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Abstract

This article analyses the relations between Georgia and the State of Israel after
collapse of USSR. The purpose of writing this article is to identify the factors affecting
the relations between Georgia and Israel and to periodize the relations from a
historical and political point of view. Systematic and content analysis methods were
mainly used during the research, and relations between the two states were
comprehensively analysed for the first time. Analysing the dynamics suggests a
substantial opportunity for both states, and they mutually see the benefit of
leveraging these ties in the near future. Strengthening relations between Georgia and
Israel not only enhances regional security but also fosters collaboration.
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Introduction

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, South Caucasus republics, which
regained their independence, became new actors in the system of international
relations. Various states actively started to establish relations with these
republics in order to secure their interests in the South Caucasus. Israel,
which is a prominent state in the Middle East in terms of both its state
structure and foreign policy principles, has serious security interests in the
South Caucasus, even though it is not a geographical neighbour to the
countries of the region. Because the Islamic Republic of Iran, which constantly
threatens the existence of the State of Israel in the Middle East, borders two
republics of the South Caucasus - Azerbaijan and Armenia - from the north.
In this regard, not only Azerbaijan and Armenia, but also Georgia took an
important place in the New Containment Strategy implemented by the State
of Israel against Iran. In addition, Israel solves its problems related to energy
security through the South Caucasus republics - Azerbaijan and Georgia. If
Azerbaijan is a source country for the purchase of crude oil for Israel, Georgia
is one of the two transit countries for the export of hydrocarbon resources to
the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. Considering all this, it is necessary to
study the South Caucasus policy of the State of Israel. In order fully
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understanding the South Caucasus policy of this state, its relations with
individual republics should be studied. From this point of view the study of
relations between Georgia and the State of Israel is relevant. It should be noted
that despite the fact that 32 years have passed since the declaration of
independence of Georgia, and the diplomatic relations between Israel and this
country have existed since 1992, the number of research works in this
direction is not very large.

One of in his articles published in 2008, Professor Robert O. Friedman of
Baltimore Hebrew University and John Hopkins University in the USA studied
the effects of Russian-Georgian war (2008) on Israel and Middle Eastern
countries. Here, the main focus is not on Georgia-Israel relations, but on the
mutual security fears of Israel and Russia. (Freedman, 2008, pp. 184-185)
Mark N. Katz, professor of George Mason University, in an article published
in the same year, talked about the consequences of the Georgia crisis for
Israel, Iran and the West. The author further examines Israel's and Iran's
responses to the crisis, as well as its broader implications for regional energy
and security concerns (Katz, 2008). Augusta University professor Mikhail
Bishku's article entitled "South Caucasus Republics and Israel" also attracts
attention in this regard. The article focuses on the relations of the three
republics (Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia) with Israel that emerged in the South
Caucasus after the collapse of the Soviet Union at the end of the Cold War. In
his work, Bishku discussed the migration of Jews from the Caucasian
countries to Israel, the level of anti-Semitism in these countries, and Israel's
ability to influence regional processes (Bishku, 2009).

In the analysis, written by A. Clayton for "Caspian Policy Centre", the
steps taken by Georgia to deepen relations with Israel in the field of defence
were studied. The author focused on the events and processes that took place
in 2008-2020. Richard Rousseau, in his article, paid more attention to the
development level and prospects of relations in the political and economic
spheres. He also analysed the reasons that caused tension in the relations
between the two states in different years. It increases the importance of the
author's research, allows take into account the factors that can have a
negative impact on the future of relations between Georgia and the State of
Israel (Clayton, 2020).

The article, written by Roie Yellinek a researcher from Israel, on Georgia's
relations with Israel and the U.S. is one of the works that directly aims to
study the relations between the two countries (Yellinek , 2020).

The Iranian researchers Elahe Koolayi and Masoud Rezaei published an
article on Iran-Georgia relations in 2008 and mentioned Israel's policy in
Georgia as one of the external factors influencing the relations. ,sba) & 2Y5S)
(1396

Relations between Georgia and the state of Israel have attracted the
attention of a number of authors from Russia. Sergey Markedonov, an
employee of the Department of International Relations Problems of the
Russian Institute of Political and Military Analysis, studied the priorities of the
Caucasus policy of the Israeli state. Analysing the priorities of the Georgian
policy of the State of Israel, he came to the conclusion that Israel is interested
in opening the "Gate to the Caucasus" no matter what. The author claimed
that the "Greater Middle East" concept, of which Israel is one of the authors,



seems to have ceased to be just a theory, and the Caucasus has an important
place in this plan (Mapkenonos, 2023).

Victoria Sergienko's article analysed Georgian-Israeli relations after the
collapse of the USSR. The advantage of the work is that the author used a lot
of archival documents. V. Sergienko was able to investigate in detail the
evolution of trade and economic cooperation with the participation of the
Jewish diaspora in Georgia, as well as the formation and development of
relations in the cultural field (Cepruenko, 2016).

The analysis, written by Nasiba Mirzayeva for the International Relations
Analysis Centre in August 2023, called "Overview of Georgia-Israel relations”
is still one of the rare works written in this field. It can be considered one of
the first attempts to determine the phase division of Georgia-Israel relations
(Mirzayeva, 2023).

The purpose of writing this article is to identify the factors affecting the
relations between Georgia and Israel and to periodize the relations from a
historical and political point of view.

Systematic and content analysis methods were mainly used during the
research, and relations between the two states were comprehensively analysed
for the first time.

Factors affecting relations

Georgia and the State of Israel share several similar characteristics. One
notable commonality is that, just as Israel stands as the sole state created in
the Middle East for Jews worldwide, Georgia is the exclusive homeland for all
Georgians around the globe.

Another shared aspect between Israel and Georgia is that both are
geographically situated in the Asian continent, yet their values and political
systems are predominantly aligned with Europe. However, the manifestation
of European values in these two countries has been influenced by different
factors. In the case of the State of Israel, this is primarily linked to a significant
portion of its population having migrated from European countries, making
them carriers of European values to a considerable extent. As for Georgia, its
geographical location serves as the meeting point from which Europe extends
towards Asia. Georgians have long played a role as conveyors of European
values to the Caucasus region.

In the context of their geopolitical locations, both states having close
relations with the U.S. are noteworthy. According to S.Markedonov, strategic
partnership with the U.S. is a priority for Georgia, while Israel stands as one
of the U.S.'s most consistent military and political allies (Mapkenonos, 2023).
This alignment between Georgia and Israel converges their positions. On the
other hand, Georgia's cautious approach toward the U.S. and Israel is
conditioned by Iran, which, having declared a staunch opposition to the U.S.
and Israel in its foreign policy, influences Georgia's stance.

Both Georgia and Israel, strategically located along the coastlines of vital
water basins, hold significant importance for the region. The geostrategic
position of Israel on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea is quite comparable to
Georgia's position along the Black Sea. Israel is situated in Western Asia,
between the southeast shores of the Mediterranean and the northern shores
of the Red Sea. In its region, Israel occupies crucial transportation routes for



neighboring states to access seas and the ocean. Similarly, Georgia situated
along the Black Sea coast, shares similar characteristics with its access to
vital transportation routes for countries in the Caucasus and Central Asia
regions.

The State of Israel consistently faces pressures from Muslim Arab states
in the Middle East and non-Arab Iran, while Georgia experiences pressures
primarily formulated by the Russian Federation. Territorial disputes among
countries neighboring Israel have fluctuated in intensity since the post-World
War II era. Syria, Lebanon, and the Palestinian Authority assert claims over
territories controlled by Israel. The proximity of Israel's relations with Georgia
has, at times, led to certain actions by Syria towards Georgia. Notably, in
certain periods, Syria took steps related to its stance on Georgia, recognizing
illegal and so-called independence "South Ossetia" and Abkhazia. It is worth
mentioning that in 2008, the president of Syria expressed support for Russia's
position in the Abkhazia conflict. In 2013, separatists from Abkhazia sent their
first representatives to Syria. The leader of the separatist of Abkhazia, Raul
Khajimba, declared in November 2016 that they supported Syria in the "fight
against international terrorism". After the beginning of the civil war in Syria,
the separatist government of Abkhazia endorsed the remigration of individuals
who had previously migrated from these territories to Syria and supported the
settlement of around 500 Syrians of Abkhaz origin in Abkhazia. (Aryutaa &
Martirosyan, 2019) In May 2018, the Syrian government recognized the
separatist regime as an "independent state". Following this, Georgia severed
its relations with Syria.

In contrast to Syria, Israel's official stance on separatist entities within
Georgia's territory is clear and unequivocal. The State of Israel openly declared
its recognition of Georgia's territorial integrity.

The establishment of diplomatic relations between Israel and Georgia on
June 1, 1992, was influenced by numerous factors that have also shaped the
nature of these relations.

The first factor influencing the relations between Israel and Georgia is the
long historical connection between the Georgian and Jewish peoples. The
history of the Jewish community in Georgia is quite ancient, dating back to
the 8th century BC when, according to historical sources, Jews began to settle
in Mtskheta. The second wave of Jewish migration occurred after the Jewish-
Roman wars, specifically when Babylonian ruler Nebuchadnezzar II captured
Jerusalem in 587 BC, leading to the expulsion of Jews. In Georgia, a distinct
group known as "Georgian Jews" resides, emphasizing the uniqueness of their
presence. This historical context shapes the multifaceted relationship between
the two nations. The historical event following the Babylonian captivity, as
presented in the work "Kartlis Tsxovreba", contradicts the notion of Jews
settling near the Aragvi River (Mirzayeva, 2023, p. 3). According to some
sources, the group referred to as Georgian Jews specifically migrated to
Georgia in the 6th century BC during the Babylonian captivity, marking one
of the oldest accounts in Georgian historical sources. Georgian Jews exhibit
distinctive characteristics different from Ashkenazis. The mass settlement of
Ashkenazis in Georgia mainly occurred after Georgia's annexation by Russia.
Following the dissolution of the USSR, a significant migration wave led the
majority of Georgian Jews to currently reside in Israel, with approximately



60,000 individuals in the 1970s primarily moving to the United States, the
Russian Federation, and Belgium (particularly Antwerp).

According to Georgia's first national census in 2002, 3,541 Jews were
recorded as practicing their religion. In a 2008 article by Iranian researchers
Koolayi and Rezayi, it was claimed that over 12,000 Georgian Jews, primarily
in the city of Gori, currently reside in Georgia (945 .0=,1396 ,ba) & Y S). As
a result of the 2008 Russian-Georgian War, around 200 Georgian Jews had
immigrated to Israel with the assistance of the Jewish Agency. By 2014, the
number of Georgian Jews had decreased to approximately 1,500. The primary
residential area for this community in Israel is the city of Ashdod. Several
authors characterize the presence of the Jewish community in contemporary
Georgia as a positive factor, both officially and in the collective consciousness,
affirming the ethnic tolerance of Georgian society (Mapkenonos, 2023). During
his visit to Israel in 2013, Georgia's Prime Minister B. Ivanishvili stated:

'You are aware that the friendship between the Jewish and Georgian
peoples spans more than the 26th century. We are obligated to turn this
longstanding friendship into a reality by harnessing our potential,
establishing an exemplary relationship between the two states that serves
as a model for the entire world." (0b®s9Eol @S LodsGMzgErml 3M9d096—
9060LEHM9dds IMes3565390900 25950009l , 2013).

He later noted that the Jewish people in Georgia are highly esteemed, and
this factor positively influences the deepening of friendship relations with
Israel. At that time, the level of anti-Semitism in Georgia was significantly
lower compared to neighboring Armenia. For instance, in 2014, according to
ADL, while the level of anti-Semitism in Armenia was %58, it was only %32 in
Georgia. (Antiemitism index score. Compare Georgia and Armenia, 2023).

Recent analyses indicate changes in the situation. In mid-2018, a Jewish
man named Vitali Safarov was murdered in the centre of Thilisi based on his
ethnicity. Some information sources claim that high-ranking clergy members
of the Georgian Orthodox Church reached disturbing levels of anti-Semitic
statements since 2020. Neither the Patriarchate of the Georgian Orthodox
Church nor the government adequately criticized and condemned these anti-
Semitic statements. It is alleged that the messages from clergy members
affiliated with the Georgian Orthodox Church regarding the on-going war in
Ukraine often align in content with messages from the Kremlin and the
Russian Patriarchate (New alarming incidents of antisemitism in Georgia ,
2023). However, it should be noted that in recent years, both the government
and civil society organizations in Georgia have made efforts to increase
awareness about the negative consequences of anti-Semitism and promote
initiatives for a more inclusive and tolerant society.

During his visit to Thilisi in September 2023, Israeli Knesset Speaker
Amir Ohana, addressing this issue, stated:

We see with concern the growth of anti-Semitism in the world, but I
respectfully say that you do not see it in Georgia. In Georgia, the
population and the government respect the Jewish communities and we
can see that in this museum. We respect and appreciate that.' (Israeli
Knesset Speaker: We “appreciate” Georgian population’s, Govt’s respect
for Jewish communities, relationship between countries “getting
stronger”, 2023)



Georgian Jews who migrated from Georgia to Israel, both Georgian and
Ashkenazi, consider Georgia alongside Israel as their homeland. The existence
of these communities positively influences relations between the two
countries.

Another factor shaping relations between Georgia and the State of Israel
is security. Israel is interested in ensuring the security of Georgia for various
reasons. Primarily because Georgia has consistently maintained its alignment
with the United States, which is Israel's closest ally in the Caucasus region.
Azerbaijan, which plays a crucial role as the closest ally of the State of Israel
in the region, has pursued a more independent policy, balancing its relations
among geopolitical powers to safeguard its own interests. Armenia, formally
regaining its independence until 2018, had essentially become a Russian
outpost. Under such circumstances, the United States endeavoured to carry
out its activities against Russia through Georgia. Israel, as a closest ally of the
United States, supported Georgia in addressing many of its security issues.
The significant importance of Georgia for the State of Israel was underscored
when, on August 10, 2008, the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a
unilateral statement regarding Russia's invasion of Georgia (Yellinek , 2020,
p- 1).

Georgia holds a particular significance for Israel's energy security, as the
Israeli state largely fulfils its demand for oil through Azerbaijan's hydrocarbon
resources. According to the United Nations COMTRADE international trade
database, Azerbaijan's crude oil exports to Israel amounted to USD 1.67 billion
in 2022 (Azerbaijan Exports of crude oil to Israel, 2023). Azerbaijani oil,
specifically passing through pipelines in Georgian territory, is transported to
Turkey's Ceyhan port and subsequently to Israel via tankers. Therefore, any
issues regarding security in Georgia can adversely impact the stability of oil
and gas pipelines in the country, directly threatening Israel's energy security.

Another issue is associated with the strengthening of Iran's religious
influence in regions of Georgia, particularly those inhabited by the Muslim
population. In the initial years following the dissolution of the Soviet Union,
Iran successfully conducted sufficient outreach in the region, notably among
Georgia's Muslim communities. 'Iranian activities in Borchali — which is a
Georgian region with high concentration of Azerbaijani population — has been
blatantly conspicuous since the last ten years. Iranian influence lies primarily
in organizing various free training and schools, sending young people to Iran
to receive religious education, publishing pro-Iranian promotional literature
(part of which is sent to Azerbaijan), financing activities of various pro-Iranian
organizations' (Hajizade, 2018) .

Gradually, in Georgia, the impact of Iran's activities is becoming more
apparent. In this regard, it was no coincidence that during the visit of the
Prime Minister of Georgia Bdzina Ivanashvili to Israel in 2013, the Prime
Minister of this country, Benjamin Netanyahu, talked about the joint struggle
against the threat of Iran (olMsgewol s LodoOMzgwmlb 36MgdogMH—-dobolEH™Mgdds
53565390900 godsdmmgl , 2013). However, in the execution of this joint effort,
both sides should take into account the position of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
This is because the primary audience for Iran's propaganda within its borders
consists ethnically of Azerbaijanis. In recent years, when we consider the
activities of the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of
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Azerbaijan and various organizations in Georgia, it can be stated
unequivocally.

During the factors conditioning relations between Georgia and the State
of Israel, it is essential to particularly emphasize the role of economic factors.
Georgia and Israel have strong ties in the economic field, especially in the
agricultural sector. The governments of both countries are making efforts to
deepen cooperation in the agricultural sector. In 2014, after being personally
invited by Shalva Pipia, Georgia's counterpart to Israel's Minister of
Agriculture and Rural Development, Yair Shamir, his two-day visit to Thilisi
further emphasized the strengthening of relations in this field. The ministers
signed an agreement to expand cooperation in the agricultural sector. The
document reflected important issues related to cooperation in the field of
agricultural production, food safety, veterinary, animal husbandry and
poultry development, development of winemaking, as well as livestock health
protection. Within the framework of cooperation, exchange programs,
seminars and experiences were held in Israel for Georgian farmers in the
following years (Israel, Georgia sign agriculture cooperation agreement, 2014).

Israel is selected particularly for the application of advanced irrigation
systems, cutting-edge agricultural technology, and its expertise gained in
this field. An analysis of relations indicates that Georgia has emerged as an
interesting partner in the agricultural sector for Israel, showcasing
knowledge, innovative solutions, and a keen interest in adopting technology.
As a result, joint research and development projects have emerged in the
field of agriculture. Attention is particularly given to the development of
drought-resistant crops and more efficient irrigation systems tailored to
Georgia's climate

Furthermore, Georgia has been a country of particular interest to Israeli
investors. In pursuit of economic interests, Georgian governments have, at
various times, incentivized Israeli investors to channel their capital into the
country. In recent years, the trade volume between Georgia and Israel has
been steadily on the rise. In 2022, the trade turnover increased by %22.8
compared to the preceding year. According to official statistics, the trade
volume between the countries reached a record high in the last decade,
totalling 46 million US dollars. The data reveals that in 2022, Georgia exported
goods worth 22 million US dollars to Israel, marking a significant %5.7
increase from the previous year. On the import side, Georgia acquired
products from Israel valued at 16,453,000 US dollars during the same period,
indicating a remarkable %56.8 growth compared to 2021 (Trade Between
Georgia And Israel Up By 22.8% , 2022).

Therefore, the study of factors influencing Georgian-Israeli relations
clearly indicates that historical ties, shared security interests, common
challenges arising from occupation and separatism on the territories of both
countries, as well as the presence of common allies, significantly impact the
political relations between the two nations.



The stages of the relations

The historical relations between Georgia and the State of Israel, starting
from 1992, can be divided into three main stages chronologically. The period
from 1992 to 2003, encompassing the years leading up to the 'Rose
Revolution,' is characterized as the phase of establishing relations. From 2003
to 2013, the history of Israel-Georgia relations unfolds through diplomatic
initiatives, economic cooperation, and increasing connections between the two
countries. During this time, both countries sought to strengthen their political
and economic partnerships. Since 2013, a completely new stage has begun in
the relations between the two states.

As mentioned above, in 1992, there was a change of power in Georgia.
After Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the new head of state, Eduard Shevardnadze, was
well acquainted with the Israeli political elite. Eduard Shevardnadze had
served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union in the final years
of the Cold War and played a significant role in political processes. It was
during his tenure as the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR that
substantial changes occurred in foreign policy, leading to improvements and
thaw in relations with some Western states and Israel. In October 1986, the
Soviet Union took steps to improve relations with Israel. Eduard
Shevardnadze's activities at that time also played a certain role in establishing
relations after gaining independence. As a result, in the difficult years of 1992-
1993, Israel became one of the first foreign countries to open an embassy in
Thilisi and started sending humanitarian aid (food, medicine, clothing, etc.)
(Cepruenko, 2016, p. 76). In October 1993, Georgian President Eduard
Shevardnadze welcomed the Israeli ambassador in Thbilisi, expressing
gratitude for the humanitarian aid from Israel. Following a plea from A.
Kadagqishvili, the deputy prime minister of Georgia, in November 1993, groups
and committees were formed in Israel to collect donations. An international
centre in Georgia took responsibility for organizing humanitarian assistance
for migrants from Georgia.

In January 1994, Eduard Shevardnadze received a delegation consisting
of representatives from the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and various
economic agencies. During the meeting, discussions were held on the current
situation in Georgia and the prospects of Georgia-Israel relations (Cepruenko,
2016, p. 77).

In 1996, the Israel-Georgia Chamber of Commerce was established to
support the increase in trade between Georgia and the State of Israel.
However, over the years, Israel has not been able to transform into one of
Georgia's leading trade partners (Yellinek , 2020).

The "Rose Revolution" in 2003 marked the beginning of a new phase in
Georgian-Israel relations. During those years, in the Eurasian geopolitical
landscape, Israel and Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili were considered
two of the most loyal allies of the United States. Georgia had been dubbed the
"Israel of the Caucasus" due to its strong alliance with the U.S. This had a
positive impact on Israel-Georgia relations (Israel - Shevardnadze on state
visit, 1998).

During Saakashvili's presidency, he made several official and business
trips to Israel in 2004, 2006, 2008, etc. In October 2006, during one of his
visits, Mikhail Saakashvili held meetings with Israeli President Moshe Katsav,



Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Peres, and Knesset Speaker Dalia Itzik. He also
participated in the "Transit - Global Energy and Political Trends" conference,
and had discussions with representatives of Israeli business circles and the
Georgian diaspora. In May 2008, Saakashvili attended the Presidents
Conference organized by Israel in Jerusalem on the occasion of the 60th
anniversary of its establishment. During the visit, he met with Israeli President
Shimon Peres, discussing various cooperation issues in bilateral and
multilateral formats (Mikheil Saakashvili met the President of Israel Shimon
Peres and the President of Poland Lekh Kachinski, 2008).

During this phase, relations were rapidly developing in political,
economic, and military domains. Especially until 2005, Israel was providing
extensive security assistance to Georgia. Through military-technical
collaboration, Israel was sending military experts to assist in the enhancement
of Georgia's MiG-25 aircraft and support in training the armed forces. Israel
has significant expertise in studying and improving the systems of MiG-25
aircraft. Despite being produced by the Soviet Union, MiG-25s gained their
initial combat experience in 1971 as part of the Egyptian Air Force before
entering service in Soviet bases. Temporarily assigned to the Egyptian Air
Force by the Soviet Union, four Foxbats (MiG-25) entered Israeli airspace 20
times in pairs for reconnaissance purposes. Despite the reconnaissance
authorities knowing the time and duration of the flights of these aircraft, the
Israeli military did not create any obstacles. Instead, they worked towards
learning the tactical and technical characteristics of these aircraft. In the years
1981-1982, Syria employed these aircraft against Israel. By that time, Israel
already had sufficient information about MiG-25s. Therefore, Georgia, as a
post Soviet country, seeking support from Israel for the enhancement of its
MiG-25s, should not be considered a coincidence.

During those years, Israel sold a considerable amount of military
equipment to Georgia, including Elbit drones, Rafael anti-tank missiles, Taas
mines, and various military technologies. This response was also prompted by
Russia's warm relations with Middle Eastern states holding an anti-Israel
stance and non-state actors employing force. Factors such as Russia's support
for HAMAS, overlooking Syria supplying anti-tank missiles to Hezbollah, and
offering military and diplomatic support to Iran, especially when Iran called
for the destruction of Israel, contributed to Israel strengthening its ties with
Georgia (Freedman, 2008, ss. 184-185).

However, Russian pressure compelled Israel to limit its military relations
with Georgia to the sale of non-offensive military equipment (Yellinek , 2020).
In February 2008, the Israeli government imposed a ban on the sale of
weapons and combat technology to Georgia, with the intention of avoiding a
confrontation with Russia. Israel believed that such a situation could
potentially strengthen Russian support for organizations opposed to Israel in
Syria and other Arab countries.

In 2008, during the Russian-Georgian war, the Israeli Ministry of Foreign
Affairs stated that Israel 'recognizes the territorial integrity of Georgia and calls
for a peaceful resolution'. On August 15 of the same year, a group of Israeli
citizens in Tel Aviv organized a human chain to show support for Georgia, urging
the government to strengthen its backing for the country. This wasn't
coincidental; on August 10, just before the war broke out, the Israeli Ministry of



Foreign Affairs had recommended to the Defence Ministry to prohibit the sale of
any military equipment to Georgia. This suggestion came six months after the
initial ban on selling arms and combat equipment to Georgia, leading to further
restrictions on trade relations in the security sector with the country. During that
period, Israeli experts wrote that Israel feared its arms sales to Georgia would be
perceived by Russia as a threat to Georgia's security. They believed that Russia,
in response, might change its policies by supplying high-quality weapons to Arab
countries or Iran, posing a risk to Israel's military superiority n2on Xopn% :yni 'wn)
(2008 ;a7 oxw pwi. At the time, Georgian officials initially declared that the
military, equipped with Israeli weapons, had demonstrated significant
resistance against Russian forces. They were striving to continue Israel's
assistance in this regard. However, later on, Israel's distancing from Georgia,
seemingly under Russian influence, led to certain Georgian officials expressing
opinions against Israel (Katz, 2008, p. 4).

After the war, the reconstruction of Georgia's dispersed infrastructure
received significant investment from Israeli entrepreneurs. As of January
2009, %35 of all government contracts in Georgia were secured by Israeli
entrepreneurs. The rise in economic relations between Israel and Georgia is
evident in various statistical figures. In 2003, Israel's direct investment in
Georgia amounted to $487,000, while by 2007; this figure had surpassed $9.3
million. Concurrently, Georgia's imports from Israel increased from $1.7
million to $37.7 million during the same period (Rousseau, 2011).

In 2010, Israel and Georgia signed bilateral agreements in the areas of
tourism and air transportation. In October of that year, Georgia's Minister of
Economy and Sustainable Development, Vera Kobalia, visited Israel with the
primary goal of boosting tourist inflow between the two nations. The visit
aimed at fostering information exchange, conducting marketing activities, and
establishing broader cooperation with investors. The highlight was the signing
of a bilateral agreement. During her meeting with Israeli investors, Minister
Kobalia also extended an invitation for them to invest in Georgia's tourism
sector (Friedman, 2010).

However, some differences of opinion in the subsequent period led to
tensions in Georgia-Israel relations. In October 2010, two Israeli businessmen,
Roni Fuchs and Zeev Frenkel, were arrested in Georgia on charges of
attempting to bribe the deputy finance minister of the country. Roni Fuchs
and Zeev Frenkel were found guilty of attempting to bribe the deputy finance
minister and were subsequently sentenced by the Tbilisi court to seven and a
half years and six years in prison, respectively. In addition to imprisonment,
they were also fined significant amounts. The Georgian decision to pursue
legal action in this case elicited dissatisfaction, particularly considering the
longstanding invitation extended to Israeli investors. In response, Israel
adjusted the timing of the planned official visit by the Chairman of the
Georgian Parliament, David Bakradze, and denied a visa for Georgian Minister
of Economy Vera Kobalia to attend the International Tourism Conference in
Jerusalem, citing a scheduling conflict. April 7, the Israel National Security
Council issued a statement advising Israeli citizens to exercise caution when
traveling to Georgia, Armenia, and Tajikistan. In the period between February
and April of 2011, Georgia had been included in Israel's list of hazardous
countries. On April 7, the Israel National Security Council issued a statement
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advising Israeli citizens to exercise caution when traveling to Georgia,
Armenia, and Tajikistan. During the months of February to April 2011,
Georgia had been included in Israel's list of hazardous countries (Rousseau,
2011). On April 14, a delegation representing the private security advisory firm
Global CST, established by retired Major General and former Chief of
Operations at the Israeli General Staff, Israel Ziv, was sent to Sukhumi to meet
with Sergey Shamba, the separatist Prime Minister of Abkhazia. Collaborating,
even at the level of private military companies, with the separatist entity
attempting to secede from the territory of Georgia was a significant message
officially conveyed to Tbilisi. The initial reaction of the Georgian authorities
was to summon the Israeli ambassador to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a
"detailed discussion" regarding the trip of the Global CST delegation, which
provides security and military support services. The ambassador stated that
his country had no intention of engaging in any military cooperation with the
de facto authorities of Abkhazia (Rousseau, 2011).

Some authors argue that the escalation of tensions in relations also had
an Iranian influence. Researcher James Kirchick wrote that the agreement
signed between Georgia and Iran in November 2010 had lifted visa restrictions,
aiming to restore direct flights between Tehran and Thilisi (Kirchick, 2013).
Iranian citizens could stay in Georgia for up to 35 days, and Georgian citizens
could do the same in Iran. This facilitated the strengthening of positions for
both Iran and Georgia within each other's territories. During the visa-free
regime, Iran established a Consulate General in Batumi and a Cultural Centre
in Thilisi. Israel leveraged the sanctions imposed on Iran by the United States
and European countries, leading to economic weakening for Iran. By signing
such an agreement with Georgia, Iran aimed to turn Georgia into a gateway to
European markets. It is not coincidental that, after the visa regime was lifted,
Iranian companies and businessmen began opening accounts in Georgian
banks, relocating to Georgia, and redirecting their investments there. Between
2010 and 2013, the number of Iranian companies in Georgia increased from
84 to 500 (Dadasova, Baxsiyeva, & Babyeva-Stktirova , 2018, pp. 52-53).

In 2013, a change in government occurred in Georgia. The "Georgian
Dream," led by Bidzina Ivanishvili, replaced the United National Movement.
Relations began to normalize in Georgia after this shift in power.

After Bidzina Ivanishvili assumed power, the relations with Israel
continued to be at a notably high level. In contrast to Mikheil Saakashvili,
Ivanishvili endeavoured to normalize relations not only with the United States
and other Western countries but also with Russia. Furthermore, during B.
Ivanishvili's administration, it was deemed essential to uphold relations with
the State of Israel. In June 2013, as part of Ivanishvili's visit to Israel, a
meeting between the prime ministers of both countries transpired not in Tel
Aviv but in Jerusalem. In this meeting, Georgian Prime Minister Bidzina
Ivanishvili conveyed his aspiration for the relations between the two nations
to be deemed "ideal" and "exemplary. Benjamin Netanyahu expressed his keen
interest in expanding his country's relations with Georgia across various
domains, including trade, agriculture, and cultural exchanges. He
underscored the importance of establishing and strengthening humanitarian
connections between the two nations, stating:
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“Our beautiful Jewish community, rooted in Georgia for millennia,
coexists harmoniously. Beyond that, we share a deep and enduring
friendship with contemporary nations” (ol®Mogerol s Ubodoeomggarml
369309mH—-0060LEHMJdTs I 535615399900 2535MMgL , 2013).

In November 2013, with the aim of fostering tourism ties, a significant
milestone was achieved as both countries agreed and signed a visa-free
regime. The agreement, inked by Irakli Garibashvili, then Georgia's Minister
of Internal Affairs and newly appointed Prime Minister, and Faina
Kirschenbaum, Israel's Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, granted Georgian
citizens the opportunity to stay visa-free in Israel for up to 90 days within a
six-month period for tourism or personal visits (Georgia and Israel sign visa
free agreement , 2013). This reciprocal arrangement also extended these
privileges to Israeli tourists visiting Georgia.

The Israeli Prime Minister underscored the pivotal role of security
cooperation between both nations. Expressing a joint commitment to regional
security, stability, and peace, he emphasized the imperative for a united front
against challenges like Iran's calls and other regional threats. The discussions
during the visit encompassed economic collaboration, defence matters,
reciprocal investment promotion, and parliamentary relations. Notably, the
Georgian delegation, led by Prime Minister Georgi Kvirikashvili, included key
figures such as Diaspora Affairs Minister Konstantin Surguladze, Prime
Minister's Advisor Gia Khukhashvili, and the head of Georgia's National
Investment Agency, Georgi Pertaia. The delegation engaged in meetings with
Yuli Edelstein, the Speaker of the Israeli Knesset, and President Shimon Peres,
further solidifying diplomatic ties.

Within the delegation, Georgia's Defence Minister Irakli Alasania played
a key role. Georgia aspired to renew defence contracts with Israel, seeking
advanced defence weaponry like unmanned aerial vehicles, anti-tank systems,
and antiaircraft missiles. Yet, realizing these objectives in collaboration with
Israel presented notable challenges for Georgia (Yellinek , 2020, p. 2).

In 2014, Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili made an official visit
to Israel, marked by the inaugural session of the Israel-Georgia Joint
Economic Commission. Led by Israel's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Avigdor
Liberman, and Georgia's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Maia Panjikidze, the
discussions during Garibashvili's visit delved into potential collaborations in
trade and the economy. The visit concluded with the signing of a
memorandum of understanding by the Foreign Ministers, solidifying the
framework for the Israel-Georgia economic partnership (Georgian PM
Garibashvili on official visit to Israel, 2014).

During their meeting on January 28, Georgian Prime Minister
Garibashvili and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu exchanged
significant messages on shared concerns. Netanyahu referred to Georgia's
Jewish community as a 'matural bridge' highlighting the high regard for
Georgia's ambitions to forge a prosperous and secure future. Netanyahu
underscored Israel's commitment to on-going collaboration with Georgia
across all domains.

Prime Minister Garibashvili highlighted Georgia's interest in signing a
free trade agreement with Israel. In discussing the treatment of Jews in
Georgia, he placed special emphasis on addressing the issue of anti-Semitism
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(Georgian PM Garibashvili on official visit to Israel, 2014). During his meeting
with Israeli President Shimon Peres, Irakli Garibashvili expressed the shared
commitment to strengthen collaboration between the two nations.

In 2015, Georgia took a significant step by establishing an honorary
consulate in Israel, specifically in the city of Jerusalem. The opening ceremony
witnessed the participation of Israel's Minister of Foreign Affairs Avigdor
Liberman and other high-ranking officials from the Israeli Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Against the backdrop of widespread global discussions on the
Jerusalem issue, Georgia's creation of an honorary consulate in the city can
be viewed as a clear demonstration of support for the State of Israel.

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin embarked on a two-day official visit to
Georgia, engaging in comprehensive discussions with President Georgi
Margvelashvili on bilateral and regional matters in January 2017. A central
focus of these discussions with both state and government leaders was the
enhancement of economic and trade relations. Georgian officials underscored
the nation's liberal, stable, secure, and corruption-free business environment,
positioning Georgia strategically as an appealing destination for foreign
investments. President Margvelashvili specifically urged Israeli entrepreneurs
to invest in Georgia, highlighting the burgeoning sectors of energy, agriculture,
and tourism.

In July 2017, Prime Minister Georgi Kvirikashvili and, later in October
2017, Parliament Speaker Irakli Kobakhidze actively contributed to fortifying
the ties between Thilisi and Tel Aviv. Kobakhidze's official visits to Israel served
as clear indicators of the deepening relationship between the two nations.
During his initial meeting with Tzipi Hotoveli, Israel's Deputy Foreign Minister,
the discussions centred on the future prospects for enhancing existing
friendships and partnerships across various domains. The emphasis was
placed on the imperative of strengthening interpersonal connections and
relations in key areas such as economy, education, culture, and tourism.
Kobakhidze's visit also included meetings with the President of Israel, the
Speaker of the Israeli Parliament, and other high-ranking officials (Georgian
Parliament Speaker visits Israel , 2017).

In 2018, Defence Minister Avigdor Liberman's visit to Georgia left a
lasting impact, marked by the attainment of multiple agreements aimed at
elevating military and security relations to a new echelon. The official visit
witnessed the signing of a document formalizing the commitment to
strengthen collaboration in the defence sector between Georgia and Israel.
During discussions with Georgia's Defence Minister Levan Izoria, Liberman
conveyed Israel's willingness to share expertise in establishing military reserve
systems and enhancing cybersecurity. After the formal meetings, Liberman
visited the Mukhatgverdi Brotherhood Cemetery, paying solemn tribute to the
soldiers who sacrificed their lives during the 2008 Russia-Georgia war (Israeli
Defence Minister visits Georgia for the first time, 2018).

In a momentous occasion on January 23, 2020, President Salome
Zurabishvili of Georgia embarked on an unprecedented official visit to Israel,
etching her name in history as the first Georgian president to undertake such
a visit. This significant journey coincided with the Sth World Holocaust Forum,
where President Zurabishvili joined dignitaries from around the globe. During
her meeting with Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, she underscored that the ties
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between Georgia and Israel are not merely profound and close but also steeped
in history. President Zurabishvili emphasized the enduring relationship
between the Jewish and Georgian peoples, spanning an impressive 26
centuries. Importantly, in 2018, the Georgian government formally recognized
these 26-century-old Georgian-dewish relations as intangible cultural
heritage. Former Prime Minister Georgi Kvirikashvili made this announcement
during a special event, expressing the government's intent to seek UNESCO
recognition for the unique Georgian-Jewish relations as non-material cultural
heritage (Georgia Declares Georgian-Jewish relations as intangible cultural
heritage , 2018).

Salome Zurabishvili's visit to Israel in January 2020 saw a pivotal
meeting between the two presidents, resulting in an agreement to accelerate
the signing of a legal protection accord for Georgians in Israel. President
Zurabishvili was also honoured with the esteemed Sion Friends Centre’s High
Award for her role in establishing the Israel-Georgia Joint Cultural Office and
her dedication to combating anti-Semitism in Georgia. Speaking at the Peres
Peace and Innovation Centre in Tel Aviv, Zurabishvili underscored the crucial
nature of collaboration with Israel in the realm of modern technologies,
emphasizing its profound significance for Georgia (Georgian presidents visits
Israel: ‘our relations are not only deep, they are historical’, 2020).

Currently, relations between the State of Israel and Georgia are at a high
level. Georgia supports Israel unequivocally when important issues for Israel
are discussed at the UN, and the two countries are trying to form a free trade
zone. Certainly, the recent meeting between Georgian Prime Minister Irakli
Garibashvili and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in August 2023
signals the substantial importance both countries attach to their future
relationship. Georgia's active support for Israel in critical matters at the United
Nations underscores the strength of their diplomatic ties. Additionally, the
mutual efforts to establish a free trade zone indicate a commitment to fostering
economic collaboration. The prospect of negotiations on a Free Trade
Agreement, slated to begin in 2024, holds significant promise for further
enhancing bilateral ties and potentially boosting Israeli investments in
Georgia.

Forecasting the future of Georgia-Israel relations is complex due to the
dynamic nature of geopolitical, economic, and strategic factors. However,
considering potential areas for collaboration and the evolving geopolitical
landscape, we can explore some insights into the possible trajectory of these
relations. Forecasting the future of Georgia-Israel relations remains
challenging, given their dependence on evolving geopolitical, economic, and
strategic factors. The dynamics could be notably influenced by events in
neighboring countries like Russia, Iran, and Turkey. Moreover, the robust ties
that both Israel and Georgia maintain with the

United States add another layer of complexity. Changes in U.S. foreign
policy and regional priorities may exert either positive or negative effects on
their interactions and relationships.

Both the State of Israel and Georgia express their interest in
strengthening strategic relations with other countries. Israel seeks regional
stability in the Middle East, while Georgia aims to ensure its sovereignty and
territorial integrity. In the near future, the exchange of intelligence
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information, collaboration in counterterrorism, and the development of
cooperation in cybersecurity seem to be crucial directions for both Israel and
Georgia to pursue.

The signed agreements and on-going negotiations indicate the potential
for substantial strides in expanding economic relations in the near future.
Both countries are actively exploring trade and investment opportunities,
especially in areas such as technology, agriculture, and healthcare.
Additionally, fostering cultural exchange, promoting tourism, and enhancing
educational collaboration could further strengthen the bonds between their
populations, thereby contributing positively to diplomatic relations.

Azerbaijan's historical friendly ties with both Israel and Georgia indicate
that any diplomatic initiatives or conflicts involving these nations may impact
Azerbaijan's foreign policy decisions and alliances. The shared regional and
global interests of these three countries are noteworthy. Strengthening Israel-
Georgia relations could offer Azerbaijan additional economic prospects.
Increased economic collaboration with both nations might expand export
markets, fostering economic growth. Azerbaijan's advantageous infrastructure
supports the transportation of goods between Israel and Georgia. Moreover,
the strategic importance of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline, traversing
Georgian terrain, is crucial for transporting Azerbaijan's hydrocarbon reserves
to Israel.

Azerbaijan actively collaborates with both countries in defence and
security. Israel's significant contributions to Azerbaijan's defence industry are
undeniable. Furthermore, joint military training experiences with Georgia and
Turkey contribute to Azerbaijan's military capabilities. Enhanced relations
between Israel and Georgia may lead to expanded trilateral security
partnerships, facilitating increased information exchange in areas like
counterterrorism and cybersecurity.

In navigating the complex geopolitics of the South Caucasus and the
Middle East, the evolving relationship between Israel and Georgia carries
nuanced implications for Armenia. The deepening ties between Israel and
Georgia may impact Armenia's security dynamics, especially given Israel's
well-established connections with Azerbaijan. Armenia could interpret this
collaboration as reinforcing Azerbaijan's regional influence. However, it's
crucial to acknowledge that Israel plays a significant role as an arms supplier
and security partner in the region, including with Azerbaijan. If Israel and
Georgia intensify their defence cooperation, it could reshape the regional
power dynamics, prompting Armenia to reassess its defence and security
strategy. Armenia's simultaneous efforts to strengthen ties with Iran,
alongside seeking closer relations with the U.S. and NATO, reflect a delicate
balancing act influenced by evolving circumstances and considerations,
including the potential impact on its relationship with Iran.

Conclusion
The study of factors affecting the formation of Georgian-Israeli relations
and its development dynamics allows us drawing a number of conclusions.
Clearly, even before Georgia declared its independence, it held a significant
place in Israel's attention. Post independence, Georgia strategically
emphasized relations with Israel in its foreign policy. The relations can be
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traced through three distinct stages. The initial stage (1991-2003) witnessed
the establishment of diplomatic and political relations, including the setting
up of mutual diplomatic representations. Although foundational steps were
taken, the legal framework for the relationship was still in the early stages of
development. The second stage (2003-2013) marked as the maturation of
Georgia-Israel state relations, indicating a deeper level of engagement and
collaboration. In that era, alongside the heightened U.S. presence in Georgia,
there was a concurrent surge in Israel's interest in its Middle Eastern ally. The
significance of oil and gas projects initiated by the Republic of Azerbaijan
during this period played a pivotal role in shaping Georgia-Israel relations. As
the primary consumer of Azerbaijani oil, Israel became invested in ensuring
the security of pipelines traversing Georgian territory. Any instability within
Georgia directly posed a threat to its energy security. Moreover, during those
years, Georgia emerged as a key client for Israel's defence industry. Yet, amid
the overall positive relationship, there were moments of tension between the
two nations. Despite Israel's unwavering support for Georgia's territorial
integrity, the 2008 conflict with Russia prompted restrictions in military
cooperation due to Russian threats. These limitations gradually dissipated in
the post-war period. Israeli capital actively contributed to Georgia's economy
during this phase, aligning with the Georgian government's welcoming
approach. However, the arrest of Israeli businessmen in Georgia in 2011 led
to renewed strains in international relations.

During this period, there was an expedited process of formalizing the legal
contractual framework for cooperation. Various agreements were signed,
encompassing trade and economic, military-security, and humanitarian-
cultural domains, fostering the development of relations.

Following political changes in Georgia from 2013 onward, despite the
departure of the pro-American politician Mikheil Saakashvili, relations with
the State of Israel have consistently strengthened. Every president and prime
minister in Georgia has prioritized fostering ties with Israel, making efforts to
gain support in various ways. This stage is marked by numerous reciprocal
visits, the signing of documents facilitating an elevation in relations, and the
recognition of Georgia's Georgian-Jewish relations as intangible cultural
heritage.

Israel has strategically strengthened its presence in Georgia, effectively
countering the influence of its historical regional adversary, the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Israel actively supports the Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey
collaboration in the energy sector. While recognizing Georgia's territorial
integrity, Israel navigates regional politics without engaging in sharp
confrontation with Russia. Meanwhile, Georgia seeks to benefit from both the
economic prowess and defence capabilities of the State of Israel. At present,
relations between Georgia and Israel are progressing in bilateral as well as
multilateral dimensions. The progression of these relations isn't limited to
presidential and governmental levels; successful parliamentary interactions
further underscore their potential. Analysing the dynamics suggests a
substantial opportunity for both states, and they mutually see the benefit of
leveraging these ties in the near future. Strengthening relations between
Georgia and Israel not only enhances regional security but also fosters
collaboration.
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Ozet

20.ytizyillda bagimsizliklarini kazanan Ortadogu ulkeleri modern yonetim sekli
olan demokrasiye gecis slrecini tam anlamiyla tamamlayamamis. Ulkeler
bagimsizliktan sonra otoriter sekilde yonetilmeye devam edilmistir. Bu yonetimler
dogrultusunda Ortadogu’da 2010 yilinda halk ayaklanmalari baslamistir. Bu
ayaklanmalar Arap Bahar olarak adlandirilmistir. Diger Ortadogu tlkelerinde
oldugu gibi Misir’da da halk ayaklanmasi yasanmistir. O dénemde Amerika’nin
baskani olan Obama’nin baskanliga geldigi tarihten sonra Ortadogu’da izledigi
politikalar ve Arap Bahar1 zamaninda ki tutumu ele alinarak incelenen calisma ¢
ana unsur ekseninde hazirlanmaya calisilmistir. Birincisi Arap Bahari stireci, ikincisi
Arap Baharinin Misir’a etkisi, UclUnclsd ise Obama’nin bu surecteki Misir
politikasidir. Bu calismada Misir’da Arap Bahari slireci yasanirken Amerika’nin
tutumu ve izledigi dis politika anlatilmaya calisilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Obama, Misir, Arap Bahari, Ayaklanma.

Abstract

The Middle Eastern countries, which gained their independence in the 20th
century, could not fully complete the transition to democracy, which is the modern
form of government. Countries continued to be governed in an authoritarian manner
after independence. In line with these administrations, popular uprisings started in
the Middle East in 2010. These uprisings were called the Arab Spring. As in other
Middle Eastern countries, there was a popular uprising in Egypt. The study, which
was examined by examining the policies followed by Obama, who was the president
of the United States at that time, in the Middle East after he came to office and his
attitude during the Arab Spring, was tried to be prepared on the axis of three main
elements. The first is the Arab Spring process, the second is the effect of the Arab
Spring on Egypt, and the third is Obama's Egypt policy in this process. In this study,
we tried to explain America's attitude and foreign policy while the Arab Spring was
taking place in Egypt.

Keywords: Obama, Egypt, Arab Spring, Uprising
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Giris

20.yuzyilin baslarindan beri Amerika’nin kendine has dis politika algilarini bu
cografyaya da getirmek istediklerini gérmekteyiz. Amerikalilarin kendilerine 6zgl bir
kader anlayisi vardir. Bu anlayisa goére Tanrinin kendilerine ezilen devletleri
korumak, onlara 6zgurliik ve demokrasi gétiirmek misyonu sagladigina inanilir. Bu
inan¢ dogrultusunda kendi kulttirlerini yaymak icin ¢esitli faaliyetler gbéstermislerdir.
Bu anlamda Ortadogu’ya olan ilgi de bu dénemde baslamistir. Ayni déonemde tlkede
yasayan Yahudiler Amerika’nin destegini almak icin cesitli sekillerde ugrasmistir.
Amerika halki ise Yahudiler ile kendileri arasinda benzerlikler oldugunu
dustinmuslerdir. Iki halk da yurt edinmek icin ugrasmalar1 cabalamalari ezilen halk
distncesi ekseninde birbirlerine yakinlastirmistir. Bu yakinlasma sempatiyle
birlikte destegi de yaninda getirmistir. 20.ylzyilin basinda petrole olan ihtiyac ve ilgi
diger Avrupa Ulkeleriyle Amerika’nin da odak noktalarindan birisi haline gelmistir.
Ayni tarihlerde Amerika’nin Ortadogu petrollerine olan ilgisi daha fazla artmistir. Bu
dustnceler cercevesinde diinya iki btiytik savas atlatmis ve iki savas sonunda petrole
olan ihtiyacin 6nemi de gozler énline ¢cikmistir. Bu sebeplerden Amerika gerek Misir
gerekse diger Ortadogu ulkeleriyle iliskilerinde zaman zaman ihtiyatli davranmistir.
(Gozen vd., 2018: 184) Amerika dis politikada Ingiltere ile iligkilerini iyi tutmus bu
iki devlet zamanla birbirleri acisindan oOnemli iki mtuttefik haline gelmistir.
Ortadogu’da izlenen politikalarda iki muttefik tulkenin ilgisi ve cikarlar
dogrultusunda gerceklesmistir. Amerika, Ortadogu’da boélge tlkeleri arasinda Misir’a
Israil’den sonra kendisine ikinci bliytik muttefik olarak gérmuistiir. Misirin bélge
icerisindeki stratejik konumunun yaninda Arap dinyasina lider konumda olmasi
sebepleriyle her zaman yaninda tutmak istemistir. Bu dogrultu tizerine stratejiler,

politikalar izlemistir. Misir ile olan iligkilerinde yer yer ihtiyatli davranmaistir.

1. Amerika Misir Iliskileri

1.1. Amerika ve Misir’in Tarihsel Iliskisi

Misir, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun topraklarindan birisi olmakla birlikte Stiveys
Kanali'nin yapimi sirasinda gelisen sikintilarin baslamasiyla birlikte imparatorluk
topraklarindan ayrilacaginin sinyallerini vermistir. Nitekim I. DUnya Savasinin
baslamasinin hemen ardindan Ingiltere resmen Misir ilhak ettigini aciklamistir. (Ari,
2012:181) Bu gelismeyle birlikte Misir’da Ingiliz idaresi baslamistir. I. Diinya Savasi
sirasinda Osmanli mulkll olmaktan cikan Misir’da milliyetcgilik fikri etrafinda

heyecanla toplanmaya baslanmisti. Heyecan1 Amerika Baskani Wilson'un o6nerisi
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sebep olmustur. Baskan Wilson’un self-determination olarak gecen kavram kendi
kaderini kendisi tayin etme hakki olarak ifade edilmektedir. Bu kavram ekseninde
harekete gecmek isteyen Misirlilar tulkelerinin bagimsizligini istemislerdir. Fakat
Ingilizler durumdan rahatsiz olmus ve Ingiliz Disisleri Baskani Balfour hemen
Baskan Wilson’a mektup yazip Misir1 Ingiltere toprag olarak kabul etmesini
istemistir. Baskan ise mektubun ardindan Ingiltere toprag olarak kabul etmistir.
Baslangicta Amerika gibi bir devletin davalarin1 destekleyen aciklamalarda
bulunmasina umutlanan Misirlilar daha sonra alinan bu karar dogrultusunda
umutlarinin yersiz oldugunu anlayip hayal kirikligina ugramiglardir. (Ozturk, 2016:
25-26) Bu gelismelere baktigimizda Amerika ile Misirin aralarindaki ilk iliskilerin
baslayis seyrini goérmekteyiz. Misirlilar acisindan ilk temaslarin olumlu olmadig:
acikca gorulmektedir. Ingilizler 1922 yilinda Misirin  bagimsiziginin  ilanini
aciklamislardir fakat mevcut durumdan farkl bir degisiklik s6z konusu olmamastir.
1936 yilinda Ingiltere ve Misir arasinda bir antlasma yapilmistir. Stiveys Kanali’nin
ise antlasmanin geregi olarak Ingiltere de olacag ve kendi askerleri tarafindan
korunacag ifade ediliyordu. Misir 1922 yilinda bagimsizlig: ilan edilmesine ragmen
bir nevi s6zde kalan bir bagimsizlik olmustur. 1936 yilinda yapilan antlasma ile
cogunlukla cekilen Ingiltere’nin Stiveys Kanali ile birlikte etkisi devam etmekteydi.
(Ar1, 2012: 184-185) 1939 yilinda Ingiltere’nin II. Dlinya Savasi’na girmesinin
ardindan Misir da sikiyénetim ilan edilmistir. Ingiltere Misir’1 savastan uzak tutmaya
calissa da pek mumkin olmadi. Ortadogu ikmal merkezi olarak kullanilmistir.
Misir'in 6nemini anlayan Mihver devletleri Utlkeyi hedefe almis kiy1 sehirlerini
bombalamistir. (Cleveland, 2008: 227)

II. DlUnya Savasi sonunda meydana gelen ve Misir’ ilerleyen yillarda da buytk
oranda ilgilendirecek dénemli gelismelerden birisi ise Israil devletinin kurulmasidir.
(Oztuirk, 2016:33) II. Diinya Savasi’nin ardinda yeni bir diinya diizeni kurmak isteyen
Amerika savasin ardindan Ingiltere ile iliskilerini siki tutmustur. Iki muttefik devlet
bolgede hakimiyetlerini gliclendirmek icin birbirlerini desteklemistir. Amerika Soguk
Savas’in baslamasiyla gliciinu artirmak icin farkli stratejiler ve iliskiler ag1 kurmaya
baslamistir. Misirin da icerisinde bulundugu Ortadogu cografyas: ise Balfour
Deklarasyonu ile kendi acilarindan istemedikleri yeni bir slrecin icerisine girmis
bulunmaktaydi. Bolgeye Yahudi goclerinin baslamasiyla dengeler ve stratejiler
degismeye baslamaktaydi. Deklarasyon Yahudi Devleti kurmay: amacliyordu. Bir
taraftan da Araplara haklarinin istismar edilmeyecegini séyleyerek sorun cikmasini
dnlemeye calisiyordu. (Hook ve Spainer, 2016: 119) Iki diinya savasi arasindaki

yillarda Avrupa’da artan irkcilik sonucunda Yahudiler soykirima ugramaya

24



baslamistir. Gidecek evleri, yurtlari bulunmayan Yahudiler icin yurt bulmak
yerlesmek cok énem arz etmektedir. Bunun dogrultusunda II. Dlinya Savasi sonrasi
Yahudiler asirlardir amacladiklar1 hedefe sonunda ulasmislardir. Birlesmis
Milletlerin Paylasim Planina gére bdlgede Amerika ve Ingiltere’nin destekleriyle Israil
Devleti kurulmustur. Israilin kurulmasiyla basta Misir olmak tizere bircok Arap
tilkesi durumdan rahatsiz olmustur. Ertesi giin Israil’e karsi savas ilan etmislerdir.
Boylelikle Arap-israil Savaslari baslamistir. Diger yandan ise Amerika Israili ilk
taniyan tilkelerden olmustur. Israili hemen tanmimasiyla Amerika Israil’e ve
Yahudilere olan destegini tim dunyaya gostermistir. Bunun getirisi olarak
Ortadogu’da yer alan tlkelerle aralarinda soguk riizgarlar esmeye baslamistir. 1945
sonrasinda yasanan bu gelismelerle Amerika resmen Ortadogu’ya adimini atmistir.
(Koni, 2007: 63) Amerika halk: ile Yahudi halkini benzer gérmeleri dogrultusunda

Amerika Israil’e her zaman her alanda destegini acikca géstermistir.

1.2. Nasir ve Sedat Donemleri Amerika Misir Iliskisi

II. Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra Misir ile Ingiltere arasindaki gerginlik devam
etmekteydi. 1936 antlagmasi ile Misir tizerindeki kisitlamalar henltiz tamamen bitmis
degildi. Misir’in, Ingiltere ile askerlerin cekilmesi konusundaki anlagsma cabalar1 bosa
gitmistir. Hindistann 1947 yilinda bagmsizhiginin verilmesine karsin Ingiltere,
Stuveys Kanali'ndan ayrilmaya yanasmamaktadir. Diger taraftan tamamen
bagimsizlik saglayamadigi icin Misir hikUmetine karsi hosnutsuzluk giderek
artmaktaydi. Kral Faruk’un kisisel davranislar1 ve 1948°deki Arap Israil Savasi’nda
aldig1 yenilgiyle birlikte tamamen énemini yitirmistir. Istikrarl liderin eksikligi tilkeyi
stirekli bir siyasal gerginlik icerisinde tutmaktadir. (Cleveland, 2008: 336)

Ingilizler, Stiveys Kanali'min bulundugu sehirdeki valiligi ve polis teskilatini
yabanci karsitligi ve bazi gruplara destek vermekle suclamaktadir. Misir’daki
milliyetci gruplar Ingilizlerin Stiveys Kanali’ni Misirlilara birakip tamamen tlkeden
gitmelerini istemektedirler. Bunu icin ara ara silahli baskinlar diizenlemektedirler.
1952 yilinda Ingilizler bu gruplarin silahlarini birakip Kanal bélgesinden gitmelerini
istediler. Silahlarin1 birakmayan gruplar Ingiliz askerleriyle catismistir. Bu olay
Kahire de duyuldu ve sorumlu olarak Kral Faruk tutulmustur. ingilizlere savas ilan
edilmesi istenmistir. Bunun Uzerine Kahire’de buylk bir yangin ¢ikmistir. Daha
sonradan kontrol altina alinan olaylara tarihe Kanli Cumartesi / Kahire yangin
olarak gecmektedir. Bu olaylarin ardindan gecen stirecte Kral Faruk’'un siyasetciler
atayip kurdurdugu htukutmetler ilerleme kaydedemedi. 23 Temmuz 1952 gint bir

grup gen¢ subay darbe yaparak yonetime el koymustur. HUr Subaylar olarak
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adlandirilan bu grubun lideri Cemal Abdulnasir idi. Bu darbeden sonra Kral Faruk
taht1 oglu II. Fuad’a birakmustir. flerleyen stirecte 28 Temmuz 1953 giintinde Huir
Subaylar monarsinin dagildigin1 ve Misir Cumhuriyeti'nin kuruldugunu
bildirmislerdir. (Oztirk, 2016:33-35) Cemal Abdulnasir liderligindeki Hiir Subaylar
boylelikle bir huktimet devirmekten ote giderek yonetim seklini degistirmeyi
basarmislardir. Misir’in liderligi béylelikle Nasir’a gecmistir. Nasir dis politikada aktif
bir siyasi lider olmustur. Dis politikada aktif ve etkin olmasi onu ve Misir1 Arap
dinyasinda 6n plana c¢ikarmis adeta lider konumuna getirmistir. 1954 yilina
gelindiginde Stiveys Kanali hakkinda Ingiltere ile antlasma yapilmistir. Antlasmaya
gore son Ingiliz askerleri 13 Haziran 1956’da Kanal bélgesinden ayrilmistir. Ingiliz
askerleri bolgeyi terk etmis ve askeri tesisler Misir’a gecmistir. Nasir, 1955 yilinda
Bagdat Pakti gibi Batinin etkisiyle yapilan ittifaklarini desteklemeye yanasmamaistir.
Orta Dogu’da liderligi hedefleyen Nasir kendi ittifakini kurmay: planlamaktadir.
Nasir, 1955 Bandung Konferans: ile birlikte Afrika'nin bélgesel ve uluslararasi
politikada 6nemli bir agirligini distnerek yontinud bu bdlgeye cevirmis ve Bati
karsisinda Misir'a buytik destek saglayabilecegini diistindtigii Uctincti Diinya
tilkeleriyle ittifak kurmaya baslamistir. (Ar1, 2012: 190-191) Ingilizlerden kalan askeri
techizat1 degistirmek isteyip Bati'dan silah istemis ve reddedilmistir. Ayni yil
Cekoslovakya ile Misir pamugu karsiliginda silah antlasmas: yapmaistir. Aslinda bu
Sovyet-Misir antlagsmasiydi. Nasirin bu hamlesi Amerika’nin Sovyetler Birligini
sinirlandirmak icin izledigi politikalara bir baltalamadir. Ayrica Nasir, Sovyetler
Birligi’nin Akdeniz de Uist hayallerini de gerceklestirmistir. Ingiliz Amerikan etkisinde
olmamasiyla Arap dinyasindan o6vguler almistir. Batili glclerin hakimiyetinin
sekteye ugratilmasiyla Amerika ve Ingiltere durumdan hosnutsuzlugunu belli
etmistir. Tarim temelli bir toplum olan Misir i¢in ekonomik ve tarimsal faaliyetlerin
gelistirilmesi 6nemlidir. Nasirin ikinci bir barajla sulamay:1 genisletip tim ulkeyi
refaha ulastirmak Uzerine bir projesi vardir. Maliyeti Misirin yetebileceginin cok
Ustliinde olmasi1 sebebiyle kendisine dis yardim aramistir. Diinya Bankasi, Amerika
ve Ingiltere’nin de katilmasiyla kredi vermeyi kabul etmistir. Ancak Nasir’in ortaya
cikardigi rahatsizligin getirisi olarak bazi sartlar konulmustur. Amerika 1956 yilinda
Asvan Baraj1 projesine verecegi destegi cektigini ilan etmistir. Bu gelismeden birkac
glin sonra Nasir Stiveys Kanalini millilestirdigini aciklamistir. (Cleveland, 2008: 344-
345) Kanalin isletilmesini saglayan Fransizlar ile Kanaldan en cok gelir elde eden
Ingiltere bu duruma cok kizdilar. Bu iki devletin yaninda Israil’de Misirin silah
almasindan rahatsiz olmustur. Uc devlet Misir’a savas ilan etmistir. Uluslararasi

toplumun baskilartyla Fransa ve Ingiltere 7 Kasim 1956 yilinda geri cekilmek zorunda

26



kalmistir. Ingiltere ve Fransa durumu Amerika’dan gizlemeye calismistir. Bunun
Uzerine Amerikanin tepkisi ise isgalci Ulkelerin Misir1t terk etmesini istemesi
olmustur. Amerika bu tutumu sayesinden kazandigi prestiji daha sonra Misir’a
uygulanan ambargoya destek vererek yitirmistir. Misir Sovyetler Birligi ile
yakinlasmistir. Amerika bu durumdan cok fazla rahatsiz olmustur. (Oztiirk, 2016:
38-39) Ortadogu’da iki stUper gliclin rekabeti Misirin dis politikast Uizerinden
kizismaktadir. Amerika, Sovyet tehdidine karsi Eisenhower Doktrinini ortaya
cikarmistir. Nasir icin bu Bagdat Pakti'ndan farksizdir. Sovyetler ile gitgide
yakinlagsan Nasir, Amerika ile iligkileri koparmamistir. ki devletten yardim alip
onlara tamamen bagh kalmamayir amaclayan politika izlemeyi amacliyordu.
Amerikan yardimi sureklilik arz etmemekteydi. Amerika ile Misir iliskilerini
engelleyen iki énemli unsur vardir: Ilki Nasirin Misir1 Bati ittifakini istemeyip
Sovyetler Birligi'nden yardim almasi, ikincisi ise Nasirin Israil’e karsi Araplarin
savunucusu olmasi iken Amerika’nin Israil’e verdigi destektir. (Cleveland, 2008: 351)
Amerika 19507er ve 1960’larda bircok Arap ulkesine silah ambargosu uygulamisken
Israil’i gelismis silahlarla donatmistir. Bu durum Israil ile sinir komsusu olan ve
bolgede Israili istemeyen tilkeleri endiselendirmektedir. Mayis 1967’de Nasir,
Birlesmis Milletler Acil Mtuidahale Glici’ntin Sarm el-Seyh bélgesinden cekilmesini
istemistir. Bu istek Israil icin savas sebebidir. Israil 5 Haziran 1967 ginii Misir,
Urdtin, Suriye havalimanlarini bombalamistir. Tarihe Alti Giin Savas: olarak gecen
savas, alt1 glin sirmuistiir ve savas sonunda Israil topraklarini tic kat1 genisletmistir.
Israil’e kars: savasi kaybeden Misirin ekonomisi hizlica kéttilesmistir. Askeri olarak
buytk kayiplar yasanmistir. Orduyu yeniden kurma cabalarina girilmistir. Askeri ve
ekonomik alanlarda bu gelismeler yasanirken seker hastasi olan Nasirin 28 Eylul
1970 gtinli aniden &lmesi tilkede sok etkisi yaratmistir. (Oztiirk, 2016: 41-42)
Nasir’in 6limutnun ardindan yerine uzun sure yardimciligini yapan Enver Sedat
secilmistir. Enver Sedat Nasir doneminden farkli olarak dis politikada Sovyetlerle
yakinlagsmak yerine Amerika ile yakinlasip iyi iliskiler kurmay1 amaclayan politikalar
izlemistir. Enver Sedat basa gelmesinin ardindan Nasir ile farkli politikalar izleme
yoluna gitmistir. Bunun getirisi olarak da Nasir1t emekgci isci sinif desteklerken Sedat
ise daha burjuvazi sinif desteklemistir. (Oztiirk, 2016: 44) Sedat ekonomik anlamda
daha liberal bir ekonomi modeli benimsemistir. Sedat’in ilk arayis: tilkeye gelmesini
istedigi yatirimcilar tizerinedir. Ulkeye yabanci sermayecilerin gelip ekonomik olarak
ulkenin daha hizli sekilde toparlanmasini istemektedir. Bunun olmasi icgin ise
ontinde buytk bir engel vardi Ari’'nin (2012) aktarimi ile: “Sedat yabanci sermayenin

Misir'a gelmesinin éntindeki en biiytik engelin de Israil-Misir catismasi ve Misir'in
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Sovyetlerle yakin iliskisi oldugu gercegini g6z ardi etmiyordu. Bu iki sorunu ¢6zmesi
halinde Misir'in Bat1 sermayesi acisindan daha cazip hale geleceginin farkindaydi.”
(Ar1, 2012: 201) Sedat, bu engellerin ortadan kalkmasi icin Israil ile baris yapilmasi
gerektigini distinmekteydi. Misir ekonomisini iyilestirmek icin barisa ihtiyaci varda.
1967 askeri zaferiyle kendine olan gliveni artan Israilin Amerika’dan aldig
yardimlarla da ekonomik olarak giiclendigi goértilmekteydi. Sedat, Israil’in pazarligini
yalnizca Amerika ile olabilecegini biliyordu. Bunun icin Amerika’nin katilimini
saglamak icin ugras vermistir. 1971’de Misir ile Moskova arasinda Dostluk ve Is
birligi Antlasmasi imzalanmistir. Fakat antlasmadan bir yi1l sonra Sedat herkesi
sasirtarak Temmuz 1972°de 20.000 Sovyet uzmani tlkesine gébndermistir. Sedat bu
hareketiyle 1967°de kaybettigi topraklari geri almak ile birlikte Sovyetlerden bagimsiz
oldugunu gosterip Amerika ile olan iligkilerini iyilestirme umudu ile yapilmistir. Ne
yazik ki Sedat’in bu hareketi yanlis zamana denk gelmistir. Ctinkti Israil’in olimpiyat
takimlarina Filistinliler saldir1 dtizenlemistir. Amerika Misir’daki gelismeleri takip
ederken Misir Sovyetler ile iliskilerini dtizeltmekten baska cikar yol bulamamistir.
1973 yilinda Misir Sovyetlerden yeniden silah almaya baslamistir. Misir, Amerika ile
Israilin zorda birakmanin yolunun Israilin gértildigi kadar giiclii olmadigini
gostermek oldugunu dustinmekteydi. Sedat savasin gerekliligini distnurken
Amerika ile gortistip diplomatik yolla da sonuca ulasmay: hedeflemekteydi. (Ari,
2012: 202-204) Ekim 1973’de Misir ve Suriye Yahudiler icin énemli bir giin olan Yom
Kippur giniinde ayni anda Israil’e saldirdilar. Israilliler hazirliksiz yakalandilar.
Sovyetlerden askeri techizat alan Misir ve Suriye’nin karsisinda Amerika’dan hava
destegi alan Israil vardi. Sovyetlerin asker konuslandirmasina karsin Amerika
niikleer alarm verdi. Bunun tlzerine Sovyetler vazgecti ve Amerika ise Israil’e
ilerlemeyi durdurmasi icin baski yapti. Bunun tizerine ateskes saglanmis oldu. (Hook
ve Spanier, 2022:120) Kissinger 1974 yilinda Misir ve Israilin savasi bitirme
konusunda ikna etmistir. 1975’de Sina II antlagsmas1 imzalanmistir. Amerika’nin bu
girisimi Misir’a ekonomik yardim da saglamistir. Amerika 1975°de yeniden acilan
Stveys Kanali’'nin imarina katki saglamistir. Sedatin gecis ruhu ekonomiyi
iyilestirmekle tilkeye yarar getirmistir. 1977’de Sedat Kudtis’e gidip Misir’in Israil ile
barisi kabul ettigini aciklamistir. Amerika’nin burada ticlinct taraf olmasiyla Misir
ile Israil arasinda yeni baris stireci baslamistir. iki devletin liderinin konusacag: tek
sey baris degildi. Filistin’in durumunu da konusmalar1 gerekiyordu. Bu konunun
antlasmay1 ¢cikmaza girdirecegi sirada Amerika baskani Carter iki lideri Camp David’e
gortismeleri icin cagirmistir. 1978’de Baskan Carter iki devletin isteklerini orta yolda

bulusturmaya calisti. Sonucta 17 Eylil 1978'de Camp David Antlasmasi
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imzalanmistir.  (Cleveland, 2008: 419-422) Camp David Antlasmasi: Misir’a barig
getirmistir. Amerika iki tilkeye de dis yardimla barisi desteklemistir. Fakat Misir'da
ekonomik olarak tam bir iyilesme saglamamistir. Diger yandan Sedat’in attigi bu
adim sonunda diger Arap Tulkeleri onu kinamistir. Misir, Arap dlnyasinda
yalnizlasmistir. Arap Birligi'nden cikarilmistir. Halk arasinda da hosnutsuzluk
gittikce artmaktadir. Bunun Uzerine Sedat demokrasi adina cesitli platformlar
kurdurmustur. Camp David sonrasi uluslararasi arenada sayginligi artan Sedatin
halk arasinda gittikce azalmaktadir. 1980’de Sedat, Utanc Yasasi cikarmistir.
Yasanin cikmasindan sonra toplu tutuklamalar alindi. Bu tutuklanmalar Misir
halkinin Sedat’a olan glivenini bitirmistir. 6 Subat 1981°de askeri gecit toreni

sirasinda resmi heyete diizenlenen saldirida hayatini kaybetmistir.

2. Arap Bahari1 ve Misir

2.1. Miibarek Donemi ve Arap Bahari1 Oncesi Misir’in Durumu

1981°de Enver Sedat’in 6limuntn ardindan Misirin basina Hisnt Mubarek
gecmistir. Arap Baharinin basladigi sirada Misir'in basinda Husnt Mubarek
bulunmaktaydi. Mubarek basa geldigi zaman Ttllkenin en O6nemli problemi hig
sUphesiz ekonomi idi. Sedat déneminde baslayan liberallesme faaliyetleri beklenileni
karsilayamamistir. Aksine giderek artan bir gelir esitsizligi problemini meydana
getirmistir. Mibarek dis politikada Bat1 yanlisi politikaya devam etmistir. Sovyetlerle
olan iliskiyi duzeltme gayretine girismistir. Camp David sonrasi Arap ulkeleriyle
bozulan iliskileri de dizeltmek icin caba gostermistir. Sedat déneminde baslayan
Amerika ve Misir yakinlasmasi Miibarek déneminde de devam etmektedir. Ulkenin
ekonomik olarak duizelmesinin yolunun Amerika tarafindan karsilanabilecegini
dustinmektedir. Miibarek Camp David Antlasmasina sadik kalmaya ve Israil ile olan
iliskilerin bozulmamasina da 6zen gostermistir. (Ozttirk, 2016: 48-49) 19801 yillarin
ortalarina kadar yardimlar artarak devam etmistir. (Kuduoglu, 2018:13)

Mubarek’in ilk doénemleri Misirin daha demokratik zamanlara gidisini
gosteriyor gibiydi. 1984 secimleri Hlir Subaylar Darbesinden bu yana yapilan en
seffaf secimlerden biriydi. Mibarek, Sedatn karma ekonomisini devam ettiriyordu.
Amerika’nin ekonomik o6zellestirmesine karsi direniyordu. Siyasi kisitlamalar da
huktmetin 6zel sektére dontk politikasinda aktif olmustur. Bir tarafta zengin ve
burokrasinin tist kademeleri diger tarafta ise memurlar bulunmaktaydi bu iki grup
arasinda yolsuzlugun etkinliginde u¢curum giderek artmaktaydi. Bunlara ek yasadis:
isler rejime olan kuskuyu artirmistir. Ulkedeki Islami érgiitler muhalefet kanadini

olusturmaktaydi. Mubarek’in dis politika hedeflerinin basinda Israil ile barisi
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korumak, Amerika ile iyi iligkiler gelistirip ekonomik yardim tizerine dayandirilmisti.
Ekonominin duzeltilmesi en buylk amaci haline gelmistir. Bunun yaninda
Amerika’dan askeri yardim da almaktadir. Amerika’dan alinan yardimlar sonunda
Misirin ekonomik bagimliliginin oldugu tizerine elestiriler almaktadir. Ulkenin dis
politikada etkisini kaybettigi ve yalnizca Amerika’nin boélgedeki kuklasi oldugunu
ifade ediyorlardi. Kalkinma stratejisinin Misir’a goére degil de Amerika’ya gore
yapilmaktaydi. Ayrica Misir modern Amerikan silahlariyla yeniden donatilirken ytukla
borca girmisti. 1989°da Misir yeniden Arap Birligine alinmistir. (Cleveland, 2008:
436-439)

1990 yilinda Irakin Kuveyt’i isgal etmesi tizerine Amerika’nin Misir'dan yardim
talep etmesi Muibarek icin bir firsat olmustur. Mtibarek Amerika’nin yuriattigta Col
Firtinas1 Operasyonu’nda onlara destek vermistir. (Ozttirk, 2016: 50) Miibarek,
Amerika’nin boélge politikalarina destek oldugunun en buyltdk kaniti Korfez
Savasindaki bu tutumudur. Kamuoyunda destek aldigi gibi tepki de almistir.
(Kuduoglu, 2018:18) Birinci Korfez Savasinin ardindan 2003 yilinda Amerika’nin
Irak’ isgali gerceklesmistir. Miibarek Birinci Kérfez Savasi’nin aksine Irak’in isgaline
kesin bir sekilde karsi cikmistir. Soguk Savas’in sona ermesiyle Amerika’nin
Ortadogu’ya demokrasi getirmek adiyla boélgede uyguladigi baskidan Misir’'da
nasibini almistir. Miibarek siyasi alan1 daha rekabetci hale getirmistir. (Oztiirk, 2016:
51) “Fakat yaklasik otuz yil boyunca tulkeyi bask:r altinda tutarak kendisine karsi
ciddi bir muhalefetin olusmasini engellemeye calismistir. Bu dogrultuda polis ve
istihbarat gliclerini bizzat kontroltl altinda tutmus ve halkin yani sira buirokrasi ve
ordu icerisinde de kendisine karsti bir muhalefetin gelismesini istememistir.
Kendisine karsi bir muhalefetin gelismesini engellemeye calisirken anayasaya da
kars1 gelerek Cumhurbaskani Yardimecis: koltuguna herhangi bir ismi atamamis ve
bu makamin bos kalmasini saglamistir. Bu durum ise hem orduda hem de
burokraside Mubarek’in kendilerine given duymadig1 ve rejime karsi bir tehdit olarak
gordigl hissini uyandirmistir.” (Génen, 2019: 76) Kendisinden sonra yerine oglunun
gececegi soylentisi Misir halkini 6fkelendirmistir. Bu 6fkeler dogrultusunda Mubarek
yonetiminin baskisindan, yolsuzlugundan, koétti yénetiminden bikan halk 25 Ocak
2011°de Kahire’de Tahrir Meydani’nda toplanarak Mubarek’i protestoya baslamistir.
(Ozturk, 2016: 52)

2.2. Arap Baharinda Misir

Arap Bahari hareketi, cogunlugu Araplardan olusan cografyada baslayan

protesto ve ayaklanmalara verilen isimdir. Arap cografyasini kapsayan, Arap

dinyasinda demokrasi ve temel hak ve 6zgurliklerin istenmesi izerine ortaya
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cikmistir. Hook ve Spanier’in (2022) deyimiyle “Arap demokrasisinin uyanisi.”
2010 tarihinde Universite mezunu seyyar satici Muhammed Buazizi'nin
ruhsati olmadigi gerekcgesiyle Tunus polisi tarafindan tutuklanmaistir.
Buazizinin calisabilmek icin polise risvet vermeyi reddetmesi uzerine
mallarina el konulmustur. Bunun tizerine tek gelir kapisini da kaybeden 6fkeli
Buazizi, sehrin kalabalik bir sokaginda kendisini yakmistir. Buazizi'nin kendi
hayatindan vazgecip yaptig1 eylem bir baskaldir1 hareketi olarak tarihte yerini
almistir. (Hook ve Spanier, 2022: 354) Bu olayin haberlerde, gazetelerde ve
sosyal medyada yayinlanmasiyla olay halk arasinda yayilmistir. Buazizi'nin
bu hareketi Tunuslularin protesto etmesi icin 6énderlik yapmistir. Protestolar
once Buazizinin memleketinde daha sonra tek tek diger sehirlere hizla
yayilmistir. Ayaklanmanin artan issizlik, gida fiyatlarindaki artis, ytksek
enflasyon, risvet, olumsuz hayat kosullar1 gibi bircok sebebi bulunmaktadar.
(Gelvin, 2016: 373) Otoriter baskici bir sekilde yonetilen halkin bircok
sebepten dayanacak giici kalmamistir. Bununla birlikte yasanan bu olay
bardagi dolduran son damla olmustur. Halk demokrasi, temel hak ve
ozgurluklerini talep etmeleri Gizerine ayaklanmistir. Ayaklanma Tunus lideri
Zeynel Abidin Bin Ali’'nin devrilmesiyle sonuc¢lanmistir. Ayaklanma yalnizca
Tunus ile sinirlh kalmamistir. Tunus’ta baslayip Kuzey Afrika tlkelerine hizli
bir sekilde yayilmistir. Ayaklanmanin ilk yayildig: tilkelere baktigimizda Katar,
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri gibi zengin Arap tlkelerinde degil; Tunus, Misir gibi
yoksul Arap tlkelerinde ciktigr gértilmektedir. (Gonen, 2019: 56) Bu da halkin
sosyoekonomik olarak nasil bir buhranda oldugunu bizlere géstermektedir.
Halkin yasam kosullarinin gitgide koéttiye gitmesiyle devletten beklenilen
yardim, demokrasi icin istenilen talebin yerine getirilmemesi sabirlarini
tasirmistir.

Olaylarin kis ayinda baslayip yayilmasiyla halk demokrasi, insan haklar1 gibi
taleplerinin yaninda sosyoekonomik acidan da iclerindeki umudu ifade eden bir ifade
olarak bahar olarak adlandirmistir. Her kisin bir bahar1 her baharin bir yazi vardir.
Soguk ve sert kisin ardindan 1lik ve ferah bir bahar beklenir. Arap halk: da yoksulluk
ve baskinin ardindan demokrasi ve oOzglUrliglin gelecegine olan umutlarini
gostermislerdir. Nitekim baharin oldugu her yerde umutlar gerceklesememistir.

Tunus’ta baslayan ayaklanma dalgalar halinde diger tilkelere de gectigini Utist

kisimda belirtmistik. Ayaklanmanin etkisi altina aldig bir sonraki durag: Misir’dir.
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Ayaklanmanin Tunus’tan sonraki duraginin Misir olmasinin tesadifi olmadigi
duistincesi agir basmaktadir. Sebebi ayni cografyada bulunmalarinin yaninda iki
ulkenin de ayni veya benzer durumlar icerisinde olmasindan kaynaklanmaktadir.
Sebepleri tek yonl distinmemekte fayda vardir. Ayaklanmanin ortaya cikis
kosullari, sebepleri; cografya, dil ve kultirin yani sira siyasi, askeri, idari ve
hepsinden 6nemlisi ise ekonomik olarak iki tilkenin birbiriyle cok benzer olmasidir.
Temel sebepler benzer iken tlkelerde etkin ve ayaklanmayi getiren agir basan
sebepler ise farklidir. Bu su demektir evet ayaklanmanin yasandig: tilkelerde temel
sebepler ayni olabilir (yoksulluk, issizlik gibi) veya benzerlik gdsterebilirken,
ulkelerde ayaklanmanin patlak vermesine farkli bir sebep daha aktif rol oynamistir.
Bu benzerliklerin yaninda Arap Baharinin sigradigi her tilkede protestolar, protesto
sekilleri, protesto sureleri ve bununla birlikte elde ettikleri sonuclar her biri
birbirinden farklilk g6stermektedir. Butin bu siralanmis olan benzerlik ve
farkliliklarin sebeplerin ortak zemininde otoriter rejim seklinde yonetilmeleri vardir.
(Bahtiyar, 2016:169) “Tunus ile baslayip, Misir’a sicrayan, oradan da Yemen,
Bahreyn, Suriye ve Libya'y1 sarsan Arap isyanlarini patlatan en temel sebep, Arap
dinyasini saran carpik ve esitsiz siyasi ve ekonomik sistem olarak belirlemek
mumkuindur. Bu sebebe degisik boyutlarda da olsa protestolarin diizenlendigi hemen
her Arap devletinde rastlanmaktadir.” (Baskan, 2011: 20)

Halk tarafindan “Ofke GUinii” olarak anilan 25 Ocak 2011 tarihinde Misir’da
ayaklanmanin sesleri sert ve iyice duyulmaya baslanmistir. Bu tarih on sekiz giin
suirecek kitlesel iggal ve eylemlerin baslangicidir. (Amar ve Prashad, 2014: 71) Halkin
ayaklanmaya baslamas1 ile tUlkedeki bircok sorun da gin yUzlne cikmaya
baslamistir. Gida fiyatlarindaki artis, yolsuzluk, risvet, giderek artan issizlik, kot
yasam kosullari, demokrasinin uygulanamayisi, temel hak ve o6zgurltukler
konusundaki eksiklikler gibi konular ayaklanmanin ardindan patlak vermeye
baslamistir. Bitiin bu saydigimiz konular halk: icin yeterince zor ve yasamalarini
glclestirirken bir de tilkedeki mevcut htikiimetin bu konulara olan uzaklig: ve baskisi
insanlarin sabirlarini fazlaca zorlamaktadir. Hiktiimet bu konulara ¢éziim bulma
konusunda yetersiz kalmistir. (Cetinkaya, 2014: 63) Tunus’ta yasananlardan sonra
Misir’da yasayan ‘6 Nisan Hareketi’ icerisinde olan gencler olaylarin baslamasiyla
Tahrir Meydani’na gelmeye baslamislardir. Ayaklanma baslayip devam ederken
Tahrir Meydani ylzlerce insanin giinlerce protesto yaptiklari énemli bir yer haline
gelmistir. Ayaklanmanin baslamasi ve stlirecin ilerlemesi konusunu aktaran Gelvin :

“Ben Ali'nin istifa etmesinden yaklasik bir bucuk hafta sonra, bu kez

Misir'da bircogu” 6 Nisan Hareketi'ne dahil olan gencler Kahire’deki Tahrir
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Meydani’ni isgal etmeye basladilar (Tahrir Meydani Misir'a o ginku

protestolara ev sahipligi yapan bircok yerden biri olmasina karsin, Misir

isyaninin sembolik merkezi haline geldi). 6 Nisan Harekati ismini 2008

yilinda Facebook kullanicisi olan genclerin devlet tarafindan isletilen bir

tekstil fabrikasinda greve gitmis olan iscilere destek vermek icin genel grev
cagrisinda bulunduklar1 tarihten almaktaydi. Bugtin Facebook ile diger
sosyal medya araclarina atfedilen mucizevi glicti yalanlarcasina, genel grev
cagrisina uyulmadi. Ancak bu 2008’teydi. Birkac yil sonra tekrar
denediklerinde bu kez daha basarili oldular. Guvenlik gtcleri ve grev
kiricilar protestocular: dagitmay1 basaramayinca, ordu protestoculara ates
acilmayacagini duyurdu. Grevler ve hukltimet karsiti protestolar butin

Misir'a yayildi. 11 Subat 2011°de, ordu yonetime el koydu. Devlet baskani

Husnt Mubarek’i gérevden aldi ve Silahli Kuvvetler Yiiksek Surasi altinda

yeni bir ydnetim tesis etti. Misir isyaninin ilk sokak evresi olarak

adlandirilabilecek bu asama yalnizca on sekiz glin icinde nihayete

ermistir.” (Gelvin, 2014: 64)

Misir’da cogunlugunu genclerin olusturdugu ayaklanma da diger ulkelerde
rastlanmayan benzersiz bir sekilde birbirleriyle érglitlenmeleri gértilmusttr. Gengcler
sosyal medya araciligiyla birbirleriyle siki iletisim kurup protestolara katilmislardir.
Bu yonuyle Misir’daki eylemler diger tilkelerdeki eylemlerden farklilik géstermektedir.
Ayrica bu yéntemin kullanilmasiyla sosyal medya ve teknolojinin olaylarin seyrini
hizlandirmadaki etkisi de gozler 6ntine serilmistir. Kamuoyu olusturma, organize
olma gibi konularda genis kitlelere ulasma da cok etkin oldugu gértilmektedir. Tahrir
Meydaninda toplanan halkin belki de en 6énemli istegi otoriter Muibarek rejiminin
devrilmesidir. Tahrir Meydani’nda gostericiler “Es-seab yurid iskat en-nizam” yani
halk rejimin yikilmasin istiyor, “Iirhal!” Defol! sézleriyle sloganlar atiyorlardi. Halk:
yatistirmak isteyen Mubarek, onlara bazi reformlar énermistir. Fakat 6fkeli halk
kabul etmemistir. Halkin o6fkesini dindiremeyen Mtuibarek ayaklanmay: bastirma
konusunda basarisiz olmustur. Butin tlkeye yayilan htikiimet karsiti eylemler
sonucunda ordu yonetime el koymustur. Bunun uzerine Mubarek goérevden
alinmistir. 30 yillik Muibarek yonetimi bitmistir. Mtibarek’in devrilmesinin ardindan
Haziran 2012’de Misir tarihinde gerceklestirilen ilk cumhurbaskanligi secimleri
sonucunda Musliman Kardesler, yeni bir hiikiimet kuracak kadar halkin destegini
almistir. Musliman Kardesler’den Muhammed Mursi secimi kazandi. Mursi’nin
yemin etmesi ile birlikte géreve basladi. Fakat siyasi gerilim devam etti. (Ozturk,

2016: 52-53) Musliman Kardesler ve onlar istemeyenler arasinda rekabet
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baslamistir. Bu rekabet ilerlerken Misir ekonomisi gittikce daha da koéttilesmistir.
Bunu tUzerine Misir halki yeniden sokaklara doékialmustir. Yulzlerce insanin
gosterilere baslamasina ordu yeniden mudahale etmistir. Musliman Kardesleri
devirip gosterileri dagitti. Yeni bir anayasa taslagi hazirlatti. Mtibarek’inden cok daha
bir baskic1 rejimi ortaya koydu. (Gelvin, 2016: 380) Boylelikle anayasa, demokrasi ve
insan haklar gibi séylemlerle gosterilere baslayan halk bir kez daha baskici bir

rejimle karsi karsiya kalmistir.

25 OCAK DEVRIMI'NDEN BUGUNE

MISIR

Kaynak: https://stratejikortak.com/2016/01 /arap-baharndan-bugune-msr-

infografik.html
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Arap Bahari'nin ilk devriminin
Uzerinden 10 yil gecti

Tunus'ta "ekmek, onur ve 6zgirliik” sloganiyla 10 yil dnce 14 Ocak'ta gerceklesen devrim,
kisa siirede Orta Dogu ve Kuzey Afrika baskentlerine "Arap Bahan" isimli riizgarla yayildi. Arap
Bahar, yillar icinde ulastigi tlkelerde "darbe, karsi devrim, i¢ savas ve dis mudahalelerin”

etkisiyle geriledi

Il TUNUS ] SURIYE
é 0§ Seyyar satic ¥ Tunus, iktidarin % 1 Dera'da baslayan 1 I¢ savasta yuzbinlerce
©  Muhammed secimlerle belirlendigi, = banscil protestolar sivil katledildi
= Buazizinin kendini  temel hak ve 2 Esed rejiminin kanli
2N\ yakmasinin Ozgarlaklerin N miudahalesiyle 1 Milyonlarca Suriyeli
ardindan sokaga korundugu bir sisteme yerini ic savasa siginmaci durumuna
dokdalen halk, kavussa da derinlesen birakti dasta
20 yih askin stiredir  sosyoekonomik
Ulkeyi ydneten sorunlar Tunus
Bin Ali yonetiminin  devriminin kazanimlan = _
sonunu getirdi karsisinda en bayik < BAHREYN
tehdit olarak = 1 Bahreyn'deki
degerlendiriliyor 2 ayaklanmalan
= bastirmak Gzere,
A Korfez Isbirligi
Konseyi 14 Mart'ta
midahale karan ald
§ Anayasal
degisikliklerle talepler
karsilanmaya
calisilirken, mubhalifiere
yonelik sistematik
baski artti
Y/
N4 S MISIR |
s - o
g M :
= S W Ulkede
= 142y boyunca iktidarda S baslayan halk
7  bulunan Kaddafi'ye karsi & hareketleri N4
= baslatilan gosteriler, silahl 11 Subat'ta 30 4l YEMEN
miicadele ve sonrasinda yillik Mibarek <
ic savasa donasta iktidarinin S 11978'den beri
sonunu getirdi ©  gobrevde olan Abdullah
¥ Uluslararasi glclerden # Siyaset & salibe kars! baslayan halk
destek alan Halife 1 Bir vilhk Uzerindeki etkisini ayaklanmasi Mansur
Hafter'in Nisan 2019'da sivil yonetim artiran ordu Hadi'nin Cumhurbaskani
baskenti ele gecirmeye 3 Temmuz mubhaliflere secilmesiyle sonuclandi
cahsmas tlkeyi siddet 2013'de (lkenin karst baskici
sarmalina sarikledi ilk secilmis bir kampanya ¥ Ancak Husilerin
Cumhurbaskan yaratta secilmis hikkimete
I Libya hiikimeti, 2020 Mursi'ye yapilan darbe yapmasi ve
yilinin ilk yarisinda darbeyle # Ulke ekonomik 26 Mart 2015'te
Tarkiye'nin de destegiyle sonlandi olarak giderek S. Arabistan dnctlGgindeki
Hafter milislerini Glkenin fakirlesti ve artan koalisyonun askeri
batisindan cikardi. BM 1 Darbe terdr eylemleriyle madahale karan
Onclltiginde krize siyasi slirecinde ordu, birlikte daha Glkedeki ic savas
¢6zUm icin miizakereler ylzlerce Misirliyi sert slirece icin kinima noktasi
devam ediyor katletti girdi oldu

N

oL2021

Qe

Kaynak: https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/arap-baharinin-ilk-devriminin-

uzerinden-10-vil-gecti/2109556

35


https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/arap-baharinin-ilk-devriminin-uzerinden-10-yil-gecti/2109556
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/arap-baharinin-ilk-devriminin-uzerinden-10-yil-gecti/2109556

3. Obama Donemi Amerikan Dis Politikasinda Misir

3.1. Obama’nin Ortadogu Politikasi

4 Kasim 2008’de Amerika’nin baskanlik secimini kazanan isim Barack Huseyin
Obama olmustur. Amerika’nin 44. Baskani olan Obama baskanlik koltuguna geldigi
20 Ocak 2009 tarihinde Amerika icin yeni bir umut olarak gértlmustir. Degisim
sloganiyla gelen Obama déneminde hentiz Ortadogunun nasil sekillenecegi belli
olmamasina ragmen beklenti gittikce ylkselmistir. Degisim slogani kendisinden
onceki Bagskan Bush’tan farkli olacagini ifade etmesi bu beklentiyi ytikselten en temel
olgudur. (Benli Altunisik, 2009) “Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin ktiresel gui¢ rekabeti
Ortadogu ekseninde degerlendirildiginde; enerji kaynaklarinin kontrol edilmesi, ABD
karsiti guclerin Ortadogu’da yasam alani bulmasinin engellenmesi, 06zellikle
terdrizmin ve radikal 6rgiitlerin engellenmesi, Israilin gilivenliginin saglanmasi,
bolgeden istihbarat saglanmasi, i¢ siyasal mekanizmalar Uizerinde kontrol ve Us
politikas1 vb. gibi konular 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. ABD, bu amaclar: dogrultusunda
Birinci Dlinya Savasi’ndan gliniimtuize kadar Ortadogu’yu kontrol altina almak adina
politikalar izlemistir.” (Karaguizel, 2020) Amerika icin bircok yénden énemli ve degerli
olan Ortadogu Ulizerinde hemen hemen her baskan icin 6énemli bir konu olmus 6zel
politikalar yurttmuslerdir. Bir 6nceki Baskan Bush déneminde Ortadogu Ulizerinde
izledigi politikalar ifade ederken 6zglrltik ve demokratiklesme sdylemine sik sik yer
vermistir. Bu séylem ekseninde Buytik Ortadogu Projesi adindaki proje ile gerektigi
zaman Ortadogu’ya askeri gii¢ kullanarak demokrasinin goéttrilecegidir. (Benli
Altunisik, 2009) Bush zamaninda otoriter ve totaliter rejimlerin yok saydigi halklara
insan1 mtidahalenin mesrulugunu savunmaktadir. 11 Eyltil’den sonra terérle kiiresel
savas politikas1 dogrultusunda bu mesrulugu dile getirmektedir. (Kurt, 2014) Yeni
Ortadogu politikasinin ilk ayag Irak olmustur. Amerika Burada azalan itibarim
onarip gucunu gosterecektir. Ortadogu Uzerinde militarist politikalar izlenilen ve
Bush'un mudahalelerinin oldugu doénemden sonra gelen Obama’nin ilk
faaliyetlerinden birisi olarak bozulan Amerikan imajini duzeltmek icin cabalamak
olmustur. (Sebin, 2021: 33) Amerika’nin Afganistan ile Irak’in ardindan maliyetli ve
huktmet acisindan bile mesrulastirilmasinin zorlasip dis politika agisindan yararsiz
oldugu goértilmektedir. Iki savasin Amerika’nin glicint ve itibarim1 zedeledigi
gortilmektedir. Amerika halki sonuclarin ardindan bunun farkina varmistir. Halkin
yaninda Obama’nin da farkinda olup goreve geldigi zaman Amerika’nin dis politika
eksenini Ortadogu’dan Asya’ya kaydirmak istemistir. Amerikanin dis
mudahalelerine sinir getirmistir. Gerekli oldugu zaman o6nleyici, tek tarafli eyleme

gecme hakkini, Terére Kars1t Kuresel Savas’tan yurtdisi kosullarina bagh
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operasyonlarla sinirlandirmistir. Ayrica kara operasyonlar1 yerine hava
operasyonlarina o6ncelik vermistir. Dengi olmayan Amerika hegemonyasinin iddia
etmek yerine cok tarafl ittifak politikasi izlemistir. Obama, Bush’un ‘ya bizimlesiniz
ya da bizim karsimizda’ séylemini reddetmistir. Bu séylemin doktrinden uzaklasan
her eylemi mesrulastirmak icin yapildigini ifade etmektedir. Obama’nin Amerika’nin
dis politikasini her tlke icin ayri kapsam olusturmasina dayandirmistir. Elestirilenler
tarafindan Amerika kararsiz ve eskisi kadar giiclii olmadiginin diistiintilmesine sebep
acmistir. (Gelvin, 2016: 352-353) Amerika’nin Ortadogu’da kullandigl en 6nemli dis
politika araclarindan olan kuvvet kullanimi ve silahlar askeri gtiicti gostermektedir.
Ortadogu’daki askeri glicti ktiresel veya boélgesel cikarlar: icin sert giic kullanmada
ara¢ olarak kullanmaktadir. (Celik, 2021: 50) Obama’nin baskanlik koltuguna
gelmesiyle birlikte Ortadogu’da izledigi politikada sert glic kullanmak yerine
yumusak glic kullanmay: tercih ettigi gértilmektedir. Obama, Amerika’nin kiiresel
cikarlan icin ‘yumusak glice’ veya ‘baski, 6deme yapmak yerine cekicilikle istegini
alma becerisine’ dayandirmaktadir. Diger bir hedef olarak goérdigi konu ise
diplomasidir. Diplomasiyi dis politikanin temel araci olarak giiclendirmektir. (Hook
ve Spanier, 2022: 330) “Obama’nin ilk déneminde izledigi siyasetin G.W. Bush’tan
farkli olarak buylk oranda daha uzlasmaci bir temelde kurgulandigr iddia
edilebilecektir.” (Ozsahin, 2016) Obama dénemi Ortadogu acisindan hic stiphesiz
onemli gelismelerinden biri de Amerika’nin Irak’tan cekilmesidir. Obama, Bush’un
geri cekilme takvimine uymay1 planlamaktaydi. Obama, 21 Ekim’de ‘askerlerimiz,
tatilde kesinlikle evde olacaklar’ diyerek aciklamistir. (Hook ve Spanier, 2022: 339)
Obama’nin Irak’tan cekilmeyi gerceklestirmesi dis politikada elde ettigi basarilardan
birisi olarak sayilmaktadir. Obama baskanlik dénemi boyunca bircok elestiriye
maruz kalmistir. En kuvvetli elestirilerden birisi ise Bush’tan farkli olarak degisim
sloganiyla gelip Bush y0netiminin devami niteliginde hareket ettigi elestirisidir. Bunu
Ortadogu politikalar1 olarak dustnecek olursak Ortadogu’da baris stlrecinin
saglanmasinda iki baskaninda yetersiz kalip cikmaza girmeleridir. Diger bir elestiri
ise Obama’nin izledigi politikalarda celiskili olmasidir. Ortadogu agisindan
ornekleyecek olursak bir taraftan Irak’tan cekilmeyi uygularken diger taraftan
Afganistan’daki askerlerin sayisinda takviye kuvvet gondermesini sdyleyebiliriz.
Ortadogu da izlenilen dis politikada geriden liderlik kavramini ortaya atmistir. Bu
politika dogrudan mudahil olmayin muttefiklerle hareket etmeyi onlarin gerisinden
liderlik yapmayi1 kapsamaktadir. Libya’da yasanan mudahalede geriden liderlik
kavramina uygun hareket etmistir. Bltin bunlarin yaninda Obama htukUmeti

belirsiz, kisim kisim tirkek tavirlar sergilemekle elestirilmektedir. Bir diger elestiri ise
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Obama’nin etkisiz ve olaylar karsisinda tepkisiz kalip hicbir eyleme girismedigini
bunun Amerika’nin uluslararasi arenada zayifladigini distindtirdigtiina ifade ederek

elestirmislerdir.

3.2. Obama’nin Arap Bahari ve Misir Politikasi

Demokrasinin yayilmasi Amerika’nin en 6énemli dis politikalarindan birisidir.
Amerika tarihine bakildiginda her Baskanin bu olgu ekseninde politikalar
gerceklestirmistir. Obama’nin dis politikalarinin temelinde bu olguyu gérmek
mumkundur. Fakat Amerika’nin demokrasiyi yayilmasinda kullandiklar: ara¢ olarak
Bush’tan farkli goriislere sahiptir. Ozellikle Irak’in isgalini desteklememis karsisinda
yer alip sert sekilde elestirmistir. (Hook ve Spanier, 2022: 351) Bu gértist Kahire’de
bir konusmasinda (Beyaz Saray, Basin S6ézciisii Makami, Remarks by the President
on a New Beginning, 2009) soyle ifade etmistir:

“Hicbir yonetim sistemi bir tilke tarafindan baska herhangi birisine zorla kabul
ettirilemez veya ettirilmemeli... Baris¢il bir secimin sonucunu c¢ikartmayi
varsaymadigimiz gibi, Amerika herkes icin en iyisini bildigini varsaymiyor. Ama tim
insanlarin bazi seyler icin arzu duyduguna yoénelik kararlh bir inancim var: ne
distindigint acikca sOyleyebilme ve nasil yonetildigine gltiven; seffaf ve halktan
calmayan bir ydnetim sectigin gibi yasama 06zgurltigti. Bunlar sadece Amerikan
fikirleri degil; bunlar insan haklar ve iste bu ytizden bunlar: her yerde savunacagiz.”

Obama demokrasisinin sinandigi esas olay Arap Bahari adi verilen ve Arap
dinyasinda yasanan ayaklanmalardir. Kuzey Afrika ve Ortadogu boélgesindeki bircok
ulkede yasanan ayaklanmalarda halk demokrasi ve 6zgurlik icin ayaklanmistir.
Obama htiklimeti icin demokrasinin savunuculugunu kendi yoéntemleriyle géstermek
icin bir firsat oldugunu soéyleyebiliriz. Obama y6netimi Arap isyaninin basladig ilk
etapta politikasini net bir sekilde olusturma konusunda belirsiz kalmistir. Bush
yonetiminin demokrasi Uzerinde biraktigi olumsuz izlenim dogrultusunda onun
silinmesi yeni politikanin goésterilmesi agisindan zorlanmistir. Tunus’ta baslayan
ayaklanma da Obama tepkisiz kalip olaylar: gézlemleme yoluna gitmistir. Bekle gor
stratejisini uygulamistir. Bu stratejiyle tepkisiz ve kararsiz oldugunu ifade etmek
yanlis olmaz. Yerel bir eylem olacag varsayiminda bunulmustur. Fakat surec
ilerledikce yerel bir eylem olmadigi giin yliztine ¢cikmistir. Olaylar: akisina birakmak
kaos, i¢ karisiklik ve boélgedeki istikrar saglamaya engel, kargasadan fayda
saglayanlarin olasiliklarini artirabilirdi. Obama, danismanlarina demokrasi yanlisi
ayaklanmaya kars: “lke ulke’ strateji hazirlamalarini séylemistir. Her tlkeye karsi

ortak bir genel stratejiden ziyade tilke bazinda strateji olusturmustur. Tunus’ta
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Zeynel Abidin Bin Ali'nin devrilmesiyle sonuclanan ayaklanma Misir’a sicramistir.
(Hook ve Spanier, 2022: 353-354) Ayaklanmanin Misir’a sigcramasi ile Amerika icin
isler degisiklik g6stermistir. Misir Amerika’nin tepkisiz sessizce izleyemeyecekleri bir
ulke konumundadir. Amerika Ortadogu’yu sekillendirirken Misir’daki politikalari
dénemlidir. Misir, bélgedeki diger devletlerden énce yer almistir. Amerika’nin israil’den
sonra boélgedeki en buiytik ikinci muttefiki konumundadir. Misir olmazsa Ortadogu’da
etkin ve saglam olmalarinin oranin az oldugunun farkindadirlar. Bu baglamda
Misir’daki bir degisiklik buttin Ortadogu icin 6nem arz etmektedir. Obama da bu
olgunun farkinda olup ona goére yeni stratejiler gelistirmistir. (Pekéz, 2015: 78)
Misir’da ayaklanmalarin baslamasi Amerika’y1 bolgedeki mittefikini kaybetme
endisesi icine girmistir. Amerika ilk etapta Misir1 yumusak bir tonda uyarmistir.
Misir'in reform yapmasini istiyor. Mtibarek karsiti gosteriler genisleyip halkin talebi
arttikca Muibarek’in hicbir sey yapmamasi1 Amerika’nin canini sikiyor ve daha sonra
yumusak tondan sert tona gecis yapmistir. Miibarek’i sert bir sekilde uyarmistir.
Obama “sistemli bir gecis anlamli olmak zorunda, baris¢il olmak zorunda ve simdi
baslamak zorunda” diyerek Mubarek’e olan glvensizligini ifade ediyor. Bunun
Uzerine Mubarek’in devrilmesi tizerine halkta bir seving¢ bas godsteriyor. Misir’'da ordu
devletin kontrollinii eline almisti. (Hook ve Spanier, 2022: 351-356) 2012 yilinda
yapilan secimlerde Mtusliman Kardesler’den Mursi secimi kazanmistir. Secim
sonucu hem bolgedeki aktdrleri hem de Amerika’y: rahatsiz etmistir. 2013’de Mursi’
ye karsi darbe yapilmistir. Darbe sonunda basa Sisi gecmistir. Amerika’nin tepkisi
merakla beklenmigtir. Amerika 1srarla darbe soéyleminden uzak durmustur.
“Devrimin basariya ulasmasi ve Musliman Kardeslerin iktidara tasinmasi
sonrasinda da benzer bir kafa karisikligi stirmustiir. Oyle ki Misir’da yasanan kars:
devrim stUrecini anti-demokratik bir mtidahale olarak nitelendirmekten kacinmalar:

dikkat cekmektedir.” (Ozsahin, 2016: 16)

Sonuc¢

Obama’nin gerek Ortadogu, gerekse Arap Baharina kars: cekingen tutumu
bircok kesim tarafindan elestirilmistir. Obama’nin ihtiyath bir tutumda olmasinin en
buytk sebebi 6nceki Baskan Bush'un mudahaleleridir. Bush’tan farkli oldugunu
iddia etse de zamanla onun politikalarinda devamlihig sagladigi uygulamalar
gorulmektedir. Demokrasinin yayilmasi sOylemini kullanan iki baskan farkli yéntem
ve araclar kullansalar da Ortadogu barisi strecinde bir c¢cikmaza girmislerdir.
Kamuoyundan yeterince tepki alinmasi, uluslararas: arenada Amerika’nin imajinin

zedelenmesi gibi etkenler Obama’nin politikalarini etkilemistir. Obama Irak’tan
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cekilme takvimine uygun sekilde cikmay1 uygulamis olsa dahi Arap Bahari karsisinda
basarisiz bir politika izledigini séylemenin yanhs olmayacagi fikrindeyiz. “ABD,
Obama dénemi ile beraber, Arap Bahari stirecinde askeri mtidahaleyi 6teleyen, daha
ihtiyatli bir politika benimsedigi gbtzlenmektedir. Obama doktrini de denen bu
yaklasim, bazi akademik cevrelerce Bush déneminin saldirgan politikalar1 sonucu
dinyada ciddi imaj kaybina ugrayan ABD'nin, imaj duzeltme cabasi olarak
yorumlanmigtir.” (Géngen, 2014) Bush dénemi giic kullanimi Amerikan demokrasi
yayllma misyonunu =zedelemistir. Otoriter rejimlerin hakim oldugu ulkelerde
Obama’nin demokrasiyi tesis etmesi elestirilmistir. Arap Bahar:1 sonrasi Misir’da karsi
devrim sonrasinda yasanan tezatlik, Suriye’de rejim karsiti olusumlara destek verme
Obama’nin Amerika’nin demokrasi sdylemini olumsuz etkileyen gelismelerdendir.
(Ozsahin, 2016: 9) Obama baskanliginin ilk déneminde demokrasi, insan haklar gibi
soylemlerle birlikte yumusak glic kullanip uzlasmaci tavir sergilemistir. Ikinci
déneminde ise ilk dénemine tezat durus sergiledigini ifade edilmektedir. Ikinci
déneminde Bush ddéneminin niteligi sayilabilecek soéylemleriyle tezat olusturacak
uygulamalar sergilemistir. Obama doénemi ile Amerika’nin Ortadogu tlzerindeki

politikalarindaki degisiklikler acikca gértilmektedir.
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Edgar Allan Poe’nun “Kara Kedi” Hikayesinde Anlatici ve Bakis Agisi

“Sanat, yorumun yant swra, biraz da “perspektif” meselesidir.”
M. Tekin
ITlhami KOC!

Ozet

Amerikal: sair ve yazar Edgar Allan Poe’nun gotik edebiyat icerisindeki énemi g6z ard1
edilemez. Tahkiyeli edebi eserde hem okuyucuyu icine ceken hem yazarin hayal
gliclinU ortaya c¢cikaran hem de eser tahlilcilerine gtizel bir olanak saglayan “anlatic1”
ve “bakis acis1” konulari, bir eserin yapitasini olusturur. Bu konular tizerine ciddi s6z
sahibi profesorlerin gortisleri dikkate alinarak s6z konusu olan “Kara Kedi” hikayesi
tahlil edilecek, tahlil metodunun kisa ve net nasil olmas: gerektigi anlatilacak ve o
metotlara uygun olarak hikayenin kendisi yorumlanacaktir.

Anlatici, anlaticinin 6zellikleri basligi altinda bakis acisi, anlaticinin dili, dilsel ve
icerik yontunden ahlaki tutumu ve anlaticinin anlatma islevini yerine getirme
hususlarinda aciklama yapilacaktir. Kabul gérmus profesorlerin goérislerine
dayandirilarak, ele alinan hikaye yorumlama ve 6rnekleme yontinden irdelenecektir.
Bir tahlil metodu uygulanirken, diger tahlil basliklar: ile karistirmadan, sadece ele
alinan metodun uygulamasi yapilmalidir. Bu husus tahlil edilen eserin edebi
yorumunun sagligl acisindan daha gtivenilir ve dogru bir tutum olacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Anlatici, Bakis Acisi, Hikaye tahlili, Kara Kedi, Edgar Allan Poe,
Gotik Edebiyat,

Narrator and Point of View in Edgar Allan Poe’s Story “The Black Cat”
Abstract:

The importance of American poet and writer Edgar Allan Poe in Gothic Literature
cannot be ignored. In a narrative literary work, the subjects of “narrator” and “point
of view”, which both draw the reader in, make the author’s imagination obvious, and
provide a good opportunity for the work analysts, constitute the building blocks of a
work. Proceeding with the opinions of field experts who have a serious say on these
issues, the “Black Cat” story in question will be analyzed, how the analysis method
should be short and clear will be explained, and the story itself will be interpreted in
accordance with those methods. Under the title of the narrator, the characteristics of
the narrator, explanations will be made about the point of view, the narrator’s
language, his moral attitude in terms of linguistic and content, and the narrator's
fulfillment of the narration function, and the story will be examined in terms of
interpretation and sampling, based on accepted expert opinions. Proceeding without
confusing an analysis method with analysis methods that will be examined under
different headings will be a more reliable and correct attitude in terms of the health
of the literary interpretation of the interpreted work.

Keywords: Narrator, point of view, the Black Cat, Edgar Allan Poe, Gothic literature
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Giris / introduction

Anlatmaya bagli edebi eserlerde anlatici ile bakis acisi, dogru diizlemde
ilerleyen ve birbirinden ayri dustntlemeyen iki unsurdur. Bu unsurlardan ilk
anlasilmasi gereken anlaticinin ne demek oldugudur. Burada cevaplanmasi gereken
birka¢ soru bizlere anlaticiy1 daha net ifade edip hafizamizda somutlastirmada
yardimci olacaktir. Anlatici, bir olay1 veya olguyu nakleden kisiye denir. Anlatici,
yazarin kendisi degildir. Anlaticiya “yazar yerine konusan kurmaca varlik” da
denebilir. Anlatici, romancinin hikayeyi anlattirdigi, romanci ile okuyucu arasinda
bir kisidir (Cetin, 2017: s. 105).

Romanci ve okuyucu arasinda bir bag gorevi tistlenen anlatici, olaylar: bilen,
goren, kahramanlar arasinda neler yasandigini, yasanabilecegini, kisaca gecmisi
bilen, gelecege hakim olabilen, bazen dar bazen de genis gorislti bir kurmaca
varliktir. Edebi eserler olusturulurken, bir yandan izleyen hissi veren ve yazar
tarafindan olaya dahil edilmis kisiler de anlatici olabilecekken, bunun yaninda rol
almayan, olaylara yabanc1 bir kisi de anlatici olabilir. Bunun konumunu bakis acisi
daha iyi belirler.

Her bireyin bakis acisi, her insanin hayata kendi penceresinden bakmasi
acisindan cesitlilik goésterebilir. Kurmaca bir varlik, goérds, duyus tarzi yine
kurmacaya ait olan kavrayis ve sahsilestirme ile eserde hayat bulur. Bu hayat
bulusun altinda, bir kurmaca varligin géztinden gortlen, aktarilan veya yasanan
seyler gizlidir. Gizli olan seyin aciga cikarilmasi, bir edebi eserdeki anlatici ve bakis
acisinin ne denli paralel oldugunu ¢ézmek ile baslar. Bir eserde birden cok anlatici
olabilecegi gibi, birden ¢ok bakis acisinin da olabilecegini bizlere sunar.

Kurgulanan anlaticinin haklar1 da mevcuttur. Bu haklar, bakis acgisinin
getirmis oldugu tutum ve edebi zevk gidumudir. Burada yazar devreye girer ve
teknigi nicin sectigi, nasil uyguladig: hususunda anlatici tizerinden bize cevap verir.
Anlaticinin ve bakis acisinin alt kollar1 vardir. Bakis acisini da iyi anlamlandirmak ve
yine hafizamizda somutlastirabilmek icin Prof. Dr. Serif Aktas’in su sorusuna yanit
verilmelidir: “Babasinin veya sevdigi bir insanin 6liim haberini duyan biri i¢in yeni
acmis gul, ay 15181 ve cok glizel bir doga manzarasi ne ifade eder?” (Aktas, 2022: s.
73).

Zannediyorum ki hicbir kisi bu duruma cok mutlu olmayacaktir. Diinyaya dar
ve karanlik bir acidan bakmaya baslayan kisi ile farkli hayata sahip birinin genis ve
aydinlik bakis1 ayni olamayacaktir. Buradan hareketle bakis acisinin anlaticiya yani
kurmaca varliga ait oldugunu, yazarin kendisine ait olmadigini ¢ikarabiliriz.

1.Anlatic1 Tiirleri

Anlatici turlerinin hepsi goézlemci sayilir. Bu durumda 3 tip goézlemci
anlaticimiz vardir. Bunlar; gézlemci “ben” anlatici, gézlemci “sen” anlatici ve gézlemci
“0” anlaticidir. Ayri olarak 6zne yani kahraman anlaticit da bu grupta vazgecilmez bir
basliktir.  Gozlemci anlatici, basit tabirle baskalarinin hikayelerini anlatan
anlaticidir.

1.1.Gozlemci “Ben” Anlatici:

Gercek bir insan gibi kurgulanmis anlatici bicimidir. Ancak anlattigi macera
baskasina aittir. Kendisi “tanik olmus gibi” anlatir. Ornegin okumus, gérmis, tatmis
VS.
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1.2.Gozlemci “Sen” Anlatici:

Ikinci kisi cekimi ile hikayeyi nakleder. Ornegin yaptin, yaptiniz, okudunuz vs.
Bu anlatic1 bicimine ¢ok rastlanilmayisi, pek tercih edilmeyisindendir.

1.3.Gozlemci “O” Anlatici:

Gortiinmez bir varliktir ve olaylar1 3. kisi cekimi ile anlatir. En tercih edilen
anlatim bicimidir. Yapti, geldi, gitti vs.

1.4. Ozne/Kahraman Anlatic1:

Bu anlatici olayin bizzat kahramani konumundadir. Bu ylizden goértisti
tanrisal olana kiyasla daha dar ve kisitlidir. Okuyucuda daha cok yazarin kendisinin
oyktsti gibi algi uyandirir. Ozne anlatici daha cok 6zyasamdéykiisel romanlarda
goruldr. Bu da ister istemez romanin daha ¢ok bir kisinin hayat sertiveni, bir kisinin
romani gibi algilanmasina sebep olur (Cetin, 2017: s.113).

Kahraman tarafindan nakledilen olaylar, onun goértistii, hayati bilgisi, varlig
kavrama bicimi, bilgisel donanimi ile dogru orantihidir. Unutulmamalidir ki
kahraman anlatici, yazar degildir. Yazarin bu anlaticiy1 yani kurgusal karakter ile
birlesen bakis acisini tercih etmesi sahsi fikri olabilir fakat aktarici, yazardan ayridir.
Birinci sahis hayata daha “sahsi” bir gozle bakma ve “sahsi” duygularla anlatma
imkan1 saglar (Kaplan, 2017: s. 327). O, olayin icindeki kisidir. Ahlaki tutumu ve
diizeyi onun 6zelinde degerlendirilmelidir. Kisacas1 anlatici, kahramanlardan birisiyle
aynilesir. Boylece metnin yapis1 ve Uslubu Ulzerinde kahraman anlaticinin kulttr
seviyesi, mizaci, dikkati ve icinde bulundugu sosyolojik ve psikolojik sartlar etkili olur
(Aktas, 2022: s. 87).

Bahsedildigi gibi kisith olusu onu, hikaye veya roman olusturmada en zor
bakis acis1 yapabilir. Bu durumda 6zellikle tanrisal bakis acis1 veya hakim bakis acisi
adi verilen teknigin tamamiyla karsisinda bulunur. Cinkl onun gibi olaylari
olaganustulikle bilemez ve kavrayamaz. Yine de gercek bir insan hissi uyandirir.
Yazar1 zor duruma sokan bir bakis acgisi gibi gérinse de en glizel Ornekleri de
buinyesinde barindiran bir tekniktir. 18. ytizyildan itibaren giderek ragbet géren s6z
konusu ‘bakis acist’yla yazilmis Orneklerden biri D. Defoe’nin Robenson Cruzoe
romanidir (Tekin, 2016: s. 61). Turk edebiyatinda Peyami Safa ve Orhan Pamuk’un
bu bakis acisiyla yazilmis basarili romanlarn vardir. Dokuzuncu Hariciye Kogusu,
Yeni Hayat ve Benim Adim Kirmizi romanlari bu bakis acisina 6rnek olarak
gosterilebilir.

Bu bakis acisinin temel getirisindeki faydalar da az degildir. Okuyucuyla
0zdeslik kurma konusunda epey basarilidir ve sicak, samimi algilanir. Sonra
olaylarin icinde bulunmasi, romanin diger figlirlerine yakin olmasi, “ben anlatici”y1
daha insani, dolayisiyla daha inandirici kilar (Tekin, 2016: s. 63).

Butliin bu anlatic1 bilgileri Uzerine bakis acisinin eklenmesi anlaticinin
ozellikleri sinifina girer. Bakis acisi, anlaticinin 6zelliklerini belirleyen bir konumda
oldugundan dolay1 onun Uizerinden ilerleyerek gitmek daha dogru olacaktir.
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2.Anlaticilarin Ozellikleri
2.1.Bakis Acilar::

Bakis acis1 bir nevi insana yaklasim bicimidir. Romana yaklasan okuyucuyu
yakalayacak olan temel g6z alict unsurlardan biridir. Bu durum dil ile olan bagindan
da kaynaklanmaktadir. 3 tlr bakis acisit vardir. Bunlar; 6znel, nesnel ve tanrisal
olarak ayrisir.

2.1.1.0znel Bakis Acist:

Ozellikle gercek bir insan izlenimi uyandiran anlaticilar tarafindan kullanilir.
Bunun sebebi kisisel, tarafli, sinirli ve yUzeysel bir bakis acisi olmasindandir.
Gozlemci “ben” ve 6zne/kahraman anlatici bu bakis acisina gayet muisaittir.

2.1.2.Nesnel Bakis Acis1:

Adeta bir kamera gorevi géoren bu bakis acisi, genellikle gézlemci “sen”
tarafindan kullanilir. Goértip taniklik ettigini yansitir, tipk: bir ayna gibidir. Tarafsiz
ve dar olusu kahramanlara da o sekilde yaklasmasini saglar.

2.1.3.Tanrisal Bakis Acisi:

[lahi bakis acis1 ve hakim bakis acis1 adlandirmalar1 da mevcuttur. Genis ve
sinirsiz bir bakis acisidir. Tarafsizdir. Anlatict burada kendi duygu ve diistincelerini
yansitmaz. Olaylarin gecmisini gelecegini, i¢ konusmalari, karakterleri,
hayatlarindaki her ani1 ve biling altlarini bilme yetisine sahiptir. Anlatici sinirlanamaz,
nerede ihtiya¢c duyulursa orada olacaktir. Hakim bakis acisindan hareketle yaratilmis
bir anlatici, eserin veya metnin kainati icinde her seye hakimdir. (Aktas, 2022: s. 86)
Gozlemci “O” anlaticiya en uygun ve en cok tercih edilen bakis acgisidir. Bir nevi
geleneksel destanlara da dayanan bir bakis acisidir. Destanlarda oldugu gibi her seyi
bilme ve gérme durumu burada da aynen gecerlidir. Turk edebiyatinda yakin
donemde en glizel 6rnegi, Tartk Bugranin Kiicliik Aga romaninda goérultir. L.
Tolstoy’un diinya edebiyatinda ses getiren romanlarindan biri olan Savas ve Baris da
bu bakis acis1 ve getirdigi 6zellikler baglaminda yazilmistir. Tanrisal bakis acisi, teorik
olarak objektif bir tutumu gerektirir. (Saricicek, 2020: s. 31)

Bakis acilarn yazarin anlaticiya ne ifade ettirmek isteyisi ile baglantihidir.
Teknik secimi hususunda Philip Stevickin Roman Teorisi kitabindan
alintilayacagimiz su bélim yazarin secimini ve onun etkisini anlama acisinda daha
yardimci olacaktir: Yazar, bir hikayeyi yazarken, okuyucuyu eglendirmek mi, ona act
vermek mi, istiyor; canlt bir sahne mi yoksa anlasiumast zor bir sahne mi yaratmak
istiyor; bir karakteri daha sempatik veya inandirict olarak mu: yaratmak istiyor ? Iste
biittin bu sorular, teknik secimini etkiler. (Stevick, 2004: s. 100)

2.2.Anlaticinin Dili:

Dil konusu, cetrefilli bir konu olarak karsimiza ciksa da biraz dikkat ile
Ustesinden gelinebilecek durumdadir. Edebi eserin dili, onu var eden can
damarlarindan biridir. Bu dil elbette kurmacadir. Btittin bu dil unsurlarini, tislubu
ve tutumu anlaticinin mahiyeti ve bakis acis1 tayin eder. Roman veya 6yku, dil her
ne kadar sanatkarin elinde olsa da tust bir edebi dil kaygis1 gudulerek
olusturulmalidir. (Kog¢, 2023: s. 5) Buradan hareketle tahkiyeli edebi eserlerde
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anlaticinin dili yazar tarafindan belirlenir. Belirleme esnasinda yazar, anlaticiya,
sokak dili, ortalama yazi dili, konusma dili, edebi dil veya yliksek edebi dil arasinda
bir secim yapar. Bunlar anlaticinin dilsel 6zelligini belirler. Roman ve oyku dili,
kullanilan dilin sanatkar tarafindan adeta bir duvar ustasinin 6rgti 6rgii 6rdigi
duvarlara benzetilebilir. (Kog, 2023: s. 5) Ortilen duvarlar bu hususta bakis acisi veya
anlaticiya gore tahlil edilmeli, dil ve Gslap incelemesine karismamalidir. Fakat en
belirleyici unsur oldugu da unutulmamalidir. Bakis acisi, eserin Uslibunu belirleyen
faktorlerden biridir. (Aktas, 2022: s. 85) Kisaca sanatkarin dili degil, kurmaca varligin
dili irdelenmelidir. Yukarda saydigimiz dillerden birisini veya birkacini tek bir eserin
blnyesinde gébrmek mUimkundur.

2.2.1.Anlaticinin Gercek Insan Gibi Kurgulanmasi:

Bu baslikta anlaticin dili onun duzeyi ile bagdasik durumdadir. Daha c¢ok
0zne/kahraman anlatici ile uygulanmasi mtimkiindir. Anlaticinin meslegi, kaltard,
edebi birikimi, hayatsal sartlari ile dili beraber ilerler. Bu durumu Prof. Dr. Serif
Aktas, so6yle anlatmistir: “Onun yazarin muhayyilesindeki kurmaca diinyasina yénelik
dikkati, dile ait unsurlarla birleserek metne viicut verir. Dile ait unsurlarin secimi de bu
kurmaca varliga verilen mizag ve klilttire gore secilecektir.” (Aktas, 2022: s. 87) Mizacg
ve kultlr esasinda insanlar farkli sosyolojik sartlarda bulundugundan dolayi, tipk:
gercek insan gibi kurgulanan anlatici da bundan kacamaz. Okuyucu metin ile
birliktelik yakalayabilir ki bu yuksek bir olasiliktir ve istenen bir durumdur.
Samimiyet ve gliven duygusunun ortaya c¢ikmasi okuyucuda bir tiir edebi zevk
uyandirmaya baslar.

2.2.2.Anlaticinin “O” / Gozlemci 3. Kisi Gibi Kurgulanmasi:

Bu kurguda konusma ve sokak dilleri kullanilamaz. Nedeni, anlaticinin
“tanrisal” veya hakim bakis acisinda olmasidir. Kucuk konusma dilleri
diyebilecegimiz kullanim bu kurguya yakismayacaktir. Yazi dili, edebi dil veya ytiksek
edebi dil kullanilmalidir. Her seyi bilen ve géren anlaticinin dili, sinirh bilgiye sahip
kahraman-anlaticidan farkhidir. (Aktas, 2022: s. 85) Burada bahsedilen farklilik icin
bakis acis1 6énemli bir yere sahiptir.

Bir romanda veya hikayede sadece anlaticinin dili olmayabilir. Anlatici
disindaki kisilerin de dilleri, esere yansiyabilir. Unutulmamalidir ki bu basliklar
altinda anlaticinin “dili” degerlendirilir, karakter analizine girilmez.

2.3.Anlaticinin Dil ve Icerik Yoniinden Ahliki Tutumu:

Anlatic icin ahlaker m1 yoksa serbest tutumda mi sorularina yanit verilmesi
gerekir. Ahlakci anlatici; argo, kuftir, cinsiyetci ifadeler, kaba soézler ve agir
jargonlardan kacinir ki bu durum icerikte “mahrem” kabul edilen konulara ve
“hassas” olarak gortlen ifadelere deginilmedigini gosterir. Serbest anlatici ise; btittiin
bu tutumlar: kullanmaktan cekinmez ve derecesini tamamen kendisine gére ayarlar.
Yine anlatici gercek bir insan gibi kurgulanmissa kendi seviyesine gore sekil alirken

gozlemci “0” anlatici ile kurgulanan anlaticilar, ahlak¢ir tutumu tercih etmek
zorundadir. Bu durum edebiyat yasalar: ve kullanilabilirlik acisindan bdéyledir.
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2.4.Anlaticinin “Anlatma islevi” ve Yerine Getirme Durumu:

Burada cevaplanmasi gereken sorular sunlardir: kahraman anlatict anlatma
islevini kahramanlara birakiyor mu? Ne kadar birakiyor? Sadece kendisi mi
anlatiyor? Eser buyuk 6lctide kahraman konusturmasi ile mi ilerliyor? buitin bu
sorular cevaplandiginda anlatici, eger anlatma islevinde kendisi aktarmay: tercih
ediyorsa anlatma islevini seven anlatict olarak adlandirilabilir. Konusmayi
kahramanlar tizerinden —konusma cizgileri ile- aktariyorsa bu tutum da anlaticinin
anlatma islevini onlara biraktigini ve az oranda karistigini gésterir. Buitiin bunlarin
edebi deger ve zevk olusturup olusturmadig: da tutarli olmak sartiyla cevaplanabilir.

3. “Kara Kedi” Hikayesinin Anlatic1 ve Bakis Acis1 Yoniinden Degerlendirilmesi

Ele aldigimiz hikayede anlatici, hikayenin kahramanlarindan biri olarak
karsimiza cikar ve bu tutum 6zne /kahraman anlatici yani gézlemci” ben” anlatici ile
yapilir. Buradan hareketle anlatici tipinin getirmis oldugu buttin haklar: kullanarak
ilerledigi goruliir. Ozne/Kahraman anlatici hakkini sonuna kadar kullanmig olan
anlaticinin 6rnegini hikayenin tamaminda gérsek de su satirlardan daha iyi anlariz:

“Pluto -kedinin adi buydu- en sevdigim hayvanim ve oyun arkadasimdi. Onu
sadece ben beslerdim ve evde nereye gitsem pesimden gelirdi. Pesimden sokaga
ctkmast glicliikle engelleyebiliyordum. Dostlugumuz bu sekilde yillarca stirdii. Bu
arada genel mizacum ve karakterim icki belast ytiziinden ne yazik ki (bunu yazarken
yliziim kizarnyor) giderek bozuluyordu. Gtin gectikce iyice cant sikkin, huysuz,
baskalarimin hislerine karst duyarsiz biri olup ¢itktim. Karima kétii sézler séyler oldum,
hatta sonunda kaba kuvvete basvuracak kadar ileri gittim.” (Poe, 2020: s. 9)

Bu satirlardan da anlasilacagi tUzere anlatici, birinci kisi olarak
konusturulmustur. Olaylar onun etrafinda cereyan etmis ve o da gérdigu seyleri
kendi 6znel yorumu ve goris agisi ile aktarmistir. Birinci tekil kisi ile konusturulan
anlatict duygu ve diistincelerini kendi acis1 ile anlatmistir. Bakis acis1 “6znel” olarak
kalmis ve getirdigi sinirli, dar ve ktictik diistinme sorumluluklarini karsilamistir. Yine
hikayenin tamami bu sekilde olsa da su satirlardan daha net anlasilir:

“Felsefede bu ruhtan hi¢ bahsedilmez. Oysa ben zitlasmanin insan ytiregindeki
en ilkel itkilerden biri olduguna adim gibi eminim” (Poe, 2020: s. 10)

Anlatic1 bununla yetinmez kendi kurallar disinda gercek bir insan olusuna ek
olarak cikar ve sanki okuyucu ile konusuyormuscasina ona sorular sorar. Fakat bu
sorular yine i¢sel konusma seklinde olur, kendi sorar kendi cevaplar:

“Hayatinda hi¢ kétii ya da aptalca bir eylemi, surf onu yapmamast gerektigini
bildigi icin yapmamis bir insan var mudwr? Kanunlarn, suf kanun olduklart igin,
sagduyunun sesine kulak asmadan cigneme egilimi hepimizde yok mu?” (Poe, 2020:
s. 10)

Kisaca buitin hikayede gézlemci “ben”, 6zne/kahraman anlatici kullanilmig ve
getirmis oldugu sorumluluklardan olan “6znel bakis acis1i” da kuvvetli bir sekilde
kullanilmistir. Okuyucuda tipki yazarin hikayesini okuyormuscasina bir his
uyandirmistir.

Anlaticinin dil 6zelliginde, 6zne/kahraman anlatic1 ve 6znel bakis acisinin
ozellikleri olan tarafli, dar gortise musait, sokak dili veya konusma dili
kullanilmamaistir. Anlatici gercek bir kisi gibi kurgulanmis olsa da aksine ortalama
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bir yazi1 diline sahiptir denilebilir. Ne cok ytuksek bir edebi dil mevcuttur ne de
okuyucu ile buittinlesmesinde engel olacak bir mahsur. Oznel bakis acisi, tanrisal
bakis acis1 gibi edebi olma zorunlulugu tasimadigindan dolay: anlatici kisitlanmamas,
kendi seviyesinde kalmistir. Kendi bilgileri, ktiltiir birikimi ve varligi ile var olarak
kurulan ve gercek gibi addedilen anlatici, yine kendi kiiltiir diizeyinde bilgilerine gére
hareket etmistir. Bunu en iyi 6zne/kahraman anlatici yapabilecektir ki eserde de o
mevcuttur. Eserden 6rnek verecek olursak su kisimlar anlamamizda yardimci
olacaktir:

“Sadik ve zeki bir képek sevmis olanlar, bu duygunun ne kadar yogun ve zevkli
oldugunu bilmek, hayvanlari sevmek dyle bencillikten uzak, éyle ézverili bir seydir ki,
insana onun degersiz dostluklanindan ve vefasizligindan sik stk hayal kirikligina
ugrayan birini derinden etkiler.” (...) (Poe, 2020: s. 8)

Burada anlatici yani olayin kahramani kendi yasaminda dostlari ile iyi bir bag
kuramayip vefasiz insanlar ile karsilastigindan dolayi bir ders edinmis ve kendi
cumleleri ile bunu aktarmastir.

“Orta cagda kesislerin kurbanlarina yaptigt gibi. Mahzenim bu is icin bicilmis
kaftand:.. Duvarlar pek siki driilmemisti ve yeni yenilenen swanin kurumasin
engellemisti. Dahast duvarlardan birinde ocak ya da sémine olarak kullanimak tizere
yapimis, sonra da tsti 6riilmiis bir ¢cikintt vardl. Buradaki tuglalart kolayca sdékiip
cesedi iceri koyduktan sonra tistline tekrar, éncekinin aynist bir duvar érebilirdim.” (...)
“Bir kiisktiyle tuglalar rahatca ¢tkardim ve cesedi dikkatle ic duvara dayadiktan sonra
dis duvarn eski haline gelecek sekilde kolayca érdiim. Her ihtimale karst kireg, kum ve
saman tedarik ederek bir swa harct hazwrladim ve bunu yeni 6rdtigtim duvara dikkatle
swadim, Isimi bitirince tatmin olmustum; duvarda en kiictik bir degisiklik bile fark
edilmiyordu.” (Poe, 2020: s. 16)

Bu verilen o6rnekte de duvar 6rmeye hakim olan kahraman yine kendi
tepsisinde bizlere bunu sunmustur. Onun kultir birikimi, okuyucuya da aktarilmis
ve anlatici tipi bu sekilde olusturulmustur. Kendi bilgi birikimi ile sinirli kalmistir.
Gercek insan hissiyati olusturmasi onun okuyucu ile bagdasmasina, bir tir 6zdeslik
duygusu uyandirmasina sebebiyet vermistir.

Anlaticinin tanrisal olmasi ile gelen ahlakel olma zorunlulugu 6zne/kahraman
anlatic1 ve gercek insan gibi kurgulanan anlaticilarda zorunlu degildir ki buraya
kadar anlatilan tutumlarla da uygulanmasi ters diiser. Dil ve icerik yontinden ahlakci
olma zorunlulugu olmamasina ragmen eserde herhangi bir ahlaka aykirilik so6z
konusu olmamistir. Bu durum icerigi de etkilemis, iceriksel olarak gotik edebiyatin
getirdigi muhteva 0Ozelliklerini barindirsa da aykirilik bulunmamistir. Gotik
edebiyattan kaynakli olan o durum, muhteva/icerik incelemesinde ele alinmalidir.
Okuyucuyu rahatsiz eden, degerlerine aykiri olan herhangi bir dilsel kullanim tercih
edilmemistir.

Anlatic1 eserde, anlatmay1 seven bir konuma yerlestirilmistir. Anlatma islevini
hikayenin hicbir yerinde baska bir kahramana birakmamistir. Bunun 6rnegini su
satirlarla verebiliriz:

“Usttindeki bir yere btiytik bir dikkatle bakiyor gibiydiler. “Cok tuhaf!”, “Vay canmina!”
gibi sézler doktiiliiyordu agizlarindan.” (Poe, 2020: s. 11)
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Burada anlatici o kisilerin konusmalarini kendisi aktarmistir. Bir diger 6rnek
polisler eve gelince olusan konusmanin ve onlara seslenmenin kendi dilinden
aktarilmasi ile verilebilir. Burada anlatici karsilikli konusma cizgileri ile olan biteni
aktarmamis, kendi nakletmistir:

“Baylar," dedim sonunda, merdiveni ¢cikarlarken “Kuskularnniz: giderdigim icin
mutluyum. Hepinize saglik esenlik dilerim. Umarim gelecekte biraz daha kibar olmayt
6grenirsiniz. Gtile gtile baylar. Burast, burast ¢ok iyi yapumus bir evdir-” (bir seyler
séylemek arzusuyla yanip tutustugumdan ne dedigimi bilmiyordum) “-hatta kusursuz
bir evdir. Bu duvarlar -yoksa gidiyor musunuz? - bu duvarlar ¢cok saglamdur.” (Poe,
2020: s. 18)

Sonuc¢ / Conclusion

Anlatic1 ve bakis acisi, eserin bel kemigini olusturan unsurlarin basinda gelir.
Ozellikle yazar kadar okuyucuyu da ilgilendiren eserlere bakildiginda, bir solukta
okunan her bir hikaye veya romanin bakis acisinin da edebi zevk olusturdugu veya
0zdeslik kurdugu gorultr. Bunu yapan yazar basariya ulasabilir. Tabii yapisal
ogelerden ayr1 distnulemeyecek olan bu unsurlar, olay 6rglisii ve muhteva gibi
ogelerle de pekistirilir ki o zaman tadi okuyucunun damaginda kalacaktir.

Bundan 6tirt ele alinan “Kara Kedi” hikayesinin etkisini de okuyucunun
dimaginda bir iz birakmis hikayeler arasinda sayabiliriz. Clinkti eserdeki g6z ardi
edilemeyecek gotik edebiyatinin olay 6rgtisel bicimi, muhtevasi ve temasi, yine bakis
acist ve anlatic1 ile i¢ ice gecmis bir bicimde verilmistir. Herhangi bir romani
degerlendirirken, hikayecinin bakis acisini kavramamiz, romanin degerler sistemini
ve romandaki karmasik davraniglari anlamamizi buytk oOlctide tayin eder. Hatta
romanin degeri hakkinda verecegimiz hikmu olusturmamaiz bile, romandaki bakis
acisini yakalamamiza dayanir, denebilir (Stevick, 2004: s. 81).

Edgar Allan Poe, meshur hikayelerinden birisini yazarken bu denli
degerlendirmeye tabi tutulacagini bilerek yazmiscasina, biz okuyucu ve
degerlendirmecilere bulunmaz bir kumasta hikaye 6rnegi birakmistir. Butiin bu
tahlil metodu ve uygulamasinin aslinda okunan her bir tahkiyeli edebi eserde varligi
bilinerek yaklasilmasi, insani bakis acimiz1 giiclendirecektir. Herkesin bakis acgis1 ve
esere yaklasimi kendi hayati ile ilgili olsa da burada anlatilan her bir bilgi ve
uygulama bakisimizi ve gérisimuzi etkileyecektir. Bakmak her zaman gérmek
degildir, gérebilmek ve acimizi dogru konumlandirabilmek, her kisiyi kendi hayat
hikayesinde mukemmel bir karakter haline getirecektir.
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EK
KARA KEDi

Yazacagim bu son derece tuhaf, ama bir o kadar da sade O6ykliye inanmanizi ne
bekliyor ne de istiyorum. Kendi duyularim bile algiladiklarini inkar ederken sizden
bunu beklemem delilik olur. Ama deli degilim -hayal de gdrmuiiyorum. Yarin 6lecegim
icin bugln icimi dokmek istiyorum. Amacim evimde olup bitenleri dlinyaya acikca,
kisaca, yorum yapmadan anlatmak. Bu olaylarin sonuclar1 beni dehsete dtistirdd,
inim inim inletti ve en sonunda da mahvetti. Gene de haklarinda yorum
yapmayacagim. Bana korkunc¢ gelen bu sonuclar pek cok kisiye abartili gelecektir
muhtemelen. Belki zeki birileri cikip hayallerimi siradanlastiracak -belki benden
daha sakin, daha mantikli, daha akli basinda birileri cikip dehsetle anlattigim bu
olaylarin basit sebep-sonuc iliskilerinden baska bir sey olmadigini sdyleyecektir.
Cocuklugumdan beri yumusak basl ve iyiliksever biri olarak taninirdim. Oyle yufka
yurekliydim ki, arkadaslarim bana takilmadan edemezdi. Hele hayvanlara bayilirdim.
Ailem bana turlt tirld evcil hayvan alir, ben de vaktimin cogunu bunlarla gecirirdim.
Hicbir sey beni bu hayvanlar1 sevmek, beslemek kadar mutlu edemezdi. Bu tuhaf
ozelligim buyudukee artti; yetiskinligimde de baslica haz kaynaklarimdan biri oldu.
Sadik ve zeki bir kopek sevmis olanlar, bu duygunun ne kadar yogun ve zevkli
oldugunu bilmek, hayvanlar1 sevmek Oyle bencillikten uzak, 6yle 6zverili bir seydir
ki, insana onun degersiz dostluklarindan ve vefasizligindan sik sik hayal kirikligina
ugrayan birini derinden etkiler. Gen¢ yasta evlendim. Karimin da benim gibi
hayvansever oldugunu bilmek sevindiriciydi. Ev hayvanlarina ne kadar dusktn
oldugumu gérmemizi bu yaratiklarin en guiizelleriyle doldurdu. Kuslarimiz, kirmizi
sUis baliklarimiz, glizel bir képegimiz, tavsanlarimiz, ktictik bir maymunumuz ve bir
kedimiz vardi. Bu kedi oldukca iri ve glizel bir hayvandi; kapkaraydi rengi ve
sasilacak kadar zekiydi. Batil inanclarla epey hasir nesir olan karim kedinin
zekasindan bahsederken, o eski yaygin kaniy1 sik sik tekrarlar, kara kedilerin aslinda
kilik degistirmis cadilar oldugunu sdéylerdi. Bunu soéylerken ciddi degildi tabii -
bundan bahsetmemin sebebi de sadece simdi aklima gelmis olmasi. Pluto -kedinin
ad1 buydu- en sevdigim hayvanim ve oyun arkadasimdi. Onu sadece ben beslerdim
ve evde nereye gitsem pesimden gelirdi. Pesimden sokaga cikmasini guclikle
engelleyebiliyordum. Dostlugumuz bu sekilde yillarca stirdti. Bu arada genel mizacim
ve karakterim icki belas: yliziinden ne yazik ki (bunu yazarken ytztim kizariyor)
giderek bozuluyordu. Gun gectikce iyice cani sikkin, huysuz, baskalarinin hislerine
kars1 duyarsiz biri olup ¢ciktim. Karima kot sozler soyler oldum, hatta sonunda kaba
kuvvete basvuracak kadar ileri gittim. Hayvanlarim da bendeki bu degisikligin
etkisini hissediyordu elbette. Onlar: ihmal etmekle kalmiyor, k6tti de davraniyordum.
Ama Pluto’ya hala saygi duydugumdan ona eziyet etmiyordum. Oysa tesadiifen ya da
sevilmek icin karsima cikan tavsanlara, maymuna ve hatta kdpege eziyet etmekten
geri durmuyordum. Hastaligim -sonucta alkolden ko6tti hastalik var midir! - giderek
ilerledi ve sonunda artik yaslanmaya ve bu ylizden huysuzlasmaya baslamis olan
Pluto bile koétultuklerimden nasibini almaya basladi. Bir gece kentteki ugrak
yerlerimden birinden zil zuma sarhos ciktiktan sonra eve déndigiumde, kedinin
benden kactigi kanisina kapildim. Onu yakaladim. Sert hareketlerimden korkunca
elimi 1sir1p kiictik bir yara acti. Iste o anda gdéziim déndti. Kendimi kaybettim. Ruhum
govdemden kacip gitmis, yerine ickiyle beslenen fesat bir iblis gelmisti sanki. Yelek
cebimden bir caki cikarip actim ve zavalli hayvani bogazindan tutup bir gdziint
oyuverdim! Bu korkunc¢ olay1 yazarken utanctan kizariyor, yaniyor, Urperiyorum.
Sabah kendime geldigimde -geceki sarhoslugumdan ayildigimda- isledigim sucg¢
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yuzinden dehsete ve utanca kapildim. Gene de cok glcli ve belirleyici olmayan
hislerdi; ruhumu etkilemediler. Kendimi tekrar ickiye verdim ve yaptigim seyi sarap
sayesinde kisa slirede unuttum. Bu arada kedi yavas yavas iyilesiyordu. Evet, oyuk
g6z cukuru korkuncg gértintiyordu, ama artik aci cekmiyor gibiydi. Evde her zamanki
gibi gezinmeye baslamisti. Benim yaklastigimi gértince dehsetle kaciyordu elbette,
icimde hala eski benligimden bir parca kalmis olsa gerekli, ctinkli bir zamanlar beni
sevmis olan bir yaratigin simdi benden hi¢ hoslanmadigini bdyle acikca belli etmesine
ilk basta tizildim. Ama bu his kisa stlirede sinirlenmeye déntistii. Ve sonra, sanki
beni iflah olmaz sekilde yikacak son darbeyi indirmek istercesine, bir ZITLIK ruhu
benligimi pencesine aldi. Felsefede bu ruhtan hi¢ bahsedilmez. Oysa ben zitlasmanin
insan yuregindeki en ilkel itkilerden biri olduguna adim gibi eminim. Insanin
karakterini belirleyen temel yetilerden ya da hislerden biridir. Hayatinda hi¢ kot ya
da aptalca bir eylemi, sirf onu yapmamasi gerektigini bildigi icin yapmamis bir insan
var midir? Kanunlari, sirf kanun olduklar icin, sagduyunun sesine kulak asmadan
cigneme egilimi hepimizde yok mu? Dedigim gibi, bu zithik ruhu bana son darbeyi
indirdi. Hi¢cbir kabahati olmayan o hayvana karsi siddetin dozunu giderek artirmama
sebep olan sey iste insan ruhunun bu kendi kendisini kizdirma -kendi kendisine
zarar verme- hatalar1 sirf hata olduklarn icin yapma 6zelligiydi. Bir sabah kedinin
boynuna buytik bir sogukkanlilikla bir ilmek gecirdim ve onu bir agacin dalina astim.
Asarken gb6zlerimden yaslar bosaniyordu ve sanki kalbim daglaniyordu. Onu
asiyordum c¢linkd beni sevdigini biliyordum- c¢inkt kabahatsizdi- c¢cinkd onu
asmakla glinah isledigimi, 6limstiz ruhumu tehlikeye sokacak bir gtinah isledigimi
biliyordum- o6yle ki, En Merhametli ve En Amansiz olan Tanr1 bile beni
bagislamayabilirdi. O korkuncg eylemi yaptigim glinlin gecesinde “Yangin!” sesleriyle
uyandim. Yatagim tutusmustu. Butlin ev yaniyordu. Karim, usagimiz ve ben
alevlerden zor kactik. Ev yanip kil olmustu. Blitlin servetim yok olmustu. O geceden
sonra tamamen umutsuzluga kapildim. Yanginla kediyi asmam arasinda bir sebep-
sonuc¢ iliskisi kuracak kadar aptal degilim. Bir olaylar zincirini ayrintilariyla
anlatiyorum o kadar. Tek bir halkay: bile atlamak istemiyorum. Yanginin ertesi giinti
evin kalintilarini inceledim. Bir tanesi disinda buttin duvarlar yikilmisti. Evin
ortasindaki bir bélmenin duvariydi bu. Pek kalin degildi. Yatagimin bas tarafinin
dayali oldugu duvardi. Sivasi her nasilsa yangindan pek zarar gérmemisti. Bunu
duvarin yeni sivanmis olmasina bagladim. Bu duvarin etrafina bir strii insan
toplanmisti. Usttindeki bir yere bliytik bir dikkatle bakiyor gibiydiler. “Cok tuhafl”,
“Vay caninal!” gibi sézler dokultiyordu agizlarindan. Meraklandim ve yanlarina gittim.
Beyaz ylizeyin bir kismina sanki usta bir rélyefci dev bir kedi kabartmas: yapilmisti.
Gercekten mukemmel bir kabartmayd: bu. Hayvanin boynunda bir ilmek vardi. Bu
hayaleti gbértince -hayalet olduguna emindim- mitthis bir saskinliga ve dehsete
kapildim. Ama sonunda kendimi toplayip distinmeye basladim. Kediyi evin
bahcesinde asmistim. Yangin alarmi verilince bu bahceye buytk bir kalabalik
Ustsmustd. Biri kedinin ipini kesip hayvani agactan indirmis ve acik bir pencereden
odama firlatmis olmaliydi. Herhalde beni uyandirmak istemisti. Diger duvarlar
yikilinca, zalimligimin kurbani olan kedi yeni sivanmis olan duvara yapismisti. Kireg,
alevler ve lesteki amonyak bir araya gelince duvardaki kabartma cikmisti ortaya. Bu
sasirtici olay konusunda vicdanimi olmasa da mantigimi yatistirmistim. Ama yine de
hayal giciimt derinden etkiledi bu olay. Kedinin hayaleti aylarca gézimulin éntinden
gitmedi. Bu sure icinde pismanligi andiran, ama pismanlik olmayan belirsiz bir hissi
tekrar duymaya baslamistim. Hatta kediyi 6zlemeye baslayacak kadar ileri gittim ve
sonunda artik daimi ugrak yerim olan pis meyhanelerde ona benzeyen, onun yerini
alacak bir kedi aramaya basladim. Bir gece igren¢ bir meyhanede ickiden
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sersemlesmis halde oturuyordum. Iceride dev rom ya da cin ficilarindan baska pek
esya yoktu. Bu ficilardan birinin tepesinde yatmakta olan kara bir nesne birden
dikkatimi cekti. Sasirmistim, clinkti goézlerim birkac dakikadir o ficinin tepesine
dikiliydi ve o nesneyi yeni fark ediyordum. Yaklasip elimle dokundum. Bir kara
kediydi. Oldukca iriydi. Neredeyse Pluto kadar iriydi ve tipatip aynisiydi, tek bir nokta
disinda: Pluto bastan asag1 kapkaraydi; oysa bu kedinin gégstini biiylik, ama soluk
bir beyaz leke neredeyse tamamen kapliyordu. Dokununca kedi hemen dogruldu,
yuksek sesle mirildamaya ve elime suUrtinmeye basladi. Gosterdigim ilgiden
hoslanmis gibiydi. Aradigim kediyi bulmustum. Meyhaneciden kediyi satmasini
istedim. Ama onun kedisi olmadigini séyledi- bu kediyi tanimiyordu- daha 6énce hi¢
gormemisti. Kediyi oksamay1 stirdirdiim. Eve gitmeye hazirlanirken hayvan niyetimi
anladi ve benimle gelmek istedigini belli etti, ben de izin verdim. Yolda yurtrken
arada sirada egilip oksuyordum. Eve gelince hemen alisti. Karim da bayilmisti bu
kediye. Bense kisa stire sonra i¢imde bir hosnutsuzlugun uyandigini hissettim. Tam
tersini beklemistim ama -neden bilmem- hayvanin beni sevmesinden tiksiniyor, buna
sinirleniyordum. Bu tiksinti ve sinirlilik sonunda yogunlasip nefrete doéntsti.
Kediden uzak duruyordum. Hem utandigimdan hem de daha o6nceki zalimligimi
hatirladigimdan ona fiziksel iskence yapmiyordum. Haftalarca ona ne vurdum ne de
baska turld zarar verdim. Ama dedigim gibi yavas yavas -cok yavas yavas- ondan
tarifsizce tiksinmeye, o igrenc¢ varligindan vebadan kacarcasina usulca kacmaya
baslamistim. Bu hayvana olan nefretimi artiran bir olay da, onu eve getirdigim
gecenin sabahinda tipki Pluto gibi bir gézinlin eksik oldugunu gérmemdi. Oysa
karim bunu gértince onu daha ¢ok sevmisti. Soyledigim gibi karim, bir zamanlar ayirt
edici 6zelligim ve en basit ve saf hazlarimdan cogunun kaynagi olan o insancilliktan
bol bol nasibini almisti. Ama kedi, sanki ondan kactikca beni daha cok seviyordu.
Beni 6yle azimle takip ediyordu ki bunu anlatabilmem cok zor. Ne zaman otursam
hemen sandalyemin altinda kivriliyor veya dizlerimin Ustiine sicrayip igrenc bir
sekilde sirnasiyordu. Kalkip gitmek istedigimde ayaklarima dolanarak tékezlememe
yol aciyor ya da uzun ve keskin pencelerini elbiseme gecirip gégstime tutunuyordu.
Boyle zamanlarda bir yumrukta isini bitirmek istiyordum, ama bir turla
yapamiyordum; clnkt hem islemis oldugum sucu hatirliyordum hem de -bunu
hemen itiraf edeyim- kediden 6diim kopuyordu. Fiziksel bir tehdit korkusu degildi
bu. Nasil anlatayim bilmiyorum. O hayvanin icimde uyandirdigi korku ve dehsetin
olabilecek en basit ve sa¢ma fikirlerden birinden kaynaklandiginm itiraf etmekten
neredeyse utaniyorum — evet, bu cezaevi hucresindeyken bile neredeyse
utaniyorum. Karim hayvandaki, bahsetmis oldugum o beyaz lekeye defalarca
dikkatimi cekmisti. SOyledigim gibi, 6lduirdigim kediyle simdiki kedim arasinda
gorunurdeki tek fark oydu. Hatirlarsaniz btiytik, ama soluk oldugunu séylemistim.
Ama giderek -cok yavasca, 6yle ki mantigim uzun siire bunun bir hayal oldugunda
direndi- belirginlesti. Sonunda 6yle bir nesnenin sekline doénustt ki, sdylerken
Urperiyorum- ve iste bu ytuzden, her seyden cok ondan tiksiniyor ve korkuyordum.
Cesaretim olsa o canavarin isini bitirecektim. Dedigim gibi, simdi o leke
belirginlesmisti ve igrenc- korkunc bir seyin- bir DARAGACININ seklini almisti! Ah, o
korkunc¢ ve dokunakli Dehset ve Sucg- Izdirap ve Olim aletinin! Simdi gercekten
insanoglunun dayanma gliciinti asacak kadar perisan bir haldeydim. Ustelik bana-
Ylce Tanri’nin suretinden yaratilmis bir insana bu dayanilmaz acilar:1 ¢cektiren basit
bir hayvandi- hemcinsini asagilayip 6ldirmuis oldugum bir hayvan! Artik ne gece ne
de glndlz huzurum kalmisti. O yaratik gindtzleri beni bir an olsun rahat
birakmiyordu; geceleri ise saat bas1 korkun¢ riiyalardan uyandigimda o yaratigin -
cisimlesmis olan, kurtulamadigim o kabusun- sicak nefesini yltztimde ve tim
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agirhigini kalbimin Uistiinde hissediyor ve anlatilmaz bir dehsete kapiliyordum! Boyle
iskencelerin baskis1 altinda icimde kalmis olan son iyilik kirintis1 da yok oldu.
Aklimdan sadece kotulik -en karanlik ve seytani dustnceler gecer oldu.
Huysuzlugum, her seye ve tiim insanlara karsi duydugum bir nefrete déntistii. Sik
sik ani ve zapt olunmaz 6fke ndbetleri geciriyordum ve artik bunlara kars1 koyamaz
olmustum. Ne yazik ki bu nébetlerin kurbani genellikle karim, hi¢c yakinmadan her
seye katlanan sabirli karim oluyordu. Bir glin bir ev isi icin benimle birlikte simdi
icinde oturmak zorunda kaldigimiz eski, kiiciik evin -iyice yoksul dismustik-
mahzenine indi. Kedi dik merdivenlerde pesimi birakmadi ve az kalsin tepetaklak
diismeme sebep oluyordu. Birden g6zim doéndti. Elimdeki baltay:r kaldirdim ve,
simdiye kadar beni engellemis olan cocuksu korkuyu unutarak hayvana bir darbe
savurdum. Ona isabet etse bir anda isini bitirecekti. Ama karim elimi tutup darbeyi
engelledi. Daha da buyuk bir 6fkeye kapilarak kolumu cekip kurtardim ve baltayi
karimin beynine indirdim. Oldugu yere dustip 61dd, tek bir inilti bile citkarmadan. Bu
igren¢ cinayeti isledikten hemen sonra kendimi timuyle cesedi gizleme meselesine
verdim. Komsulara gériinme riskine atilmadan ne gece ne de gindiz evden disari
cikaramazdim. Aklimdan bir stirti ¢6zim yolu gecti. Cesedi kliciik parcalara ayirip
yakmay1 distiindiim; mahzene gémmeyi de disindtim, bahcedeki kuyuya atmayi
veya bir kutuya koyarak paketleyip postaya atacakmis gibi bir hamala tasitarak
evden cikarmay1 disindim ve sonunda bunlardan daha iyi oldugunu distindigim
bir fikirde karar kildim: Mahzen duvarina gémecektim, tipki Orta cagda kesislerin
kurbanlarina yaptig1 gibi. Mahzenim bu is icin bicilmis kaftandi. Duvarlar pek siki
ortlmemisti ve yeni yenilenen sivanin kurumasini engellemisti. Dahas1 duvarlardan
birinde ocak ya da s6émine olarak kullanilmak tizere yapilmis, sonra da st 6ralmus
bir cikint1 vardi. Buradaki tuglalar1 kolayca sokliip cesedi iceri koyduktan sonra
Ustline tekrar, 6ncekinin aynisi bir duvar 6rebilirdim. Kimse kusku ceken bir sey
goremezdi. Bu hesaplarimda yanilmamistim. Bir ktiskiiyle tuglalar: rahatca ¢cikardim
ve cesedi dikkatle i¢c duvara dayadiktan sonra dis duvar: eski haline gelecek sekilde
kolayca 6rdiim. Her ihtimale karsi kire¢, kum ve saman tedarik ederek bir siva harci
hazirladim ve bunu yeni 6rdtigim duvara dikkatle sivadim, Isimi bitirince tatmin
olmustum; duvarda en kuciuk bir degisiklik bile fark edilmiyordu. Yerdeki
doékuntuleri buyuk bir titizlikle stipirdiim, muzaffer bir edayla etrafima bakindim ve
kendi kendime “En azindan bu kez emeklerim bosa gitmedi,” dedim. Bir sonraki
adimim basima butltin bu felaketleri getiren o kediyi aramakti. Clinkti sonunda onu
oldirmeye kesin olarak karar vermistim. O anda elime gecse kurtulusu yoktu, ama
kurnaz hayvan 6fke nébetimden korkmustu ve hala gizleniyordu. O igrenc¢ yaratig:
ortalarda gérmeyince hissettigim o derin, ytce rahatlik hissini anlatamam. Gece
boyunca ortaya cikmadi. O eve geldiginden beri ilk kez bir geceyi deliksiz ve huzurlu
bir uyku cekerek gecirdim. Evet, cinayet islemis olmama karsin uyudum. ikinci ve
tictinctl giin gelip gecti. Iskencecim hala ortaya cikmamisti. Artik tekrar 6zgtirdiim.
Korkan canavar geri ddnmemek tizere terk etmisti evi! Artik onu gérmeyecektim! Oyle
mutluydum ki! Isledigim cinayet beni pek rahatsiz etmiyordu. Birkac kez sorguya
cekilmistim, ama yanitlarim hazirdi. Hattd bir arama bile yapilmis ve hicbir sey
bulunamamist: elbette. Artik gelecege glivenle bakiyor, hep mutlu olacagimdan
stiphe duymuyordum. Cinayetten dort glin sonra, hi¢ beklemedigim bir sirada eve
bir grup polis geldi. Iceriyi tekrar dikkatle aramaya koyuldular. Ama cesedi asla
bulamayacaklarin1 bildigimden icim rahatti. Polisler arama yaparken yanlarinda
olmamu istediler. Kdse bucaga, her yere baktilar. Sonunda ticinctl ya da dérdtinct
kez mahzene indiler. Icim masummusum gibi rahatti. Mahzende ileri geri
dolasiyordum. Kollarimi gégstiimde kavusturmus, ortalikla rahat bir edayla
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geziniyordum. Polisler sonunda tamamen tatmin oldu ve gitmeye hazirlandi. Oyle
neseliydim ki kendime hakim olamiyordum. Zaferim serefine onlari sucsuzluguma
iyice ikna edecek bir seyler sdylemek icin yanip tutusuyordum “Baylar,” dedim
sonunda, merdiveni cikarlarken “Kuskularinizi giderdigim icin mutluyum. Hepinize
saglik esenlik dilerim. Umarim gelecekte biraz daha kibar olmay:1 6grenirsiniz. Giile
gule baylar. Burasi, burasi ¢ok iyi yapilmis bir evdir-” (bir seyler séylemek arzusuyla
yanip tutustugumdan ne dedigimi bilmiyordum) “-hatta kusursuz bir evdir. Bu
duvarlar -yoksa gidiyor musunuz? - bu duvarlar ¢cok saglamdir.” Bunu dedikten
sonra, clUretkarliktan kendimi kaybetmis halde, elimdeki bastonla ardinda sevgili
karimin yattigi duvara sertce vurdum. Tanri beni seytanin gazabindan korusun!
Bastonun yankilan henltiz dinmeden, o mezarin icinden bir ses geldi! Bir ciglik, ilk
basta boguk ve kesik olan, cocuk hickiriklarini andiran bir ¢iglik birden yukselerek
uzun, cok tuhaf ve hayvansi bir c¢ighga- bir ulumaya - bir feryada- sadece
cehennemden, aci ceken lanetlilerle onlara cezalarini zevkle cektiren iblislerin
girtlaklarindan ayni anda kopup gelebilecek, korku ve zafer dolu bir feryada
doénustti.O anki distincelerimden bahsetmeme gerek yok. Bayilacak gibi oldum ve
karsi duvara yaslandim. Merdivendeki polisler bir an dehsetle donakaldi. Bir sonraki
anda ise duvara atilmisti hepsi birden; on iki gi¢li kol tuglalar1 séktiyordu. Duvar
yikildi. Karsilarina ¢oktan clriimeye yUz tutmus, pihtilasmis kanla kapli ceset
dimdik cikti. Basinin Ustinde, acilmis kipkirmizi agzi ve ates sacan tek gdzlyle o
igren¢c hayvan oturuyordu -zekasiyla beni 6nce katil eden, sonra da ele vererek
daragacina yollayan o hayvan. Duvarnt cesetle birlikte o canavarin da ustline
O6rmusum.
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OZET

GuUnumuzin dijjital caginda, internetin ve sosyal medyanin yaygin kullanimi,
bireylerin iletisim, bilgi edinme ve sosyal etkilesim yollarini kékten degistirmistir.
Ancak, bu déntistimle birlikte yeni tehditler de ortaya cikmistir. Siber zorbalik ve
istismar, o6zellikle gencler arasinda ciddi psikolojik ve sosyal sorunlara yol acan
onemli problemler olarak karsimiza c¢ikmaktadir. Bu makale, siber zorbalik ve
istismarin bireyler tizerindeki etkilerini, yanlis yénlendirmelerin ve yaniltici bilgilerin
bu sureclerdeki roliinti incelemektedir.

Siber zorbalik, bir kisinin dijital platformlarda strekli olarak tacize veya zorbaliga
maruz kalmasi olarak tanimlanabilir. Bu tir davranislar, magdurlarin kendilerine
olan glvenlerini zedeleyebilir, depresyon, anksiyete ve hatta intihar gibi ciddi
sonuclara yol acabilir. Ayrica, siber istismar, 6zellikle cocuklar ve gencler arasinda
giderek artan bir tehdittir ve magdurlarin yasam boyu surebilecek travmalar
yasamasina neden olabilir.

Yanlis yonlendirme ve yaniltici bilgiler, siber zorbalik ve istismarin yayilmasini
kolaylastiran unsurlar arasindadir. Yaniltici icerikler, magdurlar1 hedef gosterme,
yanlis bilgi yayma ve toplum icinde itibarlarini zedeleme amaciyla kullanilmaktadir.
Bu durum, magdurlarin sosyal iliskilerini ve psikolojik sagliklarini olumsuz yénde
etkileyerek daha genis capta toplumsal sorunlara yol acmaktadair.

Bu makale, siber zorbalik ve istismarin bireyler Uizerindeki etkilerini akademik
literattir ve vaka analizleri tizerinden degerlendirerek, bu tir sorunlarin énlenmesi
ve magdurlarin korunmasi icin 6neriler sunmaktadir. Dijital diinyada gtivenli bir
ortam saglamak icin alinmas1 gereken 6nlemler ve farkindalik yaratma stratejileri,
makalenin ana odak noktalarindan biridir.

ABSTRACT

In today's digital age, the widespread use of the internet and social media has
fundamentally transformed the ways individuals communicate, gather information,
and engage socially. However, along with this transformation, new threats have
emerged. Cyberbullying and abuse, particularly among young people, have become
significant issues leading to serious psychological and social problems. This article
examines the impacts of cyberbullying and abuse on individuals, highlighting the role
of misdirection and misleading information in these processes.

Cyberbullying can be defined as the continuous harassment or bullying of a person
on digital platforms. Such behaviors can undermine victims' self-confidence, leading
to depression, anxiety, and even severe outcomes like suicide. Additionally, cyber
abuse, especially among children and adolescents, is an increasingly prevalent threat
that can cause lifelong trauma for the victims.
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Misdirection and misleading information are among the factors that facilitate the
spread of cyberbullying and abuse. Deceptive content is used to target victims, spread
false information, and

damage their reputation within society. This situation adversely affects victims' social
relationships and psychological health, leading to broader societal issues.

This article evaluates the impacts of cyberbullying and abuse on individuals through
academic literature and case analyses, offering recommendations for preventing such
issues and protecting victims. Ensuring a safe environment in the digital world and
creating awareness strategies are key focal points of this article.

Anahtar Kelimeler : Siber Zorbalik, Dijital Istismar, Yanlhs Bilgilendirme, Psikolojik
Etki, Cevrimici Guvenlik

Keys : Cyberbullying, Digital Abuse, Misinformation, Psychological Impact, Online
Safety

GIRIS
Siber zorbalik ve istismar, internetin ve sosyal medyanin yayginlasmasiyla birlikte
ozellikle gencler ve cocuklar arasinda giderek artan ciddi sorunlar haline gelmistir.

Bu iki kavram siklikla birbiriyle iliskilendirilse de, aralarindaki ntianslari anlamak
ve tamamlayici 6geleri analiz etmek bliytik énem tasimaktadir.

Siber zorbalik, bir bireyin veya grubun, dijital platformlar araciligiyla baska bir bireye
veya gruba kasith ve stirekli olarak zarar verici davranislarda bulunmasidir. Bu tur
davranislar, sosyal medya, kisa mesajlar, e-postalar ve diger cevrimici ortamlar
uzerinden gerceklestirilebilir. Siber zorbalik, magdurlarda ciddi psikolojik sorunlara
yol acabilir ve hatta intihar diistincelerine neden olabilir.

Ote yandan, siber istismar, cevrimici ortamlarda bir bireyin cinsel, duygusal veya
psikolojik istismara maruz kalmasi durumudur. Siber istismar, cocuk pornografisi
yayma, cinsel taciz ve kisisel verilerin izinsiz paylasilmas: gibi cesitli davranislari
icerebilir. Siber istismar magdurlari, yasadiklar1 deneyimlerin etkisiyle uzun sureli
travmalar yasayabilirler.

Siber zorbalik ve istismar, bireylerin dijital ortamlarda giivende kalmasini saglamak
amaciyla ciddiyetle ele alinmasi gereken konulardir. Egitim kurumlari, ebeveynler ve
yasal otoriteler, bu tir davranislarin 6énlenmesi ve magdurlarin korunmasi igin is
birligi yapmalidir. Turkiye’de ise bu durum daha da 6nemlidir ¢ctinkt biling¢li internet
kullanimi tlke genelinde yetersiz bir seviyededir.

Bu baglamda, ebeveynlere bliytik sorumluluklar dismektedir ve egitimcilerin de bu
konuda bilgilendirilmesi ve gerekli énlemleri almasi oldukca elzemdir. Ilerleyen
boélumlerde, bu konular detayl bir sekilde ele alinacaktir. Siber zorbalik, genellikle
bir kisi veya grup tarafindan baska bir kisiye kars1 internet tizerinden yapilan kasitl,
zarar verici davranislar zinciri olarak tanimlanir; ancak, siber zorbaligin bircok farkl
formu bulunmaktadir.

Siber Zorbalik ve Istismar Detaylari
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Siber zorbalik, geleneksel (fiziksel) zorbaligin aksine, sanal bir ortamda gerceklesir ve
magdurlarin strekli bir tehdit altinda hissetmelerine neden olabilir. Siber zorbalik,
cesitli sekillerde ortaya cikar. So6zlti zorbalik, internette veya diger dijital iletisim
platformlarinda hakaret edici, tehditkar veya alay edici yorumlar yapilmasini icerir.
Magdura yoénelik dogrudan mesajlar, sosyal medya goénderileri veya yorumlar
seklinde olabilir. Sosyal zorbalik, magdurun sosyal cevresi icinde izolasyona veya
dislanmaya maruz birakilmasi amaciyla yapilan eylemleri kapsar. Bu, dedikodu
yayma, yanlis bilgi yayma veya bir kisinin cevrimici itibarini kasitli olarak zarar
vermek icin yapilan eylemleri icerebilir.

Gorsel zorbalik, magdurun izni olmadan kigisel fotograflarin veya videolarin
paylasilmasini icerir. Utandirici, zarar verici veya kisisel mahremiyeti ihlal edici
icerikler bu kategoriye girer. Kimlik hirsizlig

ve sahtekarlik, bir kisinin kimligini calarak veya sahte bir profil olusturarak internet
Uzerinde zarar verici eylemlerde bulunmay: kapsar. Bu tiur eylemler, magdurun
itibarina zarar vermek, yanlis bilgi yaymak veya baskalarini kandirmak amaciyla
yapilabilir.

Kimlige burtnme, failin baska bir kisiymis gibi davranarak onun kimligini ele
gecirmesi eylemidir. Bu tir davranislar, 6zellikle siber ortamda, failin magdur gibi
hareket ederek magdurun itibarina zarar verebilecek séylemlerde bulunmasini veya
eylemlerde bulunmasini icerebilir. Ornegin, bir sosyal medya platformunda, 6zellikle
genis kitlelere ulasabilen bir hesaba izinsiz erisim saglayarak dezenformasyon
yaymak, kimlige btirinmenin tipik bir 6rnegidir. Bu tir eylemler, magdurun kisisel
ve profesyonel hayatinda ciddi sonuclara yol acabilir. Magdurun sosyal cevresi, is
iligkileri ve toplumdaki sayginligi, gercekte kendisinin yapmadigi eylemler veya
soylemler nedeniyle zarar gérebilir. Bu durum, sadece bireysel itibar kaybiyla sinirh
kalmayip, ayn1 zamanda maddi zararlara veya hukuki sorunlara da neden olabilir.

Siber taciz, failin kurbani hedef almak ve takip etmek amaciyla elektronik iletisim
araclarini1 kullanmasiyla gerceklesen cevrimici bir taciz tirtdir. Bu tir, genellikle
magdur icin inandirict givenlik tehditleri icerdiginden, diger siber zorbalik tlirlerine
kiyasla daha tehlikeli olarak kabul edilir. Siber tacizciler, tehditkar veya taciz edici
nitelikte tekrarlanan mesajlar géndererek ya da magdurun kimligine blrtinerek ve
tclncl sahislart magdura yonelik benzer eylemlerde bulunmaya tesvik ederek
hareket edebilir. Bu davranis bicimi, kurbanin yerini belirleme, spam yoluyla taciz,
cinsel santaj gibi elektronik takip yéntemlerinin bir kombinasyonunu icerebilir.

Doxing, magdurun ev adresi, telefon numarasi, tam adi gibi kisisel bilgilerinin izinsiz
bir sekilde ifsa edilmesi ve kamuoyu ile paylasilmas: eylemidir. Genellikle, bu tir
eylemler, bireyin mahremiyetinin ihlali ve ciddi givenlik sorunlarina yol acabilir.
Doxing vakalari, magdurlarin gtivenligini tehdit eden ciddi eylemlerdir ve yalnizca
magdurun cevrimici guvenligini degil, fiziksel gtivenligini de riske atabilir. Botlar,
dogrudan sahis ya da gruplar: hedef alabilen ve genellikle sosyal medya Uizerinden
gerceklesen bir takim siber saldir1 yontemleridir. Botlar, cesitli yazilimlar ile yapalir
ve API dedigimiz uzantilar ile sosyal medya araclarina entegre edilebilir.

Bir kisiyi veya grubu, 1rk, din, cinsiyet, cinsel yonelim, engellilik durumu veya diger
kisisel ozellikler nedeniyle hedef almak hakaret ve alay olarak tanimlanabilir. Bu tur
zorbalik, nefret sdylemi icerebilir ve magdurlar tizerinde ciddi psikolojik etkilere
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neden olabilir. istenmeyen e-posta (spam), tekrar eden iletisim eylemleri ve birden
fazla hesap olusturarak bir hedefe toplu mesaj gdbnderme olarak tanimlanabilir. Bu
durum, o6zellikle kisisel iliskilerde yasanan ayriliklar sonrasinda ortaya cikabilir.
Takintili bir partner, alici1 tarafindan engellenmis olsa bile, eski mesajlarin1 birden
fazla platform tizerinden géndermeye devam edebilir.

Siber Zorbalik ve Istismar Yayginlig

Turkiye genelinde, 6grencilerin yaklasik %12'si s6zIU siber zorbaliga maruz kaldigini
belirtirken, %10.5'1 de s6zlti siber zorbalik eyleminde bulundugunu ifade etmistir.
Ozellikle Istanbul ilinde, siber zorbalik magduru olanlarin orani1 %20'ye yaklasirken,
siber zorbalik yapanlarin orani %15'i gecmektedir. Bu durum, siber zorbaligin cocuk
ve gencler arasinda yaygin bir sorun oldugunu ve énemli bir mtidahale gerektirdigini
gostermektedir. Dliinya capinda ise UNICEF'in yaptig1 uyari, 15-24 yas arasindaki
genclerin

%70,6'sinin internette siddet, siber zorbalik ve dijital taciz gibi tehlikelere maruz
kaldigini1 gostermektedir. Bu veri, genclerin cevrimici ortamlarda karsilastiklar
risklerin boyutunu ve bu konudaki acil mtidahale ihtiyacini ortaya koymaktadir.
Kurulus, cocuklara ve genclere yonelik cevrimici siddetin énlenmesi amaciyla kararh
adimlar atilmasi ¢cagrisinda bulunmaktadir.

Siber zorbaligin yayginlig ve etkisi tizerine yapilan kapsaml ¢alismalar, yas, cinsiyet
ve sosyo-ekonomik durum gibi cesitli faktorlere gore degisen karmasik bir manzara
ortaya koymaktadir. 2023 yilinda Siber Zorbalik Arastirma Merkezi tarafindan
yapilan kapsaml bir calisma, Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinde 13 ila 17 yas arasindaki
5,005 ortaokul ve lise 6grencisini kapsayan ulusal temsili bir 6rneklemi inceledi. Bu
calisma, katilimcilarin yaklasik %55'inin hayatlarinin bir noktasinda siber zorbaliga
maruz kaldigini, yaklasik %27'sinin ise son 30 glinde siber zorbaliga ugradigini
buldu. Bildirilen siber zorbalik tlirleri arasinda cevrimici yapilan k6t veya incitici
yorumlar, grup sohbetlerinden dislanma, cevrimici yayilan dedikodular ve cevrimici
rezil edilme veya asaglanma yer almaktadir. Ilgin¢c bir sekilde, calisma cinsiyet
farkliliklarin1 da vurgulayarak, ergen kizlarin yasamlari boyunca siber zorbalik
deneyimlerinin erkeklere kiyasla daha ytuksek oldugunu ortaya koymustur.

Security.org tarafindan 2024'te 6ne c¢ikarilan bir diger calisma, cesitli sosyal medya
platformlarinda siber zorbaliga dair bilgiler sunarak, her yastan cocugun savunmasiz
oldugunu ve yaslar1 buytudukce risklerin arttigini belirtti. Bu arastirma, ozellikle
COVID-19 pandemisi sirasinda artan ekran suresi ve cevrimici aktivite nedeniyle
siber zorbalik olaylarinda énemli bir artis oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Sosyal aglar
arasinda, cocuklarin YouTube, Snapchat, TikTok ve Facebook'ta siber zorbaliga
ugrama olasiliklarinin en yiksek oldugu tespit edilmistir. Ayrica, yillik geliri 75,000
dolarin altinda olan hanelerin cocuklarinin, daha yuksek gelirli hanelerin
cocuklarina kiyasla siber zorbaliga ugrama olasiliginin iki kat daha fazla oldugu
belirlenmistir.

Pew Arastirma Merkezi'nin 2022 yilinda ABD'deki ergenler tizerinde ytrtittigti anket,
siber zorbaligin genellikle fiziksel gortints, cinsiyet, irk veya etnik koken gibi
sebeplerle yapildigini ortaya koymustur. Siyah ergenlerin, Hispanik veya Beyaz
ergenlere kiyasla irk veya etnik kokenlerinden dolayr cevrimici tacize ugrama
ihtimalinin yaklasik iki kat daha fazla oldugu belirlenmistir. Bu anket ayrica, bircok
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ergenin siber zorbaligi ciddi bir sorun olarak gérdigini ve algillarin demografik
gruplara gore degistigini aciklamaktadair.

Psikoloji alanindaki bir baska kapsamli inceleme, siber zorbaligin ergenler ve
cocuklar arasinda ciddi bir kamu sagligi sorunu olarak kabul edildigini ve ktiresel
olarak etkileri oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Bu inceleme, siber zorbalik
arastirmalarinin siber zorbaligin yayginlik oranlarini ve risk faktoérlerini cesitli
ulkelerde inceleyerek bu konunun karmasikligini ortaya cikarmaya calistigini
belirtmistir. Ancak, siber zorbalik 6l¢ctiimtl ve metodolojilerindeki farkliliklar nedeniyle
tutarl sonuclara varilamamaktadir. Siber zorbaligin 6l¢tilmesindeki bu tutarsizliklar,
ayni Ulkede, ayni zaman diliminde yapilan Ol¢cimlerde siklikla karsilasilan bir
sorundur.

Frontiers in Psychology tarafindan yapilan kapsamli inceleme, siber zorbaligin
kiiresel durumunu, risk faktoérlerini ve diinya genelinde alinan 6nleyici énlemleri
detayli bir sekilde ele almistir. Bu inceleme, 2015 ile 2019 yillar1 arasinda yapilan
calismalar1 gbzden gecirerek siber zorbaligin yayginlik oranlarinin

%6.0 ile %46.3 arasinda degistigini ve siber zorbaliga maruz kalma oranlarinin ise
%13.99 ile %57.5 arasinda degistigini bulmustur. Sézel siddet, en yaygin siber
zorbalik ttirt olarak belirlenmistir. Ayrica, kisisel diizeyde yas, cinsiyet, cevrimici
davranis, irk, saglik durumu, gecmiste magduriyet deneyimi ve durtisellik gibi
degiskenlerin; durumsal dtizeyde ise ebeveyn-cocuk iliskisi, kisilerarasi iligkiler ve
cografi konumun risk faktoérleri olarak saptandigi belirtilmistir. Koruyucu faktérler
olarak ise empati ve duygusal zeka, ebeveyn-cocuk iliskisi ve okul iklimi sikca
vurgulanmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, siber zorbalik, farkli platformlarda aktif olan bireylerin yas, cinsiyet,
sosyo-ekonomik durum gibi ¢esitli faktérlerden etkilenebilen ¢cok yénlt bir sorundur.
Magdurlar Uzerindeki etkileri dikkate alindiginda, siber zorbaligin nedenlerinin
karmasiklig: ve etkilerinin cesitliligi, 6nleme ve mtidahalede cok yonld ve kapsayici
yaklasimlar gerektirir.

Hangi Yontemlerle, Nasil Yapiliyor?

Siber zorbalik, sanal alemde gerceklestigi icin gerektiginde sosyal muhendislik
faktorlerini de kullanmaktadir. Belirttigimiz siber zorbalik yéntemlerinde ilerlemeler
saglanirken genellikle sosyal mtihendislik yéntemleri de kullanilir. Ornegin, sahte bir
site yaparak doxing gerceklestirildiginde sosyal muihendisligin bir alt dali olan
phishing yéntemi de kullanilabilir. Bir bagka érnekle, mobil cihazlar tizerinde belirli
kisileri hedef almak icin gelistirilen yazilimlar veya herhangi bir API uzantis: ile
hedeflere saldir1 mtiimkin olabilir. Yine hoax (aldatmaca) yoéntemiyle bireylere karsi
siber zorbalik gerceklestirilebilir.

Bu konuda senaryo olusturmak icin bircok 6rnek verilebilir. Ancak net bir sekilde
belirtilebilir ki sosyal muhendislik, siber zorbalikta yayginlikla kullanilan bir
faktordir. Bunun disinda, vatansever duygularn istismar ederek kendi kisisel
cikarlar icin kullanilabilecek siber zorbalik yontemleri Turkiye’de oldukca yaygindir.
Ornegin, bir hacker grubunun vatansever roll ile gencleri etkileyerek kendi kisisel
cikarlarini gerceklestirmesi ve bunu gencler lizerinden yapmasi da bir tlr siber
zorbaliktir. Burada kullanilan yontemler arasinda aldatma, duygu somurisuy,
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manipulasyon, inandirma ve hatta santaj gibi ileriye gidebilecek faktorler yer alabilir.
Genellikle internet ortaminda belirli bir olusum vasitasiyla hedeflere ulasarak cesitli
analizler ile siber zorbalik karsi tarafa hissettirmeden yillar boyunca stirebilmektedir.
Basit bir web sitesi bile, icerigine gére gencleri, cocuklar1 ve hatta yetiskinleri
manipule etmek icin bir siber zorbalik araci olabilir.

Ayrica, zararli yazilimlar araciligiyla gerceklestirilen siber zorbalik eylemleri de
bulunmaktadir. Cocuklar cogu zaman bu tir davranislarin farkinda olmayabilir ve
maruz kaldiklar1 zorbaligi tanimlayamayabilirler. Bu nedenle, ebeveynlerin ve
egitimcilerin cocuklarin cevrimici etkilesimlerini dikkatle gozlemlemeleri ve siber
zorbalik belirtilerini taniyabilmeleri cok 6nemlidir. Glivenli web ag gecidi ve tehdit
engelleme yazilimlari gibi teknolojik c¢6ztUmler, cocuklari cevrimici tehditlerden
korumak icin kullanilabilir. Bu yazilimlar, zararli iceriklerin engellenmesi ve
cocuklarin giivenli bir ¢cevrimici ortamda gezinmelerini saglamak icin tasarlanmistir.
Ebeveynlerin ve egitimcilerin, cocuklar: siber zorbalik konusunda bilgilendirmeleri ve
onlara glivenli internet kullanimi hakkinda rehberlik etmeleri gerekmektedir. Ayni
zamanda, siber zorbaliga maruz kalan cocuklara destek olmak ve gerekli
muidahaleleri yapmak icin is birligi icinde calismalar1 6nemlidir. Bu c¢ok yo6nla
yaklasim, siber zorbaligin énlenmesi ve cocuklarin dijital ortamlarda daha gtivenli bir
sekilde var olmalarini saglamada kritik bir rol oynamaktadir.

Siber zorbalik ve sosyal miihendislik yontemlerinin karmasiklig: ve cesitliligi, bu tur
tehditlere karst daha bilingli ve proaktif yaklasimlar gelistirilmesini zorunlu
kilmaktadir. Internet kullaniminin artmasiyla birlikte, bu tir davraniglarin
o6nlenmesi ve magdurlarin korunmasi icin hem teknolojik hem de egitsel énlemlerin
bir arada kullanilmas: gerekmektedir. Toplumun tim kesimlerinin, 06zellikle
genclerin ve cocuklarin, dijital diinyada gtivenli bir sekilde var olabilmeleri icin
farkindalik seviyelerinin artirilmasi ve siber zorbaligin olumsuz etkilerinin minimize
edilmesi hedeflenmelidir. Bu amag¢ dogrultusunda, strekli glncellenen egitim
programlari, teknolojik ¢céztimler ve toplumsal bilin¢clendirme kampanyalar1 énemli
birer aractir. Siber zorbalik ve sosyal muihendisligin etkilerini azaltmak ve gtivenli
dijital ortamlar olusturmak icin butinctl ve surdurtlebilir stratejiler
benimsenmelidir.

Korunma Yollar1 ve Bilinclenme

Siber zorbalikla mticadelede yalnizca teknik énlemler ve bilgilendirme yeterli degildir;
ebeveynlerin cocuklarinin ¢evrimici davranislarini diizenli olarak gézlemlemeleri ve
gerektiginde mudahale etmeleri de kritik bir éneme sahiptir. Bu, ebeveynlerin
cocuklarinin sosyal medya kullanimini, cevrimici etkilesimlerini ve katildiklar: dijital
platformlar: yakindan takip etmeleri anlamina gelir. Ebeveynlerin,

cocuklarinin cevrimici arkadasliklarini ve dijital diinyadaki aktivitelerini gézden
gecirmeleri, potansiyel riskleri erken asamada tespit etmelerine yardimci olabilir.

Ayni1 zamanda, ebeveynlerin cocuklarina saglikli cevrimici aliskanliklar
kazandirmalar1 gerekmektedir. Bu, belirli zaman dilimlerinde internet kullanimai,
ekran suresinin sinirlandirilmas: ve dijital detox donemlerinin tesvik edilmesi gibi
uygulamalar icerebilir. Cocuklarin cevrimdisi aktiviteleri ve sosyal etkilesimleri de
desteklenmeli, béylece dijital diinyaya bagimliliklarinin azaltilmas: hedeflenmelidir.
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Ebeveynlerin, cocuklarinin ¢evrimici ortamda karsilasabilecekleri riskler konusunda
farkindalik seviyelerini artirmak icin dtizenli olarak bilgilendirici oturumlar
dizenlemeleri 6nemlidir. Bu oturumlar, siber zorbalikla ilgili glincel gelismeleri, yeni
tehdit ttrlerini ve bunlarla basa cikma stratejilerini kapsamalidir. Ebeveynler,
cocuklarina siber zorbaligin yalnizca bir kurban olarak degil, bir zorba olarak da
karsilarina c¢ikabilecegini anlatmali ve bu tlir davranislarin neden yanhs oldugunu
detayl bir sekilde aciklamalidir.

Siber zorbalikla muicadelede topluluk ve okul destek sistemlerinin de devreye girmesi
gerekmektedir. Ebeveynler, cocuklarinin okullar ile isbirligi yaparak, siber zorbalikla
mucadele politikalarinin ve programlarinin gelistirilmesine katkida bulunabilirler.
Okullarin, 6grenciler arasinda siber zorbalik farkindaligini artirmak ve bu tur
davranislar1 6nlemek icin egitim programlari ve atdlye calismalari diizenlemeleri
tesvik edilmelidir. Ebeveynler, 6gretmenler ve okul yoéneticileri arasindaki dizenli
iletisim ve isbirligi, siber zorbalik vakalarinin erken tespit edilmesi ve hizli
mudahalelerde bulunulmas: acisindan hayati 6nem tasir.

Siber zorbalikla mticadelede yerel ve ulusal duzeydeki politikalarin ve yasalarin da
etkin bir sekilde uygulanmasi gerekmektedir. Ebeveynler, bu yasal cerceveler
hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmali ve gerekli durumlarda yasal yollara basvurarak
cocuklarini koruma altina almalidir. Ayrica, toplumun genelinde siber zorbalik
konusunda farkindaligin artirilmasi1 amaciyla kamuoyu kampanyalarinin
diizenlenmesi Onemlidir. Bu kampanyalar, siber zorbaligin olumsuz etkilerini
vurgulayan, bilinclendirici ve egitici iceriklerle desteklenmelidir.

Sonuc olarak, siber zorbalikla mticadele, ebeveynlerin teknik 6nlemler almasinin yani
sira cocuklariyla stirekli ve acik bir iletisim kurmasini gerektiren cok yonld bir
stirectir. Cocuklarin dijital diinyada karsilasabilecekleri tehlikelerden korunabilmesi
icin, ebeveynlerin bilincli, proaktif ve isbirligine dayali bir yaklasim benimsemeleri
gerekmektedir. Bu kapsaml strateji, cocuklarin dijital ortamlarda gtivenli bir sekilde
var olmalarini saglayacak ve siber zorbaligin olumsuz etkilerini minimize edecektir.
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Abstract

China's "One Belt, One Road" state program has been developing for a long period. The growing scale of
Chinese cooperation with the South Caucasus in recent years has turned Beijing into a highly influential force in
the region. Given these recent regional developments, the work is aimed to find out the probability of South
Caucasus countries falling into China's 'debt trap'. The main reason proving the usage of politics in a certain area
is the concept of "soft power", but in reality, so-called cooperation, under which a country assists others by an
influx of foreign income with the hidden intention to gain power over a certain region. The accusations from
journals and different scientific sources went viral not only in China but also in The Western World, showing
potential inclinations toward this policy.

Thus, the amount of turnover in international trade of The South Caucasus with China, its public debts, and
China's foreign investments in this region are comparatively examined. Based on all these evaluations, the work
analyzes the reasons for the rising unrest in by analyzing the development of the Caucasian States' relationship
with China to reveal the intentions of this state. Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia both the good and the bad which
will be meticulously examined to determine the cause because of which China included them in the project "Belt
and Road". Therefore, the possible advantages of the so-called cooperation between these states and China will be
disclosed.

The study contributes to a certain shortage of comparison in terms of analysis of countries within this region
from the perspective of China's debt diplomacy.

Keywords: China, debt trap, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia

Oz
Cin'in "Bir Kusak, Bir Yol" devlet programi uzun bir siiredir gelismektedir. Son yillarda Cin'in Giiney Kafkasya
ile artan isbirligi 6lgegi, Pekin'i bolgede oldukea etkili bir gili¢ haline getirmistir. Bu son bdlgesel gelismeler goz
oniine alindiginda, ¢alisma, Giiney Kafkasya tilkelerinin Cin'in 'borg tuzagma' diisme olasiligini aragtirmayi1
amaclamaktadir. Belirli bir alanda politikanin kullanimini kanitlayan ana neden "yumusak gii¢" kavramidir,
ancak gercekte, sdzde isbirligi, bir lilkenin belirli bir bolge iizerinde gii¢ kazanma niyetiyle yabanci gelir akisiyla
digerlerine yardim ettigi bir durumu ifade eder. Dergilerden ve ¢esitli bilimsel kaynaklardan gelen suglamalar
sadece Cin'de degil, ayn1 zamanda Bat1 Diinyasinda da viral hale gelmis, bu politikaya yonelik potansiyel
egilimleri géstermistir.Bu nedenle, Gliney Kafkasya'nin Cin ile uluslararasi ticaretindeki ciro miktari, kamu
borglar1 ve Cin'in bu bdlgeye yaptigi yabanci yatirimlar kargilagtirmali olarak incelenmektedir. Tiim bu
degerlendirmelere dayanarak, ¢calisma, Kafkasya Devletlerinin Cin ile iligkilerinin gelisimini analiz ederek bu
devletin niyetlerini ortaya ¢ikarmak i¢in artan huzursuzlugun nedenlerini analiz etmektedir. Azerbaycan,
Giircistan ve Ermenistan'in hem iyi hem de kotii yonleri titizlikle incelenecek ve Cin'in onlar1 "Kusak ve Yol"
projesine dahil etmesinin nedeni belirlenecektir. Bu nedenle, bu devletler ile Cin arasindaki sdzde igbirliginin
olas1 avantajlar1 ortaya konulacaktir.Calisma, Cin'in bor¢ diplomasisi perspektifinden bu bolgedeki iilkelerin
karsilastirmali analizi agisindan belirli bir eksiklige katkida bulunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cin, , borg tuzagi, Azerbaycan,Giirciistan,Ermenistan
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Introduction

The core idea of the "soft power" concept widely used by China is to create an attractive image
through which it can achieve its goals in terms of economics and policy at the global level. The thesis
discusses the theoretical background of the "debt trap" concept as some states use the "soft power" policy
as a part of this concept. The "soft power" concept implies the influence of bigger countries on other
nations and their decisions by allurement, not cooperation. The country starts to implement its values,
culture, lifestyle, and education to create dependency and maximize its benefits. This is a part of a "debt
trap" policy as China considers such factors as location, geopolitical influence, resources, and economic
vulnerability during any situation in a state. Consequently, it begins to imply its cultural interests as a
"soft power" and eventually starts to invest an enormous influx of money in terms of so-called help.
Then the country can't pay this money and turns to be in a "debt trap”.2

Another explanation of the term may be seen from the perspective of Professor Joseph Nye, a
renowned political scientist, who is a key authority on soft power. He states that the debt trap policy
involves a scenario where one country provides loans to another, causing the borrowing nation to incur
unsustainable debt and dependency. This dependency often forces the borrowing country to surrender
control over strategic assets or political decisions to the lender. Soft power, a concept introduced by
Joseph Nye, is the capacity of a country to influence others and shape their preferences through appeal
and attraction rather than through force or monetary incentives. By entrapping countries in debt, the
lending nation can exert significant influence over the borrower, often gaining soft power as the
borrower becomes reliant on the lender for economic stability and development support. This approach
allows the lender to shape political and economic landscapes in the borrowing country, aligning them

with its strategic interests without direct coercion.?

China lends large sums of money for major infrastructure projects to countries of its interest. The
executor or shareholder of the projects is one of the Chinese state-owned companies, and all financing
is done on behalf of this company. The cost of the projects is represented in billions of dollars. However,
additionally, the Chinese government allocates funds to other countries in tranches, and with each new
tranche, the borrowing rate continues to increase.* Although everything seems transparent, the core issue
is that the Chinese government does not strictly control how the money is spent nor neglect the factor
of diversion of money. Consequently, large projects remain unfinished, and countries owe China billions
of dollars for nothing.®

For instance, Sri Lanka started several new projects by borrowing $1 billion from China, the debt
increased to $8 billion in a few years and the country fell into this debt trap, as they were refinanced
again by one of China's state-owned banks at 7% per annum. Sri Lanka has leased the strategic port of
Hambantota to a Chinese company for 99 years as debt stifles its economy. The main advantage of this
port is the access of China to the Indian Ocean. Such facts prove that the geopolitical aspects of this
issue are more interesting than the economic interests of China. The level of debt of countries like Laos
and Cambodia to China is so significant because of the way they are experiencing this time recognized
in the world as China's subsidiary countries. Looking at Pakistan, the "China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor" here, financed $27 billion by the Chinese government is another classic case of debt. Thus,
the IMF (International Monetary Fund) issued a report expecting the nation's incapacity to give back the

2 Jasmin et al. (2023) Chinese Soft Power in Bangladesh: Debt Trap or Shared Interests? The Journal
of Indian and Asian Studies, Vol. 4, No. 1

% Nye, Joseph. "Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics." PublicAffairs, 2004.

4 Lingmin, K. (2019). Exploring China’s Soft Power: Manifestations of the Chinese Dream in

Contemporary Practices of Cultural Diplomacy. PhD thesis, University of York Politics, p. 154

> Blomaquist, K. (2022). In pursuit of (soft) power: Chinese artificial intelligence governance in an age of
great power competition. Social Science of the Internet at the Oxford Internet Institute, p.88. available
at: https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:a0387253-cee7-43a4-b3fc-faSceb7fad2e
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debt to China.®

China is developing partnerships with the South Caucasus governments and strengthening its
position in this region. To nail the influence in the region, Beijing mainly uses BRI areas such as the
Economics Corridor, establishing a link between China and Western and Central Asian countries, the
Digital Silk Road, and the Healthcare Silk Road. While Azerbaijan and Georgia are already actively
participating in BRI projects, Armenia is in search of mutually beneficial conditions for cooperation
with China. China's presence in the South Caucasus is seen primarily in the economic sector.’

However, China tries to maintain neutrality in interregional conflicts and does not take sides.®
Investment in the South Caucasian countries is an opportunity to neutralize the threat of separatism,
which can find support in the region from China. The South Caucasus offers new markets as well as
important hydrocarbon resources for the Chinese economy, and more importantly, the region is also an
alternative route - a land route - for transportation to European markets.

Hypothesis and Methodology

The main hypothesis of the work is directly related to the examination of the probability, that
China may make South Caucasian countries get into the "debt trap".

It will be analyzed by the qualitative methodology based on the literature of different economic,
scientific, and political experts along with the statistical data. Moreover, a comparative analysis of
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia will be conducted to clarify the possibility of the "debt trap" policy.

Literature Review

Scientifically proved research based on the opinion of articles from geopolitical, and economic
experts was used as the theoretical ground for this work. The data was taken from scientific books,
articles, and other materials published in well-known journals, proving its validity.

Research Questions

1. The core idea of the "debt trap” policy and how it works?
2. What is the reason, that made other countries get into the financial burden?
3. Are South Caucasus countries financially dependent on China?
4. What is the probability, that the "debt trap” may happen in South Caucasus?
Objective of the Study
The priority of this work is to conduct research to find a) China's soft power strategy in the South
Caucasus region b) to determine the dependence of regional states on the Chinese economy, c) to analyze
the directions of China's economic policy in this region from a debt diplomacy perspective. By
answering these questions, this analysis will attempt to determine the possibility of whether these three
states are facing the same situation as the states of the African or Asian continent or not.
1. China’s Soft Power Policy in The South Caucasus
Although the influence of China's policy called "soft power" in the region of South Caucasus is
weaker than that of other external factors such as Russia, the strengthening of Beijing's economic
presence in the Caucasian States in recent years will potentially lead to a gradual change in this regard.®
China's restrained and cautious strategy, mainly targeting the exclusive circle of the countries in the

® Repnikova, M. (2022). Chinese Soft Power. Elements in Global China. available at:
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108874700

7 Rolland, N.(2018). China’s Ambitions in Eastern Europe and the South Caucasus. Paris: Ifri.

8 Sahakyan, M. (2021). Armenia and China’s Belt and Road Initiative: Lost Opportunities and
Future Prospects 2.0. available at: https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/columns/eurasian-

policy/armenia-and-china-s-belt-and-road-initiative-lost- opportunities-and-future-prospects-2-0/ (Accessed: 2 May
2024).

9 Kamrava, M. (2017). The Great Game in West Asia, Oxford Scholarship Online. International Relations.
p. 261-266. available at: https://doi.org/10.1093/050/9780190673604.003.0012
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region, meant very limited efforts to influence the broader public in the South Caucasus.!® More
investments were made in energy-rich Azerbaijan compared to other states of the South Caucasus: $581
million over the period, which, at $60 per person, is also the highest per capita in the region. Most of
these funds were directed to the construction of pipelines, transferring oil and gas, starting from the
Caspian Sea and straight to Turkey, which "was in the interests of China for at least two reasons." First,
investments in pipelines were likely to bring good returns. In addition, "China's contribution to financing
the construction of the energy corridor may have helped Beijing attract Turkey to the One Belt, One
Road project".!

In recent years, China's economic participation in Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia has significantly
expanded. Based on the statistics from the World Bank, since 2005, Beijing's trade turnover with Baku,
Yerevan, and Thilisi has increased by 2070%, 380%, and 885%, respectively.!? In the implementation of
projects of strategic importance, Beijing uses public and private banks and financial organizations like
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, China Development Bank, Exim Bank, and the Industrial and
Financial Bank of China.

Over 40 percent of China's trade with the region falls on Azerbaijan. The Baku-Thilisi-Kars railway
is considered one of the main components of Beijing's global transport project in the area, in which
Azerbaijan is a key participant. Another strategically important project of Azerbaijan is the |International
Sea Trade Port of Baku, which China supported by supplying equipment based on an intergovernmental
grant agreement signed between Beijing and Baku. According to the official data of the Armenian side,
during a short period, China became Armenia's second-largest trading partner. In the first half of 2019,
Chinese-Armenian trade increased by almost 50 percent to $342 million. China has provided at least
$37 million in economic aid to Armenia since 2012 and has also donated plenty of public buses and
ambulances to the country.

1.1. The Relations with Azerbaijan

The volume of trade between Azerbaijan state and the Chinese government increased by 14.5% in
January-April of this year and reached over 600 million dollars. According to the information from the
World Bank, starting from 2010 with a debt equaling 7 billion dollars and ending with a debt of over 15
billion dollars in 2020. The country's long-term debt obligations are over 15 billion dollars with the
volume of debts taken with the state guarantee has reached 14 billion dollars. The flow of foreign direct
investments to the country also decreased from 3.35 billion dollars to only 507 million dollars in 2020
accordingly.®®

As China develops its overland trade route, it is investing in the modernization of the port of Baku
and the railway of Baku-Thbilisi-Kars. In parallel, Beijing signed a $821 million document with Baku to
expand its participation in the non-oil sectors, including the development of chemical industrial parks,
agro-industrial parks, and greenhouse complexes With China's assistance, within the framework of the
Azerbaijan Digital Hub program, a corridor will be created between the European and Asian continents,
which will complement the Digital Silk Road connecting Mumbai and Frankfurt through Azerbaijan.**
Currently, Azerbaijan remains China's largest trading partner among Caucasian States. Although total

10 Aliyev, N. (2020). China’s Soft Power in the South Caucasus. Central Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk

Road Studies. available at: https://cacianalyst.org/publications/analytical-articles/item/13604-chinas-soft-power-in-the-
south-caucasus.html

11 Kamrava, M. (2017). The Great Game in West Asia, Oxford Scholarship Online, International Relations,
p. 261-266, available at: https://doi.org/10.1093/0s0/9780190673604.003.0012

12 Ogetci, M. (2015). China in the South Caucasus: not a Critical Partnership but Still Needed. In: The
South Caucasus-Between Integration and Fragmentation, European Policy Center

13 The Worldbank Data (2023). available at: https://data.worldbank.org (Accessed: 2 May 2024).

1% Lianlei, B. (2016). Azerbaijan in the Silk Road Economic Belt: A Chinese Perspective. Caucasus

International: 6(1): 27-39. available at: http://www.caspianpolicy.org/caspian-region-in-the-silk-road-economic-belt-
sreb-a-chineseperspective/
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exports to China from Azerbaijan declined in 2020, they still account for 3.1% of the country's exports
($432 million). The volume of trade between Azerbaijan and China varies from year to year but tends
to grow.’®

In 2016, Huawei launched the Seeds of the Future program to teach programming to Azerbaijani
students in China. The following year, Huawei announced plans to launch smart city and public Wi-Fi
programs in Azerbaijan, while reaffirming its intention to develop 5 G technology.®

Years 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

trade
turnover 1,298,342.3 | 1,310,222.9 | 2,184,314.1 | 1,846,760.6 | 1,780,641.1

Table 1: Foreign trade turnover with China

Source: compiled by the author, which is based on the data of the State Statistics Committee of the

Republic of Azerbaijan. https://www.stat.gov.az/source/trade/

Foreign trade turnover with China

2022 2,500,000.0
2021

2,000,000.0
2020
2019 1,500,000.0
2018 1,000,000.0
2017

500,000.0
2016
2015 0.0

1 2 3 4 5
N Years trade turnover

Figure 1: Foreign trade turnover with China
Source: compiled by the author, which is based on the data of the State Statistics Committee of the

Republic of Azerbaijan. https://www.stat.gov.az/source/trade/

Azerbaijan intends to integrate the Zangezur Corridor into China's "One Belt, One Road"
international economic and trade route and make it a part of the Middle Corridor, and it is receiving

15 State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2023). available at:
https://www.stat.gov.az/source/trade/

6 Eurasianet (2022). AHanus enoxceHuli Kumas e FOxcHeoili Kaskas. available at:

https://russian.eurasianet.org/aHanun3-BaoxeHuii-kuTas-B-1oxHblii-kaskas (Accessed: 2 May 2024).
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positive signals from Beijing.’
The statistics below show the number of imports to Azerbaijan in million USD and the role of China
in 2023.
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Figure 2: The import to Azerbaijan by countries
Source: https://www.caspianpolicy.org

China has spent considerably on projects related to transportation, digital technology, natural
resources, and the non-oil sector in Azerbaijan. Beijing is currently developing overland trade routes. It
invests in the modernization of the International Sea Trade Port in Baku and the railway from Baku to
Thilisi and Kars. Beijing signed an economic agreement with Baku worth 821 million dollars. The
contract that each party accepted also covers chemical industrial parks, agro-industrial, and greenhouse
complexes. A Digital Trade Hub was set up via the enormous role of Azerbaijan.

China also decided to influence Azerbaijan not only financially, but also by creating close bonds
within the country. The Chinese government decided to sign agreements with local countries regarding
the supply of Chinese phones to Azerbaijan.'® A tendency to the marketplace of China additionally exists
as local people have also started to sell their goods through Alibaba, which serves as clear proof of
Chinese policy implementation.®

Also, the Confucius Institute under the Azerbaijan University of Language was opened and different
Chinese language classes started to gain popularity.?® As in 2015, China was Azerbaijan's ninth trading

17 Azartac (2023). “One belt, one road" is a project of great importance for the region. available at:

https://azertag.az/xeber/Bir_kemer bir yol region uchun boyuk ehemiyyet dasiyan layihedir-1266512. (Accessed: 2
May 2024).

18 Azernews (2024). China exports smartphones increases. available at:
https://www.azernews.az/business/223895.html (Accessed: 2 May 2024)

19 ERE Forms (2023). another meeting took place between Azexport and Alibaba portals. available at:
https://ereforms.gov.az/en/media/xeberler/azexport-ve-alibaba-portallari-arasinda-novbeti-gorus-
bas-tutub-627 (Accessed: 2 May 2024)

20 press and Information Office of BSU (2011). Confucius Institute has been opened at Baku State
University. available at:
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partner, but only within three years in 2018 it turned out to be the fourth.?

Chinese investors have an enormous interest in the oil and gas sector in Azerbaijan. They can also
enter the market from different areas, but currently, CNPC, Sinopec, and CNOOC companies are highly
interested in investment in oil and gas. China has always had an interest in the Caspian Sea because of
the petroleum.??

As Azerbaijan has relatively stronger economies than other countries the South Caucasus and other
forces are also interested in the resources of this country, it has a lower probability to fall into the debt
trap of China.

1.2. The Relations with Armenia

Beijing has greatly expanded military cooperation with Yerevan. In the 1990s, China trained
Armenian officers and supplied multiple rocket launchers to Yerevan. Beijing not only provided modern
Chinese missiles to Yerevan in 2011 but also signed a military agreement providing for annual military
assistance to Armenia in the amount of 5 million yen.?® Despite this fact, the imbalance of power in the
region in the after-war period opened up new paths and opportunities for both sides and other regional
powers.

The state of China has also expanded dramatically within the previous ten years. In 2020, China
ranked third in terms of exports from Armenia with 11.5% ($289 million) and second in terms of imports
with 14.5% ($663 million). When compared to 2010, this is a substantial gain, as in that period China
accounted for only 3.1% ($30 million) of Armenian exports and 10.6% ($402 million) of imports.?*

Other sources also show the sharp increase in trade between Armenia and China which is especially
visible in the import and exports from China below. The data will be shown for the period of 2023.

http://bsu.edu.az/en/news/confucius_institute_has_been_opened_at_baku_state_university_(Access
ed: 2 May 2024)

21 Eurasia Daily Monitor Volume (2019). Azerbaijan and China Sign $800 Million Economic
Package: The Geo-Economic Implications. available at: https://jamestown.org/program/azerbaijan-
and-china-sign-800-million-economic-package-the-geo-economic-implications/ (Accessed: 2 May
2024)

22 pzertac (2021). Azerbaijan-China relations in background of Azerbaijan’s oil and gas sector.

available at:
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/azerbaijan china relations in background of azerbaijans oil and gas
sector-1779183 (Accessed: 2 May 2024)

2 Trend (2017). Beijing-Yerevan Military Co-op Jeopardizes Russia’s Interests in South Caucasus.
available at: https://en.trend.az/scaucasus/armenia/2792990.html. (Accessed: 2 May 2024)

24 State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Armenia (2023). available at: https://www.armstat.am
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Figure 3. Armenia’s top trade partners
Source: https://www.caspianpolicy.org/

Another statistic shows the sharp increase in the import to Armenia from China at the beginning of
2023

Armenia Imports By Country Value Year
Russia $3.88B 2023
China $1.63B 2023
Vietnam $815.20M 2023
Iran $597.23M 2023
United States $549.96M 2023

Table 2. Armenia’s imports by country
Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/armenia/imports-by-country

Beijing also uses technological, cultural, and other elements of “soft power™" in Armenia. In 2008,
the Confucius Institute was opened in China, and then an art school in Yerevan, where students learn
Chinese. Huawei has signed an agreement with Yerevan to develop a smart city project, collaborating
with VIVA-MTS, a subsidiary of Russia's MTS, to jointly develop digital infrastructure. Although
China's economic presence in Armenia is currently relatively small, its participation in the development
of digital infrastructure is expected to increase significantly.?®

As the year came to an end, the foreign public debt to GDP ratio was evident and (hereinafter -
GDP) was equal to 42.5%, and overall foreign public debt per capita was about 1,900 dollars. It is
predicted that indicators related to foreign debt in Armenia will worsen in the current year. This factor's
foundation is the decline in a nation's economic activity as a result of the aftermath of COVID-19, the

25 Asbarez (2023). China Ready for Closer Ties with Armenia. available at: https://anca.org/china-ready-for-
closer-ties-with-armenia/ (Accessed: 2 May 2024).
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increase in the budget deficit, and the increase in expectations regarding the national currency decrease.
It is important to remember that in the second quarter of 2020, the quarterly economic growth decreased
by 13.7% in comparison with the indicated period of last year. Tax collections were reduced, and budget
expenditures were increased to support economic activity, leading to the rise in the ratio of the shortage
in the budget to the Gross Domestic Period from 2.25% to 5%. The growth of the budget deficit
conditioned the attraction of new debts. In 2020, during its first half, direct foreign debt equals 175
million.?

Armenia tried to solve this financial situation with India as these two countries assisted each other
due to the war-like circumstances, especially mentioning military provocations against Azerbaijan for
Armenia and the Kashmir conflict for India. Despite trade between the two countries in terms of buying
weapons, China was the first one to try to invest in Armenia.?’

According to the National Statistical Office of Armenia, comparing the exact period last year, the
trade turnover between Armenia and China increased by about 35 percent during the six months of the
current year and amounted to 243.1 million dollars. Imports from China to Armenia make up a large
amount of trade turnover. Armenia's export to China is made up of copper concentrate. According to
preliminary estimates, 500 million dollars are required for the realization of the project. CITIC state
corporation was involved in the project by China, "Vallex group" company by Armenia.?®

By the beginning of 2023, the foreign debt of the country has been formalized in the amount of 6
billion 451 million US dollars. The debt gradually increased from 2013, starting from 3 billion 739
million dollars, and reached its pinnacle in 2022, equaling 6 billion 648 million dollars.?®

China is the second country with which Armenia conducts the most import-export operations after
Russia. The fact that Armenia has a large number of foreign debts and is looking for allies, especially
the need for foreign investments to restore its damaged economy after the 2nd Karabakh war, forces
Armenia to get closer to China. Because of this reason, it can be seen that Armenia is a state highly
likely to fall into China's debt trap among the countries of the South Caucasus.

1.3. The Relations with Georgia
Given Georgia's growing potential as a transit country, China has provided significant resources for
the country's strategic and infrastructure projects. Since the early 2000s, Beijing has invested heavily in
Georgia's hydroelectric power plants, land transportation networks, railways, seaports, and industrial
free zones.*,

2022 2023

THSD.US SHARE IN THSD.US SHARE IN CHANGE
DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS (%)

% State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Armenia (2023). available at: https://www.armstat.am
27 Lakshminarayanan et al. (2023). Armenia-India partnership: geopolitical and geo-economic

implications in the Eurasian context. available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/367558874 Armenia-India_partnership geopolitical and geo-
economic_implications _in_the Eurasian_context

28 Sahakyan, M. (2021). Armenia and China’s Belt and Road Initiative: Lost Opportunities and
Future Prospects 2.0. available at: https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/columns/eurasian-

policy/armenia-and-china-s-belt-and-road-initiative-lost- opportunities-and-future-prospects-2-0/ (Accessed: 2 May
2024).

2 State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Armenia (2023). available at: https://www.armstat.am
39 Huseynov, V. (2018). Use of Soft Power in Tandem with Economic Expansion: Examiningthe Case of
Chinese Soft Power in South Caucasus. available at:

https://www.academia.edu/38335704/Use of Soft Power in Tandem with Economic Expansi
on_Examining the Case of Chinese Soft Power in South Caucasus
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TOTAL EXPORTS 4 242 653.1 100.0 5592 844.0 100.0 31.8
Of which:

China 615 684.4 14.5 736 837.9 13.2 19.7
Azerbaijan 531 725.1 12.5 672 628.0 12.0 26.5
Russia 610 060.1 14.4 651 628.4 11.7 6.8
Armenia 256 115.8 6.0 584 579.8 10.5 128.2
Tiirkiye 322761.3 7.6 435 485.3 7.8 34.9
Bulgaria 253 948.5 6.0 423 665.8 7.6 66.8
United States 194 670.7 4.6 265 059.6 4.7 36.2
Kazakhstan 96 181.6 2.3 238173.3 4.3 147.6
Ukraine 307 435.7 7.2 232 077.9 4.1 -24.5
Peru 13709.3 0.3 153 889.6 2.8 10225
Other countries 1 040 360.6 24.5 1198818.1 21.4 15.2

Table 3. Top trading partners by exports to Georgia

Source: https://www.geostat.ge/en

Regarding the information in the table above, the country that Georgia exports the most to is
China. In the ranking, Azerbaijan is 2nd and Russia is 3rd. These indicators show that the Chinese

market is of great importance to Georgia.
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Figure 4. Top trading partners by exports in Georgia in 2021-2022
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In May 2017, Beijing ratified a free trade deal with Thilisi, making it the region's only state to
conclude such an agreement. The agreement includes 17 sections on trade in items and services,
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safeguarding the ownership of intellectual property freedoms, and also electronic commerce, market
competition, and environmental protection.

In 2020, China became Georgia's largest trading partner in exports with a share of 14.2% ($477
million) - a rise of almost two times in comparison with 2017 and a share of 7.4% ($201 million).
Although China is Georgia's third-biggest partner in trade in imports, this figure still stands at 8.8%
($709 million).
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Figure 5. Exports and imports dynamics by months in Georgia, 2020-2022(million us dollars)

Source: https://www.geostat.ge/en

As of May 31, 2020, the state debt of Georgia exceeded 5 billion 979 million dollars or 18
billion 990 million GEL, which is 767 million 842 thousand GEL more than the previous month. The
largest creditors of the Georgian state are the Development Bank of Asia, the World Development
Association, and Reconstruction and Development's International Bank. Based on the information
available as of July 1st, 2023, the country's total foreign debt increased by $163,260 to $6,142,531,000.
Germany ranks first ($372,396 million), France ranks second ($457,182 million), and Japan ranks third
($213,377 million).®

2022 2023

THSD.US SHARE IN THSD.US SHARE IN CHANGE

DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS| DOLLARS (%)
TOTAL IMPORTS 10 099 756.0 100.0 13 450 054.2 100.0 33.2
Of which:
Turkey 1828 975.9 18.1 2370933.1 17.6 29.6
Russia 1023181.6 10.1 18354124 13.6 79.4
China 865 021.2 8.6 1125 964.5 8.4 30.2
United States 648 197.2 6.4 941 322.6 7.0 45.2
Germany 482 007.2 4.8 661 572.6 4.9 37.3

31 State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Georgia (2023). available at: https://www.geostat.ge/en
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Azerbaijan 598 391.0 5.9 642 077.9 4.8 7.3
Armenia 418 429.6 4.1 613 189.9 4.6 46.5
Japan 186 749.9 1.8 307 144.3 2.3 64.5
Romania 177 601.5 1.8 291 594.7 2.2 64.2
Italy 248 397.8 25 287 199.5 2.1 15.6
Other countries 3622 803.0 35.9 4 373 642.6 325 20.7

Table 4. Top trading partners by imports to Georgia
Source: https://www.geostat.ge/en

In Georgia, China has also opened a Confucius Institute to expand the country's ability to teach
and learn Chinese. Beijing provides scholarships to Georgian students who are going to study in the
state of China and annually attracts more than 20 foreign language teachers to promote and popularize
Chinese culture and language in Georgia.*

China-Georgia relations are not intensified today, they are largely limited to the support of states
to each other's territorial integrity and collaboration in terms of the Great Silk Road Project. China also
attaches great importance to the Kars-Thilisi railway line and supports the project financially. Although
Georgian Minister of Foreign Affairs Salome Zurabashvili stated that they were waiting for Chinese
companies to their country in her conference with the Foreign Minister of China Li Zhaoxing in
Shanghai, where she went for the briefing of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission on
April 28, 2004, serious results could not be obtained in this regard today.*

2. Evaluation

China's policy in the South Caucasus region includes economic, energy, transportation logistics,
and security problems. It is crystal clear, that the main elements of the "soft power" implemented by
China in the scope of its relationship with the Caucasian States are investment and economic
cooperation. The reasons for this are the creation of a good neighborly environment that contributes to
China's internal development and the giving a central place to the South Caucasus within the framework
of the "One Belt, One Road" project. As understood from the official doctrines of the Economic Belt of
the Silk Road and the 21st century Maritime Silk Road, The Belt, and Road initiative's primary objective
is to establish a transportation infrastructure to deliver goods to Europe through the South Caucasus
region.®*

The South Caucasus countries are trying to use their advantageous strategic location as an important
link in the transportation routes between Europe and Asia. Especially Azerbaijan and Georgia attach
great importance to and support the International Transport Route through the Caspian Sea (Central
Corridor) project "Tasits". In February 2018, a conference on "The Role of Trans-Caspian East-West
Trade and Corridor in the Realization of the Belt and Road Initiative" was held in Beijing with the
support of the Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, and Kazakhstan Embassies of the Trade Ministry of China.
In November 2018, a working group was formed to coordinate the relations in the transportation sector.

The mechanism of the "debt trap™ policy may be observed in the works of Hamed Al Habsi, who
could provide evidence of the Chinese policy. The clear example of Tanzanian economics and its

32 Avdaliani, E. (2023). What’s Behind China’s Strategic Partnership With Georgia?. available at:
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/90394 (Accessed: 2 May 2024).

3 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China (2004). Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing
Holds Talks with Georgian Foreign Minister Salome Zurabishvili and Meets with Kyrgyz Foreign
Minister Askar Aytmatov. available at:
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/gjihdg_665435/2675_665437/3170_664312/3172_664316/200404/t20040428_555869.html
(Accessed: 2 May 2024)

% Emerson, M. et al. (2019). The Belt and Road Initiative in Central Asia and the South Caucasus:
The perspective of China, Russia, The European Union, India and the United States of America.
Emerging Markets Forum.
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dependence on China was shown from different angles. The country had some financial issues and China
provided financial help. As time passed by, the financial burden started to increase leading to the
country's inability to pay for debts.*

Countries with financial difficulties either have to borrow money from other countries to manage
the debt or give China access to their territory. China expects the second option, as it was proved in the
works of a professional in economics Anzetse Were, who has been analyzing situations in African
countries for a while. Nowadays, Sudan, Angola, Kenya, Gabon, and Mauritius have a collective GPD
of over 300 billion dollars, but with a debt-to-GDP ratio of 60%. They started to look for money sources.
China borrowed about 6 billion dollars from these countries annually from 2010 to 2014. Africa could
not return the debt, but China's President Xi Jinping borrowed 60 billion dollars from Africa. The main
factor proving the "debt trap"” policy is the result in Africa nowadays, as the country has an annual
infrastructure financing deficit of about $93 billion, which can only be solved by Chinese intervention
proving the dependency on this country.*

Another example is China's enormous interest in the Black Sea, including Eastern and Central
Europe. In 2020 the turnover with Turkey was over 24 billion dollars. Additionally, it helped Ukraine
as it became the first partner of the country in trade after the conflict with Russia. The main powers
nowadays in Eastern and Central Europe are Russia, the United States, and China. China tries to lure
other countries by broad investment, but the true intentions of this country are hidden.*’

Statistics show, that 63% of the overall foreign debt of developing countries was related to China,
however, this number was not even 40% ten years ago. By this pace, China will emerge as the largest
creditor in 2030 with enormous power over other states.®® Eventually, it will lead to global leadership
as China's backbone is the economic vulnerability of the countries in which China invested money.*

In China-Armenia relations, it was the military dimension that drew more attention. Although the
Chinese authorities said to the Azerbaijani authorities, who reacted to their sale of missiles to Armenia,
"We are ready to sell you the same weapons", the visit of the Chinese Ministry of Defense delegation to
Armenia in August 2004 shows that China-Armenia relations are gradually developing. Meanwhile, the
share of China in foreign investments in Armenia is supposed to greatly rise in the upcoming period. On
October 15, 2001, China Shanxi Synthetical Rubber Group Co., Ltd., on the production of synthetic
rubber. The signing of a 100-million-dollar Sino-Armenian joint investment agreement between Nairit
and Armenia is considered one of these indicators.

In China-Azerbaijan relations, the issues of giving importance to energy and territorial integrity
come to the fore. China has started to be closely interested in the energy sector of Azerbaijan and has
entered the oil sector as of 2003. The Chinese oil company Shengli Oil, which has been negotiating
since mid-2002 on the operation of the Pirsaat oil field and conducted a pact with the Azerbaijan State
Oil Company (SOCAR) on June 4, 2003, also started partnership in the Karachukur oil field operation

% Habsi, H. (2021) Economic Development vs Debt Trap: Is China's involvement in East Africa's
economy a front to take over the region for strategic purposes? A case study of Tanzania. available at:

https://www.modul.ac.at/uploads/files/Theses/Bachelor/Undergrad 2021/BSC 2021/1821039 AL HABSI Hamed Bachelo
r_Thesis.pdf

% Vestikavkaza (2020). Ymo mewaem Kumato Ha FOxcHom Kaskase?. available at:
https://vestikavkaza.ru/analytics/cto-mesaet-kitau-na-uznom-kavkaze.htm| (Accessed: 2 May 2024).

36 Were, A. (2018). Debt Trap, Chinese Loans and Africa’s Development Options. available at:

https://saiia.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Policy-Insights-66.pdf

$"Ertem S.H. (2021). Karadeniz rekabetinde yeni kiiresel oyuncu: Cin. FiKirturu. available at:
https://fikirturu.com/jeo-politika/karadeniz-rekabetinde-yeni-kuresel-oyuncu-cin/ (Accessed: 2 May 2024).

% schia, . (2021). Cin'le Iktisadi Iliskilerin Perde Arkasi. Birikim. available at:
https://birikimdergisi.com/haftalik/10597/cin-le-iktisadi-iliskilerin-perde-arkasi (Accessed: 2 May 2024).

9TRT World (2020). How China’s debt trap diplomacy works and what it means. available at:
https://www.trtworld.com/africa/how-china-s-debt-trap-diplomacy-works-and-what-it-means-32133
(Accessed: 2 May 2024)
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with the agreement signed on June 18, 2004.

Conclusion

Azerbaijani government implements its joint projects in cooperation with China only using its
investment. Also, the fact that Azerbaijan has rich energy resources and acts as a gas exporter for large
projects such as TANAP and TAP, which provide Europe with energy, causes a conflict of interests
between Europe, Turkey, and Russia, as well as China. For this reason, China's complete economic
influence on Azerbaijan seems unlikely.

As for Georgia, it is more actively involved in import-export operations with China than with
Azerbaijan and Armenia. While Georgia's main importing partner is Turkey, its top exporting
destination is China. Georgia borrowed from China several times in the early 2000s. However, this
amount was much lower than the debts received by European Union states like Germany. Taking into
account all of these factors, it should be noted that the likelihood of Georgia becoming a victim of
China's debt diplomacy and falling into a debt trap is very low.

Taking into account the political and economic climate of Armenia today, its borders with
Turkey being closed and being at war, it is very important for Armenia to develop relations with China
as a new ally and to participate in joint projects. However, China's interests in Armenia collide with
those of Russia and Iran. Considering Armenia's attempts to cooperate with China, the size of the
country's foreign debts, and the current political and economic situation, it can be finalized in terms of
the relatively higher possibility of the country being adversely affected by China's debt diplomacy.

A lot of African countries stopped borrowing money from the West and started to rely on China,
which eventually led to the "debt trap". It seemed especially attractive as it provided preconditions of
"good governance" and the appearance of "no strings attached”. The major lesson to not occurring in
the "debt trap™ was related to borrowing money only if there's the necessity and the amount that a country
can return in the future.*

China helps developing countries and they occur to be in the "debt trap" because of
underdeveloped local institutions, a low level of domestic savings, and the incompetence of authorities
in debt management. The debt challenges along with already existing economic difficulties played a
vital role in the Chinese "debt trap" policy.*

Summarizing all the data about the Chinese "debt-trap" policy, the situation of South Caucasus's
dependency on China is unlikely to happen. Various factors preventing this outcome from happening
should be considered: the financial well-being of the state; already existing other sources of income in
terms of natural resources and international trade; and existing interested sides in the South Caucasus
like Russia, Iran, Turkey. Even the current debt of these countries to China is payable proving the
financial independence of these countries. This serves as clear proof, that the South Caucasus is a strong
region and the relationship with China is fully under control and will not affect the future of Azerbaijan,
Georgia, and Armenia.

It should be mentioned, that the limitations of the thesis are connected to the possible scope of
work. The main information has theoretical background and is based on scientific and political literature.
The topic itself is controversial and a lot of experts are discussing this issue from different angles. This
work is qualitative in terms of used literature but does not include interviews with geopolitical experts,
which could give additional and precise information based on their opinions and experience.

The work may serve as a ground for future research. Certain opinions about Chinese
relationships with other countries cannot be formalized because of different opinions from geopolitical
experts, but the work shows the probability of a negative Chinese policy called a "debt trap”. The
materials from this thesis can be used by others who are trying to prove this Chinese policy. Statistical
graphics, comparative methods, examples of other countries, and how they occurred in the "debt trap”
may be especially useful to prove this type of Chinese policy.

%0 EPRC (2021). How Uganda can avoid China debt trap. available at:
https://eprcug.org/eprc-highlights/how-uganda-can-avoid-china-debt-trap/ (Accessed: 2 May 2024)
1 Interchopen (2020). Belarus-China: Avoiding the “Debt Trap”. available at:
https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/75896 (Accessed: 2 May 2024)
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