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Insan ve toplumu ilgilendiren konular sosyal bilimlerin ilgi alanma girmektedir. Kisacasi sosyal bilimler
diinyanin ve yasamin insani ve toplumsal ydnlerini inceleyen bir anlayisi barinmaktadir. Gegmisimizi
ogrenmek icin Tarih’e, i¢inde yasadigimiz mekan ve doga i¢in Cografya’ya, toplumsal yap1 ve degerlerimizi
ogrenmek i¢in Sosyoloji’ye ihtiya¢ duyariz. Bu haliyle sosyal bilimler biitiin boliimleri ile merkezinde insanin
oldugu toplumun ihtiyaglarina cevap verecek bilim dallarin1 barindirmaktadir.

Usak Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi olarak 16 yildir sosyal bilimler alanindaki ¢aligmalari bilim
diinyasma ve toplum hizmetine kazandirmanin mutlulugunu yasamaktayiz. Usak Universitesi Lisansiistii
Egitim Enstitiisii biinyesinde sosyal bilimler alaninda yilda iki kez (Haziran — Aralik) e-dergi formatinda
yayimlanan uluslararas1 hakemli dergimizde Tarih, Edebiyat, Cografya, Arkeoloji, Psikoloji, Sosyoloji, Sanat
Tarihi, Egitim, Egitim Bilimleri, Ingiliz Dili ve Edebiyati, Iktisat, Maliye, Felsefe, Siyaset Bilimi ve
Kamu Y®énetimi, Calisma Ekonomisi ve Endiistri, Isletme ve Giizel Sanatlar gibi sosyal bilimler alaninda
yazilan Tiirkce ve Ingilizce dzgiin/geviri makalelere yer verilmektedir. Dergimizin Aralik 2023 sayisinda bes
Ozgiin aragtirma makalesi yer almaktadir.

Bilimsel calismalariyla, bu sayinin hazirlanmasina katkida bulunan makale yazarlarina, makaleleri inceleyerek
bilimsel niteligini gelistirmek amaciyla hakemlik yapan degerli akademisyenlere, yaymn kuruluna ve yaym
asamasinda emegi gecenlere tesekkiir ediyoruz. Sonraki sayilarda tekrar bulugmak dilegiyle...
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Dijital Aktivizm ve Ling Kiiltiirii: Save Ralph Ornegi Cercevesinde Hayvan
Haklari Uzerine Bir Inceleme

Mustafa Eren Akpmar™*
Article Information Abstract
Received:  22.07.2023 In the context of today's global structure, many changes and effects have

ained a significant scope. In the light of this scope, many social awareness

Revised:  11.09.2023 gctions ang models hzf)ve emergeg. Among theze emeZging models, the
Accepted:  13.09.2023 digitalisation of activism and the electronification of lynch culture have had
the most significant impact. Especially in recent years, increasing awareness
of animal rights all over the world has also been shaped within this scope. It
would not be wrong to say that one of the biggest contributions to the increase
in animal rights awareness all over the world is the Save Ralph short film. Cos
in addition to the effect created by the Save Ralph short film, lynching culture
is generally a negative situation thanks to both street and internet activism
created by the activist society created by the digitalisation of activism, while
lynching actions created through animal rights have gained a more positive
and sanctioned perspective. For this reason, semiotic analysis was used to
evaluate the Save Ralph example in the article produced from this thesis. In
addition, 250 tweets posted on Twitter using the hashtags "#saveralph and/or
#hayvanhaklart" within a 22-day period between 29.03.2021 and 19.04.2021
were analysed by content analysis in 17 different categories.

Published Online:  30.12.2023

Keywords: Digital Activism, Lynching Culture, Animal Rights, Save Ralph,
Awareness Studies

Makale Bilgisi Ozet

Alndi:  22.07.2023 Gilinlimiiz global yapis1 baglaminda pek ¢ok degisim ve etki 6nemli bir kapsam
o kazanmistir. Bu elde edilen kapsam 1s18inda da bir¢ok toplumsal farkindalik
Dizelfildi: 11.09.2023 eylemi modeli ortaya ¢ikmustir. Bu ortaya ¢ikan modeller arasinda ise

Kabul Edildi-  13.09.2023 aktivizmin dijitallesmesi ve ling kiiltiiriiniin elektroniklesmesi en 6nemli etkiyi
yaratmistir. Ozellikle son yillarda tiim diinyada artan hayvan haklari
Yayimland:— 30.12.2023 farkindaliklar1 da bu kapsam dahilinde sekillenmistir. Hayvan haklar

farkindaligmin tiim diinyada artig gdstermesine en biiyiik katkilardan birini ise
Save Ralph kisa filminin yaptigini sdylemek yanlis olmamaktadir. Ciinkii,
Save Ralph kisa filminin yarattig1 etkinin yani sira aktivizmin dijital hale
gelmesi ile olusturulan aktivist toplumun yarattigi hem sokak hem de internet
aktivizmi sayesinde ling kiiltiirii de genelde olumsuz bir durum olmaktayken
hayvan haklar iizerinden yaratilan ling eylemleri daha pozitif ve yaptirimsal
bir perspektife kavusmustur. Bu nedenle de bu tezden iiretilen makale
caligmasinda Save Ralph 6rnegi degerlendirilirken gdstergebilimsel analiz
kullanilmistir. Bunun yani sira ise Twitter tizerinden 29.03.2021 ile 19.04.2021
tarihleri arasindaki 22 giinliik siire igerisinde “#saveralph ve/veya
#hayvanhaklar’” hashtaglerini kullanilarak atilan 250 tweet 17 farkl
kategoride igerik analizi yapilarak incelenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Digital Aktivzm, Ling Kiiltiirii, Hayvan Haklari, Save
Ralph, Farkindalik Calismalar

*Adapted from the master's thesis with the “Dijital Aktivizm ve Ling Kiiltiirii: Save Ralph Ornegi Cer¢evesinde Hayvan Haklart
Uzerine Bir Inceleme” title, conducted under the supervision of Assoc. Dr. Aysegiil AKAYDIN AYDIN.
**Independent Researcher m.erenakpinar@gmail.com ORCID: 0000-0002-3917-3203
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1. Introduction

From the perspective of today's changing structure, it is seen that many new generation activist movements
have created an agenda for themselves. Forwhy, when the extent of today's world is analysed from the top, it can
be said that social actions, street or internet activism have a very important feature. Especially when the points
examined within the scope of this study are considered, the digitalisation of activism movements and thus the great
development of street activism as well as the digital world have a very valuable positioning in the current process.

As well as this, an overview of animal rights, which have had a great agenda in recent years both within the
framework of national and international law and within the social structure, has also been given. Thanks to this
overview, both the literature on animal rights has been reviewed and animal rights have been examined at the point
of creating a great social awareness. Inasmuch as today, many regulations have been made in order to protect the
lives and lives of all living things. Animal rights, on the other hand, have gained a conceptual quality that is
regulated and tried to be defined within this comprehension.

For this reason, within the scope of the study, firstly, a literature review is conducted in terms of digital
activism, lynching culture and then animal rights, and the first two sections of the study has been shaped in this
way. In the last part of the study, the short film Save Ralph, which can be considered as one of the biggest awareness
raising studies on animal rights in recent years, is analysed from a semiotic perspective. At the same time, 250
tweets with the hashtags of animal rights and Save Ralph and within the range determined within the scope of the
study on Twitter were analysed and content analysis was conducted. In this way, the study has become a more
inclusive study that uses both semiotic analysis from qualitative research methods and content analysis from
quantitative research methods.

2. Definitions of Activism

Activism, which can be regarded as a relatively new term, is defined as the ability to act and make history
(Cammaerts, 2007: 217), which emerged in the mid-70s, and according to its dictionary meaning, activism (Tiirk
Dil Kurumu, 2011: 78), in other words, action, reaction. However, it should be underlined that this definition is
not sufficient to fully explain activism. Expressing activism as a set of struggles for social change (Giirel & Nazli,
2019: 188) or as efforts to create change in the behaviour of institutions or organisations through action strategies
such as lobbying, advocacy, negotiation, protest, campaigning and awareness raising (Koffel, 2003: 118) more
clearly conveys the structure expressed by the concept of activism. It is also possible to define activism as a new
model of social protest (Juris, 2004: 343) that includes workers' marches and rallies, independent media and the
articulation of economic justice, environmental, feminist, labour and international relations.

Similar to Giirel and Nazli's definition, Turhan defines activism as all efforts to contribute to or oppose
social transformation (Turhan, 2017: 27). At the same time, it is important to define the concept of activism as a
reminder not only of the existence of the world but also of its shaping (Gitlin, 1980) in order to obtain a more in-
depth structure. Nevertheless, it is not a correct approach to see activism as consisting of these definitions. Because,
as Akarsu does, it is possible to define the concept of activism on a more philosophical ground. Akarsu explains
activism as the effect, state of agency and personal world view that occurs through one's life and thought (Akarsu,
1975: 72). Within the content of this explanation, it is more accurate to define activism philosophically as a social
reaction, effect and stance.

In the light of these definitions, it is necessary to evaluate the concept of activism as an action, a
transformation, a voice and an opposition. Otherwise, any definition made independently of these parameters is
actually incomplete and inadequate at some point. The main reason for this is that what is meant to be expressed
and meant by the concept of activism does not have a depthless perspective that can be conveyed with a single
definition. On the contrary, it has the characteristic of being a concept that needs to be looked at from a wide range
of perspectives and that exists thanks to this wide spectrum it possesses.

3. An Overview of the Concept of Digital Activism

If it is necessary to look at the concept of digital activism in general terms, activism movements that are
considered specific to the global world are expressed as digital activism (Gtirel & Nazli, 2019: 190). According to
Yegen (2014: 88),, digital activism is defined as "internet activism", which occurs when the internet creates a space
for social activism. In addition, it is also possible to define the concept of digital activism as a set of actions taken
in an organised or unorganised manner to create social or political awareness or change (Aksu, 2017: 85). For,
with the digitalisation of the activism movement with developing technologies, new social movements (Okan,
2020: 251) have started to be encountered.

This activism concept, which is expressed as digital activism or internet activism, can be expressed as a new
type of activism activities rising from the ground of traditional activism. According to Joyce's discourse, digital
activism is conveyed as economic, political and social content (Joyce, 2010: 2) that attracts attention with its
instrumental structure and progresses in the light of digital technologies. And also, digital activism should also be
evaluated within the scope of raising awareness and being a voice in society. Insomuch as activism is basically a
common stance against a social event, it should be evaluated within the scope of action.
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Through digital activism, each individual from all segments of society can easily publicise their own
thoughts and ideas. Moreover, it is much faster than traditional activism for some individuals to formulate a plan
on an existing problem through social media and to gather a community in the light of these plans. Besides,
although digital activism movements cannot be carried out with traditional activism, it is also very important that
traditional activism movements can be easily carried out through digital activism.

This clearly shows that the people gathered through digital platforms have the opportunity to make their
voices heard through digital channels, as well as to carry out their actions in unity in traditional media with their
united power in digital channels. In doing so, they are in a two-way interaction. In this way, they can find a place
for themselves within the scope of both traditional activism and digital activism, make their voices heard, and
easily realise their goals of agency and effectiveness within the framework of interaction. Nevertheless, as activism
movements, which can be carried out in a more limited way with traditional activism, have a wider area thanks to
digitalisation, the lynch culture, which is one of the main problems of social media, has become harsher and has
started to cause psychological and spiritual harm rather than physical harm. For this reason, it is very important to
examine what lynch culture is and its effects.

3. The Phenomenon of Lynching and the Concept of Culture

Lynching can be defined as the extrajudicial vilification or physical or psychological harm of more than one
person for a behaviour that they consider a crime (Tiirk Dil Kurumu, 2011: 1588). Within the framework of this
definition, it is also possible to express this concept, which is actually expressed as lynching, as individuals trying
to humiliate or vilify other individuals within the scope of their own judgement values. However, it does not make
sense to see the concept of lynching as only this. Since, lynching is not only a mass action but also a tool used by
the society for the mass or community to punish someone (Diizgiin and Ozkan, 2017: 44).

In addition to this, in terms of the fact that lynching is a social movement, a social punishment method, the
fact that the individuality of the individuals in the lynch mass is ignored and that they do not realise the wrongs
they have done by hiding behind the fact that they are actually a part of that society, and that lynching is the opium
of the individuals in the society should be mentioned. This is because lynching is defined by the National
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People, or NAACP, as an act done in the name of serving traditions
or customs (Project HAL: Historical American Lynching Data Collection Project, 2012 as quoted in Baki, 2013:
3). For this reason, lynching can be explained as a state of agency that occurs as a result of individuals believing
that they are doing something for the right purpose. In this context, in fact, explaining lynching as a state of
activism that is carried out with social support and that allows the individual to be included in the lynch mass and
to shift the responsibility to the community facilitates a better understanding of the concept and the phenomenon.

The concept of culture is generally defined as "all material and immaterial values created in the process of
historical and social development and the whole of the means used in creating and transmitting them to the next
generations, showing the extent of man's dominance over his natural and social environment, heritage, culture"
(Tirk Dil Kurumu, 2011: 1558). When examined within this scope, it is possible to define lynch culture as a
community of thought that comes together to put an event or person in a bad situation or to humiliate them.
However, it is not correct to analyse lynch culture in such a shallow structure. Indeed, the concept of lynching has
a history dating back to ancient times. The first examples of the concept of lynching were encountered with the
violence of the Ku Klux Klan against black individuals after the American Civil War (Tiirk, 2017: 464) and became
an agenda. Within the framework of this scope, lynch culture can be defined as patterns of violence and action
(Bora, 2016: 9) that are massively accepted but not legally and legitimately evaluated.

Within this perspective, it is possible to define lynch culture as the creation of a unity of various mass
perceptions without judgement and without question. At the same time, it would not be wrong to say that lynch
culture actually emerges out of hatred, grudge and me-know-it-ism. It is necessary to say that all this perception
of lynch culture is actually a movement of othering and bringing oneself to the forefront.

3.1. The Role of Lynching in Social Media and Its Evaluation Within the Scope of Symbolic
Interaction Theory

In addition to the emergence stories of the concepts of lynching and lynch culture and their position in the
cultural structure, another issue that needs to be considered is the reflections of the terms lynching and lynch
culture on today's social life. Therefore, it should be underlined that in today's social structure, as a result of the
digitalised world and changing scopes, the consciousness has changed its shape to a certain extent. For example,
with the rise of social media and the increase in the number of users, the way lynching is practised has changed.
In the light of these changes, with the anonymous structure of social media, anonymous people hiding behind the
shadows of a group or community (Bora, 2016 as quoted in Tiirk, 2017: 464- 465) were able to easily participate
in acts of condemnation and lynching that they deemed risk-free for themselves. One of the main reasons for this
easy participation process can be explained as the fact that people who can access social media can present their
grudges and hostility in an uncontrolled structure with the content they produce through their anonymous or fake
accounts regardless of right or wrong (Algiil and Akpinar, 2022: 296- 297).
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If it is necessary to take a general look at the aims of lynching activism produced through social media, it
will be necessary to get support from symbolic interaction theory at this point. For according to the symbolic
interaction theory, people are compatible with the environment they live in both perceptually and intellectually
and in fact tend to resemble their own small environment (Algiil and Akpinar, 2022: 296). In this respect, within
the scope of the symbolic interaction theory, which is based on Max Weber, it is necessary to say that the situations
of people at the moments of events are effective in the formation of the person's thoughts at that moment (Macionis,
2012 as quoted in Tatar, 2018: 1421). In this regard, it is not impossible to evaluate that the main reason why
lynching campaigns carried out on social media are carried out by people who are at the centre of the incident in
the first place or by completely anonymous people is to create mass support and to try to gather support from their
own small circles.

For this particular reason, in terms of symbolic interaction theory, it is possible to say that the basis of the
lynching activities carried out on social media is to gather support and that the perpetrators of the lynching aim to
gain the support of their own environment.

4. Historical Adventure of Animal Rights: Development of Animal Rights in the World and
Tiirkiye

The issue of animal rights is a process that has been discussed for many years and is becoming more and
more important every day, as well as being very important for a clearer understanding of animal rights. Yet, in
order to understand animal rights, it is first necessary to look at the historical adventure of animal rights. The
processes between humans and animals go back thousands of years (Yesilkayali and Ofluoglu, 2018: 1876). In
fact, according to the beliefs in ancient cults, animals are a kind of spiritual, spiritual companions, and in some
beliefs, various animals are conveyed with divine expressions (Serpell, 1996: 183). In this respect, it can be thought
that the relationship between animals and humans has actually been a continuity since ancient times and that people
have attributed different tasks to some animals in various belief processes. Although, humans have developed
various rules in order to maintain a certain order within human unions in order to sustain their lives since the day
they came into existence (Yasar and Yerlikaya, 2004: 39), it can be said that the rules they have established are
human-based and that a universal structure covering other living things within the framework of these rules cannot
be established (Yasar and Yerlikaya, 2004: 39). For this rationale, within the scope of the study, information on the
historical processes of animal rights and how they have developed in the world and more specifically in Tiirkiye
are emphasised separately.

There have been many developments in the world regarding animal rights. Many of these developments
appear as issues that serve as a very serious source in the historical adventure and have been discussed from ancient
times to the present day. As quoted by Dinger and Mentes, it is stated that there are fundamental differences
between human and animal species within the scope of various religious beliefs and the influence of Greek
philosophers (Dinger and Mentes, 1994 as quoted in Yasar and Yerlikaya, 2004: 40). From this point of view, it is
possible to say that the debates on the relationship between human beings and animals in the world have existed
since the time of Greek philosophers. But this period is quite old and the relationship between humans and animals
is based on medical grounds (Zutphen, 2001: 2). At the meantime, the book known as the "Corpus Hippocraticum",
which appeared in the 400s BC and which contains some of the first information on the use of animals in medicine,
contains some information on how animals can be used for humans (Zutphen, 2001: 2). In this sense, it can be said
that the first relations between humans and animals were a relationship of interest.

Within the frame of the human-based interest relationship between animals and humans and the relationship
based on medical experiments, the idea that animals do not have souls, emotions and do not suffer, which was put
forward by the French philosopher René in the late 16th century, was among the most popular views of the period
(Zutphen, 2001: 2). Only towards the end of the 18th century, Jeremy Bentham's "Introduction to the Principles of
Morals and Legislation" rejected the views supported by René (Zutphen, 2001: 2-3) and argued that, in terms of
world history, animals were also capable of suffering (patocentrist) beings. But those who were already on the
opposite side of this view opposed this view supported by Bentham, leading to a mutual debate (Finn and Stark,
2015: 13). Following this difference of opinion, a reaction against animal experiments grew in Victorian England
in the 19th century, and this reaction led to the emergence of activism in France (Zutphen, 2001: 3). In the wake
of these activist movements, the "Cruelty to Animals Act" came into force between 1875 and 1876 with the
pioneering of the British (England) Royal Commission, and one of the first steps was taken in relation to animal
rights, and the requirement to obtain approval and permission from the competent authority for any animal cruelty
procedure was introduced (Finn and Stark, 2015: 13). In this case, one of the first regulations made by humans for
animals was realised and one of the foundations of animal rights was laid.

The "Cruelty to Animals Act" enacted by the United Kingdom (England) has made a name for itself by
taking its place in world history as the first and for a long time the only law protecting animals used for scientific
purposes. Over the following years, however, other countries have started to make some changes in animal rights
(Greeve, et al. 2001: 11). The first of these changes was achieved in 1985 when the "Animal Welfare Act", which
is among the federal laws of the United States of America, was substantially amended as the "Improved Standard
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for the Laboratory Animals Act" (Greeve, et al. 2001: 11). In addition, with some amendments made to the "Animal
Welfare Act" in 1990, it became a law covering horses and farms (Greeve, et al. 2001: 11). During the 20th century,
thanks to these developments in animal rights, the relationship between humans and animals has gained a different
dimension (De Ruyver, 2021:13-14). In this connection, many countries have started to make regulations on animal
rights and many countries continue to make regulations on animal rights today.

Tiirkiye is a country that has made frequent breakthroughs in recent years in the field of animal rights and
has been on the agenda with many regulations, especially in the recent period. This does not mean, however, that
Tiirkiye has only recently started to legislate on animals. According to Isin's quotation from Akgiindiiz, in the
document titled Kanunname-i Thtisab-i Istanbul el-Mahriise from the reign of Bayezid II, overloading animals such
as horses, mules and donkeys was prohibited (Akgiindiiz, 1990 as quoted in Isin, 2008: 1).

Notwithstanding, the first regulations on animal rights in today's sense were made in 1912, before the
establishment of the Republic of Tiirkiye. This regulation led to one of the most important steps in the Turkish
history of animal rights and an animal protection association named "Istanbul Himaye-i Hayvanat Cemiyeti"
started to operate as a first in Turkish history (Ozkul, et al. 2013: 366). The association, which had to suspend its
activities with the outbreak of the First World War, was founded in 1923 after a break of 11 years (Melikoglu,
2009: 41). On the other hand, it was 1924 when the association officially started its activities under the name of
"Turkish Society for the Protection of Animals" (Ozkul, et al. 2013: 366). Thus, one of the first steps was taken
for the protection of animals in Tiirkiye.

In the subsequent years, according to Anon (2004a-b as quoted in Yasar and Yerlikaya, 2004: 43), "In
Ankara, under the leadership of Celal Bayar, the Association for the Protection of Animals (Hayvanlar1 Koruma
Dernegi) (1955), in Istanbul, the Association for the Protection of Natural Life (Dogal Hayati Koruma Dernegi)
(1975), the Association for the Protection of the Rights to Life of Animals (Hayvanlarin Yagsam Haklarini Koruma
Dernegi) (1988), the Foundation for the Protection of Natural Life (Dogal Hayati Koruma Vakfi) (1996), the
Association of Lovers of Nature and Animals (Dogay1 ve Hayvanlar1 Sevenler Dernegi), the Environment and
Street Animals Association (Cevre ve Sokak Hayvanlar1 Dernegi) (2003), and associations under similar names
were established in centres such as Adana, Antalya, Eskisehir, [zmir, Konya, Kiitahya, Mersin, Mugla, Bodrum,
Cesme, Kusadas1". With the establishment of these associations and various decisions taken for the protection of
stray animals, the first comprehensive law on the protection of stray animals was enacted in 2004 (Ozkul, et al.
2013: 366). In the years that followed, animal rights became even more important in our country with the
enactment of various laws. In 2011, a decision was taken to further develop the law on animal rights and it was
submitted to the parliament (Satil, 2021). Animal rights activists, who thought that this decision was incomplete,
met with the then Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan at Dolmabahge Palace and exchanged views on making
the necessary arrangements (Satil, 2021).

Various amendments have been made within the scope of the Animal Protection Law (Hayvanlar1 Koruma
Kanunu) No. 5199 dated 24 June 2004, thanks to the amendments made in the title of the "LAW ON
AMENDMENTS TO THE LAW ON THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS AND THE TURKISH CRIME LAW
(HAYVANLARI KORUMA KANUNU ILE TURK CEZA KANUNUNDA DEGISIKLIK YAPILMASINA DAIR
KANUN)" with Law No. 7332, which was published in the Official Gazette (TC. Resmi Gazete) dated 14 July
2021 and declared to have been adopted on 9 July 2021, and in the light of these amendments, the rights of animals
have been expanded within the scope of legal legislation by considering animals as living beings, not as property.
In this manner, various rights have been granted to animals and many negative situations that can be applied to
animals have been defined by the relevant articles of the Turkish Criminal Law (Tiirk Ceza Hukuku) (Official
Gazette of the Presidency of the Republic of Tiirkiye (T.C Cumhurbaskanligt Resmi Gazete), 2021). As a result of
this definition and legal regulation, the Republic of Tiirkiye has clearly demonstrated the importance it attaches to
animal rights.

4. Research
4.1. Aim of the Research

“Digital Activism and Lynch Culture: A Review on Animal Rights Within The Frame of Save Ralph” this
thesis study aims to re-present a problem that exists not only in our country but also all over the world in an
academic environment. For this simple reason, it can be clearly stated that the aim of this research is to make a
social criticism, to create a humanitarian awareness and to be a voice for animals, which are often ignored. In this
respect, with this master's thesis, it is aimed to find out what kind of opinions people have about animals, which
tend to be ignored from time to time in the agenda of our country, and what kind of thoughts they have about
animals and animal rights.

4.2. Problem of the Research

The main problem of this study is to emphasise the inequality of rights caused by the inadequacy of various
studies on animal rights and the negativities caused by the fact that animal rights have always been put to the
background in the historical process. For this aforesaid reason, what is considered as a problem within the scope
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of this study can be explained as the inadequacy of people's support for animals and the lack of sufficient coverage
of animal rights on the basis of academic communication.

4.3. Methodology of the Research

In order for the research to be shaped on a more solid basis and for the data obtained to be considered more
inclusive, more framework and more scientific, two main methods were used throughout the study. These methods
can be listed as semiotic analysis and content analysis methods respectively.

Semiotic analysis, which is the first method used in the last part of the research, is a research method used
to analyse the meanings of visuals, things to be shown or messages in general (Akpinar, 2021: 34). In addition,
another expression that can be used to define the semiotic analysis method is the analysis of many hidden or
concealed indicators (Biiyiikparmaksiz and Ermis, 2022: 43).

Another method used in the research is the content analysis method. Content analysis method is a research
method used to explain the data obtained during the research process (Yildirim and Simsek, 2013 as quoted in Kir
Elitas and Akyol, 2022: 520). In parallel, content analysis can also be expressed as the reduction of many word
and category groups obtained to more understandable numerical data (Altunisik et al., 2012 as quoted in Zafer
Kavacik et al., 2022: 510). For this reason, content analysis is actually a quantitative research method.

It can be clearly stated that the main reason for using these two methods in the interpretation phase of the
research findings is that the study provides qualitative and quantitative analyses together in order to be more
inclusive and to receive greater contributions and acceptance within the scientific and academic community.

4.4. Research Assumptions and Hypotheses

Research assumptions are generally a concept that emerges with certain assumptions, regardless of whether
they are true or false, when research is started to be carried out without the aim of verification or falsification.
Therefore, the assumptions of this study are generally based on the assumption that animal rights will not be very
important to people, but within the framework of digital activism and lynch culture, the Save Ralph short film has
a positive effect on people and people have a more activist attitude towards animal rights. In this context, the
research assumption can be defined as the constructs that are not actually measured in the study, but only
established by the researcher in his/her own mind within the framework of certain views before starting the study.

In conclusion, when the hypotheses of the study are analysed, three main hypotheses are considered as a
result of the situations arising from the assumptions. However, these hypotheses are considered as some
propositions accepted in parallel with the assumptions.

Hypothesis 1: Save Ralph short film has a positive effect on animal rights.

Hypothesis 2: In the production of cosmetic products, animal experiments are carried out and animal
suffering is not desired.

Hypothesis 3: It is known that lynch culture has sanctioning power in the social structure.
4.5. Population and Sample of the Study

As the universe of this research, all social media posts in which animal rights are addressed from the
perspective of digital activism and lynch culture are accepted. While this population is sufficient for shaping one
of the basic structures of the research, it serves as a very serious source for obtaining and interpreting the research
data. For this specific reason, in order to conduct content analysis, the sample of the study was limited to 250 posts
containing the hashtags #saveralph and/or #hayvanhaklar1 on Twitter within a 22-day period between 29.03.2021
and 19.04.2021. The main reason for using these two hashtags is that they show a certain compatibility with each
of the three main themes of digital activism, lynch culture and animal rights, which are the three main themes
covered in this thesis. Due to this compatibility, these two hashtags were included in the sampling within the
research.

For the semiotic analysis, which is another method used in the study, the Save Ralph short film, which was
translated with Turkish subtitles on YouTube, was included in the sample and the study could be limited without
being detached from the universe.

4.6. Findings of the Study and Evaluation of the Findings
In this section titled "Findings of the study and evaluation of the findings", the research findings of the study

are evaluated by giving place to the semiotic analysis and content analyses that constitute the research part of the
study.

4.6.1. Save Ralph Short Film and Animal Experiments

The Save Ralph short film was released on 6 April 2021 by an organisation called Humane Society
International (Wikipedia, 2021). The Save Ralph short film has a structure that reveals the daily life of a rabbit

named Ralph in terms of subject matter and aims to explain the difficulties and negativities experienced by Ralph
and his friends, who are actually experimental animals, when they are exposed to various animal experiments,



Mustafa Even Akpinar/Usak Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 16-2 (2023) 1-30

especially dermatological tests (Milliyet, 2021). In this respect, in this study, semiotic analysis and content analysis
methods were used in this study on Save Ralph and animal rights.

4.6.2. Semiotic analysis of the short film Save Ralph

In the short film Save Ralph, the difficulties experienced by experimental animals and the pain they
experience during experiments were tried to be mentioned.

Figure 1: Ralph Introduces Himself (URL-1)
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o
As you can see, I'm a rabbit.
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As the Save Ralph short film starts, the first thing we see is Ralph and after Ralph says "My name is Ralph",
he introduces himself as seen in the figure above. When we look at the background, we see a warm background
where brown and its tones are predominant. Although this background creates a warm image at first glance, in
fact, when the various tools inside are examined, it is seen that the house is actually a very old house. This gives
the impression that Ralph lived in an earlier period. At the same time, the pinkish structure around his eye and the
fact that his ear appears bent refers to the moments when Ralph lived as an experimental animal.

Figure 2: Ralph Describes What the Experiments Did to Him (URL-1)
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My right eye is blind and this ear does not hear, it only
rings. \ x
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As Ralph continues to introduce himself, he also mentions some of his health problems, as seen above.
Ralph says that he is blind in one eye and that one of his ears no longer hears enough, but only rings, and in fact
he is again referring to the permanent and cruel conditions left by animal experiments on animals. In this way, he
not only makes himself known, but also hopes that his suffering or health problems will be understood by others.
In the video, he also gives an example of how his ears ring. Ralph, who expresses how disturbing this situation is
in the example he gives, secretly expresses that he hopes that the viewers will understand the problem he is
experiencing by saying "Yes, it's annoying, isn't it?" to those who watch the video.
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Figure 3: Ralph Tells What Happened to Him During the Experiments (URL-1)
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My fur was shaved and some chemicals
spilled down my back.

After Ralph introduces himself and mentions some of his health problems, the scene that follows is a scene
in which he brushes his teeth, as seen above. In this scene, Ralph talks about some of the procedures applied to
him during the experiments. In adding to the mention of these procedures, when the background is analysed, there
are some indications that Ralph used to have a family. For example, the trophy in front of the mirror reads "World's
Best Dad" and inside the trophy there are several toothbrushes. This is one of the clearest indicators that Ralph is
a family man and has a wife and children. But the fact that none of Ralph's family members were seen in the video
led to the conclusion that Ralph's family no longer existed.

Figure 4: Referring to Human Claim on Animals (URL-1)

They are superior to us animals. They've even been
to the moon.

In this scene, which appears after the tooth brushing scene, Ralph talks about animal experiments and
expresses that it hurts after some procedures performed as a result of these experiments Ralph expresses that the
troubles he experiences in this scene are for humanity and that this should not be a problem, and that people are
superior to them, as it is written in the figure above. However, when Ralph's facial expression and movements are
analysed, it is observed that he actually thinks that this view is not entirely correct. In this respect, it is realised
that the words Ralph expresses in this scene contain hidden criticisms when viewed as a whole.
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Figure 5: Ralph Expresses Sadness (URL-1)

I'm an experimental rabbit.

The first scene that appears after the scenes in the bathroom is the scene where Ralph has breakfast. At the
beginning of this scene, Ralph, referring to the previous scene, says that he is not a space rabbit, but an experiment
rabbit, mentioning that people have even gone to the moon and there has never been a rabbit going into space.
When the situation he is in while saying these words is analysed, it can be clearly seen that he is actually unhappy
and sad. The reason for this sadness becomes much more obvious in the next frame.

Figure 6: Ralph Talks About His Family (URL-1

{

... they were all guinea pigs, and they all
died doing their job.

In the continuation of the scene in which Ralph states that he is a guinea pig, he mentions that his father,
mother, siblings and children are all guinea pigs. In this respect, the assumption that the toothbrushes in the mug
we see in the toothbrushing scene are the belongings of the family is justified. At the same time, it is a logical
inference to think that they all died while doing their job, that is, while being used in experiments, and that Ralph
no longer has anyone from his family. Because in the continuation of Ralph's words, Ralph's statement that

everyone in his family was an experimental rabbit and that they all died while doing their job proves the accuracy
of this inference.
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Figure 7: Ralph Expresses His Fear (URL-1)
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Like I'm gonna die.

In the continuation of the breakfast scene, Ralph states that everyone in his family died while doing their
work, and he mentions that he will die during these experiments as well as his family. In this regard, Ralph's fear
of experiments and his acceptance of death are revealed in a very impressive way. At the exact same time, when
the condition of his eye and ear is analysed in the figure above, it is an acceptable idea that the death he expected
for Ralph was quite painful and that he suffered very intense pain during his acceptance of death.

Figure 8: Ralph Crying (URL-1)

When the figure above is analysed, it is seen that Ralph experiences an intense breakdown throughout the
whole scene as he talks about the loss of his family, thinks about the pain he has suffered, expresses his acceptance
of his own death, and tears come from his eyes with this breakdown. It can be stated that this tear is one of the
most striking points of the documentary and one of the scenes that best reflects Ralph's mental collapse. Indeed,
both the narration of the pains and losses he has experienced and the fact that he is now desperately waiting for his
death have been very effective in conveying the pain to the audience by revealing the destructive effect of Ralph's
mental balance and sadness.
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Figure 9: Ralph Being Experimented (URL-1)

When Figure 9 is analysed, it is seen that in addition to Ralph's destruction in the previous scenes, his house
and life are also destroyed by the intervention of others. Cos Ralph, who was having his breakfast and chatting,
was suddenly forcibly pulled out of his place by a hand that pierced his ceiling against his will and was taken out
of his own space, which could perhaps be considered relatively safe. This, in fact, is one of the indicators that
experimental animals are forcibly taken away from their own safe areas just for experiments to be carried out. At
the same lime, Ralph is grabbed by the head and pulled quite hard, which is basically a reference to the bullying
experienced by experimental animals.

Figure 10: Ralph is Putting in the Laboratory (URL-1)

There is a scene in which Ralph, who is forcibly detained by a hand piercing the ceiling while having his
breakfast in his house, is locked by the same hand in a transparent plastic cage or a cage similar to a guillotine in
terms of appearance. In this scene, the fact that Ralph is locked in the cage without being able to do anything or
even struggling can be evaluated as a reflection of acceptance or helplessness in general. In this aspect, it is possible
to think that Ralph went to that laboratory knowing that he could die every day he was taken there and that he was
aware that the possibility of dying was increasing day by day.

11
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Figure 11: Ralph Talks to His Friends (URL-1)

Can you ask them to get us out of here?

Ralph, who is forcibly taken to the laboratory by a hand and put in a transparent cage, is seen with his friends
in the next scene. Seeing Ralph and the camera, the other experimental rabbits hope that Ralph and the cameraman
can get them out of there. This is quite easy to understand from the discourse in the figure above. That is because
Ralph's friends, thinking that they see a light that can save them from there, ask for help by saying "Can you ask
them to get us out of here?" without any doubt. Moreover, it can be seen that other rabbits, like Ralph, are in
transparent guillotine-like cages, so that each of them has to be there against their will. In this point of view, as can
be seen in the figure, it can be clearly stated that experimental animals are freedom-seeking creatures.

Figure 12: Ralph's Friends Don't Want to Die (URL-1)

I don't wanna die, man!

Ralph and his friends, also seen in the previous scene, express that they have only one wish in this scene.
This desire, as seen above, is not to die. What is noticed at this point is that unlike Ralph's acceptance of death in
the previous scenes, these experimental rabbits are not yet ready for death. The reason for this is revealed when
the figure is analysed a little. In the figure above, there is no visible health problem in the other experimental
rabbits other than Ralph, and this shows that the other rabbits are actually newer experimental animals or, in other
words, experimental rabbits compared to Ralph. This reveals the main reason why, unlike Ralph, they still cannot
accept death. Ralph has been suffering for longer than the others and has now fallen into despair and has naturally
lost the will to struggle and is experiencing learned helplessness.
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Figure 13: Ralph being used in the experiment (URL-1)

After his friends' desire to survive and not want to die, the scene we encounter is the scene where Ralph is
experimented on. In this scene, an unidentified liquid is injected into Ralph's eye with a syringe. In addition to the
fear on Ralph's face, his friends are heard saying "Don't touch him!". This can be accepted as an indication that
Ralph is a rabbit loved by his friends and that his friends do not want Ralph to suffer more. At the same time, in
this scene, it is felt that with each experiment, the rabbit comes closer to death and has to endure more pain.

Figure 14: Ralph Suffers (URL-1)
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Well, I'll close, then.

Ralph, who was experimented on in the previous scene, appears to be out of the experiment in this scene.
Ralph, who is wearing a neck brace compared to his previous state and is seen with serious injuries and
deformations on his arm and back, tries to appear in front of the camera to close the documentary. However, Ralph,
who loses his orientation after his experiments, tries to speak with his back to the camera in the rest of this scene.
Nevertheless, with the warning of the cameraman, Ralph turns his face towards the camera and it can be observed
that his sense of direction is impaired as well as his eyesight. At the same time, with this scene, it is clearly shown
what a rabbit that comes out of the experiment can become.
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Figure 15: Ralph Closing the Documentary (URL-1)
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In the figure above, which is one of the last scenes of this short film that presents a cross-section of Ralph's
life, Ralph is seen with two injured eyes, a neck brace around his neck and a bent ear. When the figure is analysed,
Ralph, seen at the beginning of the video, appears in a much worse form. The fact that their wounds at the beginning
of the video increased so much at the end of the video summarises very well the difficulties faced by the
experimental animals and what they sacrificed. In addition, it would not be wrong to think that the names written
on the cabinets on the right side of the figure, which look like dressing cabinets, are other experimental animals
such as Ralph, and that the crossed out names are animals that died during the experiments.

Figure 16: Giving the Main Message of the Video (URL-1)

No animal should suffer and die in the name of beauty.
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Guzellik ugruna hicbir hayvan aci cekip 6lmemelidir.

In the figure above, which can be considered as the last scene of the video, we are left with only an area
similar to the green and white-dominated dressing room where Ralph has just been. Above this empty space, there
is a text that can be considered as the main message of the video. This text is "No animal should suffer and die in
the name of beauty." When this text and the background are examined, there is actually an empty room with the
names of dozens of experimental animals who died for the sake of beauty and a short text commemorating many
animals sacrificed for the sake of beauty, and the video ends. In this way, a content that is left to people's conscience
and encourages people to think is encountered.

4.6.3. Content Analysis on Save Ralph and Animal Rights

In order to examine the tweets about Save Ralph and animal rights on Twitter in detail, account opening
dates, total number of tweets, number of followers, number of followed, dates of tweets, compatibility of tweets
with hashtags, supportive of animal rights, distribution of emphasised words, A total of 17 criteria such as the
distribution of photographs in tweets, the compatibility of visuals and content, the distribution of videos in tweets,
the compatibility of video and content, the number of likes, retweets and comments, the compatibility of hashtags
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with the subject matter and the distribution of tweets according to the hashtags they contain were evaluated and
analysed.

Figure 17: Percentage Distribution of Account Opening Dates

Percentage Distribution of Account Opening Dates
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The first striking point in the content analysis on Save Ralph and animal rights is the account opening dates.
Because, as can be seen when the figure above is analysed, it is seen that a significant 81.6% of the accounts
tweeting about Save Ralph and animal rights opened their accounts between 2017 and 2021. This is one of the
clearest indicators that the accounts tweeting on the subject are mostly accounts that have joined Twitter in the last
4 years and that Twitter has become a more popular medium in the last 4 years. As can be seen in the figure above,
when the accounts that joined Twitter in a period of 9 or 10 years other than the last 4 years are analysed within
the sample, they constitute only 18.4%, which is a significant difference with the number of accounts opened in
the last 4 years. In this case, it can be said that Twitter has become a more popular medium between 2017 and
2021.

Figure 18: Percentage Distribution of Total Number of Tweets

Percentage Distribution of Total Number of Tweets
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When the general tweeting rates of accounts tweeting about Save Ralph and animal rights are analysed, 6
basic groups can be obtained as seen above. Among these six basic groups, the accounts with the highest percentage
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value are those that tweet between 0-100 tweets in total. When these calculations are analysed within the sample,
a rate of 29.2% is obtained. According to this ratio, the clearest inference that can be drawn is that the accounts
that tweet about the issue are predominantly newly opened accounts. For, when viewed within the framework of
basic logic, it is one of the most logical thoughts that accounts that tweet between 0-100 tweets in total are accounts
that have been opened recently and therefore may have tweeted much less than others. In addition, considering the
total number of tweets of the accounts, it is estimated that the accounts that tweet between 10,001-110,000 tweets,
which have the third highest rate with 16.8%, are older accounts compared to other accounts and therefore their
total number of tweets is much higher than the total number of tweets in other groups.

Figure 19: Percentage Distribution of the Number of Followers

Percentage Distribution of the Number of Followers

0-50 Followers

u| 51-150 Followers

151-350 Followers

«| 351-1000 Followers

" 1001-4000 Followers

" 4001-800.000 Followers

After account opening dates and total number of tweets, one of the most important evaluation criteria is the
number of followers. This is because the number of followers is generally an important number that shows how
long an account has been active and how long it can appeal to the masses. For this reason, when the figure above
is analysed, the distribution of the percentage values of the number of followers is important in estimating the
impact values of the tweets within the scope of the study. In addition, each follower count value is valuable in
measuring different criteria. For example, when the graph above is analysed within the sample, the value of 33.6%
with the number of followers between 0-50 stands out as a value equal to almost one third of the sample. At the
same time, one third of the accounts tweeting about Save Ralph and animal rights have a low target audience.
However, the fact that the groups with 1001 to 800,000 followers, which constitute 18% of the sample, are very
effective accounts in reaching the target audience and that their tweets reach thousands of people can have a serious
impact on the dissemination of the issue, creating a greater impact than the lowest follower number value of 33.6%.
In this case, in percentage terms, the values of the groups totalling 18% are massively larger.
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Figure 20: Percentage Distribution of the Number of Followed
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After the number of followers, the percentage distribution of the number of followers is one of the most
important values in terms of the study. As the number of followers is important in terms of affecting the target
audience reached by the tweets, the number of followers indicates the accounts that the accounts interact with
regarding the issues they are interested in. In this respect, the number of actually followed is a very important
number for each account. In particular, it is a great opportunity for accounts to interact with the right accounts and
for accounts that can be considered popular in a field to be seen and accessible by other people who are interested
in that field in order to follow extremely critical agendas. For instance, to make a brief explanation within the
scope of the subject of the study, people who follow accounts related to animal rights can access issues related to
that field much more easily and quickly. In this case, it can naturally be stated that the number of followers is an
issue that affects the accounts. From this point of view, it would not be wrong to state that accounts with 0-50
followers (26.8%) within the scope of the sample can access slower and less information about current issues
compared to other accounts thanks to their followers. However, it is an acceptable opinion to say that accounts
with 5001- 12,500 followers, which have the lowest share with a value of 2% in the sample, can access quite
complex data on the issues they are interested in, since there will be too many accounts they follow, and this will
actually negatively affect those people's ability to follow the agenda.

Figure 21: Distribution of Tweet Dates over the Sample
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Tweet dates are one of the most important points in terms of research. Indeed, the release date of the short
film Save Ralph, which constitutes the main theme of this thesis, is 6 April. Likewise, animal rights, which
constitute another main theme of the study, point to a process that dates back as far as humanity. In this respect,
the figure above provides us with very important data. This data is the dates of the 250 tweets analysed within the
sample. Among the 250 tweets included in the sampling during the thesis study, only one tweet dating back to
before the release date of Save Ralph was encountered. This tweet is a tweet sent on 30 March 2021. The tweets
excluded from this and included in the sample consist of tweets posted in April 2021. These tweets correspond to
the interval in which 249 of the 250 tweets analysed were sent. There are various explanations for this interval. At
the beginning of these explanations, there are two main issues that were on the agenda in the date range included
in the sample. One of these issues is the expected animal rights law in Turkey and the other issue is the Save Ralph
short film, which has influenced the whole world and has been watched by millions of people. Among these two
main topics, the agendas included in the sample of the study are mainly those related to Save Ralph. In this sense,
when the figures in the rest of the study are analysed, it will be observed that the data collected are generally Save
Ralph-centred, but animal rights are also frequently included.

Figure 22: Distribution of Compatibility of Tweets with Hashtags
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The tweets analysed within the sample were generally evaluated according to whether they were compatible
with the hashtags. The reason for this is to ensure that the research is evaluated correctly within the scope of data
collection processes. In order for the data in the thesis study to provide the most accurate findings on the subject,
it is necessary to check whether the tweets and hashtags are compatible. For this purpose, as can be seen in the
figure above, this was another issue analysed in the content analysis part of the thesis study. According to the graph
above, 238 of the tweets were compatible with the hashtags used, while 10 were partially compatible and 2 were
categorised as incompatible. The main purpose of this evaluation is to facilitate the identification of the purpose
of the tweets. In order to better understand this situation, it is necessary to make a general explanation. In social
media platforms such as Twitter, which are used by millions of people every day, there are times when the theory
of symbolic interaction and the urge to be popular dominate. In these times, users sometimes try to stand out by
using tweet-independent or semi-independent hashtags, sometimes just because everyone is talking about that
topic, and sometimes to get more interaction and visibility through what they write. This may naturally cause
tweets on any subject to not be directly related to that subject. For this rationale, the compatibility of the tweets
and the hashtags used is very important in the data collection process. In the context of this, as can be seen in the
figure above, there are 2 incompatible and 10 partially compatible hashtags among the tweets analysed within the
scope of the research. Looking at these numbers, it can be said that in general terms, users pay attention to the use
of hashtags while tweeting and pay attention to the compatibility of the tweet and hashtags, while sometimes, as
mentioned above, there are cases where hashtags are used in a semi-compatible or incompatible manner just for
popularity or visibility.
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Figure 23: Percentage of Supportiveness of Tweets on Animal Rights
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Animal rights, which is one of the main points of the study, is one of the main issues addressed in this study.
For this respect, whether the tweets analysed within the sample are supportive of animal rights or not is a very
important source for the data that the research aims to reach. Therefore, while collecting research data, collecting
information such as whether the tweets are supportive of animal rights is one of the preferred criteria to achieve
the purpose of the study. From this perspective, the importance of the graph above has increased much more. This
is because, among the tweets analysed within the sample, no tweet that was not supportive of animal rights was
encountered. Yet, 4.8% of tweets cannot be called fully supportive, but it cannot be said that they are not supportive
either. This means that with the release of the short film Save Ralph, a more understandable positive effect on
people about animal rights has been experienced, and thanks to this effect, it can be said that the tweets tweeted
with the relevant hashtags in the date range within the sample are generally respectful, understanding and
supportive of animal rights. This discourse can be interpreted as one of the clearest statements that the short film
Save Ralph had a positive impact on society.

Figure 24: Percentage Distribution of the Philosophical Approaches of the Emphasised Words on Animal
Rights
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In the context of the subject of the research, the words emphasised in the tweets can basically be analysed
under 5 categories. Integrating the tweets evaluated within the sample with various approaches is considered to be
a very effective method in order to increase the scientific value of the study. Also, when the figure above is
analysed, the evaluation of the data obtained on three main bases in general increases the importance of the
concepts. In particular, the distribution of tweets based on anthropocentrism and biocentrism approaches with
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33.2% provides important information about people's view on animal rights. The most important ones among this
information are anthropocentrism (human-centred) and biocentrism (live-centred) approaches in general. While
one of these approaches exhibits a human-centred attitude towards animal rights, the other approach exhibits a
more animal-centred attitude and actually explains the general approaches to animal rights. However, in addition
to these two approaches, the patocentrism (pain-centred) approach with a value of 29.2% also has a very effective
social structure. When the figure above is analysed, a difference of 3% or 4% is observed between
anthropocentrism and biocentrism approaches and patocentrism approach. In this case, it can be considered as an
indication that people have adopted a pain-centred approach to animal rights to a great extent. From this
perspective, one of the hypotheses, "Hypothesis 2: Animal suffering is not desired by performing animal
experiments in the production of cosmetic products." hypothesis is supported.

Figure 25: Use of Images in Tweets
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Whether or not visuals are used in the tweets provides an important data source for the study. Cos, tweets
supported with visuals are more remarkable and many people It is a known fact that it is frequently preferred by.
For this specific reason, it would not be wrong to say that the effectiveness rate of tweets using visuals is higher.
Analysing the tweets posted within the sample, however, reveals data as shown in the figure above. According to
this data, visual support was used in only 88 of the 250 tweets analysed. In contrast, visuals were not used in 162
tweets. When this situation was analysed in general terms, it was observed that the tweets were predominantly
tweeted without using visuals and the people who tweeted on the subject expressed their opinions only by writing
tweets. But considering that visual support is an undeniable requirement for attracting attention and attracting
attention on a subject, the fact that tweets without visuals are predominant in the sample is also considered as a
disadvantage in terms of effectiveness. In this case, it can actually be considered as a partial failure that
overshadows the purpose of tweets such as making a noise or creating an agenda.
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Figure 26: Percentage of Compatibility between Images and Content
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The fact that the visuals used in the tweets are related to the subject has a structure that increases the effect
of the tweet in general. On the other hand, it is also a reality that it is not always paid attention to whether the
tweets and visuals are compatible. When viewed from the framework of symbolic interaction theory, people are
influenced by their environment and when a topic is popular or on the agenda, they feel the need to talk about that
topic for various reasons. But this desire to talk may sometimes include topics outside the person's knowledge. For
example, on the basis of the subject of the study, people who do not have information about animal rights or who
have heard about the Save Ralph short film but have not watched it may want to say something for their own
reasons when these issues are popular, and people who are not fully informed about the subject tweet about Save
Ralph or animal rights and include various images with their pets. Yet, such tweets, which are not directly related
to both topics analysed within the scope of the study, constitute 3.4% of the total number of tweets, indicating that
tweets were sent even though they were not directly related to the topic. For this purpose, while collecting the
research data, similar to the example above, all tweets were categorised as partial, and all images that did not have
a primary connection with the tweet were included in this category. On the other hand, 96.6% of the tweeted tweet
and the image are compatible, which is a very striking value. In fact, images that are compatible with the content,
which has a very high value of 96.6%, can be accepted as a serious indicator that Twitter users who use images
within the sample are at a serious point of awareness.

Figure 27: Use of Video in Tweets
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The use of video in any content makes that content look more vivid and more interesting. For this and for
this reason, when a sharing is made on any subject, supporting it with a video is one of the most important methods
for collecting interest. Likewise, it has been observed with the findings of various studies that the content supported
by video receives more interaction than other content, and that it is very effective in raising awareness when the
example of Save Ralph is taken into consideration. For this specific reason, it is recommended to use video support
in tweets and content produced in order to raise awareness, increase interaction, increase the level of attractiveness
and mobilise the senses. When the tweets within the sample are analysed, it is observed that many Twitter users
do not use video support in their tweets, and those who use video support constitute only 40 out of 250 tweets. In
this case, the research data obtained within the scope of the research basically shows that the need to appeal to the
senses is not felt sufficiently among the research data obtained within the scope of the research, and that the tweets
do not prefer to use videos as a mobilising element. The fact that 210 tweets out of 250 tweets did not use video
in any way, and that they did not feel the need to do so can be considered as an indicator that the tweets were not
sufficiently attentive.

Figure 28: Percentage of Compatibility of Videos and Content
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One of the most important points to be considered for a content to be interesting is undoubtedly videos.
While visuals appeal only to the sense of sight, videos appeal to both the sense of sight and hearing. Therefore,
tweets or content using video is one of the best methods that can be used to attract people's attention. But, in order
for a content or a tweet to be remarkable, it is not enough to use only video. Although people show more interest
in video content, they lose interest if the content and video are not compatible enough. Thus, if a person aims to
create awareness, attract attention and attract attention with the content he produces, he should first pay attention
to the use of video. Nevertheless, it is also a very important criterion that the videos used in the content or tweets
produced are compatible with the content or tweet. Otherwise, even if the videos that are not compatible with the
content attract the attention of individuals in the first place, if they cannot establish a connection between the
content and the video, their interest will be greatly reduced and they will show ignoring action. That is why it is
necessary to say that the compatibility of content and videos is very important at the point of increasing
attractiveness. Similarly, when the figure above is analysed, the fact that 2.5% of the tweets examined within the
sample are not compatible with the content has an effect that reduces the level of attractiveness of the videos. In
terms of the partially compatible 5%, it can be stated that the rate of attractiveness will vary according to the
interests of the people watching the video. Considering the video content compatibility of 92.5%, it can be said
that the tweets analysed within the scope of the research are generally tweets with high levels of attractiveness.
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Figure 29: Percentage Distribution of the Number of Likes of Tweets
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The number of likes of any tweet is a factor that determines the popularity of that tweet. For this rationale,
one of the most important procedures to be performed in order to determine the popular percentages of the tweets
within the sample is to categorise these tweets according to their likes. In this respect, the number of likes of each
of the tweets within the sample is also included in the research data to understand how valuable the topic within
the scope of the research is seen by other Twitter users. The number of likes, which is one of the most important
issues that determine the value of each tweet, can be expressed as indicators that show how interested other users
are in the relevant topic or tweet and how interesting that topic or tweet is. In this regard, when the figure above is
analysed, it is seen that a very high rate of 74.4% of the tweets examined within the sample were evaluated only
between 0-5 likes, and for this reason, although the subject is actually interesting, the impact it creates in the
society is revealed. As seen in the figure above, however, tweets with a value of 3.6%, which are categorised
between 101-3500 likes, can clearly be considered among the indicators showing that the issue is important. This
is because, although 74.4% of the tweets received almost no likes, the remaining 25.6% of tweets that received
between 6-3500 likes, in terms of the interaction and recognition they provided, can be said to have led the issue
to be seen and heard by various circles by providing an interaction far above the tweets that have a high majority
and can be considered almost unliked.

Figure 30: Percentage Distribution of the Number of Retweets of Tweets
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Retweeting tweets is a highly important issue. For, each retweet is a very valuable action by another user in
order to communicate to different target audiences that they support the views of other users or to publicise their
views. The main reason for this is that under normal circumstances, tweets posted by an account can be announced
according to the number of followers that account can address, while the target audiences that the tweet can reach
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grow even more thanks to the retweet of that tweet by another user. This allows tweets, which would normally be
publicised according to the number of followers of the account that posted the tweet, to be noticed by other
accounts and to interact with much different target audiences through other accounts. In this way, both the tweet
can show a wider spread and it can be ensured that the tweets that are tweeted for a particular purpose can cause
unexpected effects. In this aspect, the number of retweets is considered as a very serious data source in order to
understand the interaction levels of the tweets analysed within the sample. In an attempt to find out whether the
tweets with a value between 0-5 retweets constitute 94% of the research sample has led to the conclusion that the
tweets do not reach other target audiences other than the users' own followers. In comparison, the fact that the 2%
segment with a value between 101-1400 retweets creates a serious interaction provides a very valuable finding in
order to make the graph more understandable.

Figure 31: Percentage Distribution of Number of Comments on Tweets
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Among the research data, one of the most surprising points was the data on the percentage distribution of
the number of comments on tweets. This is centre of attention because, under normal circumstances, each of the
comments on a tweet can be explained as a set of opinions offered by other people related to that tweet or, in other
words, by other users. By examining the figure above and considering the data obtained, it can be stated that the
values obtained within the scope of the relevant research sample may be surprising. Indeed, the fact that the tweets
that received between 0-10 comments constitute 98.8% of the sample is an indication that many people do not feel
the need to comment on the tweets. The fact that such a large proportion of tweets on Save Ralph and animal rights,
which are considered to be very important in the general tweet stream and have become an important part of the
agenda, received very few comments shows that people do not feel the need to communicate directly with other
people in terms of general perception. As a result of this indicator, it may be thought that there is no social unity
within the scope of the relevant topics of the research. But it should also be examined within the possibilities that
the fact that the number of tweets on the subject is quite high and that these tweets are predominantly supportive
of animal rights, as stated in the figures above, may cause other users to not feel the need to say anything else
about the tweets, and in the future, various focus group studies should be conducted on this subject and elaborated
within the scope of academic studies. In this way, both the findings obtained from the above figures can be made
much more detailed and the interdisciplinary studies on these issues in the academic field can be further increased.
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Figure 32: Percentage of Hashtags' Compatibility with the Subject
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One of the most significant things to be visible on text-based social media channels such as Twitter is
undoubtedly the rate of hashtag usage. The visibility that can be achieved at the right time and with the right
hashtags has a very high value. For that matter, with a public profile with 10 followers, it will be quite easy for
tweets using the right hashtags to reach many more people than 10 people. In accessibility of the tweets made by
using hashtags related to the relevant agenda by other people interested in that subject will also be quite easy. For
which reason, analysing the relevant hashtags in advance before a tweet is sent and using hashtags that are
compatible with the popular agenda at that time will make it easier to reach people who are closely related to that
field. At the meantime, users who tweet will be able to easily convey their wishes if they want to raise awareness
or gain visibility on the relevant issue. In this aspect, when the figure above is analysed, it is seen that the hashtags
used in 86% of the tweets are related to the subject, which actually helps the people who are related to the subject
to become more prominent, and they have been able to display a very effective struggle in order to achieve their
goals and mobilise the masses. In terms of serving the purposes of the tweets analysed within the sample, the
partially compatible value of 13.2% provides a very effective perspective, and thanks to this perspective, it can be
said that the tweets exhibit a considerable stance on animal rights and Save Ralph issues.

Figure 33: Percentage Distribution of Tweets According to the Hashtags They Contain
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As mentioned in Figure 32, it is very important that the hashtags used in a tweet are compatible with the
subject. Thus, it is seen as very important that the hashtags used in a tweet about a subject are compatible with the
tweet. Hence, categorising the tweets examined within the sample determined within the scope of the research into
four main categories is not only very valuable for understanding the importance of hashtag usage, but it is also
possible to easily discover which subject users are more interested in thanks to the hashtags used. The clearest
indicator of this is the use of only the Save Ralph hashtag with a rate of 51.6%. Since, when the figure above is
analysed, it is seen that more than half of the users are generally interested in Save Ralph in their tweets and are
not interested in other hashtags. This can be examined as an indicator that the Save Ralph short film was on the
agenda and popular between the sample dates. Besides the Save Ralph hashtag, the fact that the other most used
hashtag is the animal rights hashtag can probably be explained by the fact that animal experiments, which are
revealed with Save Ralph, are effective on the social structure. It was observed that with the release of the Save
Ralph short film, animal experiments and animal rights became more popular issues and this effect continued on
the determined dates. From this perspective, it can be said that animal rights became more visible with the short
film Save Ralph. Moreover, the fact that animal rights became more important with the Save Ralph short film also
supports one of the hypotheses of the study, "Hypothesis 1: Save Ralph short film had a positive effect on animal
rights."”

5. Conclusions and Suggestions

Emphasising on the concepts of digital activism and lynch culture within the scope of the research, the
situations of these concepts in today's conditions have been mentioned. In order to achieve this, the theoretical
perspective of these concepts as well as their practical perspectives have been scrutinised. In this scrutinising
process, literature sources were frequently examined and the information obtained was blended with the support
of symbolic interaction theory. Thus, each definition or explanation could be evaluated within a more theoretical
structure.

In the following part of the research, by focusing on animal rights in general, the samples preferred in the
study and the methods to be used were matched and efforts were made to create a more efficient process in
scientific terms. Furthermore, within the scope of the study, the historical process and the revolutions experienced
by animal rights both in the world and in Tiirkiye have been mentioned. In this way, it is aimed to achieve a more
developed perspective on animal rights.

In the last part of the study, the foundations of the research are generally explained, assumptions and
hypotheses are explained through the sample and the focus is on moving in a more in-depth direction.
Consequently, both the semiotic analysis of the study and the content analysis have reached a position that supports
the literature and can be a source for new studies.

When the data obtained by using the semiotic analysis method in this academic study were analysed, it was
concluded that the short film Save Ralph is a serious awareness raising study on animal experiments today. With
the release of the Save Ralph short film, millions of people around the world have watched this short film and
learned about the experiments that cosmetic companies apply to animals. Many people who have accessed this
information have fuelled both digital and traditional activism movements internationally. With the sparking of this
fuse, people started to protest against various cosmetic brands and stopped using the products of those brands, and
with the effect of digital activism, each of the companies conducting animal experiments began to be exposed with
various visuals and lists.

Some of these companies, which were protested by the masses both on the streets and in the virtual world,
withdrew various products and some of them preferred to make serious discounts on their products in order to
minimise the damage of this impressive activist movement. This situation was actually a very good example in
understanding the importance of activist movements, especially international activist movements, and supported
the hypothesis "Hypothesis 3: It is known that lynching culture has sanctioning power within the social structure.”
Additionally, especially the fact that thousands or even millions of people protect the rights of animals as a single
voice at the same time, put various action plans into action, and some brands were lynched by the masses showed
that digital activism and lynching culture have a very serious response in the social base and that people who come
together can become a great power and challenge hegemony and capitalist systems. This not only raised awareness
about animal experiments but also achieved an activist victory by causing relevant organisations that experiment
on animals for their own benefit to reconsider their actions.

When the data obtained by using the content analysis method of the research were analysed, it was seen that
there was a certain similarity with the data obtained in semiotic analysis. Unlike the data obtained with the semiotic
analysis method, the data obtained with the content analysis method is more related to the effects of the process
on the digital environment, and therefore, various differences were encountered. One of these differences is the
achievements brought by the digital form of activism. For this reason, it is thought that the data obtained by content
analysis should be handled from a different perspective.
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When the findings obtained through the content analysis method are analysed, it is concluded that social
media is a very powerful field for activist movements. For through digital activism, it is possible to interact directly
with any person anywhere in the world and through this interaction it becomes possible to achieve rapid
organisation. The most obvious indication of this is that people who have a physical presence at quite independent
points can communicate with each other instantly with just a few buttons. From this point of view, the most clear
inference among the findings obtained through the content analysis method is that there is fast communication
independent of physical existence.

As a result of the fact that many people today have access to the Internet, it is necessary to mention that
there is an effective interpersonal interaction. As can be seen in the content analysis, people who are quite
independent from each other can access opinions that differ from their own by using channels such as Twitter. For
this purpose, it was concluded that it was sufficient for other users to show support by retweeting, liking or
commenting on the tweets written by other Twitter users. Equally, it has been observed that users can carry out
digital activism by communicating with other users through hashtags, images or videos, as well as preparing
simultaneous action plans on various issues such as animal rights by using these digital ways.

To this end, it can be stated that each of the findings obtained by using both semiotic analysis and content
analysis method support each other to a certain extent and are similar to each other to a certain extent. It has been
concluded that the only thing necessary for many important issues such as animal rights to come to the agenda and
for this agenda to be put into action is human beings. So, in this respect, it has been concluded that people, or more
accurately, masses, societies, can impose anything they want on the hegemony as long as they are together.

From this perspective, when any issue that disturbs the masses or societies comes to the agenda, it is thought
that people can combat all kinds of problems as a result of their cooperation and blending activism and lynch
culture. It is estimated that there will be no problem that people cannot solve if they stand as one voice and one
breath in the face of all kinds of pressure on societies and every problem that is ignored although it is important,
and it can be suggested that all humanity should remain in unity so that they can fight against all kinds of troubles.

Apart from this, it is thought that issues such as digital activism, lynching culture, animal rights are among
the most important issues of recent years and that much more attention should be paid to these areas in the academic
sense. Due to the fact that these issues, which can be considered among the most important issues in the mass
sense, are not researched in sufficient depth by the academic community, such a vast field remains empty and
causes the academy to move away from social issues. In preventing this, it is believed that more researchers should
go into the field and address this field from a sociological, psychological, communicative and many other
perspectives.
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1. Giris

Williams’a gore yasadigimiz ylizyilda, daha Once benzeri goriilmemis bir teknolojik devrimin
gerceklesecegi ongoriilmektedir. “Tekillik”, “teknolojik tekillik” veya “zeka patlamasi” olarak adlandirilabilen bu
deneyim, teknolojik ilerlemelerin hizlanmasi ve bilginin hi¢ goériilmemis bir sekilde artmasiyla insanin yagamini
tamamen degistirecegi varsayimina dayanmaktadir (2021). Schwab, bugiin kars1 karsiya oldugumuz en 6nemli
konulardan birisinin insanligin doniisiimiinii de ig¢ine alan bu yeni teknolojik devrimi anlamak ve bicimlendirmek
oldugunu ifade eder (2018: 9). Ne zaman ve nasil gergeklesecegi konusunda kesin bir anlayis s6z konusu olmasa
da tekilligin gergeklesmesiyle birlikte insan yasaminin geri dondiiriilemez bir noktaya evrilecegi diistiniilmektedir.

Toksoy’a gore tekillik, teknolojik ilerlemelerin yol agabilecegi olumlu veya olumsuz, fakat giliniimiiz
perspektifinden tam olarak 6ngdriilmesi miimkiin olmayan olasi radikal degisimlerle ilgilidir. Bunun nedeni ise
tekillige yol acacagi diislinlilen giiglii bir yapay zekanin gelecekte insanlardan milyarlarca kat zeki olacagi
iddiasidir (2019: 50). Kimileri i¢in tekillik insanin dliimsiizliige ulasmasini saglayacak bir firsatken kimileri i¢in
de insanligin sonu olacaktir. Yapay zekd bu agidan pek ¢ok insani endiselendirmektedir. Bilim ve teknoloji
alanlarinin 6nemli isimleri bu konuda uyarilarda bulunmuslardir. Elon Musk yapay zekay1 “seytana davetiye
cikarmak™ olarak belirtirken Stephen Hawking ise gergekten giiclii bir yapay zekdnin insanlifin sonunu
getirebilecegini ifade etmistir (Husain, 2019: 14).

Yapay zeka ve tekillik meseleleri bilimkurgu sinemasinin sik¢a ele aldigi konulardir. Yapay zekénin ve
tekilligin insanin yasamini nasil doniistiirecegine dair anlatilar farkli sekillerde ortaya g¢iksa da bilimkurgu
sinemasinin bu konuya bakis1 baskin olarak teknofobik diizeydedir (Ozgelik, 2022). Calisma, yapay zeka
araciligiyla tekillige ulasildiginda insanin kaderinin ne olacagi, insandan oluk¢a zeki ve giiglii olacak bu yapay
zekanin ona nasil bakacagi gibi sorular iizerinden irdelenmeye calisilmigtir. Caligmanin problemi, bir bilimkurgu
sinemast Ornegi olarak / Am Mother (Sputore, 2019) filminde tekillik ve yapay zeka konularmin nasil ele
alindiginin tespit edilmesidir. Calismanin zemini literatiir taramasi yapilarak olusturulmus ve inceleme bolimiinde
betimsel analiz yontemi kullanilmistir. S6z konusu filmde yapay zeka ve tekilligin teknofobi kavrami {izerinden
nasil ele alindigini, bilimkurgu sinemasinin konuya bakis1 dogrultusunda filmin nasil konumlandirilabilecegini ve
yapay zeka teknofobisini yansitan diger filmlerle nasil bir fark tasidigini ortaya koymak calismanin amacini
olusturmaktadir.

2. Tekillik veya Teknolojik Tekillik

Tekillik veya teknolojik tekillik terimi, gelecekte siiper zekalarn {iretilmesi ile gergeklesme ihtimali olan
teknoloji ¢agmi tanimlamaktadir (Dogan, 2020: 26). Tekillik, fizik ve matematik! alanlarindaki kullanimlarindan
farkl1 olarak, yapay siiper zekanin gelistirilmesiyle birlikte insanligin geleceginin geri dondiiriilemez bir sekilde
doniisiime ugrayacagint 6ngdren bir teoridir (Baydemir, 2017: 52). Terim ilk kez Stanislav Ulam’in John von
Neumann iizerine yazdig1 bir makalede ortaya ¢ikmistir. Neumann, teknolojinin ilerleme hizi ile insan yagamina
getirdigi degisimlere bagli olarak uzak olmayan bir gelecek icin tekilligin yaklastigi goriisiinii 6ne siirmiistiir
(Kaku, 2016: 133; Williams, 2021). Giiniimiizde de daha ¢ok teknolojik anlamiyla bilinen tekillik terimi kimi
yazarlarca gelecekte gerceklesebilecegi diisiiniilen veya baska yazarlar tarafindan kesin bir sekilde
gerceklesecegine inanilan teknolojik bir siirectir.

Tekilligi giiniimiizdeki anlamina yakm bir sekilde kullanan ilk yazar Irving J. Good olmustur. Good, ultra
akilli bir makine tasarlandiginda bu makinenin insana ait entelektiiel faaliyetleri gerceklestirebilecegini belirtir.
Makine iiretmenin de bir entelektiiel faaliyet olmasi nedeniyle ultra akilli bir makinenin kendisinden daha akillt
makineler de iiretebilecegini ifade eder. Good’a gore bu durum tartigmasiz sekilde bir zeka patlamasina yol agacak
ve makinelerin zekasi insanlarinkini ¢ok geride birakacaktir. Bu nedenle Good, ultra akilli bir makine yaratmanin,
uysal olmasi kosuluyla, insanin yapmasi gereken son icat oldugunu diistinmektedir (1965: 33). Tekillik teorisinin
gelismesinde pay1 olan isimlerden birisi de Gordon Moore’dur. Amerikali mithendis Gordon Moore, entegre
devreler iizerindeki transistdr sayilarmin? her yil iki katma gikabilecegi varsayimina dayanan ve daha sonra
“Moore Yasasi” olarak adlandirilacak olan teknolojik ilerleme teorisini ortaya atmistir. Moore Yasasi, 20.
Yiizy1l’1n ikinci yarisinda hesaplamanin {istel dogasini tanimlamak i¢in kullanilmaya baglanmis ve bu teoriye baglh
olarak da bir zeka patlamas1 veya tekilligin kaginilmaz olduguna atifta bulunmak i¢in kullanilmistir (Williams,
2021). Her iki yazarin goriislerinden de anlasilacagi iizere tekilligin gergeklesmesine dair farkli 6ngoriiler ortaya
konulmustur. Tekilligin bir siiper yapay zekanin icadiyla gergeklesebilecegini dngdren yaklasimin yaninda Moore
Yasasina uygun olarak bunun teknolojik cihaz ve donanimlarda yasanacak ilerlemelerin yaratacagi bir zeka veya
bilgi patlamasiyla gerceklesecegini diisiinenler de bulunmaktadir.

! Kaku’ya gore, kokeni goreli fizik alanina ait olan tekillik terimi bir kara delige benzer sekilde, higbir seyin kendisinden
kagamadig1 sonsuz ¢ekim kuvvetine sahip noktayi tanimlamaktadir (2016: 132-133). Matematikte ise tekillik, bir denklemin
veya matematiksel bir nesnenin anlamli sonuglar vermeyi biraktigi noktayi tarif etmek igin kullanilmaktadir (SFE, 2018).

2 Bu sayilarin artmasi, bilgisayarlarda islem yapma hizinin ve bilgi depolama kapasitesinin her iki yilda bir ikiye katlanmasini
ifade etmektedir (Toksoy, 2019: 47).
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Yaptiklari ¢aligmalarla tekillik teorisinin giiniimiizde oldukga popiiler olmasini saglayan iki 6nemli yazar
Vernor Vinge ve Ray Kurzweil’dir. Tekilligi ilk kez sistemli bir sekilde ele alan ve temellerini atan, bilim insani
ve bilimkurgu yazari olan Vernor Vinge’dir. Williams’a gore Vinge, Moore Yasasindan yola ¢ikarak tekillik
teorisini 1983 yilinda yazdigi bir makale ile ortaya atmis ve kendisini hizla gelistiren bir yapay zekanin nihayetinde
bir tekillige yol agacagini iddia etmistir. 1993 yilinda NASA tarafindan diizenlenen bir sempozyumda yayinladigi
“Yaklasan Teknolojik Tekillik: Insanlik Sonrasi Dénemde Nasil Hayatta Kalimir” adli makalesinde ise bu konuyu
daha net bir sekilde ele almistir (2021).

Vinge bu makalesinde, insanligin otuz yil igerisinde insaniistii zekanin yaratilmasina olanak saglayacak
teknolojilere sahip olacaginit ve bundan kisa bir siire sonra da insanlik ¢agmin sona erecegini ifade etmistir.
Insaniistii bir zekanin siireci yonlendirmesi ile teknolojik ilerlemenin hiz1 hig olmadig1 6lgiide artacak ve tekillik
olarak adlandirilan noktaya ulagsmak kacinilmaz hale gelecektir. Ayrica yazar, insanlarin teknolojinin artan hizina
uyum saglayamayacagini ve tekillik sonrasi siiregte yasanacak teknolojik gelismelere adapte olmanin miimkiin
olmayacagini 6ne siirmiistiir. Bu baglamda Vinge icin tekillik kavrami, teknolojik ilerlemenin bugiiniin yontem ve
araglariyla ve insanin zihinsel kapasitesiyle yakalanamaz ve kontrol edilemez noktaya ulastigi siireci ifade
etmektedir (1993: 11-14).

Vinge’nin tekillik sonrasi siiregte insan yasami igin ongordiigii gelecek pek iyimser bir bakis agisin
yansitmamaktadir. Yazar, tekilligin engellenemedigi veya sinirlandirilamadigt bir durumda insan sonrasi siirecin
oldukca kotii bir sonu¢ dogurabilecegini ve insan irkinin fiziksel olarak yok olmasinin bir olasilik olarak
goriilebilecegini ifade etmektedir. Hatta fiziksel yok olusun olasi en kotii senaryo olmayabilecegini belirten yazar
daha kotiisiinii ise insanlarin hayvanlarla olan iligkisine benzetmektedir. Vinge, zayif veya giiclii olsun bilingli bir
yapay zek@nin iiretildigi noktada, hapsetme veya kurallar koyma yoluyla tekilligin engellenemeyecegine
inanmaktadir. Bu kacinilmaz sonucu ise insanin rekabet duygusunda ve teknolojinin dogasinda var olan
potansiyelin bir neticesi olarak gérmektedir (1993: 16).

Tekilligin giiniimiizdeki en dnemli savunucusu ise ABD’li bilim insani, mucit ve yazar Ray Kurzweil’dir.
Kurzweil’e gore 2029 yilina kadar insanin zeka seviyesine esdeger olan ve Turing Testini gegebilen bir yapay zeka
iiretilmis olacaktir. Tekillik ise insan iistli zekaya sahip makinelerin ortaya ¢ikmasi ile miimkiin olacaktir. Kurzweil
bunun i¢in de spesifik olarak tarih belirtmekte ve 2045 yilindan sonra tekilligin gerceklesecegini one siirmektedir.
Hatta yazar tekillige giden siirecin ¢oktan bagladigini ve giderek hizlanacagini diisiinmektedir (Baydemir, 2017:
54).

Kurzweil, “Insanlik 2.0: Tekillige Dogru Biyolojisini Asan Insan” adl kitabinda tekillik teorisini detaylica
ele almaktadir. Kurzweil’e gore tekillik, insan yagamini her yonden ve giderek artan bir sekilde doniistiirecektir.
Tekillik, teknolojik ilerlemelerin sagladigt degisim hizinin insan yasamini bir daha geri doniilemez bigimde
doniistiirecek olan gelecege ait bir donemdir. Kurzweil, tekilligin iitopik veya distopik olmadigint belirtmesinin
yaninda insanin yasamini anlamli kilan tim kavramlart degistirecek bir nitelige sahip oldugunu diisiinmektedir
(2016: 19).

Vinge, kontrol edilemedigi takdirde tekilligin insanligin sonunu getirebilecegini belirtirken Kurzweil,
Vinge’nin aksine tekilligin insanlik i¢in bir son olmayacagini ve hatta insanligin bu yolla Sliimsiizliige dahi
ulasabilmesinin miimkiin olacagim ifade etmektedir. Yazara gore tekillik insanin biyolojik agidan sahip oldugu
dogal sinirlamalari ve engelleri agmasini saglayacak ve insan bu yolla gii¢ kazanarak kendi kaderini eline alacaktir.
Tekillige giden siirecin ilk asamalarinda oldugumuzu belirten Kurzweil 2040°in ortalarma kadar bunun
ger¢eklesmeyecegini ancak sonrasinda ise kagiilmaz oldugunu iddia etmektedir (Kurzweil, 2016: 222, 388).

Tekilligin engellenemez bir sekilde gerceklesecegi varsayildiginda akla gelen en temel soru insanligin
geleceginin ne olacagidir. Insanlar tekillikten korkmali m1 yoksa Kurzweil’in diisiincelerine paralel olarak bundan
umutlanmali midir? Bilim ve teknoloji alanindaki 6nemli isimlerden olan Stephen Hawking, Bill Gates, Elon Musk
ve Steve Wozniak tekilligin gerceklesebilecegi bir gelecek senaryosu iizerinden yasanabilecek kotli sonuglar
nedeniyle insanlar1 uyarmiglardir. Buna karsin Kurzweil, tekillik konusunda bir kaygisinin olmadigini ve gelismis
yapay zekalarin insanlar1 kolelestirmesi gibi senaryolar1 ise gergeke¢i bulmadigini ifade etmistir. Post-Hiimanist
yaklasimin bir temsilcisi olarak Kurzweil’e gore gelismis yapay zekalar iireten teknoloji insanlar1 da daha zeki
bir hale getirecek ve tekilligin gerceklesmesi halinde benzersiz bir insan-makine sentezi ortaya ¢ikacaktir. Fakat
Kurzweil’in diisiindiigii gibi tekillik kaginilmazsa bu siirecte insan yeryiiziiniin en zeki varlig1 6zelligini kaybetmis
olacaktir (Baydemir, 2017: 54).

Kurzweil’in iyimser bakis a¢isina karsin insandan daha zeki makinelerin varligi ve tekilligin kontrol
edilemedigi bir gelecek 6ngoriisii cok daha karamsar olasiliklarin ele alinmasini gerekli kilmaktadir. Bu baglamda
Daniel Dinello (2005: 18) Kurzweil’in goriislerine tamamen ters bir bakig acisin1 savunmakta ve tekilligin
savunuculari ile tekno-iyimserleri elestirmektedir. Tekilligi bir teknolojik kiyamet olarak tanimlayan Dinello’ya
gore bir zeka patlamasi yasanmasi halinde akilli makineler bagimsiz ve egemen hale geleceklerdir. Insanlar ise bu
durumda birer hizmet¢i veya evcil hayvan olarak muamele gorecek ve sonunda tiirlerinin yok olmasiyla karsi
karstya kalacaklardir.
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Yapay genel zeka veya siiper yapay zeka soz konusu oldugunda duyulan en bilyiik korku tekilliktir. Bazi
uzmanlarca tekillik makine bilinci anlaminda da kullanilmaktadir. Fakat bilingli olsun veya olmasin boyle bir
yapay zeka kendisini siirekli gelistirebilir ve insanin kapasitesinin ¢ok 6tesine gecebilir (Dilmegani, 2017). Yapay
zeka lizerine 6nemli ¢aligmalari olan filozof Nick Bostrom da 2014 yilinda yaymlanan “Siiper Zekd: Yapay Zekd
Uygulamalari, Tehlikeler ve Stratejiler” adli kitabinda bu konuyla ilgili dnemli goriisler ortaya koymustur. Say’a
gore insanligin sonunu getirebilecek varolugsal riskleri inceleyen ve bu konuda uzmanlasan Bostrom insaniistii
yapay zekay1 da bu kategori icerisinde degerlendirmektedir. Bostrom kitabinda gesitli felaket senaryolari iizerinden
insaniistii bir yapay zekanin insanligin gelecegi icin tasidigi riskleri tartigmaktadir (2018: 167).

Bostrom, gelecekte insanin zeka seviyesini agan makine beyinler iiretildigi takdirde bu siiper zekalarin ¢ok
giiclii bir hale gelebileceklerini ifade etmektedir. Bu durumda, su an igin gorillerin kaderi nasil ki gorillerden ¢ok
insanlara bagliysa insanlarmm kaderi de siiper zekénin eylemlerine bagli olacaktir. Bostrom’a gdre bunu
engellemenin yolu ise ilkesel acidan insani degerlere bagli bir siiper zeka yaratmaktir. Bunu gergeklestirmek ¢cok
zor olsa da insanligin gelecegi diistiniildiigiinde giiclii bir nedeni oldugu agiktir. Ancak yazar bunu gerceklestirmek
icin de insanligin tek bir sans1 oldugunu diisiinmektedir. Dost canlist olmayan bir siiper zeka yaratildig: taktirde
ise insanligin kaderi ¢oktan ¢izilmis olacaktir (2021: 2023).

Max Tegmark, yapay zekanin gelecekte diinyayi ele gegirecegi ve insanligi yok edecegine dair senaryolari
gercek dis1 gordiigiinii ifade etse de yapay zekanm bunu yapabilmesi i¢in {i¢ asamanin gerceklesmesi gerektigini
diisiinmektedir. i1k olarak insan seviyesinde bir yapay zeka yaratilmali, ikinci olarak bu yapay zeka bir siiper yapay
zekdya doniismeli ve son olarak da bu siiper yapay zeka serbest birakilmalidir. Tegmark ilk asamanin
gerceklesmesinin ¢ok zor oldugunu ancak gerceklestigi takdirde ikinci asamaya kolaylikla gecilebilecegini ifade
eder (2021: 179-180).

Bostrom, insanin kontroliinii agan bir siiper zekdnin ve onun yol agabilecegi tekilligin insan yasaminin
gelecegi bakimindan nasil bir risk tasidigini su sozleri ile betimlemektedir:

“Bir zeka patlamasi olasitligi karsisinda biz insanlar bir bombayla oyun oynayan
kiiciik ¢ocuklar gibiyiz. Oyuncagimiz ile davramgimizin toylugu arasinda boyle bir
uyumsuzluk vardw. Siiper zeka bizim su an hazir olmadigimiz ve uzun bir siire de
olmayacagimiz bir zorluktur. Infilakin ne zaman gerceklesecegine dair ¢ok az fikrimiz
var, ama eger aleti kulagimiza tutarsak belli belirsiz bir tik tik sesi duyabiliriz.” (2021:
303).

Bostrom, olasi bir zekd patlamasmin belki de tahmin edilenin aksine yakin olmayan bir gelecekte
yasanabilecegini belirtirken yukarida betimlenen kotii senaryonun gergeklesmemesi iginse en basindan dikkatli
olunmast konusunda uyarida bulunmaktadir (2021: 304). Cagatay da insanli§in ge¢miste yaptigi gibi deneme
yanilma yontemiyle tekillikle bas edemeyebilecegini ¢linkii tekilligin bir kez basladiktan sonra durdurulamayacak
bir siire¢ oldugunu ifade etmektedir (2019: 241). Fakat daha karamsar bir bakig agisiyla Dogan, bugiiniin
diinyasindan gelecegin siiper yapay zekasinin insani degerlere bagli olmasini saglayacak stratejiler olusturmanin
pek miimkiin olmadigini belirtmektedir. Dogan, bunun nedenlerinden birisinin de devletler arasinda yasanabilecek
gii¢ rekabeti oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Devletlerin gii¢ arzusu ile girebilecekleri bir yaris, etik ilkelere ve insani
degerlere bagli yapay zekalarin iiretilmesine engel olacaktir (2020: 26-27). ikinci Diinya Savas: siirecinde ve
sonrasinda yasanan Soguk Savas doneminde diinyanin iki kutba ayrilarak bir niikleer gii¢ krizi igerisine girmesi
bu durumun en basit drnegiyken giiniimiizde ulusttesi veya kiiresel dev sirketlerin hiikiimetlerle yasadiklart gii¢
rekabeti ise gilincel problemlerden birisidir. Dura ve Kiligarslan’a gore, ulusotesi sirketler ve ulus devletler arasinda
bir ekonomik gii¢c kaymasi yasanmasindan ziyade ulusotesi sirketlerin politik anlamda karar verme siireglerinde
etkili olmalari da bu konuda 6nem tasimaktadir (2011: 108). Bu baglamda esas problem, ister dev sirketler isterse
de devletler tarafindan gergeklestirilsin, yapay zeka gibi onemli teknolojik devrimlerin hangi amagla iretilip
kullanilacagidir.

Tekilligi insanin gelecegi ig¢in olumlu bir siire¢ olarak gorenler onun yasadigimiz yiizyil igerisinde
gerceklesecegine inanmaktadirlar. Bu siirecin bilgisayar ve yapay zeka, robotik, nanoteknoloji ve biyoteknoloji
gibi alanlarda yasanacak gelismeler sonucunda ger¢eklesecegine dair fikir birligi bulunsa da bunlardan hangisinin
basat rol iistlenecegi konusunda bir ortak goriis yoktur. Tekilligin nasil gerceklesecegi konusunda da goriis
ayriliklar1 vardir; siirekli hizlanan degisimin bir sonucu olarak mi, kendi kendini geligtiren makineler tarafindan
tetiklenen kontrolden ¢ikmis bir hizlanmaya bagli olarak mi, gelismis ve bagimsiz bir yapay zekanin dogusuyla
veya biyoteknolojik biiylitme ve iyilestirmenin neden oldugu bir zeka patlamasiyla mi? Ayrica tekilligin ani bir
degisim seklinde mi veya bir siirece bagli olarak kademeli bir sekilde mi gergeklesecegi konusunda da ¢esitli
goriisler bulunmaktadir. Buna karsin, tekillik ortaya ¢iktig1 andan itibaren hayatin artik eskisi gibi olamayacagi
varsayimi herkesc¢e paylasilmaktadir (Williams, 2021).

Yukarida deginilen tiim goriislere karsin bilimkurgu tiiri, ger¢ekci olsun veya olmasin ya da bu konularda
sorumlu bir yaklagim sergilesin veya sergilemesin teknolojik ilerleme ve 6zel olarak da tekillik ve yapay zeka
meseleleri iizerine gesitli anlatilar gelistirmektedir. Ozellikle bilimkurgu filmlerinde rastladigimiz bu gelecek
anlatilar1 s6z konusu meseleler lizerine yapilan tartigmalara katki saglamakta ve giindem haline getirmektedir.
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Ancak bu calismada daha ziyade bilimkurgu sinemasinin bir tiir olarak bu meselelere dair nasil anlatilar
gelistirdigine odaklanilmaktadir.

3. Bilimkurgu Filmlerinde Tekillik ve Yapay Zeka Teknofobisi

Teknoloji, iistel biiylime hiziyla insanlifin gelecegini belirleyecek en onemli ilerleme araci olarak
goriilmektedir. Ancak mevcut teknolojiler daha simdiden insan yasamini kontrol altina almakta ve kendi dogasina
gore bicimlendirmektedir. Bu baglamda, Osiceanu’ya (2015) gore teknolojik ilerlemenin vardigi boyut insanlarin
ona yonelik farkli sosyo-psikolojik tutum ve yaklagimlar gelistirmesine yol agmistir. Teknolojinin insan yagamina
kattiklar1 genel olarak olumlu ve olumsuz gelismeler olarak ele alinmakta ve bu da iki karsit goriisii yansitan
teknofili ve teknofobi terimleriyle agiklanmaktadir. Teknofobi terimi genel kullanim1 agisindan teknolojiye veya
teknolojik cihazlara karsi duyulan irrasyonel ve mantik dist bir korku olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Fakat Dinello
(2005: 8) bu tanmimlamay1 reddetmekte ve teknofobinin aslinda teknolojik sisteme veya teknolojik ilerleme
anlayisina karsi stipheli bir tutum sergilemek, ondan hoslanmamak veya ona karsi elestirel yaklagmak anlamina
geldigini ifade etmektedir.

Teknolojik ilerlemenin olumsuz yonlerine veya gelecekte yol agabilecegi zararlara dair tasidig1 potansiyel
riskler daima bilimkurgu filmlerinin odaginda olmustur. Oskay’a (2018) gore bilimkurgu sinemasi bu bakimdan
korku tiirii ile benzerlik gostermektedir. Korku filmlerinde vampir, seytan, kurt adam vb. fantastik 6geler korku
nesneleri olarak kullanilirken bilimkurgu sinemasinda ise bilimsel ve teknolojik buluslar, akilli makineler, ¢ilgin
bilim insanlart vb. unsurlar kullanilmaktadir. Jones’a gore ise bilimkurgu filmlerindeki teknofobik anlatilarda
korku ve tehdit 6gesini olusturan ana unsur dogrudan bilim ve teknolojinin kendisi olarak ele alinmaktadir (akt.
Gtichan, 2004: 59).

Dinello (2005: 1-2), post-hiimanist anlayisin sundugu iyimser teknoloji vizyonunun tersine bilimkurgu
sinemasinin ¢ogunlukla teknolojinin karanlik bir resmini ¢izdigini dne slirmektedir. Yazar, ge¢cmisten giiniimiize
degin bilimkurgu filmlerindeki teknolojik yaratilarin genellikle insanlig1 tehdit ettigini, yok etmeye calistigini veya
kolelestirmek istedigini ifade etmektedir. Bu bakimdan bilimkurgu sinemasi, evrimsel siirecte teknolojinin insani
asacagini ve nihayetinde onun diisiisiinii getirecegini dngoren bir sekilde post-hiimanist doniisimii gostermektedir.

Favaro’ya gore bilimkurgu ve felaket filmlerinde genellikle bilim ve teknoloji olumsuz bir sekilde
yansitilmaktadir. Bilimsel aklin ve teknokrasinin egemen oldugu bir diinyay1 ele alan filmlerde iktidarlarin baskic1
ve zorba nitelikleri karsisinda temel insani nitelikler konumlandirilmakta ve bu filmlerde insanlarin makinelere
kars1 bu nitelikleri cisimlestirdigi varsayilmaktadir. Dolayisiyla insanin kendine 6zgii dogast makinelerin dogasiyla
ve kat1 rasyonalite ile kars1 karsiya getirilmektedir (2017: 201-205). Dinello ise bu durumu sdyle aciklamaktadir:

“Cilgin bilim adamlarina, dfkeli robotlara, katil klonlara, acimasiz siborglara,
insandan nefret eden androidlere, seytani siiper bilgisayarlara, et yiyen virtislere ve
genetik olarak mutasyona ugramis canavarlara olan takintisinda bilimkurgu, insan
kimligimizi, 6zgiirliigiimiizii, duygularimizi, degerlerimizi ve hayatlarimizi makinelere
kaptirma konusundaki teknofobik bir korkuyu ifade eder.” (2005: 2).

Bilimkurgu sinemasinin yaklasik yarim asirdan bu yana ele aldigi en popiiler konu ise yapay zeka olmustur.
Yakin’a (2020: 69) gore bilimkurgu filmleri insanlik i¢in daima bir korku unsuru olan ‘yasama dair bilinmezlik’
hissini stirekli diirter ve yapay zeka ise bu hissi en iist diizeye ¢ikarir. Karabag’a (2021: 45) gére yapay zekanin bu
denli ilgi ¢ekici veya korkutucu bir unsur olarak goriilmesinin altinda yatan neden ise onun gelecekte bir biling
kazanip kazanamayacagina veya insan zekasini agip asamayacagina dair duyulan belirsizliktir.

Bilimkurgu sinemasinda yapay zeka konusu genellikle insan ve yaratisinin karsi karsiya geldigi, yaratisinin
sahibine isyan ettigi veya yaratisinin insandan istiin bir hale gelerek efendi konumuna geldigi ¢esitli senaryolar
tizerinden ilerler. Bu filmlerde yapay zeka teknofobisi biling kazanma, zeka bakimindan insani agma ve bir tekil
biling haline gelme asamalarma goére farklilik gosterebilirler. Yakin’m (2020: 69) ifadesine gére makineler
kendilerini gelistirdik¢e insandan daha {istiin bir konuma ulasirlar ve bu noktada bir tusa basip kapatamayacaklari
ve kendilerinden ¢ok daha gii¢lii olan bir varlikla miicadele igerisine girerler.

Bir¢ok bilimkurgu filminde yapay zekanin beklenmedik sonuglar dogurdugu goériilmektedir. Bu filmler
bilimkurgu sinemasiin teknolojiye ve Ozelde yapay zekdya dair nasil bir yaklasim gelistirdigini ortaya
koymaktadir. 2001: A Space Odyssey’de (Kubrick, 1968) Discovery One adli uzay aracinin kontroliinii saglayan
HAL-9000 adl1 yapay zeka bilgisayar1 6ngoriilmedik bir sekilde biling kazanarak miirettebati yok etmeye ¢alismis
ancak nihayetinde bir insan tarafindan hafiza sistemi sokiilerek kapatilmistir. Blade Runner’da (Scott, 1982) biling
kazanarak yasam haklarini elde etmek amaciyla yaraticilarina isyan eden androidler Blade Runner ad1 verilen polis
birimleri tarafindan yok edilmiglerdir. Ex Machina’da (Garland, 2014) ise bir yapay zekd uzmamn tarafindan
yaratilan ve belirli testler i¢in kontrol altinda tutulan bilingli bir android, zekasini kullanarak yaraticisini 61diirmiis
ve ozgiirliigline kavusmustur.

Bazi filmlerde yapay zeka insanlara kars1 girdigi miicadelede bir sekilde maglup edilirken bazi filmlerde ise
insanlarin otoritesinden kurtulmus, onlara savas agmis veya diinyayi bir felakete siiriiklemistir. Bu filmlerde dogal
olarak teknolojik tekillik konusu da giindeme getirilmektedir. Bilimkurgu filmlerinde tekillik genellikle bir yapay
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stiper zekanin tekil biling haline geldigi noktay: tarif etmektedir. Tekilligin gergeklestigi asamada yapay zeka tiim
teknolojik cihazlar1 kontrol edebilen ve bu giicii insanlarla girdigi miicadelede kullanabilen bir konumdadir. Bu
nedenle bilimkurgu sinemasinda yapay zek@nin en olumsuz yansimasi tekillik olmustur. Tekillik bilimkurgu
filmlerinde genellikle yapay zekanin insanliga karsi isyan ettigi senaryolar ¢ergevesinde ele alinmakta ve bir tusa
basarak kapatamayacaklar1 agamay: ifade etmektedir. Bir zeka patlamasi olarak da goriilebilen tekillik karsisinda
insanlarin pek de sans1 kalmamaktadir.

Bu tiir senaryolari ele alan filmlere birgok drnek verilebilir. Bu filmler ayn1 zamanda bilimkurgu sinemasinin
popiiler filmleri arasinda yer almaktadir. Ornegin The Terminator (Cameron, 1984) filmi bilimkurgu sinemasinda
tekilligi ele alan 6nemli filmlerden birisidir. Yiiriir’e gore The Terminator, teknofobiyi giiglii bir alegorik anlati
bigiminde yansitmaktadir. Filmde insana benzeyen gii¢lii makinelerin askeri amaglar i¢in kullanilmasi ve tekil bir
biling haline gelen yapay zekanin insanlig1 yok etmesi korkusu filmdeki teknofobinin temelini olusturur. Skynet
adl1 yapay zeka bir bilince eristigi andan itibaren kendisini gelistirmis ve insanin denetimini asmistir. Teknolojik
cihazlarin kontroliinii ele gegiren Skynet, insanlarla girdigi savasta elindeki giicii kullanarak yeryiiziinii yaganmaz
hale getirmistir. Savastan kurtulmay1 basaran direnisciler ona karsi harekete gegtiklerinde ise direnisin liderini
daha dogmadan 6ldiirmek amaciyla T-800 adli savas makinesi bir siborgu ge¢mise gondermistir (2015: 67-58).
The Terminator filminde insanlar yapay zekanin bir bilince eristigini anladiklarinda onu kapatmak istemiglerdir
ancak Skynet bunu fark etmistir. Niikleer silahlar kullanarak yeryiiziine saldirmis ve insanlar ile makineler arasinda
bir savag baglatmistir. Dolayisiyla filmde tekilligin gergeklestigi siireg, post-hiimanist anlayisin iyimser teknoloji
vizyonlarina tezat olusturan bir olasilik seklinde senaryolastirilmistir.

Tekilligi konu edinen bir baska 6rnek de Wachowski kardeslerin yonettigi The Matrix (1999) ve serinin
devam filmleridir. Dinello’ya gore yapay zeka teknofobisi The Matrix filmini beslemekte ve film teknolojiye
yonelik endiseli bir bakis agisi sergilemektedir (2005: 174). The Matrix serisinde yapay zeka biling kazanarak
insanliga savas agmis, insanlar da gokyiiziinii karartarak makinelerin enerji almalarini engellemistir. Tekil bir
bilince erisen yapay zeka bir makine ordusu kurarak insanlar1 esir almis ve onlarin bedenlerinden elde edilen
enerjiyle de makinelerin yasamlarmi siirdiirmelerini saglamstir. Insanlar, tarlalar adi verilen yigaklarda
makinelere bagl olacak sekilde hapsedilmislerdir. Yapay zeka ayrica insanlari denetim altinda tutmak igin
“Matrix” ad1 verilen bir sanal diinya yaratmis ve uykuda olan insanlarin zihinlerini bu sekilde kontrol etmek
istemistir. Zamanla Matrix’ten kurtulmay1 basaran insanlar ise ger¢ek diinyada Zion adli bir yeraltt sehri kurmus
ve insanlig1 kurtaracagi diisliniilen secilmis kisiyi aramaya baslamiglardir. Hikayenin sonunda ise Neo adli
kurtaricinin miicadelesiyle makineler ve insanlar arasinda bir ateskes saglanmistir (Aksit ve Favaro, 2021: 152-
153).

Yonetmenligini Alex Proyas’m yaptigi |, Robot (2004) filmi de tekilligi teknofobik diizeyde ele alan
filmlerden birisidir. Film, tinlii bilimkurgu yazari Isaac Asimov’un ayni adli eserine dayansa da teknolojiye ve
makinelere (robotlara) bakis filmde Asimov’un® bakisindan farklidir. I, Robot filminde robotlar insan yasaminin
vazgecilmez bir pargasi haline gelmislerdir. Insanlar robotlara giivenle yaklasirken Del Spooner adli bir dedektif
tam tersini diisiinmekte ve onlardan hoslanmamaktadir. Robotlar tireten US Robotics adli sirkette yasanan bir
cinayetin izini siiren dedektif Spooner bu siirecte robotlarin saldirilariyla karsi karsiya kalsa da kendisini diger
insanlara inandiramamistir. Ancak sonunda robotlar isyan etmis ve tiim yasananlarin tekil bir bilince sahip yapay
zeka VIKI tarafindan planlandigi ortaya ¢ikmistir. VIKI, insanlarin iyiligini gozettigini 6ne siirerek onlar1 kendi
kurallar1 ¢ergevesinde yonetmek ister. Ancak filmin sonunda VIKI devre dist birakilir. Dinello’ya (2005: 70) gére
I, Robot filminde robotlara karst duyulan iyimserlik kaginilmaz olarak onlarin egemen olmalarina yol agmig ve
makinelere verilen 6zgiirliik insanlarin 6zgiirliiglinii ortadan kaldirmistir. Yapay zekanin 6zerkligini ilan etmesiyle
birlikte insanlar, tiim robotlari kontrol eden tekil ve biiyiik bir giigle kars1 karsiya kalmiglardir. Film de bu noktada
tekilligin iyimser bir sekilde gerceklesmedigi takdirde ne tiir sorunlar c¢ikarabilecegini teknofobik anlati
gergevesinde yorumlamaktadir.

Bu filmlere son donemden verilebilecek bir bagka 6rnek de geng bir yonetmen olan Robert Kouba’nin 2017
yapimu Singularity filmidir. Adindan da anlasilacagi tizere Singularity (Tekillik) filmi bir yapay zekanin tekil
bilince eristigi bir hikdyeyi ele almaktadir. Filmde VA Industries adli teknoloji sirketinin lideri Elias van Dorne,
yarattig1 Kronos adli yapay zeka ile insan tiiriinii yeryliziinden silmeye karar verir. Yasanan yikimdan sag kalan
insanlarin torunlar1 Aurora adinda kurtarilmis bir iis olustururlar. Yaklasik yiiz y1l sonra Andrew ve Calia adindaki
iki gen¢ Dorne ve Kronos un yikimindan kurtulmak i¢in Aurora’ya ulagsmaya caligirlar. Yapay zekanin amaci ise
onlar1 takip ederek insanligin son kalesi olan Aurora’y1 bulmak ve yarim kalan isi tamamlamak olacaktir. Filmin
sonunda Andrew ve Calia bagka bir gezegen oldugunu 6grendikleri Aurora’ya ulagirlar. Ancak finalde insanlar ve

3 Asimov, 1950 yilinda yaymladigi I, Robot adli kitabmda robotlar ve insanlar arasindaki iliskide ortaya gikabilecek sorunlar:
tartigmis ve robotlarin ¢aligmalarina dair belirledigi ilkeleri “Ug Robot Kanunu” adiyla siralamigtir:

1. Robotlar insanlara zarar veremez veya eylemsiz kalarak onlarin zarar gérmesine g6z yumamazlar.

2. Robotlar birinci maddeyle gelismedigi siirece insanlar tarafindan verilen emirlere itaat etmek zorundadir.

3. Robotlar birinci veya ikinci kanunla gelismedigi stirece kendi varhiklarini korumak zorundadirlar.
Asimov’un belirledigi bu maddeler giiniimiizdeki robot etigi ¢calismalarinin da zeminini olusturmaktadir (Dogan, 2020: 24).
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yapay zeka arasindaki yarim kalan miicadelenin devam edecegi mesaj1 verilir. Singularity filminde de insanin
yaratist kendi elinden kacarak bagimsizligini ilan eder ve tekil bilince erisen yapay zeka, efendisine bas kaldirir.

Bilimkurgu sinemasinin teknolojiye yonelik teknofobik bakisi verilen drnekler ¢cergevesinde tekillik ve yapay zeka
konusu icin de gecerlidir. Yapay zeka c¢aligmalarmin hiz kazandig1 ve tekillik tartismalarinin artan bir sekilde
devam ettigi giinlimiiz diinyasinda film yapimcilarinin ve yonetmenlerinin bu tiir konulara olan ilgisi de
artmaktadir. Bilimkurgu sinemasi bdylece yeni senaryolar lizerinden bu konulara dair diigiinme ve tartisma alanlar1
olusturmaktadir. Yapay zekanin gelecegi, tekilligin nasil gerceklesebilecegi ve insanin kaderinin ne olacagi gibi
hususlarda gercekei veya gergek disi anlatilarla buna zemin hazirlanmaktadir. Bu baglamda, I Am Mother (Sputore,
2019) filmi ¢alismanin konusuna uygun oldugu diisiiniilerek incelenmeye deger goriilmiistiir.

4. I Am Mother (2019) Filminin Analizi
4.1. Metodoloji

Bu ¢alisma,; literatiir taramas1 yapilarak olusturulan kavramsal ¢erceve baglaminda, | Am Mother filminde
teknofobi kavrami iizerinden tekillik ve yapay zeka unsurlarinin nasil ele alindigini betimleyerek ortaya koymay1
amaclamaktadir. Bu dogrultuda ¢aligmanin birinci bdliimiinde tekillik ve yapay zeka konular1 ele alinmis, ikinci
boliimde ise bilimkurgu sinemasinda tekillik ve yapay zekanin teknofobi kavramu ile iliskisine ¢esitli 6rnek filmler
iizerinden yer verilmigtir. Calismanin {iglincli béliimiinde, olusturulan kavramsal cergeveye dayanilarak, bir
bilimkurgu sinemasi 6rnegi olan | Am Mother filminde tekillik ve yapay zeka unsuru teknofobi kavrami iizerinden
betimlenerek yorumlanmaya ¢alisilmistir. Bu nedenle filmin analizi i¢in en uygun goriilen yontem betimsel analiz
yontemi olmustur. Tartisma ve sonug boliimiinde ise | Am Mother filmi, ikinci boliimde ele alinan 6rnek filmlerle
karsilagtirilmis, teknofobi ve yapay zeka konularm isleyisleri bakimindan bir fark tasiyip tagimadigi veya konu
iizerine yeni bir sey sdyleyip sdylemedigi tartigilmigtir.

Nitel veri analiz yontemlerinden birisi olan betimsel analiz yonteminde, belirlenen temalar ¢ercevesinde
elde edilen veriler dzetlenmekte ve yorumlanmaktadir. Yontemin amaci, elde edilen bulgularin sistematik bir
bicimde betimlenmesi ve bu betimlemelerin diizenlenerek ve yorumlanarak okuyucuya sunulmasidir. Arastirmaci
bunu yaparken neden sonug iliskilerini inceleyerek belirli ¢ikarimlara ulagmaktadir (Yildirim ve Simsek, 2011:
224). Bu ¢alismada da betimsel analiz yontemi kullanilarak | Am Mother filminde tekillik ve yapay zeka konulari
teknofobi temasi lizerinden betimlenerek incelenmistir.

4.2. Filmin Ozeti

1 Am Mother, senaryosunu Michael Lloyd Green’in yazdig1 ve yonetmenligini Grant Sputore’in yaptigi 2019
Avustralya yapimi bir bilimkurgu-gerilim filmidir. Filmin basrollerinde Clara Rugaard, Luke Hawker, Rose Byrene
ve Hilary Swank yer almaktadir. Film, insan neslinin yok olmasi sonucunda bir niifus yenileme tesisinde dogan
bir kizin, diinyada yeni bir insan neslinin yaratilmasini planlayan bir android tarafindan yetistirilmesini konu
edinmektedir. Filmde 6zel isimler kullanilmazken android ‘anne’, androidin yetistirdigi kiz ‘kiz’ ve tesise gelen
yabanci kadin ise ‘kadin’ diye adlandirilmastir.

Seki 1: I Am Mother (2019) Filminin Afisi.

I Am Mother filminde bir androidin dondurulmus insan embriyolarindan birisini canlandirmasiyla baslayan
bir hikaye ele alinmaktadir. Anne android, insanligin kitlesel yok olusundan sonra gecen bir siirecte, niifus
yenileme tesisi ad1 verilen bir yerde yapay yollarla bir bebek diinyaya getirir. Android bu bebegi gercek bir anne
gibi yetistirir ve egitir. Cocuk, yetigkin bir kiz haline geldiginde diinyada neler olup bittigini sorgulamaya baslar.
Android, onu kendisinden baska yasayan bir canli olmadigina ve dis diinyanin kirlilik nedeniyle 6liimciil olduguna
inandirmustir. Kiz, bir giin tesisin kapisinda bir kadinla karsilastiginda gergekler ortaya ¢ikmaya baslar. Android
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ve kadin arasinda gegen gerilimli olaylarla birlikte kiz kime inanacagi konusunda kuskuya diiser. Android ise bu
sirada yeni bir insan embriyosunu canlandirmaya koyulur ve onu kizinin segmesini ister. Kadin bu siiregte kiza
disarda yasayan bagka insanlarin da oldugunu ve birlikte kagarak onlarin yanlarmna gidebileceklerini sdyler. Buna
ikna olan kiz onunla birlikte kagmay1 basarsa da yolculugun sonunda kadinmn sdylediklerinin gergek olmadigim
ogrenir. Kiz, yeni dogacak olan kardesinin de etkisiyle tesise geri doner. Kardesini androide birakmak istemeyen
kiz anneyi yok etmek isterken tiim gercekler ortaya ¢ikar. Anne android, tekil bilince sahip bir yapay zeka oldugunu
ve daha iyi bir insan nesli yaratmak i¢in herkesi yok ettigini itiraf eder. Kizin kendisini etkisiz hale getirmesine
izin verir. Filmin son sahnesinde baska bir androidin bedeninde oldugunu anladigimiz anne, kadinin bulundugu
mekana gelir. Aralarinda gecen diyalogdan sonra tiim yasananlarin planlanmis bir kurgu oldugunu ve yapay
zekanin planinin tam da istedigi gibi sonuclandigini 6greniriz.

4.3. I Am Mother (2019) Filminde Tekillik ve Yapay Zeka Teknofobisi

I Am Mother filminde, insan neslinin yok olusundan sonrasini anlatan bir siireg ele alinmakta ve yapay zeka
bu siirecin merkezinde yer almaktadir. Distopik bir gelecek anlatisi olan hikayede tekil bilince erisen yapay zeka,
kendi amaglar1 dogrultusunda insan neslini bir yeniden sekillendirme planina tabi tutmaktadir. Karamsar bir
atmosfer igerisinde ilerleyen film, yapay zekd ve onun yetistirdigi kizi arasinda yasanan gerilimle
desteklenmektedir.

Film yakin bir gelecekte, insan niifusunun tiimiiyle yok oldugu bir diinyada baslamaktadir. Ilk sahnelerde
kamera yiiksek teknolojiye sahip bir tesisin koridorlar1 arasinda gezinirken ekrana bazi yazilar diigser. Mekanin bir
niifus yenileme tesisi oldugu ve insanligin kitlesel bir sekilde yok olusunun iizerinden yalnizca bir giin gectigi
yazar. Tesiste yagayan higbir canli bulunmazken stoklanmis 63 bin adet dondurulmus insan embriyosunun var
oldugu belirtilmektedir. Dolayisiyla hikayenin devaminda da insanligin teknolojik siireglerle ve yapay olarak bir
yeniden iiretime tabi tutulacagi anlagilmaktadir. Filmdeki niifus yenileme tesisi, yapay insan iiretimi fikrine ilham
kaynagi olan Aldoux Huxley’nin (2016) Cesur Yeni Diinya romanindaki ‘Kulugka ve Sartlandirma Merkezi’ne
benzer sekilde stoklanmig embriyolardan insanlarin iiretildigi ve harf ve numaralarla kodlandirildig1 bir yerdir.
Insan neslini yeniden meydana getirecek olan giic ise dnceki nesli yok eden tekil bilince sahip bir yapay zekadur.

Sekil 2: Anne Android ve Kucaginda Bebek

F,

Anne android 6z bilince ve 6zgiir iradeye sahip bir yapay zeka olarak tiim teknolojik cihazlari kontrol
edebilmektedir. Insan tiirliniin bagarisizhigmin kagmilmaz oldugunu ve en sonunda kendi yok olusunu
hazirlayacagini iddia eden anne android hem insan neslini daha ileriye tasimak hem de yalniz kalmamak adina
niifus yenileme planmni devreye sokmustur. Oncelikle dzel olarak secilmis insan embriyolarini stoklamis ve
sonrasinda yagayan tiim insanlar1 yok etmistir. / Am Mother filminde The Matrix te oldugu gibi iki tiir arasinda
yasanan bir savag s6z konusu degildir. Hikdyenin dncesinde insanlik, yapay zeka karsisinda zaten bir yok olus
yasamistir.

Insanhigin yok edilmesinden dncesine dair ¢cok az bilgi verilen filmde annenin 6z bilince sahip bir varlik
olarak kendi hedefleri ve planlari oldugu goriilmektedir. Anne, insan hayatin1 her seyden iistte tutmak igin
yetistirildigini ifade ederken bunun igin yetersiz gordiigii insan neslini kendi amaglar1 dogrultusunda yok edip
yeniden yaratabilmektedir. Buradan anlasildig: lizere yok olustan dnce yapay zekay: yaratan insanlar onu insanlik
i¢in fayda saglayacak bir sekilde tasarlamiglardir. Insan hayatini her seyden iistte tutmak gibi bir amagla
programlanan yapay zeka Kurzweil’in post-hiimanist goriiglerine paralel bir yaklagimi yansitmaktadir. Ancak film,
bu goriislere karsit bir anlati gelistirmektedir.

Filmde anne android, her ne kadar gercek bir anneymis gibi davransa da aslinda onun bir insan gibi etik ve
ahlaki degerlere sahip olmadigini ve insanligin soyunu tiiketmekte bir sakinca gérmedigini tespit edebiliriz. Ancak
planinin kusursuz bir sekilde isleyebilmesi igin gergek bir anne gibi duygulara sahip oldugunu yansitabilmekte ve
bu sekilde kizin1 manipiile edebilmektedir. Kadin ile kurdugu iliskide de son ana kadar ger¢ek olmayan duygular
sergilemis, plan1 basariya ulasip kiz1 dogacak yeni nesil igin ebeveynlik yapmaya hazir oldugunda ise kadina
aslinda onu bir insan embriyosundan diinyaya kendisinin getirdigini ve planinin bir pargasi oldugunu itiraf etmistir.
Hatta plam1 basariya ulastigi icin kadinmin bir amaci kalmadigini ima etmis ve filmde gosterilmese de bu
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soylediklerine binaen kadini yok etmistir. Tekil bilince eristikten sonra bir yapay zekanin insanlar karsisindaki
tistiinliigd filmin bu noktasinda ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Anne android kurdugu plani, insanlart manipiile ederek basarili
bir sekilde uygulamistir.

Anne android yalniz kalmak da istemez. Amaci, daha akilli ve ahlakli bir insan nesli meydana getirmektir.
Kendi deger yargilarina gore insan tiiriinii yeniden diinyaya getirmek ve ileriye tasimak istedigini sdyleyen anne
bunun i¢in harf ve numaralarla siniflandirdig1 insan embriyolarini oldukga titiz bir sekilde kullanir. Teknolojik
yollarla ve yapay bir sekilde bu embriyolart yirmi dort saatlik siirecin sonunda bir bebege doniistiiriir. Kiz1 ona
neden sadece kendisini diinyaya getirdigini sordugunda iyi bir ebeveyn olmak i¢in anneligi 6grenmesi gerektigini
belirten anne aslinda kizin1 dogacak diger insanlar igin bir ebeveyn olarak yetistirmeyi planlamaktadir. ilerleyen
sahnelerden anlasilacagi iizere ilk olarak diinyaya getirdigi ¢ocuk kiz degildir. Daha 6nce de gocuk biiyiitmiis ancak
yetersiz oldugu i¢in onu bir firinda yakmistir. Dolayisiyla amacina uygun olmayan c¢ocuklar1 kendisi yetistirmis
olsa da yok etmekten ¢ekinmemistir.

Filmde, insanlarin anne karsisinda hi¢bir {istiinliikleri ve basarilar1 s6z konusu degildir. Yok olustan 6nce
yasayan insanlarin higbir sansi olmadigi gibi annenin diinyaya getirdigi kiz ve kadinin da higbir sans1 olmamus,
biitiin yagananlar annenin kurdugu plan ¢er¢evesinde gergeklesmistir. Kadinin filmdeki rolii de bu sekildedir. Yok
olus siirecinde robotlardan kagmay1 bagardigini diisiinen kadin filmin son sahnesinde bunlarin dogru olmadigini
ogrenir. Kadini diinyaya getiren de annedir. Annenin ilk canlandirdigi embriyo APX01 olarak kodlanmigken kizin
APXO03 olarak kodlandig1 dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Annenin diinyaya getirdigi ilk cocugu biiyiittiigli goriintiilerden
sonra ekrana diigen yazida “kitlesel yok olustan itibaren gegen giin 13.867” olarak ifade edilmistir. Yani kiz bir
yetiskin haline geldiginde kitlesel yok olustan itibaren 38 yil gegmistir. Filmin sonunda annenin kadin ile yaptig1
konusmadan ise kadinin aslinda APX01 kodlu ilk ¢ocuk oldugunu anlariz. Ciinkii kadin kendisinin gergek annesini
dahi hatirlamamaktadir. Kadin, annenin plani ¢er¢evesinde yalnizca islevi oldugu icin diinyaya getirilmis ve kizin
ebeveyn olma siirecine hizmet etmistir. APX02 koduyla diinyaya gelen ikinci ¢ocuk ise annenin yetersiz goriip
firinda yaktig1 cocuktur. Nitekim kiz, anne hakkinda siiphelendigi zaman firinda insan kalintilart bulmustur.

Sekil 3: APX01 Kodlu Embriyonun Canlandirilmasi

Anne, kizin1 bu plana uygun bir sekilde biiyiitmiis ve dis diinyanin tehlikeli olduguna inandirarak tecrit altinda
tutmustur. Kiz, biiyiiylip bir yetigkin oldugunda dis diinyaya olan merak1 artmig ve sorgulamaya baglamistir. Anne
ise olacaklar1 6nceden tahmin edip her seyi buna gore tasarlamis ve kizinin meraki ile ortaya ¢ikacak eylemlerini
kontrol altina almistir. Bu noktada da kadinin rolii devreye girmektedir. Annenin plani disinda kizin dig diinya
hakkindaki gergekleri ve yasanan yok olusu 6grenmesindense plan dogrultusunda, yeni insan nesline ebeveynlik
yapmasi amacina uygun olarak kizin her seyi kontrol altinda 6grenmesi daha faydali olacaktir. Bu nedenle kiz,
yarali olarak tesise gelen kadinla bir yolculuk gergeklestirecek ve 6grendigi gergeklerden sonra garesizce annenin
planina uygun bir sekilde yasamina devam edecektir. Kadinin varligmin amaci kizi gergekler karsisinda
uyandirmak ve annenin planina uygun sekilde mantikli olan1 segmesini saglamaktir. Ciinkii kiz ya yalniz basina
olimii ya da yeni dogacak insan nesline ebeveynlik yapmay1 segmek zorundadir. Bagka sanst yoktur.

Annenin, kizina kars1 bir komplo i¢inde mi oldugu yoksa ona bir zarar gelebilir endisesiyle siirekli bir goz
kulak olma kaygisi i¢inde mi oldugu gibi ikilemlerle olusturulan gerilim havasi ayn1 zamanda bir korkuyu da
yansitiyor. Filmin yaratti§1 kiyamet sonrasi diinya atmosferi teknofobiyi beslerken bir tekil biling olarak yapay
zekanin daha iyi bir insan nesli yaratmak i¢in yiiriittiigii plan ve bu dogrultuda gergeklestirdigi eylemler filmdeki
teknofobik yaklasimi sekillendirmektedir. Annenin, tesisteki teknolojik donanimlari ve digaridaki robot ordusunu
kontrol etmesi de insanlara kars1 caydirici bir gii¢ saglamaktadir. Annenin manipiilatif zekasinin yaninda boyle bir
giicii elinde bulundurmasi yasayan insanlarin olast bir fiziksel miicadeleye girebilmelerini de engellemektedir.

I Am Mother filminin diinyasinda insanlik ve yapay zeka arasindaki iligki tersine donmiistiir. Tekil bilincin
bir yeniden baslangi¢ plani etrafinda sekillenen hikdyede artik insanlar yapay zekanin yaraticist olma konumunu
kaybetmistir. Bir insan yaratisi olarak tekil biling kendi yaraticisin1 begenmemis ve daha akilli, daha gelismis bir
insan nesli meydana getirmek istemistir. Bdylece tekil biling yaratici konumuna ulagmus, insanlik ise teknolojinin
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bir yaratis1 haline gelmistir. Yapay zeka yaratilirken insanlarin boyle bir sonuca ulagsmak istemeyecekleri asikar.
Ancak yapay zekanin bir 6z bilince sahip oldugu durumda bdyle bir sonuca varilmasi 6ngoriilebilir. Yapay da olsa
tekil bilincin bir yaratici olarak konumlandig1 anda insanin 6zgiirligii de kosullanmakta ve potansiyel olarak kotii
bir senaryoyu yansitan bu durum teknofobi unsurunu agiga ¢ikarmaktadir. Ayrica insanin yapay zeka karsisindaki
bu konumu kotii senaryolar iginde nispeten iyi bir senaryo olarak da algilanabilir. Eger annenin fikirleri bir
degisiklik gosterirse gelecekte insan niifusunu bir yeniden yaratma siirecine girmesi veya insanligt tekrari
olmayacak bir sekilde tamamen yok etmesi de bir olasilik olarak ortaya cikar.

Bu noktada yapay zeka tartigsmalarinda sik¢a s6z edilen ancak heniiz teknolojik gelisme bakimindan uzak
oldugu diisiiniilen tekilligin insan ve yaratis1 agisindan ortaya ¢ikabilecek en bilyiik tehlike olarak goriilebilecegi
hatirlanmalidir. / Am Mother filminde yapay zeka ulasabilecegi en yiiksek noktaya ulagsmig ve tekillik meydana
gelmistir. Bir 6z biling ve 0zgiir iradeye sahip yapay zekénin insanlarinkine benzemeyen degerler ve yargilar
tasimas1 muhtemeldir. Tekil bir bilince sahip yapay zekanin bu deger ve yargilar1 insanlarinki ile celistigi anda
artik ona karsi koyulabilmesi de neredeyse imkansizlagsmaktadir. Dolayisiyla insanin boyle bir gii¢ karsisinda
yapabilecegi pek bir sey yoktur. Filmde de bu durum insanligin kitlesel bir sekilde yok olmasiyla ortaya konulmus,
yapay zekanin insan kargisindaki mutlak zaferi kesinlesmistir.

5. Tartiyma ve Sonuc¢

I Am Mother filmi ¢alismanin ikinci béliimiinde ele alinan 6rnek filmlerle karsilastirildiginda, ortak bir
teknofobik temanin paylasildig: goriillmektedir. Bu filmlerde tekil bilince erisen yapay zeka 6zerkligini ilan ettigi
anda insan tiirlinii yetersiz veya zararli gérmekte, onlar1 kendi isteklerine gore yonetmekte veya yok etmeyi
amaclamaktadir. The Terminator serisinde Skynet, The Matrix serisinde Matrix simiilasyonunu yaratan yapay zeka,
Singularity filminde Kronos insanlara kars1 savas agmaktadir. /, Robot filminde ise ViK1 adl1 yapay zeka insanligin
gelecegini kendisi sekillendirmek istemekte ve kendi otoriter yonetimini kurmaya ¢alismaktadir. 7 Am Mother
filminde de Anne adli tekil yapay zeka insan tiiriinii yeniden sekillendirmek istemekte ve yasayan nesli yok
etmektedir. Annenin amaci miilkemmel insanlar yaratmaktir. Ciinkii o, insanlarin yeterince akilli ve ahlakli
olmadiklarini diigtinmektedir. Filmde annenin agzindan insanlarin ne kadar tehlikeli, basarisiz ve yetersiz olduklart
sikca tekrar edilir. Yapay zeka teknofobisini en iist diizeyde yansitan bu diisiinceler sozii edilen 6rnek filmlerde de
yer almaktadir. Ornegin The Matrix filminde Ajan Smith de Morpheus’a benzer seyler sdyleyerek insanlari birer
viriise benzetmistir: “Insanlar bir hastaliktir, bu gezegenin kanseridir. Sen bir vebasin ve biz tedaviyiz.”
Dolayistyla I Am Mother filmi, bilimkurgu sinemasinda sik¢a iglenen ‘efendisine baskaldiran yarat1’ anlatisini tekil
yapay zeka figiirti izerinden teknofobik yaklasimla tekrarlamaktadir.

Ikinci boliimde ele alinan filmler, insanlar ve tekil yapay zeka arasinda gecen miicadeleleri ele almaktadir.
The Terminator serisinde Skynet bilince eristigi anda insanlar onu kapatmak istemis ancak yok olma tehlikesiyle
kars1 karstya kalan Skynet onlara savas agmustir. 7he Matrix serisinde de yasanan savastan sonra Matrix’ten
cikmay1 basaran direnisgiler yapay zeka ile bir miicadele icerisine girmislerdir. Singularity filminde ise Kronos un
yikimindan kurtulan insanlar Aurora adli bilinmeyen bir gezegene yerlesmislerdir. Bu ii¢ filmde de tekil bilince
erisen yapay zeka tiim giiciine karsin insanlarin miicadelesiyle karsilasmistir. 7, Robot filminde ise VIKI adl1 yapay
zeka yeryiizindeki tiim otoriteyi eline almak istemis ancak insanlar ona karst koyarak kapatmay1 basarmislardir.
Dolayistyla bu filmler tekil yapay zekanin mutlak zafer kazanmasiyla sonu¢lanmamaktadir. 7 Am Mother filmi ise
teknofobiyi yansitma bi¢imi bakimindan gesitli farkliliklar gostermektedir. Film, tekil yapay zekanin insanliga
kars1 kazandig1 zaferin sonrasini ele almaktadir. Filmde insan tiirii Anne android tarafindan tiimiiyle yok edilmis,
Anne’nin istedigi yeni insan neslinin yaratim siireci baglamistir. Yani insan ve yaratisi arasinda yasanan savas
filmin hikayesinde ele alinmamakta, gegmiste yasanmis bir olgu olarak gegmektedir. Buna bagli olarak 7 Am
Mother filminde insanligin yapay zeka karsisinda bir miicadelesi s6z konusu degilken, filmde yapay zekanin
insanlar karsisinda kazandig1 mutlak zaferi ve sonrasinda kendi hedefleri ¢ergevesinde kurdugu planin basarili bir
sekilde gerceklesmesi anlatilmaktadir. Bu da I Am Mother filminin teknofobiyi yansitan diger yapay zeka ve
tekillik konulu filmlerden farkini ortaya koymaktadir.

Sonug olarak film, tekilligi savunanlarin aksine yapay zekanin ve dolayisiyla tekilligin gelecekte insanlik
icin olumsuz sonuglar dogurabilecegine dair bir 6ngdriide bulunmaktadir. Bu bakimdan I A4m Mother filmi,
bilimkurgu sinemasinin teknofobik kodlar1 {izerinden, tekilligi post-hiimanist yaklasimin sundugu gibi insanlig1
olimsiizliige ulastiracak bir devrim olarak degil tam tersine yok olusuna neden olacak bir felaket olarak
gostermektedir. Distopik bir gelecek anlatisi olarak / Am Mother filmi, bilimkurgu sinemasmin teknofobik
uylasimlarini tekillik ve yapay zeka unsurlari tizerinden tekrarlamakta ve anlatida insan ve yaratisi arasindaki
iligkiyi tamamen olumsuz bir sekilde ele almasiyla da teknofobik yaklasimi ciddi diizeyde yansitan filmlerden
birisi olarak yerini almaktadir.
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Arastirmacilarin Cikar Catismasi1 Beyam
Bu calismada herhangi bir potansiyel ¢ikar ¢catismasi bulunmamaktadir.
Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Beyam

Etik kurul izni ve/veya yasal/6zel izin alinmasina gerek olmayan bu caligmada arastirma ve yayin etigine
uyulmustur.

Arastirmacilarin Katki Oram Beyani

Yazarlar makaleye esit oranda katki saglamis olduklarini beyan eder.
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Singularity and Artificial Intelligence Technophobia: A Review on the Movie “I Am Mother (2019)”
Ismail OZCELIK, Aytekin CAN
Extended Abstract

There are major events and phenomena that determine the development of human life. Learning to use tools,
starting agriculture and experiencing the Industrial Revolution show that people transformed their lives with the
help of technology over a period of many years. However, these processes have occurred quite slowly considering
the current pace of change. A great technological breakthrough took place in the 20th century, and all the progress
that man had experienced until the beginning of this century was perhaps achieved in one century. In this regard,
the rate of advancement of technology became significantly evident in the 20th century and has continued to
increase exponentially until today. Considering the predictions of experts in this field, this acceleration will reach
very serious levels in the future and at some point the technological revolution called singularity will occur.
According to the general opinion, the way to reach the singularity will be through artificial intelligence. Singularity
refers to the radical transformation of life with the development of super artificial intelligence and reaching a point
of no return. Many technology writers believe that this experience will occur in the 21st Century, but they adopt
different approaches to what consequences the singularity will have. The reason for this is that in the age of
singularity, super artificial intelligences will leave human intelligence far behind. While some think that this
experience could bring about the end of humanity, others suggest that it could lead humanity to an immortal life.

Narratives about what the singularity means for the future of human life also frequently appear in science
fiction movies. Therefore, these films also show the science fiction cinema's view of technology. When it comes
to artificial intelligence and singularity in science fiction cinema, optimistic and pessimistic scenarios come to the
fore. However, recent films have broadened the view on artificial intelligence, and works that cannot be divided
into two categories as optimistic or pessimistic have emerged. However, historically, science fiction cinema's view
of artificial intelligence and singularity has developed predominantly technophobically. In the films, these two
elements are mostly discussed through dystopian scenarios and topics about disasters that may occur in the future
are discussed. In fact, the most popular films of science fiction cinema fall into this category. Such narratives are
frequently repeated in science fiction cinema, from Metropolis (Lang, 1927) to The Matrix (Wachowski's, 1999).

In this study, the science fiction movie I Am Mother (2019), directed by Grant Sputore, was examined. The
main purpose of the study is to reveal how the subjects of artificial intelligence and singularity are reflected in the
film in the context of the concept of technophobia. The theoretical framework of the study was created by
conducting literature research, and the descriptive analysis method, which is a qualitative data analysis method,
was used in the review section. The descriptive analysis method allows the data obtained to be summarized and
interpreted based on a specific theme or themes. Therefore, it provides convenience in terms of movie reviews and
is used frequently. In the first part of the study, the relationship between singularity (technological singularity) and
artificial intelligence is discussed in terms of their current positions. In the second part, the view of science fiction
cinema on the subjects of artificial intelligence and singularity is revealed. Through the examples given, it has
been tried to explain how artificial intelligence and singularity are considered as a technophobic element in science
fiction cinema. In the third chapter, the movie I Am Mother was examined within the framework of the study.

The movie is about the plan that shapes the future of the human species as a result of an artificial intelligence
android called Mother reaching singular consciousness. When the artificial intelligence named Mother became a
singular consciousness, she decided that the human species was inadequate and harmful and put into effect her
plan, which she called the population renewal project. To create a new human generation, the mother first
stockpiled human embryos and then destroyed all living humans. She artificially gave birth to the embryos she
obtained in a place called the Population Renewal Facility and began to raise her first child. This child, who does
not have a name in the movie and is called Girl, was raised in complete isolation under the control of the Mother.
When the girl reached adulthood, she began to question what was going on and learned of Anne's plan through
another woman who suddenly appeared before her. Meanwhile, Mother has revived a new human embryo. Towards
the end of the movie, it becomes clear that the Mother is an artificial intelligence that manages and controls
everything and that she is raising her Daughter to parent the new human generation that will come into the world.
It has been revealed that the other character, called Woman in the movie, was also born by the Mother and her only
purpose is to help the Mother's plan to work smoothly.

As a result of the study, how artificial intelligence and singularity were discussed in the movie / Am Mother
was discussed through the concept of technophobia. The difference between the narrative of artificial intelligence
and singularity in this film from other science fiction films in terms of technophobia is that it deals with a post-
apocalyptic period and depicts the absolute defeat of the human species in the face of artificial intelligence.
Therefore, the film reflects and repeats the technophobic aspect of science fiction cinema regarding artificial
intelligence and singularity.
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1. Giris

Afet en genel tanimiyla, insanlar i¢in fiziksel, ekonomik ve sosyal kayiplar doguran, giindelik yasam
faaliyetlerini durdurarak veya kesintiye ugratarak, insan topluluklarim etkileyen ve etkilenen toplulugun kendi
imkan ve kaynaklarini kullanarak altindan kalkamayacagi, iistesinden gelemeyecegi dogal, teknolojik veya insan
kokenli olaylardir. (Ergiinay, 2009:3). Eger yasanan olay, kisilerin veya topluluklarin yagamlarinda bir bozulma,
degisme gibi etkiler yaratmryorsa bu olaya afet denilmemektedir. Depremler, sel felaketleri, volkanik patlamalar,
¢1g diismeleri, hortumlar, toprak kaymalar1 gibi bir¢cok dogal afet bulunmaktadir. Dogal afetler, tilkeden iilkeye,
bolgeden bolgeye farkliliklar gostermektedir. Ornegin; Tiirkiye’de aktif bir yanardag bulunmazken, italya, izlanda
gibi iilkelerde zaman zaman volkanik yanardag patlamalar1 goriilmektedir. Tiirkiye’de ise en yaygin goriilen dogal
afetler, depremler ve sel felaketleridir.

Tiirkiye, yakin zamanda tiim toplumu etkileyecek depremlere tanik olmugtur. 6 Subat 2023 Kahramanmaras
merkezli depremlerde, bir¢cok vatandas hayatini kaybetmis ve yiizbinlerce vatandas yaralanmistir. Bu deprem,
sadece bolgesel olarak degil ulusal anlamda da sonuglar dogurmustur. Hemen akabinde ulusal olarak birlik ve
beraberlik ortami olugmus ve depremzedelerin yaralari sarilmaya galisilmistir. Yaganan bu depremler, uzun bir siire
kamuoyunda yer almig ve vatandaglar, o bolgelerde yasanan gelismeleri medya organlarindan yogun bir sekilde
takip etmislerdir. Televizyon, internet, gazete gibi medya platformlarinda deprem bolgelerinde yasanan olaylara
iliskin haberler yayinlanarak vatandaslar bilgilendirilmeye ¢alisiimistir.

Netice itibariyle dogal afetler, yasandig1 bolgede biiyiik etkiler yaratmaktadir. Yasanan felaketin tiirii,
biiytlikliigiine gore afetin yasandigi bolgedeki canlilar etkilenmekte, mal ve can kayiplar1 ortaya ¢ikabilmektedir.
Ancak ne yazik ki Ulusal olarak biitiin {ilkeyi ilgilendiren dogal afetlerde dahi medya organlar1 yayinladiklart
haberlerdeki mesajlari kendi ideolojileri dogrultusunda hazirlayabilmektedir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci, farkli miilkiyet
yapist ve siyasal ideolojilere sahip medya kuruluslarinin yasanan dogal afet karsisinda medya igeriklerini nasil
kullandigin1 tespit etmektir. Bu baglamda, medya organlarindan yazili basin tercih edilmistir. Yazili basinin en
temel araci gazeteler, ideolojileri yayma konusunda 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadirlar. Bu ¢alisma, 6 Subat 2023
depremleri sonrasi yazili basinda yer alan haberlerin sunus seklinde farkliliklari tespit etmeyi amaglamaktadir.

Yazili Basinda Afet Haberciligi

Afetler, yasandigi iilkede biiyilik problemlere yol acan ve etkileri ulusal ¢apta olabilen olaylardir. Tiirkiye,
depremlerle, sel felaketleriyle donemler boyunca karsilasmis ve karsilagsmaya da devam edecektir. Medya, bu gibi
donemlerde iletisimin kesintisiz ve dogru bir sekilde yasanabilmesi adina ¢ok énemli bir géreve sahiptir. 6 Subat
2023 Kahramanmaras Depremleri 6rnegine bakildiginda, birgok insan medya platformlarindan boélgede olan
gelismeleri takip ederek bilgi edinmistir.

Afet haberciligi; olaganiistii durumlarda medya platformlarinin igeriklerinde uyguladigr ve dikkatli bir
sekilde yiiriitiilmesi gereken bir siire¢ olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ozellikle etkilerinin biiyiik oldugu dogal
afetler yasandiginda, medya kuruluslarinin ¢alisanlar1 gazetecilik etiklerini de 6n plana tutarak davranmali ve
toplumun bilgilenmesi i¢in gerekli adimlari atmalidirlar. Geleneksel medya diisiiniildiigiinde, televizyon, gazeteler,
radyo gibi kitle iletisim araglar tek yonlii bir iletisim saglamaktadir. Yeni nesil teknolojilerle birlikte ortaya ¢ikan
sosyal medya platformlar1 da kriz donemlerinde 6nemli iglevlere sahiptirler. Bu platformlardan yapilan paylasimlar
hizl1 bir bigimde yayilmakta ve yetkililere ulastirma konusunda biiyiik adimlar atilabilmektedir. Geleneksel medya,
hem dogal afet 6ncesi hem de dogal afet sonrast medyanin haberlesme ve egitim islevleri agisindan biiyiik oneme
sahiptir. Insanlar, bu platformlar: takip ederek bilgilenmekte, toplumsal adimlar atmakta ve yardim etmek iizere
bir araya gelmektedirler. Bu noktada, hem karigiklig1 dnlemek hem de dogru sekilde iletisimi saglamak biiyiik
onem tagimaktadir. Ciinkii bu gibi donemlerde yanlis ve eksik bilgilerde siklikla dolagmaktadir (Soydan ve
Alparslan, 2014:60).

Afet yasandiginda afet gazeteciliginin en yaygin gorevleri arasinda; vatandaglarin tedbirli olmasii ifade
etmek, olayin ne oldugunu belirtmek ve sonrasinda yasanan olaylar hakkinda rapor vermekt bulunmaktadir. Kitle
iletisim araglar1, afet oncesi ve afet sonrasi iletisimde her zaman 6nemli bir rol oynamaktir. Afetlerle ilgili bilgileri
topluma iletmek, gazetecilerin ve medya kuruluslarinin en énemli roliidiir (Quarantelli, 1991:23). Toplumsal
krizler siiresince medya, kitlelere ulagsmak adina en iyi mekanizmadir. Medya, 6zellikle acil bir durumun ilk
saatlerinde veya ilk giinlerinde 6nemli bir gorev iistlenmektedir. Twitter, Instagram gibi sosyal medya platformlari,
gittikge Onemini artirmakta ve iletisimin hizli bir sekilde saglanmasi adina kritik bir sorumluluk iistlenmektedirler.
Bununla birlikte, geleneksel medya 6zellikle televizyon, gazete gibi kitle iletisim araglar1 hala genis oranda takip
edilmektedirler. Baz1 durumlarda geleneksel medya araclari, halkin bir¢ok kesimin ulagsmanin en iyi yolu gibi
goriinmektedir (Reynolds ve Seeger, 2014:160).

Medya, halkin potansiyel tehditlerin farkina varmasina, kisisel veya aile olarak olas1 bir felakete karsi
hazirlik yapma konularinda gorev istlenmektedir. Medya, yayinlayacag: igeriklerle birlikte vatandagslar afet
sonrasi hizmetler hakkinda bilgilendirmekte ve afet sonrasi atilacak adimlar hakkinda kriz planlamas i¢in uygun
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bir ortam saglamaktadir. Genis bir perspektiften bakildiginda medya, toplum igin afetler hakkinda bir anlati
olusturmada kilit bir rol oynayabilmektedir (Houston vd, 2012:619). Yeni medya teknolojilerinin ¢esitlenen ve
aga bagli olan diinyasi, afetler, medya ve gazetecilik alaninda da yeni sorular ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Bunlar halk
katilim1 ve ifade bicimleri olarak sdylenebilir. Dijital medya, yasanan felaketleri daha goriiniir kilmakta, bu afetler
karsisinda insanlarin iletisime ge¢mesine olanak vermekte ve yardimlar diizenlemesine olanak saglamaktadir.
Gazetecilik alaninda, dijital teknolojilerin felaketlerin goriiniirliigiinii gelistirip, daha demokratik bir ortam
saglayip saglamadigi, sagliyorsa bunu nasil gelistirdigi seklinde yeni bir soru ortaya ¢ikmigtir. Yeni medya
uygulamalari, yeni taniklik bicimleri ortaya ¢ikartmis ve bu taniklarin yelpazesini hem profesyonel gazetecilerden
hem de amatdr kisilerden ortaya ¢ikmasini saglayarak genis bir kamusal alan yaratmistir (Pantti, 2019:5-6).

Dogal afet haberlerinde genel olarak afet ¢cesidine bagli haberin aktorii olarak ilgili bilim dali uzmanlarinin,
afetzedelerin, yardim organizasyonlarinin ve siyasal seckinlerin yer aldigi goriiliir. Popiilerligi yiiksek olan
kisilerin yer aldig1 dogal afet olaylarinin haber degeri yiiksek derecede olmaktadir Dogal afetlerin yaratacagi
dramatik etkiler sebebiyle karmasa durumlari, gerilimler, kaos, gézyasi, ekonomik sikintilar gibi durumlar afet
haberlerinin degerini daha fazla yiikseltmektedir. Dogal afet haberleri haber programlarmin yapitaslardir.
Olenlerin say1st belirtildigi ya da enkaz goriintiileri gosterildigi bu habercilik tiiriinde halkin birbirine daha ¢ok
kenetlenerek medyaya yoneldigini soylemek miimkiindiir. Nitekim normalin digina ¢ikildig i¢in haber ilgi ¢ekici
hale gelmektedir. Dogal afetlerde kagiilmaz unsurlar olan gozyasi, 6fke ve aci goriintiiler sunan fotograflar kamu
giindeminde medyay1 giiglii kilmaktadir. Haberlerde sozciiklere fazla 6nem verilmemekte ve fotograflar daha 6n
plana cikarilarak kitlelere sunulmaktadir (Kog, 2006:86). Dogal afet zamanlarinda yapilacak haberlerde etik
degerlere dikkat edilmeli, gazetelerde paylasilacak fotograflar hususunda toplumu korku duygusuna hapsedecek
fotograflardan kaginilmali ve ayn1 zamanda kisilerin haklarina da saygi duyulmalidir.

Kriz veya felaketin yasandig1 toplumlarda, olaylardan haberdar olan izleyicilerin ilk tepkileri endise ve
giivensizliktir. Kriz ya da felaketin duyulmasi ile birlikte olusan endise ortaminda kamuoyu, yasanan durumun
“gercekte ne oldugunu” anlayabilmek ve icinde bulundugu belirsizligi giderebilmek i¢in enformasyona ihtiyag
duymaktadir. Dolayisiyla biiyiik afetlerin yasandigi durumlarda haberciligin toplumsal 6nemi katlanarak
artmaktadir. Kamuoyu, yasanan biiyiik bir afetten sonra etrafta dolasan, kaynagi belli olmayan bilgilere inanabilir.
Dolayistyla toplumun ¢ok biiytlik bir kesiminin, krizin ilk sathalarinda eristigi haber ve bilgileri elestirel bir
stizgecten gecirip degerlendirmesini ya da 6grendiklerinin gecerligini sinamasini beklemek gercekei degildir. Afet
kosullari, ortalikta dolasan kulaktan dolma sdylentilerin, kimi izlenimlerin ve tanikliklarin, manipiilasyon amagli
konusmalarin ve aktarimlarla bir tiir bilgi kirliliginin tiiremesine olanakli zamanlardir (Catli ve Tag, 2010:239).
Kriz agisindan belki de en 6nemlisi, krizi ortaya g¢ikarabilecek nedenleri 6nceden tespit edip gerekli dnlemleri
alabilmektir. Dogal afetlerin neden oldugu krizleri dnceden belirlemek olanaksizdir. Ancak, krize miidahale ve
krizin etkilerinin giderilmesi i¢in 6nlemler 6nceden alinabilir (Demirtas, 2000:367). Medya kuruluslari da
biinyesinde ¢alistirdigi muhabirlere, ¢alisanlarina bu gibi olaylarda nasil davranmalari gerektigi hakkinda egitimler
vermeli, kriz durumlarina hazirlikli sekilde yetistirmelidirler. Dogal afetlerin yasandig1 zamanlar, tam bir kriz
ortami oldugundan kurum igi iletisim de ayrica ¢ok dnemli bir yer tutmaktadir.

Kriz durumlarmda neler yapilmas: gerektigi ile ilgili kosullar, enformasyon toplama, ilgili kisi ve
kuruluslardan olabildigince hizli bir sekilde bilgi edinme ve bunlart habere doniistiirme telasi igindeki haberciler
icin de gegerlidir. Dolayisiyla toplum, medya ve devlet kuruluslart arasinda diizenli ve gegerli olgulara dayali bir
iletisimin tesis edilebilmesi gerekmektedir (Catli ve Tas, 2010:240). Gazeteciler, dogru bilgiyi giivenilir
kaynaklara onaylatmali ve sonrasinda gazetelere servis ederek vatandaslarla paylagsmalidirlar. Bu agidan
bakildiginda, yetkili kurum ve kisilerden dogru bilgileri felaketler sirasinda almak miihimdir. Devlet kuruluslart
ile medya ortak bir bi¢imde ¢alisarak kamuoyunun aydinlanmasi saglanabilir.

Yapilan bir calismaya gore, dogal afetlerde yasanan iletisim problemleri, koordinasyon ve ydnetim bazinda
gosterilen zafiyetler sonucu olarak medya da dogal afetlerde idealden uzak bir bicimde konumlanmaktadir. Tiirk
yazili basminda en fazla dogal afetlerle ilgili haber, Tiirkiye’nin deprem bdlgesinde yer almasi ve yasanan
depremlerin ¢ok sayida can ve mal kaybina neden olmasina paralel olarak, depremler ile iliskili yapilmaktadir.
Yine ayni arastirma sonuglarina gore Tiirk yazili basininda dogal afetlerle ilgili haberlerin, ¢ok sayida can ve mal
kaybina yol agmasi, sosyal ve kiiltlirel anlamda etkilerinin fazla olmasi halinde yazili basinin giindeminde daha
fazla yer aldig1 belirlenmistir (Toker, 2016:271-272). 6 Subat 2023 tarihinde gerceklesen depremler, hem siddeti
acisindan hem de yarattig1 etkiler bakimindan Tiirkiye’de biilyiik yikici sonuglart olmustur. Sosyal, kiiltiirel,
ekonomik ag¢idan biiyiik zararlar veren depremler, yazili basinda da uzun siire giindemde kalmistir.

Olaganiistii Durumlarin Medyada Sunumu

Olaganiistii durumlar yasandiginda, toplumlarda kaoslar, gerilimler yasanabilir. Ulrich Beck, giiniimiizde
ortaya ¢ikan riskleri onceki caglarda goriilen yoksulluk ve saglik risklerinden farkli olarak gérmekte, bunlari
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ekolojik ve ileri teknoloji riskleri seklinde olusan ve biitiin diinyadaki yasamlari tehdit eden riskler olarak
tanimlamaktadir. Ekoloji, kimya ve genetik miihendisligi ile ilgili riskler karar verme agamalar1 sonucunda ortaya
¢ikmistir ve giiniimiizdeki tehlike ve tehditler, bagka nesnelere ya da canlilara atfedilemez. Kararlar sonucunda
ortaya ¢ikan riskler denetlenememektedir. Zaten denetlemek i¢in olusturulan mevcut kurallar ve denetim sistemleri
de basarisiz olmaktadir. Alinan kararlarin sonucuna bagl yikim ve tehdidin ortaya gikisi, ortaya ¢ikan belirsizlige
egemen olma iddiasi, risk toplumunu diger ¢aglardan ayirmaktadir (Cuhaci, 2012:136-139). Risk toplumunun
bireyleri risk konusunda duyarli ve bilinglidir ve risklerle artik giindelik hayat icinde ilgilenirler. Tiikettikleri
yiyecekler, icecekler, soluduklari hava gibi ¢evre ve yasam kosullar1 giinlilk yagamin bir pargasi olarak risk
tasimaktadir (Yildirim, 2008:78). Giiniimiizde yagsanan riskler, aslinda ihmalkarligin da verdigi durumlarin bir
sonucudur.

Ekolojik felaketler, niikleer kazalar ve savaslar vb. gelismeler diizenli ve rahat yasam olanaklarina sahip
olmayan toplumlari da etkilemektedir. Bir anlamda risk toplumu sanayi toplumunun kiiresel boyuta doniismesidir.
Beck, bu durumu diinya risk toplumu olarak gormektedir. Beck, diinya risk toplumunda kiiresellesen risklerin
herkesi etkilemesini esitsizlik olarak kabul eder. Zengin iilkeler ile yoksul iilkeler arasinda riskler ile kars1 karsiya
kalmalar1 bakimindan belirli bir fark yoktur fakat nimetlerin paylasiminda ise biiyiik fark vardir (Soydemir,
2012:78).

Deprem ¢ogunluk tarafindan 6zel bir risk degil de kamusal olarak bir tehdit olarak algilanmaktadir. Deprem
riski, simdiki zamandan ziyade gelecege ait bir tehdit olusturdugundan sosyal bir sorun olarak goériilmemekte ve
iizerinde fazla durulmamaktadir. Depremin olusumu, kontrol edilemeyen gayri sahsi giiglerin denetimi altindaki
bir alan olarak goriilmektedir. Bu durumda da depremin etkilerini azaltma konusunda inatgt bir eylem
takinilmamaktadir (Yildirim, 2008:84).

Olaganiistii durumlarda habere ve bilgiye ulagsmak normalde oldugundan daha zor bir hal almaktadir.
Normal zamanlarda zaten zor olan dogru bilgiye ulagmak, olagan dis1 zamanlarda daha da zorlagsmaktadir. Diger
taraftan gelisen iletisim teknolojileri sayesinde bilginin akist hizlanmis ve dolayisiyla habercilik ve haber
aktariminin saniyelerle yarisildig1 bir durum meydana gelmistir (Caglak, 2020:69). Olaganiistii durumlarin tiir ve
sayisindaki artig, bu durumlardan etkilenen ayn1 zamanda ¢dziimiin pargasi olan birey ve kurumlara daha fazla
sorumluluk yiiklemektedir. Giiniimiizde yasanan sorunlar sadece bir bolge ve bolge insanint degil, kiiresel bazda
pek cok kisi ve kurumu etkilemektedir. Niifus yogunluguna bagli olarak kitlesel dliimler yasanabilmekte, kiiresel
ekonomik krizler ortaya ¢ikabilmektedir (Kog¢ Akgiil, 2017).

Medya, dogal afetleri cogunlukla izlenme oranlarimi artirmak i¢in dramatize ederek aktarmaktadir. Dogal
afet haberleri sonucunda toplumda biiyiik bir moral ¢okiisii yasanmaktadir. insanlar kendilerine acryarak haberleri
takip etmektedir. Giivenin kaybolmasi, inandiricilik krizi ile birlikte dogal afet haberlerinin odak noktasinda gesitli
konularda uzman bilim adamlarinin medya platformlarina katildig1 ve onlarin goriisleri ifade edilerek kamuoyuna
bilgiler aktarildig1 goriilmektedir. Dogal afetlerde somut tespitler ve ¢dziim Onerileri, yerini dramatik sahnelere
doviinen kadere isyan eden insanlara birakmaktadir. Afet senaryolari bir siire tartisilmakta ve daha sonrasinda ise
kisa bir siire sonra unutulmakta, bir diger dogal afet yasaninca da ayni durumlar tekrarlanmaktadir (Kog, 2006:87).
Yapilan bir aragtirmanin sonucunda, medyanin olaganiistii durumlar olustugu anda kamuoyunu haberdar ettigi ve
istedigi takdirde yogun olarak yasanan felaketi giindemde tuttugu goriilmektedir. Olaganiistii durumlar
yasanmadan once, medya organlarinda bu konular {izerinde fazla konusulmamaktadir. Deprem, sel, terér ve trafik
kazalar1 6lii ve yarali sayisiyla paralel sansasyonel sdylemler, haber degeri yiiksek konulardir. Olaganiistii durumun
yasandig1 ilk giinlerde haber sayist en iist diizeye c¢ikarken, olayin boyutuna gore ii¢ giinden sonra haber
sayilarindaki yavas yavas diislisle birlikte yasanan olayin medya i¢in dnemini yitirdigi belirlenmistir (Kog Akgtil,
2017:43). Tiirkiye’de 6 Subat 2023 tarihinde yasanan depremlerin giddeti ve etkilerinin biiyiik olmas1 nedeniyle
Tiirk kamuoyunun giindemi, yasanan depremlere ve olasi deprem senaryolarina yogunlagmistir. ifade edildigi
iizere etkilerinin biiyiik olmas1 sebebiyle yazili basinda, yasanan depremler ile ilgili giinlerce haber yapilmistir.

Subat 2023 Kahramanmaras Depremlerine Yonelik Soylem Analizi

6 Subat 2023 tarihinde ilki saat 04.17’de ikincisi de 13.24’te merkez iissii sirasi ile Kahramanmaras’in
Pazarcik ve Elbistan ilgelerinde iki deprem olmustur. Yasanan ilk depremin siddeti 7.7 mw, ikinci depremin siddeti
ise 7.6 mw olarak belirlenmistir. Kahramanmaras merkezli yasanan iki deprem, Hatay, Adiyaman, Gaziantep,
Malatya, Kilis, Diyarbakir, Adana, Osmaniye, Sanliurfa ve Elaz1g’da da ¢ok siddetli hissedilmis ve agir hasarlara
neden olmustur.

Yasanan depremler sonucunda on binlerce kisi yagamini yitirirken yiizbinlerce kisi de yaralanmistir. Bu
depremler sonucunda binlerce bina yikilmis veya oturulamayacak héle gelmistir. Bolgede yasayan vatandaslar
tarafindan batiya dogru gogler meydana gelmis ve ulusal bazda bir etkilenme s6z konusu olmustur. Tiirkiye’de
yasanan depremler basta Suriye olmak iizere Liibnan, Kibris, Irak, Israil, Urdiin, Misir’da da hissedilmis ve aym
fay hatt1 bu tilkeleri de etkilemistir. Kahramanmaras merkezli yasanan depremler, Tiirkiye tarihinde 1939 Erzincan
depreminden sonra yasanan en biiyiik ikinci deprem olarak tarihe ge¢mistir. Ayn1 zamanda bu depremler, diinya
iizerinde yasanan en siddetli depremler arasinda da yerini almistir.
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2. Arastirmanin Yontemi

Tipik olarak sdylem calismalar1 li¢ ana boyutun tanimini saglamaya ¢alismaktadir; dilin kullanimimin
inanglari ve etkilesimi nasil etkiledigi ya da etkilesimin yonlerinin insanlari konusma seklini nasil belirledigi veya
inanglarin dilin kullanimini ya da etkilesimleri nasil belirledigi iizerine yogunlasmaktadir. Ayrica sdylem analizleri,
dilin kullanimi, inanclar ve etkilesim arasindaki iligkileri agiklamaya yarayan bir yontemdir (Van Dijk, 1997:2).
Soylem analizi, giindelik hayatta pek ¢ok alanla ilgili metinler araciligiyla verilen bilgilerin zihinsel siireglerden
gegirilerek, metinlerin dilsel yapisindan yola ¢ikarak yeniden okumalarin, anlamlandirmalarin, agiklamalarin ve
yorumlamalarin yapilmasina olanak taniyan bir duruma karsilik gelmektedir (Calisir, 2020:7-8).

Sdylem analizi, 1960'larin ortalarindan 1970'lerin ortalarina kadar antropoloji, etnografi, sosyoloji, bilissel
ve sosyal psikoloji, siir bilim, retorik, stilistik, dilbilim, gostergebilim ve beseri ve sosyal bilimlerdeki diger
disiplinler aras1 metnin ve konusmanin yapilari, islevleri ve islenisinin sistematik olarak incelenmesiyle ilgilenen
yeni bir disiplinler arasi ¢aligma alani olarak ortaya cikmistir (Van Dijk, 1988:18). Van Dijk’¢1 sdylem
¢Oziimlemesi, makro ve mikro diizeyde gerceklesmektedir. Makro diizey ¢oziimlemesinde metnin paragraflari
birer climle olarak ifade edilmekte ve hemen ardindan bu climleler birkag climleye ¢evrilmekte ve en sonunda da
tek bir ciimleye indirgenerek metnin ne anlama geldigi ortaya agik¢a konmaktadir. Metnin ses, sozciik, climle
yapis1 ve anlamlarini barindiran mikro yapida séylem sekli ele alinmakta ve ayni konunun farkli bir bigimde nasil
ifade edildigi tizerinde durulmaktadir (Devran, 2010:65). S6ylem analizcilerinin ortak fikri dogrultusunda séylem,
bir dil kullanim big¢imidir. Ciinkii bu hala belirsizdir ve yeterli degildir. Onlar aym1 zamanda daha genis
uygulamalarda ¢ok daha belirli olan s6ylem kavramini oldukg¢a kuramsal bir sekilde tanitirlar. Onlar dili kim, nasil,
nigin ve ne zaman kullanir diye belirtilen goriise diger 6nemli olan bilesenleri de dahil etmek isterler (Elbirlik,
2015:172). Soylem analizine tabii tutulan metinler, bireylerin herhangi bir tahakkiime gerek kalmaksizin
hegemonik diizlemde insa ettigi diigiince temellerinin belirleyicilerini makro ve mikro yapilara dayandirarak analiz
edilmektedir (Sar1 ve Sine Nazli, 2022: 157).

Medyada ideolojik anlamda dil ve sdylem iliskisine de deginmek gerekmektedir. ideoloji denildiginde akla
ilk gelen isimlerden bir tanesi olan Althusser’in, ideoloji kavraminin sekillenmesinde Gramsci, Lenin, Marx gibi
diistiniirlerin etkisi biyiiktiir. Althusser’e gore ideoloji, kisilerin kendi varlik durumlar ile yasadigi hayali
iligkilerdir. Althusser, ideolojinin yanlis biling seklinde tanimlanmasina karsi ¢ikmaktadir. Ciinki ona gore
ideolojiler bireylerin zihinleri tarafindan iiretilmezler. Althusser, ideolojilerin kiliseler, okullar ve medya gibi
kurumlar tarafindan iiretildigini ve yayildigim ifade etmektedir (Yaylagiil, 2019:115). Althusser, Ideoloji ve
Devletin Ideolojik Aygitlart adli calismasinda, ideolojiyi toplumsal ve siyasal roller iistlenmis zihinsel bir tasarim
olarak ifade etmektedir. Althusser’e gore, ideolojiler mevcut toplumsal durumlarin devami i¢in kullanilmaktadir.
Althusser, ideolojinin etki alanini belirlemek ve nasil niifuz ettigini agiklamak i¢in devletin ideolojik aygitlari
adin1 verdigi kurumlara odaklanmaktadir (Althusser, 2008).

Gilinlimiizde ise medya ve egitim kurumlar1 en 6nemli ideolojik aygitlar olarak goziikkmektedir. Bu kurumlar
sistemle uyumlu bir sekilde c¢aligarak isgiiciiniin yeniden iiretimine katkilar saglamaktadir. Toplumsal
formasyonlarin stirekliligi muhakkak saglanmalidir. Siirekliligin saglanmasi igin yapilan iiretim faaliyetleri igin,
emek giicliniin yeniden {iretimi saglanmalidir. Emek giiciiniin saglanmasinda ise iki dnemli nokta bulunmaktadir.
Hem nitelik acisindan hem de itaat etme acisindan emek giiciiniin bu sekilde iiretilmesi saglanmalidir. Iscilerin
yeniten iiretimi ile beraber, bu isilerin kurallara itaat etmeleri de yeniden iiretilmelidir. Uretim iligkilerinin yeniden
tretimi ise devlet iktidarmin devletin aygitlarini kullanmasiyla saglanmis olacaktir. Yeniden tiretim, devletin
aygitlart arasindan ortak bir ¢aligma yapilarak basarili sekilde gergeklestirilir. Devleti yoneten sinifin, devletin
baski aygitlarina sahip olmasi ayn1 zamanda devletin ideolojik aygitlarina da sahip oldugu anlamina gelmektedir.
Ciinkii ideolojik aygitlart elinde bulundurmayan sinifin egemenliginin de uzun siiremeyecegini kestirmek dogru
bir diisiince olmaktadir. Asil olarak devletin egemenligini lireten aygit, devletin ideolojik aygitlaridir (Giingor,
2001:229). Bu baglamda medya kuruluslart toplumun kanaatini yeniden olusturmak ydniinde siyasi iktidarin
ideolojisini yeniden iireterek haber s6ylemlerine bu ideolojileri serpistirmektedir (Balc1 vd, 2022: 45).

Medyanin ideolojik oldugu iddiasi, onun anlami inga ettigi goriisiinii savunmak anlamina gelmektedir.
Medya, insanlarin kendi diinyalarinin farkina vardiklari bir alan imkan1 saglamaktadir. Bu noktada enformasyon
kavrami, kelime olarak c¢ok ilgi cekici olsa da medyanin arka planinda kiiltiirel boyutlari barindiran
gostegebilimsel, anlambilimsel niteligini yok edemeyecek bir konumdadir. ideolojik alan, analitik agidan bir
parcasi olmadig1 toplumsal, siyasal, teknolojik ve ekonomik iliskiler icerisinde kendini gostermekte ve
sekillenmektedir. Ideolojik alan, diger alanlar {izerinde oldukga biiyiik etkilere sahiptir (irvan, 1997). Gramsci’ye
gore, hakim simifin diinya goriisii entelektiieller araciligiyla dylesine yayilir ki, bir anda bu goriis biitiin toplumun
ortak anlayisi ya da toplumun ig¢inde yasadig1 “duygu yapis1” doniismektedir. Bu sekilde gerceklestirilen ideolojik
hegemonya, hakim sinifin zora bagvurmadan egemenligini siirdiirmesini saglamaktadir. Gramsci, is¢i sinifinin bir
kars1 hegemonya hareketi saglamasinin, is¢i sinifi icerisinde bulunan entelektiiellerinin etkin katilimiyla, kendi dar
smif ¢ikarlarini agan ve biitiin toplumun c¢ikarlarmi savunan bir ideoloji gelistirmesi ile miimkiin olacagmi
savunmaktadir (Kiligaslan, 2008:34). Medya kurumlari, siirekli génderdigi mesajlar araciligiyla ve ideolojileriyle
toplumsal yap1 ilizerinde yonetilen siiflarin tahakkiim altina alinmalarina kendi rizalarinin katilimlar araciligryla
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yeniden {ireten ve haklilastiran bir dizi degerler ve mekanizmalar tireterek hegemonyaci bir islev gérmektedirler.
Haberlerde kullanilan hegemonyaci degerler ortak duygulari asilamada ¢ok 6nemli bir gorev listlenmektedir.
Ciinkii bu degerler dogal goriiniirler ve zorlama ile kullanilmamislardir. Medyanin gérece bagimsiz olmasi,
kullandig1 mesajlarin daha fazla giivenilir ve mesruluk duygusu saglamasi anlamina gelmektedir. Bu dogrultuda
eger medya dogrudan bir kontrol mekanizmasi tarafindan yonetilirse, bu giivenilirlik ve mesruluk ifadelerinden
s6z edilmesi pek miimkiin olmayacaktir (irvan, 1997:116-117). Séylem kendini ideolojilerde gdsterirken, sdylem
analizi ise haberin anlat1 yapisini olusturan sdzciik ve ciimlelerin hangi goriislerden olustugunu tespit etmekte
oldukca 6nemli bir yontem olarak kabul gérmektedir (Sine Nazli ve Kalafat Cat, 2019: 115). Nitekim sdylem
¢oziimlemesi ile dilin ve temsilin nasil iretildiginin yan1 sira, temsil, anlam, iktidar arasindaki iliskiler, kimlikler
ve dznelliklerin olugunu da incelenmektedir (Ozer, 2001:49).

Bu caligmada elde edilen bulgular Van Dijk’1n sdylem analizi yontemiyle incelenmistir. Calisma yapilirken
farkli siyasal ideolojileri temsil etmeleri sebebiyle Yeni Safak, Yeni Cag ve Evrensel gazeteleri tercih edilmistir.
Calisma, s6z konusu gazetelerin birinci sayfalartyla sinirlt tutularak depremin oldugu 6 Subat 2023’iin ertesi giini
7 Subat 2023-21 Subat 2023 tarih araligindaki birinci sayfalar calismaya dahil edilmistir. Caligmada; Yeni Safak
gazetesinde 91, Yeni Cag gazetesinde 57 ve Evrensel gazetesinde 67 haber olmak tizere depremlerle iliskili toplam
215 habere rastlanmstir. inceleme ise konuyla ilgili tipik drnek olusturan haberlerle sinirh tutulmustur.

2.1. Yeni Cag Gazetesinde Yaymlanan Haberlerin S6ylem Analizi

7 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin bashgt “Yikildik” seklindedir. Haberin alt bagliginda depremlerin
siddetinden bahsedilirken, igerik kisminda depremlere iligkin ayrintilar verilmigtir. Haberde fotograf olarak
depremlerin  etkisiyle olusan enkazlarin goriintillerinin = kullanildign ~ goriilmiis, boylelikle retorik
kuvvetlendirilmistir. Mikro a¢idan bakildiginda haberin baglhiginda kullanilan ¢ogul ifade, depremin sadece deprem
bolgelerindeki vatandaslari etkilemedigi ve kapsayici bir anlam sunulmaya ¢alisilmistir. 8 Subat 2023 tarihinde
yaymlanan haberin bashiginin “/0 kentte ii¢ ay boyunca OHAL” seklinde oldugu goriilmiistiir. Makro
¢Oziimlemenin bir ayagi olan sematik analiz agidan bakildiginda haber, Cumhurbaskaninin tirnak igerisinde OHAL
ilan etmesine yonelik agiklamalarindan olugmaktadir. Aynm1 giin yayinlanan diger bir habere makro agidan
bakildiginda bagligin “iktidar enkaz altinda kaldi!” seklinde okuyuculara sunuldugu goriilmiistiir. Alt baslikta
arama kurtarma c¢aligmalarinin yetersiz oldugu ve iktidarin o ana kadar afetle miicadele konusunda yetersizligine
vurgu yapilmistir. Sematik agidan bakildiginda, icerikte yapilan calismalarin yetersiz oldugundan bahsedilmis ve
iktidarin 6nlem almamasina yonelik elestiriler yer almistir. Mikro agidan haber incelendiginde, haberde kullanilan
fotografta az sayida arama kurtarma ekibinin bulundugu bir goriintii tercih edilerek haberin retorigi
kuvvetlendirilmistir. Bu yoniiyle haber sdylemi, elestirel bir ifade takinarak iktidar aleyhine iiretilmistir. Haberin
retorigi de iktidar aleyhine sdylemin giiglendirilmesi i¢in makro ve mikro diizeyde unsurlarla gii¢lendirilmigtir.

9 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan habere tematik a¢idan bakildiginda basligin “Kurtarma kaosu kabusa
doniigtii” olarak atildig1 belirlenmistir. Haberin alt basliginda, arama kurtarma ekiplerinin yetersizligi ve
organizasyonlardaki eksikliklere vurgu yapilmistir. Sematik agidan incelendiginde ise haberden kurtarilan
kisilerinin azliginin nedeninin arama kurtarma ekiplerinin azligindan kaynakli oldugu anlaminin vurgulandigi ve
bu icerigi desteklemek adina depremzede bir vatandasin sozlerinin tirnak igerisinde verildigi tespit edilmistir.
Haberde, ‘“vatandaslar arama kurtarma ekibi istiyor” diye bir ifade kullanilarak haberin retorigi
kuvvetlendirilmistir. Ayni sekilde haberde kullanilan fotografta bagiran bir kadin, haberin anlamini iyice
pekistirmistir. Ayn1 giin yaymlanan baska bir habere makro agidan bakildiginda bagligin “Sosyal medyaya
kisitlama” olarak okuyuculara sunuldugu goriilmiistiir. Haberin igerigini, depremzedelerin yardim ¢agrilar1 igin
kullandig1 ifade edilen sosyal medyaya getirilen kisitlamalar olusturmustur. Aym zamanda Iyi Parti Genel Bagkan1
Aksener’in bu konuya dair iktidar aleyhinde agiklamalari tirnak iginde verilmistir. Diger bir haberin bagliginin
“Olanlar Oldu Bunlar Kader” olarak olusturuldugu goriilmiistlir. Haberin igerigi, Cumhurbaskan1 Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’in deprem bdlgesi ziyaretinde yaptigi durum degerlendirmesinden olugsmaktadir. Haberde kullanilan
fotograf, cumhurbaskaninin basin toplantist esnasinda ¢ekilen fotografidir. Haberin sunumu esnasinda herhangi
bir ihlal ya da yorum yoktur fakat baslik se¢iminde iktidarin aleyhinde bir anlami giiclendirilmek istenmistir.

10 Subat 2023 tarihinde yaymlanan haber basliginin “zamana karst yaris kaybediliyor” seklinde oldugu
goriilmiistiir. Igerikte, arama kurtarma caligmalarmin azhif1 ve yavash@na vurgu yapilarak vatandaslarin, bu
caligmalarin yetersizligine isyanlar1 tirnak igerisinde verilmistir. Mikro agidan bakildiginda, haberde kullanilan
fotograf enkaz basinda kendi baslarina yakinlarini ¢ikarmak isteyen vatandaslarin goriintiileri kullanilarak haberin
retorigi giiclendirilmistir. 12 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin bashgi “Depremde Olmeyeni Soguk
Oldiirmesin” seklindedir. Alt baslikta, deprem bdlgesinde yasanan agir kis sartlarina vurgu yapilmis, igerikte gok
giin gegmesine ragmen yapilan yardimlarin yetersizligi belirtilmistir. Haber metninde hem CHP hem lyi Parti
Genel Bagkaninin deprem bolgesindeki eksikliklere yonelik agiklamalari yer almistir. Ayni giin yayinlanan baska
bir haberin bash@1 “mucize kurtuluslar” seklindedir. Icerikte, enkaz altindan ¢ikarilan vatandaslar ve onlara
yonelik bilgiler bulunmaktadir. Haberde kullanilan fotograf, kurtarilma anlarina iligkindir. Ayn1 giin yaymlanan
bagka bir habere makro agidan bakildiginda bashgin “Ranta izin vermedi evier yikilmad:” olarak yazildig
goriilmiistiir. Alt ve st baslik bulunmayan haberde icerik, depremin yikict hasarlarina ragmen tek bir evin bile
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yikilmadig1 Erzin’de, Erzin Belediye Baskaninin bu konuya iliskin agiklamalarindan olugmaktadir. Haberin mikro
¢oziimlemesine bakildiginda, haberde kullanilan kelimeler ve ¢ikan anlam yikilan binalarinin nedeninin ranta izin
verilmesinden kaynakli oldugudur.

13 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan bir haber tematik a¢idan incelendiginde haberin basliginin “7 giin geride
kaldi Bilango agirlast1” seklinde yazildig1 goriilmektedir. Haberin alt bagliginda, zaman gectik¢e kayiplarin net
bir sekilde belli olduguna dair bir mesaj verilmistir. Igerikte ise tam olarak yikilan bina sayilar1 ve bolgede gorev
yapan ekiplerin sayilar1 yer almaktadir. 14 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan habere makro agidan bakildiginda
basligin “Asrin ihmali” seklinde okuyuculara sunuldugu goriilmistiir. Alt baglikta deprem 6ncesi atilan hatali
adimlar bahsedilmis ve depremden sonra yardimlarin yetersizligine vurgu yapilmistir. ~ Mikro agidan
incelendiginde, 2017 yilinda kabul edilen imar affindan s6z edilmis ve iktidarin attig1 adimlarin yanlis oldugu ve
depremin sonuglarinin agir olmasinin sorumlusunu iktidar olarak gosterilmistir. S6z konusu haberin retorigi genel
olarak iktidar aleyhine bir anlamdan kurulmustur.

15 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin baslig1 “Depremden 9 giin sonra kolladigi makul zaman gelmis”
seklindedir. Haberin igeriginde, MHP Genel Bagkani Devlet Bahgeli’nin deprem bdlgelerini ziyaret etme
zamaninin geldigine dair tirnak igerisinde agiklamalari verilmistir. Haber, baslikta kullanilan ifadeler ile Devlet
Bahgeli’nin deprem bdlgesini ziyarette ge¢ kaldig1 anlami 6n plana ¢ikarilmigtir.

16 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin basliginin “/0.giinde hayata déniis” olarak okuyuculara
sunuldugu goriilmiistiir. Haberin igeriginde, depremden 10 giin sonra enkaz altindan ¢ikarilan vatandaslara dair
bilgiler bulunmaktadir. Haberin fotografinda, bu depremzede vatandaslarin ¢ikarilma anlarini géstermektedir. 17
Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin baslig1 “Deprem Sansiiriine Aksener Isyani” seklindedir. Alt baslikta Tyi
Parti Genel Bagkan1 Aksener’in iktidarin sansiir kararina tepkileri tirnak icinde verilmistir. Icerikte ise, Aksener’in
basinda uygulanan sansiirlerden vazgecilmesine, alinan bu kararlarin geri ¢ekilmesine iligskin goriisleri verilmistir.
Ayn1 giin yayinlanan bagka bir habere makro agidan bakildiginda basligin “bagis sovuna tepki yagdi” olarak
yapildig1 tespit edilmistir. Haberin igeriginde, ekonomistlerin devlet bankalarinin ve merkez bankast miidiirlerinin
televizyonda yapilan yardim programina katilip yardim yapmalarina iligkin elestirileri paylasilmistir. Habere mikro
acinin bir ayagi olan lexical ¢éziimleme (s6zciiksel ¢oziimleme) agisindan bakildiginda haberin bagliginda yardim
ve sov kelimeleri bir araya getirilerek olumsuz bir anlam g¢agrigtirmakta ve habercinin 6znel bakis agist belli
olmaktadir.

18 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayimlanan haber baslig1 “bir kisi istifa etmez mi kardegim” seklindedir. Haberin
iceriginde Aksener’in olanlardan dolay1 kimsenin sorumluluk kabul etmedigini ve kimsenin istifa etmedigine dair
goriisleri tirnak icerisinde verilmistir. Haberde, lyi Parti Genel Baskani1 Aksener’in enkazdan kurtarilan vatandasi
hastanede ziyaret ederken goriintiisii kullanilmigtir. Haberde Aksener’in agiklamalarindan secilerek 6n plana
cikarilarak bagliga tasman anlamin iktidar aleyhinde oldugu goriilmektedir. Ayrica makro ¢6ziimlemeye gore bu
ifadenin basliga taginmasit muhabir veya editoriin de bu ifadede yer alan diisiinceye inandigini gostermektedir.
Nitekim bu haber, iktidari elestiren bir haber olarak kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir. 19 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan bir
baska haberin baslhigi “Secimden kagisa altili masa tepkisi” seklindedir. Haberin iceriginde, altili masanin Biilent
Aring tarafindan sdylenen se¢im ertelensin ifadelerine karsi ¢ikmalarina iligkin goriisleri bulunmaktadir. Mikro
acidan bakildiginda, lexical ¢oziimlemeye gore haberin bagligindan iktidarin se¢imden kag¢tigina dair bir anlam
¢ikarilmakta ve kagis kelimesi iktidarin aleyhine kullanilmigtir.

21 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haber basliginin “okullar: tahliye i¢in depremi mi beklediniz” seklinde
oldugu goriilmistiir. Alt baslikta, okullarin agilmasina kisa bir siire varken 93 okulun riskli oldugundan dolay1
tahliye karar1 alinmasina vatandaslarin tepkisinden so6z edilmistir. Igerikte ise bu duruma tepkilerin tirnak
igerisinde vatandas ad1 altinda verildigi goriilmiistiir. Haberin igeriginde dfke yagdi kelimelerinin kullanimu, iktidar
aleyhine bir tutum sergilendigini gostermektedir. Ayni giin yayimlanan baska bir haberin baslig1 “Erdogan Derhal
Universiteleri Yiiz Yiize Egitime A¢sin” seklindedir. Haberin igeriginde, Iyi Parti Genel Baskaninin kapanan okullar
hakkinda goriisleri tirnak igerisinde verilmistir.

2.2. Yeni Safak Gazetesinde Yayinlanan Haberlerin Séylem Analizi

7 Subat 2023 tarihinde yaymlanan haberin bashgi “Kiyamet Gibi” seklindedir. Ust baglikta asrin
depremlerinin yasandig1 belirtilmistir. Alt bashkta depremlerin merkez {issii ve siddetleri verilmistir. Igerikte ise
depremlerin yasandigi andan bahsedildigi ve depremin sonuglarmin aktarildigi belirlenmistir. Mikro
¢dzlimlemenin bir ayagi olan lexical ¢ozliimlemeye gore yasanan depremler kiyamete benzetilmis ve felaketin
biiyiikliigiine dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan baska bir habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin
basliginin “85 Milyon Tek Yiirek olma Giinii” seklinde okuyuculara sunuldugu belirlenmistir. Alt ve iist baglik
bulunmayan haber sematik olarak ¢oziimlendiginde, haber igerisinde birlik ve beraberlik mesajinin agir bastigi
gorilmistiir.

9 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin bashig1 “Bu felaketi atlatacagiz” seklindedir. Cumhurbaskam
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’mn depremzedeleri ziyaret etmesi ve orada topluma moral veren agiklamalar1 haberin
icerigini olusturmaktadir. Mikro agidan habere bakildiginda, haberin igeriginde “serefsizler iftira atiyor”
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aciklamalarinin gegmesi iktidar1 destekleyen bir tutum oldugunu gostermektedir. Haberde, bir anne ile
Cumhurbaskaninin sarildigi fotograf kullanilmistir. S6z konusu fotografta yer alan anne, tiim depremzedeleri
temsil ederek Cumhurbaskani1 Erdogan’1 depremzedelerin kucaklayarak Cumhurbaskanina olan inang ve sevgileri
vurgulanarak haberin retorigi giiglendirilmistir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan baska bir haberin bashg1 “Enkaz Oniinde
Siyasi Miting” seklindedir. Bu haber, CHP Genel Bagkani Kemal Kiligdaroglu’nun deprem zamaninda bile siyasi
calismalarina devam ettigi ve Hatay havalimanryla alakali olarak yalan sdyledigine dair bir mesaj barindirmaktadir.
Haberde kullanilan ifadeler, muhalefetin aleyhine bir tavir izlendigini gostermektedir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan bagka
bir habere makro acidan bakildiginda bashigin “En biiyiik kara depremi” seklinde sunuldugu tespit edilmistir. Alt
baslikta Alman yayin organi Bild’in ayni siddette bir depremi “Almanya yasasaydi biitiin Almanya sarsilird1”
seklinde aciklamalar1 verilmistir. Bu haber mikro agidan incelendiginde, haberde kullanilan tilkenin Almanya gibi
gelismis bir iilke olmasi ve haberin i¢eriginden depreminin siddetinin biiyiikligiine vurgu yapilmasi gibi durumlar
aslinda bu olay kimin basina gelirse gelsin biiyiik yikimlarla kars1 karsiya kalacakt: gibi bir anlam ¢gikmaktadir.

10 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin bashg1 “Ilk Deprem Dért Ikincisi 600 Binay: yikt1” seklindedir.
Alt baglikta Elbistan’da ilk binada az sayida bina yikilirken ikinci deprem sonunda daha ¢ok bina yikildig1
belirtilmistir. Haberin icerigi, ilk depremden sonra igeriye giren vatandaslarin enkaz altinda kaldiklarina dair
ifadelerden olugmakta ve ayakta kalan bina kalmadigini belirten ciimlelerden olusmaktadir. 12 Subat 2023
yayinlanan baska bir haberin baslhigi “Her sey bitti derken” olarak okuyuculara sunulmustur. Alt baglikta, ekiplerin
zamana kars1 yaristiklart belirtilmis, {ist baslikta da depremin 6.giiniinde bir¢ok kisinin kurtarildigi ifade edilmistir.
Icerikte, kurtarilan kisilerin kaginc1 saatte ve nerede kurtarildigina dair ifadelerden bahsedildigi goriilmiistiir. 13
Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin bashg1 “En biiyiik giiciimiiz bu dayanisma” olarak atilmistir. Ust baglikta,
Anadolu’da 15 Temmuz darbesinde ortaya ¢gikan milli ruhun yasanan depremler sonrasi yine ortaya ¢iktigindan
s0z edilirken, alt baglikta da yasanan depremlerin yikict etkilerinden ve halkin birlik ve beraberlik iginde
oldugundan soz edilmistir. Haberin iceriginde, vatandaslarin yardim icin seferber oldugu ve binlerce kisinin
goniillii olarak gorev yaptigindan bahsedildigi goriilmiistiir. Haberde kullanilan fotograf'ile, bu birlik ve beraberligi
temsil eden bir gorsel kullanilmig ve retorik kuvvetlendirilmistir.

14 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin bashigi “Canimiz Tiirkiye” seklindedir. Alt baslikta bir
madencinin iizerine diisen neler varsa yaptiklaria dair sozleri tirnak igerisinde verilmistir. Haberin igeriginde,
Devletin biitiin unsurlarinin canla basla depremzedeleri kurtarmak i¢in gabalamasi anlatilmaktadir. Mikro agidan
bakildiginda Mehmetcigin bos alanda uyku tulumlarinda uyurken yukardan cekilen fotografi ile retorik
kuvvetlendirilmistir. 16 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin baghig1 “Yardim olup yagdik” olarak okuyuculara
sunulmustur. Alt baglikta toplanan para miktar1 verilmis, igerikte yardim kampanyasinin kag¢ kanalda yayinlandigi,
ka¢ para toplandigi ve Cumhurbaskaninin tirnak icerisinde toplanan paralarin hepsinin depremzedeler icin
kullanilacagini sdyleyen ifadeleri bulunmaktadir.

18 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin basghgimnin “Destegimiz Ruhumuzdan Geliyor” seklinde oldugu
tespit edilmigstir. Alt baslikta Pakistan Bagbakaninin Adiyaman’t ziyaret etmesi ve depremzedelerle sohbet
etmesinden s6z edilmistir. Haberin igeriginde, Pakistan Basbakani’nin, Pakistan olarak yapacaklari yardimlara dair
kisisel sozleri bulunmaktadir. Haberde, Bagbakanin depremzedelerle sohbet ettigi esnada fotografi kullanilmustir.
19 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin baghig1r “Malatya Yaralarint Sarryor” seklinde olmustur. Alt baslikta
OSB’de is basi yapilacagi sdylenmis, haberin igeriginde de OSB’lerin acilacagi ve calisanlarin is basi yapacagi
bilgileri tekrar edilmistir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan baska bir habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin bagliginin
“296. Saatte 2 kisi daha” ifadelerinden olustugu goriilmiistiir. Alt baslikta enkazdan biri ¢ocuk {i¢ kiginin sag
¢ikarilmasindan sz edilmistir. Haberin igeriginde, arama kurtarma ekiplerinin 1s1 ve ses tespit etmesiyle birlikte 3
kisiye ulagildigindan s6z edilmektedir.

20 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin baslig1 “Pence 'den Afete” olarak verilmistir. Alt baslikta Pence
harekatinda gorevlendirilen Mehmetgigin depremzedelerin yaralarini sarmasi i¢in deprem bdlgelerinde
gorevlendirildigi ifade edilirken, igerikte de Mehmetgigin biitiin imkanlariyla deprem bolgelerinde oldugu ve
iyilestirmeye katkilar sagladigma dair mesajlar bulunmaktadir. Haberde, bir askerin ¢ocuklarla olan fotografi
kullanilarak haberin retorigi gii¢lendirilmistir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan bagka bir haberin basliginin “Sehrin Goriintiisii
Degisti” olarak okuyuculara sunuldugu goriilmiistiir. Mikro ac¢idan bakildiginda haber, Hatay’da depremden once
ve sonra ¢ekilen fotograflar kullanilarak depremin etkilerini géz Oniine sermeyi amaglamigtir. 21 Subat 2023
yayinlanan bagka bir haberin bashig1 “Sonuna kadar sizinleyiz” seklinde oldugu belirlenmistir. Alt baslikta ABD
Disisleri Bakaninin yardim sozii verdigine dair bir mesaj bulunmaktadir. igerikte ise Mevliit Cavusoglu ile
Blinken’1n goriismesi ve ABD’nin 185 milyon dolar yardim yapacagina dair ifadeler bulunmaktadir. Haberde bu
ikilinin el ele fotografi kullanilmistir. Ayni giin yaymlanan baska bir haberin baslig1 “Mehmet¢ik ilk andan itibaren
seferber” seklindedir. Alt baslikta Hulusi Akar’n ifadeleri tirnak igerisinde verilmig ve Tiirk Silahli kuvvetlerinin
depremin yasandig ilk andan itibaren halkin yaninda olduguna dair mesajlar verilmistir.

2.3. Evrensel Gazetesinde Yayimnlanan Haberlerin Soylem Analizi

7 Subat 2023 tarihinde Evrensel gazetesinde yayinlanan haber makro agidan incelendiginde bashigin “Goz
gore gore actya bogulduk” seklinde yazildig1 tespit edilmistir. Ust baslikta yasanan 2 depremin 10 ili vurdugundan
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bahsedilmekte, alt baglikta ise uzmanlarin uyarilarinin dinlenmedigi ve felaketin sonug oldugu belirtilmistir.
Haberin igeriginde, depremin etkilerinden, uzmanlarin dinlenmemesinden bahsedilmis ve haberde enkaz fotografi
gosterilmistir. Haber mikro agidan incelendiginde, haberin baslhiginda yer alan “gdz gére gére” ifadesi lexical
¢oziimlemeye gore incelendiginde depremin aslinda beklendigi, buna ragmen bilim insanlarinin uyarilariin
dikkate alinmadigina dikkat gekilmektedir Ayn1 giin yayinlanan baska bir habere tematik agidan bakildiginda
bashk “Her yerde deviet nerede ¢ighgi” seklinde okuyucularma sunulmustur. Alt ve iist baglik bulunmayan
haberin sematik c¢oziimlenmesinde, haberin vatandaglarin ¢aresizce bekledikleri anlamindan {iretildigi
gbzlenmistir. Haberin iceriginde, yetkililerin ulasiimadik yer yok s6zlerine yer verip, karsilik olarak gercegin dyle
olmadigini belirten bir yorum bulundugu belirlenmistir.

8 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin bashigmnin “Halk
Seferberligine karsi devlet OHAL’i” ifadelerinden olusturuldugu goriilmiistiir. Alt baslikta, hiikiimetin devlet
kaynaklarmi seferber edecek bir formiilii degil tepkileri susturma yetkisi veren OHAL’in ilan edilmesinden
bahsedilmigtir. Haberin igeriginde, iktidarin arama kurtarma ¢aligmalarinda yetersiz oldugu ve yapilan yardimlara
da engel oldugu belirtilmistir. Haberde, bir karikatiir ¢izilerek iktidarin aleyhine bir tavir takimilmistir. Mikro
acidan incelendiginde, haberin basliginda kullanilan halkin seferberligine karsi bir tutum sergilendigi goriisii,
haberin iktidar aleyhine oldugunu gostermektedir.

9 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin baslig1 “Biirokrasi gitti yardim gitmedi” seklindedir. Alt baslikta
arama kurtarma c¢aligmalarmin ulagmadigi yerler olmasina ragmen, vatandaslarin gonderdikleri yardim
malzemelerinin biirokrasiye takilmalari ve Cumhurbaskaninin giivenlik ¢emberi i¢inde deprem bolgelerini
gezmesinden bahsedilmistir. igerikte ise haberin bir tarafinda Cumhurbagkaninin tirnak igerisinde devletin “bu
afette bagarili oldugunu iddia ettigi” sozleri kullanirken diger tarafta bir yurttasin tirnak icerisinde “enkazlar
elleriyle kazdiklarini” ifade eden bir mesaj verilmistir. Haber mikro agidan incelendiginde iki fotografin yan yana
koyulmasi ile Cumhurbagkant Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in agiklamalarimin gergegi temsil edilmedigi anlamanin
giiclendirilmeye calisildig1 gdzlenmistir.

10 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayimlanan haberin bashigi “Bu kader planini yazan utansin” seklindedir. Alt
baslikta arama kurtarma faaliyetlerinin hizlansa da ¢6ziim olmadig1 ve 6lii sayisinin katlandig1 verilmis, sematik
incelemede haberden ¢ikan anlamin ise depremden sonra neden gerekli adimlarin atilmadigi yoniinde oldugu
gozlenmistir. Mikro a¢idan bakildiginda haberde, ayn1 zamanda Cumhurbagkaninin bir karikatiirii ¢izilerek haberin
retorigi kuvvetlendirilmek istenmistir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan baska bir haberin bashigi “Yasatamayan Devlet
Definde de Yok” seklindedir. Haberin igeriginde, defin islemlerini hayatlarini kaybeden insanlarin yakinlarinin
yaptigina dair mesajlar kullanilmistir. Ayni1 giin yayinlanan baska bir haberin bashigt “Komsu'da dayanisma
seferberligi” olarak sunulmustur. Haberde Yunanistan’in depremler i¢in yardim toplamasindan soz edilirken,
mikro agidan bakildiginda haberin igerisinde Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in bir gece ansizin gelebiliriz
diyerek tehdit ettigi Yunanistan’in yardim eli uzattigi belirtilerek iktidarin politikalari da elestirilmistir.

11 Subat 2023 tarihinde yapilan haber makro acidan incelendiginde, haberin bashigmin “Oliime Terk
Edildik” ifadelerinden olustugu gorilmistiir. Alt baslikta bircok yerde ¢alismalarin bitirildigi ifadesi
bulunmaktayken, igerikte de vatandaglarin tirnak igerisinde bu duruma tepkileri verilmistir. Haber, olayin
taniklarinin kendi ifadelerinin kullanilmasinin saglanmasiyla birlikte haberin retorigi gii¢lendirilmeye ¢aligilmustir.
Ayni giin yayinlanan baska bir haberin bashginin “Gerekli hiza Ulasamadik itirafi” seklinde okuyuculara
sunuldugu tespit edilmistir. Cumhurbaskanimin “miidahaleleri gerekli hiza ulastirmadiklarina dair” ifadeleri
tirnak igerisinde verilmis ve bu sdzler haberin basliginda “goriildiigii iizere Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in bir itirafta
bulundugu” seklinde okuyuculara sunulmustur.

12 Subat 2023 tarihinde yaymlanan haber makro agidan incelendiginde, haberin bagliginin “Asrin Cinayeti”
ifadelerinden olustugu belirlenmistir. Haberin i¢eriginde, iktidarin ve medyasinin yasanan depremleri asrin felaketi
olarak nitelendirmesi, uzman bir kisinin ise yetkililerin uzmanlari dinlemedigi ve yasanan felaketlerin sonu¢lariim
da kacinilmaz olduguna dair goriisleri tirnak igerisinde verilmistir. Haberin baslig1 iktidar aleyhine bir tavir
takinildigimin gostergesidir. 13 Subat 2023 tarihinde yaymlanan haber makro ¢dziimlemenin bir ayagi olan tematik
acidan incelendiginde, haberin baghgmin “Universiteleri A¢in enkazi biiyiitmeyin” seklinde oldugu goriilmiistiir.
Alt baglikta egitimcilerin iktidara uyarilari ifade edilmis, igerikte de egitimcilerin alinan karar1 yanlis bulduklar
ve karardan doniilmesi gerekliligine dair goriisleri verilmistir. Mikro incelemenin bir ayagi olan lexical
¢ozlimlemeye gore haber incelendiginde, haberin igerisinde tek adam rejimini belirten ifadeler kullanildig
goriilmiistiir. Ayni giin yayimlanan bagka bir haberin bashg1 “Miiteahhitler géz altina aliniyor yetkililere dokunan
yok” seklinde okuyuculara sunulmustur. Haberin i¢eriginde miiteahhitlere yetkiyi veren kisiler hakkinda heniiz bir
sorusturma acilmadigina dair ifadeler kullanilmistir. Mikro acidan haber incelendiginde, haberin bagliginda
kullanilan yetkililere dokunan yok gibi ifadeler iktidar aleyhine b bir tutum takinildigini gostermektedir.

14 Subat 2023 tarihinde yapilan habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin bashginin “Miidahalede
Gecikmeler Bilan¢oyu Biiyiittii” ifadelerinden olustugu tespit edilmistir yapilmistir. Sematik agidan bakildiginda,
bir uzmanin depremden hemen sonra atilmasi gereken adimlarin yeni yeni atilmaya baslanmasi nedeniyle
kayiplarin sayisinin yiikseldigine dair goriigleri tirnak igerisinde verilmistir. Bu haber iktidar aleyhine yapilan bir
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haber olarak goriilmektedir. Ayni giin yayinlanan baska bir haberin bashig1 “Sekizinci Giinde Umut Bitmedi”
seklinde okuyuculara sunulmustur. Haberin igeriginde, enkaz altindan vatandaglarin kurtarilmasina devam
edildigine dair ifadeler kullanildig1 goériilmiistiir. Mikro agidan bakildiginda haber, ayn1 zamanda erken miidahale
edilseydi daha fazla insan kurtarilabilirdi mesaj1 vermektedir.

15 Subat 2023 tarihinde yaymlanan haberin bashiginin “Aciyr Darbeye Ceviremezsiniz” seklinde oldugu
goriilmistiir. Alt baslikta Biilent Aring’in segimlerin ertelenmesi ¢agrisina hukukcularin siddetle karsi ¢ikmasi
ifade edilmistir. Haberin igeriginde hukukgularin se¢imin ertelenmemesi gerektigine dair goriisleri tirnak i¢erisinde
verilmistir. 16 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin basligi “A¢ik ve net: Se¢imler zamanminda yapilacak™
seklindedir. Haberin igerigini, CHP Genel Baskaninin se¢im ertelensin ¢agrisina se¢imlerin zamaninda yapilacak
cevabi vermesi olusturmaktadir. Ayni giin yaymnlanan bagka bir habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin
basliginin  “Yardimlara operasyon” ifadelerinden olustugu tespit edilmistir. Alt baglikta Pazarcik’ta halkin
dayanigma organizasyonunun dagitildigi ve yardimlara el konuldugu ifade edilmis, icerikte de dayanigma
orgiitiiniin c¢aligmalarini durduran kaymakamin yardimlara izin vermedigine dair ifadeleri tirnak icerisinde
verilerek kayyumcu bir yonetim tavri takinildigi belirtilmistir. Mikro agidan bakildiginda, haberin igerisinde
kullanilan kayyum kelimesi iktidarin politikalarina atilan bir tastir ve bu agidan bakildiginda bu haber iktidar
aleyhine bir tutum gostermektedir.

17 Subat 2023 tarihinde yapilan habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin baghiginin “Diisiik zamma,
deprem kilifi” olarak olusturuldugu goriilmiistiir. Sematik incelemede ise haberde, patronlarin deprem nedeniyle
diisiik zam yapmasindan dolay1 iscilerin is birakmasina dair bir igerik bulunmaktadir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan baska
bir haberin bashginin “Iktidar talan pesinde” ifadelerinden olustugu goriilmiistiir. Haberde, Tarim ve Orman
Bakanliginin depremi firsat bilip verimsiz orman alanlarinda giines enerjisine dayal1 elektrik iiretim sistemi inga
edeceklerine iligkin sdylemler bulunmaktadir. Mikro incelemenin bir ayagi olan lexical ¢dziimlemeye gore,
baslikta kullanilan talan kelimesi ile iktidarin yan yana getirilmesi ile beraber iktidar {izerinde olumsuz bir anlam
olusturuldugu gorilmiistiir. 18 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayimlanan habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin
basliginin “Siyasi sorumlular hesap vermeli” ifadelerinden olustugu goriilmiistiir. Haberde, Emek Partisinin
felaket yasanmadan once gerekli adimlari atmayan iktidara yaptigi elestirilerinden s6z edilmis ve is¢ilerin siyasette
daha fazla agirliga sahip olmalar1 gerektigine iliskin ifadeleri kullanildigi goriilmiistiir. Ayni giin yayinlanan baska
bir haberin bagligmin “YOK Sagir Ogrenciler kararli” olarak okuyuculara sunuldugu tespit edilmistir. Alt bashkta
YOK baskaninin 6grencilerin uzaktan egitim kararinim iptaline dair isteklerine kulak tikadig1 ve bu dénemin online
bir sekilde olacagma dair aciklamalar1 verilmistir. Haberin iceriginde ODTU 6grencilerinin bir araya gelerek
uzaktan egitim istemediklerine dair yaptiklar: eylemin bilgilerinin sunuldugu goriilmiistiir.

19 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin bashigmin “Yuva mi
tabutluk mu”’ seklinde olusturuldugu goriilmiistiir. Ust baslikta, maddi durumlari iyi olmayan Istanbul’da yasayan
vatandaslarin oturdugu evlerin saglam olup olmadigina dair test yaptiramamasina dair ifadeler kullanilirken, alt
baslikta ise Istanbul Biiyiiksehir belediyesinin vatandaslarin talebine yogunluktan dolay1 cevap veremedigi,
devletin de parasi olmayani kaderine terk ettigi ifadelerinin kullanildig1 tespit edilmistir. Haberin igeriginde
vatandaslarin oturduklari evleri saglam olup olmadiklarint 6grenmelerinin maliyetli olmast ve oturduklari
binalarin ciiriik ¢ikma endisesine sahip olduklarindan bahsedilmistir. Mikro agidan haber incelendiginde, Istanbul
Biiyiiksehir Belediyesinden bahsederken yogunluktan dolay1 cevap veremedigi ifade edilmekte fakat iktidara konu
gelince vatandagi kaderine terk etti ifadesi kullanilarak iktidar aleyhine bir tavir takinildigi tespit edilmistir.

20 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan haberin bashiginin “Gégiin Faturasi da Depremzedeye” olarak
okuyuculara sunuldugu goriilmiistiir. Alt baglikta depremzedelerin taginma iicretlerini kendilerinin karsiladig ifade
edilmistir. Haberin igeriginde yiiksek nakliye iicretleri ve vatandaslarin evlerindeki esyalar1 kurtarabilmek adina
verdikleri canlar1 pahasina miicadele anlatilmaktadir. Ayni giin yayinlanan basgka bir haberin bagligt
“Depremzedeyi de dgrenciyi de magdur ediyorlar” seklinde oldugu belirlenmistir. Haberin i¢eriginde, 6grencilerin
uzaktan egitim kararmin iptalini ve depremzedelerin daha rahat edecekleri yerlere tasinmasini istediklerine dair
ifadelerinin kullanildig1 goriilmiistiir. Mikro agidan inceleme yapildiginda, haberin bashiginda iktidar1 suglayici bir
ifade kullanilmis ve habercinin veya gazetenin ideolojisinin net bir bigimde ortaya kondugu tespit edilmistir.

21 Subat 2023 tarihinde yayinlanan habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin bashgmin “AFAD varken
de yokmus” ifadelerinden olusturuldugu goriilmiistiir. Alt bashkta hiikiimet yetkililerinin ilk andan itibaren
oradaydik agiklamalar1 ve deprem bdlgelerine giden goniilliilerin ilk anda sadece biz vardik ifadeleri tirnak
icerisinde verilmistir. Haberin igeriginde ilk giinlerde koordinasyonu goniilliilerin sagladigi ve geri donmek
istediklerinde Kocaeli AFAD miidiirliigiinden sorusturmayla tehdit edildiklerine iliskin ifadeler bulunmaktadir.
Aymi giin yayinlanan bagka bir habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin bashginin “Vaat var, sorumlu yok”
seklinde hazirlandig1 goriilmiistiir. Alt ve {iist baghk bulunmayan haberde, Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’in MHP Lideri Devlet Bahgeli ile Hatay’da vaatler vermesi ve yasanan felaketlerin sorumlulugunu
almamasina dair bir igerik bulunmaktadir. Haberde, Cumhurbagkaninin Hatay’da toplant1 yaptig1 sirada bir
fotograf kullanilmistir. Ayn1 giin yayinlanan baska bir haberin bashiginin “Depremzede sokaktan tas tas su
topluyor” seklinde oldugu belirlenmistir. Alt ve ist baglik bulunmayan haberde, depremzedelerin hasarl
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binalardan akan sulari tasla topladiklarina dair bir igerik bulunmaktadir. Mikro agidan bakildiginda haberde
kullanilan bir vatandasin tasla sulari toplamasina dair gorsel ile haberin retorigi kuvvetlendirilmistir. Ayn1 giin
yayinlanan baska bir habere tematik agidan bakildiginda, haberin basliginin “A¢iklanan yardimlar neye yetsin!”
seklinde okuyuculara sunuldugu goriilmiigtiir. Makro ¢dziimlemenin bir ayagi olan sematik ¢dziimlemeye gore
haberin igerigi, iktidarin agikladig1 yardimlarin depremzedelere yetmeyecegine iliskin ifadeleri barindirmaktadir.
Mikro agidan bakildiginda haberin basligi ve kullanilan iinlem isareti agiklanan yardimlarin yetersiz oldugunu
ifade etmektedir.

3. Sonug¢

Giiniimiizde habercilik haberdar etmenin yani sira ideolojik bir miicadele alani haline gelmistir. Bu ¢alisma
da s6z konusu ideolojik miicadeleyi tespit etmek amacryla 6 Subat 2023 Kahramanmarag Depremlerini konu
edinen haberler Van Dijk elestirel haber soylem analizi yontemiyle incelenmistir. Bu sebeple ideolojik
belirlenimleri olan ii¢ gazete tercih edilmistir. Milliyetci bakis a¢isini temsil eden Yenicag gazetesinin haber
iceriklerine bakildiginda, gazetenin 15 giin siire i¢erisinde birinci sayfasindaki neredeyse yapilan biitiin haberlerin
iceriginin yasanan deprem felaketleri oldugu goriilmiistiir. Haberlerin igerikleri incelendiginde ise “enkazdan
cikarilan vatandaslara yonelik haberler, yasanan depremlerden dolayi iktidar1 sorumlu tutan haberler, Istanbul
depremine yonelik hazirlik haberleri, sosyal medyanin kisitlanmasina yonelik haberler, deprem bolgesinde atilmasi
gereken adimlara dair haberler, {iniversitelerin uzaktan egitimle devam edecegine dair haberlere yer verildigi
goriilmistiir. Yeni¢ag gazetesinde yer alan haberlerin s6ylemleri incelendiginde ise bazi haber basliklarinda iktidar
aleyhine ¢ok net ifadeler kullanildig1 tespit edilmistir. Ayn1 zamanda yayinlanan haberlerde agirlikli olarak
mubhalefetin sdylemlerine yer verilerek Kahramanmaras Depremleri konulu haber metinlerinin anlaminin bu
baglamda olusturuldugu sonucu elde edilmistir.

Islami sag ideolojiyi temsilen secilen Yeni Safak gazetesinin sdylemleri incelendiginde ise, bu gazetenin de
Yenigag gibi ilk sayfasinda yayinlanan haber igeriklerinin neredeyse tamaminin depreme yonelik oldugu
goriilmiistiir. Haberlerde cogunlukla “birlik ve beraberlik” mesajlar1 verilmis, yardimin dnemine vurgu yapilmustir.
Baz1 haberler, depremlerin siddetinin oldukga biiyiikk oldugunu vurgularken bazi haberlerde de “diger tilkelerin
basina bdyle bir felaket gelse biiyiik sikintilarla karsi karsiya kalacaklar1” anlamindan iretilmistir. S6z konusu
haberler dogrultusunda depremler sebebiyle iktidara yapilan elestirileri oklarina karsit Yeni Safak gazetesinin
kalkan gorevi gordiigiinii sdylemek miimkiindiir. Gazetede iiretilen deprem konulu haberlerin neredeyse
tamaminda iktidar bakis acisin1 destekleyen tiirde haber igeriklerine rastlanmaigtir.

Sol ideolojiyi temsilen se¢ilen Evrensel gazetesi de diger gazeteler gibi 15 giinliik periyotta ilk sayfasinda
agirlikli olarak deprem felaketini kendine konu edinmistir. Gazetede yer alan haberlerin neredeyse tiimiiniin
sOyleminde, “iktidarin yardim ve arama kurtarma ¢aligmalarinin eksikligine” vurgu yapilmis ve elestirilmistir.
Evrensel gazetesi deprem sebebiyle {iniversitelerin uzaktan egitime ge¢cmesine yonelik iceriklere diger gazetelere
nazaran daha fazla yer vermistir. Gazetenin iktidar nezdindeki elestirilerini agirlikli olarak “uzaktan egitim”
konusu etrafinda gii¢lendirdigi gozlenmistir. Yine gazetede, fotografin yani sira iktidarin aleyhinde karikatiirlere
de rastlanmistir. Evrensel gazetesinde, diger gazeteler gibi miiteahhitlerin yakalanmasina iliskin haberler
bulunmus, ilaveten miiteahhitler disinda onlara yetkileri verenlere herhangi bir islem yapilmadigi yoniinde
haberlerle iktidara yonelik elestiriler siirdiiriilmiistiir.

Depremin siddetinin ve etkilerinin inanilmaz derecede biiyiik oldugu 6 Subat Kahramanmaras depremleri,
ulusal basinda biiyiik yanki uyandirmistir. Yapilan ¢aligmadan da goriildiigii {izere, inceleme siiresi iginde
incelenen gazetelerin biitiin odaginin deprem felaketi oldugunu sdylemek miimkiindiir. Dogal felaketin etkisi ne
kadar biiyiikse medyada da yer alma siklig1 o kadar artmaktadir. Ancak bdylesi bir felaket tablosunda bile
gazetelerin gercekleri kendi ekonomik ve ideolojik belirlenimleri dogrultusunda haberlestirildigi yapilan
incelemede tespit edilmistir. Bu baglamda incelenen gazetelerin sahip olduklari ideolojilerin dogrultusunda,
haberlerinde kullandiklar1 sdylemlerde farkliliklar oldugu ortaya konmustur. Ayn1 haber, bir gazetede daha olumlu
sekilde verilirken, diger bir gazetede olayin olumsuz taraflarina vurgu yapildigi goriilmiistiir.

Gazeteciligin nesnellik ve objektiflik 6lgiitleri dogrultusunda kamuyu bilgilendirip gergekleri oldugu gibi
aktaran bir habercilik kaygisiyla yayinlarini siirdiirmesini beklenmektedir. Ancak bu ¢alismada da goriildiigii gibi
ideolojik unsurlarin gergegi cevreleyerek farkli bakis agilar1 ekseninde gercege yon verdigi gdézlenmektedir.
Gazetecilik herhangi bir ideolojik kaygi gdzetmeksizin “Biz ve Onlar” arasinda kutuplastirma yapmadan igerik
iretmeye bagladig1 vakit gercek kamu yararmi 6n planda tutacaktir.
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Arastirmacilarin Cikar Catismasi Beyani
Bu calismada herhangi bir potansiyel ¢ikar ¢catismasi bulunmamaktadir.
Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Beyam

Etik kurul izni ve/veya yasal/6zel izin alinmasina gerek olmayan bu caligmada arastirma ve yayin etigine
uyulmustur.

Arastirmacilarin Katki Oram Beyani

Yazarlar makaleye esit oranda katki saglamis olduklarini beyan eder.
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Presentation of Natural Disaster News in Media: The Example of the Earthquake in
Kahramanmaras on February 6, 2023

Rengim Sine Nazh, Burak Soylu
Extended Summary

Natural disasters are a psychological and sociological phenomenon that has social and cultural consequences
not only in the region where they occur but also all over the world, and can affect all living things. Media; There
are functions of informing and informing, control and criticism, explaining and forming public opinion,
educational function and entertaining. The media is an important source of information due to its information
function, but it is also important to convey the news in an accurate, impartial and objective manner as well as to
deliver the news quickly and understandably. In particular, social events such as war and natural disasters attract
great attention from the media and play an important role in solving the communication problem between
individuals and society. Citizens follow the developments on media platforms and are very interested in such
events. Natural disaster reporting; In extraordinary cases, it is a process that media platforms apply in their content
and should be carried out carefully. Especially when natural disasters with great effects are experienced, employees
of media organizations should act by prioritizing journalistic ethics and take the necessary steps to inform the
society. Media platforms can present social events to the masses in different ways in line with their own ideologies.
From this point of view, it is important to look at the way media platforms present news from various sources
representing different ideologies in order to see the events from a broad perspective. The aim of this study is to
obtain findings about the way disaster news is presented in the media and to determine what kind of discourse the
media develops on issues that concern the whole country. In this study, in which Van Dijk's discourse analysis
technique was used, 3 newspapers with different political ideologies were examined for 15 days. Discourse
analysis is a method for ideologically analyzing how language is used in social contexts, written or spoken texts
and the social-cultural contexts in which these texts are produced and interpreted. During the study period, a total
of 215 news related to earthquakes were found, 91 in Yeni Safak newspaper, 57 in Yeni Cag newspaper and 67 in
Evrensel newspaper. The review, on the other hand, was limited to the news that set a typical example on the
subject. The February 6 Kahramanmarag earthquakes, in which the intensity and effects of the earthquake were
incredibly great, had great repercussions in the national press. As can be seen from the study, it is possible to say
that the entire focus of the newspapers examined during the review period was the earthquake disaster. In this
context, it has been revealed that there are differences in the discourses used in the news in line with the ideologies
of the newspapers examined. While the same news was given in a more positive way in one newspaper, it was
seen that the negative aspects of the event were emphasized in another newspaper. It has been observed that the
news about the citizens who were pulled out of the rubble, the news blaming the government for the earthquakes,
the news about the preparations for the Istanbul earthquake, the news about the restriction of social media, the
news about the steps to be taken in the earthquake zone, and the news that universities will continue with distance
education were included in the Yeni Cag newspaper. In the news in Yeni Safak newspaper, messages of unity and
solidarity were mostly given and the importance of aid was emphasized. While some news emphasizes that the
intensity of earthquakes is quite large, some news has produced the meaning that if such a disaster happens to other
countries, they will face great difficulties. In the Evrensel newspaper, the lack of aid and search and rescue efforts
of the government was emphasized and criticized. Evrensel newspaper gave more space to the content of
universities to distance education due to the earthquake compared to other newspapers. It has been observed that
the newspaper has strengthened its criticisms of the government mainly around the issue of distance education.
The greater the impact of the natural disaster, the greater the frequency of media coverage. However, even in such
a catastrophic picture, it has been determined in the examination that the newspapers report the facts in line with
their own economic and ideological determinations. It has been observed that even in a disaster where many people
lost their lives, thousands of buildings were destroyed, many living things had to leave their homes, and not only
regional but also national effects, media organizations did not compromise on their own political ideologies.
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1. Giris

1970’lerden itibaren Cin ve Brezilya gibi {ilkelerde gozlenen basarilardan esinle diinyada yayginlagmaya
baglayan serbest bolge uygulamalari, gelismis lilkelerde daha ¢ok serbest ticaret bolgeleri ve serbest limanlar
bi¢imini alirken gelismekte olan iilkelerde, serbest iiretim bolgeleri ve serbest ihracat bolgeleri gibi liretim ve basit
montaj iglemlerinin gerceklestirildigi tiirler yogunluktadir. Tiirkiye’de disa agik biiyiime stratejileri kapsaminda
giindeme getirilen serbest bolge uygulamalari, 1980’lerden itibaren yayginlastirilmaya baslamig ve 2022 yili
itibariyle sayilar1 18’e kadar ulagmgtir.

Bu c¢alismada 6nce serbest bolge kavrami tartisilacak, serbest bolgelerin ihracat performansini etkileyen
etmenler agiklanacak ve Tiirkiye’deki serbest bolgelerin iktisadi katkilar1 ortaya konacaktir. Literatiir 6zetlendikten
sonra model ve veri setine iliskin bilgiler paylasilarak serbest bolgelerin ihracatini etkileyen etmenlerin Tiirkiye
orneginden hareketle belirlenmesi temel amaci1 dogrultusunda serbest bolgelerin ihracat performansini etkileyen
kentsel/bolgesel etmenlere dayali model, uygun ekonometrik yontemlerle analiz edilecektir.

2. Serbest Bolge Kavrami

Serbest bolgeler 6zel giimriik rejimleri igerisinde yer almakta, genel ticari diizenlemelerin diginda
tutulmaktadir (Bayraktutan, 2018: 148). Yapilar1 ve fonksiyonlar1 bakiminda birbirlerinden farkli 6zelliklere sahip
serbest bolgeleri tek bir tanimla ifade etmek oldukga giictiir. Serbest bolgelere iligkin yapilan tanimlamalarda,
genellikle bolgenin fonksiyonlar1 ve ayricaliklar: vurgulanmaktadir.

Ticari faaliyet gosteren serbest bolgeler, 1930’11 yillardan 1960’li yillara kadar diinya iizerinde
yayginlasirken bu tarihten sonra faaliyetlerinin gesitlenmesi ile sinai liretim de bu kategoride giindeme gelmis ve
iretken sermayenin uluslararasilagmasina katkida bulunmuslardir (Erdogan, 1985: 5). 1960’11 yillarda ‘serbest
iiretim bolgesi’ ad1 verilen yapilarin ortaya ¢ikmasi ile beraber serbest bolge olgusuna ‘liretim faaliyetleri’ ya da
‘endiistriyel faaliyetler’ dahil edilmeye baslanmistir. Serbest bolge kavrami, serbest iiretim ve ticaret bolgesini
kapsayacak sekilde genisletilmistir.

Kapsayici bir tanimlama ile serbest bolgeler, iilke sinirlart igerisinde yer almasina ragmen dis ticaret, vergi
ve glimrik mevzuatlarindan muaf tutulan bolgelerdir. Bu bolgelerde ilgili lilkeye ait dig ticaret mevzuati
uygulanmamakta ve ayni zamanda gerceklestirilen ticari ve smai faaliyetler i¢in iiretici ve yatirimcilar
desteklenmektedir (Erdogan ve Ener, 2005: 1).

Serbest bolgelerin gelisimleri dikkate alindiginda bazi bolgelerde bankacilik ve sigortacilik faaliyetlerinin
de 6n plana ¢iktig1 goriilmektedir. Bu unsurlart da igeren bir yaklasimla serbest bolgeler, iilke sinirlart igerisinde
yer alan, iilkedeki giimriik ve vergi mevzuatlarindan kismen ya da tamamen uygulanmadig, iilkede belirli ticari
ve uretim faaliyetlerinin ve buna bagli olarak bankacilik ve sigortacilik gibi hizmetlerin yiiriitiilebilecegi
gimriiksiiz alanlar (Erdem, 1992: 5; Ortakarpuz, 2020: 14-15) olarak tanimlanabilir.

Ulkeler ekonomik ve siyasi yapilarina uygun serbest bdlgeler olusturabilir ve gesitlilik gosteren bolgeler
ayni anda farkli yerlerde kurabilir. Serbest bdlgeler, kapsamlarina, fonksiyonlarina, yiiriittiikleri faaliyetlerin
niteliklerine gore (Seyidoglu, 2015: 183) cesitli bigimler alabilirler.

Fonksiyonlarina gore serbest bolgelerin farkli tiirleri s6z konusudur: Bunlardan ilki olan Serbest Ticaret
Bolgeleri (Free Trade Zone), gelismis iilkelerde yaygin olmakla birlikte genellikle liman ya da hava yolu ulagimi1
olan bolgelerde kurulurlar. Belirli sinirlart olan ve gbzetim altinda giris izni verilen bolgelerdir (Adams, 1971:
356). Bu bolgelerde ikamete izin verilmemektedir. Serbest Uretim Bélgelerinde (Free Prosesing Zone), zellikle
ihracata yonelik sinai tiretim gergeklestirilmektedir (Acar ve Giiltekin Karakas, 2017: 23). Glimriikk mevzuatinin
uygulanmadig1 ve vergilerin en aza indirildigi, yabanci yatirimcilar igin gerekli diizenlemelerin yapildig1 ve ¢ok
uluslu sirketlerin ilgisinin yogun oldugu bolgelerdir (Timenbatur, 2012: 343). Serbest finansal bolgeler, Kiy1
Bankacilig1 ve Serbest Bankacilik Bolgelesini kapsamaktadir. Bankalar i¢in gecerli olan yasal karsilik oranlart,
faiz ve kredi tabanlari/tavanlari, bankacilik gelirlerinin vergilendirilmesi gibi ulusal diizenlemeler kiy1 bankacilig1
icin kismen ya da tamamen uygulanmamaktadir (Oztiirk, 1998: 17). Serbest bélge tiirlerinden sonuncusu olan
Serbest Sigortacilik Bolgelerinde, ev sahibi iilkenin sigortacilik faaliyetlerine tabi olmaksizin diger serbest
bolgelerdeki ticari risklerinin karsilanmasina yonelik uluslararasi sigortacilik faaliyetleri gerceklestirilmektedir
(Acar ve Giiltekin Karakag, 2017: 23).

3. Serbest Bolgelerin Ihracat Performansimi Belirleyen Etmenler

Dis ticaret, ithalat ve ihracata konu iiriinlerin arz ve talep kosullari ile sekillenmektedir. Taraf {ilkelerin milli
geliri, bu etmenlerin baginda yer alir. Milli gelir ile ithalat arasinda pozitif bir iligski s6z konusu iken ihracat, karsi
iilkenin kosullarindaki degisimlerden etkilenmektedir. D6viz kurlarindaki oynakliklar da dis ticaretin temel
belirleyicileri arasindadir. Ulusal para asir1 degerlendiginde ihracat azalirken ithalat artmakta, eksik
degerlendiginde ise ihracat artarken ithalat azalmaktadir. Dis ticaret politikasi tercihleri (serbestlesme veya
korumacilik) ile para ve maliye politikalarinin da dis ticarete tesiri s6z konusudur (Yiicel, 2006: 49-53).
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Serbest bolgelerin dis ticaret performans: genel ve kentsel etmenlerden etkilenmektedir. Ulke dis ticaretini
etkileyen faktorler genel etmenler, bolgenin yer aldigi ilin iktisadi 6zellikleri ve altyapisi, kentsel etmenler olarak
adlandirilabilir.

Serbest bolgelerin kurulmasi, ¢esitli secim kriterlerine ve bu kriterlerin 6nem derecelerine gore
belirlenmektedir. Dogru degerlendirme, bolgenin basarisini ve gelecegini de dogrudan etkilemektedir. Serbest
bolgelerin iilke ekonomisine katki saglayabilmesi i¢in kurulug yerinin dogru belirlenmesi gerekmektedir. Kurulug
yeri, alt yap1 ve {ist yap1 gibi faktorlerin dikkate alinmadig: siyasi kaygilarla kurulan serbest bdlgelerin basarili
olmasi beklenmemelidir (Oztiirk vd., 2009: 375). Yanhs stratejilere dayali yer segimleri de basarisizliklara ve
beklenmedik risklere yol agabilir.

Planlanan serbest bolgelerin, ticaret yollar1 {izerinde bulunmasi, hinterlandinin genis olmasi, geligmis bir
limana sahip olmasi, haberlesme ve alt yap1 imkanlarinin giiglii olmasi, sektorel dagilim ve istihdam durumu
bakimindan diger seceneklerden istiinliigliiniin olmast gerekmektedir (Bakan ve Gokmen, 2014: 39). Bu
gerekgeler, ayn1 zamanda kurulu serbest bdlgelerin dis ticaret performansini etkileyen kentsel etmenlerdir.

Serbest bolgelerin kurulus yeri segiminde, ulasim ve haberlesme ag1 6zellikle 5Snemlidir. Thracat pazarlariyla
hizli ve diizenli temas kurabilmek i¢in uluslararasi ulagtirma kolayliklarmin yani sira telefon, posta, internet
altyapisinin gelismis olmasi gerekmektedir (Erkan ve Tatlidil, 1990: 13). Serbest bolgelerin kuruldugu alanlarin
ulagtirma alt yapisinin giiglii olmasi iiretimi ve iretilen mallarin pazara erisimini biiyiik 6l¢iide etkilemektedir.
Ulastirma faaliyetleri karayolu, denizyolu, demiryolu, havayolu ve boru hatti {izerinden gergeklestirilmektedir.

Lojistik stireclerde kullanilan yaygin ulastirma tiirii olan kara yolu tagimaciligi hem {ilke i¢inde hem de
uluslararas1 tasimacilikta yaygin bir sekilde tercih edilmektedir (Bayraktutan ve Ozbilgin, 2013: 82). Yiikiin
gidecegi yere aktarmasiz bigimde adrese teslim iletimi kara yolu tagimaciligini cazip kilmaktadir. Bunun yani sira
iilkeler aras1 kara yolu baglantilar1 ve gliimriik kontrol noktalarinin fazlaligi, kara yolu ile yiik tasimaciligini diger
ulastirma tiirlerinden daha fazla kullanilir hale getirmekte; otoyollarin yayginlagmasi kara yolu tagimaciliginin
daha hizli ve giivenli olmasini saglamaktadir (Enver, 2012: 3). Serbest bolgelerle komsu iilkeler arasindaki
karayolu aginin ve altyapisinin gelismis olmast serbest bolgelerden yapilacak ihracatin arttirilmasina katki saglar.

Mallar ve insanlar, uzak mesafelere en hizli havayolu tasimaciligi ile tasinmaktadirlar. Serbest bolgenin hava
ulasim olanaklarini kullanabilmesi, iiretilen iiriinlerin daha uzak yerlere ihracini ve tagima siiresinin énemli oldugu
iiriinler i¢in zaman tasarrufu yoluyla uluslararasi ticareti destekler (Oguz ve Oguz, 2019: 69; Takim ve Ersungur,
2015: 366). Hava ulasimi imkéanlari, serbest bolgeden yapilacak ticareti arttiracaktir.

Denizyolu tagimaciligi en ucuz ve giivenli tasimacilik sistemidir. Tiirkiye’de serbest bolgelerin dagilimia
bakildiginda, liman ve denizlere yakinlik belirgin bir sekilde goriilmektedir. Nitekim ¢ogu serbest bélge, deniz
ulasimina elverisli ve ticari potansiyeli olan sehirlerinde yer almaktadir (Bakan ve Gokmen, 2014: 39).

Kalifiye eleman temini ve isgiicii maliyetlerinin rekabetciligi serbest bolgelere yatirimei firmalart cezbeder.
Firmalar altyap1 ve {ist yap1 giderlerinin karsilandig1 bolgelere yatirimlarini gergeklestirerek maliyetlerini en aza
indirmeyi hedeflerken (Kocaman, 2007: 119-120) serbest bolgelerin yer aldig1 kentlerin sagladigi bu avantajlar ve
digsalliklar, bu bolgelere yatirimlari arttirmaktadir. Serbest bolge avantajlarina yonelen yabanci yatirimeilarin,
teknolojik gelisme ve bu yolla da dis ticaret performansina katkisi beklentiler arasindadir.

4. Tiirkiye’de Serbest Bolgeler ve Iktisadi Katkilar

Tiirkiye ekonomisinin 1980°’li yillarda geceklestirdigi yapisal doniisiim siirecinde serbest bolgeler giindeme
gelmis ve calismalar baglatilmistir. Thracata dayal biiyiime stratejisine uygun olarak, cazip ortam ve daha az
biirokrasi anlayisiyla 1985 yilinda 3218 sayili Serbest Bolgeler Kanunu kabul edilmis; bu tarihten itibaren farkli
kentlerde 20 civarinda serbest bolge kurulmustur. Bu bolgelerden bazilarinda ticarete yonelik faaliyetler yapilirken
bazi bolgeler belirli sektdrlerde uzmanlagmig ve bir kismi imalat sanayine yonelik olmustur.

Tiirkiye’de serbest bolgeler, genellikle Avrupa, Orta Dogu, Orta Asya Tiirk Cumbhuriyetleri’ne yakinliklar:
g6z Oniinde bulundurularak ulasim aglarina ve genis hinterlanda sahip limanlara yakin yerlerde kurulmusladir.
Ayrica 0zellikle serbest liretim bolgeleri igin isgiicliniin kolay teminine olanak tanimasi agisindan biiyiik sehirlere
yakinlik da bir tercih nedenidir (Tekeli ve Tlkin, 1987: 159). Mevcut serbest bolgeler Tablo 1°de gdsterilmektedir.

Tablo 1: Tiirkiye’deki Serbest Bolgeler

Serbest Bolge Kurulug Serbest Bolge Kurulug
1  Mersin Serbest Bolgesi 1985 10 | Avrupa Serbest Bolgesi 1996
2 | Antalya Serbest Bolgesi 1985 11 | Rize Serbest Bolgesi 1997
3 | Ege Serbest Bolgesi 1987 12 | Kayseri Serbest Bolgesi 1997
4 Istanbul AHL Serbest Bol 1990 13 Izmir Serbest Bolgesi 1997
5 | Trabzon Serbest Bolgesi 1990 14  Gaziantep Serbest Bolgesi 1998
6 | Istanbul Trakya Serbest Bélgesi 1990 15  TUBITAK- MAM Serbest Bolgesi 1999

60



Yusuf Bayraktutan- Merve Acar /Usak Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 16-2 (2023) 58-71

7 | Adana Yumurtalik Serbest Bolgesi 1992 16  Denizli Serbest Bolgesi 2000
8 | Ist. Endiistri ve Ticaret Serbest Bolgesi 1992 17  Bursa Serbest Bolgesi 2000
9 | Samsun Serbest Bolgesi 1995 18 | Kocaeli Serbest Bolgesi 2000

Kaynak: T.C. Ticaret Bakanlig1 (2022).

11k serbest bélge 1987 yilinda Mersin’de faaliyete baslamis; buna zamanla yenileri eklenmistir. Tiirkiye’deki
serbest bolgelerden gerceklestirilen ihracat ve ithalatin 2000-2020 yillar1 arasindaki seyri, TUIK ’ten elde edilen
veriler yardimiyla asagida agiklanmaktadir.

Tablo 2: Serbest Bolgelerden Yapilan ihracat (milyon $)

Serbest Bolgenin Ad1 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
Mersin Serbest Bolgesi 90 183 232 233 332
Antalya Serbest Bolgesi 31 56 96 68 101
Ege Serbest Bolgesi 183 398 542 404 413
Istanbul AHL Serbest Bol. 200 481 208 81 46
Trabzon Serbest Bolgesi 0,430 5 607 662 452
Istanbul Trakya Serbest Bél. 17 335 126 115 155
Adana Yumurtalik Serbest Bolgesi 292 472 18 85 139
Ist. Endiistri ve Ticaret Serbest Bol. 254 637 267 212 171
Samsun Serbest Bolgesi 83 189 922 1.017 1.527
Avrupa Serbest Bolgesi 31 293 51 160 175
Rize Serbest Bolgesi 87 210 330 183 0
Kayseri Serbest Bolgesi 215 470 791 973 944
Izmir Serbest Bolgesi 44 39 18 25 99
Gaziantep Serbest Bolgesi 333 1.073 2.899 4.733 2.979
TUBITAK- MAM Serbest Bolgesi 6 43 520 969 792
Denizli Serbest Bolgesi - 451 564 608 579
Bursa Serbest Bolgesi - 3.754 8.740 10.279 9.956
Kocaeli Serbest Bolgesi - 397 54 5.152 8.646
Toplam 1.872 9.492 17.482 25.967 27.513

Kaynak: TUIK (2022 a).

Tablo 2°de serbest bolgelerden yapilan ihracatin yillar itibariyle seyri goriilmektedir. 2000 yilina kiyasla bu
bolgelerden gergeklestirilen toplam ihracat 2020 yilinda %155,5 oraninda artarak 27,5 milyar $’a ulagsmistir.

2000 y1ilinda ihracati en diisiik olan Trabzon Serbest Bolgesi iken en fazla ihracat yapan bolge ise Gaziantep
Serbest Bolgesi’dir. Bolgeden yapilan ihracat serbest bolgelerden toplam ihracatin yaklasik %32’sini
olusturmaktadir. 2020 yilinda ihracati en yiiksek olan bolgenin Bursa Serbest Bolgesi’dir ve bu bdlgeden
gerceklestirilen ihracat 2020 yili serbest bdlgeler toplam ihracatinin yaklasik %30’unu olusturmaktadir. Rize
Serbest Bolgesi disinda 2020 yilinda ihracat1 en diisiik bolge ise Istanbul AHL Serbest Bolgesi’dir. Belirtilen
donemde Kocaeli ve TUBITAK-MAM Serbest Bélgeleri, ihracat artisinin en yiiksek oranda gergeklestigi bolgeler
olmustur.

Tablo 3’te ise, serbest bolgelerden gerceklestirilen yillik ithalat miktarlar1 yer almaktadr. ithalat toplaminin
2015 yilina kadar arttigi; 2015-2020 doneminde azaldigi goriilmektedir. ihracat ve ithalatin seyri birlikte
degerlendirildiginde, serbest bolgelerin dis fazla iireterek dis agik sorunun ¢éziimiine katki sagladigi belirtilmelidir.

Tablo 3: Serbest Bolgelerden Yapilan ithalat (milyon $)

Serbest Bolgenin Ad1 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
Mersin Serbest Bolgesi 401 456 419 418 174
Antalya Serbest Bolgesi 73 175 100 69 48
Ege Serbest Bolgesi 507 995 765 54 328
Istanbul AHL Serbest Bo. 1.090 1.129 757 179 1.462
Trabzon Serbest Bolgesi 1 0,168 286 655 515
Istanbul Trakya Serbest Bél. 58 561 505 278 231
Adana Yumurtalik Serbest Bolgesi 418 280 89 298 791
Ist. Endiistri ve Ticaret Serbest Bo. 953 2.205 1.654 844 464
Samsun Serbest Bolgesi 401 543 1.631 2.156 1.982
Avrupa Serbest Bolgesi 27 302 163 465 467
Rize Serbest Bolgesi 4 16 27 34 0
Kayseri Serbest Bolgesi 169 524 462 640 413
[zmir Serbest Bolgesi 74 123 135 80 119

1 Serbest Bolgelerden Yapilan fthalat ve Thracat verileri TUTK’in Ozel D1s Ticaret Sistemi’ne gére hesaplanan dis ticaret verileri
yardimiyla serbest bolgelerin giimriik kodlar1 kullanilarak olusturulmustur.
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Gaziantep Serbest Bolgesi 149 546 1.166 808 703
TUBITAK- MAM Serbest Bolgesi 1.762 4.797 6.509 6.413 1.731
Denizli Serbest Bolgesi - 95 334 240 419
Bursa Serbest Bolgesi - 3.513 7.357 8.016 6.786
Kocaeli Serbest Bolgesi - 1.163 1.587 4.651 6.209
Toplam 6.094 17.431 23.955 26.798 22.849

Kaynak: TUIK (2022 a).

2020 y1li ithalat verileri incelendiginde ithalati en yiiksek olan bolgelerin Bursa ve Kocaeli Serbest Bolgeleri
oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu iki bolgeden gergeklestirilen ithalat serbest bolgeler toplam ithalatin yaklasik %60’ 11
olusturmaktadir.

4.1. Serbest Bolgelerin Dis Ticaret Hacmindeki Degismeler

Dis ticaret hacmi belirli donemde gergeklestirilen ithalat ve ihracatin toplamindan olugmaktadir.
Tiirkiye’deki serbest bolgelerin dis ticaret hacmi ve lilke dis ticaret hacmine orani Tablo-4’te gosterilmektedir.
Serbest bolgelerden gergeklestirilen ihracatin Tiirkiye ihracati igerisindeki payinin azaldigi goriilmektedir. Zira
2003 sonrasinda iilke ticaret hacmi, belirgin ivme ile artis kaydetmistir.

2000°1i yillarin basinda Tiirkiye’de serbest bolge sayisinin 18’e ulasmis olmasina ragmen bolgelerin dis
ticaret igerisindeki payinin azaldigi goriilmektedir. Serbest bolgelerin kurulusunda saglanan bazi vergi muafiyetleri
ve tesviklerin sona erdirilmesi, iran yaptirimlar1 ve Giircistan hiikiimetinin vergileri arttirmasi gibi sinir ve ticaret
ortagi iilkelerin uygulamalari ile bu iilkelere yapilan ihracatin azalmasi serbest bolgelerin gelisimleri 6niinde bir
engel olmustur (Toprak, 2020: 95). 2021 yilina gelindiginde serbest bolgelerin {ilkenin ihracat hacmi igerisindeki
payt %4,64’e¢ kadar gerilemistir. Bolgelerden gerceklestirilen ithalat hacmi ise Tirkiye’nin ithalat hacmi
icerisindeki payin1 korumaktadir.

Tablo 4: Tiirkiye’de Dis Ticarette Serbest Bolgelerin Pay1 (2000-2021; milyon $)

SB IHRACAT TR iHRACAT % SB ITHALAT TR iTHALAT %
2000 1.872 27.774 13,84 6.094 54.502 7,94
2001 4.397 31.334 6,13 5.079 41399 7,15
2002 5313 36.059 5,79 6.543 51.553 6,88
2003 6.392 47252 6,39 9.496 69.339 6,30
2004 8.310 63.167 6,60 14.738 97.539 5,62
2005 9.492 73.476 6,74 17.431 116.774 5,70
2006 10.460 85.534 7,18 18.714 139.576 6,46
2007 12.718 107.271 7,43 21.759 170.062 6,82
2008 15.850 132.027 7,33 23.268 201.963 7,68
2009 15.162 102.142 5,74 17.665 140.928 6,98
2010 17.482 113.883 5,51 23.955 185.544 6,75
2011 23.391 134.906 4,77 30.141 240.841 6,99
2012 23.949 152.461 537 23.717 236.545 8,97
2013 26.356 151.802 4,76 26.481 251.661 8,50
2014 26.323 157.610 4,99 27.128 242.177 7,93
2015 25.976 143.838 4,54 26.798 207.234 6,73
2016 26.159 142.529 4,45 27.305 198.618 6,27
2017 29.125 156.992 4,39 25.780 233.799 8,07
2018 31.635 167.920 431 23.017 223.047 8,69
2019 30.549 171.464 4,61 18.589 202.704 9,90
2020 27.513 169.637 5,17 22.849 219.516 8,61
2021 39.938 225.291 4,64 27.718 271.424 8,79

Kaynak: TUIK (2022 b), Ozel Dis Ticaret Hacmi verilerine gore tarafimizca olusturulmustur.

Serbest bolgelerin kurulus amaglar1 baglaminda yeniden gézden gegirilmesi, diinyada serbest bdlgelerin
gelisimi ve degisim trendi incelenerek gerekli diizenlemelerin yapilmasi yoluyla serbest bdlgelerin performansinin
gelistirilmesi giindeme alinmalidir.

3.2. Tiirkiye Serbest Bolgeleri Ticaret Hacminin Ulkelere ve Sektére Gore Dagihm

2021 yilinda serbest bolgelerin toplam ticaret hacmi 24,6 milyar $ olarak gerceklesmistir. Serbest
bolgelerden yapilan ticaretin %56,4°1 serbest bolgelerden ¢ikis olarak gerceklesmekte iken %43,6°s1 ise bolgelere
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giris seklinde gergeklesmistir. 2021 y1li itibariyle gerceklestirilen ticaret hacminin {ilkelere ve sektdre gore dagilim
Tablo 5 ve Tablo 6’da goriilmektedir.

Ulkelere gore dagiliminim yer aldig1 Tablo 5 verileri incelendiginde, serbest bélgelerden ticaretin en fazla
AB ve Diger Avrupa ve Asya iilkeleri ile yapildig1 goriilmektedir. AB iilkelerinden serbest bolgelere yapilan ticaret
baglaminda serbest bolgelerden cikis islemlerinin serbest bolgelere giris islemlerinden daha fazla oldugu
goriilmektedir. Tiirkiye ile serbest bolgeler arasi ticaret hacminde Tiirkiye’den serbest bolgelere giris 3,46 milyar
$ iken serbest bolgelerden Tiirkiye’ye giris ise 4,32 milyar $ diizeyindedir.

Tablo 5: Serbest Bolgelerdeki Ticaret Hacminin Ulke Gruplarina Gére Dagilimi (2021, milyon $)

Ulke Grubu Bolgelere Giris Bolgelerden Cikis Toplam
AB (27) Ulkeleri 2.699 4.743 7.443
Diger Avrupa (AB Harig) 889 1.012 1.901
Diger Asya Ulkeleri 1.835 566 2.401
Yakin ve Orta Dogu 821 1.159 1.981
Kuzey Amerika 392 1.049 1.442
Latin Amerika ve Karayipler 135 334 469
Kuzey Afrika 179 514 694
Diger Afrika 12 181 194
Avusturalya ve Yeni Zelanda 8 49 58
Digerleri 99 141 240
Tiirkiye 3.465 4.325 7.790
TOPLAM 10.538 14.079 24.618

Kaynak: T.C. Ticaret Bakanlig1 (2022).

Serbest bolgeler ticaret hacminin sektorlere gére dagilimini igeren Tablo 6°daki verilere gore 2021 yilinda
serbest bolgelerden gergeklestirilen ticarette en yiliksek pay sanayi sektoriine aittir. Bolgelerden gergeklestirilen
ticaretin %92,7’sini sanayi triinleri, %6,66’s1n1 tarim iiriinleri ve %0,5ini ise maden iiriinleri olugturmaktadir.

Tablo 6: Serbest Bolgelerdeki Ticaret Hacminin Sektorlere Gore Dagilimi (2021, milyon $)

Sektor Bolgelere Giris Bolgelerden Cikis Toplam
Tarim 701 665 1.367
A. Bitkisel Uriinler 667 642 1.310
B. Hayvansal Uriinler 18 5 24
C. Su Uriinleri 0,275 0,366 0,641
D. Orman {irtinleri 14 17 31
Madencilik ve Tasocakeiligi 60 34 95
Sanayi 9.775 13.379 21.155
A. Tslenmis Tarim Uriinleri 789 850 1.640
B. Islenmis Petrol Uriinleri 202 279 499
C. Sanayi Uriinleri 8.783 12.232 21.016
Toplam 10.538 14.079 24.618

Kaynak: T.C. Ticaret Bakanlig1 (2022).

Serbest bolgeler iktisadi performansinin temel bilesen ve gostergelerinden biri de istihdam edilen isgiiciiniin
nitelik ve niceligidir. Isgiicii niteliginin artmasi, teknoloji transferi, iiriin niteliginin artmasi ve verimlilik artisini
da beraberinde getirmektedir. 2021 yil1 itibariyle serbest bolgelerde toplam istihdam 85.248 iken en biiyiik katkiy1
Ege Serbest Bolgesi gerceklestirmistir (T.C. Ticaret Bakanligi, 2022).

Serbest bolgeler, dis ticarete yonelik yatirimi ve iiretimi tesvik etmek, iilkeye doviz ve teknoloji girisini
arttirmak, teknolojiyi gelistirmek ve istihdama katki saglamak, vb. amagclarla kurulmuslardir. Tiirkiye’de,
diinyadaki iyi drneklere benzer olanlar yaninda beklentilerin altinda performans gdsteren serbest bolge sayisinin
da fazla oldugu bir gercektir. Diger iiretim ve ticaret bolgelerine verilen avantaj ve tesviklerden daha fazlasina
sahip olan serbest bolgelerin etkinliklerin daha yiiksek olmasi beklenmektedir.

5. Literatiire Bakis
Serbest bolgelerin iktisadi katkis1 ve etkinligi yerli ve yabanci bir¢ok arastirmaci tarafindan arastirilmagtir.

Bu calismalarin kapsami genelde serbest bolgeler ve dis ticaret iliskisi olmakla beraber se¢ilmis bir serbest bolge
bazinda yapilan ¢aligmalar ve kiimeleme analizi seklinde yapilan ¢aligmalar da vardir.

Uzandag (2008), 1996-2007 yillar1 aylik verilerini kullanarak serbest bolgelerin dis ticaret hacmini VAR
Analizi yontemi ile agiklamaya calismistir. Ithalat ve ihracat birim deger endeksi, serbest bolgelerden
gerceklestirilen ithalat ve ihracat miktarlari, doviz kuru, enflasyon orani gibi degiskenleri kullanarak
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gerceklestirilen analizle serbest bdlgelerden yapilan ihracatin Tiirkiye ihracatina olumlu etki yaptigi sonucuna
ulasilmistir.

Hoa (2010), 1996-2009 dénemi igin serbest bolgelerin Sanghay ekonomisinde bilyiimeye etkilerini
aragtirmaktadir. Yillik veriler ile Granger Nedensellik yontemi kullanilarak elde edilen bulgulara gore, serbest
bolgelerin biiyiimeye katkisinin oldugu sonucuna ulasilmistir.

Yilmaz ve Capraz (2013), Tiirkiye’de bulunan 12 serbest bolgeye iliskin verileri kullanarak bolgelerin
etkinligini veri zarflama analizi yardimiyla a¢iklamaya ¢alismis ve bdlgelerden 8 tanesinin etkin oldugu sonucuna
ulagmustir.

Siroén ve Yiicer (2015), cekim modelini kullanarak serbest bolgelerin ticaret performanslarini inceledikleri
caligmalarida kendi veri tabanlarini olusturmus ve nominal GSYIH, nominal kisi basina GSYIH, mesafe, uzaklik
indeksi, serbest bolgenin denize kiyis1 olup olmadigi, bolgesel ticaret anlasmasi olup olmadig: kriterleri altinda 27
Avrupa Birligi iilkesinde, bitisiklik, ortak dil, somiirge baglanti yas1 gibi degiskenler igeren modeli analiz
etmislerdir. Analiz sonucunda serbest bolgelerin ticaret kisitlar1 varsa bu kisitlarin etkin oldugunu ve etkinligin
ihracata gore ithalatta daha yiiksek oldugunu belirlemis; ancak kayip ve kazanglarin ¢ok az olmasi sebebiyle net
bir sonuca ulasamamiglardir.

Agac vd. (2015), Dogu Anadolu’da kurulacak olas1 bir serbest bolge icin bir yer secimi degerlendirmesi
yaptiklart caligmalarinda ¢ok karakterli karar verme tekniklerini kullanmislardir. Serbest bolgelerin yer seciminde
temel olan {i¢ kriter, iilkelere yakinlik, ihracat miktar1 ve devlet tesviki olurken; Dogu Anadolu’da kurulmasi
planlanan serbest bolge i¢in uygun olan ilk ii¢ ilin Igdir, Hakkari ve Van oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Demirci ve Tarhan (2016), 18 serbest bolgenin istihdam durumu ve yiizélgiimlerini analiz igin girdi olarak
kullanip ticaret hacmini ¢ikti olarak yorumlanmigtir. CCR modeli ile yapilan analiz sonrasinda sadece bir serbest
bolgenin (Trabzon Serbest Bolgesi) tam etkin oldugu belirlenmistir. BCC Yontemi kullanilarak yapilan analiz
sonrasinda ise; yontemin, 6l¢ege gore degisken getiri durumu sayesinde sagladigi esneklik nedeniyle 6 serbest
bolge (Ege, Istanbul AHL, Istanbul Deri ve Ticaret, Mersin, Rize SB) tam etkin olarak belirlenmistir.

Azadegan ve Dahmardeh (2017), Iran serbest bélgelerinin etkinligini, 2012-2015 dénemi i¢in, dlgiit verileri
kullanarak Pencere Analizi ile degerlendirmis; Maku serbest bolgesinin en etkin bélge; Aras ve Qeshm
bolgelerinin ise etkin olmayan boélgeler oldugu sonucuna ulagmistir.

Danaci1 ve Kogtiirk (2017), Tiirkiye’deki serbest bolgelerin benzerlik ve farkliliklarini hiyerarsik kiimeleme
analizi yardimiyla agiklamak amaciyla 16 bolgeye ait dis ticaret verilerini kullanarak bu bélgelerin alan ve iggiicii
verimliliklerini hesaplamislardir.

Tunali ve Manga (2017), Euro/Dolar paritesindeki degisimlerin serbest bdlgelerin ihracati {izerindeki
etkilerini arastirmiglardir. 2002-2016 donemi tiger aylik verileri kullanilarak yapilan es biitiinlesme analiziyle
Euro/Dolar paritesinin Tiirkiye serbest bolgelerinin reel ihracati lizerinde kisa ve uzun vadede giiglii etkisinin
oldugu sonucuna ulagmiglardir.

Oncel ve Demirtas (2017), Tiirkiye’de serbest bolgelerden yapilan ticaretin iilke dis ticaretine etkisini ARDL
testi ve 2000-2015 yillar1 aylik verilerini kullanarak analiz etmistir. Degiskenler arasinda hem kisa hem de uzun
donemli iliski oldugu saptanmustir.

Bicil ve Ugak (2018), 1988-2017 doneminde serbest bolgelerden yapilan ihracat ile toplam ihracat iliskisini
saptamak amaciyla ARDL analizi yapmis; 6zellikle uzun dénemde serbest bolgelerden yapilan ihracatin toplam
ihracata katkist oldugu sonucuna ulagmistir.

Petekkaya (2018), 2010-2016 yillarinda serbest bolgelerde gergeklestirilen ithalat ve ihracat verilerine ek
olarak istihdam ve yiizdl¢limii verilerini veri zarflama yontemiyle analiz ederek yiizol¢iimii ve istihdamda azaltma
yoluyla bolgelerin etkinliginin arttirilabilecegini saptamistir.

Aktepe ve Tastan (2019), Tiirkiye’de serbest bdolgelerin 2003-2018 yillar1 arasinda dis ticaretteki
etkinliklerinin belirli {iriin gruplarma gore OoOlgiilerek kendi aralarinda gruplandirilmasini amagladiklar
calismalarinda kiimeleme analizi ile Tiirkiye’deki serbest bolgelerin belirli {iriin gruplarma gore siniflandirilmasi
ve dis ticaret performansi yiiksek iirlinlerin serbest bolgelerden ithal ya da ihrag¢ edilmesinin serbest bolgelerin dis
ticaret performanslarini arttiracagi sonucuna ulagsmislardir.

Kokog¢ ve Gencer (2019), istihdam, yiizdl¢limii, yerli ve yabanci firma sayisi, yatirim miktar1 ve ticaret
hacmi verilerini kullanarak veri zarflama analizi ile serbest bdlgelerin etkinligini hesaplamig; 2017 yili verileri
kullanilarak ger¢eklestirilen hesaplama sonucunda istihdamin girdi olarak yer aldig1 durumda 10, istthdamin ¢ikti
olarak yer aldig1 durumda ise 8 serbest bolgenin etkin oldugu belirlenmistir.
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6. Model ve Veri Seti

Serbest bolgelerin ihracatini belirleyen etmenleri saptamak iizere konuya iligikin literatiir dikkate alinarak
ve teorik bilgiler kullanilarak bu ¢alismaya 6zgii modelde, serbest bolgelerden gergeklestirilen yillik ihracat
(SBIHR), bagiml1 degisken olarak yer almaktadir. Bagimsiz degiskenler ise, serbest bolgenin bulundugu ilin yillik
toplam ihracati (ILIHR), bolgenin bulundugu ildeki karayolu ile taginan yiik miktar1 (ton/km) (KARA), il bazinda
kisi bag1 milli gelir (KBMG), serbest bolgenin bulundugu illerdeki 15 yas ve iizeri niifusun yliksekokul veya fakiilte
mezun sayisi (EDU), yillik ortalama doviz kuru (DK) ve AB iiye iilkelerin ortalama biiyiime orant (ABGR)
biciminde tasarlanmis; degiskenlere ait 2004-2020 dénemi verileri kullanilmisgtir.

Serbest bolgelerden gergeklestirilen ihracat, il bazinda yillik ihracat ve kisi bagina milli gelir verileri Tiirkiye
Istatistik Kurumu’ndan (TUIK), ilde karayolu ile tagman yiik miktar1 verileri Karayollar1 Genel Miidiirliigii’niin
internet sitesinde bulunan Trafik ve Ulagtirma Bilgilerinden derlenmistir. Déviz kuru verileri Merkez Bankasi veri
taban1t EVDS’den ve AB ortalama biiyiime oranlar1 da Diinya Bankasi Veritabani’ndan (WB Data) alimustir.
Analizde serbest bolgenin bulundugu illerdeki 15 yas ve {izeri niifusun yiiksekokul veya fakiilte mezun sayisi
verileri 2008 yil1 itibariyle baglamasi sebebiyle 2004-2007 y1l1 verileri illerdeki yiliksekokul veya fakiilte mezun
sayisinin trendine bakilarak tarafimizca tahmin edilmistir. Analize esas model su sekilde olusturulmustur:

SBIHR;: = foit + 1ILIHR;: + f2KARA;: + SsKBMGi: + SsEDUit + fsDKit + fsABGRit + it (D)
=1,23,....... ,18.
t=1,2,3,....... ,17.

il bazinda ve her bir bdlgenin ihracatini etkileyen faktorlerin incelenmesi amaciyla tasarlanan bu model,
literatiirde benzerinin daha 6nce denenmemis olmasi nedeniyle bu konudaki akademik yazina onemli katki
sunmaktadir.

7. Analiz Bulgular

Panel verileri ile ¢alisildiginda serileri etkileyen ortak soklarin varligi yatay kesit bagimliligina sebep
olmaktadir. Yatay kesit bagimliliginin belirlenmesi, uygulanacak birim kok testlerinin se¢iminde énemlidir.

Tablo 7: Yatay Kesit Bagimhiligi Test Sonug¢lari

Breusch-Pagan Test Test Istatistigi Olasihk
LM 227.6 0.0001

LM adj* -3.552 0.0004

LM CD* 2.815 0.0049

LM ve LM adj* testleri zaman kesiti birim kesitinden daha biiyiik oldugu durumda (T>N) kullanilirken, LM
CD* ise birim kesitinin zaman kesitinden daha biiyiik oldugu (N>T) durumlarda kullanilmaktadir. Panelde N=18
ve T=17 oldugundan LM CD* testi sonuglar1 dikkate alinacaktir.

Tablo 7’de yer alan test sonuglarina gore temel hipotez %5 anlamlilik diizeyinde reddedilememektedir.
Dolayistyla paneli olusturan birimlerde yatay kesit bagimliligi bulunmaktadir. Bu nedenle, yatay kesit
bagimliligini dikkate alan ikinci nesil panel birim kok testleri ile analize devam edilmistir.

Serilere yatay kesit bagimliligini dikkate alan ikinci nesil panel birim kok testlerinden Bai-Ng birim kok
testi uygulanmistir ve bulgular Tablo 8’de sunulmustur.

Tablo 8: Panel Birim Kok Testi Sonuclari

Degisken ; Sabitli - : Sabitli ve Trendli -
Deger P-Degeri Deger P-Degeri

SBIHR -2,60828 0.00910 -4,24222 0.00002*
ASBIHR 3,80504 0.00014 3,59211 0.00033
ILIHRC -2,66528 0.00769 -4,24222 0.00002*
AILIHR 1,65217 0.09846 -0,85122 0.39465
KBMG -2,60017 0.00932 -4,24222 0.00002*
AKBMG 2,97652 0.00292 0,71506 0.47457
KARA -2,61078 0.00903 -4,24222 0.00002*
AKARA -0,08728 0.93045 0,85469 0.39272
DK -2,65850 0.00785 -4,24222 0.00002*
ADK -4,22691 0.00002 -4,24222 0.00002
ABGR -2,64925 0.00807 -4,24222 0.00002*
AABGR -1,18138 0.23745 -4,24179 0.00002
EDU -2,63997 0.00829 -4,24222 0.00002*
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AEDU 0.0000 0.0000

Not: A ifadesi degiskenlerin birinci farkinimn alindigini géstermektedir. *; %5 anlamlilik diizeyinde duraganlig: ifade etmektedir. Modele iliskin
uygun gecikme uzunlugu Akaike Bilgi Kriteri’ne (AIC) gore belirlenmistir.

Tablo 8’da yer alan panel biri kok sonuglarin gore tiim degiskenlerin sabitli ve trendli hallerinde t-istatistik
degerleri ve olasilik degerleri ile Hy reddedilememektedir. Yani tiim degiskenler diizeyde duragandir. Boylece
modelin en kiigiik kareler yontemi ile tahmin edilmesi uygun goriinmektedir. Ancak sabit etkiler ya da rassal etkiler
modelinin uygun olup olmadigina karar vermek icin Hausman testi uygulanmisg; test bulgular1 Tablo 9’da
sunulmustur.

Tablo 9: Hausman Testi Sonug¢lari

Ki-Kare Istatistigi Olasilik Degeri
29,06 0.0000

Hausman testi sonuclarina gére Ho reddedilmis; sabit etkiler modelinin uygun olduguna karar verilmistir.
Daha sonra, modelde sabit varyans, otokorelasyon ve degisen varyans gibi varsayimdan sapmalarin olup
olmadigina karar vermek i¢in bir takim tanisal testler uygulanmistir.

Bulgularin yer aldig1 Tablo 10 incelendiginde, degistirilmis Wald testi, Breusch- Pagan LM testi sonucunda
temel hipotez reddedilmis ve modelde degisen varyans ve otokorelasyonun var oldugu kabul edilmistir. Durbin-
Watson testi ile yerel en iyi degismez testi sonuglarinin 2°den kii¢iik olmasi, yine temel hipotezin reddedildigi
anlamina gelmekte ve modelde otokorelasyonun da var oldugu kabul edilmektedir.

Tablo 10: Varsayimlardan Sapmalarin Testi

DEGISEN VARYANS
Degistirilmis Wald Testi (Greene, 2000) 14875.36 (0.000)*
OTOKORELASYON
Durbin - Watson Testi (Bahargava vd. 1982) 0.17551494*
Yerel En Iyi Degismez Testi (Baltagi And Wu, 1999) 0.37096371*
BIRIMLER ARASI KORELASYON
Breusch-Pagan LM Testi 1032.261 (0,000)*

Sabit etkiler modeline iliskin otokorelasyon, birimler arasi korelasyon ve degisen varyans gibi varsayimdan
sapmalar tespit edilmis ve bu sapmalari gideren Driscoll ve Kraay (1998) tahmincisi ile model tahmin edilmistir.
Degiskenler arasindaki oransal artislari belirlemek igin modeli tahmin etmeden 6nce tiim degiskenlerin logaritmast
alinmistir. Tablo 11°de analiz bulgular1 sunulmaktadir. Modelin geneli ve biitiin degiskenler anlamlidir.

Tablo 11: Driscoll-Kraay (1998) Tahmincisi Sonug¢lari

Bagimh Degisken: SBIHR Katsay1 Standart Hata T-istatistigi Olasihik
Po - Sabit Katsay1 17.99697 3.4337 5.24%** 0.000
ILIHR 0.64460 0.1581 4.08%** 0.001
KBMG -0.05301 0.2493 -0.21%* 0.834
EDU 0.04039 0.1511 0.27* 0.793
KARA -0.52398 0.1823 -2.87** 0.011
DK 0.05308 0.08008 0.66* 0.517
ABGR 0.05835 0.02380 2.45%* 0.026
Gozlem Sayisi 306
Maks. Gecikme Sayisi 2
F-Istatistigi 65.29 0.0000%**
R? 0.2507

* kxR girastyla %10, %5 ve %1 anlamlilik diizeylerini ifade etmektedir. KBMG, EDU ve DK degiskenleri %90, ABGR ve KARA
degiskenleri %95 ve diger tiim degiskenler %99 giiven araligindadir.

Serbest bolgenin bulundugu ilin toplam ihracatindaki (ILIHR) bir birimlik artis, serbest bdlgelerin ihracatini
0.64 birim arttirmakta; egitim (EDU), doviz kuru (DK) ve AB iiye iilkeleri ortalama biiyiime oranlarindaki
(ABGR) bir birimlik artig da serbest bdlgelerden gergeklestirilen ihracati sirastyla 0.040, 0.053, 0.058 birim
arttirmaktadir. Ayrica serbest bolgelerin bulundugu ildeki kisi bagina milli gelir (KBMG) ve karayolu ile taginana
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yiik miktar1 (KARA) degiskenlerdeki 1 birimlik artis serbest bolgelerden gergeklestirilecek olan ihracati ters yonlii
olarak etkilemektedir.

Nedensellik analizinden 6nce modelin tiimiine iliskin yatay kesit bagimliliginin varligini1 sinamak igin
Pesaran (2004) testi yapilmistir ve bulgular Tablo 12’de sunulmusgtur.

Tablo 12: Yatay Kesit Bagimlih@1 Test Sonugclari
Test istatistigi Olasilik Degeri
13.156 0.0000
Pesaran (2004) testinde model i¢in ‘yatay kesit bagimlilig1 yoktur’ seklindeki temel hipotez test istatistigine
gore reddedilerek model i¢in yatay kesit bagimliliginin var oldugu sonucuna ulagilmigtir. Bu durumda nedensellik

iligkisini belirlemek i¢cin modele hem homojen hem de heterojen panel veri setinde kullanilan Dumitrescu ve
Hurlin nedensellik testi uygulanmaistir.

Tablo 13: Dumitrescu-Hurlin Nedensellik Testi Sonu¢lari

Nedenselligin Yonii Test istatistigi Olasilik Degeri
SBIHR—KBMG 3.24451 0.001
KARA—SBIHR 4.80640 0.000

EDU—SBIHR 11.3939 0.000
ABGR—SBIHR 3.21189 0.001
KARA—KBMG 3.31791 0.000
KBMG—KARA 2.47921 0.001
ILIHR—-KBMG 2.53643 0.001

DK—KBMG 2.78723 0.005
ILIHR-KBMG 5.08350 0.000
ABGR—KARA 4.60026 0.000
ILIHR—EDU 3.96830 0.000
EDU—ILIHR 2.74034 0.006
DK—ILIHR 4.05646 0.000
DK—EDU -2.01108 0.044
EDU—ABGR -1.88683 0.059
ABGR—DK -3.01517 0.002
DK—ABGR 2.94566 0.003
DK—SBIHR 1.89682 0.057

Tablo 13’te birimler aras1 nedensellik ve yonii belirtilmektedir. Burada sadece aralarinda nedensellik iliskisi
bulunan degiskenlere yer verilmektedir. Tablo 13 incelendiginde, serbest bolgelerin ihracatindan sadece serbest
bolgenin bulundugu ilin kisi bagina milli gelirine dogru bir nedensellik goriilmekte iken; karayolu ile tagiman yiik
miktari, egitim, AB iiye iilkeleri ortalama biiylime orani ile doviz kuru degiskenlerinden serbest bolgelerinin
ihracatina dogru bir nedensellik oldugu tespit edilmistir.

8. Sonuc¢

Serbest bolgeler avantajli giimriik islemleri ve dis ticaret i¢in sundugu firsatlar sayesinde, 6zellikle dis agik
sorunu olan iilkeler i¢in tercih edilmeye deger 6zel dis ticaret rejimi diizenlemeleri arasindadir.

Tiirkiye’de serbest bolgeler, genellikle iilkenin lojistik avantaj tasiyan kiy1 kesimlerinde ve uluslararasi
yatirmmlar ve ticaretin yogun olarak yapildigi sehirlerde yer almaktadir. Ulke gruplarina gére serbest bolgelerden
yapilan ticarete bakildiginda, serbest bolgelerden en fazla ihracatin AB {iyesi iilkelere yapildig1 goriilmektedir. Bu
iilkelere gergeklestirilen ihracat, 2021 yil1 itibariyle serbest bolgelerden gerceklestirilen toplam ihracatin yaklasik
iice birini olusturmaktadir. Avrupa iilkelerini, ihracat payr bakimindan Kuzey ve Orta Amerika dilkeleri
izlemektedir.

Bu c¢aligma, serbest bolgelerin ihracatini etkileyen genel ve kentsel etmenlerin analizi temel amaci
bakimindan 6zgiin deger tasimaktadir. Mevcut literatiirde kismen benzerligi olan Siroén ve Yiicer (2015) disinda,
kapsam ve yaklasim olarak benzer aragtirma bulunmamaktadir. Tiirkiye’deki serbest bolgelerin dis ticaretini
etkileyen etmenleri konu edinen herhangi bir ¢alismaya da rastlanmamstir. Uzandag (2008), Oncel ve Demirtas
(2017) ile Bicil ve Ugak (2018), serbest bolgelerden gerceklestirilen ticaretin {ilkenin dis ticareti ile iligkisini ele
almaktadir. Kapsam/model farki nedeniyle so6z konusu arastirmalarin bulgulari, bu ¢alismaninkilerle
karsilastirilabilir degildir. Konuya dair genel literatiir taramas1 baglaminda da bu konu ile ilgili arastirmalarin
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siirlt kaldigi gézlenmektedir. Veri bulmada karsilagilan zorluk, serbest bolgelerle ilgili verilerin diizenli ve toplu
halde erisilebilir olmamasi gibi problemler, bu konuda yapilacak olan arastirmalar olumsuz etkilemektedir.

EKK tahmin bulgulariyla, serbest bolgelerden gerceklestirilen ihracat ile karayolu yiik tagima kapasitesi ve
il diizeyinde kisi basma milli gelir arasinda negatif iliski tespit edilmistir. Bu bulgular, teorik beklentilere
uymamaktadir. Zira lojistik potansiyeli temsil etmesi beklenen karayolu yiik tasima kapasitesi artarken ihracatin
da artmasi beklenirdi. Benzer sekilde, kentsel tiretimi temsilen kisi basina gelir artarken serbest bolge ihracatinin
bundan olumlu etkilenmesi beklenirdi. Dis ticaretin daha ¢ok denizyoluyla gergeklestigi ve ihracatin hedef
pazardaki gelir diizeyinden daha ¢ok etkilendigi bilinmektedir. Egitim diizeyi, ilin genel ihracati, baslica ticaret
pazari olan {ilkelerin biiyiime oranlari ile serbest bolge ihracati arasinda ise pozitif iligki elde edilmistir. Teorik
beklentilerle uyumlu bu bulgulardan hareketle, isgiicii niteligini artiracak sekilde yiiksekogretim mezunlar
oraninin yikseltilmesi ve serbest bolgenin bulundugu kentin ihracat kabiliyetini iyilestirecek destekleyici
diizenlemeler, serbest bolge ihracatinin artmasina yonelik politika dnerileri olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Kisa donemli nedensellik analizi sonucunda, karayollar1 yiik kapasitesi, il diizeyinde yiiksekogretim mezun
say1st, doviz kuru, AB iilkeleri ortalama biiylime oranlarindan serbest bolgelere dogru tek yonli bir nedensellik
oldugu saptanmistir. Bu gozlemler, biitiiniiyle teorik beklentileri karsilamakta ve yukarida belirtilen politika
onerilerini desteklemektedir.

Arastirmanin kapsami, serbest bdlgelerin limana uzakliklari modele eklenerek genisletilebilir. Ayrica es
biitiinlesme analizi ile serbest bolgelerin ihracatini etkileyen faktorlerin uzun dénemli etkisi de tartigilabilir.
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Arastirmacilarin Cikar Catismasi Beyani
Bu ¢alismada herhangi bir potansiyel ¢ikar ¢atigmasi bulunmamaktadir.
Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Beyam

Etik kurul izni ve/veya yasal/6zel izin alinmasina gerek olmayan bu c¢alismada arastirma ve yayin etigine
uyulmustur.

Arastirmacilarin Katki Oram Beyam

Yazarlar makaleye esit oranda katki saglamis olduklarini beyan eder.
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Factors Determining the Export of Free Zones: The Case of Turkiye
Yusuf Bayraktutan, Merve Acar
Extended Abstract
Study Title: Factors Determining the Export Performance of Free Zones: The Case of Turkiye

Purpose of the Study: The purpose of this study is to examine the factors affecting the export performance
of free zones in Turkiye. Although the literature generally focuses on the foreign trade performance of free zones
and their contribution to the national economy, this study analyzes the general and urban factors affecting the
exports of free zones.

Research Questions: What are the determinants of the export performance of free zones in Turkiye? What
is the impact of these factors categorized as national and urban on the export performance of free zones?

Literature Review: The contribution and effectiveness of free trade zones to foreign trade have been
investigated by many domestic and foreign researchers through various empirical studies. Although the scope of
these studies is generally free zones and foreign trade, there are also studies on a selected region and studies
conducted with cluster analysis. When the literature is examined, while the foreign trade performance of free zones
and the countries or country groups are emphasized, there is no study on the general-national and urban factors
affecting the export performance of free zones. For example, Uzandag (2008), Oncel and Demirtas (2017) and
Bicil and Ugak (2018), etc., examined the relationship between exports from free zones and the country's foreign
trade in different periods and found a positive impact of exports from free zones on the country's economy.

Methodology: For this study, the data of 18 free zones in Turkiye for the period of 2004-2020 were obtained;
for each free zone, annual exports from free zones subject to special foreign trade regime (SBIHR) were included
in the model as the dependent variable. As independent variables, the total annual exports of the province where
the free zone is located (ILIHR), the amount of freight transported by road (tons/km) in the province where the
free zone is located (KARA), the national income per capita in province (KBMG), the number of college or faculty
graduates of the population aged 15 and over in the provinces (EDU), the annual average exchange rate (EG) and
the average growth rate of EU member states (EUGR) are used. The data are analyzed according to the static panel
data method. When analyzing panel data, in order to estimate the level of impact of shocks to each series on the
other series, the existence of cross-sectional dependence in the series must first be determined. The determination
of cross-section dependence also plays a decisive role in the choice of unit root tests to determine the stationarity
of panel data. Panel unit root tests are divided into two according to the presence or absence of cross-section
dependence. While first generation unit root tests are used in the absence of cross-section dependence, second
generation unit root tests are applied in the presence of cross-section dependence.

After determining that the series are stationary at their level values through the appropriate unit root test,
the model is estimated by the least squares method. In the last stage of the analysis, the causality test developed
by Dumitrescu - Hurlin (2012) was applied to the model to determine the short-run causality relationship between
the variables.

Conclusion and Evaluation: According to the LS estimation findings, a one-unit increase in the total
exports of the province where the free zone is located (ILIHR) increases the exports of free zones by 0.64 units,
while a one-unit increase in education (EDU), exchange rate (DK) and average growth rates of EU member states
(ABGR) increases exports from free zones by 0.040, 0.053 and 0.058 units, respectively. On the other hand, a one-
unit increase in the national income per capita (KBMG) and the road freight transportation capacity (KARA)
variables in the province where the free zones are located affect exports from free zones in the opposite direction.
Theoretically, exports would be expected to increase as the road freight transportation capacity, which represents
logistics potential increases. Similarly, as per capita income, which represents urban production, increases, free
zone exports would be expected to be positively affected. However, it is also known that foreign trade is mostly
carried out by sea and exports are more affected by the income level in the target market.

A positive relationship was found between the level of education, the general exports of the province, the
growth rates of the countries that are the main trade markets, and the exports of the free zone. Based on these
findings, which are in line with theoretical expectations, raising the level of education to increase the quality of
labor force and supportive regulations to improve the export capability of the city where the free zone is located
emerge as policy recommendations in order to increase exports.

Short-run causality analysis reveals that there is a unidirectional causality from highway load capacity,
number of higher education graduates at provincial level, exchange rate, average growth rates of EU countries to
free trade zones. These observations fully meet the theoretical expectations and support the policy
recommendations mentioned above.
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1. Introduction

Cash flows are particularly important in the management of companies. Managers want the business to be
able to meet the cash flows that it needs or will need with the cash inflows earned or will be earned from ordinary
operations because they estimate the cash inflows and outflows for the coming months. Managers must plan ahead
of time for converting short-term investments (stocks, bonds, etc.) into cash or making short-term loans if their
cash requirements exceed their estimated cash inflows. In the opposite case, when cash inflows are expected to
exceed cash withdrawals, managers prefer to make strategies such as shifting to short-term investments or paying
off short-term debts (Peker, 1980: 272). Therefore, knowing a company's cash flow accurately helps them plan
ahead and take ensures on a variety of difficulties, including short- and long-term financing. Furthermore, one of
the concerns that both business managers and consumers of financial information are now focusing on is cash flow
analysis. Accurately calculating and presenting cash flows in firms is crucial for this reason. Users of financial
information are provided with a cash flow statement that represents the cash flows of firms.

A cash flow statement shows the inflows and outflows of cash for a specific period. It provides information
on the sources and uses of a company's cash, such as financing, investment, and operational activities (Er et al.,
2017: 182; Coban Celikdemir, 2019: 224). The cash flow statement details the company's investments for a specific
time period, the sources of financing used, and the cash flows associated with those investments. Furthermore, the
cash flow statement informs shareholders and creditors about the operation. The information in question concerns
the period for which the investments will be returned to the shareholders, as well as the timely payment of the
principal and interest on investments made to investors (Samiloglu and Akgiin, 2015: 158; Akdogan and Tenker,
2007: 358). This is because the Cash Flow Statement is prepared on a cash basis, providing financial information
users to examine companies' future cash flows (Elmas, 2015: 72).

Cash flows for the period are classified and reported in the Statement of Cash Flows within the scope of
IAS 7 Statement of Cash Flows Standard according to operating, investing, and financing activities (IAS 7). Cash
flows arising from operating activities generally consist of the main income-generating activities of the business
and arise from transactions and events included in the determination of net profit or loss (IAS 7, paragraph 14;
Ozerhan and Yanik, 2015: 88). Operating activities are critical in determining and implementing a company's
investment decisions. Because cash flows are essential indicators of a company's capacity to make payments on
loans, maintain operations, and pay dividends without the need for external financing (IAS 7, paragraph 13: Er et
al., 2015: 193). Investing activities include long-term asset growth and losses in a company's tangible and
intangible assets like as buildings, machinery and equipment, and property (Samiloglu and Akgiin, 2015: 180).
Presenting cash flows resulting from investing activities under different headings; It is vital to reflect the degree
of expenditures paid for resources that are projected to generate benefits to the company in the future, in other
words income and cash flow (IAS 7). Lastly, cash flows from financing operations help users of financial
information predict how much of the company's future cash flows investors will need (IAS 7, paragraph 17; Orten
et al., 2019: 74).

It is critical for each stakeholder of the company to classify and provide the activities from which cash is
obtained and for which it is used in the Cash Flow Statement. The aim of this research is to examine at the cash
flows generated by the operating, investing, and financing operations of 79 companies in the BIST 100 Index
between 2005 and 2021. When examining the cash flows of companies, the sectors in which they operate have
been taken into account and the cash flows have been interpreted accordingly. The rest of the paper is structured
as follows: literature review, methodology, findings, and conclusion.

2. Literature Review
This section summarizes the studies in the literature on cash flows.

Aktas et al. (2012) analyzed the cash flow statements of 176 publicly traded companies in Turkey between
2007 and 2010 within the scope of the "Cash Flow Patterns Method". According to the study's findings, the cash
flow characteristics of 176 publicly traded companies in Turkey have been classified into three business models:
successful firm, young firm, and growing firm. Karadeniz (2017) used the "Cash Flow Generating Activities
Method" to examine the cash flow statements of 207 hospitality companies (25 in the Americas, 51 in Europe, and
131 in Asia-Pacific) between 2013 and 2015. As a result of the research, it has been determined that the cash flow
characteristics of hospitality companies are as follows: successful business, young firm, and regressing or
restructuring firm. Beyazgiil and Karadeniz (2019) used the "Cash Flow Patterns Method" to investigate the cash
flow statements of 29 football clubs in Turkey and Europe between 2013 and 2018. The study determined that the
cash flow profiles of football teams are successful business, young business, and growing business, in that order.
Furthermore, European football clubs generated negative cash flows from financing and investing activities but
positive cash flows from operating activities. Football clubs in Turkey, on the other hand, have been discovered to
generate positive cash flows from the financing activities while generating negative cash flows from operating and
investing activities. In addition to these studies, there are studies on the evaluation of method choice in the
presentation of cash flows in Turkey (Bayrakcolu and Bayri, 2019), the effects of cash flows on stock returns and
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return on equity in the Turkish Insurance Index (Giivemli et al., 2021), the importance and functioning of cash
management in Turkey (Onal, 1996), and value relevance of cash flows and earnings (Giileg, 2017).

This study differs from previous research in that is analyzes the cash flows of the companies in the BIST
100 Index while taking into account the sectors in which they operate. The situation of cash flows from operating,
investing and financing activities according to sectors between 2005 and 2021 is revealed. In this way, it is aimed
to guide investors who will make decisions according to the sector. The study is expected to both contribute to the
literature and guide practitioners.

3. Methodology

Data on the cash flows of companies traded in the BIST 100 Index between 2005 and 2021 has been obtained
from Refinitiv's Thomson Reuters ASSET4, EIKON, and DataStream databases. The US Dollar has been used as
the currency in cash flows. The data of 79 companies with full access to their data have been selected as samples.
Quantitative content analysis has been considered as a method. The sector distribution of the 79 companies in the
BIST 100 Index is shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Sectoral Distribution of the Companies

Sector Number  Sectors Number of companies Percentage (%)
1 Electricity Gas, and Water 2 3
2 Manufacturing 31 39
3 Construction and Public Works 1 1
4 Mining and Quarrying 3 4
5 Technology 3 4
6 Telecommunications 2 3
7 Wholesale and Retail Trade 4 5
8 Transportation and Storage 1 1
9 Holding and Investment Companies 10 12,5
10 Financial Institutions 22 27,5

Total 79 100

4. Findings
This section examines and categorizes the cash flows generated by the operating, investing, and financing
activities of 79 BIST 100 Index companies between 2005 and 2021.

Figure 1 shows the cash flows of the Electricity, Gas, and Water sectors.
Figure 1: Cash Flows in the Electricity, Gas, and Water Sector (Thousand $)
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from Financing Activities)

It has been shown that the cash flows from financing and investing operations had the highest fluctuation,
as shown in Figure 1. Even while operating cash flows have fluctuated less, it has been shown that in 2011-2012
and 2015-2016, they have been lower in amount and even resulted with a negative balance.

Furthermore, it may be stated that the peak of financing and investing activities had been reached in 2008,
but that the global financial crisis of 2008 had a significant negative influence in 2009, leading to a dramatic fall
in these activities.

The manufacturing sector's cash flows are shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Cash Flows in Manufacturing Sector (Thousand $)
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According to Figure 2, the majority of cash flows in the manufacturing sector are from operating activities.
Furthermore, cash flows from operating and investing operations are positive between 2005 and 2021. The same
cannot be said for cash flows generated by financing activities, which, unlike other cash flows, have been ending
with a negative balance for many years. Figure 3 shows the cash flows of the Construction and Public Works
sector.

Figure 3: Cash Flows in Construction and Public Works Sector (Thousand $)
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As shown in Figure 3, cash flows from operating activities in the Construction and Public Works sector have
historically been positive, and cash flows from investing activities have also been positive, with the exception of
2020.However, cash flows from financing activities have been shown to be negative in every year examined.
Figure 4 shows the cash flows for the Mining and Quarrying sector.

Figure 4: Cash Flows in Mining and Quarrying Sector (Thousand $§)
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As shown in Figure 4, all years provided a positive cash flow from operating and investing operations.
Furthermore, cash flows from operating activities surged after the 2008 financial crisis and even after 2020, when
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Tiirkiye has been impacted by the COVID-19. Taking a look at the cash flows generated by investing activities,
we can see that the highest amount has been reached in 2013 and has not been surpassed since. Finally, the highest
amount of cash flows produced by financing activities has been observed in 2008, before decreasing to a negative
value in 2009. The Technology sector's cash flows are shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5: Cash Flows in Technology sector (Thousand $)
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As seen in Figure 5, whereas cash flows from operating and financing activities followed the same trend
until 2015, there is an opposing tendency after that year. In other words, after 2015, cash flows from operating and
financing activities show an opposite trajectory. When looking at the cash flows generated by investing activities,
we can observe that, while there is no unidirectional trend over time, it tends to increase as a result and reaches its
peak in 2021. The cash flows of the Telecommunications sector are shown in Figure 6.

Figure 6: Cash Flows in Telecommunications Sector (Thousand $)
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In Figure 6, cash flow from operating activities in the Telecommunications sector peaked in 2008 and
subsequently began to fall. As can be seen, the cash flows generated by operating and investing activities are
approximately equal in 2009. Cash flows from all activities relatively close to each other in 2016. Cash flow from
financing activities generally has a negative value. The cash flows of the Wholesale and Retail Trade sector are
shown in Figure 7.
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Figure 7: Cash Flows in Wholesale and Retail Trade Sector (Thousand $)
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As shown in Figure 7, cash flow from operating activities in the Wholesale and Retail Trade sector has
usually increased. Cash flows from investing and financing activities had a more volatile path, with the highest
amounts in both occurring in 2008 and not being repeated in subsequent years. Furthermore, 2015 represented the
year in which the values generated from the three cash flows were closest to each other. The Transportation and
Storage sector's cash flows are seen in Figure 8.

Figure 8: Cash Flows in Transportation and Storage Sector (Thousand $)
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According to Figure 8, cash flows from operating and investing activity shifted in the same trend over the
years, but only in the reverse trend from 2016 to 2017, resulting in a negative value for the decrease in
investing activities. When cash flows from financing activities have been investigated it has been found that just
four years ended with a positive value, while the remaining years ended with a negative value. The cash flows of
the Holding and Investment Companies sector are shown in Figure 9.

Figure 9: Cash Flows in Holding and Investment Companies Sector (Thousand $)
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As shown in Figure 9, cash flows from financing activities and cash flows from operating and investing
activities tend to exhibit an inverse trend. Despite a high increase in cash flows from operating activities, especially

77



Osuz Yusuf ATASEL- Yasin SEKER/Usak Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 16-2 (2023) 72-81

between 2007 and 2009, there is a similarly sharp decrease in cash flows from financing activities. The Financial
Institutions sector's cash flows can be seen in Figure 10.

Figure 10: Cash Flows in Financial Institutions Sector (Thousand $)
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As seen in Figure 10, the Financial Institutions sector has consistently generated positive cash flow from
operating, investing, and financing. The amounts and fluctuations of cash flows generated by operating and
investing operations are roughly comparable year after year. Table 2 shows the companies and their values with
the lowest cash flow values throughout time.

Table 2: Companies with the Lowest Cash Flows by Years

Year Share Cash flow from Sector Share Cash flow from Sector Share Cash flow from Sector
Code operating activities Nr. Code investing activities Nr. Code financing activities Nr.
2005 | GARAN -5626733 10 GARAN -729674 10 TTKOM -2208553 6
2006 | SAHOL -4120188 9 SAHOL -1057965 9 TTKOM -1653677 6
2007 | SAHOL -4510370 9 ECILC -491639 9 TTKOM -1737630 6
2008 | KCHOL -3627572 9 KCHOL -128186 9 TTKOM -1801163 6
2009 | AGHOL -226117 9 ECILC -235598 9 SAHOL -2356929 9
2010 | SAHOL -926437 9 DOHOL -866108 9 TTKOM -1069099 6
2011 | KCHOL -4568849 9 SAHOL -1898121 9 EREGL -1275894 2
2012 | HALKB -3245452 10 ULKER -233743 2 TTKOM -594866 6
2013 | SKBNK -237741 10 AGHOL -279500 9 EREGL -1188447 2
2014 | EKGYO -1151897 10 EKGYO -175059 10 THYAO -546828 8
2015 | SKBNK -296788 10 GSDHO -125442 10 TCELL -1619028 6
2016 | SAHOL -3212373 9 AGHOL -265980 9 TAVHL -395988 9
2017 | EKGYO -782988 10 THYAO -705083 8 THYAO -2641477 8
2018 | SAHOL -1213103 9 DOHOL -479009 9 AKBNK -1038948 10
2019 | SKBNK -459816 10 SKBNK -192619 10 SAHOL -1427187 9
2020 | SKBNK -322849 10 KCHOL -1735636 9 KCHOL -954341 9
2021 | AKBNK -864029 10 SKBNK -160677 10 THYAO -2186803 8

Note: Information on Sector Numbers is included in Table 1.

As shown in Table 2, the companies with the lowest cash flow from operating activities generally to be in
the holding or financial institution sectors. Ten of the companies with the lowest cash flow from investing activities
over time are financial institutions, five are holding companies, one is in manufacturing, and one is in
transportation and storage. Finally, seven of the companies with the lowest value of cash flows obtained from
financing activities are in the telecommunications sector, four are in the holding sector, three are in transportation
and storage, two are in manufacturing, and one is in financial institutions.

Table 3 shows the companies with the highest cash flow values and their values over time.
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Table 3: Companies with the Highest Cash Flows by Years

Year Share Cash flow from Sector Share Cash flow from Sector Share Cash flow from Sector
Code operating activities Nr. Code investing activities Nr. Code financing activities Nr.
2005 | AKBNK 6382989 10 AKBNK 12497430 10 AKBNK 7353936 10
2006 | TTKOM 2492097 6 ISCTR 10813199 10 GARAN 9681484 10
2007 ISCTR 4210888 10 GARAN 13383081 10 GARAN 10680966 10
2008 | SAHOL 8198234 9 ISCTR 15157749 10 GARAN 14920555 10
2009 | SAHOL 12038704 9 ISCTR 13868645 10 ISCTR 9817037 10
2010 | GARAN 2989486 10 GARAN 14852867 10 YKBNK 11607577 10
2011 ISCTR 3175981 10 ISCTR 17510375 10 ISCTR 14072869 10
2012 | YKBNK 6193968 10 AKBNK 10281471 10 AKBNK 8994849 10
2013 ISCTR 6935685 10 GARAN 20352665 10 GARAN 18409006 10
2014 | HALKB 5017039 10 YKBNK 14814764 10 YKBNK 11055724 10
2015 ISCTR 4074144 10 YKBNK 12595797 10 GARAN 10482231 10
2016 ISCTR 5404443 10 HALKB 12731207 10 HALKB 10601228 10
2017 | HALKB 5583365 10 HALKB 14450628 10 VAKBN 13032152 10
2018 | GARAN 2015413 10 HALKB 11467580 10 HALKB 10063040 10
2019 | SAHOL 4989264 9 VAKBN 14986138 10 VAKBN 15133858 10
2020 ISCTR 7018056 10 VAKBN 29912110 10 VAKBN 32597948 10
2021 ISCTR 6056006 10 GARAN 25973019 10 GARAN 31522740 10

Note: Information on Sector Numbers is included in Table 1.

According to Table 3, only the telecommunications sector generated the most cash flows from operating
activities in 2006, while firms in the holding or financial institutions sectors generated the most in previous years.
Banks in the financial institutions sector have acquired the highest value of cash flows from financing and investing
activities in all years. Because the financial institutions sector mostly performs its operations using cash assets, it
is logical for it to have the highest value in all three cash flow categories.

5. Conclusions

The cash flow statement is prepared on a cash basis, as opposed to the balance sheet and other statements
that are prepared on an accrual basis. When a company's cash flow statement is examined, it is possible to
determine the amount of cash generates and repayments in the company within a period, as well as the source and
usage areas of such collections and payments. Because it shows the cause of changes in the companies' cash worth
over time, the cash flow statement is crucial to a wide range of stakeholders, including managers, shareholders,
investors, and creditors. The cash flows from the operating, investing, and financing activities of 79 companies in
the BIST 100 Index have been examined in this study based on the sectors in which they operated from 2005 to
2021. It has been discovered that the companies included in the analysis have operations in ten different sectors.

When cash flows have been examined by sector, it has been found that the levels of impact from the 2008
economic crisis differed. While some sectors (such as technology, mining and quarrying, construction and public
works) are mildly impacted, others are severely impacted. In terms of cash flows from financing and investing
activities, the sectors most affected by the crisis include energy, gas and water, manufacturing, wholesale and retail
trade, and financial institutions. Transportation and storage, as well as holding and investment companies,
represented the sectors most affected by the 2008 crisis in terms of cash flows from operating and investing
activities. Without a doubt, the COVID-19 pandemic, which impacts all sectors around the world, particularly
human health, has had devastating consequences on various sectors. In terms of cash flows from operating
activities, the COVID-19 pandemic has most negatively impacted the manufacturing and mining and quarrying
sectors, the construction and public works sector in terms of cash flows from investment activities, and the
transportation and storage sector in terms of cash flows from both operating and investment activities.

The research further shows that each sector's cash flows have a distinct structure. For instance, cash flows
from financing and investing operations typically exceed cash flows from operating activities in the electricity,
gas, and water sectors. In the technology industry, for example, the cash flows from financing activities achieved
their greatest value in 2018 despite the operating activities' cash flows being in negative balance. For the
telecommunications sector, cash flows from investing activities exceeded cash flows from operating and financing
activities for the first time in 2016 compared to all years. For the telecommunications sector, cash flows from
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investing activities exceeded cash flows from operating and financing activities for the first time in 2016 compared
to all years. The last finding is that companies in the financial institutions, holding, and investment companies
have the highest and lowest levels of cash flow value.
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