ halal profits, which is still in its infancy. This study attempted to
describe and explain Halal profits among Islamic banks in Oman because there was no study specifically designed
to describe/explain Halal profit behaviors with Islamic banking products in Oman. The study's background and
environment are briefly covered in the current part of the paper. There are four more portions to the paper following
afterward. A summary of the reviewed literature is given in part 2 of the paper. Information on the sample and the
methods is detailed in part 3. The financial analysis and results are presented in Part 4; the article's conclusion and
limitations are covered in Part 5.

2. Literature Review

The power of halal profits on the financial performance of organizations is a matter of debate. Several accounting
measures for profitability, return to shareholders, and operational efficiency have been used in studies to assess the
effects of halal profits on the financial performance of commercial and Islamic banks. This section will include some
of the earlier research on the factors that affect Islamic banks' profitability margin (halal profits). A study's literature
review is crucial since it aids in achieving and supporting the study's goal. Through these studies, the focus is on
three categories. The first category includes factors that affect Islamic banks' profitability margin in a single nation;
followed by studies on the same topic done in other nations, the third category includes a comparison of the
profitability of Islamic banks versus conventional ones.
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2.1. Studies of country cases

Muda, Shaharuddin, and Embaya (2013) compared the factors that influence profitability at domestic and
international Islamic banks in a study of 17 Islamic banks in Malaysia. The results reveal that Malaysian domestic
Islamic banks are more profitable than foreign Islamic banks. The overhead expenses, loans, efficiency, gross
domestic product growth rate, and bank size have a significant effect in determining banks’ profitability, which case
applies to domestic banks only. The results also show that the profitability determinants of domestic banks are
different from those of foreign banks. In turn, the gross domestic product per capita has a significant effect in
determining banks profitability of only foreign banks. The study finds that deposits, capital and reserves, inflation,
and banks’ age have a significant effect in determining banks’ profitability of both domestic and foreign banks.
Meanwhile, liquidity and concentration are not able to explain the variability of domestic and foreign Islamic banks’
profitability.

With 17% of the market share the two full-fledged Islamic banks and five Islamic windows including Meethaq of
Bank Muscat, Sohar Islamic, and Maisarah of Bank Dhofar, Muzn of National Bank of Oman, and Al Yusr of Oman
Arab Bank boasts the GCC's fastest-growing Islamic banking market (Central Bank of Oman - Quarterly Statistical
Bulletins, n.d.).

From the years 2007 to 2014, Aslam, Inamullah, and Ismail (2016) examined the three big groups namely, industry,
internal, and external that are influencing the profitability of Islamic banks in Pakistan. Linear Regression test was
used and concluded that the determinants of both ROA and ROE are not the same and they are used to measure the
profitability of Islamic banks of 17 conventional banks and 5 fully-fledged Islamic banks. Size, deposits, financing,
share, GDP, and Inflation are the factors that are insignificantly affected by ROA and ROE. Size, financing, and
market share positively impact over ROA and ROE whereas Deposits, GDP, and Inflation negatively impact over
ROA and ROE (Aslam, Inamullah, & Ismail, (2016). Islamic banking transactions are governed by the codes of the
Sharia, which prohibits interest and regulates that income, which must be resulting in a return from capitalist
investment. It concludes that the UAE Islamic banks can set the role model for the neighboring GCC banks to adopt
it and offer contemporary financial services in conformity with Islamic Sharia (Ahamed & Shahul Hameed, 2010).
Hassan and Ahmed (2019) used panel analysis (fixed effects model) to analyze how bank-specific attributes affected
the profitability of all Islamic banks in Bangladesh from 2010 to 2017. Bank explanatory factors included size,
capital-to-risk assets, liquidity risk (investment to deposit), credit risk (non-performing investment), and operational
efficiency (cost to income). Bank profitability as measured by ROA. The study's findings showed that while liquidity
and credit risk are substantial and positively associated with bank profitability, bank size, capital, and cost to income
have a negative correlation and are significant.

2.2. Comparative Studies of Islamic vs Conventional Banks’ Profitability

Jallow used the System GMM dynamic panel estimator on a sample of 130 Islamic banks to examine the performance
of a few selected Islamic banks in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Member nations. The findings
imply that changes in the macroeconomic environment, as well as management-related issues, have an impact on
Islamic banks' profitability. The findings point to capitalization, asset quality, efficiency, and bank size as the primary
determinants of bank profitability among the bank-specific variables. Furthermore, the results indicate that while the
real GDP growth rate per capita has no discernible effect on profitability, the degree of inflation has a positive
significant effect, suggesting that Islamic banks do better during inflationary periods (Jallow, 2022). Other studies
that employ financial ratio analysis (FRA) come to conflicting conclusions regarding how emerging banks and
Central Banks function (Siraj and Pillai, 2012). Loghod (2011) examined the data from GCC nations, this study
compares the effectiveness of Islamic and conventional banking systems and finds that I1Bs are less risky and more
dependent on outside funding than CBs. However, internal growth and profitability show no difference (Loghod
(2011). During the financial crisis, profitability declined more quickly for Islamic banks. After the crisis, Islamic
banks were less profitable than their conventional counterparts, although they later rebounded to outperform them.
Different profitability metrics for Islamic banks were often lower than for normal banks (Basu et al., 2015).
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2.3. Banks Profitability in Cross-Country Studies

In their 2016 study, Aliyu and Yusof looked into the key factors that affect Islamic banks' profitability (ROA),
including cost efficiency (the ratio of non-interest expenses to average assets), capitalization (the proportion of equity
to total assets), liquidity ratio (the ratio of net interest income to average assets), and macroeconomic factors like
inflation, GDP, and exchange rate. The authors claimed that overhead, non-interest-earning assets, and short-term
funding are crucial elements in boosting bank earnings (Aliyu, & Yusof, 2016). Oino (2015) looked at the factors
that affect the profitability of sub-Saharan African banks as well as their level of competition. Elsiefy (2013) looked
at the factors that affected the profitability of conventional and Islamic banks in Qatar from 2006 to 2011. According
to the study, cost-effectiveness and capital strength both negatively affected conventional banks' profitability.
Additionally, the study discovered that liquidity had a statistically significant negative impact on the profitability of
Islamic banks. Finally, Both Islamic and conventional banks were found to have little bearing on macroeconomics.
Smaoui and Salah (2011) investigated the factors influencing the GCC region's Islamic banks' profitability. For the
years 1995 to 2009, panel data from forty-four Islamic banks were used in the study. The study's findings showed
that capital, higher-quality assets, and larger size had strong, favourable connections with bank profitability that
increased profitability. Finally, the analysis discovered that the association between bank profitability and GDP and
inflation was both significant and had a favourable impact.

2.4. Research Gap and Contribution of the Present Study

It is evident that the Sultanate is currently experiencing a shortage of the requisite industry-relevant skills and
knowledge, much like all other countries doing so throughout the implementation phase of developing a halal banking
system. In order to compete long-term with neighboring countries, the Sultanate must be able to supply local
providers of Shariah-compliant services with a steady supply of graduates who have the background knowledge
required for a fruitful and fulfilling career in the sector. There is a gap in previous studies focused on measuring the
halal profitability of Islamic banks, but in this research, the researcher focused on measuring the halal profits of two
banks (Alizz Bank and Bank Nizwa). Halal profit for Islamic banks is very useful because it meets the needs of
society without interest. The previous research found that there are no foreign Islamic banks and Islamic windows
currently operating in Oman. The literature on halal earnings' consequences illustrates the intricate relationship
between the ROE and interests. Profit is obtained through making active investments in the actual economy. Profits
are permitted (halal). Riba is haraam, or forbidden. Contrarily, riba is unearned income. Businesses should choose
halal over profits. Businesses will prosper if you uphold Islamic ideals (such as social justice, honesty, and
truthfulness). Ahamed, (2023) observed a lack of general understanding of Halal profit in Oman, despite the fact that
there is no empirical study on Halal profits and/or Halal earnings behavior in Oman.

3. Research Method

The goal of this study was to examine the profitability or halal profit of Islamic banks in Oman. The population
represents all Islamic banks operating in Oman. The Islamic Windows of Commercial Banks (IWCB) are not
included. ICWBs must deal with issues like the complexity of applying unified capital adequacy standards, the
prejudice resulting from the nature of competition between the banks and their transparency levels, the consistency
of financial reporting in light of the overlap between Islamic and non-Islamic activities, and the challenge of
effectively managing banking risks in a "combined" banking practice. In addition, from a commercial bank's internal
perspective, these problems have made it difficult for the institution to implement particular monetary policies,
expand the money supply, and create liquidity. Being a quantitative study, this study involves gathering and
interpreting numerical data. Using quantitative techniques, this study examines financial ratios in the halal
profitability areas for five years to assess the performance of Omani Islamic Banks. This study's research methods
are based on previous research methods. The two categories and specific ratios employed in this study.
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3.1. Research Design, Data Collection, and Analysis

The goal of this study was to examine the halal profitability of Islamic banks in Oman. The case study research design
has been used which is a powerful instrument for researching patterns and particular circumstances across a wide
range of scientific disciplines.

Being a quantitative study, this study involves gathering and interpreting numerical data. To find relative
correspondences, quantitative research is employed. The data has been collected via the Muscat Stock Exchange, and
it will be primarily relied on to collect financial data, especially for the two Omani Islamic banks.

3.2. Research Questions

The purpose of the study is to provide answers to the following questions:
1) What is affecting the halal profit margin of Islamic banks in Oman?

2) What are the halal profit prospects of Omani Islamic banks?

3.3. Halal Profitability Ratios

The ability of a business to create halal profit in relation to sales, balance sheet assets, operating costs, and
shareholders' equity over a given time period is measured and evaluated by analysts and investors using halal
profitability ratios. They show how effectively a company utilizes its resources to produce halal profit and
shareholder value. This study looked at the profitability of halal products in terms of net revenue margin, return on
equity, and return on assets. Thus, the following variables have been assessed: ROE, ROA, and OCE to indicate the
effectiveness of the halal profitability from its equity financing, resources, and overheads respectively.

The study's independent and dependent variables are shown in Table 2. Probable relationships will be tested during
the data analysis step to see whether or not there are any significant differences caused by independent variables.

Table 2. Independent and dependent variable probable associations for halal profits margin

Variables Measurements

Return on Equity (ROE) Profit after tax +~ Total equity

Return on Assets (ROA) Profit after tax + Total assets
Operational Cost Efficiency (OCE) Operating expenses + Operating income
Bank Size (BS) Total Bank assets

Liability-to-asset ratio (DAR) Total Liabilities + Total Assets
Equity-to-asset ratio (EAR) Equity + Total Assets

4. Results and Discussion
4.1 Halal Profit Theory and Practice

Halal profit includes leasing and a variety of sales methods, as well as profit-loss sharing and equity participation
schemes. Buying and selling is "Swapping a body balanced with the property that the other two should (tasharruf)
controlled by consent gabul in the manner permitted by Personality”. The financial statements were prepared in
accordance with the requirements of the Islamic Banking Regulatory Framework ("IBRF") using the modified
version of CBO on The Financial Accounting Standards ("FAS") issued by the Accounting and Auditing
Organization for Islamic Financial Institutions ("AAOIFI™) and other applicable regulations.

Profits and expenses from all investments in ljarah (rental) assets shall be divided between the Bank and holders of
unconstrained investment accounts in accordance with the Bank's profit distribution policy. All real estate investment
profits and expenses incurred in connection with the investment will be exclusively for the bank’s account and won't
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be distributed to owners of unconstrained investment accounts. Owners' equity and holders of unrestricted investment
accounts received an equal share of the investment profits. After allocating the Mudarib (provider of skill and labor)
share of profit in accordance with the approved policy, the investment risk reserve, which is set at 10%, is subtracted
from the customer's share in order to cover potential equity losses for owners of unconstrained investment accounts.
According to the terms and conditions of the Mudaraba contract, the investment risk reserve will be returned to the
owners of investment accounts. Legal safeguard According to the Commercial Company Law of 1974, 10% of the
net earnings for the year must be set aside each year as a legal reserve until the reserve balance reaches one-third of
the bank's paid-up capital. No transfer would be performed in the event that the Bank was experiencing losses. If
taxable profits exceed RO 30,000 as determined using International Financial Reporting Standard ("IFRS")
accounting, the Bank is subject to income tax at a rate of 12%. For a period of five years, the tax losses can be carried
forward and applied to upcoming taxable profits.

Sales Receivable: The Bank finances these transactions by purchasing an item that serves as Murabaha's (cost-plus
financing) object, which it then resells to the client (beneficiary) at a profit. The buyer pays the purchase price (cost
plus the profit margin) back in installments throughout the predetermined time frame.

Wakala Investments: In this type of investment, the Bank, acting as the "Muwakkil" (Principal), appoints the client
as the "Wakeel" (Agent), who is responsible for managing the invested funds in Sharia-compliant activities that the
Wakeel may engage in as agreed upon on behalf of the Muwakkil. While the expected profit rate cannot be fixed, the
investment amount is not guaranteed.

Rate of Return Risk: Due to mismatches in contractual maturities or repricing of on and off-balance sheet assets and
liabilities, the Bank is exposed to profit rate risk. It is dealt with by an asset and liability management committee that
regularly assesses the profit rate dynamics and decides on re-pricing of assets and liabilities while making sure that
the bank's spread stays within acceptable bounds. Based on the variable profit rate non-trading financial assets and
financial liabilities held at the reporting date, the sensitivity of the statement of income measures the impact of the
expected changes in profit rates on the earnings for one year.

Profit rate sensitivity gap: Mismatches between the repricing of assets and the related liabilities during the period
give rise to sensitivity to profit rates.

Disclosure of Displaced Commercial Risk: In the event that the Investment Accountholder (IAH)'s equity profit rates
are below market rates, the Bank is subject to displaced commercial risk. The Bank has reduced this risk by creating
reserves that will be needed if IAH profit rates fall.

Qualitative Disclosure: The Bank keeps the reserves needed to meet CBO requirements. Profits from the investment
are divided between the two parties in accordance with a prior agreement, while any losses are paid by the Investor
(Rab-ul-Maal). Any losses from transactions in a jointly financed venture must first be subtracted from any profits
that have not been allocated if any (Annual Reports, n.d. 2014).

Further, the next section discusses the data analysis using the IBM SPSS 25 software for the study period. The study
results have been addressed in the following paragraphs, and crucial data is shown in Tables 3 through 9. Five ratios
in all, three and two from each category, were determined since they are important to the halal profit of the Islamic
banking sector.

4.2. Profitability Ratios

The key financial data that was extracted from the audited financial statements and utilized to calculate the bank's
profitability ratios over a five-year period is shown in Table 3. The year 2022 data is collected relatively based on
the proportion approach for bank-2. When it comes to financial outcomes, each stakeholder has unique interests.
The ratios were chosen for the profitability study because investors value them and they can draw their attention to
them. When a company is making good profits, it tells investors that things will be going well for the company for a
while. Investors gain confidence as a result, enabling them to continue funding the company. These ratios help to see
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how the halal profit of a business has done over a specific time period. Profitability ratios can be used to assess a
company's profitability. The ability of the company to make profits is better understood by looking at return on assets
and return on equity. Total net income divided by total assets equals return on assets. It refers to the amount of profit
a business makes on every dollar spent. Net income divided by shareholders' equity is the return on equity. ROE ratio
demonstrates how effectively a business manages investment capital. Gross profit and net profit margins are two
examples of ratios. Margin analysis can be used to assess a company's capacity to turn revenues into profits. The
research analyzes the level of firm efficiency with the aid of specific ratios. Since of this, efficiency ratios are
important since they can increase profitability.

Table 3. Financial Data for Profitability Ratios of Islamic Banks

Halal Profits ~ Bank# 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
PAT 1 3,786,500 7,511,603 10,178,607 11,067,000 12,526,000 15,056,000
2 -3,149,643  -357,183 -1,460,383 7,755,731 3,187,369 1,946,738
Shareholders’ 1 130,749,377 137,188,802 147,907,323 159,688,000 239,839,000 246,056,000
Equity 2 78,288,437 77,936,266 70,178,493 100,629,019 104,678,113 109,085,228
1 697,302,971 872,167,540 1,034,363,502 1,206,259,000 1,404,823,000 1,486,123,000
Total Assets 2 568,957,515 682,811,847 718,833,345 865,674,692 974,145,725 1,018,594,188
Operating 1 15,263,487 15,717,795 17,518,919 18,725,000 20,938,000 21,905,000
Expenses 2 10,461,172 3,804,556 12,446,320 13,039,709 13,683,468 15,048,069
Operating 1 4,046,039 8,442,718 11,993,341 12,898,000 14,343,000 17,516,000
Income 2 -3,862,428 420,215 -1,460,383 7,755,731 3,187,369 3,717,711
Total Liabilities 1 338,477,964 412,471,681 576,061,000 680,480,000 248,026,000 244,800,000
2 377,364,617 470,761,363 493,042,090 101,780,914 136,511,533 211,838,243
Total Income 1 22,391,712 27,097,801 33,017,474 39,254,000 44,347,000 52,496,000
2 8,553,954 4,947,817 14,535,878 14,239,842 18,876,956 10,554,211

Table 3 shows the increasing stable trend for bank-1 in all dependent variables. Halal profit places an emphasis on
having a just connection with employees, and if the employee is happy, this increases production and profitability. It
is a very favorable position for the banker through their commitment to the halal profit model of the business to
organize new markets, and value entrepreneurship that creates wealth in Omani society and beyond. For bank-2
showing a mixed trend from negative to positive trend with respect to PAT, and operating income. This enables
salaried individuals to acquire business assets with a range of advantages, like flexible repayment options,
competitive profit rates, and total transparency.

Table 4. Profitability Ratios of Islamic Banks

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Bank-1 0.029 0.055 0.069 0.069 0.052 0.061

ROE Bank-2 -0.040 -0.005 -0.021 -0.077 0.030 0.018
- Bank-1 0.005 0.009 0.010 0.009 0.009 0.010
Bank-2 -0.006 -0.001 -0.002 -0.009 0.003 0.002

Bank-1 3.772 1.862 1.461 1.452 1.460 1.251

OCE Bank-2 -2.708 9.054 -8.523 -1.681 4.293 4.048
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Table 4 displays the halal profits for two banks, for the years 2017 to 2022. Over time, the return on equity (ROE)
ratio has changed; reaching a high of 0.069 in 2020 and a low of 0.029 in 2017 before edging up to 0.061 in 2022 for
bank-1 and for bank-2, return on equity (ROE) ratio has changed drastically, reaching a high of 0.030 in 2021. For
both banks, it is anticipated that ROE will remain reasonably stable in the coming years. From the table, it is evident
that bank-1's ROA has fluctuated over the years, with the highest ROA. On the other hand, bank-2's ROA has been
more volatile, with negative ROA in 2018 and 2020, indicating that the bank incurred losses in those years. However,
its ROA rebounded to 0.008 in 2019, before dropping again to 0.003 in 2022. Overall, the table suggests that bank-1
has been more consistent in generating halal profits from its assets over the years, while bank-2 has experienced more
fluctuations in its halal profitability.

Bank-1's OCE improved over the years, from 3.772 in 2017 to 1.251 in 2022. This indicates that the bank was able
to reduce its operating costs while maintaining its operational performance. However, it is important to note that
Bank-2's OCE in 2017 was already relatively low, indicating that the bank was already operating efficiently. On the
other hand, Bank-2's OCE fluctuated over the years, with a significant drop in 2018 and 2019 before recovering in
2020 and 2022. This suggests that Bank-2 faced challenges in controlling its operating costs during those years.
However, the bank was able to improve its OCE in 2020 and 2021, indicating that it implemented effective cost-
control measures. Overall, the table shows the different levels of operational cost efficiency between the two banks
and how their OCE changed over time.

Table 5. Islamic Banks' Descriptive Statistics for Profitability Ratios

Halal Profits Bank-1 Bank-2

ROE ROA OCE ROE ROA OCE
Mean 0.0559 0.0087 1.8762 -0.0157 -0.0020 0.7470
Standard Error 0.0061 0.0007 0.3879 0.0161 0.0019 2.5576
Median 0.0580 0.0090 1.4603 -0.0127 -0.0013 1.1832
Standard Deviation 0.0149 0.0017 0.9501 0.0394 0.0046 6.2647
Sample Variance 0.0078 0.0006 0.2228 0.0016 0.0000 39.2470
Kurtosis 2.0026 3.8522 5.0683 -0.3552 -0.7751 -0.5244
Skewness -1.3339 -1.8418 2.2224 -0.5279 -0.5478 -0.2420
Range 0.0403 0.0047 2.5219 0.1075 0.0122 17.5765
Minimum 0.0290 0.0054 1.2506 -0.0771 -0.0090 -8.5226
Maximum 0.0693 0.0101 3.7725 0.0304 0.0033 9.0538
Confidence Level (95.0%) 0.0157 0.0018 0.9971 0.0414 0.0048 6.5744

*P-value < 0.05, **P-value < 0.01.

Table 5 displays the positive mean values of most independent variables as well as the descriptive statistical value
for each key variable. The value is used to assess the overall halal profitability across two Islamic banks and
individually. Three variables — ROE, ROA, and OCE — have summary statistics shown in Table 5. They are used to
compare the overall halal profitability across two Islamic banks and individually. The variations for Bank-1 and
Bank-2 were nearly identical for ROA and ROE. However, bank-1's OCE scores are 1.87 and 0.74, indicating that
although not in a significantly better situation, bank-1 is still in a better position than bank-2. The Omani Islamic
banking industry is in a strong position as a major financial institution. Both banks could guarantee a favorable
situation. The indicators of profitability known as ROA and ROE appear to be sound. Pearson’s correlation
coefficients are depicted below the diagonal.
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Table 6. Pearson Correlation Matrix of Islamic Banks for Profitability Ratios

] Bank-1 Bank-2
Halal Profits
ROE ROA OCE ROE ROA OCE
ROE 1.000 1.000
ROA 0.918 1.000 0.996 1.000
OCE -0.901 -0.978 1.000 0.525 0.508 1.000

When the coefficient of correlation between variables exceeds 0.80 (Alharbi, 2017), multicollinearity problems
occur. The matrix shows that the correlation between the banks” ROA-specific variable (internal factors) is strong,
suggesting that multicollinearity is austere or nonexistent. The linearity difficulties in the explanatory variables are
apparent in the correlation matrix (does not exceed 0.80). From Table 6, we can conclude the results of the above
table that there is a significant concern as regards multicollinearity. ROE is favorably associated with ROA; however,
OCE is adversely connected with ROA and ROE for bank-1, as seen in the matrix and OCE is less connected with
ROA and ROE for bank-2, as seen in the matrix. Finally, ROE is positively associated with ROA and OCE for bank-
2.

Table 7. Islamic Banks' Descriptive Statistics for Independent Variables Ratios

Halal Profits sank-1 Bank-2
BS DAR EAR BS DAR EAR

Mean 0.0324 0.4034 0.1594 0.0148 0.4174 0.1134
Standard Error 0.0006 0.0751 0.0081 0.0021 0.1179 0.0055
Median 0.0320 0.4792 0.1614 0.0157 0.4356 0.1108
Standard Deviation 0.0015 0.1841 0.0198 0.0051 0.2889 0.0136
Sample Variance 0.0000 0.0339 0.0004 0.0000 0.0834 0.0002
Kurtosis 3.9278 -1.8661 -0.5672 -1.1297 -3.2090 2.2477
Skewness 1.8586 -0.8003 -0.0126 -0.5701 -0.0383 1.1962
Range 0.0043 0.3994 0.0551 0.0130 0.5719 0.0400
Minimum 0.0311 0.1647 0.1324 0.0072 0.1176 0.0976
Maximum 0.0353 0.5641 0.1875 0.0202 0.6894 0.1376
Confidence Level (95.0%) 0.0016 0.1932 0.0208 0.0053 0.3031 0.0142

Furthermore, Table 7 result reveals that throughout the study period, bank-1 and bank-2 look for more strength. But
some internal factors are strong for bank-1 and some factors are strong for bank-2. The ratio of bank size (BS)
(0.0324), and EAR (0.1594) of bank-1 is higher than those of bank-2. This indicates that bank-1 managed its
operational activities efficiently. The ratio of DAR (0.4174) of bank-2 is higher than that of bank-1. Bank-1 and
bank-2 appear to be sturdier by devouring a fairly high ratio of DAR and that are 0.4034 and 0.4174, respectively.
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Table 8 shows the outcomes of the random effects estimation for bank halal profitability as shown by ROA and ROE.

Table 8. Estimation for Bank Halal Profitability as shown by ROA and ROE.

) Dependent Variable ROA ) Dependent Variable ROE
ROA Analysis ROE Analysis
Bank-1 Bank-2 Bank-1 Bank-2
Coeff. P Coeff. P Coeff. P Coeff. P

Intercept 2331 0192 2399 0.453 Intercept 17567 0103 18.074 0.521
BS 0.061 0.858 -0.255 0.684 BS 0.748 0.675 -2.157 0.702
DAR -0.007 0.141 -0.001 0.957 DAR -0.031  0.161 -0.007 0.940
EAR -0.087 0.063 -0.194 0.444 EAR -0.825 0.019 -1.425 0.520
Observations 6 6 Observations 6 6
Adjusted R Square 0.739 -0.661 Adjusted R Square 0.914 -0.661
Significance F 0.153 0.806 Significance F 0.051 0.806
Prob (F-statistic) 0.000*** 0.000*** Prob (F-statistic) 0.000*** 0.000***

o P < 1%,

Table 8 shows how earnings, cost, and net profit factors affect bank halal profitability as indicated by ROA and ROE.
The locations where regression results can be found are as follows: ROE and ROA are taken into consideration as
this study's dependent variables. With an adjusted R-square of 0.739 for ROA, 0.914 for ROE (bank-1), and -0.661
for ROA and -0.661 for ROE (bank-2), Table 9 depicts the facts in a relatively clear manner. According to F-statistics
at the 1% level of significance, the coefficient values of every independent variable with ROE are statistically
significant for bank-1 (Field, 2009). The analysis shows that the effectiveness of Bank Size (BS) and Debt to Asset
Ratio (DAR) in explaining ROA from the specific characteristics of the banks is not significant and not positive for
bank-2. The BS, DAR, and EAR have detrimental effects on bank-2. Some research claims that a bank's size has no
effect on its output or return on investment. i.e., Adelopo et al. (2017), and Tharu and Yogesh (2019).

Table 9. Quality of EPS and Net Assets per Share of Islamic Banks

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Bank-1 0.003 0.005 0.007 0.007 0.007 0.007

=PS Bank-2 0.003 0.004 0.006 0.007 0.0023 0.015
Bank-1 0.087 0.091 0.099 0.106 0.107 0.110

NAPS Bank-2 0.078 0.078 0.070 0.072 0.075 0.078

According to the data supplied, the profitability ratios of banks have had a variable response to the study period. Over
time, the earnings per share (EPS) ratio has changed, reaching a high of 0.07 in 2019 and a low of 0.03 in 2017 and
continuing to 0.007 up to 2022 for bank-1. Whereas, bank-2 saw an increasing trend from 0.003 to 0.015, a favourable
ratio to win the hearts and confidence of the Islamic halal profit earners. The net assets (NAPS) ratio has been
comparatively constant during the study period in Table 9.

5. Conclusion and Limitations

Halal profit also boosts clients' trust in Islamic banks. Net profits, sales revenues, and operating expenses are the
three key variables that directly and broadly determine the halal profit margin. Ribh (profit) and riba (usury) differ
in a number of important ways. This study's results and analyses have been compared to various earlier studies on
the same topic. The researcher focused on two Islamic banks, and how Islamic banks in Oman have maintained
Sharia principles while making a halal profit. Halal profit provides many advantages because Islamic banks strive to
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provide financial services in conformity with the tenets of Islamic law, these advantages belong either to the Islamic
banks themselves or to their clients. Halal profit guarantees that the bank's profits come from moral and legal sources
that are consistent with the values and beliefs of its clients. Halal profit also increases clients' trust in Islamic banks.
Customers are more likely to have faith in a bank's honesty and dependability if they are aware that their funds are
being invested in ethical and Sharia-compliant ventures. The data for this study was collected from the yearly
financial reports (balance sheet and income statement) of two Islamic banks in the Sultanate of Oman between 2017
and 2022. The study finds that Bank Nizwa has been more consistent in taking profits from its assets over the years,
while the other Bank has withessed uncommon fluctuations in its profitability. This study can be helpful in developing
a strong management strategy that will enhance Islamic banks in an effort to increase profits by supplying crucial
information to practitioners including bank management, regulators, and researchers.

It is possible that the Sultanate will be a trendsetter in the future, which is currently experiencing a shortage of the
requisite industry-relevant skills and knowledge. This gap can and will initially be filled by importing experienced
industry experts, but in order to do so, the Sultanate must be able to do so with the ability to produce graduates who
have the knowledge base required for such a career.

Recommendations for Islamic banks

1- Maintain transparency and disclosure in all interactions with clients: To prevent misconceptions, and to ensure
that everyone is aware of the terms, conditions, and costs related to financial products.

2- Product Innovation: Constantly create new Islamic financial solutions that are innovative and meet changing
consumer needs while adhering to Sharia law.

3- Customer awareness: educating customers about Islamic finance and the unique features of Islamic banking
services. Enhancing their understanding of how Islamic banking services work and the benefits they provide to
customers.

4- Focus on Islamic-compliant ethical investments, such as those made in halal businesses, socially conscious
initiatives, and ethical funds.

5- Focus on customer service: Islamic banks should concentrate their efforts on gratifying clients and forging
enduring relationships with them.

Recommendations for Users of Islamic Banks:

1- Research and due diligence: Before choosing an Islamic bank, do your homework to learn about its reputation,
adherence to Sharia law, product selection, costs, and level of customer care.

2- Understand Sharia Principles: To make wise selections, familiarize yourself with the fundamentals of Islamic
finance. Recognize the variations between Islamic and traditional banking.

3- Halal Investments: Choose Sharia-compliant investment solutions that adhere to Islamic norms if you are
interested in making investments. Think about investing in ethical funds, real estate, or profit-sharing investment
accounts.

4- Ask questions: If customers have any queries or need clarification on any part of their transactions, they should
not be afraid to ask the bank's employees.

5- Choose a reputable bank: The best Islamic bank for customers to choose is one that has a solid track record and is
recognized for adhering to Sharia law.
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Oz

Eglence olgusunun kiiltiriin bir parcasi oldugu, kisilerin dinlerini, inaniglarini, yasama bi¢imlerini, hayat
anlayislarim, kimliklerini yansitti§1 ve toplumdan topluma farklilk gosterebildigi bilinen bir gercektir. Islami
gereklere uygun hizmet talep eden turistlerin dini inanglariyla ¢atigmaksizin turizm faaliyetlerinden yararlanmak
istemesiyle birlikte ortaya ¢ikan helal turizm anlayis1 giderek 6nem kazanmaktadir. Miisliiman turistler seyahat
sirasinda daha neseli olmak, hos vakit gegirmek amaciyla tematik parklari, ¢esitli spor aktiviteleri yapilmasina imkan
taniyan tesisleri ve lunapark gibi eglence hizmeti sunan isletmeleri tercih etmektedir. Turizm en temelde bir dinlenme
ve eglenme faaliyeti oldugundan, helal turizmin de gesitli eglence unsurlar1 barindirmas1 beklenmektedir. Ancak bir
eglencenin ya da aktivitenin helal kabul edilebilmesi i¢in Islom dininin belirledigi ¢ercevenin disina ¢ikilmamasi
gerekmektedir. Bu c¢alismada Tiirkiye’nin UNESCO somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras listesinde yer alan eglence
tiirlerinden “geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin” helal konseptine uygunlugu incelenmistir. Ikincil kaynaklardan
yapilan igerik analizi ile belirlenen eglence tiirliniin uygulanig sekilleri ve ritiielleri helal turizm kriterlerine gore
degerlendirmeye tabi tutulmustur. Arastirmada geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin, helal konseptine uymasi i¢in neler
yapilabilecegi arastirilmaya calisilmistir.
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UNESCO Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi 'nde Yer Alan Tiirk Geleneksel Sohbet Toplantilarina Helal
Turizm Uriinii Perspektifinden Bakis

The Halal Tourism Product Perspective to Turkish Traditional Gatherings in UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage List

Abstract

It is a known fact that entertainment is a part of culture, reflects people's religions, beliefs, lifestyles, understandings
of life and identities, and can differ from society to society. The concept of halal tourism, which emerged with the
tourists who demand services in accordance with Islamic requirements, wanting to benefit from tourism activities
without conflicting with their religious beliefs, is gaining importance. Muslim tourists prefer theme parks, facilities
that allow various sports activities and entertainment services such as amusement parks to be more cheerful and have
a good time during their travels. Since tourism is basically a recreational and recreational activity, halal tourism is
expected to include various entertainment elements. However, in order for an entertainment or activity to be
considered halal, it is necessary not to go beyond the framework determined by the religion of Islam. In this study,
the compatibility of "traditional conversation meetings", which is one of the entertainment types in Turkey's
UNESCO intangible cultural heritage list, to the halal concept was examined. The application forms and rituals of
the entertainment type determined by the content analysis made from the secondary sources were evaluated according
to the halal tourism criteria. In the research, it has been tried to investigate what can be done to comply with the halal
concept of traditional conversation meetings.

Keywords: Intangible Cultural Heritage, Traditional Conversation Meetings, Halal Tourism, Cultural Heritage
1. Giris

Sozliik anlami1 “kisa bir siire de olsa birlikte olmak™ olan sohbet kelimesi “arkadaslik ederek bag kurmak, goniille
veya bedenle uzun siireli beraberlik, diinyevi ya da dini konularin konusuldugu toplanti” anlamlarinda
kullanilmaktadir. Yaygin olarak sohbet kelimesi “alim veya seyhin sozlerini dinlemek amaciyla diizenlenen
tasavvufi- dini toplant1” olarak kullanilmaktadir. Yalan, iftira, giybet gibi giinahlar1 igermeyen muhabbet etmek, hos
vakit gecirmek ve yarenlik etmek gibi deyimler ile ifade edilen sohbetlere katilmakta dinen bir sakinca
goriilmemektedir (islamansiklopedisi, 2022). Sohbetler Miisliimanlarin bos vakitlerini degerlendirmeleri bakimindan
onemli bir husus olarak goriilmektedir. Miisliiman toplumlar igin cami vb. mekanlar bos zamanlari degerlendirmede
onemli bir merkez olarak kabul edilmektedir. Glinlimiizde camilerde veya cami bahgelerinde ney kurslari, el sanatlari,
san kurslar gibi kurslar da verilmektedir. Bu etkinlikler Miisliimanlarin bos zamanlarini1 degerlendirmek i¢in uygun
etkinlikler olarak goriilmektedir (Ayar, 2018: 1053). Miisliimanlarin bos zamanlari degerlendirmede “helal
eglence” kavrami 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Eglence hizmeti sunan kurum ve kuruluslarin Islami esas ve kaidelere uygun
olmasi, bu esas ve kaidelere aykir eglence hizmeti sunmamasi beklenmektedir (Calik & Adam, 2020: 149).

Derleme olarak tasarlanan bu ¢aligmada; UNESCO’nun somut olmayan kiiltlirel miras kapsaminda yer alan
“geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin™ helal sayilabilmesi i¢in hangi sartlar1 saglamasi gerektigi ve bu kapsamda neler
yapilabilecegi arastirilmaya ¢alisilmistir. Bu amag dogrultusunda Google Scholar, Ulusal Tez Merkezi gibi gesitli
veri tabanlar1 ve internet kaynaklarindan “somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras”, “geleneksel sohbet toplantilar1”, “helal
turizm” gibi arama kriterleri kullanilarak ilgili literatiir incelenmistir. Ayrica Www.unesco.org.tr adresinden

Tiirkiye’nin somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras listesine ulasilarak bu listeye kayitli unsurlar arasinda arastirma amacina

hizmet edebilecek bagliklar belirlenmeye ¢alisilmistir. Geleneksel sohbet toplantilart hem giinliik hayatin bir pargasi
olmasi hem de yerel halkin sosyokiiltiirel bir unsuru olmasi sebebiyle arastirma konusu olarak se¢ilmistir. Ayni
zamanda geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin yardimlasma, dayanisma, diriistlik vb. Ozellikleri biinyesinde
barindirmasi, sohbet kavraminin Tiirk toplumunda 6zel bir yere sahip olmasi ve Islamiyet’in de bu degerlere dnem
vermesi sebebiyle ¢alismada 6ne ¢ikmistir. Calismada helal turizm ve helal eglence kavramlar kiiltiirel baglamda
ele alinarak bir bakis agis1 sunmak istenmistir.
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2. Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras (SOKUM)

Bir halkin kiiltiirel mirasi, sanat¢ilarinin, mimarlarinin, miizisyenlerinin, yazarlarinin ve bilim adamlarinin eserlerini
ve ayrica anonim sanatcilarin eserlerini, insanlarin maneviyatinin ifadelerini ve hayata anlam veren degerlerin
tiimiinii igermektedir. Kiiltiirel miras kavrami hem somut hem de soyut iiriinleri igermektedir. Ornegin; insanlarin
yaraticiligimi ifade eden maddi olmayan eserler, diller, ayinler, inanglar, tarihi yerler ve anitlar, edebiyat, sanat
eserleri, arsivler ve kiitiiphaneler bu kapsamda yer almaktadir (Bortolotto, 2007: 23). Somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasi
Ozellikle temsil eden temel unsurlarm ise insan topluluklarinin yasayan kiiltiirii, evrimi ve siirekli geligsimi oldugu
gorlilmektedir. Bu nedenle, somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasin belirli bir topluluk tarafindan kendi 6zgiin kimliginin
yani sira benzersizliginin temel bilesenleri olarak kabul edilen tiim maddi olmayan unsurlart icerdigi
sOylenebilmektedir. Baska bir ifade ile bir halkm kiiltiirii, kendine 6zgii 6zdeyisinin tam kalbini temsil eden
unsurlarin biitiiniidiir (Lenzerini, 2011: 101-102).

UNESCO tarafindan yapilan 32. Genel Konferansi’nin Genel Kurulu’nda kabul edilen S6zlesme’ye gore; UNESCO
sisteminde Ingilizcesi intangible cultural heritage, Fransizcasi patrimoine culturel immatériel olan terim, Tiirkgeye
TBMM tarafindan onaylanan kanun ile “somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras” seklinde c¢evrilmistir (Oguz, 2013: 6).
Soézlesmeye gore; “somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras” topluluklar, gruplar ve bunlarla baglantili olan uygulamalar,
temsiller, ifadeler, bilgiler, beceriler ve bunlarla iliskili araclar, nesneler, eserler ve Kkiiltiirel alanlar anlami
tagimaktadir. Baz1 durumlarda, bireyler de kiiltiirel miraslarinin bir pargasi olarak taninmaktadirlar. S6zlesme ayrica
bu “somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasin” topluluklar ve gruplar tarafindan ¢evrelerine, doga ile etkilesimlerine ve
tarihlerine karsilik olarak siirekli olarak yeniden yaratildigini ve onlara bir kimlik ve siireklilik duygusu sagladigini,
boylece kiiltiirel ¢esitlilige ve insan yaraticiligina saygiyi tesvik ettigini kabul etmektedir. Bu sekilde tanimlanan
“somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras” bir aract olarak dil de dahil olmak iizere sozlii gelenekler, gosteri sanatlari,
geleneksel zanaatlar, sosyal uygulamalar, ritiieller ve bayram etkinlikleri, doga ve doga ile ilgili bilgi ve uygulamalar
gibi alanlarda da kendini gostermektedir (Yoshida, 2004:109).

Somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasin 6nemli olmasinin sebebi bir nesilden digerine aktarilan bilgi ve beceri zenginligini
ifade etmesidir. Her seyden once, azinlik gruplari ve ana akim sosyal gruplar i¢in bilginin sosyal ve ekonomik degeri
o6nemlidir. Somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras, insanlarin kiiltiire]l miraslarmin bir parcasi olarak ayirt ettikleri nesneleri
ve kiiltiirel alanlari igeren siireg, ifadeler, teknik bilgi ve yetenekler yoluyla ifade edilmektedir. Nesiller boyunca
yayilan, siirekli yeniden yaratilan somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras, insanliga bir kimlik ve devamlilik duygusu
kazandirmaktadir. Yine somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras, bir {ilkenin biiyiime ve gelisme oranina, doviz ¢ikis
hacimlerine, altyap1 gelistirmesine, yeni yonetim teknikleri ve egitim deneyimi kazanmasina, ekonomik ve sosyal
anlamda gelisimine katkida bulunmaktadir (Petronela, 2016: 731). Ornegin; Ozkan (2019), somut olmayan kiiltiirel
miras ve ekonomi arasindaki iliskiyi inceledigi calismada Londra’da 1966 yilindan beri yapilan Nothing Hill
karnavalinin her yil gergeklestirilen bir karnaval oldugunu ve bu karnavalin Rio karnavalindan sonraki en biiyiik
karnaval oldugunu ifade etmistir. Nothing Hill karnavalinin Londra’da bir simge haline geldigini, sosyal ve ekonomik
olarak Londra’ya biiyiik katkilar sagladigini belirtmistir. Bu karnavalin sehir ekonomisine yilda yaklagik 93 milyon
£ katki sagladigini, giivenlik sirketleri, kostiim tasarimcilart gibi 250 lisanslt isyerinin bu karnavaldan kazang
sagladigini, neredeyse 3 milyon insana tam zamanl is imk&n sagladigini, karnavalin yaklasik 90 bin turist ¢ektigini
ve her yil turist sayisinin artig gosterdigini aktarmistir. Somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasi, ekonominin
degerli bir kaynagidir. Yeni kiiltiirler hakkinda bilgi edinmek, gosteri sanatlari, el sanatlari, ritiieller ve mutfaklarin
kiiresel farkini deneyimlemek baglica bir seyahat motivasyonudur. Kiiltiirel is birligi, bu tiir organizasyonlari,
anlayisi, hoggoriiyii ve barisi tesvik etmektedir. Bu degerleri gerceklestiren kisilerin diinyanin her yerinde kendi bilgi
ve becerilerini yaymalar1 so6z konusudur. Bu bilgi ve deneyimlerin yayilmas1 genellikle yazili metinlerden ziyade
sOzlii olarak yapilmaktadir. Sonug olarak, somut olmayan kiiltiirel miraslar ge¢cmis, bugiin ve gelecek arasinda
kopriiler kurmakta ve toplumun yapisim degistirmektedir (Petronela, 2016: 731).
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3. Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Kapsaminda Tiirkiye’de Yer Alan Eglenceler

Birlesmis Milletler Egitim, Bilim ve Kiiltiir Kurumu (UNESCO) Fransa’nin bagkenti Paris’te 29 Eyliil-17 Ekim 2003
tarihleri arasinda diizenlenen 32.Genel Konferansi’'nda, 17 Ekim 2003’te Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasin
Korunmasi Sozlesmesi’ni kabul etmistir. Sozlesme 19 Ocak 2006 tarihli TBMM oturumunda oy birligi ile kabul
edilmigtir. 21 Ocak 2006’da 26056 sayili Resmi Gazete’de “Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasin Korunmasi
So6zlesmesinin Onaylanmasinin Uygun Bulunduguna Dair Kanun” yayimlanarak yiiriirliige girmistir. Somut
Olmayan Kiiltlirel Mirasin Korunmasi S6zlesmesi’nin amaglari ise; somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras1 korumak, somut
olmayan kiiltiirel mirasin tastyicist konumundaki topluluklarin, gruplarin ve bireylerin somut olmayan kiiltiirel
mirasina saygi gostermek, somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasin 6nemi konusunda yerel, ulusal ve uluslararas: diizeyde
duyarliligr arttirmak ve karsilikli degerbilirligi saglamak, uluslararasi is birligi ve yardimlagsmay1 saglamaktir
(https://aregem.ktb.gov.tr/). Tiirkiye’nin taraf olma siireci ise 27 Mart 2006’da tamamlanmistir. S6zlesmenin 16, 17
ve 18. maddelerine gore “Insanligin Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras1 Temsili Listesi, Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut
Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi, Korumanin Iyi Uygulamalar1 Kaydi1” olmak iizere ii¢ adet somut olmayan kiiltiirel
miras listesi olusturulmustur. Aralik 2020 itibariyle Tiirkiye’nin Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesine kayitli 21
unsur bulunmaktadir. Tablo 1’de verilen somut olmayan kiiltiirel miraslar disinda Geleneksel Toéren Keskegi (2011),
Mesir Macunu Festivali (2012), Tiirk Kahvesi ve Gelenegi (2013), Ebru: Tiirk Kagit Siisleme Sanat1 (2014), ince
Ekmek Yapimi ve Paylasimi Gelenegi: Lavas, Katrima, Jupka, Yufka (2016), Geleneksel Cini Sanati (2016), Bahar
Bayrami Hidirellez (2017), Dede Korkut-Korkut Ata Mirasi: Kiiltiirli, Efsaneleri ve Miizigi (2018), Geleneksel Tiirk
Okgulugu (2019), Minyatiir Sanati (2020), Geleneksel Zeka ve Strateji Oyunu (2020), Hiisn-i Hat, Tiirkiye’de Islam
Sanatinda Geleneksel Giizel Yaz1 (2021) ve UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras
Listesi’ne kayitl “Islik Dili” (2017) de Tiirkiye’nin Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi’nde yer almaktadir
(UNESCO, 2022).

Tablo 1. UNESCO Somut Olmayan Kiiltirel Miras Listesinde Tiirkiye’de Yer Alan Eglenceler

Yil Kiiltiirel Miras Ozelligi

2008 Meddahlik Bir 6ykii anlatma sanatidir. Canlandirma ve taklit yaparak dinleyicileri eglendirmeyi
amaclamaktadir.

2008 Mevlevi Sema Toreni Icinde dini 6geler ve temalar bulunduran, Allah’a ulasma yolunun derecelerini

sembolize eden, ayrintili nitelik ve kurallara sahip tasavvufi bir torendir.

2009 Asiklik Gelenegi Iceriginde hikaye anlatimi, siir ve miizik olan ¢ok y&nlii bir sanattir. Dénemin bakis
acis1, yasam tarzi, estetik degerlerini yansitarak genis kitlelere hitap etmektedir.

2009 Karagoz Manda ya da deve derisinden yapilan ve tasvir adi verilen esya, hayvan ve insan
sekillerinin gubuklara takilarak arkadan 1g1k yansitilmasi ile beyaz bir perde lizerinde
hareket ettirilmesine dayanan bir gélge oyunudur.

2009 Nevruz Bahar bayrami olarak bilinmekte ve yeni giin anlamina gelmektedir

2010 Geleneksel Sohbet Yilin 6zellikle kis aylarinda farkli yorelerde farkli erkek gruplarmin belirli kurallar
Toplantilar cercevesinde bir araya geldigi sosyal dayanisma iglevine sahip toplantilardir.

2010 Asiklik Gelenegi Iceriginde hikaye anlatimi, siir ve miizik olan ¢ok y&nlii bir sanattir. Dénemin bakis

acis1, yasam tarzi, estetik degerlerini yansitarak genis kitlelere hitap etmektedir.

Kaynak: Cetinkaya & Yildiz, 2018: 434-436.
4. Geleneksel Sohbet Toplantilar ve Ritiielleri

Geleneksel sohbet toplantilari, 2010°’da UNESCO’nun Insanligin Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasi Listesi’ne
eklenmigtir. Diger yandan 1994’ten beri UNESCO’nun uyguladig1 bir ¢esit ulusal envanter sistemi olan “Yasayan
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Insan Hazineleri” kapsaminda da ilan edilmistir. Bu sistemler geleneksel toplantilarin kiiltiirel degerlerinin nesilden
nesile aktarilabilmesi ve yagamasi siireglerine katki saglamayi amaglamaktadir (UNESCO, 2022).

Tiirk toplumlarinin farkli cografyalarda bolgenin kendine ait 6zelliklerini barindiran ve katilan kisilerin giinliik
yasamdan konusmalar yaptigi, eglenirken 6grenmeyi de amagladigi toplantilar geleneksel sohbet toplantilar1 olarak
tamimlanmaktadir. Geleneksel sohbet toplantilarina katilmanin ilk sart1 sir saklanmasi, diiriist olunmasi ve biiyiiklere
itaat edilmesidir. Bu toplantilara katilan kisilerin belirli bir inanca ve bir etnik gruba sahip olmasi zorunlu bir husus
degildir. Toplantidaki temel motivasyon sohbet etmektir. Sohbet toplantilarinin yapilmasi cografyalarda
yardimlasma ve dayanigmanin artmasinda da katki saglamaktadir (Akmaz & Akdag, 2010: 292-293).

Tarihsel olarak incelendiginde sohbet toplantilart s6zl1ii kiiltiir tagiyicist olarak kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ayn1 zamanda
sohbet toplantilart uzun kis aylarinda insanlarin keyifli anlar yasamasini saglayan sosyal bir 6ge olarak da
goriilmektedir (Aydin & Uniivar, 2020: 2016). Toplantilar genellikle persembe, cuma ve cumartesi giinleri
yapilmaktadir. Aksam saatlerinde baglayan toplant1 gece yarisinda sona ermekte ve katilacak kisilerin sohbete
zamaninda gelmesi beklenmektedir (Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligi, 2022). Yapilan bagska bir tanima gore belirli sayida
erkegin bir araya gelerek haftanin belli giinlerinde toplanip eglendigi, sohbet ettigi, yardimlasma ve dayanismanin
on planda oldugu ve ayni zamanda eglendigi toplantilar geleneksel sohbet toplantilar1 olarak adlandirilmaktadir.
Bilhassa Elazig, Sanlurfa, Konya, Balikesir, Diyarbakir, Ankara, Isparta, Nigde, Kiitahya, Van, Afyonkarahisar,
Cankiri, Tokat, Manisa, Kastamonu, Erzincan, Erzurum, Adiyaman, Gaziantep ve Mardin geleneksel sohbet
toplantilarinin icra edildigi, yayginlagsmasi noktasinda kiiltiir cografyasi igerisine mutlaka alinmasi ve incelenmesi
gereken iller olarak goriilmektedir (Cepik, 2020: 4). Sohbet toplantilar1 Tiirkiye’ nin farkli yerlerinde “Ates Gezmesi,
Yaran/Yaren, Kiirsibbagi, Ciimbiis Alemleri, Barana, Ferfene/Herfene/ Harfene/Erfane, Helebis, Gezek, Helva
Sohbetleri, Oturak Alemleri, Muhabbet Gecesi, Sira Alemleri, Sira Gecesi, Sira Eglencesi ve Velime (Eyvan) Gecesi”
gibi farkli adlarla, Tiirkiye disinda ise “Muhabbet, Konusma, Mesrep, Gesdek ve Coro Bozo” gibi benzeri isimlerle
de bilinmektedir (Atli, 2018: 88). Asagida Harita 1°de Tiirkiye’de yapilan geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin yayilma
sahasina yer verilmistir.

Harita 1. Geleneksel Sohbet Toplantilarinin Yayilma Sahast (Atli, 2018: 92).
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Tablo 2. Geleneksel Sohbet Toplantilarinin Yayilma Sahasinin Simgeleri

N I I (| /T I [ |

Kevif Gezek Sira Sahaniye Sira Sira Yaren Gengler Oturmah
|:| y Sohbetleri | Gecesi Gezmeleri | Oturmas1 | Eglencesi Sohbetleri | Heyeti Gecesi

- Oda

Sira Kiirsiibasi Sohbetler Ferfene Oturak Yats1 Helva Barana Mehle
O Gecesi | Sohbetleri : Sohbetleri | Alemleri | Sohbetleri | Sohbetleri | Sohbetleri

Velime | Muhabbet | Birikme Sabahive Sira Kaz Alemi Ciumbiis Sohbet Delikanlh
A Gecesi | Geceleri Gecesi y Alemleri Alemleri Toplantilar1 | Teskilatt

Harita 1’de Tiirkiye’nin geleneksel sohbet toplantilari harita {izerinden daire, kare ve tiggen sekilleriyle dokuz renk
kullanilarak belirtilmistir. Isaretlerin hangi sohbet temasini simgeledigi ise renkler ile gdsterilmistir. Bir sehirde farkli
isimler altinda yer alan birden fazla sohbet toplantilar1 birbirine gecmis sekiller ile ifade edilmistir. Ornegin; Bolu
“ferfene sohbetleri” lacivert daire “sohbet toplantilar’” pembe iicgen ile gosterilirken, Bursa “gezek sohbetleri” sar1
kare ile belirtilmistir. Bazi sohbet toplantilarina iliskin bilgiler ise su sekildedir:

4.1. Yaren Sohbetleri

Bilmece, mani gibi sozli kiiltlir unsurlarinin dile getirildigi, geleneksel orta oyunlarinin oynandigi, mahalli miizikler
esliginde halk danslarinin yapildigi ayn1 zamanda eglence ve egitimin bir arada oldugu sohbet meclisleridir (Cetin &
Cakar, 2012: 741). Kis gecelerinde farkli yas gruplarindaki erkeklerin bir araya gelerek gergeklestirdikleri yaren
sohbetleri kiiltiirel anlamda toplum i¢in 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Halk musikisinin icra edilmesi ve yasatilmasini
saglayan, dini kurallarin 6gretilmesinde araci olan, dayanisma, yardimlasma gibi erdemleri kazandiran yaren
sohbetleri koklii bir kiiltiir kurumudur (Yalgin, 2021: 241). Tlgili literatiir incelendiginde yaren sohbetlerinin “oturak
alemleri” olarak da adlandirildig1 goriilmektedir. Toplantilarin yemekleri ise yorelerine gore farklilik gostermektedir.
Ornegin Sanhurfa'da kiinefe, ¢igkofte veya sillik ve aci kahve olarak bilinen "murra", Cankiri'da giiveg, corba,
baklavadan ve pilavdan olusan "takim yemegi" 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir (Cankir1 Valiligi, 2022).

D2,

Fotograf 1. Yaren Sohbetleri (Kastamonu Il Kiiltiir ve Turizm Miidiirliigii, 2022).

4.2. Barana

Barana sohbetlerinin kokeni ahilige dayanmaktadir. Konya, Balikesir ve Manisa’da hala yasayan ve yasatilan bir
gelenektir. Sonbahar ile baslayip ilkbaharin gelisiyle birlikte “sohbet baglama” olarak isimlendirilen, 3 glinden 7
giine kadar siiren ve geleneksel kir eglenceleri ile sona eren 14-65 yas arasindaki erkeklerin belirli kurallar
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dogrultusunda haftalik olarak bir araya gelmesiyle yapilan yemekli, miizikli ve oyunlu toplantilardir (Cepik, 2020:

Fotograf 2. Barana Sohbetleri (Arastirma ve Egitim Genel Mudiirligii, 2022).
4.3. Kiirsiibas1 Sohbetleri

Yore halkinin eglence ve sevinglerini yansitan ayn1 zamanda agit ve tiirkiiler ile sonlanan yine bolge halkinin aci,
keder ve hiiziinlerini paylastigi, dertlestigi toplantilar olarak bilinmektedir. Kiirsiibasi toplantilar evlilik kararlarinin
alindig1, kiz isteme merasimlerinin gergeklestigi, kahramanlik, felsefi ve dini temali kitaplarin okunup yorumlandigi
donemin eglence meclisidir. Kiirsiibasi toplantilar1 yorenin tarihi, yasama sekli, gelenek, gérenek ve torelerin
nesilden nesile aktarildigi yerlerdir. Ayn1 zamanda toplantiya katilan kisilere “yatsilik” veya “yassilik™ gibi farkl
adlar ile bilinen atistirmaliklarin da ikram edildigi bir toplant: tiiriidiir (Aydin & Uniivar, 2020: 2018). Kiirsiibas1
sohbetleri dnceden kararlastirilarak her gece bir evde toplanilmaktadir. Her mahallede yasit olan ve ruhen uyusan
insanlar bir araya gelmektedir. Bu topluluklar “kol” olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Bu kollar i¢erisinde mutlaka iyi yemek
pisiren insanlar bulunur. Toplanilmaya karar verilen eve tedarik edilen malzemeler 6nceden gonderilir, evdeki kadin
ve ¢ocuklar aksam erkenden bir bagka komsuya gider ve evi misafirlere birakirlar. Yar1 gecelere kadar siirecek olan
eglenceler, yapilacak sakalar, anlatilacak fikralar planlanir ve gece mutlu bir sekilde tamamlanir. Halk oyunlari, sarki
ve tiirkiiler, giizel yiyecekler, ¢esit ¢esit sohbetler ile sen bir ortam olusturulur (wowturkey.com).

hazaiSiit

l‘\ ‘L 7__‘ (1Y "

L

Fotograf 3. Kiirsiibas1 Sohbetleri (Elazig i1 Kiiltiir ve Turizm Miidiirliigii, 2022).
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4.4. Ates Gezmeleri

Bolu Mudurnu ilgesinde diizenlenen sohbet toplantilar1 “Ates Gezmesi” veya “Birikme Gecesi” olarak
adlandirilmaktadir. Ates Gezmesi, eski donemlerde yasayan kisilerin kendi anlayis ve yasayis bigimlerine gore
diizenlenen, geng¢ erkekleri egitip gorgiilerini arttirmay1 amaglayan disiplinli toplantilardir. Ates gezmesi
adlandirilmasinin toplantilara katilan kisilerin kafa dengi ve birbiri ile anlagsabilen kisilerden olusmasi kardeslik,
samimiyet, sicaklik, hislerinin hakim olmasindan kaynaklandig: ileri stiriilmektedir (Atli, 2016: 40).
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Fotograf 4. Ates Gezmeleri (Bolu Belediyesi, 2023).

4.5, Ferfene/Herfene/ Harfene/Erfane

Tiirkiye’nin farkli bolgelerinde bilhassa kasaba ve kOy yasaminda sosyal dayanisma, kaynasma ve birlikteligi
saglayan bir gelenektir. Ferfene gegmiste Anadolu’nun pek ¢ok yerinde farkli sekillerde adlandirilmistir. Sosyal
dayanisma ve yardimlagmanin 6nemli bir parcast olan bu gelenek kendine 6zgii yemek kiiltiirii ile de dikkat
cekmektedir. Cilinkii yemek kiiltiirti, Tiirk kiiltiirlinde 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Ferfenede kisiler birlikte yemek
hazirlayarak hazirladiklart yemegi birlikte yemektedirler. Sofra kiiltliriiniin gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasi
bakimindan ferfene gelenegi Tiirk kiiltiirinde 6nem arz etmektedir (Mete, Candeger ve Koca 2017: 104). Miisliiman
Tiirk kiiltiiriinde yer alan bir eglence faaliyeti olarak ferfenenin zamanla dejenere oldugu ve bazi yodrelerde alkollii
iceceklerin de kullanildigr goriilmektedir. Nitekim derleme sozliigii 5. Cildinde ferfene “ortaklasa yapilan yemekli
ickili toplant1” olarak tanimlanmistir (Mete vd., 2017: 105).

Fotograf 5. Ferfene/Herfene/ Harfene/Erfane (Sabah, 2022).
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4.6. Velime (Eyvan) Gecesi

Velm kelimesi davet i¢in hazirlanan yemek ya da diiglin yemegi anlam1 tagimaktadir. Saadet ve sevinci ifade eden
her tiirlii toren sebebi ile verilen solenlere de velime dendigi bilinmektedir. Velime geleneginin kdkeni cahiliye
donemine kadar uzanmaktadir. Peygamber efendimiz Hz. Muhammed (sav)’in esi Hatice validemiz ile evlenirken
velime cemiyeti diizenledigi rivayet edilmektedir. Velime geceleri, gelenek ve goreneklerin nesilden nesile
aktarildigi meclislerdir. Velime gecelerini en 6nemli kilan unsur bu gecede bir araya gelen insanlar arasinda kiisliigiin
olmamasidir. Kiis olanlar ise velime gecesinde barigsmakta ve ardindan miizik icras1 yapilmaktadir (Lagin, 2020:
3376). Giildogan (2011), velime gecelerinin erkekler tarafindan haftada bir yapildigini, bu geceye sehrin ileri
gelenleriyle birlikte, edebiyatgilarin, sairlerin, miizisyenlerin ve tarih¢ilerin de davet edildigini belirtmistir.

Fotograf 6. Velime (Eyvan) Gecesi (Lagin, 2020: 377).

5. Geleneksel Sohbet Toplantilarina Katihm Sartlari

Kiiltiir, turizmin énemli bir unsurudur. Turizm ve kiiltiir birlikte sinerji olugturmaktadir. Turizm ve kiiltiir arasindaki
bu sinerji, turizm endiistrisinin biiyiime potansiyelini arttirmaktadir. Bu sebeple kiiltiir turizmi, kiiresel turizmin en
hizl1 biiyiiyen segmentlerinden biri haline gelmistir (Goral ve Tuna, 2018: 2). Kiiltiirel turizm, kiiltiirel tiiketimin bir
bigimi olarak gorilmektedir. Bu konu sosyolojik ¢alismalar i¢in dnemli bir konu olmustur. Yapilan sosyolojik
arastirmalarin biiyiik bir boliimii kiiltiirel turizme katilan kisileri, kiiltiirel turizmin cesitlerini ve kisilerin kiiltiirel
turizme katilma motivasyonlarini anlamaya ¢alismaktadir. Kiiltiirel turizme yonelik ilk tartigmalarda kiiltiirel turistler
arasinda “genel” ve “spesifik” ayrimi yapilmistir. Genel turistler, kiiltiirii tatil deneyiminin bir parcasi olarak
tilketirken, spesifik turistler 6zellikle gittigi yerde kiiltiiriin bir yoniiyle angaje olmak amaciyla seyahat etmektedir
(Richards, 2019: 587).

Geleneksel sohbet toplantilar1 olarak adlandirilan somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras unsurlar1 giiniimiizde hala devam
eden, saygi ve paylasimin dgretildigi organizasyonlardir. Bilhassa Tiirk diinyasinda bu toplantilara katilabilme veya
toplantilarin yapildig1 yerlerin ziyaret edilmesi dnemli bir turistik tiriin olarak 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Geleneksel
sohbet toplantilar1 hem kiiltiirel zenginligin kugaktan kusaga aktarilmas1 hem de toplantilarin niteliklerinin anlatilarak
stirdiiriilebilirliginin saglanmasi1 bakimindan 6nem arz etmektedir. Ayrica “sira gecesi” olarak da adlandirilan
geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin organize edilmesi etkinlik turizmi olarak da dnemli bir husustur. Geleneksel sohbet
toplantilarinin turistik bir deger olarak tamitilmasi ve pazarlanmasi bu organizasyonlarin genis cografyalarda
bilinirliklerini arttirmaktadir (Akmaz ve Akdag, 2010: 298). Geleneksel sohbet toplantilari, Tiirk toplumunda farkli
cografyalarda, yasanilan bolgenin kendine 6zgii 6zelliklerini i¢inde barindiran eglenmeyi ve eglenirken dgretmeyi
amaglayan, herhangi bir inanca sahip olma veya etnik gruba mensup olma zorunlulugu bulunmayan, temel
motivasyonu sohbet olan, yeme-igme, dans, miizik gibi etkinliklerin ger¢eklestirildigi, 6nemli bir sosyal yardimlagma
ve dayanisma kiiltiiriidiir (Baytok ve Basar, 2022: 478). Geleneksel sohbet toplantilarina dahil olmak igin bazi
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kurallar bulunmaktadir. Bu kurallar yazili kurallar olmay1p sozlii kiiltiir yoluyla nesilden nesile aktarilmig kurallardir.

Asagida geleneksel sohbet toplantilarina katilmak i¢in uyulmas1 gereken kurallara yer verilmistir (Atli, 2016: 280).
v Geleneksel sohbet toplantilarina ¢ocuk ve kadinlarin katilmasi yasaktir.

Bu toplantilarda verilen cezalarin itiraz edilmeden yapilmasi zorunludur.

Ickisiz olarak tertip edilen toplantilarda icki tiiketmek ve toplantilara alkollii gelmek yasaktir.

Bu toplantilar insanlara rahatsizlik vermemek amaciyla yerlesim yerine uzak bir yerde yapilmalidir.

Toplantilar bir kiginin evinde ard arda {i¢ giin yapilmaktadir.

AN N N

Evi miisait olmayan kisiler bu toplantilar1 tanidig1 bir kisinin evinde yapilmaktadir. Fakat evi miisait olmayan
kisi yakacak (odun-kémdir) ve diger masraflari karsilamakla yiikiimliidiir.

\

Sohbet grubu iiyelerinin veya mahallede herhangi bir kisinin yakinin vefat etmesi durumunda sohbetlere
belirli bir siire ara verilmektedir.

v Onemli bir mazeret haricinde sohbet grubunda bulunan kisiler ayni anda sohbet evinden ayrilmak zorundadir.
v" Yapilacak tiim hizmetlerden gengler ve ev sahibi sorumludur.
6. Helal Turizm

Insanlarin gogu helal kavramini daha gok gidalar ile iliskilendirmektedir. Fakat pek gogu helal kavramin, helal turizm
gibi hizmetlerle de iliskili oldugunun farkinda degildir. Helal turizmi tanimlamak i¢in bazi girisimlerde
bulunulmasina ragmen muhtemelen kavramin ¢ok disiplinle ilisigi olmasi nedeniyle su anda lizerinde uzlagilmig net
bir tanmim1 bulunmamaktadir (Feizollah vd., 2021). Ornegin; Ahmed ve Akbaba (2018) helal turizmi, helal/haram
hassasiyeti olan ve olmayan insanlar1 ¢cekmek icin IslAim'da izin verilen herhangi bir turizm faaliyeti olarak
tanimlamigtir. Carboni, Perelli & Sistu (2014) helal turizmi, seyahat ederken kisilerin dini aligkanliklarini
siirdiirmekle ilgilenen Miisliiman inancina sahip insanlar1 iceren Islam'a uygun turizm seklinde tanimlamustir.

Islam’da tamamen bir bos zaman anlayis1 yoktur. Isldm dini “malayani” anlami tasiyan bos zaman etkinliklerinden
ziyade yararli aktiviteler yapilmasimi ve eglencenin helal olmasi gerektigini emretmektedir. Kuran-1 Kerim’de “O
halde 6nemli bir isi bitirince hemen digerine koyul” (insirah, 7) ayeti ile Miisliimanlara biitiin vakitlerini hayirli ve
yararli faaliyetlerle degerlendirmeleri, ibadet, dua, teblig ve irsad gibi dini faaliyetlerin de; ¢aligma, liretme, 6grenme-
Ogretme, yardimlagma ve dayanigma gibi diinyevi faaliyetlerin de hakkini vermeleri istenilmistir (Kur'an Yolu Tefsiri
Cilt:5 Sayfa: 643-644). Yani aktif dinlenmeyi 6giitlemistir (Batman, 2019). I¢inde eglenceyi de barindiran rekreasyon
kavraminin etimolojisinde “yararli faaliyetlerle tazelenmek” anlami vurgulanmaktadir. Eglence kapsaminda miizik
de degerlendirilmesi gereken konular arasinda yer almaktadir. Bunun sebebi ise Islam dinine gore baz1 seslerin helal
bazilarinin ise haram olarak kabul edilmesidir (Dogan, 2020: 8). Islam inanci seyahat etmeyi tesvik etmektedir.
Nitekim Kuran-1 Kerim’de sdyle buyrulmaktadir; “Yeryliziinde gezip dolasin da ilk yaratigin nasil olduguna bakin.
"(Ankebut, 20). Faaliyetler islami gerekliliklere uygun oldugu siirece, gayrimiislim turistler de helal gida tiiketebilir
ve helal eglence yerlerinin tadini ¢ikarabilirler (Fakir ve Erraoui, 2019: 2). Miisliiman turistler seyahat sirasinda daha
neseli olmak, hos vakit gecirmek amaciyla tematik parklari, cesitli spor aktiviteleri yapilmasina imkan taniyan
tesisleri ve lunapark gibi eglence hizmeti sunan isletmeleri tercih etmektedir. Miisliimanlar i¢in eglence kavrami iki
baslik altinda incelenebilmektedir. Bunlar mesra eglence ve gayri mesrii eglence kavramlaridir. Mesrii eglence fitri
olarak hem kalp ve ruhun hem de nefsin zevk aldig1 seyler anlamma gelirken, gayri mesr eglence Allah’in emir ve
yasaklaria aykir1 olan kalp ve ruhtan ziyade nefsin zevk aldigi, mesri 6zelligini kaybeden ve harama doniisen
eglenceler olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Atayev, 2020: 55).

Islam’da eglencenin yeri olup olmadig1 ve Miisliimanlarin bundan ne kadar faydalanabilecegi sorular1 iizerine ilgili
literatiirde tartismalar s6z konusudur. Misliimanlarin bazi kesimlerinde 6zellikle dini uygulamalara bagli olanlar
arasinda, miizigin veya eglencenin yalmizca katilabilecekleri ve bir miktar sucluluk duygusuyla tadim
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¢ikarabilecekleri “yasak™ bir zevk olduguna dair ortak bir inang s6z konusudur. Bu nedenle, 6nde gelen ¢agdas bir
Miisliiman ve hukukcu olan Yusuf el-Karadavi (1985), sunu iddia etmektedir (Ghani, 2009: 54); “Islam,
Miisliimanlardan konusmalarinin tamamen dindar s6zlerden olusmasini, susmalarinin tefekkiir olmasini, Kur'an'in
okunmasindan bagka bir sey dinlememelerini ve bos zamanlarinin tamamini camide ibadetle gegirmelerini istemez.
Bilakis, Allah'in insani ihtiyaglari ve arzulari ile yarattigini, yeme i¢me ihtiyacinin yani sira dinlenmeye ve eglenmeye
de ihtiyac1 oldugunu kabul etmektedir.” Miisliimanin tatile gitmesi caiz midir? sorusuna turizm ve Islam iliskisi
acisindan bakildiginda Batman ve Arpaci (2016: 22) nin “Islam’1n bir fitrat dini oldugu gerceginin séz konusu oldugu
ve dinlenmenin, gezmenin, insan i¢in fitri bir ihtiyaci oldugu bir gercektir. Miisliimanlarin da insan oldugu fikrinden
hareketle, ruhen ve bedenen dinlenmeleri adina tatilin bir gereklilik dogurdugu fikri yanlis olmaz. Gerek bedenen
gerekse zihnen bir seyahat olgusu bir ihtiyag¢ haline doniligsmiistiir” seklindeki tanimlamasi soruya iliskin cevap niteligi
tasimaktadir. Fakat bu durum insanlarin tatil yapmak adina Isliam dinince uygun goriilmeyen davramslarda
bulunabilecegi veya farzlarin terk edilebilecegi anlamina gelmemektedir (Arslan, 2019: 20).

Helal eglencenin saglanmasi zor ve tartismali bir konudur. Bunun sebebi ise her insanin eglence bi¢imine yonelik
tercihlerinin degismesidir. Fakat helale duyarl turistler inanclariyla ¢celismeyen ve rahatsiz edici olmayan bir ortamda
tatillerini ge¢irmek istemektedirler. Buna bagli olarak helal konseptli isletmelerin faydal faaliyetler yapmaya 6zen
gostermesi beklenmektedir. Ciinkii Islam'da helal daireden ¢ikmadan da eglenmek miimkiindiir. Yeme, i¢me,
dinlenme ve diger beseri sehvet gibi tiim ihtiyaglar Allah'in mesri kildig1 daire i¢inde giderilebilir ve harama girmeye
gerek yoktur disiplini helale duyarli turistler i¢in her alanda gegerlidir. Bu konudaki en genel tanim1 yapmak gerekirse
eglencede diinya ve ahiret menfaati olmayan gereksiz faaliyetlerden kaginilmalidir. Ciinkii insanin talepleri
sinirsizdir, Islam bu smirlar1 ve helal gemberini belirlemistir. Bu nedenle helale duyarl: turistleri pazar alani olarak
belirleyen firmalarin helal eglence kavramini goéz oniinde bulundurmalar1 beklenmektedir. Miisliiman seyyahlar,
eglence ve seyahat esnasinda Islam'm ilkeleriyle ¢elismemek adina adimlar atmaktadir (Gezer ve Kingir, 2020: 9).

7. Geleneksel Sohbet Toplantilarina iliskin Degerlendirme

Calisma kapsaminda geleneksel sohbet toplantilar1 arastirilarak bu sohbet toplantilari hakkinda bilgi edinilmeye
calisilmig, sohbet toplantilarinin diizenlenme amaglari incelenmis ve bu toplantilara katilim sartlarinin neler oldugu
belirlenmeye c¢alisilmistir. Yapilan literatiir taramasindan yola ¢ikarak geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin erkekler
arasinda yapildigi, hatta kadinlarin toplantilara katilmasinin yasak oldugunu vurgulayan calismalarin oldugu
goriilmiistiir. Fakat bazi ¢aligmalarda kadinlarinda kendi aralarinda bu toplantilar1 diizenledigi veya kadin ve
erkeklerin bir arada bu toplantilar1 gergeklestirebildigine iliskin ¢alismalarin da bulundugu goriilmiistiir. Buradan
yola ¢ikarak geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin helal sayilabilmesi i¢in kadin ve erkeklerin ayni ortamda bir arada olma
durumlari géz dniinde bulundurulmustur. Y1ldiz (2019), Kurdn ve Siinnete Gére Sosyal Hayatta Kadin Erkek [liskisi
adli calismasinda kadin ve erkek iliskisini alt1 baglik altinda degerlendirmistir. Bunlar: takvali olmak, bakista 6l¢ii,
konusmada o0l¢li, giyim kusamda Olgli, davranista Olgli, fiziki temasta Olgii  seklindedir. Ayrica
“sorularlaislamiyet.com” adresinden Islamiyet’te kadin ve erkeklerin ayni ortamda bulunma durumlari igin gerekli
sartlar arastirilmistir. Bu durumun ihtilat ile ilgili oldugu goriilmiistiir. Ihtilat, kadinlar ile kendine mahrem olmayan
erkeklerin farkli durumlarda bir arada olmalari, karisik yasamalar1 anlaminda kullanilan bir terimdir. Thtilat mesru
olmayan iliskilere ve duygulara kap1 acabilecegi i¢in caiz goriilmemistir. Fakat mutlak manada da yasaklanmamustir.
Hayat zorunlu kildiginda, ayr1 oturmada zorluk bulundugu hallerde, birlikte bir mekanda bulunmanin ayri
oturmalarindan daha faydali-hayirli oldugu durumlarda ihtilata izin verilmistir. Ancak Ortlinme ve karsilikli
davranislarda 6l¢iilii olmak sart1 konmustur. Asagida sirasiyla Kur’an-1 Kerim’de kadin ve erkek iliskilerine deginen
bazi ayetlere yer verilmistir.

V' Onlar, size ortiidiirler, siz de onlara ortiisiiniiz (el-Bakara 2/187).

v’ “Ey Ademogullar, size avret yerlerinizi ortecek giysi, siisleneceginiz elbise indirdik. Takva elbisesi ise daha
hayirlhidir” (el-A’raf 7/26).
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v' “Mii’min erkeklere soyle, gozlerini haramdan sakinsinlar, wzlarini korusunlar. Bu davranis onlar igin daha
temizdir. Stiphe yok ki, Allah onlarin yaptiklarindan hakkiyla haberdardir” (en-Nir 24/30).

v “Peygamberin hammlarindan bir sey istediginiz zaman perde arkasindan isteyin. Boyle davranmaniz hem
sizin kalpleriniz, hem de onlarin kalpleri i¢in daha temizdir ...” (el-Ahzab 33/53).

V' “Ey Peygamber! Hamimlarina, kizlarina ve mii 'minlerin kadinlarina soyle, bedenlerini értecek elbiselerini
giysinler. Bu, onlarin tamnip incitilmemelerine de daha uygundur. Siiphesiz Allah ¢ok bagislayicidir, ¢ok
merhamet edicidir” (el-Ahzab 33/59).

v’ “(Ey Peygamber'in hanimlari) Evierinizde vakarla oturun, onceki cahiliye (kadinlarymn siislerini agiga
vurmasi gibi, siz de siislerinizi agiga vurmaywm ...”" (el-Ahzab 33/33).

v’ “Zinaya yaklasmayn” (el-1sra 17/32).

Calismada geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin so6zlIi kiiltiir unsuru oldugu, yardim ve dayanismanin 6n planda oldugu,
genellikle erkeklerin bir araya gelerek sohbet edip eglendigi goriilmiistiir. Bu baglamda kiiltiirel bir unsur olan
geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin bir eglence unsuru oldugunu da sdylemek miimkiindiir. Bu fikirden yola ¢ikarak
Tekin (2016)’nin, Islam’da Eglenceyi Haram Kilan Unsurlar adli galismasi incelenmis ve eglenceyi ii¢ baslik altinda
degerlendirdigi goriilmiistiir. Bunlar: zarar1 ve faydasi olmayan eglenceler (saka ve hikdye meclislerinde bulunup
faydasiz hikdyeler dinlemek), nefiste ve toplumda kotii etki birakan eglenceler (insanlar sakalagmaya, hikayeler
dinlemeye kendilerini kaptirip farz ve ibadetlerinden ya da toplum igin gerekli olan islerinden uzaklagmalari), nefis
ve toplum igin yararli olan eglenceler (toplum ve kisi i¢in faydali olan oyunlar) seklindedir. Tekin’in helal eglence
tammin1 desteklemek amaciyla yine “sorularlaislamiyet.com” adresinden Islamiyet’te oyun ve eglencede dikkat
edilmesi gereken hususlar arastirilmigtir. Siinnete bakildiginda, mesru oyun ve eglencenin belli baslt ii¢ kisimda
anlatildig1 goriilmiistiir. Birincisi, bir gayeye, faydaya ve bir ihtiyaca yonelik eglenceler, ikincisi, orf, adet ve
gelenekte mevcut olan téren ve merasim tiiriinden eglenceler, li¢iinciisii de yorulan, usanan, bikkinlik duyan insan
duygularinin mesru dairede tatmin edilmesi, dinlendirilmesi ve keyiflendirilmesi i¢in yapilan eglenceler seklindedir.
Asagida sirasiyla Kur’an-1 Kerim’de eglenceye deginen bazi ayetlere yer verilmistir.

V' “Manasiz isler (maldyani) ile mesgul olan kimse dinimizde makbul sayilmaz: "Faydasiz seyleri terk etmesi
bir kimsenin iyi Miisliiman oldugunun aldmetlerindendir” (et-Tergib ve “t-Terhib, 4/319).

v’ “Muhakkak her gii¢liikle beraber bir kolaylik vardir. Evet, her gii¢liikle beraber bir kolaylik vardir. O halde
(islerinden) bosaldigin zaman ugrasg, (ibadetle mesgul ol) yorul” (el-Ingirah, 94/5-7).

Son olarak geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin alkolsiiz olarak da diizenlenebildigi ve bu sekilde diizenlenen toplantilara
alkollii gelmenin yasak oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu katilim sart1 g6z 6niinde bulundurularak Giiler (2022)’in, Helal Gida
Analiz Yontemlerinin ve Tiiketici Egilimlerinin Arastinimasi: Malatya Ornegi adli calismasinda Codex Alimentarius
Komitesi (CAC) nin helal giday1 “Islami kurallara gore yasak olan herhangi bir unsuru icermeyen, bu unsurlardan
artndirilng yerlerde ve/veya cihazlarda hazirlanan, islenen, taginan ve depolanan, bu durumlarin disinda tiretilen
herhangi bir gida ile hazirlama, isleme, tasuima ve depolama asamasinda direkt temasta olmayan iiriin” olarak
tanimladigini ifade etmistir. Asagida sirastyla Kur’an-1 Kerim’den baz1 ayetlere yer verilmistir.

v’ “Eyinsanlar! Yeryiiziindeki heldl ve temiz nimetlerden yiyin.” (Bakara, 2/168).

V' “Sana soruyorlar kendileri igin heldl kilinan ne? De ki, sizin i¢in biitiin temiz nimetler helal kilmmgtir...”

(Maide, 5/4).

Arastirma kapsaminda oncelikle geleneksel sohbet toplantilar1 hakkinda literatiir taramas1 yapilmistir. Geleneksel
sohbet toplantilarinin igeriginin nasil oldugu, katilim sartlarinin ne oldugu, toplant1 siirecinde yenilen ve igilen
iiriinlerin neler oldugu anlasilmaya ¢alisilmistir. Ayrica Kur’an-i Kerim’den bazi ayetlere yer verilerek geleneksel
sohbet toplantilarinin helal gercevede degerlendirmeye iliskin bir bakis acis1 sunulmak istenmistir. Helal kapsaminda
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yapilacak etkinlikleri degerlendirmede Islam dininin ilkeleri ve prensipleri géz 6niinde bulundurularak hiikiim
vermek daha dogru bir yaklasim olacaktir.

8. Sonuc ve Oneri

Islam teologlarinin bazilar1 eglence kavramim olumlu ydnleri ile degerlendirmis ve asiriya kagilmadigi siirece insanin
ibadet etme, calisma gibi gorevlerini daha dogru ve giizel bir sekilde yapmasina destek olan bir faaliyet olarak
gormiistiir. Eglence insanlarin en dogal ihtiyaglarindan biridir. Bu kavramin islam’1n belirledigi sinirlar ¢ercevesinde
yapilmasi ve yasaklanan eglence sekillerinden uzak durulmasini gerektirmektedir.

Aragtirma amaci dogrultusunda geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin helal sayilabilmesi i¢in neler yapilabilecegi
arastirilmaya ¢alistimustir. Tlgili literatiirde geleneksel sohbet toplantilari erkekler arasinda yapilan bir etkinlik olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. Hatta baz1 sohbet toplantilarinin kurallar1 arasinda kadin ve ¢ocuklarin katilmasinin yasak
oldugu goriilmiistiir. Fakat literatiirde (Basar, 2022; Atli, 2016; Cepik, 2020; Aksaray, 2018; Unlii, 2018) kadimlarm
da kendi aralarinda bu sohbet toplantilarini diizenleyebildigi belirtilmistir. Sohbet toplantilarinin kadinlar ve erkekler
arasinda ayr1 ayn gerceklestirilmesinin mahremiyet anlayisiyla ilgili olabilecegi diisiiniilmektedir. Bir turizm {iriinii
ya da faaliyetlerinin helal kabul edilebilmesi i¢in helal kriterlere bagli olmasi ve Islam hukukuna uygun olmasi
gerekmektedir (Calik ve Adam, 2019: 149). Séz konusu bu faaliyetlerin genel ahlak kurallarina ve Islam anlayisina
uygun olmasi fuhus, kumar, icki gibi dinen haram kabul edilen her tiirlii eylemden arinmis olmasi sart1 ile oyun,
musiki tiirii eglenceler mesrii olarak kabul edilmektedir. Islami kurallara gdre miistehcen kabul edilen, dogrudan veya
dolayli olarak Islamin inang, ahlak esaslar1, hayat ve diisiince tarzina aykir1 olan her tiirlii eglence ise gayri mesrdur.
Ayrica kisilerin manevi sahsiyetlerini, seref, namus ve kisilik haklarin1 hedef gosteren eglenceler de mesrli olarak
kabul edilmemektedir (islamansiklopedisi.org.tr). Arastirma kapsaminda ele alinan ve UNESCO’nun somut
olmayan kiiltiirel miras listesinde yer alan eglence Ogelerinden “geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinda” dayanisma,
yardimlagma, giizel ahldk ve erdem sahibi olmak gibi kavramlarin dnemli bir yer tuttugu goriilmektedir. Ayni
zamanda geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin ibadeti, diiriistliigii, ahlaki kurallara uymayi, yardimlagsma ve dayanismay1
biitiiniiyle ele alan (Aksaray, 2018: 69) ahilik anlayisiyla da iligkili oldugu goriilmektedir.

Geleneksel sohbet toplantilari egitici 6zellikleriyle yerel halkin sosyokiiltiirel bir unsuru olarak gériilmektedir (Gonel
Sénmez ve Oger, 2019). Fakat bu toplantilar turistik bir iiriin olarak da degerlendirilebilmektedir. Ozellikle helale
duyarhi turistler i¢in geleneksel sohbet toplantilarmin iyi bir etkinlik olabilecegi diistiniilmektedir. Sohbet
etkinliklerinin diizenlenmesi hem siirdiiriilebilirligi saglamakta hem de kiiltiirel bir unsurun baska kiiltiirler tarafindan
da taninmasina katki saglamaktadir. Turizmin istihdam saglama, {ilke ekonomisine katkida bulunma, bolgesel
kalkinmay1 saglama vb. birgok olumlu etkisi oldugunu sdylemek miimkiindiir. Fakat kirliliginin artmasi, kiiltiiriin
ticarilesmesi gibi olumsuz etkileri de s6z konusudur. Olumsuzluklarin ortadan kalkmasi ancak turizm etkinliklerinin
neredeyse hi¢ yapilmamasiyla miimkiindiir. Bu sebeple turizmin olumsuz etkilerini minimize etmeye 6zen gostermek
gerekmektedir. Bu baglamda arastirmaya konu olan geleneksel sohbet toplantilarmin icra edilmesinde orijinal
kiiltiirin korunmasi son derece Onemlidir. Atli (2018), yaptigi calismada Tiirkiye’deki geleneksel sohbet
toplantilarinin bir béliimiiniin stirdiiriildiigline, bir boliimiiniin unutulduguna bir boliimiiniin ise yalnizca gosteri ve
ticarl amagcla icra edildigine deginmistir. Bu durum Atli (2018)’nin anlayisini destekler niteliktedir. Sonug olarak;
arastirmada ele alman geleneksel sohbet toplantilarinin Islim inancina uygun genel kural ve kaidelere gore yapilmasi
durumunda helal kapsaminda degerlendirilebilecegi diisiiniilmektedir.

Aragtirma kapsaminda gelistirilen 6neriler sunlardir:

v' Helal kavraminimn Kkiiltiir ile iliskilendirildigi ¢aligmalarm sayisinin smirli oldugu gériilmiistiir. Ilgili alan
yazina katki saglamak amaciyla bu tiir galismalarin sayisi arttirilmalidir.

v' Tirkiye kiiltiirel degerleri ve sahip oldugu eglence ¢esitleri bakimidan hatri sayilir bir yere sahiptir. Fakat
SOKUM kapsaminda ele alinan 9 eglence cesidi bulunmaktadir. Kiiltiiriimiizde var olan diger eglence
cesitlerinin de kiiltiirel miras listesine dahil edilmesi i¢in ¢alismalar artiritlmalidir.
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v" Somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras kapsaminda yer alan diger eglence tiirlerinin de helal eglence kapsaminda
degerlendirilebilmesi olasidir. Diger eglence tiirlerinin de helal eglenceye uygunlugu yapilacak bagka
calismalarla degerlendirilebilir.

Yapilan bu ¢alisma, derleme bir calismadr. ilgili alan yazinda yapilan ¢aligmalar incelenerek helal turizm ve helal
eglence kavramlarimi kiiltiirel baglamda ele alarak bir bakis agis1 sunmak istenmistir. Bu ¢aligmanin teorik anlamda
literatiire katki saglayacagi diisiiniilmektedir.
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Evliya Celebi’nin Seyahatnidmesi’nde I¢
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Oz

Seyahatnameler yazildigr yiizyili farkli yonleriyle ortaya koyan nadir eserlerdir. 17. yiizyilin en Onemli
seyyahlarindan birisi olan Evliya Celebi, Seyahatnamesi ile Osmanli’nin bu yiizyildaki sosyal, siyasi ve kiiltiir
diinyasini perdesiz aktarmaktadir. Bu diinya igerisinde bize sundugu meselelerden birisi de tasavvuf ve onun halka
tezahiirliniin 6nemli gostergelerinden biri olan tekke ve zaviyelerdir. Evliya Celebi’ye gore bu kurumlar, Osmanl
Devleti’nde iskan siyasetinin araglart olduklarindan dolay:1 padisahlar tarafindan desteklenmislerdi. Tekke ve
zaviyeler, toplumsal hayatta ise yerlesime acilmamig 1ssiz bir bolgenin hem maddi hem manevi agidan
canlandirildigi, yolcunun, fakirin ihtiyaglarin1 giderebilecegi misafirhane, musikinin mesk edildigi, esnaf ve
sanatkarlarin bulustugu ve aralarinda yardimlagsma ortaminin saglandigi nokta, ruhun terbiye edildigi ve dinlendigi
mubhitlerdi. Boylece tekke ve zaviyeler helal yasamin maddi ve manevi 6gelerini destekleyici unsurlardan olmaktaydi.
Evliya Celebi, tekkelerdeki degisim konusunu kisilerin davraniglari {izerinden ele almis ve uzun siirecli bir egitimden
bahsetmistir. Bu ¢alismada, Evliya Celebi’nin Seyahatnimesi esas aliarak, seyyahin Ii¢ Anadolu’da ziyaret ettigi
tekke ve zaviyeler hakkindaki gozlemleri; toplumsal hayattaki rolleri, mimari yapilari, egitim faaliyetleri, devlet-
tekke iliskileri, tasavvuf diisiincesi ve sistemi, tekkelerdeki degisime karsi tutumlari farkli kaynaklar ile mukayese
edilerek incelenmistir.
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Lodges and Zawiyahs in the Central Anatolia Region and Their Roles to Disseminate Halal Life in Evliya
Celebi Travel Book

Abstract

Traveles are rare works that reveal different aspects of the century in which they were written. Evliya Celebi, one of
the most important travelers of the 17th century, clearly conveys the social, political and cultural world of the
Ottoman Empire in this century in his travel book. One of the subjects presented to us in this world is Sufism and the
other is dervish lodges and zawiyah, which are one of the most important indicators of the influence of Sufism on
the people. According to Evliya Celebi, these institutions were supported by the sultans because they were tools of
the settlement policy in the Ottoman Empire. Dervish lodges and zawiyah, in social life, it is seen that an unsettled
region is enriched both morally and materially as well as guesthouses where the traveler and the poor can meet ther
needs and where music is practiced and where tradesmen and craftsmen met. After all, they were the intitutions where
the soul was trained and rested. Thus dervish lodges and zawiyah were among the supporting elements of the material
and spiritual elements of halal life. Evliye Celebi dealt with the subject of change in dervish lodges and zawiyah
through the behavior of people and speak of a long-term education. In this study, based on the travel book of Evliye
Celebi, the traveler’s observations about the dervish lodges and zawiyah he visited in Central Anatolia;their roles in
society, architectural structures, training activities, state-tekke relations, sufi thought and system, attitudes towards
change in dervish lodges were examined by comparing them with different sources.

Keywords: Evliya Celebi, Travelogue, Lodge, Traveler, Sufism, Halal Life
1. Giris

Evliya Celebi, Seyahatname isimli eseriyle 17. asrin Osmanli sosyal, siyasi ve kiltiir diinyasina dair bilgiler
vermektedir. Bu diinya icerisinde bize sundugu meselelerden birisi de tasavvuf ile bunun halka yansimasinin énemli
gostergelerinden biri olan tekke ve zaviyelerdir. Eserin genel kurgusuna baktigimizda Evliya Celebi gittigi sehir ve
iilkelerde, mutasavviflarin mezarlarini, tekkelerini de ziyaret etmis ve onlar hakkinda da bilgiler vermistir. Tekke,
zaviye ve dergahlarin hangi tarikata ait oldugu, kurucu seyhleri, dervisleri ve oraya ait menkibe ve inanislara dair
bilgiler de aktarmistir. Edebi yonii ile de kendisini gosteren yazi iskeleti, tekke ve zéviyelerin mimarisi, isleyisi,
tarihi, halk {izerinde etkileri ve sosyal yasama katkis1 bakimindan aragtirmacilara birincil kaynak niteligindedir. Eser,
Ic Anadolu Bolgesi’ndeki zaviyelerle sinirlandirilarak incelenmis bdylece bahsedilen illerle ilgili arastirmalarda
kolaylik saglamas1 amaglanmistir. Ayrica Istanbul, Bursa gibi baskentlerin yani sira Anadolu cografyasinda tekke ve
zaviyeler ve helal yasami1 yayginlastirici rollerin ortaya konmasi istenmistir. Calismada Orhan Saik Gokyay, Yiicel
Dagli, Seyit Ali Kahraman, Robert Dankoff, Zekeriya Kursun, Ibrahim Sezgin tarafindan hazirlanan ve 1996-2007
yillar1 arasinda Yapi Kredi yaymlari tarafindan yayinlanan 10 ciltlik Seyahatname transkripsiyonu esas alinmus,
ikincil kaynaklar ile mukayese edilerek meseleler degerlendirilmistir.

1.2. Seyahatnimede Sofu-Sufi Kavram

Evliya Celebi, dogumundan itibaren yasadigi bolgenin tasavvuf biiylikleriyle i¢ ige olunan bir ortamda biiyiiyiip
yetigmistir. (Celebi, 2005) Bu yetisme ortami 10 ciltten miitesekkil olan eserinin daha ilk ciltlerinden itibaren stfi\sofi
kavramiyla kendini aksettirmeye baglamstir. Siifilik, Ahmet Yasar Ocak’in da belirttigi iizere 12. Yiizyilda yeni bir
bicim ile temel dinamiklerini Orta Asya ve Orta Dogu’dan alan Miisliiman Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin tasiyicist olmustur.
(Ocak, 1996) Sifilik hareketinin ruhu olan tasavvufun gayesi, literatiirde insan-1 kamil diye adlandirilan Allah’a,
insana ve diger yaratilanlara kars1 vazifelerini suurlu olarak yapan ve haklarini tam olarak koruyan (Kara, 2010)
kimseyi yetistirmektir. Bu yetisme siirecindeki gecilen yollar1 ibn Haldun kisaca su sekilde ifade etmistir: “Miirid
(ve salik) durmadan makamlarda yiikselir, bir makamdan diger bir makama ¢ikar. Nihayet saadet i¢in matlib bir
gaye olan tevhid ve marifete (gnosis) ulasir. (Bu mertebe icin) Hz. Peygamber Allah’tan baska tanrmin
bulunmadigina sehadet ederek 6len bir kimse cennete girmistir.” buyurmuslardir.” (Haldun, 2019) Sibli’ye gore ise
tasavvuf, karsilikli sevgi ve dostluktur. Higbir kaygi duymadan Allah ile beraber olmaktir. Ruhun iifleyislerine kulak
vermektir. (Kara, 1990) Daha pek ¢ok tanimi1 da yapilan ve aslinda bir hél ilmini ve isleyigini igeren tasavvufun

54



Sema Diilgar

kurumsallagmasiyla ortaya ¢ikan tarikatlar, i¢lerinde stfinin gayesini gerceklestirme niyeti ve teskilatiyla var
olagelmislerdir (Gilingdr, 2018). Bu teskilatlanma baslangigta camilerde yiiriitiilen egitim ve ayinlerin zamanla
cogalmasi ve shfi olmayan cemaatin namazlarinin kesilmemesi icin kendilerine mahsus yerler kurmaya
baslamiglardir. Bu gaye ile tekke, zaviye ve ribat diye adlandirilan yapilar olusturulmustur. Bahsedilen teskilatlanma
siirecinin el Kifi ve Ibrahim Edhem zamanlarindan sonra oldugu bilinmektedir (Faruki, 1999). Sifilerin Allah’1
bulma, onunla kalben her daim olma ve onun yolunda olgunlasma yolculuklarinda kullandiklar1 derecelendirme ve
yontemler, zahiren farkli olduklarimi disiindiirse de 6zde ayni gaye icin gayret sarf eden tesekkiillerdir. Evliya
Celebi’de sofi\siifi kavramini: Budin vezirinde oldugu gibi kisilerin isimlerinin Oniine gelen bir sifat, Esnaf-1
Sofiyyun olarak zikredilen esnaf teskilati, sufilere Sofular Hamami ve Miibtecel serbeti gibi tavsiyelerde bulunurken
kullanmistir (Celebi, 2005). Metnin diger kisimlarina da yansimis olan bu 6rnekler halk tarafindan sufi kavraminin
mekan, sifat, teskilat isimleriyle toplumun genel yapisina temas ettigini gostermekle beraber, Evliya Celebi’nin
tasavvufa olan ilgi ve alakasini gozler 6niine sermistir.

2. Seyahatnamede Tekke, Zaviye Kavramlari ve Toplumsal Hayattaki Rolleri

Evliya Celebi, eserinde asitane ve zaviye gibi isimlendirmeler ile beraber daha ¢ok “tekye” seklindeki sdyleyisiyle
daha kapsayici olan ve cami ve mescidin disinda, seyhin liderliginde zikir, ayin ve sohbetlerin yapildig1 bina
manasina gelen kavrami kullanmistir. Orta Asya’dan Orta Avrupa’ya kadar kiiltlir beraberligini ifade eden (Kara,
1990) tekke kurumunun bu fonksiyonu seyahatnimesinde de bizzat gériilmektedir. Bu beraberlik, Ic Anadolu
Bolgesinde Eskisehir, Ankara, Cankiri, Konya, Kayseri, Sivas, Kirgehir ve Kiitahya sehirlerindeki tekke ve zaviye
ag1 ile kendisini hissettirmistir. Zaviye kavrami ise Osmanl toplumunda: herhangi bir tarikata ait olup, igerisinde
dervislerin yasadig1 ve yolculara iicretsiz yemek verildigi yer, sehirlerde mescid, medrese, hamam yapilarini bir arada
tutan kiilliye ve gegitlerde yolcular i¢in kii¢iik misafirhaneler olarak hizmet veren kurumu ifade etmektedir (Sarigam
ve Ersahin, 2018).

Celebi, tekkelerin toplumsal hayattaki gorevleri bakimindan yolcunun, fakirin ihtiyaglarii giderebilecegi
misafirhane, musikinin mesk edildigi, esnaf ve sanatkarlarin bulustugu ve aralarinda yardimlasma ortaminin
saglandig1 nokta, ruhun terbiye edildigi ve dinlendigi muhit olma 6zelliklerinden bahsetmistir. Tekkelerin diger
ozelliklerinden olan okgular ve miskinler tekkesi olma roliine ise yer vermemistir. Ornegin Seyyid Battal Gazi
Tekkesi’ndeki dervislerin, canla basla, din ayrimi yapmaksizin gelen misafirlere elleriyle yemekler yapip hizmet
ettikleri, bu hizmetler igin ise Selguklu emiri tarafindan mutfak, mihmanhaneler, kiler ve firmlarin yaptirildigindan
bahsedilmistir. Konya’daki Mevlana’nin mezarinin da bulundugu asitdnede ise Siileyman Han tarafindan insa
ettirilen kiler, firin, mutfaktan ve yine canla basla ¢alisan derviglerden bahsedilmektedir (Celebi, 2005). Kayseri’de
Seyyid Battal Ca‘fer Gazi Tekkesi i¢in de benzer nitelikleri zikretmistir. Kayseri’de bulunan diger bir yap1 olan
Celaleddin RGm1 Asitanesi’nden bahge kapist 6niinde bir ab1 hayat ¢cesmesinin varligindan, dervislerin gelip su icerek
susuzluklarmi giderdiklerinden ve tekkenin iginde ¢ok sayida ibadet edilen ve uzlete ¢ekinilen oda, yazlik sofa,
mutfak ve sema sirasinda neyzen, kudiimzen, ayinhanin birlikte musiki icra ettikleri yerle siislenmis kadim bir asitane
oldugundan bahsedilmistir (Celebi, 2005). Osmanli toplumu agisindan mevlevihanelerin ayni zamanda bir
konservatuar niteligi tasimalar1 (Oztuna, 1978) yapilarinin bu sekilde kurgulaniyor oluslariyla uyum icerisindedir.
Kayseri Hisarcik’ta diinyay1 terk etmis ihtiyar kimseler i¢in Mevlevihane mesirgahi, atlilar icin eski Kayseri’de
Bektasi Tekkesi mesirgahi, yine piri fani timsali kimselere namazgah, kiigiik biiyiik herkesin namazgaha yagmur
duasina ¢ikacaklar yesilliklerle kapl bir ibadetgah olarak tasvir ederek ayni1 zamanda halk icin seyirlik gorevini de
gordiiklerini belirtmistir (Celebi, 2005).

3. Mimari Yapilar1 Bakimindan Tekkeler

Tekkeler, cami ve mescit gibi binalara nazaran daha miitevazi yapida ve kendi fonksiyonlarina uygun olarak insa
edilmislerdir. Buna ornek olarak dervis odalari, tevhid-haneler gosterilebilir. Daha biiyiikk halde insa edilen
kiilliyelerdeki semahane gibi yapilarla mimarimize yeni stiller kazandirilmistir (Yilmaz, 2007). Eserde de tekke
mimarisinin ayrintili betimlemelerinin yapildigi boliimler vardir. Seyyid Battal Gazi Tekke’sinde, sandukanin oldugu
boliimde: kubbenin i¢inde, esiginde ve kapisinin kapaklarinda giimiis kakma pullar, giimiis kilit ve anahtarlar ile
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siislendigi ve saadet kapisi olarak adlandirildigi tarif edilmektedir. Bu kapidan giren ziyaretgilerin viicudunun titreyip
dehsete diisebilecekleri bigimde heybetli, uzun bir kabrin bulundugu ve on adim uzunlugunda oldugundan
bahsedilmektedir. Dort yani nice ¢esit ¢esit halis altindan yag kandilleri, tiitsiiliikler, giil suyu serpmek i¢in kullanilan
giilabdanlik ve samdanliklar ile siislenmistir. Etrafi yetmis adet hiisni hat tablosu ile donatilmistir. Yine kabrin bag
tarafinda ¢esit ¢esit bayraklar, ok kemanlari vardir ve bunlar harpte kullanilmak {izere demirden veya kayin agacindan
yapilmislardir (Celebi, 2005). Konya’da bulunan Mevldna Asitanesi’nde ise Siileyman Han tarafindan yaptirilmig
olan sandukalarm, altin i¢inde altin seklinde (iki renk veya tek renk altinin mat veya parlak sekilleriyle islenmesiyle
ortaya ¢ikan klasik tezhip teknigi ile) gomdiiriiliip glimiisler ile gecisler yaptirilmis, yaninda hiisn-ii hattan izzetli
kelamlar yazdirmis, giimiisten yag kandilleri, tiitsiiliikler, giilabdanliklar, samdanlar ile siislenmis ve nice kiymetli
sanatla yapilmig kandiller asilarak donatilmistir. Ulemalarin sultaninin sandukasi yiliksekte ve Monla Hiinkarin
sandukas1 alcakta kalacak sekilde, bas tarafinda Mevlevi kiilahlari, iizerinde beyaz Mevlevi sarig1 ve boyunlarinin
oldugu yerde Kesmir, Hindistan’da dokunan kiymetli kumastan sallar ve sarigin sirta uzanan kisminda da
Peygamberimizin siinnetine duyulan saygi ve uygunluk ile hazirlanmis bir kabr-i serif yaptirdigindan bahsedilmistir.
Bu kabr-i seriflerin, semahanenin kible tarafinin kosesinde, dort yaninda parmakliklarin bulundugu bir sekilde insa
edildigi, tizerlerinde baska kubbelerin olmadigi yazilmigtir. Seméhanenin ortasi parlak ve cilalanmis genis bir yer
olup, icerisinde ayin sirasinda neyzen, kudiimzen ve ayinhanlarin birlikte musiki icra ettikleri yer, ibadethane mihrabi
ahenkli direklere yapilmistir. Beyaz mermer ile dosenmis bilyiik, ulu bir haremi vardir. Bu genis haremin dort
tarafinda birgok dervis hiicrelerin varligindan bahsedilmistir. Osmanli Devleti’'nde boyle baska bir asitanenin
bulunmadigini, bastan ayaga kadar ¢ivit rengi parlak mavi has kalay/kursun ile kaplh biiyiik binalardan olustugunu
sOylemistir (Celebi, 2005). Bahsedilen bu tekke Mevleviligin merkezi tekkesidir (Yilmaz, 2007). Celebi, Kiitahya’da
Kapan Hani kurbunda bulunan Mevlevihane Tekkesi’nin dervis hiicreleri, semahane ve mutribhaneden olustugundan
bahsetmekte, Emir Seyh Tekkesi’nin camisini kursumsuz olarak nitelendirmekte, Hizirlik Zaviyesi’ni ise cihanniima
ve kiicilk mescitli oldugunu aktarmaktadir. Padisahlar tarafindan onarim, bakim ve yeni bastan yapimlarinin
goriildiigi tekkelerin, Celebi’nin ayrintili tasviri ile anlatildig lizere mimarisinin bu denli estetik, incelikli sekilde
yapilmis ve donatilmis olmasi toplumun kurumun tasidig tasavvufi ruha olan sevgi ve saygisini da gostermektedir.

4. Devlet-Tekke liskileri ve Helal Yasamin Yayginlagsmasina Katkilari

Tekke ve zaviyeler, devlet politikasinda kullanilan 6nemli araglardan biri olarak karsimiza ¢ikmistir. Malazgirt
Savas1 ve Biiyiik Mogol istilasindan sonra Anadolu topraklar biiyiik go¢lere sahne olmus ve gogler sirasinda Islam
kiiltiiriyle birlikte tasavvuf diislincesi, onder tasavvufi kisiler ile gelmistir (Kara, 2005). Tiirklestirme ve
Miisliimanlagtirma politikasinin etkenlerinden biri olan iskan sistemi kolonizatér dervislerin katkilari ile
genislemistir (Barkan, 2015). Onlar, o zamana kadar yerlesim kurulmamis yerleri mesken ediniyor, tekke ve
zaviyelerini kuruyorlardi. Ordulardan oOnce hudutlardaki bos arazilere yerleserek hareket kabiliyetlerini
kolaylastirtyorlardi (Kazici, 2019). Hudud bélgelerinde bulunan ribat ismi verilen tekkeler, iilkenin u¢ bolgelerinde
smnir giivenligini sagliyordu. Siihreverdi’nin miicahid dervisler olarak adlandirdigi bu kimselerin hem fiili
varliklariyla hem de dualariyla bulunduklar1 beldeleri koruduklari disiiniilityordu (Stihreverdi, 2022). Etraflarina
toplanan takipgileri ile kdy olusturuyor, tarikat merkezi halinde teskilatlaniyorlardi. Fetihler ve gogler arttikca tekke
ve zaviyelerin sayis1 da artiyordu (Barkan, 2003). Daha kiiciik 6l¢ekte ise bir dervis yol kenarinda yerlestigi evini
zaviyeye doniistiirerek kendisinden sonra tiirbesi ile ragbet merkezine doniistiirebiliyordu (Farooghi, 2006).

Seyahatname’de I¢ Anadolu bolgesi tasvirleri arasinda bu hususa ilk kez Seyyid Battal Gazi Tekkesi’nin iskan
faaliyetleri kapsaminda yeni bir yerlesim yeri olarak kurulmasinda rastlanir. Celebi’ye gore Selguklular, Mahan’dan
Ali Danismend onderliginde, 476 tarihinde go¢ edip Konya’nin Karaman beldesine gelip fethettiklerinde Seyyid
Battal Gazi’nin medfun oldugu yeri ele gecirmis olurlar. Haci Bektasi Veli, Ahmed Yesevi’den izin alip bu asitaneye
gelince, Orhan Gazi Bursa’dan ziyaretine gelir. Orhan Gazi ziyaretinde Hac1 Bektas-1 Veli’nin ricasiyla asitinenin
etrafin1 imar ederek buraya bin hane halkinin iskanini ve sehrin imarini saglanmistir. Haci1 Bektasi Veli ise Celebi’nin
halifesi olarak zikrettigi Pirce Sultan’1 tekkeye seyh ilan ederek yetmis miiridiyle ikametlerine izin vermistir.
Konya’da Mevlana’nin mezarinin da bulundugu asitanede kiler, firin ve mutfagin Siileyman Han tarafindan insa
ettirildiginden, Kiitahya’da Kalburcu karyesinde Seyh Ahmed Kalburcu’ya Selim Han zamaninda tekkesi yakininda
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giizel bir mescid insa edildiginden bahsedilmektedir (Celebi, 2005). Iktidar tarafindan zAviyelerin hem kirsal
kesimde hem de sehir merkezlerinde varliklarimin bu sekilde desteklenmesinde yolculara konaklama, ihtiyag
sahiplerine yemek ve barinma, egitim ve farkli dinde olanlarin kalplerinin 1sindirilmast gibi hizmetlerinin de etkisi
vardir (Sahin, 2020). Devlet nezdinde iskan politikasinin yaninda tekke ve zaviyelerle halkin niifusunu ve itibarim
kazanmig tarikat ve seyhleri desteklemek halkin devlete olan bagliligini arttirtyordu (Ocak, 2021). Onlarin iizerinde
niifus elde etmek bulunduklar1 yerlesim yerleri iizerinde de niifusunu korumak anlamina geliyordu (Isik, 2017).
Bunun bilincinde olan hiikiimdarlar, Evliya Celebi’nin de yer verdigi gibi kolonizatdr dervislerin bulundugu yerleri
ziyaret etmis, yerlesimlerini genisletebilecek araziler tahsis edilmesini ve mescitler yapilmasini saglamistir (Celebi,
2005).

Padisahlar veya iist kademedeki devlet gorevlileri tarafindan yapilmis olan vakif eserleri, Evliya Celebi’nin verdigi
Seyitgazi, Kiitahya, Konya 6rnegindeki gibi devletin sinirlarinin uzandigi cografyalarda varligini temsil etmistir. Bir
baska yonden Seyahatname’nin bahsedilen kisminda zikredilmemis olsa da tekkeler genel olarak vakif kurumlarinda
oldugu gibi devlet politikasinda faaliyetlerin duyurulmasi i¢in kullanilan bir ara¢ da olabilmistir (Arifoglu, 2013).
Mustafa Kara istihbarat gorevi 6zelliklerini su sozler ile ifade eder: “Osmanlilar doneminde halkin ihtiyag ve
sikayetleri idari makamlara, idarenin talep ve istekleri halka dergahlar araciligiyla ulastirildi.” (Kara, 1999). Boylece
tekke ve zaviyeler Osmanl1 Devleti’nin kurulusundan itibaren sinirlarin genislemesinde, Tiirk-Islam kiiltiiriiniin yeni
fethedilen yerlere yerlesmesinde, devletin kaliciliginin saglanmasina katki saglamig; hududlari genisleyen Osmanli
Devleti helal yasamin zeminini olusturan ortaminda geniglemesine katki saglamustir.

5. Egitim Faaliyetleri ve Tasavvufi Hayat

Tekke ve zaviye kurumlarinin da i¢inde bulundugu Osmanli egitim sistemi ikiye ayrilmaktadir. ilki érgiin egitim
veren sibyan mektepleri ve medreselerdir. Bu binalarinin yapim ve onarim giderlerinden baslanarak hocalarinin,
talebelerinin masraflari vakif kanali ile giderilmistir. ikinci kategoriyi ise yaygin egitim olusturmaktadir ki burada
cami, kiitiiphane, tekke ve zaviyeler gorev alir (Akyiiz, 2018). Evliya Celebi, zaviyelerde yapilan egitim faaliyetleri
konusunda tatbiki ve sozlii egitimi eserinde tasvir etmistir. Tatbiki egitimin 6rnegi Seyyid Battal Gazi Tekkesi’nde
goriilmektedir. Dervis egitiminin baglangigta meydanin siipiiriilmesinden basladigi ve zamanla kademe kademe
yiikselerek tiirbedar oluncaya kadar giden bir gdrevlendirme ve olgunlagtirmadan bahsedilmistir. Kisi egitimin
sonunda ise seyh olup gece giindiiz asitanede devamli olarak bu halini devam ettirerek duasi Cenab-1 Hak tarafindan
geri cevrilmeyen bir insan olacaktir (Celebi, 2005). Tekkelerdeki genel egitim faaliyetlerinin seyrine baktigimizda
belli bir yas siirinin olmadigini, seyhe bagliligin esas olmakla birlikte kisinin bu egiticisini kalbi mutmain olana
degin bizzat kendisinin arayip bulmasinin beklendigi goriilmektedir. Se¢cimde ana belirleyici unsur insanin mizacidir.
Miirsidin secilip egitimin baglamasindan itibaren kendisine yine bu egitim kapsaminda ¢esitli vazifeler verilir. Bunlar
kisinin ruhi durumu ve gelisimine gore belirlenir. (Kara, 1990).

Evliya Celebi, seyh, dervis ve tekkeye gelen misafirlerin hallerini tasvir etmektedir. Seyh Cin Osman’in Sivas’in
Bozok Sancag Kiirk¢iikiran Karyesi’nde biiyiik asitanelerden olan Osman Pasa Tekkesi’nde medfun oldugunu, Hace
Ahmed Yesevi’nin yedinci halifesi olup Cin diyarinda tahta kilig ile yedi basli ejderha 6ldiirdiigii igin Emir-i Cin
Osman olarak anildigini sdylemistir. Seyyid Battal Gazi Tekkesi’nde bulunan dervisler igin iki yiizden fazla ehli
stinnet ve’l cema’at bas ve ayaklar1 ¢iplak halde ilahi sirlarin erbabi arif, yaptiklarin1 Allah’tan bilip kendini her
bakimdan Allah’a muhtag bilen erenlerden “fena f”illah” yani Allah’in varliginda yok olma durumu, “la ciibbete ve
12 sivallah” yani ciibbemin altinda Allah’tan baska bir sey yok diyen, giizel huylu, halim selim kisiler olduklarin
sOylemistir (Celebi, 2005). Tasavvufun gayesi de insan-1 kamil diye adlandirilan Allah’a, insana ve diger yaratilanlara
kars1 vazifelerini, suurlu olarak yapan ve haklarini tam olarak koruyan kimsedir. Bu mertebeye “Allah’in ahlaki ile
ahlaklanmak” ta denilmektedir (Kara,1990) ki, Evliya Celebi’de bu hakikati anlatmaktadir. Egitim faaliyetleri yatili
oldugu gibi giindiizleri glinliik hayatlarina devam edenlerde vardir ve bu hususun 6rnegi Konya sehri anlatiminda
goriilmektedir. Konya’daki asitdinede semaya ii¢ yiizli asan bey, pasa, mollalarin katildigim sdylemis, onlar1 her
birinin birer bagin giild, arif kisiler olarak adlandirmistir. Celebi’nin tasvir ettigi lizere arifi billah olan, marifet-i
hakka vasil olan veli, ermis vasifli bu kimseler diinyayi terk edip Mevlana’nin asitanesinin oldugu yerde daire ¢izer
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gibi donerek sema etmislerdir. Bu kisilerden ayaklari ¢iplak, basi agik fakirlikle 6viinen canlarin oldugunu, gece
giindiiz ilahi ask ile sarhos ve yigitce davrandiklarindan bahsetmektedir (Celebi, 2005). Metinde gegen fakir olma
vasfi, tasavvuf anlayisinda dervis manasina gelir ve sadece Allah’a muhtag¢ olmak, bunun bilincinde olmak demektir.
Imam Gazali’ye gére bu vasfin gesitli dereceleri vardir (Gazali, 2002). Celebi ise eserinde derecelerinden
bahsetmeden bu kavrami genel manasi ile ele almistir. Kayseri Celaleddin Rumi Asitanesi’nde bulunan irfan
sahiplerinin kendinde varlik gérmeyerek her bakimdan Allah’a muhtag olduklarini bilmekle dolu olduklarini, haftada
iki kere Mevlana ayinini yapip sema esnasinda ¢alinmak iizere hazirlanmis biiyiik besteyi icra ederek semay safa
edip cilvelendiklerini yani Allah’in kulun kalbinde hissedilir bir héle geldigini sdylemistir. Yine Kayseri’de asitane-
i Bektagiyan ve Kalenderan olarak niteledigi Koyun Baba Tekkesi’nde hala birkac tane fenafillahi1 yasamis olan
canlari bulundugunu, ara sira sehre gelip dilencilik yaparak onunla 6lmeyecek kadar olan yiyeceklerini edindiklerini
sOylemistir. Kiitahya’da Seyh Ahmed Kalburcu i¢in de ayni vurgu yapilmis ilm-i lediin sahibi oldugu belirtilen seyhin
daima ¢avdar ekmegi yedigi bugday ve arpa ekmegine tenezziil etmediginden kendisine Cavdarli Seyh denildigi
aktarilmistir. Koyun Baba Tekkesi’nin, sehrin mesirgdhini ¢ogaltan, irfan sahibi sadik asiklarin madeni oldugu,
sehrin 6nde gelen egraf, ayan, meddahlar, gazel ve beste okuyanlar, sazendegén, ve cihanin pirleri olarak adlandirdig1
sairlerin tatil giinlerinde bu huzur ve ferahliklar mekanina gelip, yiyip i¢ip kose kdse gezerek sohbetleri
dinlediklerinden bahsetmistir. Celebi onlarin halleri karsisinda diinya aleminden az miktar umduklarina eristiler diye
tasvir eder. (Celebi, 2005). Metinde gegen musiki icrasina dair ifadeler ve orada bulunan kisilerde olusturdugu etki
tasavvuf tarihinin ¢ok erken zamanindan itibaren, musikinin ruhun gidast ve rizki oldugu diisiincesini akillara
getirmektedir. Oyle ki Mevlana’da “siiphesiz musiki asiklarin ruhlari igin bir gidadir. Ciinkii onda sevgiliye vasil
olma {imidi ve onunla birlesme hayali vardir”, diye bu hususu dile getirilmistir (Uludag, 2020). Ayrica anlatimda
Fiitiivvet teskilatinin tesirlerinden olan giindiiz ¢alismanin verdigi yorgunlugun aksam tekkelerde giderildigini de
goriilmektedir (Kara, 1990). Ahi teskilatindaki kisiler bahsedilen toplantilarin ihtiyaglar karsilanmasinda finansal
destekte saglamiglardir (Karazeybek ve Polat ve Ilgar, 2005). Evliya Celebi’nin gordiigii ve aktardigi bu bilgiler tekke
ve zaviyelerdeki zikirlere sadece tekkeye bagl dervislerin degil esrafin, devlet gorevlilerinin de katilabildigini ve
ruhlarimi teskin ettiklerini gostermektedir. Diizenli olarak yapilan bu faaliyetler gelen kisilerin manevi diinyasina
katkida bulunmus, insanin daha huzurlu bir yasam siirmesinde etki gostererek hayatin diger vechelerine de yansidigi
ifade edilmistir.

6. Tekkelerdeki Degisimin Etkisi

Evliya Celebi’nin eserinde I¢ Anadolu Bolgesi tekkeleri igin verdigi bilgileri, Osmanli cografyasinda tasavvuf
hayatinin ve dolayisiyla tekke kurumunda baslayan degisim ve bozulmanin nedenleri agisindan degerlendirecek
olursak irfan Giindiiz’iin su tespitleri karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir: Tekke-medrese catismalarinin baglamasi, tarikatlar arasi
anlagmazlik, devlet adamlarinin ikbal ve ihtiraslar i¢in tarikatlar1 arac1 gérmek istemeleri, manevi kemal noksanlig1
olan ehliyetsiz kisilere verilmesi. Boylece tekke egitiminde seviye diisiisii ve ¢oziilme baglamistir (Giindiiz, 2019).
Celebi ise ehil olmayan kisilerin basa gecirilmesine dair elestiride bulunmustur. Hact Bayram-1 Veli’nin kadim
mabed olan Eski Cami’de ¢ikip vaaz ve nasihat ettigi ¢ok nurlu, aydinlik bigimde nitelendirdigi kiirsiiye, haddini
bilmez baz1 seyhlerin halka vaaz ve nasihat vermek i¢in ¢iktiklarindan, ama beceremeyerek meseleyi dar bir bigimde
anlatip indiklerini dile getirmistir. S6z konusu seyhleri yetenekli, kabiliyetli ve korkusuzca nasihat verecek nitelikte
olmadiklarimi séyleyerek elestirmistir (Celebi, 2005). Osmanli Devleti’nin genel tasavvuf tarihine bakildiginda ise
seyhiilislamlarin ¢ogunlugunun, fetvalariyla stfileri desteklememis olduklar1 goriilse de Evliya Celebi’nin eserini
yazdig1 17. asirda bunun aleyhe davranista bulunmayan seyhiilislamlardan biri olan Yahya Efendi’nin varligin
gormekteyiz. Ayrica bu donemde Abdiilmecid Sivasi Efendi ile Kadizide Mehmet Efendi’nin aralarindaki tartisma
ve catismanin halk nezdinde kutuplagsma yaratabilecegi, saraya da yansiyan bu miinakasanin etkileri goz onilinde
tutulmalidir (Kara, 1990). Tekke-medrese catigsmalarina sahne olan bu ortamda Halveti, Kadiri ve Mevlevi
tekkelerdeki faaliyetlerde sikinti yasandig1 gériilmiistiir (Ozcelik, 2017). Evliya Celebi eserinde ele aldigimiz kisimda
Eski Cami iizerinden bir elestiride bulunmus, tekke ve medrese ¢atismalarina veya Kadizadeliler Hareketi’ne ise yer
vermemistir.

58



Sema Diilgar

7. Menakibnameler

Menakibnameler, Osmanli doéneminde yasamis olan mutasavviflarin hayatlari, goriisleri miirsid ve miiridleri
hakkinda bilgi edinebilecegimiz kaynaklardandir (Kara, 1990). Osmanli’da Battalndme, Danismendname,
Vilayetname gibi farkl1 menakibname tiirlerinden eserler kaleme alinmistir (Sahin, 2004). Evliya Celebi, Eskisehir,
Kiitahya ve Konya’da bulunan zaviyelerden bahsederken oncelikle bu kaynak tiirlinden aktarimlar yaparak konuya
giris yapmustir. Seyyid Battal Gazi'nin vefatindaki etkenler hakkinda ii¢ farkli rivayete uzunca yer vermistir.
Rivayetlerin ilkinde Seyyid Battal Gazi’nin hiiziinlii bir hal igerisinde iken Uskiidar’a kayik ile giderek Istanbul
tekfurunun kizin1 kagirdigini, yasadigi maceralardan sonra Kayser-i Rum binas1 olan kiigiik kalecigi fethedip icine
sevdigi kiz1 sakladigini aktarmistir. Seyyid Battal Gazi’'nin gece uykuya dalmis olarak yatarken, Roma hiikiimdari
tarafindan gonderilen askerleri goren sevdigi kizin haber vermek i¢in ufak bir tag alip Seyyid Battal’a attigini,
kulagina denk gelen tas sonucu Battal Gazi’nin orada sehid oldugunu soyler. Battal-ndme isimli eserde de tasin
yanlislikla Seyyid Battal Gazi’yi sehid ettigi yazilmaktadir (Demir ve Erdem, 2006). Evliya Celebi’nin eserinde yer
verdigi rivayetler ise burada askerleri goren kizin tas1 bilerek mi, yoksa istemeden mi sehid edecek sekilde attigina
dairdir. Celebi’nin kanaati kizin Seyyid Battal’1 sevdigi, sehid oldugunu gordiigiinde oracikta kendi canini da verdigi
ve bilerek atma rivayetinin yalan oldugudur. Gece baskin yapan kafirlerin Seyyid Battal’1 ve katil olan kiz1 61ii halde
goriince ikisini de yakalim dediklerini, o an esir olan Battal Gazi askerlerinin “Siz Battal Gazi’nin viicud-1 seriflerini
yakarsaniz Bagdat ve Malatya’daki Miisliimanlarda sizin orada olan rahip ve 6ne gelenlerinizi 6ldiiriip atese atarlar.”
dediklerinde kafirlerin hak verip yakmaktan vazgegerek esir askerlerden ¢ogunu azad ettiklerini sdyler. Sadik agiklari
ise sevdigi kiz gibi onun cesedini goriince canlarini teslim etmis, kafir askerler ise “Tiirk dervisidir” diyerek olanlara
g6z yummuslardir (Celebi, 2005).

Haci Bayram-1 Veli hakkinda ise Menakibname’den aktardig: bilgiler soyledir: Bir giin at iistiinde bir hanim Hac1
Bayram-1 Veli’ye gelerek “Babamin ruhu i¢in bize gelip Kur’an oku” der. Israr iizere hanimin evine varip bir Kuran-
1 Kerim’den ayetler okuduktan sonra fitnelerle dolu olan hatun, Hac1 Bayram-1 Veli’nin yanina gelip “Ah canim,
sende olan bu kaslar ve ah sende olan heybetli ¢ene, o kirpikler, viicuduna damga vuran ahu goézler, ah parlak kirmizi
renkli aydinlik nurlu yiiziin ve ceylan gozlerin” diyerek ona yaklagmak ister. Hac1 Bayram-1 Veli aciz kalip “Hatun
bana biraz izin ver, def i hacet gidereyim” der. Bir ibrik alarak gizlendigi kosede soyle dua eder “ilahi ya Mevlayi
halim sana bildirilmistir. Beni izzetli huzurunda yiizii kararanlardan eyleme. Diinyada begenilmeyen, kinanan
olacaksam olayim. Beni bu kastan, kirpikten ve zeki olan akildan kurtarip igreng, nefret edilecek bir yiiz eyle.” Dua
sonras1 o anda nurlu parlak yiiziinden eser kalmayarak abdal kabag1 gibi yiizii ¢cok¢a parlaklagsmigtir. Olanlar sonrast
Hac1 Bayram-1 Veli yiiz bin hamd edip hatunun yanin gelip selam verir. Hatun onu bu halde goriince akli perisan
olup bu aziz kisiden nefret eder. Cariyelerini ¢agirip “vurun su na-mahrem deyyusu” diyerek evden kovar. Aziz
hazretleri o ¢gukurdan bu vesile ile kurtulup ahirete dyle goz alici, parlak intikal eylemistir. Onun i¢in evlatlarindan
nice gelebiler, giizel yiizlii ¢elebilerdir seklinde anlatilmistir (Celebi, 2005).

Celebi pirler hakkinda sadece hayatlarina dair hikdye ve menakibnamelere yer vermemis onlart cesitli
sifatlandirmalar ile de verek dua ciimleleri ile anlatimini sonlandirmustir. Ornegin Haci Bektasi Veli’yi muhtesem
kutub, riikn-i muhterem, zahid i zeméne, abid-i yegane, natik-1 hakayik, essiz abid, ma‘den-i hikmet-i Rabbani, kidve-
i rical, nokta-i kemal, seyh-i ale'l-itlak, kutb-1 istihkak, , sakin-i kiilbe-i Siibhani olarak vasiflandirmig, Ankara’da
ziyaret ettigi i¢in kendisini nasipli gordiigiinii sdyledigi es-Seyh Hazret i Er Sultan’1 ziyaretinde nice dostlar ile
dostluk kurdugundan bahsederek “kaddesenallahu bi-sirrihil azim” Allah onu (onun sirrini) aziz ve miibarek eylesin
dua ciimlesi ile anlatimin1 bitirmistir (Celebi, 2005).

8. Sonuc¢

Evliya Celebi, Seyahatnamesi’nde i¢ Anadolu Bolgesi’nde Konya, Ankara, Cankir1, Eskisehir, Kiitahya, Kayseri,
Sivas, Karapinar ve Beypazari’ndaki tekke ve zaviyeler hakkinda bilgiler vermistir. Karapinar’da sadece ii¢ tekkenin
varligindan bahsetmis, Cankirn da ise say1 ve isim belirtmeksizin burada tekke oldugunu dile getirmistir. Sivas’ta
bulunan tekkeden ve tekkede medfun olan seyh ile ilgili anlatilardan bahsetmistir. Eskisehir, Konya, Ankara, Kiitahya
ve Kayseri’de ise veriler daha zengindir. Mimarileri, kurucu seyleri ve menkibeleri, donemin padisahlari tarafindan

59



Evliya Celebi’nin Seyahatndamesi’'nde I¢ Anadolu Bélgesindeki Tekke ve Zaviyeler ile Helal Yasami Yayginlastirict
Rolleri

nasil desteklendikleri, Celebi’nin ziyareti sirasinda gordiikleri, hayran kaldigi ve elestirdigi yonler yer almaktadir.
Haklarinda bilgi verilmeyip sadece isimlerinin gegtigi Kiitahya’daki tekkeler ise: Emir Seyh Tekkesi, Nareddin
Tekkesi, Nalinlt Seyh Tekkesi ve Abdiilkadir Cilanl Tekkesi, Seyh Pasin Tekkesi, Hizirlik Tekkesi, Al-i Aba
Bektasiyan Tekkesi’dir. Anlatilar1 sirasinda ¢ocuklugundan beri igerisinde bulundugu aile ortaminin tasavvufi
hayatla biitiinlesmis olmasi, toplum tarafindan tasavvufun ve kurumlarinin benimsenmis olmasi ve aldigi ilimlerin
kattiklarini ustalikla kullanmistir. Birikimi metin icerisinde kullandig: ¢esitli tasavvufi istilahlar, hallerin anlatimi ve
halktan soylemeler ile kendisini gostermistir. Donemin tasavvufi tartismalarina, medrese-tekke meselesine vurgu
yapilmamus, tekkelere dair Ankara’daki seyh ornegi haric elestiriden ziyade tanitim ve sevdirme yoluna gidilmistir.
Sevdirme usuliinde kisilerin hayatlarinin aktarildigi menakibnameler de kullanilmistir. Celebi, ziyaret ettigi kisilere
dair muhabbetini ifade etmekten ¢ekinmemis ve ziyaretlerini dua ciimleleri ile sonlandirmistir. Tekke ve zaviyeler
hudud boélgelerde kurularak sinir giivenligini saglanmis, akinlar sirasinda gegisi kolaylastirmis, yeni elde edilen
topraklarin Tiirklesmesi ve Miisliimanlagsmasina tasavvufi sahsiyetlerin onderliginde biiyiikk katki saglamistir.
Smirlarin genislemesi ve gilivenligi, helal yasamin yayginlasmasi ve korunmasinda da etkili olmus, Celebi’nin
aktardig1 bilgilerde de goriildiigii gibi bu durum padisahlar tarafindan desteklenmistir. Seyahatname’nin edebi yonii
ile de kendisini gosteren yazi iskeleti, tekke ve zaviyelerin mimarisi, igleyisi, tarihi, sosyal yagama etkisi gibi birgok
konuda arastirmacilara kaynak niteligindedir.
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