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From the Editor

In her article “Digital Capitalism Unveiled: Understanding Its Impact for Society
through Cases of Facebook and Uber”, Cansu Arisoy Gedik analyzes digital
technologies, particularly Facebook and Uber, that reshape traditional economic
paradigms, influencing consumption and employment significantly. Gedik uses
Dan Schiller’s theoretical framework in her paper to examine the impacts of these
technologies on economic structures and social behaviors, alongside the associated
risks through the lens of political economy. She makes a critical analysis through
the case studies of aforementioned technologies, i.e. emblematic of social media
networks and the gig economy respectively. According to the author, Facebook,
with its business model based on the commodification of user data, exemplifies
digital capitalism’s vulnerabilities as showcased during the Cambridge Analytica
scandal, where data privacy breaches had far-reaching implications on policy and
regulatory frameworks. This incident emphasizes the urgent need for strict data
protection laws that mandate clear user consent and ensure data mobility. On the
other hand, Gedik argues that Uber’s model highlights the unstable nature of gig
work under digital capitalism. By classifying drivers as independent contractors,
Uber not only minimizes costs but also shifts substantial risk onto the workers,
illustrating the need for policies that redefine worker classifications and provide
comprehensive rights and benefits to gig workers. As a result, the author argues
that these case studies not only reflect Schiller’s critique of digital economic
models, but also emphasize the transformative potential of digital technologies,
stressing the need for robust regulatory frameworks that protect interests of all
stakeholders in the digital capitalism ecosystem.

In his article “A Period of Uncertainties in French Politics: An Analysis of Second
Macron Presidency and Beyond”, Ozan Ormeci makes an analysis of President
Emmanuel Macron’s political strategy and the governmental crisis in 2024 in
line with the French constitution and in light of the specific characteristics of
the semi-presidential system. His article is based on the statements of French
political leaders as primary sources and the news in the French press as secondary
sources in order to analyze the 2024 French government crisis through a case
study method. Ormeci tries to analyze President Macron’s strategy to preserve his
power and his reactions to the governmental crisis. He concludes that although
the government crisis seem resolved with the appointment of Michel Barnier as
the Prime Minister by President Macron, political problems are possible in the
country’s future when the polarized political environment and political system in
France are considered. Ormeci adds that unless a new political actor is born in
the future, Macron will continue playing a critical actor in French politics despite
his deficiencies.



In their article, “The Relationship Between Rising Nationalism, Migration and
Terrorism in the European Union: A Conceptual Analysis”, Melek Ozlem Ayas
and Zeynep Ece Unsal analyze the rising nationalist movements in Europe
from a conceptual point of view by focusing on the concepts of migration and
terrorism. In this context, they analyze how the concept of migration and its
movements are perceived within Europe and the European Union in a way to feed
security concerns. They argue that analysing the increasing terrorist incidents
in Europe not only from a security perspective, but also in the light of different
but interconnected concepts such as migration and nationalism will enable an
understanding of situations such as the risk of marginalization of migrants, states’
perception of migration as a threat and the implementation of harsh migration
policies accordingly. Their study takes Europe and the European Union as a
geographical constraint and takes the terrorist act of 2001 as a turning point,
which gave rise to a new perspective for many concepts. At the end of their study,
the authors conclude that there is an accepted connection between terrorist acts
in Europe and the phenomenon of migration, which also has a projection of the
concept of nationalism.

In his article “Regional People’s Reaction to Putin'’s Regime: The Example of
the Russia-Ukraine War”, Sehavet Neciyev argues that after Vladimir Putin took
office in 1999, he made close alliances with some of the countries’ leaders that
were part of the former Soviet Union and claimed to be a regional power. Putin has
often managed to oppose the colonial policies of Western countries with his close
allies. However, since Putin and his close allies could not meet the democratic
demands of the societies they governed, they were forced to pursue oppressive
policies. The author adds that while geopolitical tensions, economic inequalities,
unemployment problems, injustice, corruption, and environmental problems
in the countries under the pressure of the Russian administration continued to
grow, the people preferred to remain silent because they were afraid of the law
enforcement forces. However, unlike other countries, the people in Ukraine
managed to unite against the Putin regime and voice their reaction. Therefore,
the reactions of the Ukrainian people reflect the anger of the entire people of
the region living under the oppression of the Putin regime. In his study, Neciyev
uses the qualitative research methodology. He first analyzes Putin’s regime in the
context of the system theory, and, then, in the second stage, he discusses Putin’s
article “About the historical unity of Russians and Ukrainians”. Neciyev’s study
tries to answer why the people in the region do not welcome the Putin regime. In
the conclusion part, he answers this question and suggests that the authoritarian
leaders should respect their people’s rights, decrease income inequality and
corruption as well as protect judicial independence. Otherwise, he suggests that
societies under authoritarian regimes should change their rulers if they want to



live in a peaceful and prosperous environment like the European countries.

In their article “The Other Colonial Empire: Reconsidering the Soviet Rule in the
Caucasus and Central Asia Through a Post-Colonial Lens”’, Oguzhan Goksel and
Natavan Hiiseynova argue that the rule of Soviet Union over the Caucasus and
Central Asia represents a significant, but overlooked case of colonialism within
the development studies literature. Despite extensive Post-Colonial critiques
of Western imperialism, the Soviet Union’s role as a colonial power in Eurasia
remains largely underestimated. The authors argue that this oversight may stem
from the ideological affinity between Marxism and Post-Colonialism, with many
scholars — sympathetic to various strands of Marxist ideology —reluctant to critique
the Soviet Union. In their study, Goksel and Hiiseynova thry to re-conceptualize
Soviet policies in the Caucasus and Central Asia such as encompassing political
repression, economic exploitation, and cultural assimilation as forms of colonial
domination by using the Post-Colonial theoretical framework. In addition, the
Soviet Union’s practices in these regions mirror those of Western colonial empires
including forced collectivization, resource extraction, and cultural suppression.
In their study, Goksel and Hiiseynova seek to fill a crucial gap in the literature
by offering a nuanced understanding of Soviet imperialism and contributing to a
broader discourse on the nature of colonialism beyond Western contexts.

We thank all authors for their contribution to this issue with their analytical and
valuable pieces. We are also very grateful to our colleagues, particularly our
assistant Ecem COSAR CANLIER, the Rector of IAU, Professor Ibrahim Hakk1
AYDIN, and the President of IAU, Professor Mustafa AYDIN, for their continued
support for the FCPE.

Assoc. Prof. Murat KASAPSARACOGLU
Assist. Prof. Hazar VURAL JANE
Editors









Cansu ARISOY GEDIK

DIGITAL CAPITALISM UNVEILED:
UNDERSTANDING ITS IMPACT FOR SOCIETY
THROUGH CASES OF FACEBOOK AND UBER

Cansu ARISOY GEDIK"
Assistant Professor, Istanbul Kent University, Public Relations and Advertising
ORCID: 0000-0001-7231-8139. Email: cansu.arisoy@kent.edu.tr

ABSTRACT

The convergence of digital capitalism and political economy offers a
profound area for exploration, highlighting the complex interactions
between technology and economy in today’s global digital landscape.
Central to this study are the digital technologies that reshape traditional
economic paradigms, influencing consumption and employment
significantly. Utilizing Dan Schiller’s theoretical framework, this paper
examines the impacts of these technologies on economic structures
and social behaviours, alongside the associated risks through the lens
of political economy. A critical analysis is presented through the case
studies of Facebook and Uber, emblematic of social media networks and
the gig economy respectively. Facebook, with its business model based
on the commodification of user data, exemplifies digital capitalism’s
vulnerabilities as showcased during the Cambridge Analytica scandal,
where data privacy breaches had far-reaching implications on policy and
regulatory frameworks. This incident emphasizes the urgent need for
strict data protection laws that mandate clear user consent and ensure data
mobility. Uber’s model highlights the unstable nature of gig work under
digital capitalism. By classifying drivers as independent contractors, Uber
not only minimizes costs but also shifts substantial risk onto the workers,
illustrating the need for policies that redefine worker classifications and
provide comprehensive rights and benefits to gig workers. These case
studies not only reflect Schiller’s critique of digital economic models
but also emphasize the transformative potential of digital technologies,
stressing the need for robust regulatory frameworks that protect interests
of all stakeholders in the digital capitalism ecosystem. This analysis
contributes significantly to our understanding of digital capitalism,
particularly in how it interfaces with governance and societal structures,
offering critical insights into the formulation of policies that safeguard
social and economic welfare in the digitized age.

Keywords: Digital Capitalism, Economic Transformation, Data Privacy,
Gig Economy, Societal Change

* Research Article, Received: 10.02.2024, Accepted: 23.10.2024
In this article, Ethical Committee Approval is not needed.
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DIJITAL KAPITALIZMIN ACIGA CIKISI: FACEBOOK
VE UBER ORNEKLERI UZERINDEN TOPLUMSAL
ETKILERININ ANLASILMASI

0Z

Dijital kapitalizm ile ekonomi politigin yakinsamasi, giinlimiiziin kiiresel
dijital ortaminda teknoloji ve ekonomi arasindaki karmasik etkilesimleri
vurgulayarak derin bir aragtirma alani sunmaktadir. Bu caligmanin
merkezinde de geleneksel ekonomik paradigmalar yeniden sekillendiren,
tiiketimi ve istihdami 6nemli Slclide etkileyen dijital teknolojiler yer
almaktadir. Dan Schiller’in teorik c¢ergevesini kullanan bu makale, bu
teknolojilerin ekonomik yapilar ve sosyal davranislar tizerindeki etkilerini
ve ilgili riskleri ekonomi politigin merceginden incelemektedir. Sirasiyla
sosyal medya aglarinin ve esnek ekonominin sembolii olan Facebook
ve Uber’in Ornek olay incelemeleri aracilifiyla elestirel bir analiz
sunulmaktadir. Facebook, kullanici verilerinin metalagtirilmasina dayanan
1s modeliyle, veri gizliligi ihlallerinin politika ve diizenleyici gergeveler
iizerinde genis kapsamli sonuglara yol acan Cambridge Analytica
skandali sirasinda sergilenen dijital kapitalizmin giivenlik agiklarina
ornek teskil etmektedir. Bu olay, ac¢ik kullanici rizasini zorunlu kilan
ve veri hareketliligini glivene alan kati veri koruma yasalarina olan acil
ihtiyact vurgulamaktadir. Uber’in modeli, dijital kapitalizm altinda gecici
islerin istikrarsiz dogasini vurgulamaktadir. Uber, siiriiclileri bagimsiz
ylikleniciler olarak siniflandirarak yalnizca maliyetleri en aza indirmekle
kalmaz, ayn1 zamanda 6nemli riskleri ¢alisanlarin {izerine yikar; bu da
is¢i siniflandirmasini yeniden tanimlayan ve is calisanlarina kapsaml
haklar ve faydalar saglayan politikalara olan ihtiyac1 gostermektedir.
Bu vaka caligmalar1 yalnizca Schiller’in dijital ekonomik modellere
yonelik elestirisini yansitmakla kalmaz, ayn1 zamanda dijital kapitalizm
ekosistemindeki tiim paydaslarin ¢ikarlarini koruyan saglam diizenleyici
cercevelere olan ihtiyaci vurgulayarak dijital teknolojilerin doniistiirticii
potansiyelini de vurgular. Bu analiz, dijital kapitalizme iliskin anlayisa,
ozellikle de yonetim ve toplumsal yapilarla nasil etkilesime girdigi
konusunda 6nemli 6l¢iide katkida bulunarak, dijitallesen ¢agda sosyal
ve ekonomik refahi koruyan politikalarin formiilasyonuna yonelik kritik
iggoriiler sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dijital Kapitalizm, Ekonomik Doniisiim, Veri
Gizliligi, Gig Ekonomisi, Toplumsal Degisim
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INTRODUCTION

The intersection of digital capitalism and political economy offers fertile
ground for inquiry, providing valuable insights into the intricate interplay
of technology, economics, and governance in our increasingly digitized
global landscape. Digital capitalism delineates an economic paradigm
propelled by digital technologies, platforms, and networks, exerting
profound transformations across production, consumption, and distribution
processes. Within the purview of political economy, scrutinizing this
phenomenon facilitates a critical examination of power dynamics,
regulatory frameworks, and socio-economic ramifications.

The primary aim of this paper is to explore how digital technologies redefine
economic architectures, influence social behaviours, and introduce new
risks. It also seeks to assess the varied effects of societal values, regulatory
frameworks, and power dynamics on the development and utilization
of these technologies. By employing a political economy perspective,
this study puts forward the complex interactions between technological
innovations and socio-economic structures. Illustrated through the case
studies of Facebook and Uber, this investigation contributes to a nuanced
understanding of the modern landscape of digital capitalism and its
extensive implications for governance and societal organization.

In this exploration of digital capitalism, Dan Schiller’s theoretical
framework serves as a guiding principle to navigate the complexities
inherent in this evolving economic landscape. Schiller’s conceptualization
of digitalization as a fundamental aspect of digital capitalism offers a
holistic perspective to dissect the integration of digital tools into production
processes. Through the lens of Schiller’s insights, the study unveils the
underlying mechanisms propelling the progression of digital capitalism and
its ramifications for contemporary economic frameworks. By embracing
Schiller’s theoretical framework, the research anticipates illuminating
insights into the transformative potential of digital technologies within
the capitalist economy, thus elucidating the intricate interplay among
technology, economics, and societal dynamics.

Two illustrative case studies—Facebook’s data commodification model
and Uber’s gig economy structure—provide empirical evidence of these
dynamics. Facebook, through its engagement in extensive data mining and
user surveillance, typifies the exploitative economic practices under digital
capitalism, as exposed by the Cambridge Analytica scandal. This incident
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not only highlighted the massive implications of data privacy breaches
but also triggered global discourse on the need for robust data governance
frameworks, exemplifying the critical need for transparency and user data
protection in digital platforms.

Conversely, Uber’s operational model, which classifies drivers as
independent contractors rather than employees, reflects the precarious
employment standards within the gig economy—a sector based on
digital platforms’ dominance. This classification minimizes labour costs
and maximizes operational flexibility at the expense of worker security
and benefits, thus sparking significant legal and social debates on the
redefinition of employment and labour rights in the digital age.

These case studies highlight the significant impact of digital technologies
on reshaping economic paradigms, deepening discussions on the socio-
economic and governance challenges brought about by digital capitalism,
as described by Schiller. They validate Schiller’s theoretical framework and
reveal how these theories play out in real-world scenarios, often revealing
problematic issues. This analysis provides a thorough view of how digital
technologies can be both transformative and disruptive. Furthermore, this
paper will suggest specific policy interventions aimed at reducing the
negative effects and maximizing the positive aspects of digital capitalism.
These policies will focus on refining regulatory frameworks, improving
labour conditions, and protecting data privacy, all with the goal of creating
a fairer digital marketplace.

RISE OF DIGITAL CAPITALISM: A NEW ERA UNFOLDS

The term “digital capitalism” came into use in the late 1990s to explain how
digital technologies were affecting the course of economic globalization.
However, there lacks a singular theory comprehensively elucidating the
origins and evolution of this phenomenon. Various concepts rooted in
Marxist theories delineate the novel dynamics of capitalism’s evolution
encapsulated by digital capitalism. These frameworks underscore the
significance of information and communication technologies engendered
by the globalization surge within capitalist structures. Pace introduces
several definitions of digital capitalism (Pace, 2018: 1):

Digital capitalism now signifies severalphenomenaat once: transformations
in technologies of production (Fuchs, 2013), in objects of production
(Nachtwey & Staab, 2015), in property regimes of ownership (Schiller,
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1999), in work styles of laborers (Betancourt, 2010, Qiu, 2014), and in
managerial styles of firms (Wajcman, 2015). The concept is effectively
working overtime, generating more confusion than clarity.

Among the scholars who studied digital capitalism, Dan Schiller (1999)
delineates the evolution of the digital capitalism concept. Within this
seminal work, American scholar Schiller emerges as the inaugural critic of
the capitalist underpinnings driving the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) revolution. Employing empirical analyses of various
industries, he demonstrated the pervasive integration of information
networks within the capitalist economy and culture to an unprecedented
extent. These networks have emerged as indispensable instruments for
capitalist advancement, precipitating a notable transition in the political
economy toward digital capitalism. Schiller shifts the focus from solely
examining the new economic dynamics resulting from the digital
technological revolution to exploring the intrinsic connection between
digitalization and capitalist evolution that is based on information and
communications technologies.

In Schiller’s view, the Internet and large telecommunications systems have
made it easier for economic activities to happen across borders, which
has greatly increased the cultural and social effects of capitalism. Schiller
explores the concept of digital capitalism by examining digitalization, which
entails the use of digital tools for production. This practice not only enhances
efficiency but also exerts a substantial influence on both the economy and
politics, surpassing mere facilitation of corporate communication. Schiller
underscores the surge in digitalization, particularly coinciding with the
ascendancy of neoliberalism, and emphasizes the concurrent proliferation
of the internet.

Schiller believes digital capitalism highlights the increasing importance
of communication and information in the global economy. The rise of
the information-driven economy, especially during the 1990s, triggers
significant changes in economic transitions. In essence, digital capitalism
denotes a form of capitalism conducted primarily through internet
connectivity. This highlights the crucial role of the internet in shaping the
new economic landscape, as it serves as the foundational infrastructure for
digital capitalism to thrive. Through the lens of Schiller’s insights, exploring
the internet’s role becomes essential in understanding how communication
and information technologies have fundamentally reshaped economic
structures and dynamics in the contemporary era.
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EXPLORING THE INTERNET’S ROLE IN SHAPING THE NEW
ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE

Neoliberalism, perceived as a contemporary phase of capitalism emerging
in the mid-1970s, attained global diffusion throughout the 1980s and
burgeoned into a worldwide phenomenon by the 1990s. Within this
paradigm of capitalism, the acquisition of knowledge and information
constitutes the foundation for accumulation and profit: “The slippery
and uncertain structure of the internet is affected by the structure of the
neoliberal environment and its results can be easily manipulated. The
internet connection, which allows the right to be accepted as wrong and
the wrong as right, needs to be viewed together with the neoliberal policies
that dominate today” (Celik and Arisoy, 2015: 4).

The contemporary manifestation of capitalism, referred to as digital
capitalism, originated in the 1970s and has experienced steady growth since
the late 1980s. According to Schiller (2023: 527): “during the 19" and early
20™ centuries, capitalist industrialization reorganized every major sector
while also establishing new industries; so too today, a digital growth pole
has been activated generally.” This activation has led to various changes.

Firstly, there has been a restructuring and automation of production
and management processes centred around information. This entails a
fundamental transformation in how goods and services are produced and
managed, with a strong emphasis on leveraging information technologies.

Secondly, there has been a heightened level of adaptability in product
manufacturing and procedural workflows. This increased flexibility allows
businesses to respond more dynamically to changing market demands and
technological advancements.

Thirdly, there has been a dispersion of production and decision-making,
giving rise to a novel hierarchical model characterized by network
utilization. This decentralization of operations enables greater agility
and responsiveness within organizations, fostering innovation and
collaboration.

Lastly, there has been the emergence of extensive collaboration among
enterprises, alongside the establishment of new business divisions both
within and across sectors. This collaborative ecosystem facilitates
knowledge sharing, resource pooling, and joint ventures, driving
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synergies and enhancing competitiveness in the global marketplace.
Today “from production and commerce to socialization and political
mobilization, from governance and finance to urban development and
labour relations, it is hard to imagine a domain that has not been subject
to the multifaceted implications of digital platforms” (Yesilbag, 2022:
1). Therefore, throughout this transformation, telecommunications have
become essential in both developed and underdeveloped economies.

From the 1990s onward, during the Internet era, the United States
underwent a phase that dubbed the new economy, characterized by low
inflation rates, robust employment figures, and swift economic expansion.
This period lauded the information technology revolution, fostering a
belief that concepts such as the knowledge economy and the information
economy held the potential to resolve all capitalist challenges:

In the development of America’s ‘new economy’in the 1990s we can place
the role of the fourth wave of soft-tech development on a par with the
activating forces of information technology. Soft technology innovations,
such as global management, venture capital, innovation in the stock
market, transnational merger techniques, virtual organization techniques
and modern physical distribution technology have prepared the way for the
rapid application of information technology, the Internet and biotechnology
in the world’s markets; and they have enabled overall improvements in
industrial efficiency, as well as facilitating the development of intellectual
service industries (Jin, 2005: 25-26).

Schiller notes that the notion of the information economy blurs the line
between perceiving information solely as a practical instrument and as a
commodity generated by individuals employed to sell in the market for
wages. Nevertheless, during the 1990s, digital capital had not yet fully
evolved into digital capitalism:

This split had not yet occurred in 1999, when I first framed an account
of digital capitalism. At that time, the US enjoyed unchallenged primacy.
Indeed, with the collapse of the Soviet Union, the decision by China's party-
state to reinsert China into global capitalism; and the immobilization of the
Non-Aligned Movement — the anti-imperialist bloc formed decades before
by nations of the Global South - the United States seized the opportunity
during the 1990s to reorder the world. (Schiller, 2023: 528).
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Today, in modern times, the world has witnessed the widespread adoption of
internet, mobile devices, digital platforms, Internet of Things (IoT), Virtual
Reality (VR), Big Data and Artificial Intelligence (Al). These developments
have propelled the digital economy to the forefront of socioeconomic
progress, showcasing both its benefits and drawbacks. This surge in
digitalization has sparked a considerable increase in interest surrounding
digital capitalism and related concepts. Various terms such as “digital
capitalism,” “digital economy,” “platform economy,” have emerged to
delineate novel organizational structures reliant on digital technology. The
digital economy incorporates data and digital knowledge as crucial elements
of production, utilizing modern information networks and information and
communication technologies (ICT) to improve productivity and strengthen
economic structures. The platform economy revolves around efficiently
orchestrating social production and reproduction processes by harnessing
the capabilities of data collection, transfer, calculation, and processing.
Lafuente (et al., 2022:3) call this as “the platformization of the economy”
and emphasize that it “has reshaped the structure of markets. In this new
context, digital platforms have become the leaders of the digital platform
economy with private regulatory power”. In this sense, digital platforms are
very important for both the digital economy, where economic activities are
done using digital technology, and the platform economy, which looks at
how businesses organize their production methods. So, these platforms are
key players in both types of economies. In the context of digital capitalism,
the examination of digitalization’s impact on capitalism encompasses an
analysis of how these platforms shape economic activities and production
methods within the broader capitalist system.

Digital capitalism closely examines how digitalization affects the way
capitalism works, using a perspective like classical Marxist analysis.
Considering historical patterns, the emergence of digital capitalism can
be discerned from capitalists’ efforts to address economic challenges.
During the 1970s, confronted with economic stagflation—characterized
by a combination of stagnant economic growth and high inflation—and
heightened international competition, Western nations sought to elevate
interestrates and enhance competitiveness. To attain this goal, they instigated
transformations within their economies through the adoption of disruptive
innovation. At the core of this transformation was the digital economy,
which spearheaded a revolutionary shift in production methodologies via
advancements in information technology. Not only did it furnish digital
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infrastructure conducive to globalization and financialization, but it also
evolved into a pivotal component of monopoly capital.

Throughout the last decades, the fluctuations in digital capital have
emerged as a crucial facet of the evolving capitalist economy. It resembles
a historical ledger documenting capitalists’ attempts to navigate economic
crises, alternating between success and failure. “Geographically, this
‘world economy’ of the sixteenth century expanded to western, southern,
and east-central Europe, and included the Mediterranean, Latin America,
and the coast of West Africa” (Heller, 2020: 82). According to Marx’s
theory, as capitalism advanced through industrialization, it led to the
creation of a global market, increased connections between economies
worldwide, defined how labour was distributed globally, and allowed
the Britain to become dominant in international trade across various key
industries. In this sense, Silverwood and Berry emphasize that (2023:
123) “state capitalism in Britain has rarely been bound to the geographical
limitations of the nation-state; it has been a transnational project, centred
variably on empire, Europe and the global market, with industrial policy
tailored to enable the British economy to exploit and/or service these
various spaces by ‘making markets’ (meaning creating, structuring, and
sustaining markets)”.

Thus, when assessing the impact of digital capitalism on the global market,
it is important to consider its role in driving globalization and the growth
of platform capital. While digital capitalism often presents itself as an
economic revolution, it can also mask issues like privatization, exploitation,
and inequality. Additionally, noticeable changes in consumption and
employment have emerged as these processes became increasingly digital
and modernized.

EVOLUTION OF CONSUMPTION: THE DIGITAL CAPITALIST
SHIFT

Under the auspices of digital capitalism, significant shifts have transpired
not only in employment patterns but also in consumption dynamics. The
digital economy has significantly revolutionized daily purchasing habits,
offering greater convenience, variety, and personalization. Furthermore,
it has enhanced backend operations such as logistics and warehousing,
resulting in cost reductions and expedited transactions: “During the period
following the Covid-19 pandemic, we observe that a large portion of
shopping centres have transitioned to digital platforms. During this time,
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internet users have become accustomed to shopping online for various
reasons, making e-commerce platforms increasingly the new living spaces
of the digitalized consumer [...] Even sellers who resisted switching to
e-commerce until [the pandemic period] were forced to sell online” (Arisoy
Gedik & Pirol, 2022: 150-151). Digital capitalism has brought about
significant modernization in consumption patterns, which plays a crucial
role in generating surplus value. The sector associated with consumption
in the realm of digital capitalism is experiencing rapid growth, outpacing
the overall growth rate of the Gross Domestic Product (Ding & Chai, 2022:
37). As aresult, it has become a significant source of wealth for digital
capital on a global scale.

Online shopping platforms have become predominant in the retail
sector due to their capabilities in intelligent product recommendations,
personalized matching, one-click purchasing, expedited delivery, end-to-
end tracking, and incorporation of consumer feedback for enhancement.
As a result, in these days “consumption is no longer simply an activity
arising out of necessity. It has become a part of people’s lifestyles” (Arisoy
Gedik & Pirol, 2022: 144). Numerous service platforms have swiftly seized
market share by leveraging many digital resources and live interactions.
Consequently, online media, social networking sites, video streaming, and
gaming platforms have emerged as primary arenas for cultural consumption
among people.

Wi-Fi has become as indispensable as air and water in contemporary times.
Digital capitalism has significantly transformed consumption patterns
in the digital era, particularly through the proliferation of e-commerce
platforms. These platforms serve as key components of digital capitalism,
leveraging digital technologies to facilitate online transactions between
consumers and businesses. With the ease of online shopping, consumers
can now browse and purchase a wide variety of products and services
with just a few clicks, and this is transcending geographical boundaries
and time constraints. This seamless integration of technology into the
consumption process has reshaped traditional retail practices, leading to a
paradigm shift in how goods and services are bought and sold. Moreover,
e-commerce platforms often employ data-driven strategies to personalize
the shopping experience, leveraging consumer insights to tailor product
recommendations and marketing campaigns. This convergence of digital
capitalism and e-commerce underscores the symbiotic relationship between
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technological innovation, consumer behaviour, and economic dynamics in
the digital age.

The evolution of e-commerce within digital capitalism has significant
implications for information security too. As exemplified by platforms
like Facebook, as consumers increasingly engage in online interactions
the volume of sensitive data exchanged over digital channels has surged.
However, this increased connectivity also exposes individuals and
businesses to greater risks of data breaches, cyber-attacks, and identity
theft. In the digital capitalist context, where data is a valuable commodity,
solid information security measures are crucial to protect against these
evolving threats.

As a result, while e-commerce offers unprecedented convenience and
accessibility, it also underscores the need for vigilant risk management
strategies to reduce the inherent vulnerabilities of digital interactions.
These platforms illustrate the critical balance between leveraging data for
business innovation and ensuring the privacy and security of users in the
digital capitalist era.

EVOLUTION OF RISK: INFORMATION SECURITY IN DIGITAL
CAPITALISM

Givenconsumers’significant daily engagement with social media platforms,
marketers increasingly prioritize designing advertising campaigns that
enhance customer engagement to maximize the effectiveness of their
advertisements. This trend is further amplified by the growing influence of
influencer marketing. The integration of personalized ads into consumers’
social media feeds is considered the most effective method for promoting
brand or product recall. On one hand digital capitalism has increased
consumption efficiency, on the other hand it has introduced consumers to
widespread risks, notably including information security vulnerabilities.

Today, for elevated ease of access, consumers are required to grant access
to their personal data, thereby jeopardizing data security. Furthermore, the
collection of consumer preference data for personalized advertising aims
to influence purchasing decisions, often leading to irrational and excessive
spending. This is an issue that is also studied psychologically (Pellegrino, et
al.: 4). When consumers shop online, excessive, or unnecessary purchases
may develop compulsive buying. Compulsive buyers prefer to use the
Internet or social media to avoid others discovering their dysfunctional
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purchase behaviour and to avoid being exposed to others’ opinions; as
a result, compulsive buyers who usually shop to improve their feelings
or relieve psychological pressure are more prone to Internet compulsive
buying intentions and behaviours.

Consumer traits might be employed for screening purposes, leading to
instances of price differentiation or potential access bias. For example,
individuals may be denied access to private healthcare coverage or
employment interviews on digital platforms based on certain unfavourable
traits revealed by their data. It is crucial to acknowledge that while
data-driven decision-making can bolster efficiency, it also elicits ethical
apprehensions, particularly when it engenders discrimination or unjust
treatment predicated on personal characteristics.

There are many examples of how consumer characteristics can lead
to either price discrimination or access discrimination. For example,
e-commerce platforms leverage consumer data to dynamically adjust
prices based on variables such as geographic location, browsing history, or
device type. For instance, individuals residing in affluent neighbourhoods
may encounter higher product prices compared to those in less prosperous
areas. Insurance providers also utilize personal data, including health
records and lifestyle choices, to ascertain premium rates. This could result
in individuals with specific health conditions or high-risk behaviours
facing elevated premiums or even being denied coverage entirely. In the
realm of online recruitment, some organizations deploy automated systems
to analyse applicants’ personal data. If certain attributes are perceived as
unfavourable, such as age, gender, or socioeconomic status, this could lead
to discriminatory practices during the hiring process. Financial institutions
similarly employ personal data to evaluate lending risk, with individuals
possessing lower credit scores or financial behaviours potentially
offered loans with higher interest rates compared to those with more
favourable financial profiles. Finally, admission processes at educational
institutions may be influenced by personal data, potentially leading to
discriminatory outcomes. Algorithmic biases could favour applicants from
specific demographic groups, thereby impacting access to educational
opportunities. Additionally, misuse of consumer privacy data poses risks
such as financial fraud and personal attacks. Furthermore, the societal
emphasis on garnering a large online following and attention exacerbates
issues like cyberbullying.
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Another risk associated with digital capitalism pertains to diminished
information quality. Despite the aggregation of vast amounts of data at a
minimal cost, there has been insufficient improvement in the calibre and
variety of information. For instance, the integrity of search engine ranking
mechanisms, whether they are organic or influenced by capital, is often at
odds with the profit model of digital capitalism.

Other risks pertain to information distraction, where individuals across
various age groups, including teenagers, adults, and the elderly, have
access to valuable digital resources but often find themselves immersed
in continuous online entertainment. Therefore, in our day, personal
progress in the digital age relies on using digital tools effectively for self-
improvement, while avoiding distractions online. In this sense, in July
2018, the French Parliament passed legislation prohibiting elementary and
middle school students from bringing “cell phones and other electronic
communication devices [...] [to] kindergartens, elementary schools, and
middle schools” (Library of Congress, 2018). This development brings us
to the concept of “attention economy” which was originally introduced by
Herbert A. Simon in the late 1960s as stated by United Nations Economist
Network (2023) to describe the challenge of information overload within
an economic framework. However, its relevance has surged in recent years,
particularly with the proliferation of the internet, which has exponentially
increased the availability of content. In this digital landscape, attention
has emerged as the scarce resource that dictates the consumption of
information, with an abundance of content vying for limited attention
spans (United Nations Economist Network, 2023). According to Reena
and Udita (2020: 1), the phenomenon also known as “the goldfish effect”
suggests that users’ attention spans on social media average are around
8 seconds. This limitation provides marketers with a brief window of
opportunity to convey their messages effectively and influence consumers’
perceptions.

Within the framework of digital capitalism, the Internet transcends its
traditional role as a sole communication and production tool; instead, it
serves as a crucial gateway to access information. Information exerts a
profound influence on the industrial domain, governing inputs, operations,
and the allocation of digital capital for profit, transcending its conventional
status as a mere commodity. Financial monopolies’ strategic investments
in information technology underscore a critical aspect of employment
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dynamics in the digital capitalist era. In this respect Schiller states that:
“to understand digital capitalism therefore requires us to look beyond
the familiar suppliers of consumer markets — Google, Meta, Amazon,
Microsoft, Apple — to include both many diversified suppliers and, above
all, corporate tech users on the demand side” (2023: 527).

Schiller’s statement emphasizes the need to broaden our understanding
of digital capitalism beyond the prominent consumer market suppliers
such as Google, Meta (formerly Facebook), Amazon, Microsoft, and
Apple. He suggests that it is essential to consider not only these well-
known companies but also the diverse range of suppliers and, importantly,
the corporate users of technology on the demand side. In other words,
Schiller is advocating for a more comprehensive analysis that includes
not just the major tech companies but also the various entities that utilize
digital technologies for their operations and activities. By doing so, we
can gain a deeper understanding of how digital capitalism operates and
its implications for different stakeholders in the economy. By leveraging
advancements in data acquisition, transmission, and processing, these
entities maintain a stronghold over the financial landscape, perpetuating
the legacy of financial monopoly capitalism.

This emphasis on data-driven power dynamics highlights the digital
capitalist framework, where access and control over data play vital roles.
Similarly, Schiller’s statement underscores the importance of considering
corporate tech users on the demand side, which aligns with the emphasis
on data-driven power dynamics and the evolving nature of employment
within the digital capitalist framework. This highlights the central role of
data access and control in shaping employment opportunities and dynamics
in the digital era. This issue touches on the critical role of data in modern
digital capitalism, a theme that is exemplified through the case study of
Facebook, particularly during the Cambridge Analytica scandal.

CASE STUDY 1: FACEBOOK AND DATA PRIVACY

By leveraging advancements in data acquisition, transmission, and
processing, entities like Facebook maintain a stronghold over the financial
landscape, perpetuating the legacy of financial monopoly capitalism in the
digital age.

Facebook’s model of data commodification shows how digital platforms
use user-generated content as a core asset, turning privacy into a
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commodity and manipulating consumer behaviours through precision
targeting. The Cambridge Analytica scandal serves as a stark example of
how such practices not only influence economic and social behaviours but
also have profound political implications, thereby intensifying the need for
comprehensive data governance frameworks which will be given in detail
below.

Based on Schiller’s analysis underlining the importance of considering
corporate tech users, in the context of Facebook, the platform’s strategy to
maximize revenue through data exploitation illustrates the central role of
data access and control in shaping broader socio-economic dynamics. This
case highlights the complex interplay between technological advancements
and socio-economic structures within digital capitalism, emphasizing the
transformative yet disruptive impact of digital technologies on societal
organization.

This alignment with Schiller’s theoretical insights into digital capitalism
reveals the profound implications of data-centric business models on the
global economic landscape, reflecting both opportunities and challenges in
ensuring fair employment practices, protecting user privacy, and regulating
monopolistic behaviours in the digital era. This captures the complexities
and ethical considerations surrounding Facebook’s business model in the
digital capitalism era, particularly in relation to data commodification and
its broader socio-economic impacts. This leads directly to the necessity for
solid policy frameworks to address these issues which can be found below:

Given Facebook’s model of leveraging user-generated data, there is
a critical need for strict data protection laws that go beyond existing
frameworks like the GDPR. Policies should enforce not only consent
but also clarity on how data is used, ensuring that users are fully aware
of the implications of their consent.

Policies should require platforms like Facebook to disclose their data
processing and monetization practices transparently. This includes
detailed reports on what data is collected, how it is used, and who it is
shared with, providing users with clear information and control over
their data.

Regulations should ensure that companies using data-driven models
for revenue also commit to fair employment practices. This includes
providing fair compensation and career development opportunities to
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employees whose work supports data collection and analysis functions.

Considering the Cambridge Analytica scandal, there is an evident need
for stricter oversight of political advertising on social media platforms.
Policies should ensure transparency of funding sources, the authenticity
of message origins, and strict penalties for misinformation.

Comprehensive consumer data rights legislation that empowers
users with ownership rights over their digital data, thus limiting how
corporations can exploit personal information for profit should be
implemented.

These policy offerings specifically target the critical issues arising from
Facebook’s data-centric practices. They strive to harmonize the economic
advantages of digital technologies with the imperatives of privacy,
consumer protection, and equitable socio-economic structures. By
adopting these policies, governments and regulatory bodies can safeguard
against the adverse effects of digital capitalism’s growth, ensuring it does
not undermine individual privacy, democratic integrity, and fair market
competition. This approach aligns with Dan Schiller’s perspectives
on digital capitalism, emphasizing the necessity for a comprehensive
regulatory strategy that addresses both the benefits and challenges of the
digital economy, especially concerning employment, privacy, and socio-
economic equality.

EVOLUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: DYNAMICS IN THE DIGITAL
CAPITALIST ERA

In digital capitalism, the structure of employment has exhibited heightened
flexibility and adaptability, marked by the swift and efficient dissemination
of job market information. This period has witnessed a proliferation
of diverse part-time employment opportunities, concomitant with the
burgeoning prevalence of alternative employment structures such as the gig
economy and sharing economy. To start with the gig economy, it involves
a scenario where numerous self-employed individuals provide services
and receive compensation based on the completion of tasks, facilitated by
online intermediaries. On the other hand, the sharing economy revolves
around the utilization of underutilized resources and time through rental
agreements to engage in economic transactions.

The concept of the gig economy emerges in the process of sharing
economy. It is a free-market system where organizations and freelancers
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participate in short-term work arrangements. McKinsey (2023) defines it as
deriving primary income from independent work. We now have access to
project-based work and flexibility in our working hours. According to the
ADP Research Institute, the gig economy has grown by 6 million people
since 2010 (Lin, 2021). Furthermore, it is stated that (TeamStage, 2021)
about 76% of gig workers indicate that they will not give up this type of
employment method for a full-time job, largely due to the advantages of this
type of employment. With the increasing popularity of “gigging,” which
involves engaging in multiple freelance jobs simultaneously, according to
Gallup data, 36% of US workers were involved in the gig economy in
2018. The gig economy is projected to constitute 40% of the American
workforce by 2020. Also, it is expected that the size of the gig economy,
based on the principle of resource sharing, will reach $335 billion by 2025
(Hunt and Samman, 2019: 10).

Throughout history, technology has continuously shaped the way we
work in every sector. During the days when we had to work from home
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the impact of technology on the work
environment was felt in a radical way. While the effects of the pandemic
may have been devastating, working by utilizing all the possibilities of
technology has also created opportunities for many skilled workers who
could not adapt to traditional working hours due to living conditions. In
particular, women often have to choose between their careers and their
lives at home. However, the pandemic has changed the world and led us
to embrace entirely new life norms, all under the overarching influence
of digital capitalism, which leverages technology to reshape economic
structures and work dynamics.

In the realm of digital capitalism, workers experience a dichotomy of
effects, encompassing both advantageous and detrimental outcomes.
Positively, this paradigm fosters adaptability among workers, encouraging
skill development that may culminate in augmented remuneration and
diminished susceptibility to complete unemployment. However, it is
imperative to acknowledge that the heightened flexibility in employment,
particularly evident in large corporations and digital platforms,
predominantly serves the interests of these entities, affording them
enhanced autonomy in recruitment practices and workforce organization.
The primary focus lies in companies’ endeavours to procure labour
at minimal expense, minimizing associated risks and responsibilities
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while maintaining a substantial pool of available workers. Furthermore,
capitalism has pervaded individuals’ daily routines through communication
media, subtly blurring the distinction between leisure and work hours by
shaping our time allocation patterns. In several countries, there has been
a growing trend of newly created jobs being part-time and characterized
by instability. As a result, the working class, or proletariat, is increasingly
vulnerable and exposed to higher levels of risk in terms of employment
security and financial stability.

The advent of technologies such as data analytics, cloud computing, and
artificial intelligence, originally envisioned to facilitate human progress and
contribute to endeavours such as ecological preservation, peacekeeping,
and global equity, have been co-opted as instruments for profit generation
and reproduction within the realm of digital capitalism. Today, instead
of reducing how much capitalists exploit people, digital technology has
expanded the ways they exploit people’s work by involving every aspect
of their lives through digital media. Digital labour generates a substantial
volume of data for online platforms, which subsequently accrues as digital
capital. Digital capitalists perpetuate the expansion of this digital capital by
extracting surplus value from digital labour. The contemporary endeavour
to exert control over and derive profit from the internet manifests as a
subtler yet more potent manoeuvre than previous iterations.

In the current era dominated by digital capitalism, there is a noticeable
decrease in the availability of secure, full-time employment positions.
Industries such as retail, publishing, manufacturing, and even education,
with the rise of online training opportunities, are considered traditional
sectors that have particularly felt the effects of digital capitalism. In both
developed and developing countries, jobs in labour-intensive sectors have
been replaced due to the increasing presence of technology conglomerates,
Al, data analysis, and digital platforms. Nonetheless some of the giant
technology firms have been known to achieve significant valuations with
relatively small numbers of employees. Hartmans (2020) mentions that
“by the time Instagram was bought by Facebook in 2012, it only had 13
employees — including founders Kevin Systrom and Mike Krieger”.
Furthermore, Uta (2018) states that one week following its launch,
Instagram had 100.000 users and by December 1 million users and by
2013, WhatsApp had 200 million active users and a staff of 50 (...) In
2014, WhatsApp was acquired by Facebook for $22 billion.
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Another notable facet of employment is the growing prevalence of the
piece-wage system. As Ding and Chai state (2022: 39), Karl Marx viewed
the piece-wage system as the most fitting form of compensation within
the capitalist mode of production. With the progress of data computing,
storage, and transmission, digital capitalism has attained increased
authority over work procedures. As a result, the piece-wage system, which
compensates workers based on the amount of work completed, is not limited
to traditional manufacturing and service sectors. It has expanded into
advanced scientific and technological service domains, exemplified by the
gig economy. Under various labels like “crowdsourcing, subcontracting,
and outsourcing” (ibid.), this model has increased the workload and risks
for workers. While some workers may receive higher pay, the majority
face greater exploitation.

A different characteristic of employment involves the increasing fusion of
working hours with leisure time. During the Industrial Revolution: “as the
US became industrialised, so households had more luxuries and whale oil
lamps were greatly desired. Public buildings were lit by them” (Pitt, 2022).
In parallel with this development, contemporary digital communication
technologies and the immediate competitive demands enforced by digital
capitalists exacerbated this trend.

As a result, digital workers may experience sleep deprivation due to
the incessant demands of the digital economy. Social communication
applications and platforms have integrated into professional environments,
shaping work dynamics in the digital era. Notably, terms such as “996”
and “007” have emerged to characterize work schedules prevalent in
contemporary workplaces (Jie, et al., 2022). “996” denotes a schedule
requiring people to work from 9 AM to 9 PM for six consecutive days
each week; while “007” conveys the expectation of perpetual availability
for work, symbolizing readiness to work 24/7. These terms have gained
currency as buzzwords within the digital landscape, shedding light on
the demanding and connected work cultures, particularly prevalent in
the technology sector. This is exemplified by the case of Uber, a central
player in the gig economy, which has reshaped labour relations through its
operational model.

CASE STUDY 2: UBER AND THE GIG ECONOMY
Uber, asaflagship ofthe gigeconomy, capitalizes on the digital infrastructure
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to facilitate a marketplace where drivers, as independent contractors,
offer transportation services. This model is reflective of the heightened
flexibility and adaptability, where employment is no longer tied to long-
term engagements but is project-based and task-oriented. Uber’s platform
allows drivers to connect with customers efficiently, exemplifying the fast
dissemination of job market information and the accessibility of part-time
work.

However, this model also raises critical questions regarding the stability
and security of such employment, as drivers do not receive the same
benefits or protections as full-time employees. In the context of Uber, there
are potential offerings related to policy that could be considered:

Given how gig work operates on platforms like Uber, it’s important to
create policies that better define worker classifications. These policies
should set clear criteria to distinguish between independent contractors
and employees, ensuring that workers involved in key activities of a
platform are recognized as employees and receive the benefits they
deserve.

Policies could mandate that gig economy platforms contribute to a fund
that provides gig workers with social security benefits such as health
insurance, pension contributions, and unemployment benefits. This
would address the lack of security and benefits typically associated with
gig work.

Implementing minimum wage guarantees for gig workers could ensure
they earn a liveable income despite the fluctuating nature of gig work.
This policy could help reduce the financial instability often faced by
workers in gig economy roles.

New laws and regulations could be put in place to make platforms like
Uber responsible for their workers’ well-being. This would include
making sure that fare details are clear, there are ways to address
complaints, and safety standards are upheld.

Legislation that allows benefits to be carried from one gig job to
another, helping workers who engage with multiple platforms to
maintain continuous coverage and accumulate benefits across gigs can
be supported.

These policy offerings are consistent with the overarching theme of digital
capitalism, addressing both the flexibility and the inherent insecurities of
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gig economy work structures. The objective of advocating for these reforms
1s to maximize the advantages of the gig economy while minimizing its
associated risks, thereby ensuring that the digital transformation of the
job market positively influences worker welfare and economic stability.
This strategy supports workers’ rights and contributes to the stabilization
of the gig economy sector, enhancing its sustainability within the digital
economic landscape.

CONCLUSION

Digital capitalism has truly transformed how businesses function, moving
from traditional models that struggled with data extraction to platforms
that effectively utilize the vast potential of big data. This change is clearly
demonstrated through the case studies of Facebook and Uber, which each
represent different aspects of digital capitalism.

Facebook, for instance, shows the monopolistic tendencies that can arise
within digital capitalism. By mastering data acquisition, transmission,
processing, Facebook has not only established a dominant position within
the social media landscape but also set precedents for how personal data
can be commodified and utilized to drive significant economic gain. The
Cambridge Analytica event underlined the profound implications of
such data practices, highlighting the need for enhanced data protection
regulations and transparency in data usage, as discussed in the policy
offerings of this article. These reforms aim to reduce the risks associated
with data monopolies and ensure a fairer digital marketplace.

Uber exemplifies the rise of new economic models such as the gig
economy. By leveraging digital platforms to connect freelance workers
with customers, Uber has facilitated a flexible yet unstable employment
model. The gig economy, while offering independence and flexibility, also
exposes workers to significant economic vulnerabilities due to the lack
of traditional employment protections. The proposed policy regulations in
this article (such as redefining worker classifications, ensuring minimum
wage guarantees, and establishing platform accountability) aim to address
these challenges, promoting a more sustainable and equitable gig economy.

Furthermore, the shift towards digital capitalism has indeed escalated the
risks associated with digital operations, particularly cybersecurity threats
and privacy breaches. These concerns necessitate solid cybersecurity
frameworks and privacy laws to protect both businesses and individuals
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from potential harms, ensuring the integrity and security of digital
interactions.

Consequently, the intersection of digital capitalism and political economy
unveils a dynamic landscape where technology, economics, and governance
converge. Through the theoretical lens provided by Dan Schiller, this
paper has explored how digital technologies reshape economic paradigms,
influencing everything from consumption to employment.

The case studies of Facebook and Uber, along with the associated policy
offerings, have been instrumental in illustrating the complex interplay
between technology and socio-economic systems. By considering these
examples and embracing Schiller’s framework, this study has aimed to
illuminate the transformative and disruptive potential of digital technologies
within the capitalist economy, providing a deeper understanding of digital
capitalism’s contemporary landscape and its implications for governance
and societal organization.
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2017 yilindan beri Fransa siyasetine damgasini vuran geng¢ ve liberal
Cumhurbaskant Emmanuel Macron, 2017 ve 2022’de iki defa
cumhurbagkanligi secimlerini kazanmasina karsin, ilk donemde sahip
oldugu Ulusal Meclis ¢ogunlugunu ikinci iktidar doneminde kaybetmis
ve 2024 Avrupa Parlamentosu ve erken parlamento se¢imleri sonrasinda
Fransa’da bir hiikiimet krizi ortaya c¢ikmistir. Bu makalede, Fransiz
anayasast dogrultusunda ve yar1 baskanlik sisteminin kendisine 6zgii
nitelikleri 15181nda, Cumhurbaskani Macron’un siyasi stratejisi ve 2024
yilindaki hiikiimet krizi degerlendirilecektir. Makale, 2024 Fransa hiikiimet
krizini vaka analizi yontemiyle incelemek amaciyla, birincil kaynak olarak
Fransiz siyasi liderlerin agiklamalarina ve ikincil kaynak olarak Fransiz
basimninda yer alan haberlere dayanmaktadir. Makalede, Cumhurbagkani
Macron’un iktidarini koruma stratejisi ve bu kapsamda gelisen hiikiimet
krizine verdigi tepkiler degerlendirilecektir.
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A PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTIES IN FRENCH
POLITICS: AN ANALYSIS OF THE SECOND MACRON
PRESIDENCY AND BEYOND

ABSTRACT

Since 2017, the young and liberal President Emmanuel Macron has
dominated French politics. Although he won the presidential elections
twice in 2017 and 2022, he lost his National Assembly majority in his
second term in power and a governmental crisis emerged in France after the
2024 European Parliament and early parliamentary elections. This article
evaluates President Macron’s political strategy and the governmental crisis
in 2024 in line with the French constitution and in light of the specific
characteristics of the semi-presidential system. The article is based on the
statements of French political leaders as primary sources and the news in
the French press as secondary sources in order to analyze the 2024 French
government crisis through a case study method. This article evaluates
President Macron’s strategy to preserve his power and his reactions to the
governmental crisis.

Keywords: Emmanuel Macron, France, French Domestic Politics,
Semi-Presidency, Michel Barnier
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GIRIS

Fransa’da 2024 yili Haziran ayinda yapilan Avrupa Parlamentosu
secimlerinde partisi ve secim ittifakinin yeterli basariy1 gosterememesi
iizerine 2017°den beri {llkeyr yoOneten Cumhurbaskant Emmanuel
Macron erken se¢im kararr almis, 30 Haziran ve 7 Temmuz tarihlerinde
iki turlu olarak diizenlenen 2024 erken parlamento secimlerinde ise
geng cumhurbagkaninin 2027°de sona erecek ikinci donem gorev siiresi
oncesinde tilkedeki islerin pek de 1yi gitmedigini gosterircesine, muhalefet
partileri ve ittifaklari, iktidar partisi ve ittifakindan daha iyi bir performans
gostermistir. Cumhurbaskan1 Macron, bu sonuglarin ardindan yenilgiyi
kabul ederken, 2024 Paris Yaz Olimpiyat Oyunlari’nin aciliyetini gerekge
gostererek Bagbakan Gabriel Attal’in bir siire gorevine devam edecegini
aciklamis ve Olimpiyatlar sonrasinda da yeni hiikiimetin kurulmasi i¢in
farkli siyasal aktorlerle goriismelere baglamistir. Macron’un bu goriismeleri
neticesinde, iki ay kadar siiren bir hiikiimet krizinin ardindan deneyimli bir
merkez sag politikact olan Michel Barnier, Eyliil ay1 baginda basbakan
olarak atanmustir.

Fransa Cumhurbaskani Emmanuel Macron, makalede agiklanacagi sekilde,
bu kriz doneminde de -Onceki siyasal tavrina benzer sekilde- asir1 sol ve
asir1 sag alternatifler karsisinda kendisini merkezdeki makul gii¢ olarak
konumlandirmaya c¢alismis ve bu dogrultuda basbakan se¢imini de su an
icin Fransa Ulusal Meclisinde kiigiik bir parti olan Cumhuriyetciler’den
(Les Républicains) Michel Barnier’yi atayarak gerceklestirmistir. Ancak
Macron’un parlamento se¢imlerini ilk sirada tamamlayan sol blokun
onerdigi basbakan adayini atamak istememesi, Besinci Cumhuriyet
Fransiz teamiillerine aykir1 bir hareket olarak tepki ¢ekmis ve Macron’u
zor durumda birakmustir. Hatta bu nedenle, sol blok, Macron’un gorevden
alinmasi (destitution) i¢in harekete dahi ge¢cmistir (France.info, 2024).

Bu c¢alismada, Fransiz anayasasi, son yillarda diizenlenen se¢imlerin
sonuclari, Onemli Fransiz siyaset¢ilerinin agiklamalart ve Fransa
siyasetine dair yazilan ikincil kaynaklardan (gazete haberleri, raporlar vs.)
faydalanilarak, Fransa’da ikinci Macron doneminde olusan siyasi belirsizlik
ve hiikiimet krizi analiz edilmeye ve Cumhurbaskani Macron’un siyasal
stratejisi incelenerek, Fransa’nin siyasal gelecegi adma c¢ikarimlarda
bulunulmaya calisilacaktir.

Giincel olmasinin da etkisiyle Tirkiye’de gazete haberlerinin 6tesinde
akademik olarak neredeyse hi¢ calisilmayan bu konuda yazilmis fazla
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kaynak bulunmamaktadir. Buna karsin, Macron’un se¢ildigi dénemde
Fransa siyasetini ve ilk iktidarini inceleyen Ozan Ormeci ve Temmuz
Yigit Bezmez imzali Fransa Siyaseti ve Dis Politikasi (Ormeci & Bezmez,
2019) ve yine Ormeci imzali ve Macron’un ikinci defa cumhurbagskani
secildigi se¢im siirecini analiz eden bir akademik c¢alisma (Ormeci,
2022/a) bulunmaktadir. Uluslararas1 alanda ise, William Drozdiak imzali
ve Macron’u “Avrupa’nin son lideri” olarak degerlendiren 6nemli bir
calisma bulunmaktadir (Drozdiak, 2020).

Fransa siyasetine dair giincel akademik literatiiriin 6zellikle Tiirkiye
baglaminda kisith olmasi sebebiyle, bu caligma, temelde birincil kaynak
olarak dnemli siyasetciler tarafindan yapilan agiklamalar ve ikincil kaynak
olarak da Fransa’daki gazete haberlerinden yola ¢ikilarak olusturulacak ve
bu sekilde literatiirdeki eksiklik de giderilmeye gayret edilecektir.

ARKA PLAN: SIYASETE GOKTEN DUSEN BiR LIBERAL
OLARAK EMMANUEL MACRON’UN 7 YILLIK PERFORMANSI
Fransa’da 2017 ve 2022 yillarinda st iiste iki defa cumhurbaskani secilen
liberal siyaset¢ci Emmanuel Macron, Fransiz Sosyalist Partisi’nden (PS)
cumhurbagkan1 segilen Frangois Hollande’in iktidar1 doneminde (2012-
2017) iki sene kadar (2014-2016) Ekonomi Bakanlig1 yapmis olmasina
karsin, siyasi kariyerini biiyiik Olciide parti desteginden ziyade Fransiz
sermayesi, Fransiz basin-yaym kuruluslart ve uluslararasi basindan
gencligi ve liberal fikirleri sayesinde aldig1 destege bor¢ludur. 2016 yilinda
Sosyalist Partili Cumhurbaskan: Frangois Hollande’in popiilaritesinin
diplere vurdugu ve halkin geleneksel merkez sol ve merkez sag partilerden
uzaklastig1 bir donemde geng ve yeni bir siyaset¢i olarak bir anda sivrilen
Macron, bu sayede basarilt bir siyasal kariyerin temellerini atmaya
baslamis ve medyanin da yogun destegiyle, adeta siyasi parti kurarak
iktidara yiiriimeye zorlanmistir.

Liberalizmin genis kitleleri orgiitleme kapasitesinin diisiik oldugunu bilen
ve siyasete girmeden dnce bankaci olarak gérev yapan Macron, bu nedenle
iktidarini akiler stratejilerine borgludur. PS’den ayrilmasinin akabinde once
2016 y1li Nisan ayinda Yiirtyiis (EM/En Marche!) adl1 bir siyasi platform
olusturan Macron, daha sonra (4 Agustos 2017) bu platformu Cumhuriyet
Yiirtiytisii (LREM/La République en Marche) adli merkez cizgideki bir
siyasi partiye doniistlirmiistiir. Macron’un partisi, 2022 yilinda ise ismini
Ronesans (RE/Renaissance) olarak degistirmistir. LREM ve RE, Macron’un
2017°den beri siiren iktidar1 boyunca diger merkez/liberal partiler ile se¢cim
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ittifaki yaparak cumhurbagkanligi, parlamento ve Avrupa Parlamentosu
secimlerinde iddiali olmaya ¢alismistir. Once Birlikte (Ensemble) (2021-
2021), daha sonra da Cumhuriyet Icin Hep Birlikte ittifak1 (Ensemble pour
la République) (2021-2024) adli bu ittifak sayesinde, Macron, Frangois
Bayrou’nun lideri oldugu merkezdeki Demokrat Hareket (MoDem/
Mouvement démocrate), eski basbakani Edouard Philippe’in lideri oldugu
liberal cizgideki Ufuklar (HOR/Horizons), Laurent Hénart’in yOnettigi
merkezci Radikal Parti (PR/Parti Radical) ve Hervé Marseille tarafindan
yonetilen merkez saga yakin Demokratlar ve Bagimsizlar Birligi (UDI/
Union des Démocrates et Indépendants) gibi kiiciik partilerle se¢im ittifaki
kurarak ikinci doneminde de parlamentodaki cogunlugunu korumaya
ve iktidarin1 boliinmez sekilde devam ettirmeye calismis, ancak bunda
basarili olamamustir.

2017 yilinda girdigi ilk cumhurbaskanlifi se¢iminde merkez sag
Cumbhuriyetgiler (Les Républicains/LR) partisinin iddiali aday1r Frangois
Fillon, Sosyalist Partili (PS) Benoit Hamon, sol/asir1 sol unsurlardan
olusan Boyun Egmeyen Fransa (La France Insoumise/LFI) aday1 Jean-
Luc Mélenchon ve iilkedeki sosyoekonomik sorunlara ve son yillarda
yogunlasan gogle ilgili endiselere paralel olarak popiilaritesi giderek
artan asir1 sag Ulusal Cephe’nin (Front National/FN) adayr Marine Le
Pen ile yarisan Macron, yiizde 24 oyla ilk turu ilk sirada tamamlamis ve
yiizde 21,3 oy alan Le Pen ile ikinci tura kalmistir (Ormeci, 2017: 81).
Macron, ikinci turda ise Cumhuriyetgi hassasiyetler ve asiri sagin iktidara
gelmesi korkusunu iyi kullanarak ve katildigi tartisma programinda Le
Pen karsisinda daha bilgili ve rakamlara hakim bir siyaset¢i olarak halk
nezdinde giiven toplayarak yiizde 66,1 oyla rahat bir sekilde cumhurbagkani
secilmistir (Ormeci, 2022/a: 7).

iktidara gelmesinin ardindan hemen En Marche! (EM) hareketini
Cumhuriyet Yiirtytisi (LREM) olarak partilestirme siirecine yoOnelen
Macron, kisisel popiilaritesiyle birlikte olusan medya destegi sayesinde
ve Fransa’da siyasete girmek isteyen gen¢ ve basarili profesyonelleri
etrafinda  toplayarak, Edouard Philippe liderligindeki partilesme
asamasindaki siyasal/toplumsal hareketinin biiyiik basarisiyla 2017 yili
Haziran ayindaki parlamento se¢imlerinden mutlak iktidarini kurarak
cikmistir. Oyle ki, LREM, 577 sandalyelik Ulusal Mecliste 350 civarinda
(MoDem’le birlikte) milletvekilligi ile rahat bir Gistlinliik kurmus (Bezmez,
2017) ve Macron i¢in adeta siyasi “dolce vita” doneminin yasanmasini
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saglamistir. Bu sayede ilk 5 yillik cumhurbagkanligi doneminde Fransa’y1
biiyiik 6l¢iide kendi ideolojisi ve tercihleri dogrultusunda sekillendiren
Cumhurbaskan1 Macron, Fransa’nin kiiresel rekabet kapasitesini arttirmak
adina piyasa reformlarina yonelmis, ancak bu reformlarin, artan gegim
zorluklariin ve Macron’un halka kars1 kibirli oldugu iddia edilen
durusunun da etkisiyle tilkede Sar1 Yelekliler (Gillet Jaunes) adiyla biiyiik
protesto gosterileri diizenlenmistir (Ormeci, 2019: 44-49). Macron’un ilk
5 yillik iktidarinda, ayrica, COVID-19 (koronaviriis) gibi beklenmedik
bir kiiresel afet yasanmis ve tiim diinyada tedarik zincirlerini degistiren
ve ekonomileri bir yil boyunca kiiglilmeye zorlayan pandemi, geng
cumhurbaskanmin performansim olumsuz yonde etkilemistir (Ormeci,
2022/a: 10). Macron’un ilk iktidar doneminde yasanan bazi radikal
dinci motifli terdr olaylar1 da Fransa giindemini siklikla mesgul etmistir
(Ormeci, 2022: 10-11). Macron, bu ilk doneminde, basbakan olarak bir
aralar popiilaritesi kendisini de asmaya baslayan Edouard Philippe (2017-
2020) ve sonrasinda daha az renkli ve teknokrat-biirokrat egilimli bir
siyaset¢i olan Jean Castex (2020-2022) ile calismustir.

Macron’un bu ilk donemi; medya goriiniirligli, popiilarite ve piyasa
reformlar1 anlaminda basarili, keza Almanya basta olmak {lizere Avrupa
Birligi (AB) ile uyumlu iligkiler baglaminda verimli, kariyerli kadinlar
ve umut veren genclerin Fransa siyasetine eklemlenmesi anlaminda ¢ok
duyarl ve basarili, pandemiyle miicadele anlaminda elestirilere ragmen
gecer not alan, ancak iilke genelinde ekonomik refahin yiikseltilmesi,
Fransiz halkinin sosyoekonomik beklentilerinin tatmin edilmesi ve Afrika
basta olmak iizere Fransa’nin geg¢miste daha etkili oldugu bdlgelerde
siyasal niifuzunu ve ekonomik giiclinii korumasi baglaminda vasat bir
performansla ge¢cmistir. Ekonomik olarak da Macron, vasatin {izerinde
performans gostermesine karsin?, The Economist’in ifadesiyle “aslinda
siyaseten basarili olmasina karsin halkin kotii  hissetmesine engel
olamamistir” (The Economist, 2021). Ayrica Macron, asirt sag FN ve
sol/asir1 sol LFI gibi partileri Fransiz kamuoyunun giindeminde tutarak,
kendisini Fransa’da Cumbhuriyet degerlerinin sigortast ve tek makul
secenek gibi gostermeye ¢alismis ve bu stratejisi -giiclii taban destegi
olmayan bir siyaset¢i olmasina da bakildiginda- aslinda oldukga basarili
olmustur.

2 Fransa ekonomisi 2017 yilinda yiizde 2,3, 2018 y1linda yiizde 1,9, 2019 yilinda yiizde 1,8 biiylimiis,
2020 yilinda pandemi etkisiyle yiizde 7,5 kii¢iilmiis, 2021 yilinda yiizde 6,4, 2022 yilinda da yiizde
2,5 biytimiistiir (World Bank Group).
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2022 yilinda anayasaya uygun olarak® ikinci donem adayligini ilan eden
Macron, bu defa daha zor kosullarda ancak yine favori olarak girdigi
secimde, ilk turda, FN’nin resmi ismini degistirmesi sonras1 Ulusal Birlik
(RN/Rassemblement National ) adin1 alan asir1 sagct hareketin adayi
Marine Le Pen’in yani sira, sol/asir1 sol LFI adayr Mélenchon, merkez
sag Cumhuriyet¢iler aday1r Valérie Pécresse, Sosyalist Parti (PS) aday1
Anne Hidalgo, ekolojist ¢izgideki Fransa Yesiller Partisi (EELV/Europe
Ecologie Les Verts) aday1 Yannick Jadot ve asir1 sag egilimli Yeniden Fetih
(Reconquéte) aday Eric Zemmour ile yarismis (Ormeci, 2022/a: 12-15) ve
ilk turda yiizde 28,5 oy alarak, ylizde 23,7 oy alan Le Pen’le birlikte ikinci
tura kalmustir. Ikinci tur dncesinde yine asir1 sagei bir liderin Fransa’nin
Cumbhuriyet degerleriyle uyusmayacagi korkusunu isleyen ve Le Pen’in
Rusya baglar1 ve ekonomi bilgisinin yetersizligi gibi konular1 iyi kullanan
Macron, bu defa yiizde 58,55 gibi 2017’ye kiyasla daha diisiik bir oyla
ikinci defa secilmeyi basarmistir (Ormeci, 2022/b).

Ancak sec¢imi kazanarak moral toplayan Macron, haziran ayinda yapilan
parlamento secimlerinde bu defa Ulusal Mecliste mutlak ¢ogunlugu
saglayamamis ve 245 oyda kalan Macron’un partisi LREM, sol/asir1 sol LFI
ve asirt sag RN’nin yiiksek oy oranlar1 nedeniyle, gen¢ cumhurbagkanina,
ikinci doneminde, yar1 baskanlik sisteminin uygulandig: Fransa’da, ancak
daha zay1fbir hiikiimet kurma imkan1 saglayabilmistir (Ormeci, 2022/c). Bu
baglamda, Macron, 2017-2022 dénemindeki mutlak iktidarinin ardindan,
ikinci doneminde, meclis ¢cogunlugundan yoksun ama partisinin halen
iilke ¢apinda ilk sirada oldugu kismi iktidarin1 kurmus ve cumhurbagkani
ile bagbakanin farkl siyasal parti ve egilimlerden oldugu bir model olan
kohabitasyon (cohabitation) riskini bertaraf edebilmistir. Bu yenilgisinin
ardindan Elisabeth Borne basbakanliginda yeni kabinesini olusturan
Macron, 9 Ocak 2024’¢ kadar Borne’u basbakanlikta tutmus, bu tarihte
ise gencligiyle dikkat ¢eken bir diger popiiler siyasetci olan Milli Egitim
Bakani Gabriel Attal’1 bagbakanliga getirmistir.

Ancak bu siiregte medyada ve halk nezdinde ekonomik durgunluk nedeniyle
tepkileri goglislemek durumunda kalan Macron, tiim ¢cabasina karsin iilkesi
ve Avrupa genelinde asir1 sol ve asir1 sagdaki ylikselisin Oniine set olmay1
basaramamis ve radikal akimlar Fransa’da her gecen giin gii¢ kazanmaya
baslamistir. Nitekim 2024 y1l1 haziran ayinda yapilan Avrupa Parlamentosu
secimlerinde, Le Pen ile birlikte geng lider Jordan Bardella’nin siirtikledigi

* 1958 tarihli Fransiz Besinci Cumhuriyet anayasasinin 6. maddesine gore, bir cumhurbaskani aday1
tist Giste iki defa 5 yilligina cumhurbaskant se¢ilme hakkina sahiptir (Conseil Constitutionnel: 5).
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asir1 sagc1 Ulusal Birlik, yiizde 31,5 oyla tarihinde ilk kez Fransa’daki
birinci parti olmay1 basarmis, Macron’un partisi Ronesans da yiizde
14,6 oyla ve acik ara farkla ikincilikte kalinca iilkede olas1 bir asir1 sag
iktidara yonelik alarm zilleri calmaya baslamistir (Ormeci, 2024/a; Mese,
2024). Cumhurbaskan1 Macron ise se¢cim sonuglarinin yansittigi tabloyu
demokratik agidan sakincali bularak iilkede bir “temsil krizi” olduguna
hilkmetmis ve kendi ifadesiyle “siyasete netlik kazandirmak™ adina nadir
goriilen sekilde anayasanin 12. maddesindeki yetkilerini kullanarak
(Conseil Constitutionnel: 8) Ulusal Meclisi feshederek erken se¢im karari
almistir (Embel, 2024: 1).

Sonuglarin ardindan erken se¢im karari alarak bir¢oklarina gore biiyiik bir
“kumar” oynayan Macron (CNN, 2024; Politico, 2024), bu yaklagimiyla
yine asir1 sag ve asir1 sol tehdidi karsisinda iyi bir se¢cim kampanyasi ile
parlamentoda ¢ogunlugu saglayarak giiven tazeleyebilmeyi ummus; ancak
secim sonuglari, oldukca boliinmiis ve daginik bir meclis yapisina isaret
etmistir. Oyle ki, ikinci tur sonucunda birgok sol ve asir1 sol partinin;
Boyun Egmeyen Fransa/LFI, Sosyalist Parti/PS, Ekolojistler/LE ve
bir¢ok diger kiigiik sol parti katilimiyla olusturulan Yeni Halk¢r Cephe
(Nouveau Front Populaire NFP) 182 milletvekilligi ile ilk siray1 alirken,
Cumhurbaskan1 Macron ve Basbakan Gabriel Attal’in destekledikleri
liberal/merkez ¢izgideki Cumhuriyet i¢in Hep Birlikte Ittifaki (Ensemble
pour la République) (Macron’un partisi Ronesans, MoDem, Horizons ve
diger kiiciik merkez partilerin destekledikleri) 159 sandalyede kalarak
ikinci olmustur. Merkez sag Cumhuriyetgiler ancak 39 meclis sandalyesi
kazanabilirken, Jordan Bardella-Marine Le Pen ikilisinin liderligindeki
RN ise, ilk turda ¢ok basarili olmasina ve Bardella ile birlikte ikinci turda
basbakanlig1 kazanacak umudu vermesine karsin, ancak iilkedeki ti¢lincii
en biiyiik parti olmay1 basarmis ve yalnizca 142 milletvekilligi elde etmistir
(Ormeci, 2024/b; Pinar, 2024). Bu sekilde, RN, 2027 cumhurbaskanlig
secimleri dncesinde prestij kaybetmis ve asirt sagin cumhurbaskanligini
kazanmasimin Fransa’da kolay olmadig1 bir kez daha goriilmiistiir. Buna
karsin, parlamentodaki boliinmiisliik durumu ve partisinin artik en biiytik
meclis grubuna sahip olmamasi nedeniyle, Fransa basininda, Macron’un
da artik cohabitation tarzi bir yonetime mecbur kalacagi yorumlari
yapilmistir (Pateman & Geoffroy, 2024). Hatirlanacak olursa, Fransa,
Besinci Cumhuriyet doneminde daha 6nce 1986-1988 (cumhurbaskani
solcu Frangois Mitterrand, bagbakan merkez sagci Jacques Chirac), 1993-
1995 (cumhurbaskani solcu Mitterrand, basbakan Edouard Balladur) ve

144



Ozan ORMECI

1997-2002 donemlerinde (cumhurbaskani sagcit Chirac, bagbakan solcu
Lionel Jospin) cohabitation yonetimlerine taniklik etmistir (Pateman &
Geoffroy, 2024).

IKINCI MACRON DONEMINDE YENi HUKUMETiI KURMA
CALISMALARI

2024 erken parlamento se¢imleri sonucglarinin ardindan 2024 Paris Yaz
Olimpiyat Oyunlari’nin oncelikli gliindemi nedeniyle Basbakan Gabriel
Attal’in gorevine devam edecegini acgiklayan Macron, Olimpiyatlari
basariyla atlatmis ve bu siirecin ardindan mecliste yer alan farkli siyasal
parti ve ittifaklarin liderleriyle goriiserek yeni bagbakan ve hiikiimeti
olusturmak icin ¢aligmalara baglamistir. Anayasanin 12. maddesi geregi,
erken se¢imin ardindan sonuglarin anlamli bir ¢ogunluk olusturmamasi
ve verimli bir hiikiimet kurulamamasi durumunda bile bir yildan 6nce
secimin yenilenmesi miimkiin degildir (Conseil Constitutionnel: 8). Bu
nedenle, Macron’un bir sekilde yeni bagbakan ve hiikiimeti belirlemesi
gerekmekteydi. Fransiz yari baskanlik sisteminde, cumhurbaskani
tarafindan gorevi tevdi edilen yeni bir bagbakan ve hiikiimetin giivenoyu
almasina gerek yoktur. Buna karsin, anayasanin 49. maddesi geregi, Ulusal
Meclisin giivensizlik oyu vererek bir hiikiimeti diisiirme hakki saklidir
(Conseil Constitutionnel: 21). Bu anlamda, Fransiz tipi yar1 baskanlik,
1958-1962 doneminde Charles de Gaulle’iin Cezayir sorunu ve yonetim
krizini agmak i¢in pratik olarak gelistirdigi 6zgiin bir sisteme dayanmakta
olup, cumhurbaskaninin 1962 reformlariyla dogrudan halk oyuyla
secildigi iki baslt (bi-chéphale) bu sistemde basbakani se¢gme hakki olan
cumhurbagkani yiiriitme konusunda daha onde gelen makamdir (Embel,
2024: 4). Bu anlamda cumhurbagkaninin dnceligi bulunsa da, kuskusuz,
Ulusal Meclisteki ¢ogunluk nedeniyle segimleri kazanan partinin de
demokratik mesruiyet acisindan 6nemli bir giicii bulunmaktadir.

Secim sonuglarinin ardindan, asiri sag iktidar tehlikesine karsin 6nemli bir
atilim gosteren Jean-Luc Mélenchon liderligindeki LFI’nin basini ¢ektigi
sol Yeni Halk¢i Cephe (NFP/Nouveau Front Populaire) ittifaki, Paris
Belediyesinde calisan mali iglerden sorumlu iist diizey bir biirokrat olan
Lucie Castets’in yeni bagbakan olarak atanmasini talep etmistir. Ancak
Cumhurbaskan1 Macron, Castets’in adayligini kabul etmemistir (Euronews,
2024). Bu konuda fikir yiirtitmek gerekirse Macron’un sol/asir1 sol egilimli
bir hiikiimeti iktidara getirerek asir1 sagin daha da gliclenmesinden endise
etmesi, Castets’in milletvekili se¢ilmemis ve demokratik temsil zafiyeti
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yasayan bir aday olmasi ve Castets’in kuracagi hiikiimetin sag oylarla
kisa stirede giivensizlik oyu verilerek diisiiriilebilecegi gibi hususlardan
bahsedilebilir. Ayrica Ulusal Meclisteki aritmetik acisindan da, asir1 sol
egilimli bir hiikiimetin igbag1 yapmasi ve gorevde kalabilmesi daha zordur.
Nitekim Marine Le Pen, soldan gelen bir basbakan adayina asla onay
vermeyeceklerini ilan etmistir (Xerri, 2024).

Parlamento aritmetigine gore, 577 sandalyeli Ulusal Mecliste 289’luk
basit cogunlugu saglayabilecek formiiller soyledir:

+ Sol (NFP)-Merkez (Ensemble) koalisyonu,
+ Merkez (Ensemble)-Merkez Sag (LR)-Asir1 Sag (RN) koalisyonu.

* Ayrica yenilenecek parlamento se¢imleri veya 2027 cumhurbaskanligi
secimlerine kadar goérev yapacak cumhurbagkanimin destekledigi
teknokrat egilimli bir aznlik hiikiimetinin -ki bunun da daha cok
merkez (Ensemble), merkez sag (LR) ve sol ittifak icerisindeki 1liml
unsurlardan (PS ve LE gibi) olusmasi ve Mélenchon ve LFI’yi diglamasi
bekleniyordu- kurulmasinin da Cumhurbaskani Macron tarafindan
tercih edilebilecegi secim gecesi canli yayinda goriislerini dile getiren
bazi1 Fransiz siyaset gozlemcilerince ifade edilmistir.

Lucie Castets ihtimalinin ortadan kalkmasinin ardindan, Fransiz basini,
Cumbhurbagkant Macron’un eski cumhurbaskanlar1 Nicolas Sarkozy ve
Francois Hollande ile bir araya gelerek yaptig1 goriismelerin de etkisiyle,
yeni bagbakan olarak eski Sosyalist basbakan Bernard Cazeneuve ile
muhafazakar politikact Xavier Bertrand gibi isimler iizerinde durdugunu
yazmistir (Gatinois & Pedro & Telo, 2024). Macron, Cazeneuve gibi saygin
bir merkez sol basbakan ile sol ittifaki bolerek 1limli solu yanina ¢ekme
stratejisini uygulamak istemis olabilir (Foreks, 2024). Ancak merkez sol
cizgideki Fransiz Sosyalist Partisi lideri Olivier Faure, Cazeneuve’iin
projelerini 6grenmeden kendisine destek vermeyeceklerini agiklarken
(Chagno & Le Meneec, 2024), bu siirecte Fransiz basin1 Ekonomik, Sosyal
ve Cevresel Konsey (CESE) baskani Thierry Beaudet’yi de bir diger
alternatif basbakan aday1 olarak vurgulamistir (Jeanne, 2024). Beaudet,
sivil toplum ve cumhurbaskani arasinda koprii olabilecek bir isim olarak
one ¢ikarilmistir (France24, 2024/a).

Neticede, Cumhurbaskant Macron, 5 Eylil 2024 tarihinde Michel
Barnier’yi bagbakan olarak atamistir. Barnier, daha 6nce Cumbhuriyeti
Savunma Birligi (UDR/Union pour la Défense de la République),
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Cumbhuriyet Mitingi (RPR/Rassemblement pour la République) ve Halk
Hareketi Birligi (UMP/Union pour un Mouvement Populaire) gibi merkez
sag cizgideki Gauillist partilerden milletvekilligi ve bakanlik yapmus,
son olarak da Cumbhuriyetgiler partisi mensubuyken Avrupa Birligi adina
Birlesik Krallik’la yapilan Brexit miizakerelerini bagmiizakereci olarak
yonetmis ¢ok deneyimli bir siyaset¢idir (Euronews, 2024). Ileri yas
nedeniyle “Fransa’nin Joe Biden’t” olarak da nitelendirilen (#fi, 2024)
Barnier, AB i¢in kritik gorevlerde bulunmus ¢ok deneyimli ve siyaseten
ciddi diismanlar1 olmayan makul ve merkeze yakin bir isimdir. Atanmasi
sonrasi, Barnier, “Fransa’nin birlik ve saygiya ihtiyaci oldugunu” agiklamis
ve Italya ve Almanya gibi miittefik iilke liderlerinden gelen tebrikleri kabul
etmistir (France24, 2024/b).

Bu sekilde, Ulusal Mecliste simdilerde kiiciik bir grubu olan
Cumhuriyetciler, en az kotii tercih ve en biiytik ittifaki saglayabilecek taraf
olarak yeni hiikiimette etkili olabilecek ve basarili olmalart durumunda
merkez sagin yeniden yiikseligini saglayabilecektir. Atama sonrasinda, sol
ittifak NFP’den Barnier’nin mesruiyetini sorgulayan olumsuz agiklamalar
gelirken (Cassini & Telo, 2024), merkez, merkez sag ve asir1 sag RN’den
Barnier aleyhinde agiklamalar yapilmamasi dikkat ¢ekmistir (Guillou &
Lesueur, 2024). Bu baglamda denilebilir ki, Macron, gesitli sebeplerin
etkisiyle, merkez, merkez sag ve asir1 saga daha uygun bir bagbakan
atayarak asir1 solu dislayan bir hiikiimete yol vermistir. Hiikiimetin
basarili olmas1 durumunda bu, Barnier veya merkez saga hitap eden geng
bir liderin Oniinii agabilecekken, solun diglanmasi ve hiikiimetin basarili
olamamasi durumunda, sonraki cumhurbaskanligi se¢imlerinde solun
da ciddi bir ivme yakalamas1 miimkiin olabilir. Zira solun iktidara dahil
olmadig1 bir tabloda, Fransiz halki, sorumlulugu diger partilere yiikleyerek
ve agir1 sagin iktidara gelmesinden endise ederek, sonraki secimlerde 2024
Ulusal Meclis se¢imleri ikinci turunda oldugu gibi, asir1 sola meyleden sol
bir lider, ittifak ve programa (ge¢miste Frangois Mitterrand doneminde
oldugu gibi) rahatlikla yonelebilir. Barnier hiikiimetinin siyasi bir kriz
ortaminda giivensizlik oyu almasi da ihtimal dahilinde olsa da merkez
(cumhurbagkan1 bloku), merkez sag ve asir1 sagin destegi devam ederse
bunun olmasi beklenmemektedir.

Bu gelismenin ardindan solun Cumhurbagkant Macron’a yonelik tavri
daha da sertlesirken, Nouveau Front Populaire (NFP) ittifakinin en
biiylik partisi durumundaki asir1 sol egilimli Boyun Egmeyen Fransa
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(LFI) partisinin lideri Jean-Luc M¢élenchon, partisinin Cumhurbasgkani
Macron’un gorevden alinmasi i¢in bir yasa teklifi hazirladiklarini ilan
etmistir (Mélenchon, 2024). M¢élenchon, Besinci Cumhuriyet tarihinde
(The Conversation, 2024) nadiren goriilen bu gelismenin Cumhurbaskani
Macron’un se¢im sonuclarina saygili olmayan anti-demokratik tavri
nedeniyle yasandigini belirtmistir (Mélenchon, 2024). Mélenchon’un
iddias1 anayasal olarak gecerli olmamakla birlikte -zira anayasanin 8.
maddesinde cumhurbaskaninin kimi bagbakan atayacagina dair acik bir
hiikiim yoktur (Conseil Constitutionnel: 7)-, Fransiz anayasasinin 68.
maddesi, cumhurbagkaninin gorevlerinin devami agisindan agik ihlal
teskil eden bir durumda gorevden alinabilecegini belirtmektedir (Conseil
Constitutionnel: 29). Ayrica, siyasal teamiil geregi, basbakanin se¢imi
kazanan ittifaktan atanmas1 muhalefetin iizerinde durdugu bir husustur.

CUMHURBASKANI MACRON’UN SiYASi GELECEGI

Siyasete ¢ok geng yasta giren ve halen Oniinde uzun bir siyasi kariyer
yapma firsat1 olan Emmanuel Macron, daha 6nce cumhurbaskanliginin tist
iiste ancak iki donem yapilabilmesi kuralina karsi ¢ikan bazi agiklamalar
yapmis (Caulcutt, 2023) ve bu da Fransiz basininda Macron’un anayasanin
6. maddesini degistirerek daha uzun siire cumhurbagkanligi yapmak
istedigi algist yaratmistir. Macron, bu kurali Fransiz halkinin se¢im
yapma Ozglrliigiinii kisitlayan demokratik acidan sakincali bir husus
olarak vurgularken, LFI’den Mathilde Panot, bunun Macron’un otoriter
egilimlerini yansittigin1 sdylemis ve sarkastik bir bigimde “O halde
Imparator 1. Macron dénemini ihya edelim” seklinde bir ¢ikis yaparak
(Taskin, 2023), Macron’u Roma Imparatoru Caligula’ya benzetmistir
(Poincaré, 2023).

Bu konuya iliskin olarak, Macron miittefiklerinden Francois Bayrou,
Macron’un 2027°de degil ama bir donem ara verdikten sonra 2032’de
yeniden cumhurbaskani aday1 olabilecegini aciklamistir (Politico, 2022).
Le Figaro i¢in konuyu degerlendiren sadik Macron destek¢isi LREM’den
Richard Ferrand ise anayasadaki iki donem kuralinin degistirilmesini
tavsiye etmis ve bunun halk egemenligi Oniinde bir engel oldugunu
vurgulamistir (Gentilhomme, 2023). Konunun 1sinmasi {izerine basina
goriislerini agiklama ihtiyact hisseden Macron, 2024 y1li igerisinde yaptig1
aciklamada, “anayasay1 degistirme niyetinde olmadigini ama kisisel goriisii
sorulursa bu kural yerine karar1 segmenlere birakmanin daha demokratik
olacagini” ifade etmistir (Maillot, 2024).
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Tiim bu gelismelerle birlikte Macron’un bu husustaki genel tutumu dikkate
alindiginda, Fransiz basini ve kamuoyundan biiylik destek gelmedigi
slirece Macron’un anayasay1 degistirmeye yeltenmeyecegi ve bir donem
siyasete ara vererek, ilerleyen donemde uygun kosullar olusursa 2032 i¢in
yeniden kollar1 sivayabilecegi diisliniilebilir. Fransa siyasetini yakindan
gbézlemleyen bazi1 Tiirk ve Fransiz arastirmaci ve akademisyenlerle
yaptigim goriismeler neticesinde, Macron’un 2027 sonrasinda Uluslararasi
Para Fonu (IMF/International Monetary Fund), Diinya Bankas1 (WB/World
Bank) veya Avrupa Komisyonu gibi iist diizey bir Bati mengeli kurumda
en st diizey yOnetici olarak gorev alabilecegi ve daha sonrasinda uygun
kosullar olusursa 2032’de yeniden siyasete donebilecegi goriisii agirlik
kazanmaktadir. Elbette bunlar bilgi temelli siyasal gézlemlere (educated
guess) dayanmakta olup heniiz iddia diizeyindeki ham goriislerdir.

Cumhurbaskan1 Macronun 2024 Fransa hiikiimet krizi siiresince
gosterdigi performans ve sergiledigi tavirlar da diislintildiigiinde (asir1
solun basbakan adayimi atamak istememesi ve asir1 sag ile koalisyona
kapilar1 kapatmasi), cumhurbagskaninin klasik stratejisini stirdiirerek
asir1 sol ve asir1 sag karsisinda kendisini merkezdeki makul aday olarak
konumlandirmaya devam ettigi ve ancak kendisinin Fransa’yr layikiyla
yonetebilecegi algisint olusturup, ilerleyen donemlerde siyasi kariyerini
ilerletmek istedigi iddia edilebilir. Ancak elbette, bunlar, daha ¢ok siyasal
gozlem ve analizlere dayal1 ve ispat1 miimkiin olmayan tespitlerdir.

Bir diger 6nemli husus ise, Macron’un kendisinden sonraki donemi Fransa
adina en iyi sekilde planlamak istemesi olabilir. Fransa gibi devletlilik
(stateness) orani list diizey olan iilkelerde, cumhurbagkanligi degisimi,
devletin kritik birimlerini de yakindan ilgilendirmektedir. Her ne kadar,
Macron, emekli iist diizey askerlerin tepkisi ¢ekse ve onlardan 2021 yilinda
adeta “muhtira” niteliginde mektuplar alsa da (BirGiin, 2021), kuskusuz,
devletin 6nemli birimleri halk tarafindan se¢ilmis mesru cumhurbaskanina
baglidir. Bu baglamda, devleti yonetme sorumlulugunun bilincinde olan
Macron, olas1 bir sol-asir1 sol koalisyonun gecirecegi basarisiz bir hiikiimet
deneyiminin asir1 sag1 daha da giiclendirebilecegi ve Marine Le Pen-Jordan
Bardella ikilisinden birine kendisinin gorev siiresinin bitmesinin ardindan
Elize Sarayr’nin kapilarmi acacagini diislindiigii icin de teknokrat bir
hiikiimeti veya sag-sol-merkez ittifakini savunuyor olabilir.
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SONUC

Sonug olarak, Fransa’nin 2024 yili igerisinde yasadigi hiikiimet krizi,
Cumhurbagkant Macron’un Michel Barnier’yi bagbakan atamasi ile
simdilik ¢oziimlenmis goziikse de iilkedeki -asir1 sag ve asirt sol unsurlar
arasindaki- sert siyasi kutuplasma iklimi ve Fransa’nin kendisine 6zgii
iki bash siyasal sistemi diisiiniildiiglinde, iilkenin siyasi krizlerinin
devam etmesi ilerleyen yillar i¢in de olasidir. Cumhurbaskant Macron,
bu siiregte klasik stratejisini uygulamaya devam etmis ve asir1 akimlar
karsisinda kendisini merkezdeki makul aday olarak gostermeye calismis,
ancak artan siyasi kutuplagsma ortami ve ekonomik memnuniyetsizlerle
birlikte beklendigi 6l¢lide basarili olamayarak, cohabitation segenegiyle
ylizlesmek zorunda kalmistir. Bu durum, daha 6nce de bir¢ok kez Fransa
siyasetinde yasanmigsa da ve bu, llkeyi kategorik olarak krize sokan
bir gelisme olmasa da, kuskusuz boyle bir ortamda reformist bir siyasal
izlence takip etmek ve yasa yapmak daha zor olacaktir. Ancak Macron, bu
ortamda anayasal yetkilerini kullanarak merkez sagda kiigiik bir parti olan
Cumbhuriyetgiler’in deneyimli ismi Michel Barnier’yi basbakan atamis ve
cohabitation ydnetimi olugsmasina simdilik mani olabilmistir.

Bu ortamda, Cumhurbaskan1 Macron, 2027’ de sona erecek gorev siiresinin
ardindan muhtemelen siyasete bir donem ara verip, uluslararasi onemli bir
kurulusta gorev yaparak kendisini unutturmayacak ve ilerleyen yillarda
parlak ve popiiler bir siyasetcinin ortaya ¢ikmamasi halinde yeniden
cumhurbagkani aday1 olmak icin kollar1 sivayabilecektir. Macron, tim
eksikliklerine karsin, Fransa siyasetinde merkezi giiclendirmeye ve
asiriliklarla miicadele etmeye ¢alisan, genel yaklasimi makul ve demokrat
bir siyaset¢i olarak Fransa siyasetinde halen etkili bir kisidir. Macron’un
degeri, kuskusuz, ancak radikal unsurlarin iktidarinda Fransa’nin AB ile
iligkileri, gogmen sorununa bakist ve teroér odaklarina karsi yaklasimi
konusunda ciddi sikintilar yasanmas1 durumunda daha iyi anlasilabilecektir.
Bunu daha somutlastirmak gerekirse, asirt solun hakim oldugu bir
Fransa’nin Kiirt Sorunu ve daha bircok konuda tavri ¢cok daha sivri
olabilecek ve Tiirkiye gibi miittefik devletleri kizdirabilecekken, benzer
sekilde asir1 sagin iktidarda oldugu bir Fransa’da da Islam ve gd¢men
karsith@inin Fransa’nin yine Tiirkiye gibi énemli devletlerle iliskilerini
bozacak bir noktaya evrilmesi riskinden bahsedilebilir. Bu baglamda,
Macron’un siyasi merkez misyonu kendi siyasal kariyerini giiclendirme
stratejisi olmasinin yaninda, siyasal spektrumdaki asiriliklar baglaminda
da 6nemli bir husustur.
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Bu calisma, Avrupa Birligi (AB) iiye iilkeleri igerisinde yiikselise gecen
milliyet¢ilik methumunu, gb¢ ve terér kavramlarmi da merkezine
alarak kavramsal acidan analiz etmeyi hedeflemektedir. Bu baglamda,
goc kavraminin ve hareketlerinin AB nezdinde giivenlik endiselerini
de besleyecek sekilde nasil algilandigi analiz edilmektedir. AB’de artig
gosteren terdr olaylarinin, yalmizca gilivenlik perspektifinden degil;
goc ve milliyetcilik gibi farkli, fakat birbiriyle baglantili kavramlarin
1sinda incelenmesi go¢menlerin marjinallesme riski, devletlerin gogii bir
tehdit olarak degerlendirmesi ve buna bagh olarak sert go¢ politikalar
uygulamas1 gibi durumlarin da anlagilmasina olanak saglayacaktir.
Ele alinan bu kavramlar birbirleri ile dogrudan iliski igerisindedir. Bir
kavramin kontrolsiiz bir noktaya gelmesi, diger kavrami ve doguracagi
olumsuz sonuglar1 da arttirabilecektir. Kontrolsiiz yiikselen milliyetcilik
ideolojisi toplum icerisinde var olan gé¢gmenlerin digsallastirilmasina ve
bu durum da gé¢men kisinin asirilagsmasina- ya da yakin tarih 6rneklerde
oldugu gibi “yalniz kurt terdristler”- sebep olabilmektedir. Calisma, AB’yi
bir cografi kisit olarak belirleyerek, 6zellikle 2001 yilinda gerceklesen ve
bir¢ok konsept i¢in yeni bir perspektif doguran terér eylemini bir doniim
noktasi olarak almistir. Bu doniim noktas1 6zelinde, Avrupa’daki teror
eylemleri ile go¢ olgusu arasinda milliyetcilik kavraminin da izdiistimiinii
tastyan bir baglanti oldugu kabul edilmis ve literatiir taramasi ile bu sav
desteklenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gi¢, Gog Politikalari, Terorizm, Milliyetcilik, Avrupa
Birligi

*Arastirma Makalesi. Gelis Tarihi: 23.09.2024, Kabul Tarihi: 23.10.2024
Bu makalede Etik Kurul Onay1 gerekmemektedir.
Bu makalede yazarlarin katki oranlari esittir.
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RISING
NATIONALISM, MIGRATION AND TERRORISM IN
THE EUROPEAN UNION: A CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS

ABSTRACT

This study aims to conceptually analyze the rising notion of nationalism
within European Union (EU) member states, focusing on the interrelated
concepts of migration and terrorism. In this context, it explores how
migration and movements of people are perceived in ways that fuel security
concerns within the EU. Examining the rise in terrorism incidents across
the EU, not only from a security perspective but also through the lenses
of migration and nationalism, allows for a better understanding of issues
such as the marginalization of migrants, states viewing migration as a
threat, and the subsequent implementation of stringent migration policies.
These concepts are directly related; the unchecked growth of one concept
can exacerbate the negative consequences of the others. Uncontrolled
nationalist ideologies, for instance, can lead to the externalization of
existing migrant populations within society, potentially driving individuals
toward radicalization—examples of which can be seen in recent cases of
“lone wolf terrorists.” The study uses the EU as a geographical constraint,
marking the 2001 terrorist attack as a turning point that introduced new
perspectives on many of these concepts. Specifically, it argues that there
is a connection between terrorism in Europe, migration, and the projection
of nationalism, supporting this claim through a review of the existing
literature.

Keywords: Migration, Migration Policies, Terrorism, Nationalism,
European Union
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GIRIS

AB, su anda gelecegini sekillendirme konusunda 6nemli bir doniim
noktasinda bulunmaktadir. Milliyetcilik AB’de yiikselmeye devam edecek
mi ya da AB daha fazla go¢men kabul edecek mi? Bu kavramlar arasinda
denge kurmak acisindan en 6nemli giivenlik sorunsallarindan biri olan
terorizmle miicadele ile ilgili olarak gerek liye iilkeler 6zelinde gerekse
AB diizeyinde ne gibi 6nlemler alinacaktir? Bu sorular 6nlimiizdeki yillar
icerisinde cevap bulmasi beklenilen yeni tartigmalar olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadr.

Uluslararasi iligkiler disiplini i¢erisinde glivenlik olgusu lizerinde, 6zellikle
2001 y1l1 ve sonrasinda yapilan ¢aligmalarin biiyiik ¢ogunlugu dogrudan ya
dadolayliolarak milliyetcilik ve gb¢ gibi kavramlarla iligkilendirilmektedir.
Bilindigi iizere 11 Eyliil 2001 tarihinde Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde
gerceklesen terdr saldirilart Ozellikle Bati demokrasileri agisindan
terorizm kavraminin farkli bir perspektiften algilanmasina ve yaklagimin
da degismesine yol agmistir. Bu saldirilarla baslayan ve halen devam
eden silire¢ icerisinde Bati demokrasilerinde go¢cmenler terdrizmle
iliskilendirilmis ve milliyetcik ideolojisini benimseyen taraflarca bu algi
sOylemlerin ve eylemlerin temeli haline getirilmistir.

AB’de son yillarda artis gosteren diizensiz go¢ hareketleri, AB iiyesi
iilkelerde uzun siiredir yasayan ve hatta vatandasliga sahip olan veya
yasal yollardan gelip yasal olarak bdlgede bulunan ‘“yabancilarin”
gorliniirliigiini arttirmistir. Bu artis, bu bireylerin bolgede kalislarinin
bazilarinca sorgulanmasina sebep olmus ve beraberinde milliyet¢i ve
ayrilikgr egilimlerde de belirgin bir ylikselisin ortaya ¢ikmasina yol
acmistir. Bu baglamda calisma igerisinde AB bu yiikselisle dogrudan
baglanmas1 miimkiin olan bir hedef bolge olarak gog, terdrizm ve
milliyetcilik kavramlarini dogru bir diizlemde degerlendirmek i¢in uygun
bir cerceve ¢izilmesini saglayacaktir. Bu c¢ergeve, calismanin arastirma
sorusu olan “Avrupa Birligi’nde ylikselen milliyetcilik, gé¢ kavraminin
giivenliklestirilmesi siirecinde bir sebep olarak degerlendirilebilir mi?”
sorusunun da yanitlanmasii¢in yardimciolacaktir. Busorunun yanitlanmasi,
geemis tecriibelerin de degerlendirilmesini saglayarak gd¢menlerin
dislanmasinin ve gogilin gilivenliklestirilmesinin uzun vadede terdrizmi
tetikleme kapasitesi olup olmadiginin da tartisilmasini saglayacaktir.

Kavramsal gerceve igerisinde tartisilmak tizere secilen gog, milliyetgilik ve
terorizm kavramlari; AB 6zelinde dogrudan birbiriyle iliskilendirilebilme
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kapasitesine sahiptir. Go¢ hareketlerinin yasal yoldan gerceklesmesine veya
diizenli olup olmamasina bakilmaksizin toplum igerisinde goriiniir hale
gelmesi, terdrizm kavraminin da etkisiyle kolaylagsmis ve bu goriiniirliik;
goc hareketlerinin toplumsal uyum tizerinde gosterdigi etkilerle birlesince
yalnizca siyasi aktorler diizeyinde degil, ayn1 zamanda toplum nezdinde
de baz1 tepkiler ortaya ¢ikmustir. Bu tepkiler, milliyetcilik kavramiyla
bagdastirilabilir.

KAVRAMSAL CERCEVE

Kavramsal bir analiz gerceklestirmeyi hedefleyen bu ¢alisma igin
“Kavramsal Cerceve” basliginin dogru bir acidan ele alinmasi biiyiik bir
Oonem tagimaktadir. Zira her ne kadar bu kavramlar, ¢alisma igerisinde AB
olarak belirlenen kisitl bir cografi alan iizerinden degerlendirilecek olsa
da temelde her biri kendi konseptleri igerisinde ele alinacak ve kavramsal
boyutlar1 analiz edilecektir. Bu sebeple kavramsal ¢ercevenin siki sinirlar
icerisinde ¢izilmesi ve kavramlarin tanimlarinin tatmin edici derecede
ayrintili ve yogun verilmesi elzemdir.

“Kavramsal Cergeve” baghigi altinda gog¢, milliyetcilik ve terdrizm
kavramlarmin tanimina yer verilecektir. Kavramlarin tamami birbiriyle
baglantili bir diizlem igerisinde ele alinacak ve bir sonraki baslikta bir
kavramsal analiz gergeklestirilmesine zemin saglayacaktir.

GOC HAREKETLERIi VE AVRUPA BiRLiGi’NDE
MILLIYETCILIK KAVRAMI

Son yillarda AB yonlii olacak sekilde go¢ hareketlerinde gbzlemlenen artis,
milliyet¢i hareketlerin artis gostermesine ve ayrilik¢r gruplarin da bununla
baglantili olarak ideolojik destek bulmasina yol a¢mistir. Ekonomik
krizler ve gilivenlik endiseleri gibi toplumsal diizeni etkileyen faktorler,
gocmenlere yonelik tepkilerin dogmasina ve artarak devam etmesine
sebep olmustur. Bu olumsuz durumlarin ortaya ¢ikmasina sebep oldugu
diistintilen go¢ hareketlerini tanimlamak, calismanin biitiinliigii a¢isindan
onem arz etmektedir. Clinkii go¢ hareketlerine bagli olarak gelisen ve
ozellikle gogmenlere yonelik olan ayrimcilik, entegrasyon politikalariin
basarisizligr ve toplumsal ayrisma gibi konular genel olarak AB’nin
toplumsal ve sosyal yapisin1 da etkilemektedir.

Sosyal bilimlerde go¢, genel olarak insanlarin gegici veya kalic1 olarak
yeni bir yere yerlesmek amaciyla bir yerden bagka bir yere hareket
etmesi olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Bu hareket bir iilke icinde veya
uluslararas1 siirlarin 6tesinde gergeklesebilme potansiyeline sahiptir.
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Gog¢ hareketleri ve go¢ etme karari; ekonomik, sosyal, siyasi ve ¢evresel
nedenler de dahil olmak iizere cesitli faktorlerden etkilenmektedir. Is giicii
gocli ve aile birlesimi gibi goniillii goclerden, catisma veya zuliimden
ka¢cma gibi zorunlu goglere kadar genis bir yelpazeyi kapsamaktadir. Sue
Ballyn (2011), gocti, bir kisinin dogdugu yerden farkli bir yerde gegici
veya kalict olarak yasamasi olarak tanimlarken; birgok benzer tanimda,
gbclin ekonomik, sosyal veya siyasal sebeplerle gerceklesen gecici
ve kalict yer degistirme hareketleri oldugu ifade edilmektedir. Gog
kavrami, Birlesmis Milletler (BM) tarafindan yayimlanan “Gog¢ Terimleri
Sozligii’nde (2013) “Bir kisinin veya bir grup insamn uluslararast bir
smirt gegerek veya bir Devlet icinde yer degistirmesi. Siiresi, yapist ve
nedeni ne olursa olsun insanlarin yer degistirdigi niifus hareketleridir.
Buna, miiltecilerin, yerinden edilmis kisilerin, ekonomik gé¢menlerin,
aile birlesimi gibi farkli amaglarla hareket eden kisilerin gogii de
dahildir” ifadeleriyle tanimlanmustir.

GoO¢ Terimleri Sozligl, Avrupa Birligi tarafindan da kabul edilen
diizenlemelerin sahibi olan Birlesmis Milletler tarafindan diizenlenmesi
sebebiyle ayr1 bir 6nem arz etmektedir. Bu sebeple, go¢ hareketlerinin
milliyetcilik kavramiyla olan iligkisine ve literatiirde yer verilen bagka
gd¢ tanimlarma deginmeden evvel, Go¢ Terimleri Sozliiglinde yer
alan go¢ hareketleriyle iliskili bazi tanimlar1 daha detayli incelemek
gerekmektedir. Bu tanimlardan biri “gd¢men” kavramina iliskindir. Go¢
Terimleri Sozliigiine (2013) gore go¢men kavraminin tizerinde uzlagilmis
bir tanimindan bahsetmek miimkiin degildir. Bununla beraber kavram
“(...) bireyin go¢ etme kararini, zorlayict dis faktorlerin miidahalesi
olmaksizin kendi ozgiir iradesiyle ve ‘kisisel uygunluk’sebepleriyle aldigi
tiim durumlart (...)" kapsayacak sekilde agiklanmistir (Uluslararasit Gog
Orgiitii, 2013). Birlesmis Milletler ayrica, “(...) sebepleri, goniillii olup
olmamasi, gog¢ yollari, diizenli veya diizensiz olmasi fark etmeksizin
vabanct bir iilkede bir yildan fazla ikamet eden (...) ” bireyleri de “gd¢men”
olarak tanimlamaktadir (Uluslararast Go¢ Orgiitii, 2013). Bununla
beraber go¢menler veya gdcmen kokenli bireyler bu ¢alismanin bir diger
temel kavrami olan terérizm kavramu igerisinde siklikla “yabancilikla”
iliskilendirilmistir. Bu yabancilik hali, ¢ogunluga sahip olan hakim
gruptan farkli olma durumunu ifade etmekle beraber; literatiirde yer
alan tanimlarla uyumlu degildir. Kavram “Belirli bir Devlet agisindan o
Devletin uyrugunda olmayan kisi” veya “Baska bir devlete ait olan ya da
sadakat borcu altinda olan bir kigi” olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Uluslararasi
Gog Orgiitii, 2013).
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Bu tanimlardan da goriilecegi lizere go¢ kavrami, en genis anlamiyla,
siirlar asilsin veya asilmasin, bireylerin bulunduklar1 yerden bagka bir
yere hareketini tanimlamak i¢in kullanilmaktadir. Bireyler ve topluluklar
kimi durumlarda dogal afetler, arazi bozulmalar1 veya kaynak kitlig1 gibi
sebeplerle yer degistirmek zorunda kalarak alternatif ge¢im kaynaklari
aramaktadir (Ellis, 1998). Yine Birlesmis Milletler tarafindan benimsenen
tamimda goriildiigii gibi, insan hareketlilikleri daha iyi is firsatlar1 ve
daha yiiksek yasam standartlarina ulasmak gibi ekonomik saiklerle de
yapilabilmekte ve goniilliiliik esasiyla da gergeklestirilebilmektedir.
Ayn1 zamanda zorla yerinden edilme durumlarinin yani sira savas, zuliim
veya dogal afetler gibi tehdit halleri yliziinden mecburi bir sekilde de
gerceklesebilmektedir. Ayrica gogiin issizlik, siyasi istikrarsizlik, ¢evresel
bozulma gibi itici faktorleri varken; ayni zamanda istihdam firsatlari, siyasi
istikrar,dahaiyiyasamkalitesigibicekicifaktorleridemevcuttur (Lee, 1966).
AB, bu ¢ekici faktorlere fazlasiyla sahip olan bir hedef bolgedir. Avrupa
kitasi, ¢cok uzun siiredir gé¢ yolunda nihai bir hedef rolii iistlenmektedir.
Ozellikle son yillarda diinya genelinde artan ¢atisma halleri, savaslar ve
ekonomik calkantilar goc¢ hareketlerinde artisa sebep olmustur. Bunun
bir sonucu olarak goce bagl gelisen gog¢ politikalarinin olusturulmast,
gb¢ yonetimi, gogmen haklar1 gibi konular neredeyse tim Avrupa Birligi
iiyesi lilkelerin giindemini mesgul eder hale gelmistir. Go¢ hareketlerinin
hangi agidan go¢ yonetimini ilgilendirdigini anlamlandirabilmek icin
“g6¢ yonetimi” ile ne ifade edilmek istendigini gérmek de dnemlidir. Go¢
yonetimi, “(...) yabancilarin girisi ve mevcudiyetini, hem de miiltecilere
ve korunma ihtiyact bulunan diger kisilere saglanan korumayr yonetmek
lizere, sinir otesi gogleri diizenli ve insani bir sekilde yonetmek i¢in ulusal
bir sistem i¢indeki c¢esitli devlet kurumlarindan olusan yonetimi (...)"
tanimlamaktadir ve kavram “(...) goce iliskin kilit konular: ele alacak
politikalarin, yasal ve idari diizenlemelerin gelistirilmesine yonelik planl
(...)” yaklagimlar1 da kapsamaktadir (Uluslararas1 Gog Orgiitii, 2013).

Go¢, gbgmen ve gd¢ yonetimi kavramlarinin tanimlarindan anlasilacagi
lizere bu kavramlar yalnizca yer degistirme hareketlerinden veya yer
degistirmeye iten sebeplerden daha fazlasini ifade etmektedir. Gogilin
hedef lilkenin ulusal yapisiyla ilgili olan dogasi, niteligi geregi bu durumu
acikca ortaya koymaktadir. Go¢ kavraminin milliyet¢ilik kavramiyla olan
tanisiklig1 tam olarak bu etkilesimden ileri gelmektedir.

Milliyetgilik kavrami da go¢ kavramiyla benzer bir sekilde, insanlik
tarihi boyunca kapsamli sdylem ve tartismalara konu olmustur. Kavram,
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bireylerin ve uluslarin birbirleriyle etkilesim bigimlerini sekillendiren
karmasik duygusal baglari, siyasi ideolojileri ve sosyokiiltiirel kimlik
aglarmi kapsamaktadir (Citrin vd., 1994) ve bireyin bir ulusa {iyeliginin
sahip oldugu siyasi kimliginin en kritik olan1 olduguna isaret etmektedir
(DeLamater vd., 1969). Kavramin bu aidiyet i¢eren dogasi, gé¢menlerin
digsalligina odaklanmaya aciktir. Ciinkii gd¢gmenler, her seyden dnce varis
yaptiklar iilkeye ait degildir.

Milliyetcilik, bir ulus i¢inde birlik ve gurur duygusunu tesvik etme
potansiyelinin yani1 sira dislayict ve sovenist duygulart koriikleme
riski nedeniyle genellikle iki ucu keskin bir kili¢ olarak goriilmektedir
(DeLamater vd., 1969). Milliyetgiligin yorumlanmasi, baglama ve bireyin
bakis acisina bagl olarak 6nemli dlclide degisme kapasitesine sahiptir.
Milliyet¢ilik mefthumu bazi birey gruplari i¢in kendi kaderini tayin etme
hakki ve ulusunun ilerlemesini igeren bir arzuyu temsil ederken; bagka
birey gruplar i¢in ise basit bir sekilde bir tiir yabanci diismanlig1 olarak
algilanabilmektedir (DeLamater vd., 1969). Temel olarak bir grubun
parcast olmay1 savunma hali, ayn1 zamanda o grubun pargasi olmayanlari
dislamaya ve hatta ortadan kaldirmaya gidecek eylemleri ger¢geklestirmeye
kadar uzanabilmekte ve karsi karsiya gelen gruplarin tamamini uzun
vadede marjinallesme riskiyle de bas basa birakmaktadir. Bu 6zellikleri
sebebiyle milliyet¢ilik kavrami suistimale agik bir siyasi ara¢ olarak
degerlendirilebilir. Milliyetci saiklerin siyasi bir ara¢ olarak kullanilmasi
da yeni bir olgu degildir ve ylizyillar igerisinde ¢esitli siyasi aktorler
tarafindan kendi eylemlerini mesrulastirmak icin siklikla kullanilmistir.
Bu ¢alisma 6zelinde ifade etmek gerekirse, son donemde AB genelinde
goriiniir hale gelen gog¢ hareketleri halihazirda bolgede yasayan tiim
“yabanci1” kokenli bireyleri de goriiniir hale getirmis ve bir gruba duyulan
aidiyet siyasi tartismalarda onemli bir yer tutmaya baslamistir. Bu
tartigmalara bagli olarak milliyetciligin yiikselisi, kitanin siyasi manzarasi
iizerinde genis kapsamli etkileri olan 6nemli bir fenomen haline gelmistir.
Avrupa Birligi igerisinde milliyet¢ilik mefhumu genellikle ulus devletlerin,
Avrupa Birligi gibi ulus tistii 6rgiitler karsisinda kendi ¢ikarlarini 6n planda
tutmay1 amagladiklar1 bir siyasi ideoloji olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir. Brubaker
(1996) gibi akademisyenler, Avrupa milliyetciliginin siklikla kiiltiirel
homojenlik, ekonomik rekabet ve ulusal kimligin sulandirilmasiyla
ilgili endiselerden kaynaklandigin1 vurgulamayi tercih etmislerdir. Bu
milliyet¢i duygular genellikle go¢ hareketlerinin goriiniir hale gelmesiyle
daha da siddetlenmis ve milliyet¢i partiler ozellikle Avrupa Birligi
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disindaki iilkelerden gelen gd¢menleri Avrupa uluslarinin sosyal ve
kiiltiirel dokusuna yonelik bir tehdit ilan etmislerdir (Brubaker, 1996),
(Wodak vd., 2013). McNamara’ya (2015) gore ise milliyetcilik, 6zellikle
insan hareketliligi ve ekonomik dayanigma gibi konularda Avrupa Birligi
iiyesi llkeler arasindaki uyumu ve dayanismayi zedeledigi icin Avrupa
Birligi’nin parcalanmasina sebep olma kapasitesine sahiptir. Bu baglamda
Avrupa Birligi iiyesi iilkelerde goriilen milliyetcilik egilimi, AB’nin temel
degerleriyle de catisarak Avrupa biitlinlesmesini de tehlikeliye atmaktadir
¢linkii ulusal diizeyde milliyet¢i partiler tarafindan kullanilan sdylemler,
kolektif bir eylem yerine ulusal ¢ikarlar1 6ncelemeyi tercih etmistir. Ulusal
egemenlik ve Avrupa biitiinlesmesi arasindaki bu gerilim, Avrupa Birligi
iiyesi tlilkeler arasindaki uyumu ve gog¢ gibi smir oOtesi krizleri yonetme
kabiliyetini etkilemistir (McNamara, 2015), (Brubaker, 2010).

Avrupa Birligi’nde milliyetciligin yiikselisi; gog, ulusal egemenlik ve
kiiltiirel kimlige iliskin endiselerle derinden baglantilidir. Son yillarda
asir1 sagc1 ve popllist hareketler, kontrolsliz go¢ korkusundan fazlasiyla
faydalanmis ve gd¢ hareketlerini ulusal kimlik ve sosyal uyum ig¢in bir
tehdit olarak belirlemistir. Ozellikle Macaristan, Polonya ve Italya
gibi gogmenlerin Avrupa Birligi smirlarina ilk giris noktasi olarak
tanimlanabilecek tilkelerdeki milliyet¢i partiler; daha siki sinir kontrolleri,
kat1 go¢ politikalart ve maddi yardim talep etmis ve geleneksel Avrupa
Birligi degerlerinin karsisinda yer alan go¢ karsiti uygulamalar1 ve
sdylemleri benimsemislerdir. Macaristan, Italya ve Polonya gibi iilkelerde
poptlistmilliyetcipartilerin yiikselisi,AB’nin gb¢ ve ekonomik entegrasyon
gibi konulara yaklagimindan duyulan daha genis capli hosnutsuzlugu
da yansitmaktadir. Bu {ilkelerdeki milliyetgi ve sag popiilist partiler;
iilke smirlari, yasal diizenlemeler ve ekonomileri {iizerindeki ulusal
kontrollerinin Avrupa Birligi iiyeliginden dogan bazi mesuliyetler sebebiyle
zayifladigini siklikla dile getirmis ve Avrupa Birligi’nin karsisinda ulusal
egemenligin gilic kazanmas1 gerektigini savunmuslardir (Mudde, 2016).
Macaristan’daki Viktor Orban gibi milliyetci liderler, AB’nin liberal go¢
politikalarmin kiiltiirel kimlik kaybina yol actigini ve kamu giivenligine
tehdit olusturdugunu savunmus ve bu durumun bir tehdit olusturdugunu
iddia ederek milliyet¢iligi bir savunma yontemi olarak ilan etmislerdir
(Mudde, 2016). Fakat, milliyet¢ilie duyulan 6zlem ve istek aslinda
“yabancilar1” digslamay1 amaglayan ve nostaljik bir ortak ge¢mis istegiyle
baglantili olan tehdit anlatisiyla iliskilidir (Wodak, 2015).
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Bu karsitlik hali genellikle Avrupa dis1 bolgelerden, 6zellikle de Afrika
ve Orta Dogu’dan gelen goce karsi gelistirilmis ve bununla 6zellikle
“kiiltiirel bir istila” ve “giivenlik” tehdidi algis1 pekistirilmistir. Gé¢ bu
terimlerle tasvir edilirken Avrupa Birligi igerisinde gerceklesen bazi teror
eylemlerine de siklikla vurgu yapilarak asiriligi besleyen milliyet¢i anlat
olusturulmustur. Milliyet¢i partiler ayn1 zamanda artan go¢ hareketlerinin
kamu hizmetleri lizerinde baski olusturdugunu ve sug¢ oranlarinda artisa
yol a¢tigini iddia etmis ve bu durumun sosyoekonomik ve sosyokiiltiirel
gerginliklere yol actigin1 savunmustur. Bu durum, ulusal simirlarin
korunmasini, ulusal giivenligin ve kimligin korunmasiyla es anlamli géren
siyasi bir soylemi de koriiklemistir.

Mevcut siyasi krizler, milliyet¢ilik methumunu beslemis; geleneksel
siyasi partilere ve kurumlara karsi toplum nezdinde bir hayal kirikligi
duygusunun ortaya ¢ikmasina da katkida bulunmustur. Bu durum, bir¢ok
bireyin alternatif veya genellikle daha radikal ¢oziimler aramasina yol
acmistir.

“TERORIZM” OLGUSUNUN KAVRAMSALLASTIRILMASI VE
AB ULKELERINDE TERORIZM

Giivenlik TDK sozliigiinde “toplum yasaminda yasal diizenin aksamadan
yiritiilmesi, kisilerin korkusuzca yasayabilmesi durumu; emniyet” (TDK,
2024) olarak ifade edilmektedir. Bu baglamda da bir devletin sinirlar
icerisinde vatandaslarinin giiven icerisinde yasamasini saglamasi esas
gorevlerinden biri olarak karsimiza c¢ikmaktadir. Uluslararas: iliskiler
disiplini agisindan en énemli ve hatta disiplinin varolussal amaci haline
gelen gilivenlik tanimlamasma ve giivenligin saglanmasima yonelik
tarihsel stire¢ icerisinde farkliliklar goriilmektedir. Giivenlik literatiiriinde
ilk olarak “kimin gilivenligi”nin saglanmasi gerekliligi tartisilmis ve
geleneksel yaklagimlar kapsaminda devletlerin giivenliginin saglanmasi
gerektigi savunulmustur. Bu perspektifin olusmasinin en 6nemli sebebi
ise gerek uluslararas iliskiler disiplinin gerekse giivenlik calismalarinin
Soguk Savas doneminin iki kutuplu diinya diizeninde yiikselise gecmis
olmasidir. Geleneksel giivenlik anlayisinin hiikiim siirdiigii ve her iki
kutbun da asir1 niikleer silahlandig1 bu “dehset dengesi” donemde dogal
olarak devlet giivenligi onceliklenmekte ve olasi bir tehdidin de bagka
bir devletten gelmesi beklenmektedir. Bu baglamda devletler olusabilecek
tehdide yonelik olarak askeri ¢oziimler iiretmistir. Soguk Savas’in
yumusama dénemine girmesi ve nihayet son bulmasi ile devletlerarasi
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iliskilerde ve giivenlik disiplinini kapsayan literatiirde yeni tartismalar
ortaya c¢ikmaya baslanmistir. Soguk savas doneminde ikincil 6neme
sahip “yumusak giivenlik” konular1 olarak tanimlanan (Bilgin, 2010),
askeri araglar ile ¢coziilemeyecek oldugu kabul goren cevresel, toplumsal,
ekonomik sorunlarin da aslinda devletler acisindan bir giivenlik meselesi
oldugu disiplin igerisinde gittik¢e goriiniir ve kabul edilir bir hal almistir.
(Akgiil-Agikmese, 2011).

Buzan’a gore (1983) (1998) ortaya cikan yeni diinya diizeni igerisinde
giivenlik salt askeri gilivenlik olarak degil, askeri, siyasi, toplumsal,
ekonomik ve c¢evresel olarak bes farkli sektérde ¢ok daha genis
degerlendirilmelive giivenligi saglamaya yonelik alinmasi gereken tedbirler
de bu baglamda genisletilmelidir. Bununla beraber artik bu tehditler sadece
tek bir devleti etkilememekte, gerek etki alan1 gerek miicadele yontemleri
olarak kiiresel diizeyde is birligi ve tedbir gerekliligini de beraberinde
getirmektedir. Ornegin kiiresel ekonomik finans sitemi icerisinde bir
devletin yagamis oldugu bir ekonomik kriz kendisi ve is birligi igerisinde
oldugu diger devletleri de benzer diizeyde etkilemekte ve ortak tedbirleri
gerektirmektedir (Buzan, 1983)(Buzan, 1998). Giiniimiiz devletlerarasi
iliskilerinin geldigi noktaya tarihsel olarak baktigimizda ise deginilen
“giivenlik tehditleri”nin belirli donemlerde kiiresel diizeylerde toplumlar1
etkiledigini de sdylemek miimkiin olabilmektedir. 1991 yilinda yasanilan
Birinci Korfez Savasi’nin beraberinde getirdigi go¢ dalgasi, 2001 yilinda
ABD’de yasanilan ter6r saldirilar1 ve takip eden siirecte Afganistan’da
Taliban ve El-Kaide ye yonelik operasyonlar, 2010 yilinda baslayip
dalga dalga yayilan Arap Bahar1 ve son noktada ortaya ¢ikan Suriye i¢
savaslt ve 2020 yilinda baslayan kiiresel diizeydeki salgin gibi 6rnekler
artik giivenligin farkli parametreleri oldugunu ve bazi durumlarda bu
yeni giivenlik sorunlartyla kiiresel diizeyde isbirligi ile miicadele edilmesi
gerekliligini agik¢a ortaya koymustur.

Terorizm kavrami Ozellikle de 11 Eylil 2001 tarihinde gergeklesen
saldirilarin sonrasinda uluslararasi iliskiler-giivenlik disiplininde c¢okca
basvurulan bir olgu haline gelmis ve gerek ulusal gerekse uluslararasi
giivenlik politikalarinin 6nde gelen parametrelerinden birine doniismiistiir.
Ote yandan tarihin her doneminde var olan terdrizm kavrammin
tanimlanmasina iligkin ciddi bir literatiir bulunmaktadir. Gelinen noktada,
disiplinler arasi bir olgu haline doniisen terérizm kavraminin gesitli
tanimlarinin  kokeni ozellikle siyaset, uluslararasi iliskiler ve hukuk
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bilimlerine dayanmaktadir. Terdr saldirilarinin artmasi ve akabinde
kiiresellesme ve teknolojinin durdurulamaz ilerleyisi ile saldirilarin daha
gOriiniir olmasi terdrizm tehdidini ulusal ve uluslararasi giivenlik agisindan
ortak miicadele edilmesi gereken birincil Oncelikli giivenlik tehditleri
arasinda konumlandirmistir.

Bir problemi ¢ozebilmek i¢in Oncelikle problemi tanimlamak
gerekmektedir. Terorizmle miicadele agisindan alanla ilgilenen uzmanlar
ozellikle donemin ihtiyaglarini karsilayacak kapsamda “ortak” bir tanim
yapilabilmesi i¢in ¢aba sarf etmislerdir ve bu ¢abalar devam etmektedir.
Buradaki en 6nemli sebep ise ortak bir sorun i¢in “ortak miicadele” alani
yaratabilmektir. Ote yandan ok boyutlu olan terdrizm ile miicadelede genel
olarak siyasi, askeri, adli ve mali boyutlar iizerinde durulmaktadir. Dogal
olarak da her a¢idan yapilan terorizm tanimlar1 da farklilik gosterebilmekte
ve bu durum da ayr bir zorluk yaratmaktadir (Hornyik, 2021).

Terorizm kavramini ortak bir sekilde tanimlamak i¢in bir¢ok girisimde
bulunulmus, ancak gerek alanin uzmanlarinin gerekse devletlerin farkli
siyasal tutum ve tercihleri nedeniyle bugiin bile ortak bir tanimlama
yapilamamistir. Bu uzlasmazligin en yaygin ve baslica sebebi ise “senin
terdristin, benim ozgiirliik savagcimdir” seklinde ifade edilebilecek
siyasal ya da ideolojik tercihtir (Hornyik, 2021). Bu goreli siyasal ya da
ideolojik tercihler ise terérizm kavramini go¢ ve milliyet¢ilik kavramlari
ile harmanlamakta ve gé¢men karsitligi, asir1 milliyet¢i sdylemlere uygun
bir zemin yaratabilmektedir. Ote yandan o6zellikle sosyal bilimlerde
incelenen bir olguyu verili tarihsel donemden ve ozelliklerinden ayri
olarak analiz etmenin zor oldugu da g6z oniinde bulundurulmalidir. Bu
baglamda da ter6rizm tanimlarinin tarihsel siirec¢ icerisinde de degisim
gecirmis olmasi, farkli terorizm tanimlariyla karsilasmamizin bir diger
sebebi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.  Modern sosyal bilim igerisinde
terorizm kavramina yonelik bilinen en eski tanim 1937 tarihli Sosyal
Bilimler Ansiklopedisi’nde yer alan “terdrizm; orgiitlii bir grup veya
partinin, ozellikle sistematik siddet kullanimi yoluyla agik amaglarina
ulasmaya ¢alistigi yontem veya yontemin arkasindaki teori” tanimudir
(Hardman, 1937 aktaran Wilkinson, 1974).

Siddet her ortamda karsimiza ¢ikabilecek bir kavramdir. Ancak
belirli siddet eylemlerinin hangi kosullar altinda terér eylemi olarak
nitelendirilebilecegi farkli ve dnemli bir sorunsaldir. Bu baglamda, siddet
eylemi terorizm kavrami altinda incelenmektedir. Siddet eylemi ya da teror
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eylemi terdrizmin sadece bir unsuru olarak kabul gérmektedir. Terdrizm
ise ¢ok daha genis ve soyut bir kavram olarak degerlendirilmektedir
(Hornyik, 2021). Bubaglamda bir siddet eyleminin terérizm olabilmesi i¢in
ideolojik bir motivasyonu i¢ermesi gerekmektedir. Modern anlamda siyasi
terorizm ise statiikoyu korumak amaciyla uygulanan siddet eylemlerini
tanimlamak amaciyla Fransiz Devrimi doneminde karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Jakobenler’in, yeni bir rejimi yerlestirmeye ¢alisirken gerceklestirdikleri
siddet iceren bu eylemler, mesru bir hale getirilmis ve bu dénem “teror
donemi” olarak tanimlanmistir (Rapoport, 2003). Paul Wilkinson (1974)
“devrimci hareketler, rejimler veya bireyler tarafindan siddetin siyasi
amaglarla kullanilmas1” seklinde bir tanimlamayla, kavramin siyasal/
ideolojik 6zelligine vurgu yapmistir. Terérizm asir1 ve acimasizca yikict
yontemleri sayesinde diger siddet, kiskirtma, sindirme ve zorlama
bigimlerinden kolaylikla ayrilabilmektedir. Bununla beraber terdrizm
olarak nitelendirilebilecek eylemlerin ayrim gézetmeme, dngoriilemezlik,
keyfilik, acimasiz yikicilik ve etik dis1 davraniglar gibi ortak olan bazi
ozellikleri de bulunmaktadir. Ayirt edici ve ortak 6zelliklerine odaklanan
Wilkinson (1974) siyasal terdrizmi ii¢ grupta incelemektedir. Bunlar;
siyasal bir degisim yaratmak amaciyla siddetin sistemli bir sekilde
uygulanmast yontemi olan devrimci terdrizm, siyasi motivasyonla
gerceklestirilen devrimci denilebilinecek terérizm ve belirli gruplar
tizerinde bask1 yaratmak magiyla siddet fiilinin sistemli bir uygulamasini
ortaya koyan bastirici/baskici terorizmdir (Wilkinson, 1974).

Terdrizm ¢alismalart agisindan Onemli eserleri ve Birlesmis Milletler
diizeyinde ¢alismalar1 bulunan Alex P. Schimid (1988) Siyasal Terorizm
(Political Terrorism) isimli g¢aligmasinda kavramin yaklasik iki yiiz
farkli tanimiyla kargilasmanin miimkiin oldugunu belirtmis, bu tanimlar
icerisindeki ortak kavram ve unsurlari ele alarak oldukga genis bir terérizm
tanim1 onermistir. Buna gore terdrizm:

Terorizm, (yari) gizli birey, grup veya devlet aktorleri tarafindan, kendine
ozgii, sug teskil eden veya siyasi nedenlerle kullanilan, tekrarlanan siddet
eylemlerinin kaygi uyandwran bir yontemidir, burada- suikastin aksine-
siddetin dogrudan hedefleri ana hedefler degildir. Siddetin dogrudan insan
kurbanlar: genellikle rastgele (firsat hedefleri) veya secici olarak (temsili
veya sembolik hedefler) bir hedef niifustan se¢ilir ve mesaj tiretegleri
olarak hizmet eder. Terorist (orgiit), (tehlike altindaki) kurbanlar ve ana
hedefler arasindaki tehdit ve siddete dayali iletisim siirecleri, ana hedefi
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(izleyici(ler)) manipiile etmek, onu bir terér hedefi, bir talep hedefi veya
oncelikli olarak korkutma, zorlama veya propagandanin aranmasina
bagh olarak bir dikkat hedefi haline getirmek igin kullanmilir (Schimid &
Jongman, 1988).

1988 yilinda yapilan bu genis tanimlama, 2011 yilinda bir¢cok bagka
akademisyenin katkilar1 ile giincellenerek Terdrizm Arastirmalart El
Kitabinda (Handbook of Terrorism Research) yayimmlanmistir. Gézden
gecirilmis tanim, onceki bir¢ok tanimdan daha uzun bir sekilde on iki
madde iizerinden, diger bir ifadeyle terérizm kavraminin olmazsa olmaz
on iki unsuru iizerinden tanimlamistir (Schimid, 2011). Gus Martin (2017)
de terdrizm kavramimi mutlak surette bir ideoloji ve/veya inang sistemi
icermek zorunda olan bir kavram olarak tanimlamaktadir. Ancak her
ideoloji ya da inang sistemi terdrizm anlamina gelmemektedir. Terorizm
olarak tanimlanabilmesi i¢in ideolojinin asirilasmasi ve en Onemlisi de
siddet icermesi gerekmektedir. Asirilagma ise 6ziinde bireylerin inanglarini
ya da fikirlerini nasil ifade ettigi ile iliskilidir. Bireyler eger inang ya da
fikirlerini siddet iceren eylemler yolu ile ifade ederse bu durumun terérizme
erismesi s6z konusu olabilmektedir (Martin, 2017).

Avrupa’da siyasal terorizmin tarihi on dokuzuncu yiizyila dayanmaktadir.
Bu konuda disiplin igerisinde en ¢ok bagvurulan kaynaklardan bir olan
David Rapaport’a (2003) gore siyasal terdrizmin, Insanlarin Iradesi
(Narodnaya Volya) isimli Rus carligt ve despotizm karsiti anarsist
bir ideoloji ile eylemlerini gerceklestiren oOrgiit ile basladigi kabul
edilmektedir. Bu baglamda anarsizm ideolojisi siyasal terdrizmin sahip
oldugu ilk ideoloji olarak tanimlanabilmektedir. Ote yandan bir siddet
eyleminin terérizm olarak kabul edilmesi i¢cin en gerekli kriterlerden
biri bir ideolojiye sahip olmasi gerekliligidir. Ozetle Avrupa’da terdrizm
1880’lerden 1920’lere kadar anarsist ideoloji tarafindan kiiresel bir
kampanya halinde yiriitiilmistiir (McAlexander, 2020). Rapaport’un
(2003) “terdrizmin dort dalgasina” yonelik siniflandirmasi ¢ercevesinde
gerek Avrupa gerek de kiiresel diizeyde Anarsist terorist dalga disinda;
Sémiirge Karsiti terdrizm, Sol Ideoloji eksenli terdrizm ve Din eksenli
terorizm dalgalar1 goriilmistiir (Rapoport, 2003). Her ne kadar tarihsel
kokenleri 1980’11 yillara dayanmis olsa da Din eksenli terdrizm kiiresel
diizeyde 11 Eyliil saldirilariyla toplumlarin dikkatini ¢cekmistir. El-Kaide
teror Orgiitiiniin 6nce Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde, sonrasinda ise
Avrupa’nin ¢esitli lilkelerinde gerceklestirdigi eylemler ve Suriye’deki
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i¢c savas ile ortaya ¢ikan DAES terdr orgiitliniin eylemleri, Bati1 diinyas1
igerisinde Islam inancinin yeni bir “dteki” olarak tanimlanmasinin niinii
acmistir.  Yasanilan yirmi yillik siire¢ icerisinde gerek AB genelinde
gerekse lye llkeler 6zelinde, iiretilen terdrizmle miicadele politikalar
ile yabanci diismanligi, gogmen karsithigr ve milliyet¢ilik oldukca yaygin
popiilist bir sdylem haline gelmeye baglamistir. 11 Eyliil’de El-Kaide
tarafindan gerceklestirilen saldirilarin devami niteligindeki saldirilar
2004 yilinda Madrid’de ve 2005 yilinda Londra’da gerceklesmistir. Her
iki saldir1 da orgiitiin bu tlkelerdeki hiicreleri tarafindan gerceklesmistir.
Intihar saldiris1 olan bu saldirmnin failleri bu iilkelerde yetisen ikinci kusak
goemen ailelerin radikallesmis {iyeleri olarak karsimiza c¢ikmaktadir
(Britannica, 2004), (Britannica, 2005). Bununla beraber Arap Bahar1 ve
Suriye’deki i¢ savasin sonrasinda ortaya ¢ikan ve El-Kaide nin bir uzantisi
olarak tanimlanan DAES hiicreleri ve “yalniz kurtlar” olarak tanimlanan
radikallesmis bireyler tarafindan -DAES’e bagliliklarin1 deklare ederek
-AB igerisinde bircok terdr saldiris1 gerceklestirilmistir. 2022 TE-SAT
verileri kapsaminda 2010- 2021 yillarinda AB ilkelerinde basariyla
tamamlanan, basarisiz olan ya da engellenen 130 cihatci-dini motifli
teror saldiris1 gergceklesmistir (TE-SAT, 2022). 2015°de Paris’te; 2016°da
Briiksel’de, Berlin’de ve Paris’te; 2017°de Manchester’da, Londra’da ve
Barcelona’da gergeklesen saldirilar hep benzer 6zellikte radikallesmis
bireylerden ya da DAES hiicrelerinden kaynakli saldirilar olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir (Anadolu Ajansi, 2017).

Bu saldirilarin faillerinin kimliklerinin agik bir sekilde kamuoyuyla
paylasilmasi, Avrupa Birligi’ndeki giivenlik endiselerinin genislemesine
ve derinlesmesine katkida bulunmustur. Genellikle radikallesmis ikinci
nesil gog¢menlerden olusan ve DAES gibi terdrist organizasyonlarla
baglantili “yalniz kurtlar” tarafindan gerceklestirilen bu saldirilar, gogiin
ulusal kimlige kars1 bir tehdit oldugu algisinin pekigmesine de yol agmustir.
Terdriin gdgmen topluluklarla ve yabanci olma haliyle iligkilendirilmesi,
ozellikle asir1 sagct ve popiilist partilerin sdylemlerinin gé¢menleri
Avrupa’nin sosyal ve kiiltlirel dokusuna yonelik potansiyel birer tehdit
olarak gosterecek sekilde bicimlenmesini saglamis ve AB tiyesi iilkeleri
yalnizca go¢ politikalarini sikilastirmaya degil, milliyet¢i sOylemleri de
benimsemeye itmistir.
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GOC, MILLIYETCILiK VE TERORIiZM BAGLANTISI:
KAVRAMSAL BIR ANALIZ

Her ne kadar go¢ insani yonii dogasi geregi bu giindemde baskin ve
ayricalikli bir yer edinmis olsa da gd¢iin yogun tartismalara konu olmasina
vesile olan baska bir unsur vardir: Giivenlik. Soguk Savas sonrasinda
degisen giivenlik konsepti sonrasinda go¢ ve goce bagli gelisen bazi
olgular bir tehdit olarak ele alinmistir. GO¢ rahatlikla toplum igin bir
tehdit olarak algilanabilir. Zira bu noktada toplumun ait oldugu grubu
koruma istegi ve hatta baz1 durumlarda ihtiyaci, bu algiy1 pekistirmek i¢in
yeterlidir. Glinlimiiz Avrupa’sinda ulus devletler i¢in bu varolugsal tehdidin
ne olduguna iligkin baglayan tartismalarin bir¢oguna verilen cevap “go¢”
olmustur. Ciinkii ulus devletin hem kimligi hem de egemenligi “tehdit”
altindadir.

Ulus devlete yonelen bu tehdit, go¢ kavraminin ulus 6tesi dogasindan
kaynaklanmamaktadir denilebilir. Ciinki ¢alismanin daha &nceki
boliimiinde de deginilen “yabanci” kavraminin tanimindan goriilebilecegi
tizere, gogmenler yerlestikleri tilke kadar geldikleri iilke ile olan baglarini
da stirdiirmektedirler. Bu baglarin siirdiiriilmesi yalnizca koken iilkenin
stk sik ziyaret edilmesi veya koken iilkeden gelen vatandaslik hakkinin
korunmasi ile ilgili degildir. Bu baglar, kiiltiirel olarak veya yalnizca iletisim
aglarmin korunmasi ile de stirdiiriilebilmektedir. Bu baglarin hedef tilke
vatandaslar tarafindan goriilebilecek sekilde korunmasi ve siirdiiriilmesi,
tehdit altinda olma hissinin ortaya ¢ikmasina sebebiyet verebilmektedir.
Ayrica, hedefilkenin “gd¢menlere” veya “yabancilara” sundugu firsatlarla
beraber bireylere yiikledigi sorumluluklar ve 6devler de mevcuttur. Hedef
ilkeye tam olarak uyum saglanamadiginin diisiiniilmesi, bu sorumluluk
ve Odevlerin de tartisma konusu haline gelmesine sebebiyet vermistir.
Gogiin, terdrizm ile iligkilendirilmesi hedef iilkenin sundugu haklardan
yararlanmak isteyen bireylerin sorumluluk ve ddevlerini yerine getirip
getirmedigi konusuyla da beraber degerlendirilebilmektedir.

Smith (1992), kimlik olgusunun ulus devletle siki bir bag iceresinde
oldugunu ifade etmistir. Anderson (1991) da ulus devletin kendisini
olusturan toplumun kolektif hayal giiciiniin bir {iriinii oldugunu
savunmustur. Tilly (1995) ise vatandasligin kimlik ve sosyal tarihle yakin
bir baga sahip oldugunu ifade etmistir. Her ne kadar tehdidi kimligin
olusum seklinden bagimsiz olarak degerlendirmek miimkiin olmasa da,
tehdidin ingas1 siirecine odaklanmakta da ayrica fayda vardir. Kimlige
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iligkin tartigmalar, sorumluluk ve ddevlerin yani sira, gociin ulus Otesi
dogasini da i¢inde barindirmaktadir. Ciinkii transnasyonalizm olarak da
tanimlanan go¢iin ulus Stesi dogas1 “Insanlarin jeopolitik simirlar tesinde
sosyo-kiiltiirel baglantilar kurarak bu baglantilar: devam ettirdigi siire¢”
olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Uluslararas1 Gog¢ Orgiitii, 2013). Bu ¢alisma
icerisinde yer alan milliyet¢ilik methumu da dogrudan bir kimlige aidiyetle
baglantilidir. Bu ¢alismanin 6rneklemini olusturan Avrupa Birligi liyesi
iilkelerde son yirmi yilda artis gosterdigi gézlemlenen teror eylemleri ve
gbc¢ olgusu arasinda kurulan baglanti; ortak bir kimlige ait olan ve benzer
sorumluluklar1 ve ddevleri paylasan bireylerin milliyet¢i hassasiyetlerinin
nasil birtehditilekarsikarsiyaoldugunuanlamlandirmayikolaylastiracaktir.
Ciinkii kurulan bu baglant1 ile dogan giivenlik ve egemenlik temelli
endiselere verilen yanit; go¢ politikalarinda gerceklestirilen degisiklikler
olmustur. Zira iilkedeki “yabanci” bireylerin kendi rizalar1 ile mevcut
topluma uyum saglayamadigina iliskin olusan algi, bu durumun ancak
devlet eliyle ve deyim yerindeyse zorla hale yola koyulabilecegine
iliskin bir anlayis1 da beraberinde getirmistir. Fakat her ne kadar tek bir
gruba ait olduklar1 inanciyla milliyetcilik etrafinda birlesen gruplardan
ve bu gruplarin tepkileri dogrultusunda sekillenen degisikliklerden
bahsetmek miimkiin olsa da bu gruplarin esas olarak c¢ogunlukla ayni
etnigi paylasmadigi da bilinen bir gergektir. Ancak bu politikalarda
gerceklestirilen degisikliklerin giivenlik endiselerini giderecek sekilde siki
onlemler igermesi, bir¢coklarinca insan haklar1 ve entegrasyon konularinin
es gecildigi korkusunu uyandirmis ve devletlerin gogmenlerin hak ve
ihtiyaclarindan ziyade giivenlige 6ncelik verdigi elestirisini de beraberinde
getirmistir. Bu elestiriler ile birlikte insa edilen politikalara konulan en
biiylik serh, go¢men topluluklarinin marjinallesmesi ihtimalidir. Cilinki
yabancilarin hakim gruplarin diginda kalmasi, gd¢gmenlerin diglanmasini
ve go¢ politikalarinin da digsallastirilmasini  giindeme getirmektedir.
Belirli gruplarin marjinallesmesi ve hakim kimlik tarafindan kimi zaman
yabanci diismanligina varacak boyutta eylem ve sdylemlerle karsilanmasi
bu gruplarin var olabilecekleri alanlarin ve eylemlerin smirlarim1 da
ilgilendirmektedir. Var olma ihtiyaci, Avrupa Birligi’'nin son yirmi yilina
damgasini vuran terdr saldirilartyla dogrudan ilgilidir.

Gog¢, gocmenler ve yabancilar bir giivenlik meselesi olarak ele alinmis
ve Avrupa Birligi igerisinde go¢ giivenliklestirilmistir (Humphrey, 2013),
(Delanty, 2008). Ulus devletler geleneksel olarak smirlari iizerinde
bir kontrole sahiptir. Serbest dolagimin yani sira AB’nin benimsedigi
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gbc politikalari, AB igindeki go¢cmen hareketliligini ve gd¢menlerin
dagilimlarin1 da etkilemektedir. Serbest dolasim hakkiyla birlikte, diizensiz
gbc¢ hareketleri de ulus devletlerin sinir kontrol haklarina bir meydan okuma
olarak degerlendirilebilmektedir. Bu meydan okumay1 cevapsiz birakmak
istemeyen devletlerin sikilasan go¢ politikalari ise halihazirda giris yapmis
olan gbd¢menler iizerindeki goézetimin arttirilmasina sebep olmus ve
toplumsal entegrasyonun sekteye ugramasi sonucunu dogurmustur. Insani
istek ve ihtiyag¢larin ncelenmemesi, gogmen topluluklarinda terk edilmislik
hissi uyandirmis ve giivenlik endisesi yasayan toplumlara benzer bir refleks
gostererek kendi gilivenliklerini tesis edecek hareketler sergilemelerine
sebep olmustur. Marjinallesme siirecinin burada bagladigini séylemek
mimkiindiir. Siki1 go¢ politikalarinin uygulanmasi halihazirda bir toplumu
olusturan dil, kiiltiir ve tarih gibi ortak miraslarin zaten paydasi olmayan bu
gbemen topluluklarinin entegrasyon ile elde edebilecegi aidiyet duygusuna
ulagmalarin1 daha da zorlastirmistir. Ciinkii unutulmamalidir ki, iyi
uygulanacak bir entegrasyon politikasi radikallesme ve marjinal egilimleri
takip ederek siddet eylemlerine katilma riskini azaltmaktadir. Kimlik ve
ulus devlet arasindaki sik1 bag, gogmen topluluklar i¢in entegrasyon ile
desteklenmezse dislayic1 ve boliicli bir karaktere sahip olabilmektedir.
Bu durum ozellikle goc siirecinde ayrimciliga veya otekilestirmeye
maruz kalan gé¢men gruplari i¢in fazlaca travmatik deneyimlere zemin
hazirlamaktadir. Bu travma hedef iilkede taninma ve temsil i¢in adimlar
atan gogmen topluluklariyla, hedef iilkenin toplumu arasinda bir gerilim ve
catigma atmosferinin ortaya ¢ikmasina da yol agma potansiyeline sahiptir.
Gogilin gilivenliklestirilmesi; ulusal glivenlik endiseleri, algilanan teror
tehdidi ve sosyal refah sistemleri iizerinde algilanan baski gibi bir dizi
faktor tarafindan yonlendirilmistir ve bu stiregte devletler gogle iliskili
riskleri yonetmeye c¢alistikga sinir kontroliine ve “arzu edilen/makbul”
gb¢cmenlerin se¢imine daha fazla vurgu yapmaya baslamistir (Humphrey,
2013).

Barry Buzan ve Kopenhag Okulu tarafindan gelistirilen giivenliklestirme
kavrami, siyasi aktorlerin bir meseleyi olaganiistii 6nlemler gerektiren
varolussal bir tehdit olarak sunmasi ve o meseleyi bir giivenlik meselesine
dontistiirme siirecini ifade etmektedir. Go¢ hareketleri baglaminda bu siireg,
gociin ve gdemenlerin ulusal giivenlige, kiiltlire ve sosyal uyuma yonelik
bir tehdit olarak belirlenmesi olarak ifade edilebilmektedir. Bu sayede
go¢ hareketleri ve gocmenler, siyasi ya da ekonomik bir sorun olmaktan
cikarilip acil ve istisnai yanitlar gerektiren bir sorun haline getirilerek
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kisitlayict ve giivenlik temelli gog politikalar ortaya ¢ikmaktadir (Buzan,
Waver, & de Wilde, 1998). Gogiin giivenliklestirilmesi, 6zellikle 2001
yilindaki 11 Eyliil teror saldirilarindan sonra degisen giivenlik algisiyla
birlikte ivme kazanmis ve bu durum hem Avrupa Birligi hem de Avrupa
Birligi tyesi iilkelerde goc¢ hareketlerinin algilanma ve karsilanma
bi¢cimini de degistirmistir. Gegtigimiz yirmi yil boyunca gog, gégmenler
ve genel olarak yabancilar giderek artan bir sekilde terdrizm, sug ve
kiiltiirel erozyonla iligkilendirilmis ve milliyet¢i hareketler bu endiselerin
artmasinda 6nemli bir rol oynamistir. Go¢, milli degerlere karsi bir tehdit
olarak belirlenerek ve bu durum milliyet¢i anlatilarla bezenerek bir ikna
unsuru olarak ortaya ¢ikarilmistir.

Ortak kimlik konusunda kapsayici ve esnek bir yaklagimiin
benimsenmemesi ve yasal statiiye yapilan vurgu, topluluklar arasinda
gozlemlenen gerilim ve g¢atigma atmosferini derinlestirmektedir. Suriye
I¢c Savasi sonrasinda kiiresel manada goriiniir hale gelen go¢ hareketleri
AB icin 2015 yilindaki kriz ile zirveye ulagsmistir. Hein de Haas (2021),
gociin bireylerin sinirlar arasindaki hareketlerini kolaylastirdig: gibi teror
olusumlarinin da sinirlar1 asarak hedef'iilkelere sizmalar1 i¢in kolaylastirict
olabilecegini ifade etmistir. De Haas (2021) marjinal ideolojilere veya
baglantilara sahip bazi1 go¢menlerin de go¢ akinini vesile edinerek AB
iilkelerine girdigini ifade etmis ve insani krizlerin bir “kilif” olarak koti
emellere alet edilebilecegini vurgulamistir. Bu durum AB cografyasinda
siir kontroliine ve terdrle miicadeleye iliskin alinan tedbirlerin yeterliligi
hakkinda bazi endiselere yol agmistir (Koser & Kuschminder, 2015). Bu
endiseler yersiz degildir. Calismanin kavramsal ¢er¢evesinde de deginilen
13 Kasim 2015 tarihinde Fransa’nin baskenti Paris’te Stade de France’in
ve Bataclan Konser Salonu’nun da dahil oldugu ve yiizden fazla kisinin
hayatin1 kaybettigi farkli noktalarda gergeklesen ardisik bombali ve silahli
saldirilarin failleri, yerinden edilen gégmen olarak AB’ye giren kisilerdir.
Isimleri kamuoyuyla paylasilan ve DAES teror orgiitii iiyesi olan alti
saldirganin dordii Belgika, ikisi ise Fransa vatandaglhigina gecmistir. Go¢
ve terdr arasindaki baglantinin sonucunda terdr tehdidiyle basa ¢ikmak
icin ihtiya¢ duyulan gelismis glivenlik 6nemleri, yasal yollara bagvuran
goemenlerin siginma taleplerine devam edebilmeleri ve giivenli bir
sekilde hayatlarina devam edebilmeleri i¢in de 6nemlidir (Hein de Haas,
2021). Sikilagan go¢ politikalari ise teror eylemlerinin artma ihtimalini
dogurmaktadir. Ozellikle sik1 go¢ politikalarinin bir iiriinii olan gd¢gmen
kamplari; asir1 kalabalik yapisi, sinirli kaynaklart ve insan haklar
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ihlalleriyle radikallesme i¢in verimli bir zemin olusturmaktadir. Lischer’e
(2008) gore, kamplarin mevcut durumu burada ikamet eden bireylerin
kendilerini dislanmis ve toplumdan kopuk hissetmelerine sebep olup bu
kisilerin marjinal ideolojilerde care arayarak bunlara daha yatkin hale
gelmelerine sebep olmaktadir. Dolayistyla sik1 go¢ politikalarindan ziyade
etkili ve insan odakli go¢ politikalarinin benimsenmesinde fayda vardir.
Diinya ¢apinda gergeklesen go¢ hareketlerinin 6nemli bir kisminin miicbir
sebeplerle gerceklestigi goz oniline alindiginda, go¢ politikalarinin sikiligi
veya toplumsal uyuma verilen 6nem daha goriiniir hale gelmektedir. Zira
ozellikle din kaynakli gerilim ve g¢atismalarin yogun oldugu tilkelerden
ayrilan bireylerin hedef lilkelerde yogun bir dislanmaya maruz kalmasi
dini inanclarla motive edilen siddet eylemlerinin yasanma olasilig1
arttirmaktadir. AB smurlarinda 6zellikle son yirmi yilda gergeklesen
teror eylemleri g6z Oniine alindiginda, bu olasilik ironik olarak
degerlendirilebilir. Zira bu terér eylemlerinin biiyiik ¢ogunlugu, her
ne kadar “yalniz kurtlar” tarafindan ferdi olarak gergeklestirilmis olsa
da din eksenli terdr eylemleridir. Din eksenli terér eylemleri tarafindan
yerinden edilenler, sigindiklar1t AB cografyasinda yine din eksenli teror
eylemleriyle kars1 karsiya kalmislardir. Giivenlik adina ortaya ¢ikan ve
genellikle denetimden yoksun olan dislayici politikalar ve uygulamalarin
gbcmenlere ve yabancilar igin bir baski unsuru olarak kullanilmasi bu
eylemlerin tetikleyici unsurlar1 arasinda degerlendirilebilmektedir.

2001 sonrasi donemde gogli terdrizmle birlestirme egilimi, milliyetgi
sOylemlerle pekistirilen bir olgu olarak karsimiza ¢ikmistir. Gogmenlerin
potansiyel giivenlik tehdidi olarak tasvir edilmesi, gd¢men topluluklarin
marjinallestirilmesine ve dislayict politikalarin mesruluk kazanmasina
yardimct olmustur. Huysmans’m (2006) da belirttigi gibi, goge yonelik
bu giivenlik odakli yaklasim sadece siyasi soylemi degil, ayn1 zamanda
kurumsal uygulamalar1 da sekillendirmis, hiikiimetler insani kaygilardan
ziyade giivenlige giderek daha fazla Oncelik vermeye baglamistir.
Dolayisiyla milliyetgiligin yiikselisi, goclin giivenliklestirilmesinin hem
itici giicli hem de sonucu olarak ortaya ¢ikmis ve buna bagl olarak
olusturulan sdylemlerde ve politikalarda ulusal giivenlik ve kimlige yapilan
vurgu artarak devam etmistir.

Goctlin kendisi teroriin dogrudan sebepleri arasinda yer almamaktadir.
Ancak gog¢men olan veya ailesinde gogmenlik gecmisi olan bireylerin
dislanma ihtimallerinin ve marjinal ideolojilere egiliminin fazla olmasi
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ihtimali, “Go¢ ve terdr eylemleri arasinda bir bag kurulmali midir?”
sorusunu akillara getirmektedir. Bu baglamda, AB’de gerceklesen din
eksenli terér eylemlerini bu g¢alisma kapsaminda incelemeden oOnce
“yalniz kurt” kavramima deginmekte fayda vardir. Awan (2017) sosyal
dislanma ve ayrimciligin asirilik yanlis1 ideolojilerin {iremesi i¢in bir
zemin olusturdugunu ifade etmistir. Bununla beraber siyasi ve kiiltiirel
faktorler de entegrasyonun basarisini etkileyebilmektedir (Vertovec,
2010). Bu durum 6zelinde teroriin sebebi olarak teshis edilen yabancilara
duyulan diismanlik ve ayrimciligin artmasi gégmenlerin entegrasyonunu
zorlagtirmaktadir. Tiim bu unsurlar, “yalniz kurt” kavraminin dogusunda
kendisine yer edinmistir. Cevrim i¢i aglar da radikallesme siire¢lerinde
onemli bir role sahiptir (Bjelopera, 2015). Ayrica Horgan (2009) potansiyel
yalniz kurtlarin ¢evrim ici aglar sayesinde birbirlerine ulasabildiklerine
isaret etmistir. DAES gibi teror oOrgiitlerinin istthdam stirecinde sosyal
medyay1 kullanarak radikallesme egilimde olan bireylere ulagmasi, “yalniz
kurtlarin” teshis ve takibini zorlastirmaktadir (Conway, 2016). “Yalniz
kurtlar” bireyi yalnizlastiran bazi psikolojik faktorlerden etkilenmektedir.
McCauley ve Moskalenko (2008) bunlari; kisisel sorunlar, adaletsizlikler ve
ahlaki bir gorev duygusu olarak tanimlamigtir. AB devletlerinde ger¢eklesen
baz1 yiiksek profilli saldirilarin faillerinin gdgmen veya daha genis bir tabir
kullanirsak ““yabanci” olmasi, “yalniz kurtlara” iliskin ¢izilen profillerde
akillarin bir kdsesinde durmaktadir. “Yalniz kurt” kavrami bireycidir ve
tam olarak bu sebeple terdrle miicadelenin zorlukla ilerlemesine sebep
olmaktadir (Borum, 2011). Tiim bu bilgiler 1s1g1inda bu kavram su sekilde
tanimlanabilir: “Yalniz kurtlar”; izole aktdrlerce iistlenilen, yerlesik agirilik
yanlis1 gruplar veya orgiitlerle dogrudan koordinasyon halinde olmayan,
faaliyetleri ongoriilemeyen ve Onlenemeyen, bagimsiz siddet ve teror
eylemleri gerceklestiren bireylerdir.

Bu noktada daha 6nce bahsedilen etkili ve insan odakli go¢ politikalar
argiimanina donmekte fayda vardir. Zira “yalmz kurt” motifiyle
gergeklesen saldirilarda baskin bir go¢ olgusunun goézlemlendigi kabul
edilirse entegrasyon politikalar1 go¢ ve goce bagh etkilerin yonetilmesi
ve potansiyel risklerin azaltilmasi agisindan Onemli hale gelmektedir.
Entegrasyon politikalari, radikallesme ve teror ile miicadele de etkili olarak
kullanilabilecek bir unsurdur. Bu entegrasyon politikalari, ayn1 zamanda
istihdam firsatlarin1 da igermektedir. Ancak yabanci is giicii, kimilerince
yerli isciler i¢in bir tehdit ve refahlar1 i¢in bir yiik olarak goriilmektedir.
Kimi milliyet¢i yaklasimlar, ekonomik endiseleri temel alarak yabanci
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isglictiniin kit kaynaklar1 tiikettigini ve is piyasalarinda rekabeti
arttirdigin1 ifade etmektedir (Hainmueller & Hopkins, 2014). Yabanci
olarak degerlendirilen go¢menler, kiiltiire de yabancidir. Ulus devletin
sahip oldugu koklii kiiltiirii koruma cabasiyla artan milliyet¢ilik, gdgmen
karsithginin da artmasma sebep olmaktadir. Bu karsithik cogunlukla
milliyetcilik algis1 tizerinden sekillenmektedir.

TERORIZMLE MUCADELENIN TEMEL UNSURLARI VE
MILLIYETCILIK ALGISI

Devletler tarih boyunca farkli sekillerde terorizmle miicadele etmislerdir.
Gegmiste devletin teror saldirilarina verdigi en yaygin yanitlar inkar, istifa,
intikam ve oOrtiilii operasyonlar iken modern c¢agda, terdrizme yonelik
politika yanitlari da gelismis ve degismistir. Ulusal ve uluslararasi diizeyde
yasal g¢erceve tarafindan desteklenen dogrudan askeri miidahalelerden
polisiye tedbirlere, radikallesmeden arindirma c¢abalar1 gibi siyasal ve
sosyoekonomik tedbirler ile propaganda ya da psikolojik savas gibi
bir¢ok farkli metot bazi durumlarda eszamanli da olmak iizere terorizmle
miicadele amaciyla kullanilmaktadir (Bogain, 2020).

Terorizmle miicadele, 6zellikle modern ulus devletler baglaminda,
istihbarat toplama, askeri harekat, kolluk kuvvetleri arasinda kurulacak is
birligi ve uluslararas: is birligi gibi birka¢ temel unsura dayanmaktadir.
Ancak terdrle miicadele cabalari, milliyetciligin ylikselisi gibi siyasi
ve kiiltiirel derinligi olan dinamiklerden de etkilenmektedir. Ulus
devletin biitiinliigiinii ve giivenligini korumaya odaklanan milliyetgilik,
terorizme karst kamuoyunun tepkilerinin sekillenmesinde onemli bir
rol oynamaktadir. Milliyet¢i hareketler, uluslararasi kurumlarin ulus
devletin kendi vatandaslarini1 koruma kabiliyetini zayiflattigin1 savunarak,
ulusal egemenlige uluslar istii is birliginden daha fazla dncelik verme
egilimindedir. Milliyet¢i ideolojiler genellikle terorizmi kiiltiirel ve
dini farkliliklara bagli bir dis tehdit olarak sunar ve bu durum, yabanci
diismanlig1 ve go¢gmen karsithigini koriikleyebilmektedir.

Terorizmle miicadele agisindan temel ayrimi ulusal ve uluslararasi
diizeyde yapmak siniflandirma acisindan faydali olmaktadir. Yukarida
deginildigi gibi terérizmin olugmasinda en 6nemli faktorlerden biri var
olan bir ideolojinin asirilasmasi ve siddet yoluyla ifade edilmesidir. Bu
baglamda siyasal ve sosyo ekonomik tedbirlerin basinda kuskusuz en
onemli ve zorlu olanmi radikallesmenin temel nedenlerini ele almak ve
onlemektir. Devletlerin bireylerin radikallesmesini 6nlemek ic¢in net bir
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strateji - gelistirmelerini gerektirmektedir. Liberal demokrasi, hukukun
istlinliigii gibi devletin temel yap1 taslarinin giliclii olmasi ve devamlilig
radikallesmenin Oniine gecebilmekte en 6nemli araclar olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Bireylerin siiregelen radikallesme siirecinin bir parcasi
olmalarimi engellemek amaciyla birgok iilke, asirilik yanlist ideolojilerin
kok salmasini engelleyecek ¢esitli kanallarin devreye sokuldugu toplumsal
katilim programlar1 gelistirme yoluna gitmektedir. Ornegin AB, okullarda
radikallesmenin 6nlenmesine iliskin modiller gelistirmeye baslamis ve
bu kapsamda gd¢men entegrasyonu da dahil olmak {izere bir dizi egitim
politikasi1 tiretmis, egitim ve farkindalik kampanyalarinin kullanimini
yaygin hale getirmistir (Jugl vd. 2020).

Ulusal diizeyde modern demokratik devletlerin terérizmle miicadele
etmek icin bagvurdugu en kabul edilebilir yol, polisin ve diger “istihbarat
toplamadan” sorumlu birimlerin toplu olarak ¢aligmalaridir. Bu birimler
genellikle “gozetleme” ya da “izleme” olarak adlandirilan bir siireci
kullanarak kimin tehdit olusturdugunu ya da olusturabilecegini bulmaya ve
onlar1 harekete gegmeden 6nce tutuklamaya galisirlar. Terorle miicadeleye
yonelik Onleyici bu yaklasim polis ve istihbarat servislerine operasyonel
ve yasal devamlilik saglar; gizli bir sekilde yiiriitiilir ve bu nedenle
demokrasi, bireysel 6zgiirliik ve baris¢il siyasi miicadele degerlerine bagl
devletler i¢in uygundur. Son olarak ve belki de en 6nemlisi, diger herkesin
giivenligini ve haklarini giivence altina almay1 hedefler ve bu nedenlerden
otiirli de en uygulanabilir yontem olarak kabul gérmektedir (Ben vd. 2020).
Ote yandan, siyasi, sosyoekonomik ve kolluk kuvvetleri aracilifiyla
gergeklesen terorle miicadele faaliyetlerine zaman zaman askeri stratejilerin
de destegi gerekmektedir. Askeri stratejiler kapsaminda terdrle miicadele
operasyonlar1 genellikle konvansiyonel veya 6zel kuvvetler tarafindan
yliriitilen muharebe operasyonlarina ve sivil-asker operasyonlar1 ve
yerel giivenlik gii¢lerinin egitimi gibi bazi ilgili faaliyetlere odaklanir.
Terdrle miicadele operasyonlari; terdristleri, diger isyancilart ve ¢atigma
iizerinde etkisi olabilecek muharip olmayan kisileri hedef alan genel
bir kampanyanin parcasidir. Giiniimiizde terdrle miicadele faaliyetleri
sadece hiikiimetlerin sorumlulugu olarak goriilmemekte, ayn1 zamanda
bu tiir tehditlerle etkili bir sekilde miicadele etmek icin bolgesel veya
uluslararas1 diizeyde organize edilen devlet siirlarini asan faaliyetler
olarak degerlendirilmektedir (Stevenson, 2023).

Uluslararasi1 diizeyde miicadele agisindan atilabilecek ilk adim hukuki
diizeyde is birlikleridir. Bircok bolgesel orgiit terorizme karsi yasal siire¢ler
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ortaya koymus, devletler kendi aralarinda ikili ya da ¢ok tarafli anlagsmalar
yaparak terdrizmle miicadele ve terorist faaliyetlerle ilgili farkli konularda
bilgi aligverisinde bulunmak ve gerekli kurallar1 gelistirmek i¢in hukuki
bir temel saglama ¢abasi icerisine girmistir. Uluslararasi diizeyde is birligi;
teror oOrgiitlerinin faaliyet alanlarin1 sinirlandirmakta, suglularin iadesini
ve adil yargilanmalarin1 saglamaktadir (Madjid, 2022)

Terorizmle miicadelenin uluslararast yontemi, uluslararasi hukukta
sekillenen ve diinya toplumunun pratik ¢aligmalar1 sirasinda gelistirilen
kurumsal ¢erceveye dayanmaktadir. 11 Eyliil 2001 saldirilar1 sonrasinda
gerek BM gerekse AB ve NATO kapsaminda bir dizi karar, politika ve
uygulama gergeklesmistir. Ancak 6zellikle BM biinyesinde 2001 oncesi
stiregte de diinyanin maruz kaldig1 teror saldirilarina yonelik birtakim
kararlar almmustir. ilk olarak 1972 yilinda BM 3034 numarali karar
ile terorizm kavrami ele alinmistir (U.N. General Assembly, RES/3034,
1972). BM Kiiresel Terorle Miicadele Stratejisi’nin (A/RES/60/288)
kaleme alindig tarihte, Birlesmis Milletler tiye devletleri terérizme karsi
on bes evrensel hukuki belge imzalamis ve bunlara taraf olmustur (U.N.
General Assembly, A/RES/60/288,2006). Bununla beraber BM biinyesinde
terorizmin finansmanini Oonlemek, terorist bombalamalarina, rehin alma
eylemlerine, ugak kacirma eylemlerine ve terdrizmin finansmanina
kars1 koruma saglamak gibi terdrle miicadelenin ¢esitli yonlerini ele
alan sozlesmeler ve protokoller de olusturulmustur. BM’nin en giiclii
organlarindan olan Giivenlik Konseyi de terdrle miicadele konusunda
cesitli karar ve bildiriler kabul etmis, rejimler olusturmus ve uluslararasi
yasal c¢ergeveyi daha da giiclendiren bir dizi kilavuz ilke ve tavsiye
tizerinde ¢alismustir. Biitiin bu kararlar ve s6zlesmeler, terérle miicadelede
eylem birligine ve uluslararasi is birligine dncelik veren yeni Uluslararasi
Terorle Miicadele Hukuku normlarinin gelistirilmesini tesvik etmekte ve
desteklemektedir (Jafarnia, 2022) (Ugwueze & Onuoha, 2020).

Benzer girisimler 11 Eyliil saldirilar1 sonrasinda AB tarafindan da
gerceklestirilmistir. 2003 yilinda ortaya konulan “Daha lIyi bir Diinyada
Giivenli Bir Avrupa” isimli AB Avrupa Giivenlik ve Strateji Belgesi
birlik diizeyinde giivenlik alaninda atilmis en 6nemli belgelerden biridir.
Bilindigi tizere 1990’11 y1llardan sonra birlik olma yolunda adimlar atmaya
yonelen AB tiyesi devletler agisindan iki diinya savasi sonrasi giivenlik en
onemli ve “bir” olmay1 en ¢ok zorlayan kavramlardan biri olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Bu baglamda 2003 yilinda yayinlanan bu ilk giivenlik strateji
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belgesi birlik diizeyinde ortak bir algi ve tutumu yansitmasi agisindan
onem arz etmektedir. Takip eden siirecte AB diizeyinde 2008 yilinda
“Degisen Diinyada Giivenligi Saglamak” baslikli rapor Briiksel zirvesinde
yaymlanmigtir. Ayrica 2001 saldirilart sonras1 “AB Terdrizmle Miicadele
Stratejisi” (2005) es zamanl olarak ortaya konulmustur (Tangor & Sayin,
2012).

AB tiye devletleri arasinda yiikselen milliyet¢ilik ve yabanci diismani
popiilist partilerin, ideolojik ve siyasi hakimiyetlerini pekistirmek icin
‘Otekine kars1 korku yayma ve terdr tehdidinden faydalanma’ yoniindeki
ortak anlayis1 6zellikle 2001 sonras1 birlik tiyesi iilkelerde gerceklesen teror
saldirilart ile iligkilendirdikleri goriilmektedir (Walia, 2021). 2001 sonrasi
diinya tlizerinde gerceklesen siyasi ve jeopolitik degisimler kapsaminda
son yirmi yil AB acisindan biiyilk 6neme sahiptir. 11 Eylil 2001
saldirilar1 sonras1 Afganistan’a yonelik baslatilan uluslararasi koalisyon
miidahalesine bazi AB iilkelerinin katilmasi, Suriye i¢ savast ve Rusya-
Ukrayna savasi, Ikinci Diinya Savasi’ndan bu yana bdlgedeki en biiyiik
miilteci hareketliligini tetiklemistir. Ote yandan AB iiye devletlerinde
yasanan din eksenli terdrizm eylemleri giinliilk hayatin olagan akisinin
degismesine neden olmustur. Ozellikle Paris, Manchester, Stockholm
ve Barselona’da yasanan terdr eylemleri AB i¢in de bir endise kaynagi
haline gelmistir. Halen etkileri devam eden bu olaylarin bir sonucu olarak
da AB’de yiikselen ve toplum tarafindan karsilik bulan bir milliyetcilik
sOylemini ve hatta tarihsel korkulardan dolay1 da endisesini beraberinde
getirmistir. Bilindigi iizere milliyetgilik kavrami bigak sirt1 bir kavramdir
ve bu ideolojinin kontrolsiiz yiikselmesi Avrupa tarihinde ac1 sonuglar1 ve
savaslar1 da beraberinde getirmistir (Braun, 2021).

Ote yandan yukarida oldukca kisaca Ozetlenen terdrizmle miicadele
politikalarr, ulusla ve wuluslararas1 kurumlar diizeyinde ortaya
konulan politikalar aslinda gd¢men karsiti bir uygulama yapilmasini
onermemektedir. Diizensiz go¢ insanlik tarihi boyunca yasanan bir olgudur
ve bu bireylerin glinlimiiz diinyasi icerisinde asirilagsmasini engellemek,
demokrasi, kisinin hak ve hiirriyetlerine saygi kapsaminda bireylerin yeni
geldikleri habitatlara uyumunun ve entegrasyonunun saglanmasi aslinda
terdrizmle miicadelenin yapitagini olusturmaktadir.

SONUC
AB tiyesi iilkelerde yiikselen milliyet¢i hareketler giderek artan bir endise
unsuru haline gelirken go¢ ve terdrizm bu endigse unsurunun igerisinde
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en belirgin ve merkezi temalar arasinda yer almaktadir. Bu ¢alisma; gog,
milliyet¢ilik ve terérizm kavramlarmin ¢ok yonlii dogasina 151k tutarak
bu olgular1 kavramsal bir perspektiften analiz etmeyi amaclamaktadir.
AB genelinde verilen bazi 6rneklerle bu kavramlar arasindaki etkilesim
ele alinmis ve 6zellikle 11 Eyliil 2001 tarihinden sonra degisen giivenlik
paradigmalarina ¢alisma igerisinde dikkat ¢ekilmistir.

GoOc¢ hareketlerinin, tanimiyla celisecek bir sekilde, varis iilkesindeki
bireyler ve gruplarca istikrarsizlastirici bir gii¢ olarak algilanmasi; kiiltiirel
seyrelme, isttihdam kaygisi, kaynaklarin paylasimi ve giivenlik ihtiyaciyla
birlikte bazi korkular1 beslemistir. Bu tiir korkularin yiikselisi sadece
toplumsal uyumu zedelemekle kalmamis, aynt zamanda bu korkularin
istismar edilmesi yoluyla goé¢iin siyasallasmasina da katkida bulunmus
ve milliyet¢ilik kavraminin da asir1 ideolojiler arasinda yer edinmesine
yol agmistir. Bu degisim, AB genelinde asir1 sag partileri giiclendirmis
ve gocli ulusal kimlik ve glivenlige yonelik varolussal bir tehdit olarak
cerceveleyerek asirilik yanlisi ideolojilerin siyasi mesruiyet kazanmalarini
saglamistir. Calisma, milliyetgiligin yeniden canlanmasinin sadece
giivenlik kaygilarina bir tepki olmadigini, ayn1 zamanda kiiresellesme,
kiiltiirel degisim ve ekonomik giivensizlikle ilgili daha derin kaygilarin bir
ifadesi oldugu savini ortaya koymaktadir. AB’de milliyet¢i hareketlerin
yiikselisi ise miinferit bir olgu olmayip kiiresellesme, neoliberal
ekonomi politikalar1 ve geleneksel ulusal kimliklerin erozyonuna karsi
artan memnuniyetsizligi yansitan daha genis c¢apli bir kiiresel egilimin
parcasi olarak degerlendirilebilmektedir. Yasanan memnuniyetsizlikler,
gogmenleri hedef olarak belirlemis ve istihdam alaninda, konut temininde
veya sosyal yardimlara erisimde birer rakip olarak algilanmalarina sebep
olmustur. Bu memnuniyetsizlikler, bir noktada terérizm kavramiyla
kesismistir. Ozellikle milliyetci gruplar tarafindan olusturulan aidiyet
olgusunun disinda kalan yabancilar tarafindan gergeklestirilen teror
saldirilar1, go¢ii bir nefret objesi haline getirmis ve goc, ulusal giivenlige,
kiiltiire ve ekonomik istikrara yonelik bir tehdit olarak sergilenmistir.

Sonug olarak, AB iiye devletlerinde milliyetciligin yiikselisi go¢, terérizm ve
giivenlikleilgilidaha derin toplumsal kaygilari yansitan cok yonliibirmesele
olarak degerlendirilmeye uygundur. Bu zorluklarin kavramsal bir ¢erceve
icerisinde ele alinmas1 ve analiz edilmesi sadece politika degisikliklerini
degil, ayn1 zamanda go¢ ve ulusal kimligin kavramsallastirilma bi¢iminde
de bir degisimi gerektirmektedir. Ciinkli AB 6zelinde gociin terérizm ile
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bir arada anilmasi, milliyet¢i hareketlerin hem bir belirtisi hem de itici
giiciidiir. Bu sebeple, AB’nin demokratik yonetisimini gliclendirmesi ve
giivenli bir Avrupa toplumunu, milliyet¢iligin dislayici etkilerini eleyerek
yeniden tesis etmesi gerekmektedir.
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1991 yilinda Sovyetler Birligi dagildiktan sonra birlige dahil olan 15 tilke
bagimsizliginiilan etmisti. Ama Rus yoneticilerin birlige dahil olan iilkelere
yonelik her zaman hegemonik politikalar izledigi bilinen bir gercektir.
Vladimir Putin, 1999 yilinda géreve geldikten sonra eski Sovyetler Birligi’ne
dahil olan iilke liderlerinin bir kismryla yakin miittefiklik yaparak bolgesel
gii¢c olma iddiasinda bulunmustur. Putin yakin miittefikleriyle cogu zaman
Batili tilkelerin somiirgeci politikalarina karsi ¢ikmay1 basarmistir. Fakat
Putin ve yakin miittefikleri yonettikleri toplumlarin demokratik taleplerini
karsilayamadiklar1 i¢in baskici politikalar izlemek zorunda kalmistir.
Rus yonetiminin baskis1 altinda olan iilkelerdeki jeopolitik gerginlikler,
ekonomik esitsizlikler, issizlik sorunu, adaletsizlik, yolsuzluklar ve
cevresel sorunlar artarak devam ederken halk kolluk kuvvetlerinden
korktugu i¢in susmayi tercih etmistir. Fakat diger iilkelerden farkli olarak
Ukrayna’da halk Putin rejimine kars1 birleserek tepkisini dile getirmeyi
basarmistir. Dolayisiyla Ukrayna halkinin tepkileri, Putin rejiminin baskisi
altinda yasayan tiim bolge halkinin 6fkesini yansitmaktadir. Nitel arastirma
metodolojisine dayanan bu ¢aligmada birinci asamada Putin rejimi sistem
kurami baglaminda tartisilmistir. Ikinci asamada ise Putin tarafindan
yazilan “Ruslarla Ukraynalilarin tarihi birligi hakkinda” makale literatiir
tartismasi yapilarak incelenmistir. Calismanin temel amaci Putin rejiminin
neden bolge halki tarafindan hos karsilanmadigina dikkat c¢ekmektir.
Sonug kisminda ise bolgedeki sorunlarin ¢éziimiine yonelik Onerilere yer
verilmigtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ukrayna-Rusya savasi, Putin rejimi, Zelenski
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REGIONAL PEOPLE’S REACTION TO PUTIN’S
REGIME: THE EXAMPLE OF THE RUSSIA-UKRAINE
WAR

ABSTRACT

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, 15 countries that joined
the union declared their independence. However, it is known that Russian
leaders have always pursued hegemonic policies towards the countries that
were in the union. After Vladimir Putin took office in 1999, he made close
alliances with some of the countries’ leaders that were part of the former
Soviet Union and claimed to be a regional power. Putin has often managed
to oppose the colonial policies of Western countries with his close allies.
However, since Putin and his close allies could not meet the democratic
demands of the societies they governed, they were forced to pursue
oppressive policies. While geopolitical tensions, economic inequalities,
unemployment problems, injustice, corruption, and environmental
problems in the countries under the pressure of the Russian administration
continued to grow, the people preferred to remain silent because they were
afraid of the law enforcement forces. However, unlike other countries, the
people in Ukraine managed to unite against the Putin regime and voice their
reaction. Therefore, the reactions of the Ukrainian people reflect the anger
of the entire people of the region living under the oppression of the Putin
regime. In this study based on qualitative research methodology, in the first
stage, Putin’s regime was discussed in the context of the system theory. In
the second stage, the article written by Putin “About the historical unity of
Russians and Ukrainians” was examined through a literature discussion.
The main purpose of the study is to draw attention to why the people of the
region do not welcome the Putin regime. In the conclusion, suggestions for
solving the problems in the area are included.

Keywords: Ukraine-Russia war, Putin regime, Zelensky
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GIRIS

Ukrayna-Rusya arasindaki savas Putin ve onu destekleyenler tarafindan
Rusya’yla NATO iilkeleri arasinda ortaya cikan bir g¢atisma olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. Ukrayna Devlet Bagkani Volodimir Zelenski’nin
de Batili iilkelerin “kuklas1” oldugu iddia edilmektedir. Ozelikle Putin ve
onun yakin miittefikleri tarafindan ve yandas medya kuruluslarinda tim
elestiriler Zelenski’ye yoneltilerek Ukrayna halkinin verdigi 6zgiirliik
miicadelesi arka plana itilmektedir. Zelenski 2019 yilinda Ukrayna halki
tarafindan %73 oy oraniyla secilen ve yolsuzluga bulasmamis demokratik
bir lider olarak bilinmektedir. En ¢ok elestirilen konulardan biri Zelenski’nin
Batili iilkelerden maddi ve manevi destek almasidir. Yillarca devlet
zirhina biirtinerek muazzam gii¢ edinen otoriter rejimlere karsi miicadele
etmek hi¢ de kolay bir is degildir. Zelenski’nin yerinde Batili iilkelerden
destek aldigini1 elestirenlerin kendileri de olsaydi muhtemelen benzer
davraniglar sergilemek zorunda kalacaklardi. Batili iilkeler tarafindan
verilen destekler Zelenski’nin Batili iilkelerin kontroliinde hareket ettigi
yoniindeki iddialar1 giiclendirmis olabilir. Ancak Zelenski, Ukrayna’nin
bagimsizlig1 ve egemenligi icin Batili iilkelerle is birligi yaptigini, bunun
tilkesinin ¢ikarlarina hizmet ettigini savunmaktadir.

Ukrayna’nin Rusya i¢in tarihsel, jeopolitik ve ekonomik agidan ¢ok 6nemli
bir iilke olmas1 nedeniyle, gelecek tercihini Bati’dan yana kullanmasi
Rusya’y1asirt derecede rahatsiz etmistir (Bahargigek & Agir, 2015). 21 Mart
2014 tarihinde Kirim’in Rusya tarafindan ilhak edilmesi Ukrayna halkinin
Ofkesini kabartarak tercihlerini Batili {ilkelerden yana kullanmalarini
tetiklemistir. Putin ve yakin miittefikleri saldirgan tavirlarla Ukrayna
halkin1 korkutmay1 diisiinse de sonug¢ bekledikleri gibi olmamistir. 2019
yilindan dnceki Rusya-Ukrayna iliskileri incelendiginde mevcut sorunun
tamamen Zelenski’ye bagli olmadigi, halkin biiyiik oranda Putin rejiminin
baskici politikalarina karsi tepkili oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Nitekim Kasim
2014’te yapilan bir anket ¢alismas1 Ukraynalilarin %51 nin NATO {iyeligi
icin oy verecegini gostermistir (Shevel, 2015, s. 9). Euromaidan hareketi
ve 2014’teki Haysiyet Devrimi’nin ardindan Rusya yanlis1 hiikiimet
¢okmiis ve Bat1 yanlis1 hiikiimet iktidara gelmistir (Demir, 2022). 2014°te
Bat1 eksenine kayan, “Avrupalilasmak” adina Sovyet ge¢cmisinin izlerini
yok etmek ve Rusya ile baglarini tamamen koparmak i¢in radikal tavirlar
sergileyen Ukrayna’da, adaylarin bir¢ogu se¢im propagandalarini Rusya
karsitligi tizerinden yiiriitilyordu (Memis, 2019). Se¢im propagandalarinin
halkin istekleri dogrultusunda veya oy alabilmek kaygisiyla yapildig

Florya Chronicles of Political Economy - Year 10 Number 2 - October 2024 (187-210) 189



Bolge Hallumn Putin Rejimine Karsi Tepkisi: Rusya-Ukrayna Savast Ornegi

bilinen bir gergektir. Bunoktadan hareketle Ukrayna’da sadece yoneticilerin
degil halkin da Putin rejimiyle baglarini tamamen koparmak istedikleri
anlasilmaktadir. Eski Sovyet iilkelerinin Rusya’yla baglarini koparmasi
demek Putin rejiminin devrilmesi demektir. Bu nedenle Putin, Sovyet
gecmisinin izlerinin silinmemesi i¢in her yolu denemektedir. Aslinda Rus
kiiltiirii eski Sovyet iilkelerinde halkin biiyiik cogunlugunun karsi olmasina
ragmen ¢esitli enstriimanlarla devam ettirilmektedir.

Mevcut diinya diizeninde yonetim sekli hem ulusal hem de uluslararasi
diizeyde kapsayict olmadigi i¢in derin bir huzursuzluk hiikiim stirmektedir.
Global diizeyde siiper devlet, biiyilk devlet ve bolgesel giic olma
iddialartyla politikalar yiiriiten liderler yonetilenlerin nasil “ezildigini” hi¢
umursamiyor goriinmektedir. Cok karmasik goriinen olaylara sistematik
bir yaklasimla odaklanan genel sistem kuramina gore sistem birbiriyle
uyumlu ve dinamik calisan farkli bilesenlerden olusmaktadir (Neciyev,
2024: 13). Bu noktadan bakildiginda cesitli amaglarla siliper devlet,
biiyiik devlet ve bolgesel giic olma iddiasinda olan {ilkeleri yonetenlerin
politikalar1 bazen dolayli bazen dogrudan tiim diinya toplumunun biiyiik
bir kisminin yagamini olumsuz etkilemektedir. Devlet, siyasal sistemin
kendisini tanimladigr en 6nemli bi¢cimdir (Albert, 2019: 8). Hem devlet
diizeyinde hem de bireysel olarak herkes digerlerine istiinliigiinii kabul
ettirmek amaciyla gii¢lii olmak i¢in her yolu miibah gormektedir ¢iinkii giig,
istenilen sonuca hizmet eden fiziksel siddetten, bir aklin digerini kontrolii
gibi psikolojik baglara kadar her tiirlii iligkiyi kapsamaktadir (Acar, 2019:
26). Otoriter rejimlerde siyasi gii¢ sembolik olarak genellestirilmis iletigim
araci olarak kullanilmaktadir.

Kiiresel sistemde politik anlamda ¢ok absiirt ve adaletsiz bir diizenin
oldugunu sdylemek yanlis olmaz. Sistem yaklasimi perspektifinden
bakildiginda diinya toplumunu olumsuz etkileyen sorunlarin tamaminin
yoneten kesimden kaynaklandigi anlasilmaktadir. Bertalanffy’e gore
her olayi, bu olaym, c¢evresiyle birlikte baska olaylarla etkilesimli veya
baglantili oldugunu g6z 6niinde bulundurarak incelemek; genel sistemi
anlamak, tahmin etmek ve kontrol etmek acisindan 6nemlidir (Neciyev,
2024: 14). Toplum sayisiz etkilesim sistemine dayanir (Albert, 2019:
4). Bu mantikla siyasi sistem daha genis bir sosyal ¢evreye gomiilii bir
sistemdir. Otoriter rejimlerde siyasi sistem alt sistemleri kontrol altinda
tutarak insanlar1 sosyal sistemlerden dislamaktadir. Giiniimiiz diinyasinda
otoriter liderlerin siirekli bir diigmana ihtiya¢ duymasi trajikomik hale
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gelmigtir. Bu durum sadece Rusya’da degil diinyanin bir¢ok iilkesinde
goriilmektedir. Putin’in mevcut durumunu Rus filozof Solovyov 132
yil once ¢ok i1yi tanmimlamustir. Walter Laqueur (2015), “Putinism” adl
kitabinda Ruslarin komplo teorilerine dikkat cekmek amaciyla Rus filozof
Vladimir Solovyov’un 1892’de yazdigi yazisindan yaptigi asagidaki
alintrya yer vermistir:

Saglikly bir viicuda sahip, giiclii, yetenekli ve acimasiz olmayan bir kisiyi
hayal edelim, ¢iinkii bu, Rus halkinin genel goriisiidiir. Bu kiginin veya
kisilerin su anda ¢ok acinasi bir durumda oldugunu biliyoruz. Ona yardim
etmek istiyorsak, once onda neyin yanlis oldugunu anlamamiz gerekir.
Boylece onun gercekte deli olmadigini, zihninin yalnizca biiyiikliik deliligine
vaklasan yanlis fikirlerden, herkese ve her seye karsi bir diismanliktan
onemli olgiide etkilendigini ogreniriz. Gergek avantajina kayitsiz, olasi
zarara kayitsiz, var olmayan tehlikeleri hayal eder ve bunun iizerine en
sa¢ma onermeleri insa eder. Ona oyle gelir ki tiim komgulart onu rahatsiz
ediyor, onun ihtisamina yeterince boyun egmiyorlar ve her sekilde ona
zarar vermek istiyorlar. Ailesindeki herkesi ona zarar vermekle ve onu
terk etmekle, diisman kampina ge¢mekle su¢luyor. Komgularinin evini
baltalamak ve hatta silahli bir saldiri baslatmak istedigini diistiniiyor. Bu
nedenle silahlar, revolverler ve demir kilitler satin almak icin muazzam
miktarda para harcayacak. Eger zamani kalirsa, ailesine karst donecek.
Elbette, ona yardim etmeye istekli olsak bile, ona para vermeyecegiz, ancak
fikirlerinin yanlis ve haksiz olduguna ikna etmeye ¢alisacagiz. Hala ikna
olmazsa ve ¢ilginliginda israr ederse ne para ne de uyusturucu yardimci
olacaktir.

Snyder (2018), Putin’in bati lilkelerine yonelik saldirilarint ulusal gurur
kaynagi haline getirdigini savunmaktadir. Rusya’nin mevcut yoneticilerinin
siyasi bakis acis1 ve demokrasiye karsi tutumlari ile Sovyetler Birligi’ni
yonetenlerin siyasi bakislar1 ve demokrasiye karsi tutumlar1 arasinda
ciddi benzerlik goriinmektedir. Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasindan bu
yana gegen yillarda Rus yonetim seklinde biiylik degisim olsa da komsu
iilkelere eziyet etme politikalar1 (Snyder, 2011) benzer sekilde devam
etmektedir. Binlerce Rus askeri ve denizcisiyle Ukrayna’nin limanlarina,
havaalanlarina, yollarina, demiryollarina ve sehirlerine saldiran Putin, bu
krizden dolayr NATO’nun suglu oldugunu iddia etmektedir (Person &
McFaul, 2022).
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Dijital ¢agda Ukrayna-Rusya savasinda oldugu gibi rakiplere karsi
ustiinliik saglamak i¢in dezenformasyon kritik 6nem tasimaktadir. Timothy
D. Snyder (2018) tarafindan yazilan “Ozgiirliigiin Olmayisina Giden Yol:
Rusya, Avrupa, Amerika” adli kitapta Putin’in en sevdigi Rus filozofu
ve dezenformasyon icin olusturdugu sablona dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Putin’in
en ¢cok Oonemsedigi ve fikirlerinden yararlandig1 Rus asilli siyasi filozof
Ivan Ilyin 1954°te Isvigre’de siirgiinde oldugu zaman 6lmiis ve 2005’te
kalintilar1 yeniden gdmiilmek i¢in Moskova’ya gotiiriilmiistiir. Yazara
gore Rusya’da siyasi felsefe kitaplar1 Putin doneminde popiiler olan
Ilyin’in temel stratejilerini izlenmektedir. Rus ruhuna diisman olanlarmn
tespit edilip yok edilmesi ve s6z konusu diismanlar olmadig: takdirde icat
edilmeleri veya abartilmalari ilyin tarafindan énerilmistir. Ukrayna-Rusya
savasl dezenformasyon ve siber savasla desteklenerek dogudan batiya
yayilmistir. Snyder’e (2018) gore Rusya her yerde milliyet¢iler, oligarklar
ve radikaller arasinda miittefikler bulmus ve Bat1 popiilizminin yiikseligini,
Ingilizlerin AB’ye kars1 oy kullanmasini ve Donald Trump’in segilmesini
hedeflemistir.

Her iilkede veya bolgede yoneten kesimin kontroliinde belli bir yonetim
sekli vardir. S6z konusu yonetim sekilleri bir sistem olarak iki kisma
boliinmektedir. Dis ¢evreleriyle etkilesimde bulunan sistemler acik,
etkilesimde bulunmayanlar ise kapali sistemler olarak siniflandirilmaktadir.
Siyasi sistem, diger islev sistemleri gibi ¢evresini ve ¢evresindeki sistemleri
kendi koduna dayanarak gozlemler (Albert, 2019: 10). Amaglar1 ayni
olan g¢evrelerin birbiriyle etkilesimde bulunmasi herhangi bir sorun teskil
etmemektedir. Putin’in ve yakin miittefiklerinin insa ettigi sistem kapali
bir sistemdir. En biiylik korkular1 Zelenski gibi bir liderin ortaya ¢ikip
halkin talepleri dogrultusunda hareket etmesidir. Toplumu bask: altinda
yoneten otoriter liderler hem distan hem de icten gelebilecek tehlikelere
kars1 yandaglariyla birlikte her an kendilerini tetikte durmak zorunda
hissederler. S6z konusu tehlikelerle basa ¢ikmak i¢in otoriter liderlerin
en ¢ok tercih ettigi yontemlerden biri ortak amaclar ugruna birbirleriyle
is birligi yapmaktir. Rejimin ilkelerine kars1 ¢ikmak yakin miittefik olan
liderlerin de isine gelmemektedir. Otoriter diizenlerde mevcut sistemin
parcasi olmayan herkes “siirtinerek” yasamak mecburiyetinde kalmaktadir.
Yonetim erkini elinde bulunduran kesimin yonetilenler tizerindeki
egemenligi ve hakimiyeti her zaman ciddi bir sorun alani olusturmus ve
bu yonetsel egemenlik, ¢ogunlukla da bir “hegemonya”ya doniismiistiir
(Calis, 2016: 22). Bu mantikla Ukrayna halkinin miicadelesi Putin
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rejiminin baskisindan kurtulmaya calisan tiim bolge halkinin 6zgiirliik
miicadelesi olarak nitelendirilmelidir. Otoriter rejimlerde diizene karsi
cikmak Ukrayna’da oldugu gibi ¢ok biiyiik tavizler vermek anlamina
gelmektedir. Zelenski’nin ifadesiyle (Collins, 2022) “Ukraynalilar tim
diinyanin 6zgiirliigii i¢cin savasityorlar”.

Yandas propagandacilar Rusya’nin ¢ok biiyiik bir bolgesel gii¢ oldugunu
sik sik dile getiriyorlardi. Fakat Ukrayna-Rusya savasi basladiktan sonra
aslinda Rusya’nin anlatildig1 gibi gii¢lii bir tilke olmadig1 ortaya cikti.
Putin’in “yenilmez” olarak tanimladig1 ve NATO fiilkelerini tehdit ettigi
Satan II adli kitalararasi balistik fiizenin son denemesinin de basarisiz
olmas1 Rusya’nin askeri teknoloji ile ilgili iddialarinin gergek olmadigini
gosterdi (Teymur, 2024). Putin’in en yakin miittefiklerinden biri olarak
bilinen Belarus Devlet Baskan1i Aleksandr Lukasenko Ukrayna-Rusya
savasl baslamadan yaklagik bir ay once “Ukrayna’da savas en fazla 3-4
giin davam edecek, Zelenski hemen kagacak (Ayaz, 2022)” demisti.
Bu ifadeden de anlasildigi gibi halkin giiclinii hafife alarak kendilerini
yenilmez saniyorlardi ama Ukrayna’da isler sandiklar1 gibi olmayinca
sasirdilar.

1994°ten itibaren Belarus’un ilk ve tek devlet baskani olan Lukasenko
gibi liderlerin tek amaci iktidari elden birakmamaktir. Iktidarlarini
koruyabilmek i¢in halktan destek alamadiklar1 i¢in Putin’le miittefiklik
yaparak otoriter bir rejim kurmaktan baska secenekleri kalmamustir.
Zaten Putin’in kontroliindeki iilkelerle NATO iilkeleri arasindaki en
onemli fark bir tarafta yonetenlerin demokratik yollarla belli araliklarla
yasalara uygun olarak degismesi, diger tarafta ise liderlerin uzun yillardir
degismemesi ve otoriter bir yonetim seklinin mevcut olmasidir. Ayrica
Sovyetler Birligi kuruldugu zaman da Rus yonetimi, komsusu olan
tilkelere yonelik saldirgan tavirlar sergileyerek kontrol altinda tutmaya
calismistir (Ozdemir, 2023). Kolektiflestirme, Sovyetler Birligi’nin
her yerinde bir felaket olsa da milyonlarca insanin katledildigi, acikc¢a
onceden tasarlanmig toplu katliamin kanit1 en ¢ok Sovyet Ukrayna’sinda
belirgin olmustur (Snyder, 2011). Sovyetler Birligi dagildiktan sonra da
Putin ayni gelenegi devam ettirmistir. Rus yoOnetiminin baskilari1 tarih
boyu komsusu olan iilkelerde agir tahribatlara neden olmustur (Simsir,
2012). On milyonlarca insanin savaslarda ve savas doneminde acgliktan
oldiigii bilinmektedir (Snyder, 2011). Ge¢misten ders ¢ikaran bazi komsu
tilkelerin liderleri hem iktidarlarini korumak hem de gerginlik yasamamak
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icin Putin rejimiyle miittefiklik etmek zorunda kalmistir. Sonug¢ olarak
Putin rejiminin etkilerinden dolay1 bolge halki antidemokratik bir diizende
cesitli sorunlarla yasamak zorunda birakilmistir. S6z konusu iilkelerin
otoriter liderlerinden bazilar1 Putin’in kayyum olarak atadigi memurlar gibi
faaliyet gostermektedir. 2022 yilinda Kazakistan’da akaryakit zammina
kars1 protestolar patlak verdiginde hiikiimet ayaklanmalar1 kontrol altina
almak i¢in Kolektif Giivenlik Antlasmas1 Orgiitiinden (KGAO) yardim
istemistir. Hiikiimetin talebi iizerine Rus askerleri krize miidahale ederek
bolgede varliklarini ve etkilerini gostermistir (Ozsoy, 2022).

ABD’nin diinya genelinde tek basina hegemonik bir gii¢ olmaya ¢aligsmasi
diinya {ilkeleri tarafindan elbette hos kabul edilmemektedir. Bu anlamda
Rusya’nin ABD’ye karsi ¢ikmasi anlamli bir tavirdir. Fakat Putin
rejiminin etkisi altinda yasayan insanlarin haklarinin ihlal edilmesi de
kabul edilebilir bir durum degildir. Ayrica o bolgede yasayan insanlara
ABD ve NATO ile ilgili anlatilar pek inandirict gelmemektedir. Ciinkii
Ukrayna halki iilkelerine yakin cografi konumda yerlesen ve NATO’ya
tiye olan Polonya, Litvanya, Letonya, Estonya gibi iilkelerde insanlarin
daha 6zgiir yagadiklarin1 gézlemleyebiliyorlar. Ayni sekilde Putin ve yakin
miittefikleri de bu durumun farkindadir. Boyunduruk altinda yasayan
insanlar Putin rejiminden kurtulabildikleri takdirde insan merkezli bir
diizende yasayabileceklerine inanmaktadirlar. Eski Sovyet iilkelerinden
AB’ye iiye olan Litvanya, Letonya, Estonya’nin Putin’in anlattig1 gibi
Batili iilkelerden gelebilecek herhangi bir giivenlik tehdidiyle kars1 karsiya
olmadiklart da agikardir.

Halihazirda diinyada yaganan kargasalarin asil miisebbibi ¢esitli nedenlerle
sozde dahiyane stratejik hamleler yapan sézde diinya liderleridir. Bu
liderler s6zde insanlar1 birbirinden korumak icin durmadan savunma
sanayisine yatirim yapiyorlar ve savas cikariyorlar. Bu anlamsiz kisir
dongii yoksul tabakanin hayatin1 adeta cehenneme c¢evirmektedir. Sanki
diinyay1 yonetenler bir seyler yapmak yerine hi¢bir sey yapmasalar diinya
daha huzurlu bir yer olacak gibi gériinmektedir. Diinya genelinde esaret
altinda yasayan insanlarin tek istedigi insan gibi yasamaktir. Diisiinebilen
insanlari artik gereksiz komplolara ve anlatilara tahammiilleri kalmamastir.
Insanca yasamak her bir bireyin dogal hakkidir, kimse baskasinin haklarini
ithlal etmemelidir.

PUTIN’E GORE UKRAYNA RUSYA SAVASININ TEMEL NEDENi
Ukrayna-Rusya savast Rusya’nin Ukrayna’ya 24 Subat 2022 tarihinde

194



Sehavet NECIYEV

baslattig1 genis capli bir askeri harekatla baslamistir. Savas, bagkent Kiev
de dahil olmak tizere Ukrayna’nin bir¢ok sehrine hava saldirilar1 ve kara
harekatlar1 ile baslamistir ve giiniimiize kadar devam etmektedir (Harris,
2022). Ukrayna halk: ve ordusu, Rus saldirilarina kars1 yogun bir direnis
sergilemistir. Savag silirecinde Batili {ilkeler Ukrayna’ya 6nemli 6l¢iide
askeri ve mali destek saglamistir. Putin’e gore bu savasin baslamasinin
en temel nedeni Ukrayna’nin NATO’ya katilma ihtimaline kars1 duyulan
endisedir. Ancak Putin’in savasi baglatmasina yonelik temel nedeni bile
mantikli kabul edilmemistir ¢linkii Ukrayna Rusya’dan bagimsiz bir tilkedir
ve yonetimin uygun gordiigii herhangi bir uluslararast kurulusa katilma
hakki vardir. Putin’in Ukrayna yonetiminin verdigi kararlara kars1 ¢ikmaya
hicbir hakki yoktur. Savasin gercek nedeni Rusya’nin tarihsel olarak
Ukrayna tizerindeki etkisini stirdiirmek istemesidir (Kleinschmidt, 2019).
Bu nedenle yillarca Rusya tarafindan desteklenen Donbas bdlgesindeki
Rusya yanlis1 ayrilik¢1 hareketler de kullanilmis olabilir. Genel olarak
Rusya ile komsular1 arasindaki anlasmazlik noktalar1 arasinda, eski Sovyet
iilkelerinde Ruslara ve Rusca konusanlara yonelik kotii muamele ve yeni
bagimsiz devletlerin Rusya ile Bat1 arasindaki jeopolitik yonelimleri neden
olarak gosterilmektedir.

Tarihsel olarak Rusya’nin, komsusu olan birgok tilkeyle sorunlar yasadigi
bilinmektedir. Rusya; Ukrayna, Giircistan, Baltik Ulkeleri, Polonya,
Kazakistan, Azerbaycan, Ermenistan, Moldova, Beyaz Rusya (Belarus),
Cin ve Norveg’le zaman zaman gerginlik yasamistir. “Yakin cevre
doktriniyle” bolgesel giic olmak iddiasiyla Rusya’nin komsusu olan
birgok iilkeye yonelik agresif ve saldirgan tavirlar sergilemesi bolgede
istenmeyen iilke durumuna diigmesine neden olmustur (Trenin, 2016).
Rusya’nin 2014°te Ukrayna’da Kirim’1 ilhak etmesi (Caligkan, 2022) ve
Donbas bolgesindeki ¢atigsmalar nedeniyle ciddi gerginlikler yasadig,
2008’de Giircistan’da Abhazya ve Giiney Osetya bolgelerindeki savas ve
sonrasindaki tanima stireci ile ilgili gerginlikler yasadigi, tarihsel ve politik
nedenlerden dolay1r Baltik iilkeleriyle (Estonya, Letonya ve Litvanya)
gerginlik yasadigi, Polonya’yla tarih boyunca karsilikli ¢esitli sorunlardan
dolay gergin iliskilerin glinlimiizde de devam ettigi, Kazakistan’la sinir ve
Rus niifusu ile ilgili gerginliklerin yasandigi bilinmektedir. Bu iilkelerin
yani sira, Rusya ¢esitli etnik gruplar ve bolgesel anlagsmazliklar nedeniyle
diger {ilkelerle de ciddi gerginlikler yasamistir. Rus yonetiminin Daglik
Karabag bolgesindeki catigmalar ve etnik gerilimler nedeniyle zaman
zaman Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan’la gerginlik yasadigi, Moldova’yla
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Transdinyester bolgesindeki ayrilik¢i hareketler ve siyasi gerginliklerle
ilgili sorunlar yasadigi, Beyaz Rusya’yla i¢ politikadaki gelismeler ve
bagimsizlik tartigmalar1 nedeniyle zaman zaman gerginlik yasadigi,
Norveg’le Kuzey Denizi’ndeki dogal kaynaklar ve sinir anlagmazliklari
nedeniyle zaman zaman sorun yasadigi tarihe ge¢mistir. Cin ve Rusya
arasinda tarihsel olarak bazi siir sorunlar1 yasanmis olsa da giinlimiizde
ikili iligkilerin iyi bir diizeyde oldugu goriilmektedir. Aslinda Putin’in
yazdig1 makalede Ukrayna’nin neden gelecek tercihini onlardan degil de
Bati tilkelerinden yana kullandig1 sorusunun cevabi Rusya’nin agresif ve
saldirgan politikalaridir.

Ukrayna da diger komsu iilkeler gibi, zaman zaman Rusya’nin tarihsel
ve giincel politikalar1 nedeniyle farkli sekillerde agresif saldirilara maruz
kalmaktadir. Insanlar1 zorla bir seyler yapmaya mecbur etmek kesinlikle
siirdiiriilebilir bir strateji olamaz. Ilkel ve saldirgan tavirlarin yerine
yumusak gili¢ kullanilirsa daha etkili sonuglar almak miimkiin olacaktir.
Yukarida siralanan gerginlikler yasadiktan sonra insanlarin kendi istegiyle
Rus yonetimine veya halkina sevgi gostermesi ve saygi duymasi kolay
olmayacaktir.

Ukrayna-Rusya savasiyla ilgili sosyal medya platformlarinda yazilan
yorumlarda Putin’in hakli oldugu, Zelenski’nin, NATO’nun, ABD’nin ve
AB iilkelerinin hedef gosterilerek elestirildigi dikkat ¢ekmektedir (Tam
& Kurtulus 2022). S6z konusu yorumlarin bot hesaplar veya Putin rejimi
tarafindan finanse edilen troller tarafindan yapilma olasilig1 ¢cok yiiksektir
ve arastirilmasi gereken onemli konulardan biridir. Letonya O6rneginde
oldugu gibi birgok tilkeye yonelik trolleme kampanyalar: yiiriiten trollerin
Rus hiikiimeti tarafindan finanse edildigi bilinmektedir (Neciyev, 2024:
91).

PUTIN’i YAKIN MUTTEFIKLERIYLE BIRLESTIREN
DEGERLER

Putin’i yakin miittefikleriyle birlestiren degerlere bakildiginda ilk sirada
boélgede mevcut olan politik diizeni korumak goériinmektedir. S6z konusu
yakin miittefikler halkin ulusal egemenligini ve bagimsizligin1 korumak
amaciyla birlikte hareket etmek zorunda olduklarini belirtseler de ifadeleri
davraniglariyla 6rtiismemektedir. Bati iilkelerine karsi ortak bir amaclarinin
olmas1 yakin miittefiklerin ortak hareket etmesini kolaylagtirmaktadir.
Aslinda Bati iilkelerinin yiiriittiigii politikalara kars1 her bir lider iktidarini
korumak i¢in Putin rejimiyle is birligi yapmak zorundadir. Ayn1 zamanda
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giivenlik ve savunma politikalari, enerji politikalari, ticaret ve ekonomik
i birligi politikalari, kiiltiirel ve tarthsel baglarin siirdiiriilmesine
yonelik girisimler ve Bati karsiti politikalar ancak mevcut rejimin
stirdiiriilebilirligine hizmet etmektedir. Rusya’y1 24 yildir yoneten Putin
eger gergekten halkin 6zgiir ve demokratik kosularda yasamasini isteseydi
totaliter bir diizen kurup kendini 6miir boyu baskan ilan etmezdi.

Putin rejiminin giivenlik ve savunma konusundaki politikalarinin amaci
ozellikle NATO gibi askeri ittifaklara karsi miittefik {ilkelerin liderleriyle is
birligi yapmaktir. Bu amag ortak askeri tatbikatlar ve savunma anlagmalari
seklinde kendini zaman zaman gostermektedir. Enerji politikalari,
ticaret ve ekonomik is birligine yonelik politikalar, kiiltiirel ve tarihsel
baglarin korunmasina yonelik politikalar Putin’in yakin miittefikleriyle
kurdugu iligkilerde belirleyici bir rol oynamaktadir. Putin’inin “Ruslarla
Ukraynalilarin Tarihi Birligi Hakkinda” baslikli makalede de itiraf ettigi
gibi yakin miittefikleriyle milyonlarca insanin hayatini olumsuz etkileyen
hatalar yaptiklar1 bilinen bir ger¢ektir. En biiyiik hatalardan biri ise
herhangi bir halki zorla boyunduruk altina tutmaktir. Rusya’da ve Avrasya
Balkanlari’ndaki (Ozder, 2013: 66) iilkelerde insanlarm baski altinda
yonetildigi kimseye sir degildir. BRICS’e katilan ve katilmak isteyen
tilkelerin neredeyse tamaminda temel insan haklar1 ve 6zgiirliikleri ihlal
edilmektedir. Ayn1 zamanda BRICS’e katilan iilkelerin hepsinde politik
istikrarsizlik oldugu diisiiniilmektedir (Aydinbas, 2023).

ABD tarafindan tiim diinya {ilkelerinin basvurabildigi Yesil Kart (Green
card) uygulamasimin en temel amaglarindan biri diinya toplumunun
tilkelerindeki memnuniyetini 6l¢gmektir. Diinyanin ¢esitli lilkelinden iyi
egitimli insanlar1 ¢esitli cazip imkanlarla zaten iilkesine ¢ceken ABD,
Yesil Kart uygulamasiyla da genel bir nabiz yoklamasi yapmaktadir.
Ulkelerindeki kosullardan memnun olmayan insanlarm Yesil Kart
uygulamasiyla ABD’de kalic1 ikamet ve ¢alisma hakki kazandiklar1 zaman
mutluluktan zipladiklarini gosteren video iceriklere yeni medya ortaminda
her sene yenileri eklenmektedir. Muhtemelen ABD’de yetkililer hangi
iilkelerde ve hangi diizeyde insanlarin iilkelerindeki durumdan memnun
olmadigi icin ABD’ye gocmek istemesiyle ilgili detayli istatistik bilgileri
toplay1p degerlendiriyorlar. Hi¢ kimse kolay kolay iilkesini terk edip bagka
bir iilkeye yerlesmek istemez. Gelismemis iilkelerde, iilkeyi yonetenler
icin bu tiir bilgilerin hicbir degerinin olmamasinin yaninda insanlarin
hangi kosullarda ve nasil yasadiklar1 da Onemsenmemektedir. Eger
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BRICS’e katilan ve katilmak isteyen iilkelerin hepsinde Ukrayna’daki
gibi iddiali bir liderin ortaya ¢ikma firsati olursa halk tereddiit etmeden
destekleyecektir. Bir tarafta NATO ittifaki, diger tarafta ise BRICS ittifaki
mevcuttur. Aralarindaki temel fark ise NATO {iyesi olan iilkelerde insan
haklarinin, refah diizeyinin ve 6zgiirliiklerin BRICS’e {iye olan iilkelerden
kat kat fazla 6nemsenmesidir. Tiim liderler insanlar1 baski altinda tutmak
yerine onlarin refah diizeylerini iyilestirmeyi ve haklarina saygi duymay1
tercih etmelidir.

Mercyhurst Universitesi’'nde Istihbarat Calismalar1 alaninda ¢alisan Fred
Hoffman’a goére Vladimir Putin ve yandaslari; agikca ABD ile savas
halinde olduklarini, Rusya’nin amacinin Avrupa’da egemen gili¢ olmak
ve eski SSCB topraklar: iizerinde kontrolii yeniden ele gecirmek, yeni
diinya diizenini kurmak ve Bati’y1 ¢okertmek oldugunu séylemektedirler.
ABD ydnetimi savunma biitgesinin yiizde besinden bile az maliyetle ve
askerlerini tehlikeye atmadan Putin rejimine karsi miicadele etmeyi en
1yi segenek olarak nitelendirmektedir. Putin rejiminin yaptig1 anlagsmalara
giivenmeyen ABD ydnetimi ve miittefikleri; Putin’in firsat buldugu takdirde
Ukrayna’nin tamamini, Baltik iilkelerini, Polonya’y1 isgal edebilecegini
diistinliyorlar. Rusya’nin niikleer saldirisi riski altinda olduklarini diisiinen
NATOdilkeleriigin en kotii senaryo NATO Antlagmasi’nin 5. maddesi geregi
NATO-Rusya catismasinin baslamasidir. Bdyle bir senaryo gerceklesirse
ABD ordusu ¢atismaya girecek ve maliyeti ¢ok yliksek olacaktir.

ABD’nin 6zgiir diinyanin lideri olarak kalmasi gerektigini vurgulayan
Hoffman’a gore Cin, Bati i¢in uzun vadeli bir tehdittir, ancak Rusya’nin
saldirganlig1 ve yayilmaciligi basa cikilmasi gereken acil bir tehdittir.
NATO iilkelerinin yaklasimina gore hi¢ kimse siddet yanlisi diktatorlere
kars1 ¢ikmazsa diinya diizeni daha da koétiilesebilir. ABD yOnetimine gore
eger Rusya tiim Dogu Avrupa’yi, Cin de Asya’y ele gegirirse daha sonra
Afrika ve Gliney Amerika’y1 aralarinda bolmeye baslayabilirler.

RUSYA’DA MUHALIFLERIN ACIMASIZCA SUSTURULMASI
YAYGIN OLARAK BILINEN BiR UYGULAMADIR

Otoriter rejimlerde insanlar korktuklari i¢in tepki veremeyecek hale
getirilmistir. Hukukun dstiinliigii ilkesine gore yOnetilmeyen iilkelerde
yapilan se¢imlerin de hi¢bir anlami1 kalmamistir. Diktatorlerin ¢esitli
oyunlar, diizenlemeler ve is birlikleri yaparak her defasinda bir sekilde
sandiktan ¢ikmay1 basardiklarina dair c¢ok sayida oOrnek ve kanit
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bulunmaktadir. Egitim diizeyi farkli olan vatandaglarin esit oy kullanma
hakkina sahip olmas1 da yapilan se¢imleri islevsiz hale getirmektedir.

Yasama ylriitme ve yargmin bagimsiz olmadigi iilkelerde rejime
mubhalif olanlar elestirileri ve reform talepleri nedeniyle cesitli baskilarla
karsilagmaktadir. Rusya’da baski ve siddetin daha acimasiz boyuta taginarak
mubhalif liderlerin 6ldiiriilmesi diinya genelinde biiyiik yanki uyandirmistir.
Otoriter rejimlerde muhalif liderlerin o6ldiiriilmesi, susturulmasi ve
hapse atilmasi en ciddi sorunlardan biridir. Demokrasi ve insan haklar
ugrunda agir sartlar altinda miicadele eden mubhalif liderlerin acimasizca
oldiirtilmesi otoriter liderlerin ne kadar gaddar oldugunu gostermektedir.
Hiikiimetlerin yanlis politikalarini dengelemek acisindan muhalif kesimin
siyasi faaliyetleri biiyilk 6nem tagimaktadir. Rusya’da Alexei Navalny ve
Boris Nemtsov gibi insan haklar1 konusunda uluslararasi diizeyde taninmis
hiikiimet karsit1 figlirlerin 6ldiiriilmesi Putin rejiminin muhaliflere kars1 ne
kadar acimasiz ve tahammiilsliz oldugunu gostermistir. Yolsuzluk karsitt
kampanyalari ile taninan aktivist Alexei Navalny 2020 yilinda Rusya’da
zehirlendikten sonra Almanya’da tedavi goriip Rusya’ya geri dondiigiinde
tutuklanmigti. 2021°de Navalny’nin tutuklanmasimin ardindan Rusya’da
kitlesel eylemlerin yasaklanmasina ve COVID-19 pandemisi kosullarina
ragmen llke genelinde genis c¢apta kitlesel eylemler gerceklestirilmistir
(Demydova, 2021). Putin rejimini sarsan eylemlerin ardindan Navalny’nin
hapishanede 6ldiirtilmesi uluslararasi diizeyde biiyiik tepkilere yol agmustir.
Navalni’nin esi Yulia Navalnaya Avrupa Parlamentosunda konustugu
zaman Putin i¢in “Organize su¢ c¢etesi lideri” tanimlamasini yapmistir
(mikro-makro.net, 2024). 2015 yilinda Moskova’da vurularak oldiiriilen
Boris Nemtsov da Putin rejimine karsi ¢ikan etkili muhalif isimlerden
biriydi. Nemtsov cinayeti, Putin rejiminin muhalefete yonelik artan
siddetinin bir 6rnegi olarak degerlendirilmistir. Muhaliflere karsi islenen
cinayetlerin yani sira tutuklanarak hapse atilmalar1 veya tehdit edilmeleri
de yaygin uygulamalardir. Antidemokratik rejimlerde demokratik
hareketlerin kisitlanmasi otoriterligin artmasina yol agmaktadir.

Ukrayna savasini kaybetmek Putin rejimi igin varolussal bir tehdittir,
fakat Rusya i¢in herhangi bir tehdit olusturmamaktadir. Putin’in NATO
tilkelerini sik sik niikleer silah kullanmakla tehdit etmesi ¢aresizliginin
gostergesidir ama Putin de boylesine yikict bir silah kullanmanin ayni
tiirden misillemelere yol acabilecegini, Ruslar dahil bir¢ok ulusun ve
medeniyetin sonu anlamina gelecegini anlamaktadir. Muhtemelen Putin
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savagl baslatirken Kirim’1 kolayca ele gegirdigi gibi Ukrayna’nin da
kontroliinii kolayca ele gecirebilecegini diisiinmiistiir. Fakat Ukrayna
halkinin ve Bati iilkelerinin tepkilerini bastan yanlis hesaplamistir.
Halihazirda Putin s6z konusu yanlis hesaplamalarin bedelini 6demektedir.
Eger niikleer silah kullanirsa rejiminin sonunu erken getirmis olacaktir.

ZELENSKI BIR “ARTIST” OLARAK TANINMASAYDI DEVLET
BASKANI SECILMEZDI

Kariyerine bir komedyen olarak baslayan Vladimir Zelenski’nin bir
giin Putin rejiminin kabusuna doniisecegi muhtemelen ne Putin’in ne
de yakin miittefiklerinin aklina gelmemistir. Eger akillarina gelseydi
onun yiikselisini ne pahasina olursa olsun engellerlerdi. 2015 yilinda
“Halkin Hizmetkar1” adli televizyon dizisinde Ukrayna cumhurbaskani
roliinii oynayan Zelenski dizinin yildizina doniismiistiir. 2017 yilinda,
anketlere gore bir sonraki parlamentoya girme sansi yliksek olan “Halkin
Hizmetkar1” siyasi partisi kurulmustur. 2019 yilinda Ukraynali sovmen ve
yapimc1 Zelenski cumhurbagkanligina aday olmak istedigini agiklamistir
(UNIAN (YHIAH), 2019). O tarihten itibaren kars1 ¢ikilmaya calisilsa da
Putin ve yandaglar artik ge¢ kalmistir. Halkin Hizmetkar: adli televizyon
dizisinde yolsuzluga kars1 6fkesini haykiran, secilen ve miitevazi bir devlet
bagkani roliinli canlandiran Zelenski 2019 yilinda gergekten segilerek
devlet baskanlig1i gorevini iistelenmistir. Zelenski hi¢ beklenmedik bir
sekilde tanmarak secilmistir. Putin ve yandaslarinin Zelenski ile ilgili
yaptiklar elestirilerden biri de Yahudi kokenli olmasidir ama kdkenine
bakilmaksizin Ukrayna halki 2019 yilinda Zelenski’yi %73 oy oranityla
devlet baskani segmistir (BBC, 2019). Siyasi deneyimi olmayan ve “artist”
diye hor goriilen Zelenski eger bir “artist” olarak taninmasaydi muhtemelen
devlet bagkani secilme sansi da olmayacakti.

PUTIN, UKRAYNA-RUSYA SORUNUYLA iLGIiLI FARKLI
DONEMLERDE HATA YAPTIKLARINI iTIRAF ETMISTIR
Mevcut diizende siyasi sistemin kendi kendini halkin yararina diizenlemesi
inanc1 biiyiik bir yanilgidan ibarettir. Eger halk gercekten bilingli ve
talepkar olmazsa siyasi sistemler otoriterlesmeye dogru gider. Demokratik
bir diizenin olusturulmasi i¢in toplumun, yonetenleri demokratik yollarla
belirli bir ¢izgide tutmasi gerekmektedir. Bagka tiirlii mevcut siyasi
sistemde, yonetenler halkin temsilcisi gibi degil efendisi gibi davranmaktan
hi¢ cekinmemektedir. Tiim yetkileri ellerinde toplayan otoriter yoneticiler
yargl sistemini siyasallastirmanin yani sira devletin tiim aygitlarini
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iktidarlarin1 mesrulastirmak ve korumak icin kullanarak telafisi miimkiin
olmayan ciddi hatalar yapmaktadir. Luhmann bu konuda cesitliligi ve
evrimi reddetmeden temsil, egemenlik ve demokrasi olmak iizere li¢ temel
faktoriin siirekliligine dikkat ¢cekmektedir (Albert, 2016). Bu ii¢ faktor,
yonetim semasinda ortaya ¢ikan paradokslarin anlayisla karsilanmasini
destekler. Diinya genelinde yasanan insanlik dramlarinin timii yanlis
kararlar1 verip uygulatan otoriter liderlerin eserleridir. Verilen kararlar
sonucunda milyonlarca insan olumsuz etkilendikten sonra s6z konusu
liderlerden bazilar1 ¢ikip hata yaptiklarinmi itiraf etmektedir (Vladimir,
2021).

Putin Ukrayna-Rusya sorunu ile ilgili yazdig1 makalede iki {ilke arasinda
ortaya ¢ikan sorunu “biiyiik ortak bir felaket, trajedi” olarak tanimlayip
hata yaptiklarini itiraf etmistir. Muhtemelen en basta Ukrayna’ya yonelik
saldirilarin milyonlarca inansin hayatin1 olumsuz etkileyip biiylik bir
felakete yol agacagmi kendisi de tahmin etmemistir. Putin 2021°de
Ukrayna-Rusya arasindaki sorunu asagidaki ctimlelerle tanimlamistir:

En basta sunun altini ¢izeyim: tek bir tarihi ve manevi alanin birer par¢ast
olan Rusya ile Ukrayna arasinda son yillarda ortaya ¢ikan duvart biiyiik
ortak bir felaket, trajedi olarak algiliyorum. Tiim bunlar, en basta farkl
donemlerde yapilan bizim kendi hatalarimizin neticeleridir. Ayni zamanda
bunlar, bizim birligimizi her zaman kirmak isteyen giigclerin belli bir
maksad olan ¢calismalarimin sonucudur.

Yazdig1 makalede Rusya ile Ukrayna’nin tek bir tarihi ve manevi alanin
birer parcasi oldugunu uzun uzun anlatarak serzeniglerde bulunan
Putin, Rusya ile Ukrayna arasinda yasanan trajediyi en bastan ve farkl
donemlerde yaptiklar: hatalarin neticesi olarak nitelendirmektedir. Putin’in
ifadelerinden Ukrayna’y1 isgal girisimine karst hem Ukrayna yonetiminin
hem de Bati’min tepkisini ciddi sekilde yanlis hesapladigi i¢in ¢ok
izglin oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Bolgesel giic olmak iddiasiyla somiirgeci
politikalar izleyen Batili iilkelere kars1 miicadele ettigini bildiren bir lider
farkli donemlerde hatalar yaptiklarini itiraf etmektedir ve ayn1 zamanda
klasik olarak dis giicleri de suglayarak hedef gdstermistir. Milyonlarca
insanin hayatini etkileyen kararlarin ortak akilla verilmesi durumunda daha
az tahribata neden olacagi yaygin olarak kabul edilmektedir ama otoriter
rejimlerde liderler iktidarlarim1 korumak telasiyla yanlis kararlar vererek
uluslarin sagligi ve refahi iizerinde biiyiik tahribatlara yol agmaktadir.
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Yanlis kararlara karsi ¢ikanlari hain ilan edip cezalandirmaktadirlar.
Yiiriitiilen antidemokratik politikalar sonucunda binlerce insan canindan
ve yurdundan yuvasindan olduktan sonra otoriter liderlerin ¢ikip biz hata
yaptik, demeleri kesinlikle kabul edilmemelidir.

Putin bes sayfalik serzenis dolu makalesinde nostaljik duygularini dile
getirirken din ve dil gibi ortak degerlerden de bahsediyor. Her iki tilkenin
dini inanci, agirlikli olarak Hristiyanlik olduguna gore dini arglimanlar
tizerinden karsithk yaratmak miimkiin degildir. Bu noktadan hareketle
diinya genelinde ortaya ¢ikan catismalarin aslinda dini inanglarla hicbir
alakasi olmadig1 anlasilmaktadir:

Rusya’nin zayiflamasina yol acan her sey, bize iyi niyet beslemeyenlerin
isine yariyor. Ne denilebilir? Ulkelerle topluluklar dahil her sey degisiyor:
Ve tabii ki bir halkin bir pargasi kendi gelisimi siwrasinda birtakim
sebeplerden ve tarihi sartlardan otiirii belli bir donemde kendisini ayri bir
millet olarak hissedebilir. Buna nasil yaklasilmali? Tek bir cevap olabilir:
Saygu ile!

Kim veya kimler Rusya’nin zayiflamasini neden istemis olabilir ki? Rusya
veya Rus yonetimi giiniimiize kadar kime ne kotiiliik yapmistir? Soziin
bittigi yerde oldugunu dile getiren Putin {ilkelerle topluluklar dahil her
seyin degisebildigini vurgulamaktadir. Fakat otoriter liderlerin degisim
stireclerini engelledikleri yaygin olarak bilinen bir gercektir. Nefret dolu bir
imaj yaratmamak icin yapilmasi gereken demokratik ve erdemli davranig
tilkeleri ve topluluklar1 kendi haline birakmaktir. Bolseviklerin, sinirlar
keyfi bir sekilde yeniden belirlemesini vurgulayan Putin, topraklarla
tiim manipiilasyonlar1 da insanlarin goriislerini itibara almayarak kisisel
cikarlarla gerceklestirdiklerini belirtiyor. Putin aslinda ciimleleriyle
gecmisten giliniimiize kadar Rus yoOnetimlerinin komsu iilkelerin bagina
nasil bela olduklarini anlatmaktadir. Ukrayna-Rusya arasinda oldugu gibi
Azerbaycan’la Ermenistan arasindaki sorunlarin birbirine benzedigi ve
Bolseviklerin keyfi politikalarindan kaynaklandigini itiraf edilmektedir.
Tabii ki yasanan sorun Ukrayna halkinin sucu degildir. Asil suglular
baskict politikalar uygulayanlar ve halklarin isteklerini dikkate almadan
siddete basvuranlardir.

Ukrayna iktidarlarin bir¢ok neslin kazanimlarin1 havaya savurdugunu
belirten Putin radikallerle Neonazilerin kendi makam ve mevki hirslarin
gittikge daha acik ve ylizsiiz bir sekilde dile getirdiklerinden yakinmaktadir.
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Bolge halkinin kendisiyle ilgili ayni diisiincelere sahip oldugundan haberdar
olmamas1 miimkiin degildir. Ilgin¢ bir sekilde Putin yasanan trajediden
“Resmi iktidarlarla Ukrayna halkini soyup, ¢aldiklarint Bati bankalarinda
tutan ve kendi varliklarint korumak icin analarini dahi satmaya hazir olan
verlioligarklar:” sorumlu tutmaktadir. Ukrayna iktidarlarinin, oligarklarin,
NATO iilkelerinin suglu olarak gosterilmesi ama Putin rejiminin masum
olmasi iddiasi hi¢ inandirici degildir. Ukrayna yonetiminin NATO iilkeleri
ile arasindaki iligkilerini kendilerinin istedikleri sekilde yiirlitmeye
calismalar1 Rus yonetimini ciddi anlamda rahatsiz etmistir. iliskileri
Ukrayna-Rusya-AB formatinda ele almay1 teklif etiklerini belirten Putin,
teklifininkabul edilmedigini ve sozkonusuiilkelerin kararlarini kendi basina
vermelerinden rahatsiz oldugunu dile getirmektedir. Bu yaklagimin yanlis
oldugu ve her bir devletin diger devletlerle iliskilerini bagimsiz bir sekilde,
yani ti¢lincii taraf tilkeleri siirece dahil etmeden yiiriitme hakki bulundugu
sdylenebilir. Iste Putin rejimi miittefiklik ettigi bircok devlete bu mantikla
miidahale etmektedir. Boyunduruk altinda yasayan halklarin liderleri de
iktidarlarinin uzun soluklu olmasi i¢in seslerini ¢ikarmamaktadir. Putin’in
bu bolgede ben neyi nasil yapmak istersem 0yle yapayim, kimse de sesini
cikarmasin yaklagimi hukuka, akla ve mantiga aykiridir.

Ukrayna’da iktidarlarin ve radikal millet¢ilerin Rusya karsithigindan ve
Bati {ilkeleriyle iyi anlagmalarindan yakinan Putin her seyden 6nce bu
durumun neden boyle oldugunu anlamaya calismalidir. Aslinda Ukrayna
gibi boyunduruk altinda tutulmaya calisilan iilkelerde tarafsiz anketler
yapilsa Putin rejiminin bolgede istenmedigi net bir sekilde ortaya
cikacaktir. Ukrayna halkinin tepkileri Putin rejimine karsi tiim bolge
halkinin tepkilerini yansitmaktadir ¢linkii diger llkelerde baski altinda
yonetilen halklarin ayaklanmasi i¢in ortam miisait degildir. Zamani
geldiginde diger iilkelerde de insanlarin Ukrayna halki gibi Putin rejimine
kars1 ayni tavirlart sergilemesi kaginilmazdir.

Putin, “meydan” iktidarlar1 tarafindan Rus dilini egitim siirecinden
nerdeyse tamamen ¢ikaran kanunlarin kabul edilmesinden dolayi rahatsiz
oldugunu dile getirmektedir. Baz1 eski Sovyet iilkelerinde hala okullarda
cocuklara Rus dilinde egitim verilmekte ve masraflar1 da devlet tarafindan
karsilanmaktadir. Bu durumda sorun Rus dilinde egitim verilmesi degil
maddi kaynagin devlet tarafindan saglanmasidir. Herhangi bir dili
herhangi bir iilkede 6grenmek isteyenler 6zel okullarda 6grenebilirler ama
bagka bir iilkenin dilinde verilen egitim 6gretimin masraflarinin baska bir
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devlet tarafindan karsilanmasi kabul edilebilir bir durum degildir. Putin
miittefiklik ettigi tilkelerin liderlerine Rus dilini ikinei bir resmi dil gibi
Ogretin ve masraflarin1 da karsilayin, demektedir. Bu, resmen baska bir
tilkenin egemenligine miidahale etmektir. Bolge halki bu gibi nedenlerden
dolay1 Putin rejimine karsi tepkilidir:

Ve en tiksindiricisi de Ukrayna’da Ruslari yalnizca kékenlerinden,
atalarinin nesillerinden vazgegirmeye zorlamakla kalmiyorlar, Rusya’nin
onlarin diismani oldugu konusunda da inandirmaya zorluyorlar. Zorla
asimilasyon ile Rusya karsiti agresif tavir icinde olan, etnik olarak saf
Ukrayna Devleti’ni kurma siyasetinin neticelerinin bize karsi toplu imha
silahlart kullanmakla kiyaslanabilir oldugunu soylesek abartmis olmayiz.
Ruslarla Ukraynalilarin bu suni ve kaba ayrilisi neticesinde ortak Rus
halku, yiizbinlerce, belki de milyonlarca niifus kaybedecek.

Rusya’nin maddi ve manevi birlikteliklerine darbe vuruldugunu ve
diisman belirlendiklerini bildiren Putin, Ruslarla Ukraynalilarin bu suni ve
kaba ayrilis1 neticesinde ortak Rus halki; yiizbinlerce, belki de milyonlarca
niifus kaybedecek, demektedir. Oncelikle sunu belirtmek gerekiyor ki, bas
veren olaylarin hepsinin bir nedeni bulunmaktadir. Neden Ukrayna halki
diger tiilkelere kars1 degil de Rusya’ya kars1 bu tavirlart sergilemektedir?
Ayrica yakin ge¢cmiste Sovyet doneminde Putin’in sikayet¢i oldugu tiim
sorunlar, eski Sovyet {lilkelerinin halklarina Rus yonetimi tarafindan
yasatilmistir. Litvanya Biiyiik Prensligi doneminde oldugu gibi yeni bir
dini parcalanmanin baglatildigindan yakinan Putin “Devlet yetkilileri dini
hayata kaba bir sekilde miidahale ettiler ve meseleyi ayrismaya, kiliseleri
ele gecirmeye, papaz ve kesisleri dovmeye kadar gotiirdiiler” diyor. Ayni
eziyetleri Sovyet yonetimi eski Sovyet lilkelerinde 6zelikle Miisliimanlar’a
kars1 yapmustir. Hatta o zaman “Allahsizlar Cemiyeti” kurularak insanlar
dini inanglarimi degistirmeye tesvik ve mecbur etmislerdir. Tiim otoriter
rejimlerin yasananlardan ders ¢ikarmasi ¢ok anlamli olacaktir. Diinya
toplumunun biiyiik cogunlugunun gec¢miste yasadiklar1 olumsuzluklar
unutmadan huzurlu bir gelecek istedigi ve insanlarin en ¢ok dnemsedigi
konunun yagam standartlarinin yiikseltilmesi oldugu diisiiniilebilir.

Hem havadan hem de karadan Ukrayna’ya saldiran Putin “Rusya, kardes
katline son vermek icin elinden geleni yapt1” diyor. Bu ifadeleri gercegi
yansitmadigi i¢in hicbir anlam ifade etmemektedir. Ukrayna toplumunda
korku atmosferi yaratildigindan, agresif dil kullanildigindan, neonazilere
cok yiiz verildiginden yakinan Putin “Rusya karsiti projenin Batili fikir
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babalari, Ukrayna siyasi sistemini 6yle diizenliyorlar ki devlet baskani,
bakanlar, milletvekilleri degisse bile Rusya ile ayrilma, onunla ¢atisma
devam ediyor” diyor. Halkin istemedigi bir projenin gergeklestirilmesi
anlatildigr gibi kolay degildir. Bu durumda asil sorulmasi gereken konu
neden Putin’in hedef gosterdigi Batili giiclere karsi ayni sekilde projeler
hazirlayip uygulayamadigidir. Putin aslinda Batili gii¢lerin daha akilli
politikalar yiriittiiklerini itiraf etmektedir. Diger onemli bir soru ise
Ukrayna’da iktidarin ve halkin neden Putin rejiminden uzaklasmak
istedigidir. Ukrayna ekonomisinin geri kalan kismimin yutulduguna ve
dogal kaynaklarin somiiriildiigiine yonelik endiselerini dile getiren Putin
aslinda burada asil amacinin ne oldugunu gostermis oluyor. Putin’e gore
“Rusya karsit1” projede, egemen Ukrayna ve onun gercek bagimsizligini
savunmaya caligan siyasi giiclere yer yoktur. Ukrayna’da bir¢cok kimse
icin “Rusya karsit1” projenin kabul edilemez oldugunu vurgulayan Putin
“Rusya yanlis1 Ukrayna vatandaglarinin korkutuldugunu, oéldiirildiigiinii
ve katillerinin cezasiz kaldigini” belirtiyor. S6z konusu eziyetlerin aslinda
Putin ve yakin miittefikleri tarafindan yonettikleri halka karsi yapildig:
yaygin olarak bilinmektedir.

Ukrayna’daki mevcut iktidarin Bat1 tecriibesine atif yapmasini ve Bati’y1
ornek olarak gérmesini hazmedemeyen Putin, Avusturya ile Almanya’nin,
ABD ile Kanada’nin yan yana ve dostca yasamasini Ornek olarak
gosteriyor. Her bir lider istedigi iilkeyi veya uluslararasi kurulusu 6rnek
almak, atif yapmak ve is birligi yapmak konusunda 6zgiirdiir. Ulkeler
arasindaki iliskiler ¢ikar iliskisine dayanarak halkin talepleri dogrultusunda
ilerlemektedir. Ukrayna devleti, Rusya ile Avusturya ve Almanya, ABD ve
Kanada gibi yan yana dost¢a yasamak istemiyorsa onlar silah zoruyla buna
mecbur etmek asla mantikli bir ¢6ziim olamaz. Ayrica Putin Avusturya
ile Almanya’nin, ABD ile Kanada’nin yan yana birbirine saygi duyarak
yasamalarina imrendigini dile getirmistir. Havadan ve karadan Ukrayna’ya
halkina saldiran Putin; bir taraftan Avusturya ile Almanya’nin, ABD ile
Kanada’nin yan yana samimi yasadigini ve simirlarimi ihlal etmedigini
ornek gosteriyor, diger taraftan da Avusturya, Almanya, ABD, Kanada
gibi tilkelerin liderlerini hedef gosterip elestiriyor. Bu da Putin’in yazdigi
makalede en ilging ¢eliskili detaylardan biridir:

Ukrayna’daki mevcut iktidar, Bati tecriibesine atif yapmayi seviyor,
Bati’yi ornek olarak goriiyor. O zaman Avusturya ile Almanya’nin,
ABD ile Kanada’nmin yan yana nasil yasadiklarina bakin. Etnik yapt ve
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kiiltiir alanlarindaki yakinliklarina ve neredeyse ayni dili kullanmalarina
ragmen bu iilkeler kendi ¢ikarlar, kendi dis politikalart olan egemen
devlet olarak kaliyorlar. Ve tiim bunlar, entegrasyonlarini ve is birligi
iliskilerini engellemiyor. Aralarindaki simirlar da ¢ok goreceli, seffaftir.
Insanlar simirlarin obiir tarafina gectiklerinde dahi kendilerini evlerinde
gibi hissediyorlar.

Genel olarak savas, istikrarsiz hiikiimetler ve toplumlar olan iilkelerde
mutlaka Putin rejiminin etkisini gérmek miimkiindiir (Trenin, 2016). Bu
gibi sorunlardan dolay1 diinya {ilkeleri Rusya’yla iliskiler konusunda
dikkatli davranmak zorunda hissetmektedir. Eger Putin rejimi otoriter
ve saldirgan tavirlarini bu sekilde devam ettirirse sadece diger tilkelerde
yasayan halklar degil yandaslari bile Wagner Grubu gibi onlara yiiz
cevirmek zorunda kalacaktir. 2023 yazinda Rusya’da askerlik hizmeti i¢in
tist yas sinir1 27°den 30’a yiikseltilmistir. Ukrayna-Rusya savasi basladigi
giinden itibaren askere alinma endisesiyle bir milyon Rus vatandasinin
Rusya’dan kactigi tahmin edilmektedir. Ukrayna yonetimine gore Putin
rejimi, Subat 2022’den itibaren 665 binden fazla asker kaybi vermistir
(Cook, 2024). Putin hem Rus halkina hem de komsu {ilkelerde yasayan
halklara egemenliklerini tam olarak ifade etmelerine miisaade etmelidir.
Genel olarak Putin NATO’ya karsidir ¢linkii her bir iilke NATO’ya
katildiginda artik o tilkeyi baski altinda tutamayacagini digiinmektedir.
Ancak NATO’nun sinirlarinin genislenmesinin asil nedeni Putin’in baskici
ve saldirgan politikalaridir. Putin; Finlandiya, Ukrayna, Giircistan gibi
iilkeleri baski altinda tutmaya ¢alisarak onlart NATO’ya katilmaya mecbur
birakti§in1 anlamiyormus gibi davranmaktadir. Putin ve yakin miittefikleri
daha fazla insanlik dramina neden olmamak i¢in baskici politikalarindan
vazgegmelidir. Aksi halde NATO isterse bu olguyu rahatlikla lehine
kullanabilir.

SONUC

Putin rejimi boyunduruk altinda tutmak istedigi tllkelerin egemenligini
ve uluslararasi hukuku zaman zaman ihlal etmektedir. Ozelikle eski
Sovyet tilkelerinin bir kisminda yasayan halklar Rus yonetiminin baskici
ve saldirgan tavirlarindan ¢ok rahatsizdir. O bolgede yasayan insanlarin
yasam kalitesini olumsuz etkileyen tiim sorunlarin Putin’in basini ¢ektigi
sistemden kaynaklandig1 diisiiniilmektedir. Putin rejimi, Batili iilkelerden
farkli olarak yumusak gii¢ kullanmak yerine daha ¢ok agresif ve saldirgan
tavirlar sergilemektedir. Yonetim sekli Rusya’daki yoOnetim sekline
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benzeyen iilkelerde yasanan sorunlarin temelinin; gelir dengesizligi,
yolsuzluk ve adil yargilama sisteminin olmamasina dayandig1 sOylenebilir.
Putin’in yakin miittefiklik ettigi liderlerden bazilar1 gerektiginde birbirini
hem acik hem de gizli bir sekilde desteklemekte ve korumaktadirlar.
Sovyetler Birligi zamaninda oldugu gibi mevcut kapali politik sistemin
coziilmesi kesinlikle kolay degildir. Ukrayna halkinin 6zgiirliik miicadelesi
ise Sovyetler Birligi dagildiktan sonra Rus yonetiminin baskilarina karsi
ortaya ¢ikan en biiyiik ayaklanmadir. Eger sartlar uygun olsa kotii sartlarda
yasayan diger halklar da Ukrayna halki gibi ayaklanmak isteyebilir.

Ukrayna-Rusya savasinda tarihi kiiltiirel baglarimin olmasma ragmen
Ukrayna halki Rus yonetiminin baskilarindan kurtulmak i¢in ¢ok sancili
bir miicadele vermektedir. Ukrayna halkinin Batili {ilkeler tarafindan
desteklenmesi gibi Rusya’nin da yakin miittefikleri tarafindan gizli veya
acik bir sekilde desteklendigi zaman zaman haberlere yansimaktadir.
Nitekim Cegen lider Ramazan Kadirov ve Aleksandr Lukasenko Putin
rejimini agik bir sekilde desteklemektedir. Batili iilkeleri tehdit eden
bu iki lider, insanlar1 Ukrayna’ya karsi savagsmaya davet etmektedirler.
Bazi liderlerin de Putin rejimini gizli bir sekilde veya dolayli yollarla
destekledigi bilinmektedir. Arastirilip kanitlanmasi ve gereken dnlemlerin
alinmasi etkili bir yontem olabilir. Ayrica Batili {ilkelerin de demokratik
degerleri korumak amaciyla esaret altinda yonetilen toplumlari kurtarmaya
caligmadigi, bencil politikalar yiiriiterek kendi c¢ikarlarin1i korumaya
calistiklar1 bilinmektedir. Gelismemis iilkelerde yasayan insanlarin ABD
ve AB lilkelerine hayranligi insan merkezli bir politik diizene sahip
olmalar1 ve halkin, hukukun {stiinligli ilkelerine gore yonetilmesinden
kaynaklanmaktadir.

Uzun vadede demokratik bir toplum yapisinin temellerinin olusturulmasi
icin sivil toplum kuruluslarinin giiclendirilmesi, insan haklar1 ve
demokratik degerlerin  yayginlastirilmasi, egitim ve farkindalik
calismalarinin yapilmasi, farkli gruplar arasinda diyalog ve uzlagma
stireclerinin baslatilmasi, uluslararas: kuruluslar ve demokratik iilkelerle
1s birligi yapilmasi, siyasi ve ekonomik destek bulunmasi, benzer sorunlar
yasayan komsu tlkelerdeki gruplarla dayanigsma ve is birligi yapilmasi,
bagimsiz medya kuruluslarinin desteklenmesi, gencglerin katilimin
tesvik eden hareketlerin ve yenilik¢i fikirlerin desteklenmesi, halkin
yasam standartlarini yiikseltmek amaciyla ekonomik kalkinma projeleri
ve istihdam firsatlarinin yaratilmasi, tehlikesiz cografyalarda dijital
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platformlar araciligiyla dogru ve degerli bilgilerin paylasilmas: etkili
¢cOziim Onerileri olarak degerlendirilebilir. Bu 6nerilerin uygulanmasinin
kolay olmayacagi1 goz 6niinde bulundurularak yerel dinamikler ve kosullara
uygun sekillendirilmesi gerekmemektedir.

(Coziim olarak otoriter liderler koltuklarini1 kaybetmek pahasina olsa dahi
yonettikleri halklarin anayasal haklarina saygi duymayi 6grenmelidir. Gelir
dengesizliginin, yolsuzluklarin azaltilmasi ve mahkemelerin bagimsizligi
temin edilmelidir. Baski altinda yonetilen toplumlar otoriter liderlerden
kurtulmay1 basarabilirse Liiksemburg, Hollanda, izlanda, Finlandiya,
Umman, Isvicre, Norveg, Avusturya, Estonya’da yasayan insanlar gibi
huzur ve refah iginde yasayabilirler. insanca yasam her bir bireyin dogal
hakkidir.
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ABSTRACT

This article argues that the rule of the Soviet Union (a.k.a. the USSR,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) over the Caucasus and Central Asia
represents a significant but overlooked case of colonialism within the
development studies literature. Despite extensive postcolonial critiques
of Western imperialism, the Soviet Union’s role as a colonial power in
Eurasia remains largely underestimated. This oversight may stem from
the ideological affinity between Marxism and postcolonialism, with
many scholars — sympathetic to various strands of Marxist ideology
— reluctant to critique the Soviet Union. By applying the postcolonial
theoretical framework, this article re-conceptualizes Soviet policies in the
Caucasus and Central Asia — encompassing political repression, economic
exploitation, and cultural assimilation — as forms of colonial domination.
The Soviet Union’s practices in these regions mirror those of Western
colonial empires, including forced collectivization, resource extraction,
and cultural suppression. Through this analysis, the article seeks to fill a
crucial gap in the literature, offering a nuanced understanding of Soviet
imperialism and contributing to a broader discourse on the nature of
colonialism beyond Western contexts.
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DIGER SOMURGE IMPARATORLUGU: KAFKASYA
VE ORTA ASYA’DAKI SOVYET HAKIMIYETININ
POST-KOLONYALIZM BAKIS ACISIYLA YENIDEN
DEGERLENDIRILMESI

0z

Bu makale, Sovyetler Birligi’nin (resmi adiyla SSCB, Sovyet Sosyalist
Cumhuriyetler Birligi) Kafkasya ve Orta Asya tlizerindeki hakimiyetinin,
kalkinma caligmalar literatiirii icerisinde oldukc¢a 6nemli ancak g6z ardi
edilmis bir somiirgecilik vakasini temsil ettigini savunmaktadir. Bati
emperyalizmine yonelik kapsamli post-kolonyal elestirilere ragmen,
Sovyetler Birligi’nin Avrasya’da bir somiirgeci gii¢ olarak rolii biiyiik
Olciide hafife alinmaya devam etmektedir. Bu gozden kagirma, Marksizm
ile post-kolonyalizm arasindaki ideolojik yakinliktan kaynaklaniyor
olabilir; Marksist ideolojinin ¢esitli kollarmma sempati duyan birgok
akademisyen, Sovyetler Birligi’ni elestirmekten uzak durmaktadir.
Post-kolonyal teorik c¢erceveyi uygulayarak, bu makale Kafkasya ve
Orta Asya’daki Sovyet politikalarini — siyasi baski, iktisadi somiirii ve
kiiltiirel asimilasyonu kapsayan — sdmiirgeci egemenlik bi¢imleri olarak
yeniden kavramsallastirmaktadir. Sovyetler Birligi’nin bu bolgelerdeki
uygulamalari, zorla kolektiflestirme, dogal kaynak elde etme ve kiiltiirel
baskilama dahil olmak {izere Batili sOmiirge imparatorluklariin
uygulamalariyla benzesmektedir. Makale, bu analiz araciligiyla
literatlirdeki 6nemli bir boslugu doldurmay1, Sovyet emperyalizmine dair
ayrintili bir analiz sunmay1 ve Bati diinyasinin disinda somiirgeciligin
dogasina dair daha nesnel bir kavrayisin gelisimine katkida bulunmay1
amaclamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Somiirgecilik, Sovyetler Birligi, Orta Asya,
Kafkasya, Post-Kolonyalizm
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INTRODUCTION

The study of colonialism in development studies has mostly concentrated
on the economic, political, and cultural effects of Western empires on
non-Western areas such as Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, South
Asia, and the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region (e.g. Miiller,
2018: 284-289; Rodney, 1972; Go, 2018; Duffield and Hewitt, 2009;
Nagarajan, 2015; Chiriyankandath, 2011: 36-52; Langan, 2018). The
rise of postcolonial school of thought within the fields of International
Relations (IR) and Political Economy has played an important role in
exposing Western imperialism’s devastating effects, examining how
colonial powers exploited and altered the territories and peoples they ruled
(Strongman, 2014; Chiriyankandath, 2011). However, one prominent
colonial empire has gone largely unexplored in this field: the Soviet Union
(a.k.a. the USSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). While the Soviet
Union expanded its influence over broad territories in Eurasia, including
the Caucasus and Central Asia, it is rarely studied through the lens of
colonialism, despite the obvious similarities between Soviet policy in
these regions and historical Western colonial practices across the globe.
This article seeks to bridge this gap by claiming that the Soviet Union
should also be considered as a colonial state, most notably regarding its
forceful presence in the Caucasus and Central Asia.

One possible explanation for the exclusion of the Soviet Union within
the academic discourse on colonialism could be the ideological overlap
between Marxism and postcolonialism. Postcolonial perspective, which
frequently criticizes capitalist exploitation and emphasizes oppressed
peoples’ struggles, is highly influenced by Marxist and neo-Marxist ideas
(Strongman, 2014). As a self-proclaimed Marxist state, the Soviet Union
depicted itself as an “anti-imperialist” power, backing anti-capitalist
national liberation movements in Africa (e.g. Angola, Algeria and Eritrea),
Latin America (e.g. Cuba and Colombia), and Asia (e.g. Korea, Vietnam
and Cambodia) while also presenting itself as a worldwide champion
in the fight against Western colonialism (Drachewych, 2024). This
supposedly anti-imperialist discourse of the Soviet Union has affected
many postcolonial researchers, who empathize with Marxist critiques of
capitalism and may hence be less willing to apply colonial frameworks to
the Soviet Union. As a result, mainstream and critical academic discourse
on colonialism and neocolonialism frequently excludes the Soviet Union
from consideration as a colonial empire.
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However, the conceptual similarities between Post-Colonialism and
Marxism should not hide the reality of Soviet actions in Eurasia, which
in many respects matched those of classical European colonialism. The
Soviet Union’s authority over the Caucasus and Central Asia was marked
by economic exploitation, political repression, and cultural absorption, all
of which fulfill the description of colonialism as given by postcolonial
researchers (Chiriyankandath, 2011: 42-45). This article contends
that Soviet administration in these territories constituted an unlawful
occupation, comparable to that of British India, Belgian Congo, and
French North and West Africa. In much the same way that Western colonial
powers used force to implement exploitative and transformative policies,
the Soviet Union used its control over the Caucasus and Central Asia to
extract resources, impose political dominance, and reshape local cultures
in accordance with imperial interests.

To make this case, the article will first examine the “theory of colonialism”
as articulated by postcolonial thinkers such as Edward Said, Frantz Fanon,
and Homi Bhabha. These scholars have highlighted the complex character
of colonial dominance, which includes not just economic and political
power but also cultural hegemony. Accordingly, colonialism is a central
force exploiting peripheral territories, subjugating indigenous inhabitants,
and imposing a foreign political and cultural order to unwilling “subject
peoples” (Williams and Chrisman, 1994). This understanding easily
applies to the Soviet Union’s policy in the Caucasus and Central Asia,
when Moscow concentrated authority over local economy, crushed
nationalist movements, and encouraged Russification and other types of
cultural uniformity (Yakovlyev, 2022; Annus, 2011; Heinzig, 1983; Caroe,
1953; Bennigsen, 1969; Newton, 1976; Kulski, 1959).

This argument will be shown mostly via case studies of Soviet policies in
the Caucasus and Central Asia. Historically, these lands were considered
part of the Russian Empire’s “civilizing mission”, similar to how British
colonialism in India and French colonialism in Africa were justified
(Bennigsen, 1969: 144-148). Following the 1917 Russian Revolution, the
Bolsheviks pledged self-determination to the peoples of these territories,
but in fact, the Soviet administration preserved and even exacerbated many
of the colonial dynamics created by the hitherto Tsarist Imperial Russia. In
Central Asia, for example, the Soviet state imposed a cotton monoculture
that decimated indigenous agricultural diversity, exploited workers, and led
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to long-term environmental damage, akin to the extraction-based economies
established by European colonial powers in their colonies (Annus, 2011;
Caroe, 1953). The political and cultural policies of the Caucasus also
demonstrate a distinct pattern of colonial dominance. Indigenous elites
were frequently replaced by Soviet officials, and nationalist movements
were brutally suppressed, while the Soviet authorities enforced Russian as
the language of government and education, erasing indigenous languages
and identities.

Furthermore, the Soviet use of coercion to maintain control over these
territories emphasizes the colonial nature of their authority. The forcible
deportation of whole ethnic communities, such as the Crimean Tatars,
Chechens, and Ingush, reflects European colonial powers’ population
displacement techniques for consolidating authority over rebellious
territory (Yakovlyev, 2022). These forced relocations, along with
economic exploitation and political persecution, clearly indicate a colonial
connection, even if they were rationalized by the Soviet authorities as
socialist internationalism. Hence, this article seeks to question the prevalent
narrative that portrays the Soviet Union only as an anti-imperialist state,
suggesting that it actually was a colonial force in Eurasia. By applying
postcolonial conceptual tools to Soviet actions in the Caucasus and Central
Asia, this article illustrates that the Soviet Union deployed exploitative and
transformational methods akin to Western colonial empires. Recognizing
the Soviet Union as a colonial empire not only fills a significant vacuum
in the scholarly literature on development studies, but also offers a more
nuanced perspective of imperialism and colonialism in the 20" century.

Methodologically, this study adopts a qualitative approach and utilizes
existing literature and document analysis methods. In the following section,
firstly, the article conceptualizes the term of “colonialism” via relying
on the definitions offered by postcolonialism. Secondly, Soviet policies
towards the Caucasus and Central Asia are examined as a case study to
validate the main hypothesis of the article. In the final section, the article
concludes with a summary of the findings and a discussion of implications
for the scholarly literature on colonialism within development studies.

COLONIALISM, IMPERIALISM AND DEVELOPMENT
STUDIES

Postcolonialism, as an academic movement, arose in reaction to the
historical phenomena of colonialism and imperialism that significantly
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influenced the contemporary world. Postcolonial theory, grounded on
the experiences of formerly colonized populations, aims to examine,
critique, and comprehend the enduring effects of colonialism on politics,
culture, economics, and development. The notions of “colonialism” and
“imperialism” are fundamental to this analytical paradigm. Although
closely linked, these phrases possess unique meanings and consequences,
especially in the realm of development studies, where they elucidate the
exploitation, dominance, and change of the colonized by the colonizers.
This article will examine the postcolonial interpretation of colonialism
and imperialism, emphasizing significant researchers in the discipline and
their contributions to comprehending these phenomena within the wider
framework of global development.

Colonialism, in the context of postcolonial thought, denotes the practice
of dominance wherein one group asserts authority over another, usually by
territorial possession, resource exploitation, and the imposition of political
and cultural frameworks (Schwarz and Ray, 2005: 23-52). In contrast to
imperialism, which primarily highlights political and economic expansion,
colonialism concentrates on the quotidian aspects of domination,
encompassing the physical settlement of colonizers in subjugated territories
and the alteration of colonized societies to fulfill the objectives of the
colonizing authority. Edward Said, a pivotal figure in postcolonial theory,
articulated in his seminal work, Orientalism (1978), that colonialism is not
just a political and economic endeavor but also a cultural initiative. Said
(1978) argues that the West, by literary and academic endeavors, fabricated
the “Orient” as a regressive, alien, and subordinate counterpart to the
“Occident” (the West). This rhetorical framework historically legitimized
colonial control by portraying non-Western populations as incapable of
self-governance and requiring Western intervention. Said contends that
colonialism functions not just via military domination but also through
the creation of knowledge that categorizes the colonized as “intrinsically
inferior”.

Said’s work was groundbreaking in expanding the notion of colonialism to
encompass cultural imperialism, wherein knowledge production, language,
and representation serve as instruments of dominance. This concept has
significance for development studies, illustrating how conquerors imposed
economic and political institutions on the colonized, as well as cultural
norms that devalued indigenous identities and knowledge systems.
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Said’s notion of cultural hegemony corresponds with the perspectives
of Post-Colonial scholars about the developmental hierarchies instituted
during colonialism, when the colonized were frequently classified as
“underdeveloped” by Western criteria (Frank, 1966).

Frantz Fanon, a Martinican revolutionary philosopher, is another major
figure in postcolonial studies. His publications, notably Black Skin,
White Masks (1952) and The Wretched of the Earth (1961), examine the
psychological and emotional ramifications of colonialism on both the
colonizer and the colonized. Fanon contends that colonialism dehumanizes
the colonized, depriving them of their agency, history, and identity. This
engenders an internalized sense of inferiority that hampers postcolonial
growth. Fanon’s scholarship is essential for comprehending the impact of
colonialism on both the material circumstances of colonized cultures and
the psychological state of colonized persons. He underscores the necessity
of revolutionary violence as a method for restoring dignity and humanity.
In development studies, Fanon’s work has been crucial in demonstrating
that development encompasses not just economic progress and institutional
transformation but also the restoration of self-worth and cultural identity,
both of which were systematically undermined during colonial authority
(Gibson, 2003).

Imperialism, although intricately associated with colonialism, is perceived
in postcolonial studies as the overarching political and economic
framework that propels expansionism (Frank, 2004; Wallerstein, 2004;
Amin 1989). Imperialism is the doctrine and execution of augmenting a
nation’s authority and sway by diplomacy, military might, or economic
supremacy, frequently without direct territory governance. Imperialism
often precedes or coincides with colonialism, since it establishes the
conceptual foundation for the domination and exploitation of other
nations. The Marxist framework has been crucial in forming postcolonial
interpretations of imperialism, with Vladimir Lenin possessing a pivotal
role in this discourse.

In Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism (1917), Lenin contends
that imperialism is an inevitable consequence of capitalism. Lenin posits
that capitalist economies, in their pursuit of new markets and resources,
eventually resort to imperialist expansion. This economic analysis
connects imperialism to global capitalism, perceiving colonialism as
a means of taking income from peripheral regions and centralizing it in
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core capitalist countries. Lenin’s perspective has significantly influenced
development studies, especially via dependency theory, which interprets
underdevelopment in the so-called Global South as a result of imperialist
exploitation of resources and labor (Frank, 1966). Lenin’s work offers
postcolonial researchers a framework to comprehend how imperialism
sustains global inequities in the post-World War II era via neo-colonial
activities, including multinational businesses and inequitable trade
agreements (Schwarz and Ray, 2005: 28-30).

Immanuel Wallerstein (2004, 1974), a distinguished scholar in the study
of imperialism within development studies, formulated the world-system
theory to explain the workings of global political and economic system.
Wallerstein posits that the global economy is stratified into core, semi-
periphery, and periphery, wherein the core (affluent/developed nations)
exploits the periphery (developing nations) for labor and resources. This
global capitalist system, originating from the colonial period, perpetuates
inequities via imperialistic mechanisms (Wallerstein, 2004). Wallerstein’s
contributions are essential for comprehending the ongoing impact
of imperialism on development across the globe. Although the legal
frameworks of colonialism have been abolished, the legacy of imperialist
exploitation persists in the economic and political interdependence that
binds peripheral states to the center. This has significant consequences for
development strategy, since it contests the notion that progress can transpire
within the current global capitalist framework, which is fundamentally
inequitable.

Postcolonial scholars contend that colonialism and imperialism persist
beyond decolonization, continuing to influence global power relations
through neo-colonialism and imperialism. Kwame Nkrumah (1965),
the inaugural president of independent Ghana, utilized the term “neo-
colonialism” to characterize the manner in which former colonial powers
persistently exerted control over newly sovereign states using economic
and political pressures. In his publication Neo-Colonialism: The Last
Stage of Imperialism (1965), Nkrumah notes that foreign aid, multinational
businesses, and trade agreements serve as instruments employed by Western
governments to sustain their power in the postcolonial era. In development
studies, neo-colonialism is a fundamental notion for comprehending the
persistence of global inequities. The entities of global capitalism, such
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, frequently
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face criticism for sustaining a framework that keeps former colonial states
reliant on their former occupiers (Udegbunam, 2022). Scholars like Samir
Amin (1989) and Walter Rodney (1972) have expanded upon Nkrumah’s
concepts, highlighting how development strategies advocated by these
organizations frequently perpetuate the exploitative patterns established
during the colonial era.

Postcolonialism offers a thorough framework for comprehending the
lasting impacts of colonialism and imperialism on global development.
Postcolonial theory, as developed by aforementioned intellectuals such
as Edward Said, Frantz Fanon, Vladimir Lenin, Andre Gunder Frank,
Immanuel Wallerstein, Kwame Nkrumah, Samir Amin and Walter Rodney,
elucidates the political, economic, cultural, and psychological aspects of
colonial and imperial subjugation. These researchers have made substantial
contributions to development studies by demonstrating how the legacy
of colonialism and imperialism persist in contemporary society, notably
through neo-colonialism and global inequality. By seeing colonialism
and imperialism as both historical events and continuous processes, Post-
Colonialism has become crucial to criticisms of global development and
the quest for more fair and equitable futures for humanity.

OVERLOOKING THE “RED EMPIRE”

The classification of the Soviet Union as a “colonial power” is a subject
of contention in academic discourse, especially within the fields of
development studies, political science, and political economy. The matter
pertains to the definition and application of “colonialism” in various
situations. Certain researchers, particularly within postcolonial studies and
criticisms from Central Asian, Baltic, and Eastern European viewpoints,
contend that the Soviet Union practiced internal colonialism (Heinzig,
1983; Caroe, 1953; Bennigsen, 1969; Newton, 1976; Kulski, 1959). This
pertains to the subjugation and exploitation of non-Russian ethnic groups
and regions inside the USSR.

According to this perspective, territories such as Central Asia, the Caucasus,
and the Baltic republics were economically and politically subjugated to
the center (Moscow), with their resources exploited and their political
and cultural autonomy repressed. This reflects the dynamics of classical
European colonization. The enforcement of the Russian language, culture,
and political systems upon non-Russian territories has been perceived as
a manifestation of cultural imperialism (Annus, 2011). Soviet programs
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such as Russification, coerced labor, and mass deportations are analogous
to colonial tactics. As such, scholars such as Ronald Suny (2010) and Terry
Martin (2001) characterize the Soviet Union as an “empire”, including
internal hierarchies predicated on race and geography. Certain Marxist
and post-Marxist criticisms characterize the Soviet Union’s involvement
in Central Asia as colonial, perceiving the area as “peripheral” — as defined
by Wallerstein — in terms of supplying raw materials to the industrialized
Russian center (Yakovlyev, 2022).

A counterargument posits that the Soviet Union was ideologically dedicated
to anti-colonialism, especially via its backing of national liberation
movements in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Soviet officials contended
that their objective was to emancipate subjugated classes rather than to
colonize them, and this ideological position confuses comparisons with
Western colonialism (Heinzig, 1983; Bennigsen, 1969). Advocates of this
perspective contend that the Soviet Union facilitated industry, education,
and healthcare throughout its republics, particularly in regions such as
Central Asia. These measures supposedly serve as proof that the USSR did
not exploit its territory in the manner characteristic of capitalist colonial
powers (Thorton, 1964). Soviet leaders, including Lenin, initially advocated
“self-determination” for countries, resulting in the Soviet Union being
organized as a federation of republics with nominal sovereignty. Although
these republics were frequently subjected to stringent central authority,
the Soviet system was officially differentiated from the colonial empires
of Britain, France, or Belgium, which relied on explicit subjugation and
economic exploitation. This may be one of the reasons why postcolonial
scholarly literature has not paid enough attention to studying the Soviet
Union as a colonial power.

In the context of “Soviet colonization”, some scholars espouse a hybrid
perspective — perceiving the Soviet Union as possessing both imperialistic
and anti-imperialistic traits (Etkind, 2011; Hirsch, 2005; Khalid, 2021).
They contend that although the Soviet Union maintained an exploitative
relationship with certain areas, it also facilitated modernization and social
growth to some extent. These researchers frequently differentiate between
the rhetoric of anti-colonialism and the actuality of central control and
repression. Alexander Etkind (2011) elucidates the notion of “internal
colonization”, emphasizing the manner in which Russia and subsequently
the Soviet Union colonized its own territories and populations. In Empire

220



Oguzhan GOKSEL — Natavan HUSEYNOVA

of Nations, Francine Hirsch (2005) examines the Soviet nationality laws
designed to regulate variety inside the USSR, making parallels with colonial
tactics. Adeeb Khalid’s (2021) research on Central Asia investigates Soviet
modernization initiatives and “civilizing missions” — which he contends
were akin to colonial endeavors, albeit articulated through a Marxist
lens. Thus, although the Soviet Union is frequently seen as apart from
conventional European colonial powers, a substantial corpus of scholarship
interprets its policies, especially in periphery areas, as colonial in essence.
The discourse illustrates varying theoretical paradigms — some prioritizing
economic exploitation and cultural subjugation, while others underscore
ideological allegiances to anti-colonialism and modernity.

The exclusion of the Soviet Union as a colonial state in mainstream
postcolonial literature may be ascribed to several interconnected
elements, encompassing ideological, historical, and academic processes.
A multitude of postcolonial scholars (e.g. Fanon, Nkrumah, Frank and
Amin) has extensively utilized Marxist and neo-Marxist frameworks in
their criticisms of Western colonialism, capitalism, and imperialism. The
Soviet Union, as the pre-eminent Marxist state, established itself as an
anti-imperialist entity that actively endorsed anti-colonial movements
throughout, especially in Africa, Asia, and Latin America (Bennigsen,
1969; Thorton, 1964). The Soviet foreign policy discourse of “proletarian
internationalism” and its antagonism to Western capitalism corresponded
with the wider postcolonial criticism of imperialism, rendering it
improbable for researchers sympathetic to Marxist ideology to criticize the
Soviet Union as a colonial state. The Soviet Union’s anti-colonial and anti-
Western position fostered a perception among most postcolonial scholars
of it being an ally against Western imperialism, perhaps obscuring the
recognition of the colonial characteristics inherent in Soviet policy inside
its own area of influence, especially in Eurasia (Etkind, 2011; Yakovlyev,
2022). The inclination of neo-Marxist postcolonial scholars to underscore
economic exploitation via capitalism may have led them to concentrate
on capitalist Western empires, rather than critically examining the Soviet
Union, which positioned itself as the antithesis of capitalist imperialism.

The ideological narrative and propaganda machine of the Soviet Union
defined itselfas arescuer of subjugated nations and ethnic groups, especially
following its military victory in World War II (Boer, 2023; Golubeyv,
2023). Soviet propaganda framed its territorial expansion and dominance
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in Central Asia and the Caucasus as a socialist, civilizing endeavor aimed
at liberating these areas from feudalism, backwardness, and capitalist
exploitation (Boer, 2023). This narrative starkly contrasted with the overtly
exploitative objectives of Western colonial powers, facilitating the Soviet
Union’s evasion of classification as a colonial empire. The Soviet Union’s
active endorsement of global decolonization movements and provision
of material assistance to nations in the Global South (e.g. Cuba, Angola,
Vietnam and Algeria) positioned it as a proponent of anti-imperialism,
rendering its colonial practices in Eurasia seemingly contradictory to
numerous scholars (Golubev, 2023; Bennigsen, 1969).

Postcolonial studies have conventionally concentrated on the European
colonial empires that prevailed in Africa, Latin America, South Asia, and
the Middle East (Rodney, 1972; Go, 2018; Duffield and Hewitt, 2009;
Nagarajan, 2015; Chiriyankandath, 2011; Langan, 2018; Frank, 1966,
2004; Wallerstein, 2004; Amin 1989; Nkrumah 1965). The legacy of
Western colonialism in these areas is extensively recorded and serves as
the principal case study for postcolonial analyses of exploitation, resource
extraction, and cultural dominance. The primary case studies in postcolonial
literature—namely British India, French Algeria, and Belgian Congo—
concentrate on the enduring impact of European powers in Africa, Asia,
and the Americas. This Western-centric emphasis may have unintentionally
obscured the Soviet Union’s colonial policies in its immediate vicinity (i.e.,
Eurasia). The emphasis on Western colonialism in postcolonial studies
may have resulted in the marginalization of non-Western colonial empires,
such as Imperial Japan and the Soviet Union, since the discipline evolved
mainly to analyze the repercussions of European powers rather than
imperialism on a global scale. The Soviet Union’s method of control and
administration in its territories diverged in several aspects from traditional
Western colonialism, potentially accounting for its omission from colonial
criticisms. Soviet policies frequently entailed governmental centralization,
cultural uniformity, and economic exploitation; however, they were
presented under the pretext of socialist solidarity and class struggle, rather
than explicit ethnic or racial subjugation as shown in Western colonies
(Boer, 2023). The Soviet Union also lacked a significant settler colonial
model in its peripheries (with notable exceptions such as the Baltics and
Crimea), in contrast to Western countries who practiced extensive settler
colonialism, such as British settlers in Africa and India, which may have
rendered its governance appear less blatantly colonial (Suny, 2010).
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The Soviet Union’s strategy for its non-Russian republics was complex and
frequently inconsistent. The Soviet Union advocated for ethnic federalism
and granted cultural autonomy to many nations inside the USSR.
Conversely, it also implemented measures of enforced collectivization,
deportations, and Russification, which demonstrated distinct patterns of
imperial dominance (Khalid, 2021; Etkind, 2011). This intricacy may have
rendered the classification of the Soviet Union as a conventional colonial
power more challenging. The Soviet Union’s theoretical endorsement of
ethnic federalism, granting nominal sovereignty to separate republics,
affected the dynamics of Soviet governance. Although it strengthened
Soviet dominance, it also permitted a measure of local administration,
perhaps rendering Soviet imperialism less overt than Western colonialism.
The Soviet strategy of promoting indigenous languages and cultures
during the initial years of its governance, prior to the implementation
of Russification, introduces an additional layer of complexity that Post-
Colonial researchers may have found challenging to classify under
conventional colonial paradigms (Boer, 2023).

Throughout the Cold War, the Soviet Union purposefully established itself
as a global leader in anti-colonial and anti-imperial movements, notably
in opposition to the United States and European nations. The geopolitical
landscape of the Cold War solidified the perception of the Soviet Union as a
bastion against Western imperialism, therefore concealing its own imperial
endeavors throughout Eurasia. The ideological dichotomy of the Cold War,
characterized by capitalism against socialism, shaped worldwide academic
discourse, leading researchers and politicians to frequently depict the
Soviet Union in contrast to Western imperialism, therefore minimizing or
neglecting its colonial aspects. The Soviet Union’s financial and military
aid to notable decolonizing states such as Cuba and Vietnam bolstered
its image as an anti-imperialist entity, diverting focus from its colonial
activities within its own domain.

To sum up, the omission of the Soviet Union from mainstream Post-
Colonial critiques of colonialism and imperialism stems from multiple
interconnected factors: the ideological alignment between Marxism and
postcolonialism, the Soviet Union’s anti-imperialist discourse, the Western-
centric orientation of postcolonial studies, and the distinctive intricacies
of Soviet governance. The Soviet Union’s self-image as a savior of
oppressed nations and its advocacy for decolonization in the Global South
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fostered the prevalent belief that it was inherently distinct from Western
empires. However, a detailed analysis of Soviet programs in areas such
as the Caucasus and Central Asia uncovers distinct patterns of colonial
dominance, exploitation, and cultural imposition, necessitating further
investigation in postcolonial and development studies. By addressing
this gap in this study, we might obtain a more nuanced comprehension
of imperialism and its varied expressions across distinct historical and
ideological settings.

TSARIST AND SOVIET COLONIALISMS IN CAUCASIA

The Tsarist Russian Empire’s colonization of the Caucasus is a notable
chapter in the larger narrative of European imperialism, exhibiting distinct
similarities to the colonial strategies employed by Western powers like the
British Empire and France. From the late 18th to the early 20th century, the
Russian Empire progressively expanded its dominion over the Caucasus
area, encompassing contemporary Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and
portions of the North Caucasus. The Russian colonization of this region
was marked by political control, economic exploitation, and cultural
repression (Glasheva, 2019). In the late 18th century, Tsarist Russia
focused on the Caucasus to expand its territory southward and acquire
strategic leverage against the Ottoman Empire and Persia. The Treaty of
Georgievsk (1783) established Russian protection over the Kingdom of
Kartli-Kakheti (present-day Georgia), marking the commencement of a
broader initiative to dominate the whole area. During the 19th century,
the North Caucasus witnessed to prolonged esistance spearheaded by
leaders like Imam Shamil, who sought to maintain local autonomy against
encroaching Russian imperial forces. Nevertheless, the Russian military
ultimately subdued these resistance organizations by the use of severe
measures, which encompassed mass deportations, coerced resettlements,
and the annihilation of local communities (ILlypxano, 2023). Circassian
genocide and many other attempts of elimination of Caucasians can be
seen as tragic examples of Russian agression and colonial aims (Keskin,
2020). The quelling of regional insurrections in the Caucasus resembled
the British military operations to subdue rebellions in India and the French
endeavors against Algerian resistance.

After the territory was militarily subjugated, Russia established direct
governmental control over the Caucasus. The area was restructured into
imperial provinces, overseen by officials nominated by St. Petersburg,
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responsible for upholding order and implementing imperial directives. This
governance model, characterized by the rejection of local autonomy and the
enforcement of foreign authority, epitomized colonialism as executed by
European empires. The Russian Empire’s colonial strategy in the Caucasus
involved considerable economic exploitation, as the region was abundant
in natural resources that could be taken for the advantage of the imperial
core. In a manner akin to the British and French empires’ exploitation
of their colonies’ economic potential, Russia aimed to harvest resources
from the Caucasus to further its own growth and imperial aspirations.
Agriculture in the productive lowlands of the Caucasus was restructured to
meet the empire’s demands, with land ownership arrangements modified
to benefit Russian newcomers and local elites loyal to the Tsar (Bepauesa,
2007). Indigenous communities were frequently uprooted from their
native territories, which were allocated to Russian or Cossack immigrants,
a procedure analogous to British land policy in India and Africa.

Education served as a pivotal instrument of Russification, with the
establishment of Russian-language schools across the area to supplant
native institutions. Indigenous languages, including Georgian, Armenian,
and many North Caucasian languages, were sidelined, while Russian
was established as the official language for government, education,
and public life (ABN, 2023). The suppression of indigenous languages
resembled British practices in India, which favored English as the medium
of administration and education, as well as the French enforcement of
their language in Algeria and West Africa. The Russian Empire aimed to
exert control over religion as well. The Caucasus had several religious
populations, including Muslims, Christians, and Pagans, however the
Russian government endorsed the Russian Orthodox Church as the
pre-eminent religion. Conversion to Orthodoxy was promoted, and
the establishment of Orthodox churches was preferred, whilst Islamic
institutions were frequently repressed (Bepauesa, 2007). All of the above
Tsarist colonial policies were sustained and many of them (e.g. repression
of local religious identities) further intensified during the subsequent rule
of the Soviet Union over the Caucasus.

The Soviet Union’s hegemony over the Caucasus was characterized by
a series of political, economic, and cultural programs that methodically
transformed the region to conform to Soviet principles and Moscow’s
centralized authority. The Caucasus, inhabited by a variety of ethnic groups
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and cultures, posed considerable problems to the Soviet state. Through
a combination of coercion, suppression, and strategic administration, the
Soviet Union aimed to assimilate this intricate territory into its overarching
political and economic structure (Saparov, 2015; Drolet-Duguay, 2023;
Tlostanova, 2011; Michaels, 2004; Breyfogle, 2005; Koplatadze, 2019;
George, 2009; Shafiyev, 2015). Although Soviet rhetoric highlighted
equality, fraternity, and socialist progress, its tactics in the Caucasus closely
resembled the colonial practices of Western empires. Soviet political
dominance was established via coerced collectivization, consolidation
of authority, and suppression of nationalist groups. The region was
economically converted into a provider of raw materials for the Soviet
industrial apparatus, while culturally, a systematic strategy of Russification
and the repression of local identities aimed to incorporate various ethnic
groups into the Soviet framework (Koplatadze, 2019; George, 2009). This
article examines the political, economic, and cultural policies implemented
by the Soviet Union in the Caucasus, contending that these measures might
be seen as a manifestation of colonialism.

The Caucasus, located at the intersection of Europe and Asia, has a
protracted history of foreign rule. In the 19" century, the Russian Empire
pushed into the region, subjugating Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan, as
well as ethnic groups such the Chechens, Ingush, and Circassians. The
Russian Empire utilized a combination of military might and settlement
strategies to reinforce its dominance in the region. Following the Russian
Revolution of 1917, the Caucasus temporarily had a phase of autonomy. By
the early 1920s, the newly formed Soviet Union re-established dominance
over the region, integrating it into the USSR as part of its expansive
imperial objectives. Despite the Soviet Union’s portrayal as a liberating
entity, its actions in the next decades reflected the imperialism of the
Russian Empire, with the Caucasus evolving into a colonial peripheral that
catered to the political and economic interests of the Soviet state (Etkind,
2011; Golubev, 2023; Saparov, 2015; Shafiyev, 2015).

A defining element of Soviet governance in the Caucasus was the
establishment of a highly centralized political structure that suppressed local
autonomy and nationalist sentiments. Despite the Soviet Union’s formal
acknowledgment of the region’s ethnic diversity and the establishment of
republics like the Georgian SSR (Soviet Socialist Republic), Armenian
SSR, and Azerbaijani SSR, these entities were rigorously governed by
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Moscow, with leaders often appointed from outside the region to guarantee
allegiance to the central authority. Initially, the Soviet Union harbored
profound suspicion towards nationalist groups in the Caucasus, perceiving
them as a menace to the cohesion of the USSR (Shafiyev, 2015).

Nationalist leaders involved in the ephemeral independence of Georgia,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan following World War I were ruthlessly eliminated
or banished (Shafiyev, 2015: 252-261). Georgian nationalists advocating
for further autonomy or independence faced severe persecution,
exemplified by the violent suppression of the August Uprising in 1924,
resulting in the execution or imprisonment of hundreds of Georgian
nationalists (Koplatadze, 2019). During the Soviet era, any manifestation
of nationalism was promptly suppressed. In Azerbaijan, groups advocating
for Azerbaijani identity in preference to Soviet nationality faced severe
persecution, and cultural personalities attempting to advance indigenous
languages and customs outside Soviet-sanctioned parameters were
frequently detained or vanished (Shafiyev, 2015: 252-330). The political
tactics of the Soviet Union were intended to undermine regional identities
that would contest Soviet authority, mirroring colonial techniques utilized
by Western empires to dominate subjugated populations (Etkind, 2011).

The Soviet collectivization strategy, enforced throughout the USSR in
the late 1920s and early 1930s, had especially catastrophic consequences
in the Caucasus. The region’s agricultural communities were compelled
to transition into collective farms, disrupting traditional lifestyles and
enabling greater state control over the populace (Saparov, 2015; George,
2009. Peasants who opposed collectivization were labeled as “kulaks”
(affluent peasants) and frequently faced deportation to Siberia or execution
(Michaels, 2004; Breyfogle, 2005). This practice, observed in areas such
as Georgia and Armenia, paralleled the forceful land policies enacted by
European colonial powers to reinforce economic and political dominance
over their colonies (Drolet-Duguay, 2023).

Furthermore, collectivization was accompanied by extensive political
persecution, especially during the Stalinist purges of the 1930s. Political
figures in the Caucasus accused of nationalist inclinations or deviation
from the mainstream Soviet doctrine were systematically purged.
Notable individuals like Lavrentiy Beria, the leader of the Georgian
NKVD, administered mass murders and incarcerations, solidifying Soviet
dominance via intimidation (Perovi¢, 2015; Mccauley, 2009; Shafiyev,
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2015: 252-330. The methods of political repression exhibit notable
parallels to colonial administrations in Africa and Asia, when colonial
authorities employed violence and intimidation to subjugate native people
and suppress opposition.

The Soviet economic strategies in the Caucasus also reflected Western
colonial methods, wherein the colonial periphery was predominantly seen
as a resource reservoir for the industrial core (Saparov, 2015; Tlostanova,
2011; Etkind, 2011; Wallerstein, 2004). The region’s plentiful natural
resources, especially oil in Azerbaijan, were extensively utilized to power
the Soviet industrial apparatus (Bolukbasi, 2011: 45-76; Brinegar, 2017;
Sicotte, 2017; Mir-Babayev, 2017; Dasgupta, 1975; Nazaroff, 1941).
Soviet propaganda highlighted the union’s overall progress; yet the
economic advantages of resource exploitation in the Caucasus mostly
benefited the Russian heartland, resulting in local populations’ socio-
economic deprivation and over-reliance on Russia proper for economic
survival (Brinegar, 2017; Mir-Babayev, 2017; Nazaroff, 1941). Azerbaijan,
especially the city of Baku, emerged as a pivotal hub for Soviet oil production
from the early 1930s onwards. The Baku oil resources were developed
throughout the late Russian Empire, but under Soviet governance, output
significantly increased to satisfy the demands of the Soviet military and
industrial complex (Sicotte, 2017). During World War II, Baku’s oil was
crucial to the Soviet war effort, and the city emerged as one of the most
industrialized locations in the USSR (Dasgupta, 1975; Nazaroff, 1941).
In this context, it is noted that the oil industry of Azerbaijan SSR in 1942
produced 15.7-million-ton petroleum that constituted %71.7 of the total
21.9-million-ton petroleum produced in the entire USSR (Ibragimova,
2019: 123). Nonetheless, although Azerbaijan’s oil riches were exploited
and transported to Moscow, the local populace reaped few advantages
from this exploitation in terms of enhanced human development standards
(Brinegar, 2017; Bolukbasi, 2011:45-76). The Soviet government regulated
the revenues from oil extraction, leaving local Azerbaijani administrators
with no influence over the management or allocation of these resources
(Sicotte, 2017; Mir-Babayev, 2017).

This economic exploitation pattern, wherein resources are plundered
from a peripheral for the advantage of a metropolitan core, epitomizes
colonialism (Wallerstein, 2004; Frank, 1966; Rodney, 1972). The Soviet
Union’s exploitation of Azerbaijan as an oil colony parallels the British
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Empire’s appropriation of Indian cotton and Belgian dominance over
Congolese rubber. The colonial periphery was systematically exploited for
its natural resources to support the industrial expansion of the colonizing
entity, while the indigenous populace endured persistent poverty and
underdevelopment. Alongside resource exploitation, the Soviet Union
enforced programs of coerced industrialization in the Caucasus, intending
to assimilate the region more fully into the Soviet economic framework
(Nazaroff, 1941; Shafiyev, 2015). Factories were constructed, and labor was
recruited extensively to further Soviet economic objectives. Nonetheless,
similar to colonial situations, this industrialization was sometimes enforced
without consideration for local requirements or customs (Etkind, 2011).

In Armenia and Georgia, Soviet industrial policy prioritized heavy sectors
such as mining and metallurgy, which had no significance to the local
economy or traditional lifestyles (Saparov, 2015; Michaels, 2004). The
establishment of these businesses resulted in the displacement of rural
inhabitants, compelled urbanization, and the degradation of traditional
livelihoods, akin to the experiences in colonial areas of Africa or South
Asia. Furthermore, a significant portion of the industrial production from
these areas was directed to Russia or other Soviet republics, therefore
strengthening the colonial dynamic wherein the Caucasus functioned as
a perimeter to Moscow’s center (Shafiyev, 2015; Brinegar, 2017; Sicotte,
2017).

Cultural policies in the Caucasus sought to assimilate the region’s different
ethnic groups into the Soviet cultural and ideological paradigm. The
cultural colonization process was propelled by two main mechanisms:
Russification and the repression of local identity. Russification, the
advancement of the Russian language and culture at the detriment of
indigenous languages and customs, was a fundamental aspect of Soviet
cultural policy. During the early Soviet era, there was a degree of tolerance
for local languages and cultures, especially under Lenin’s “korenizatsiya”
(indigenization) policy; however, this approach was overturned under
Stalin, leading to the predominance of the Russian language in all facets of
public life (Hirsch, 2005; Drolet-Duguay, 2023). Russian was established
as the official language for administration, education, and commerce,
and proficiency in Russian became essential for social advancement (see
Table 1). The enforced adoption of Russian culture and language parallels
the cultural strategies employed by Western colonial powers, such as the
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British in India and the French in North Africa, where the imposition of the
colonial language functioned as a mechanism of control and assimilation.
The prevalence of the Russian language in the Caucasus diminished
indigenous cultures and established a social hierarchy, wherein ethnic
Russians and Russian-speaking elites held positions of authority, while
non-Russian communities were relegated to the periphery (Saparov, 2015;
Breyfogle, 2005; Shafiyev, 2015; Hirsch, 2005).

Alongside language Russification, the Soviet Union aimed to repress
religious and cultural activities it considered incompatible with Soviet
ideology. Islam, widely prevalent in Azerbaijan and the North Caucasus,
was specifically targeted. Mosques were shuttered, religious leaders were
oppressed, and Islamic education faced significant limitations (Anderson,
1994; Bennigsen, 1988, 1979; Bethmann, 1958; Coskun, 2008). In
Georgia and Armenia, the Soviet regime suppressed the Orthodox
Church, perceiving religion as a possible catalyst for nationalist fervor
(Christensen, 2017; Erdozain, 2017). The Soviet administration prohibited
or restricted cultural festivals, traditional attire, and other manifestations
of ethnic identification in its pursuit of a homogenized Soviet identity that
transcended local ethnic or religious attachments (Coskun, 2008; Fagan,
2014). This cultural suppression exemplifies colonialism, as colonial
authorities frequently endeavored to obliterate or diminish indigenous
traditions in favor of the colonizer’s prevailing culture.

Table 1. Russian Language Fluency of USSR Population

Latvian %64.4
Kazakh %60.5
Ukrainian %56.2
Belarussian %354.7
Moldavian %353.8
Armenian %47.1
Lithuanian %37.9
Kirgiz %35.2
Azerbaijani %34.4
Estonian %33.9
Georgian %33.1
Tajik %27.7
Turkmen %27.7
Uzbek %23.8

Source: Kommersant (2023) — based on 1989 USSR Census Data.
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The Soviet Union’s political, economic, and cultural policies in the
Caucasus closely resemble the control and exploitation techniques utilized
by Western colonial powers. The Soviet Union aimed to convert the
Caucasus into a submissive periphery that catered to its interests through
political repression, enforced economic integration, and cultural absorption.
Although Soviet rhetoric highlighted independence and equality, the actual
conditions were characterized by dominance, coercion, and exploitation,
akin to those in the colonies of the British, French, and Belgian empires.
Consequently, the acts of the Soviet Union in the Caucasus should be seen
as a manifestation of colonialism, albeit being veiled in the rhetoric of
socialist advancement and solidarity.

TSARIST AND SOVIET COLONIALISMS IN CENTRAL ASIA

Although Tsarist Russia is frequently analyzed as an isolated imperial
state, its techniques for subjugating and exploiting Central Asia exhibit
notable parallels to those utilized by Britain in India and France in North
and West Africa. During the 19th century, Russia systematically annexed
the Central Asian khanates of Khiva, Bukhara, and Kokand, using military
force to quell local opposition. These missions were portrayed as essential
to “civilize” and “pacify” the area, reflecting the discourse of European
empires that rationalized colonization as a method of imparting order and
enlightenment to ostensibly “backward” countries (Loring, 2014; Vasilyev,
2022). The Russian Empire’s strategy of political control encompassed
more than simple administration. It aimed to quell any manifestation of
local opposition or nationalist feeling by oppressive tactics, including exile,
death, and the coerced relocation of dissenting populations (Keskin, 2020).
Comparable strategies were employed by the British in India, exemplified
by the suppression of the Indian Rebellion of 1857, and by the French in
Algeria, where resistance organizations were ruthlessly extinguished.

Similar to Western colonial powers, Russia aimed to use the economic
riches of Central Asia for its own advantage. Cotton emerged as a principal
commodity harvested from Central Asia, with extensive areas dedicated
to cotton monoculture to supply the Russian textile industry (Weinerman,
1993; Schorkowitz, 2019). This strategy was analogous to the British
exploitation of Indian cotton and the French harvest of rubber and other
resources from Africa. The transition to monoculture had catastrophic
consequences for Central Asia’s economy and society, compelling local
inhabitants to forsake traditional agricultural methods in favor of cash crop
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cultivation. The allocation of resources for Russian industrial requirements
resulted in extensive poverty and food scarcity among the local populace,
a trend that closely resembles the famines and economic disruption
encountered in British India during colonial governance (Bepauesa, 2007).
Moreover, Russian economic strategies in Central Asia aimed to assimilate
the region into the larger imperial economy. Infrastructure initiatives,
such as the development of the Trans-Caspian Railway, enhanced the
transportation of commodities from Central Asia to Russia, allowing the
empire to procure resources more effectively. These initiatives, although
enhancing connectivity, mostly advanced Russian economic goals, akin
to the railways constructed by the British in India for the transportation of
raw resources and merchandise for export to Britain.

Education served as a fundamental instrument of Russification. Russian-
language educational institutions were built across the area, and initiatives
were undertaken to supplant Islamic religious schools with secular Russian
establishments. This reflects the educational strategies of the British in
India, which pushed English-language education to cultivate a class of
educated Indians loyal to the British Empire, akin to the French mission
civilisatrice that aimed to disseminate French culture and language in its
colonies. Religion became another domain in which Russian colonial
administrations aimed to exert influence. The Russian Empire, although
officially endorsing Orthodoxy, predominantly permitted Islam in Central
Asia, provided it did not contest Russian authority. Nonetheless, religious
leaders who resisted Russian authority were frequently repressed, and
indigenous Islamic customs were controlled (Vasilyev, 2022). The Tsarist
colonialism experience illustrates that colonialism extended beyond
Western European powers, revealing that the mechanisms of political
subjugation, economic exploitation, and cultural repression were prevalent
throughout several empires, irrespective of their geographic origins. Post-
1917 Soviet policies in the region continued many aspects of Tsarist
colonial regime over Central Asia.

The Soviet Union’s tactics in Central Asia, ostensibly aimed at
modernization and socialist development, were in reality oppressive and
profoundly exploitative, closely resembling the practices of European
colonial powers. Central Asia, comprising contemporary Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan, underwent various
political, economic, and cultural policies that transformed the area to align
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with Soviet values, mostly serving the interests of the Soviet state rather
than that of the local populace (Khalid, 2021; Teichmann, 2009; Pipes,
1983; Clem, 1992; Stringer, 2003; Florin, 2017; Loring, 2014; Caroe, 1953).
These measures not only curtailed local autonomy and identities but also
appropriated resources and altered the region’s economy to predominantly
benefit Soviet industrial and political aims. Initially, Soviet governance
in Central Asia was marked by the establishment of a highly centralized
administrative framework aimed at assimilating the region into the larger
Soviet political system. Central Asia was partitioned into Soviet Socialist
Republics (SSRs) that were ostensibly autonomous but, in practice, were
administered by Moscow via local elites loyal to the Communist Party
(Khalid, 2021; Caroe, 1953; Clem, 1992).

The political framework of the Central Asian republics was established
to stifle any manifestation of local autonomy or nationalist enthusiasm.
Local leaders who opposed Soviet dominance or sought to enhance their
republics’ autonomy were promptly ousted from office (Pipes, 1983; Loring,
2014; Khalid, 2021). The hiring of local Communist Party officials from
external regions further diminished local authority, since leaders frequently
originated from Russia or other non-Central Asian countries to guarantee
their allegiance to Moscow. This pattern of political centralization and
control reflects the colonial strategy of governing through loyal elites or
“collaborators” who advanced the colonizer’s interests while subverting
indigenous governance systems (Teichmann, 2009).

Similar to other regions of the Soviet Union, Central Asia had significant
suppression of nationalist groups. Any manifestation of dissent or
opposition to Soviet authority was ruthlessly suppressed. During the
1920s and 1930s, nationalist groups in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan aimed
at promoting local identity or independence were relentlessly repressed
(Fierman, 1991; Keller, 1992; Loring, 2014). The Basmachi Movement, an
anti-Soviet insurrection in Central Asia, saw severe military suppression,
resulting in the deaths or imprisonment of thousands of native combatants
and civilians (Khalid, 2006; Paksoy, 1995). Stalin’s purges in the 1930s
specifically targeted Central Asian political leaders seen to possess
nationalist or anti-Soviet inclinations (Loring, 2014). The local aristocracy
also faced accusations of counter-revolutionary activities, sometimes
based on fabricated allegations, resulting in executions or incarceration
in labor camps (Paksoy, 1995). This repression reflects colonial tactics
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employed by Western nations, like Britain and France, which frequently
utilized force to quell nationalist movements and sustain dominance over
their territories.

The Soviet Union’s economic strategies in Central Asia were predominantly
extractive, emphasizing the utilization of the region’s natural resources to
support Soviet Russia’s industrialization. A notable instance of this was
the coerced production of cotton in Uzbekistan and other Central Asian
countries. During Soviet governance, extensive areas of Central Asia were
transformed into cotton monocultures, compelling indigenous farmers
to cultivate cotton for sale to Soviet industrial hubs (Clem, 1992). This
not only disturbed conventional agricultural methods but also resulted in
extensive environmental damage, notably shown by the Aral Sea tragedy,
where the diversion of water for cotton irrigation precipitated one of the
most severe environmental catastrophes of the 20™ century (Stringer,
2003). The cotton industry in Central Asia operated similarly to the
resource extraction economies of European colonies in Africa and South
Asia, wherein the colonized areas were converted into suppliers of raw
materials for the advantage of the conquering entity. Similar to the British
extraction of cotton from India for their textile mills, the Soviet Union
utilized Central Asian cotton to support its industrial sector, disregarding
the welfare of the local populace and the environmental repercussions.

Besides cotton, Central Asia has abundant natural resources such as oil,
gas, and minerals. These resources were similarly utilized to advantage the
Soviet Union, with local communities being marginalized from the economic
gains derived from their own resources (Loring, 2014). The region’s oil
and gas reserves were predominantly developed to provide energy to the
Soviet core, with earnings managed by Moscow instead of being spent in
the local economy (Etkind, 2011). This pattern of resource extraction and
exploitation epitomizes colonialism, when colonies function as resource
bases for the economic advantage of the colonizing entity. Alongside
resource exploitation, Central Asia saw enforced collectivization and
industrialization efforts throughout Soviet governance. The collectivization
of agriculture, initiated in the late 1920s under Stalin, was enforced in
Central Asia with extreme brutality. Farmers were compelled to relinquish
their property and cattle to participate in state-controlled communal farms.
Individuals who opposed were designated as “kulaks” (affluent peasants)
and frequently faced execution, imprisonment, or deportation to work
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camps (Yakovlyev, 2022; Etkind, 2011). The coerced collectivization of
agriculture resulted in extensive starvation and hardship, especially in
Kazakhstan, where it is claimed that over 1.5 million individuals perished
due to famine and enforced displacement (Kindler, 2018; Pianciola, 2001:
237-251).

The industrialization strategies implemented in Central Asia reflected
colonial practices. Soviet planners frequently established factories and
industrial complexes in Central Asia not to address the need of the local
populace but to bolster the overarching Soviet economy. The establishment
of extensive industrial facilities in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan throughout
the 1930s and 1940s was predominantly intended for the production of
commodities for export to the Soviet Russia, rather than for domestic
use (Caroe, 1953; Stringer, 2003; Loring, 2014). This style of coerced
industrialization, which favored the interests of the imperial core at the
expense of the local populace, typifies colonial economies, wherein
conquered territories are converted into providers of raw resources and
products for the advantage of the colonizer.

Cultural policies in Central Asia sought to assimilate the region’s varied
ethnic groups into the Soviet ideological and cultural framework, mirroring
the cultural assimilation tactics employed by Western colonial powers. A
major element of this cultural colonization was the Russification strategy,
which aimed to elevate the Russian language and culture while undermining
indigenous languages and customs (see Table 1). Russian was established
as the official language for government, education, and commerce
throughout Central Asia, and competence in Russian was essential for
social mobility and access to influential positions within the Communist
Party (Adams, 2011). Despite the Soviet Union’s formal endorsement of
“internationalism” and the equality of all ethnic groups, Russian culture
was favored in practice, while non-Russian ethnic groups were either
encouraged or compelled to embrace the Russian language and cultural
norms. This reflects the cultural strategies of Western empires, such the
British, French, and Spanish, which frequently enforced their languages
and cultural traditions on their colonies to cultivate a more cooperative and
homogenous populace.

The Soviet Union implemented a program of eradicating religious and
traditional customs in Central Asia, perceiving them as impediments to
the establishment of a modern communist society. Islam, predominantly
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observed by the majority in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Turkmenistan, was specifically attacked. Mosques were shuttered,
religious leaders were oppressed, and Islamic instruction was prohibited
(Teichmann, 2009; Khalid, 2021). The state furthermore advocated
atheism and endeavored to supplant conventional religious behaviors
with Soviet-sanctioned cultural festivals and rituals. Alongside Islam,
several traditions and customs were repressed, especially those perceived
as bolstering local identities or nationalist feelings. Traditional attire and
festivals were suppressed, while Soviet-sanctioned cultural traditions were
endorsed instead (Adams, 2011). This practice of cultural suppression
exemplifies colonialism, as the colonizer endeavors to obliterate or
diminish indigenous culture to impose its own cultural ideals and
standards. From a postcolonial viewpoint, Soviet policy in Central Asia
might be interpreted as a manifestation of colonialism, notwithstanding
the Soviet Union’s formal disavowal of the imperial term and its portrayal
as a liberating entity for subjugated populations. The political repression,
economic exploitation, and cultural assimilation enforced by the Soviet
regime in Central Asia closely resemble the control techniques employed
by European colonial powers in other regions globally.

The political centralization and suppression of local nationalist movements,
the exploitation of resources for the advantage of the Soviet economy,
and the implementation of cultural assimilation programs all illustrate the
colonial characteristics of Soviet governance in Central Asia. Moreover,
the Soviet state’s rationale for these policies—modernization, progress,
and the establishment of a communist society—mirrors the “civilizing
mission” discourse employed by Western colonial powers to legitimize
their subjugation of non-Western populations. Despite the Soviet Union’s
assertion of constructing a new and equal society, its treatment of Central
Asia has several parallels to the processes of dominance, exploitation, and
cultural erasure inherent in classical colonialism. The establishment of
Soviet authority in Central Asia was not a consensual emancipation but a
forceful and sometimes violent endeavor that subjugated the region to the
interests of the Soviet state.

The political, economic, and cultural policies of the Soviet Union in
Central Asia exhibit all the characteristics of colonialism. The Soviet
state, by enforcing centralized political authority, extracting resources for
its own advantage, and suppressing indigenous cultures and identities,
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converted Central Asia into a colonial periphery that catered to the interests
of the imperial core. Notwithstanding its discourse of emancipation and
parity, the Soviet Union's approach to Central Asia exposes a profoundly
exploitative and forceful dynamic, closely resembling the characteristics of
traditional colonialism as executed by European empires. Characterizing
Soviet governance in Central Asia as a manifestation of colonialism
facilitates a more sophisticated comprehension of Soviet imperialism and
the overarching processes of colonialism in the 20" century.

CONCLUSION

This article has contended that the Soviet Union, frequently omitted from
conventional postcolonialism and development studies discourse, ought to
be acknowledged as a colonial power — especially regarding its governance
of Central Asia and the Caucasus. The oversight of the Soviet Union
as a colonial empire in critical academic discourse might be attributed
to the ideological connections between Marxism and postcolonialism,
which perceived Soviet socialism as a liberating force rather than one of
oppression. However, the historical reality of Soviet dominance in non-
Russian territories — especially in Eurasia — demonstrates patterns of
exploitation, repression, and cultural obliteration that closely resemble
traditional colonial tactics.

The Soviet Union used diverse political, economic, and cultural policies in
Central Asia and the Caucasus that exhibit distinct parallels with the colonial
tactics of Western empires. Moscow exercised stringent control over local
administrations, suppressing any semblance oflocal autonomy or nationalist
sentiment via repression, purges, and the elevation of loyal Soviet elites.
The region’s resources were exploited and misdirected to enrich the Soviet
core, causing local communities to endure the consequences of enforced
collectivization, monoculture cultivation, and industrial exploitation. The
Soviet authorities culturally enforced Russification, methodically eroding
indigenous languages, religious practices, and customs, while advancing
Soviet ideology over local identities. These programs aimed to convert
the periphery into an obedient, economically productive, and ideologically
congruent territory that fulfilled the requirements of the Soviet state.

The article has illustrated that Soviet activities in Central Asia and the
Caucasus might be seen as colonialism, not alone owing to the oppressive
and exploitative characteristics of Soviet governance, but also because
of the overarching structural dynamics of center-periphery interactions.
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Similar to the British, French, and Belgian empires, the Soviet Union
subjugated these territories to fulfill the political, economic, and ideological
requirements of the metropolis. The execution of this action under the
pretense of socialism does not diminish the underlying imperial forces
involved. The Soviet Union continued a kind of rule akin to imperialism by
controlling local resources, enforcing political repression, and eradicating
cultural individuality.

Postcolonial theory has long argued that once a colonial regime is
established over a territory, it may be extremely difficult to shake off
the political, economic and cultural “chains of dependence” — even if
said territory manages to obtain official independence as a polity. The
ease in which Russian President Vladimir Putin has been able to wield
“neo-colonial” influence over the newly independent states of Caucasus
and Central Asia since the early 2000s can be seen as evidence that
the Soviet Union indeed established deep roots of colonialism in these
lands. Since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, contemporary Russia
persists in having considerable impact over the post-Soviet space.
Russia’s present-day neo-colonial tactics encompass military operations,
economic coercion, and the exploitation of ethnic and territorial disputes
to sustain its regional power. Russia’s neo-colonial influence in Georgia,
for example, is seen in the disputes around Abkhazia and South Ossetia.
Following the Rose Revolution in 2003, which established a pro-Western
administration in Georgia, Russia leveraged its military and political clout
to bolster separatist groups in these areas, ultimately leading to the 2008
Russo-Georgian War. By acknowledging Abkhazia and South Ossetia as
autonomous entities and deploying military forces in these regions, Russia
has essentially undermined Georgia’s sovereignty. This military operation
aims to maintain Georgia’s instability and dependency, obstructing its
aspirations to join Western organizations such as NATO and the European
Union. In this perspective, Russia’s activities reflect the divide-and-rule
strategies employed by colonial powers, wherein ethnic and territorial
divides were manipulated to undermine and dominate subordinate states.

Russia has established itself as a vital military ally in Armenia, operating
a military post in Gyumri and serving as a principal armaments supplier.
Armenia’s profound military reliance on Russia undermines its sovereignty,
compelling it to conform to Russian geopolitical goals, frequently to the
detriment of its own national objectives (Terzyan, 2018). Russia uses
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economic integration frameworks, such as the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU), as instruments of neo-colonial dominance. Armenia, for instance,
is a member of the EAEU, which constrains its economic autonomy and
strengthens its connection to the Russian market. Despite being portrayed
as a cooperative economic union, the EAEU frequently operates as a tool for
Russia to exert dominance over the economic policies of member nations,
hence maintaining their reliance on Moscow (Gast, 2023). Azerbaijan has
mostlyupheld an autonomous foreign policy, particularly owingtoits critical
oil and gas resources; yet, Russia continues to exert considerable influence
on the nation’s security dynamics. In the 2020 Second Nagorno-Karabakh
War between Armenia and Azerbaijan, Russia engaged diplomatically,
facilitating a ceasefire and deploying peacekeeping troops to the area.
This enabled Russia to reaffirm its influence in Azerbaijan without direct
military dominance. Russia’s participation in the war guarantees that both
Armenia and Azerbaijan depend on Moscow for conflict settlement, hence
preserving Russia’s position as the principal mediator in regional security
issues.

The relationship between Russia and the Central Asian republics—
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan—since
the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 is frequently described as neo-
colonial (Gherasim, 2020). Despite achieving official independence, these
states remain under substantial political, economic, and cultural influence
from Russia. Russia has endeavored to sustain its supremacy through a
confluence of economic dependence, military alliances, and cultural
affiliations, employing techniques that closely mirror well-known neo-
colonial methods. Russia primarily exerts power over Central Asia through
economic reliance. A significant number of Central Asian economies
remain tightly linked to Russia due to their historical integration within the
Soviet Union, and this reliance has continued in the post-Soviet era. The
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), functions as a principal mechanism
of economic unification. Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are participants in
the EAEU, which operates not only as an economic cooperative but also
as a mechanism for Russia to exert influence on the economic policies of
its member states. The EAEU restricts member states’ capacity to freely
negotiate trade deals with non-member nations, so constraining their
economic autonomy.

Russia also employs military alliances and security agreements as tools of
neo-colonial dominance in Central Asia. The Collective Security Treaty
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Organization (CSTO), amilitary alliance commanded by Russia comprising
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, serves as a crucial instrument for
Russia to exert its control over the security dynamics of the area. Despite
being formally characterized as a cooperative defense alliance, the CSTO
functions as an instrument for Russia to sustain a military presence and
to influence the security policy of its member nations. Russia’s military
intervention in Kazakhstan was particularly evident during the 2022
turmoil, which was triggered by protests against economic circumstances
and political persecution. Kazakhstan’s government solicited aid from
the CSTO, leading to the deployment of Russian soldiers to suppress the
protests. This action not only secured the Kazakh regime but also solidified
Russia’s position as the principal guarantee of regional security (Libman
and Davidzon 2023). Such operations reflect the tactics employed by neo-
colonial powers to exert military dominance over their colonies, sometimes
masquerading as efforts to preserve stability.

Tajikistan, strategically situated adjacent to Afghanistan, exemplifies
Russia’s utilization of military alliances to exert power. Russia sustains
a substantial military presence in the nation, exemplified by the 201st
Military Base, one of the largest Russian military installations beyond
its borders. The military presence enables Moscow to shape Tajikistan’s
security policy and guarantees the nation’s reliance on Russian assistance
to address internal and foreign security concerns, especially those arising
from instability in neighboring Afghanistan. Turkmenistan, with the fourth-
largest natural gas reserves globally, has historically relied on Russian
pipelines for gas exportation. Despite Turkmenistan’s efforts to diversify
its export channels, notably through the development of the China-Central
Asia gas pipeline, Russia continues to have considerable influence over
the region’s energy industry. State-controlled Russian energy enterprises,
including Gazprom and Rosneft, are pivotal in Central Asian energy
production and transportation, therefore securing the region’s energy
resources in alignment with Russian goals (Baev, 2014). The domination
of natural resources exemplifies neo-colonial exploitation, as colonial
powers extract riches from their colonies, perpetuating their dependence
on the colonizer for access to global markets. Russia’s dominance over
Central Asian energy resources guarantees that the region’s economic
prosperity is linked to Russian interests, hindering these nations from
attaining complete economic autonomy.

240



Oguzhan GOKSEL — Natavan HUSEYNOVA

The article has advocated for a more nuanced examination of colonialism
and development, prompting researchers to re-evaluate the ideological
assumptions that have traditionally influenced literature. Treating the
Soviet Union as a colonial state — and contemporary Russia as a neo-
colonial power — facilitates a more comprehensive understanding of the
mechanisms of imperialism across many political situations, be they
capitalist or socialist. This article aims to further the critical analysis of
colonialism, transcending ideological confines and acknowledging the
various kinds of control that have influenced the contemporary world.
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