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Abstract

The research employs US-Pakistan foreign aid relations as a case study
and examines how the foreign aid policy of the US evolved in
response to two substantial political developments: the end of the
Cold War in 1990 and the eruption of the War on Terror in 2001. The
research finds that during the bipolar competition of the Cold War,
Pakistan’s strategic importance for the US’s containment policy of the
Soviet Union was a crucial factor affecting the foreign aid flows. The
end of the Cold War coincided with a reduction in the US foreign aid
flows to Pakistan and disbursed aid conditioned to the normative
criteria, as the political saliency of Pakistan to the US’s national
interests waned. In the aftermath of the War on Terror, on the other
hand, Pakistan’s rekindling of strategic importance led to a resurgence
of US aid with less moral strings attached, albeit not reaching the Cold
War levels. The findings endorse studies arguing from a state-centric
approach, claiming that foreign aid allocations can be a foreign policy
tool aimed at retrieving strategic political concessions from the
recipient state, but the study also contends that systemic factors also

function as a prominent intervening force.
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Introduction

How did the United States’ (US) foreign aid policy evolve in response to the changing
global landscape, particularly after the Cold War in 1990 and the War on Terrorism that began in
200172 These two pivotal moments in world history significantly influenced the US approach to
international affairs and introduced novel constraints on US foreign policymaking. On the one
hand, the end of the Cold War terminated the bipolar power rivalry between the US and the
Soviet Union and prompted the US to adjust its foreign policy principles to align with emerging
priorities. On the other hand, the War on Terror, which erupted almost a decade after the Cold
War ended, represents another crucial turning point in US foreign policy that compelled the US to
redeploy vast political and economic resources and reconsider foreign policy priorities to achieve

its strategic and tactical aims in its oversea military campaign.

To address these questions, the study employs a case study design and scrutinizes the
foreign aid relations between the US and Pakistan across three significant periods: the Cold War
era, the period from the end of the Cold War to the onset of the War on Terror, and from the
commencement of War on Terror to 2008. The foreign aid relations between the US and Pakistan
serve as a pertinent case study, as Pakistan assumed strategic importance for the United States
during both the Cold War as well as during the US’s War on Terror. By conducting a detailed
examination of the US’s foreign aid regime in Pakistan before and after these two critical time
periods, this study aims to reveal the factors that influenced the flow of aid and elucidate the

intervening forces that might account for fluctuations in aid disbursements.

This study posits three pertinent arguments. First, during the Cold War, when the world
order was marked by a bipolar competition of power, the US disbursed more foreign aid to
countries that held strategic significance for its national security interests. In essence, pragmatic
considerations took precedence over normative and moral conceptions when deciding the
conditionalities of foreign aid allocations during this period. Secondly, the end of the Cold War
signifies a significant decrease in foreign aid disbursements, given the diminishing political
salience of recipient countries to the vital strategic interests of the US. Additionally, as national
security concerns became less stringent after the Cold War, normative motives attached to foreign
aid disbursements gained greater prominence in shaping the conditionalities of foreign aid. Lastly,
the study posits that the amount of foreign aid provided by the US increased in response to the

rising strategic significance of certain recipient countries during the War on Terrorism, which
g g g g 5
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commenced in 2001. Nevertheless, this heightened strategic dimension of foreign aid
concomitant with the US’s overseas military campaigns did not imply a return to the Cold War era
dynamics shaping the US’s foreign aid policy and garnering less attention attached to the

politicization of the foreign aid in comparison to the era characterized by bipolar competition.

The findings of the study suggest that the primary determinant of US-Pakistan foreign aid
relations during the Cold War was Pakistan’s occupation of strategic importance in the US’s
implementation of its containment policy aligning with its national security notion. The amount
of foreign aid disbursements exhibited significant surges when Pakistan initiated to play a vital
role in the US’s containment strategy towards the Soviet Union. During this era, the allocation of
US foreign aid neither hinged on the recipient country’s fulfilment of certain normative
conditions before the transfer of the aid nor required satisfying a normative agenda in the
redistribution phase of the aid after its transfer. However, As the Cold War ended, the amount of
aid to Pakistan decreased with its diminished strategic importance, and particular normative
requirements, such as exhibiting progress in implementing democratic reforms and expediting
nuclear disarmament, were introduced as conditionalities attached to the aid allocations. Put
differently, while Pakistan’s strategic importance waned for US security interests, aid allocations
for Pakistan became more contingent on meeting certain conditions. Finally, in the period of the
War on Terrorism, the US foreign aid disbursement to Pakistan surged along with Pakistan’s
increasing strategic importance in the US’s evolving global security landscape. Nevertheless, the
upward trend in foreign aid allocations in this period was not as pronounced as the Cold War

period, which was propelled by bipolar competition.
1. Theoretical Framework

The allocation of foreign aid stands as a critical mechanism for transferring economic
resources between countries, a subject that has attracted substantial academic attention due to its
both political and economic implications. A vast body of literature explores the factors driving
foreign aid disbursements, focusing on the intricate nature of economic and political forces in
shaping the donor nations’ motivations. One particular academic perspective predominantly
focuses on the political aspects attributed to foreign aid, asserting that donor states expect to
procure certain political concessions from recipient countries in exchange for the disbursement of
foreign assistance (Ali, 2009; De Mesquita and Smith, 2007; McKinlay and Little, 1978;
Morgenthau, 1962; Rowe, 1974). Whether these political concessions sought by donor states align
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with normative objectives or crude national interests has been discussed from distinct theoretical
perspectives. On the one hand, some academic studies have emphasized that donor states allocate
foreign aid with the intention of promoting certain normative goals, such as protecting human
rights, fostering democratization, improving political rights, and urging economic reforms
(Carapico, 2002; Dollar and Levin, 2006; Neumayer, 2003). On the other hand, the arguments
emphasizing normative motivations have faced challenges from academic studies highlighting the

strategic dimension of foreign aid.

To begin with, scholars have underscored the need to distinguish between bilateral foreign
aid allocations and multilateral foreign aid originating from international organizations, such as the
World Bank and the United Nations (UN). Studies from the realpolitik perspective emphasize the
strategic aspect of foreign aid, propounding that donor states providing bilateral foreign aid are
more likely to condition foreign aid disbursements to procure specific political concessions
pertinent to their political and economic interests from the recipient country (Berthélemy and
Tichit, 2004; Griffin and Enos, 1970; Lai, 2003; Lancaster, 2008; Maizels and Nissanke, 1984;
McGillivray, 1989; McKinlay and Little, 1977; Moss et al., 2005). Some studies also emphasize the
intervening role of the international structure on foreign aid disbursement, positing the
distribution of power in the international system as a determining factor for both the amount and
extent of strategic objectives ascribed to the foreign aid allocations (Fleck and Kilby, 2010;

Marinov and Goemans, 2014).

This study argues that foreign aid allocations by donor countries encompass a blend of
strategic and normative elements, influenced by either realpolitik or moral considerations in the
donor countries’ motivations, respectively. However, the study also proposes that the dominance
of strategic or normative motives in foreign aid allocations depends on the political significance of
the recipient country to the donor countries’ political objectives and the distribution of power in
the international system in which donor countries’ national interests emerge (Marinov and
Goemans, 2014; Tan, 2016). Put differently, both the perceived political salience of recipient
nations by donor countries and the systemic pressures arising from the international structure play
a role in determining the amount and weight of the strategic component in foreign aid
disbursements. In cases where the strategic components of foreign aid outweigh the normative
component, donor states may leverage foreign aid to secure various concessions from recipient

states, with the aim of advancing their foreign policy objectives (De Mesquita and Smith, 2007).
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These objectives may encompass actions such as convincing the recipient country to join a
military or economic alliance, gaining access to military bases on the recipient country’s territory,
or influencing the recipient country’s domestic and foreign policy decisions in alignment with the

donor country’s political interests (De Mesquita and Smith, 2007; Morgenthau, 1962; Sislin, 1994).

The political concessions proffered by recipient states are intended to secure the
uninterrupted flow of foreign aid (De Mesquita and Smith, 2007). In the bargaining process
between recipient and donor states, one of the determining factors shaping the donot’s
motivation for foreign aid allocations is the strategic importance of the recipient state (De
Mesquita and Smith, 2007; Tan, 2016). Countries that hold strategic importance for the foreign
policy goals of the donor country are more likely to receive foreign aid (Tan, 2016). Additionally,
the willingness of the recipient state to grant the political concessions sought by the donor states
is also a crucial factor. In this regard, countries facing economic challenges are more likely to
comply with donor states in extending the required political concessions (Ali, 2019). In sum, the
major implications arising from these arguments are twofold: Firstly, if the strategic significance
of the recipient country diminishes, the donor country is less inclined to provide foreign aid
embodying strategic components. Secondly, if the recipient country is less amenable to fulfilling
the donor’s demanded concessions, it is anticipated that the amount of bilateral foreign aid will

decrease.

In addition to the weight of the strategic component attached to the foreign aid
allocations, the employed theoretical framework has a second pillar: the distribution of power in
the international system. Accordingly, the study posits that the foreign aid motivations of donor
countries can be influenced by the power configuration of the international system. Specifically,
foreign aid negotiations within the bipolar international system of the Cold War era differ from
those in the post-Cold War international system (Marinov and Goemans, 2014). This argument
highlights a critical political context for both superpower donor countries and recipient nations.
The bipolar structure of the Cold War period presented significant opportunities for foreign aid
recipients. These recipient countries could more easily secure the foreign aid they sought from
donor states by leveraging one superpower against another. In other words, strategically
important foreign aid recipients, especially those of significance to the US, played the US off
against the Soviet Union, endeavoring to both maintain and maximize the foreign aid they

received from the US (Marinov and Goemans, 2014). Authoritarian regimes during the Cold War
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era employed this strategy, and despite numerous human rights violations, the US continued to
provide foreign assistance because the security considerations stemming from the Cold War
outweighed normative goals attached to aid disbursements (Fleck and Kilby, 2010). Throughout
the Cold War, the US continued to furnish foreign aid to prevent recipient countries from
aligning with the Soviet Union bloc. The political concessions required by the US during this
period were in harmony with the containment strategy against the Soviet Union, aimed at keeping
recipient countries within the anti-communist alliance (Ali, 2019). In the context of a bipolar
world, Western nations struggled to tether the provision of foreign aid to normative benchmarks
such as democratization and improvement of the conditions engendering poverty, since security
concerns took precedence over scrutinizing the recipient countries’ utilization of the aid based on

normative expectations (Marinov and Goemans, 2014).

Nonetheless, as the Cold War came to an end, recipient states found themselves without
the leverage they once had over Western donor states. Western nations began to demand political
concessions aligned with normative policies, such as democratic reforms and improved human
rights, from recipient states, who had limited alternatives outside the Western donor community

(Neumayer, 2003). As elucidated by Marinov and Goemans (2014, 805):

“After the Cold War, however, major players in international affairs - including the United
States and the EU - have committed to championing democracy, even to the extent of
penalizing attempts to overthrow elected leaders. In fact, US presidents have been bound
by an act of Congress since 1997 to suspend foreign aid in the event of a coup d’etat in a

recipient country.”

In summary, during the Cold War, when the bipolar international order held sway, donor
states were inclined to provide more foreign aid to countries of paramount strategic significance
for their national security interests. During this period, considerations rooted in realpolitik held
greater weight than normative expectations. However, with the Cold War’s conclusion, there was
a potential decline in foreign aid allocation as the importance of countries that had been
strategically vital to donor nations during the Cold War waned. Furthermore, the relaxation of
national security imperatives that characterized the Cold War era may have led to an amplification
of normative expectations driving foreign aid motivations. Consequently, in the post-Cold War
era, foreign aid has become more costly for recipient states because foreign aid allocations to

countries that lost their strategic importance in the post-Cold War period gradually became more
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likely to be contingent upon fulfilling specific normative expectations, such as embracing
democratic reforms. The authoritarian regimes that are unwilling to implement the required
reforms as an attached conditionality to foreign aid allocations experienced reductions in aid

disbursements (De Mesquita and Smith, 2007).
2. Case Study: US-Pakistan Bilateral Aid Relations

This article seeks to explore the transformation of US foreign aid policy in response to
two pivotal junctures in US foreign policy history: the end of the Cold War in 1990 and the
commencement of the War on Terror in 2001. To achieve this, the study employs a case study
design approach and focuses on the foreign aid relationship between the US and Pakistan across
these three prominent timeframes. Pakistan emerges as a central case to address the research
questions, as it played a crucial role in protecting US regional interests during the Cold War.
Consequently, it is intriguing to assess the impact of the Cold War’s termination on the US-
Pakistan foreign aid dynamics. Additionally, Pakistan’s strategic significance, driven by its
geopolitical location, experienced a resurgence with the US’s invasion of Afghanistan during the
War on Terror. This political context situates Pakistan as a prominent case that may provide
valuable insights into how shifts in the strategic importance attributed by the US to recipient

nations influence the foreign aid landscape.

The first research question in this study investigates the transformation of the US foreign
aid strategy, a crucial tool in its foreign policy arsenal, following the end of the Cold War.
Specifically, it seeks to unfurl how and why the priorities for disbursing foreign aid evolved during
this critical period. Additionally, the second research question explores how the US foreign aid
strategy and priorities altered as a result of the post-Cold War recalibrations in US foreign policy
and the subsequent emergence of the War on Terror, which unfolded nearly a decade after the

Cold War’s termination.

Within the theoretical framework of this study, the arguments concerning the US-Pakistan
foreign aid relationship can be summarized as follows: During the Cold War, the foreign aid
provided by the US to Pakistan was significantly influenced by Pakistan’s strategic importance to
the US’s foreign policy objectives. In other words, as long as Pakistan remained strategically
crucial for US policies aimed at countering the Soviet Union during the Cold War, foreign aid
continued to flow. During this period, the US’s motivation for allocating foreign aid to Pakistan

was driven by realist considerations, prioritizing strategic interests over normative expectations.
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Nevertheless, as the Cold War terminated, the nature of foreign aid allocated to Pakistan evolved
in response to its shifting strategic significance for the US. Moreover, in the post-Cold War era,
foreign aid allocation increasingly came to be conditioned by normative criteria, such as demands
for democratization and economic reform. Finally, with the heightened strategic importance of
Pakistan during the War on Terrorism that commenced in 2001, it is expected that the volume of
foreign aid received by Pakistan would increase. Nevertheless, it’s important to note that even
with the increased strategic dimension of foreign aid in the context of the War on Terrorism, it

does not signal a return to the Cold War era characterized by bipolar competition.
2.1. US-Pakistan Aid Regime During the Cold War Era

The initiation of bilateral relations between the US and Pakistan were primarily driven by
security concerns perceived by both nations. Pakistan, following its separation from India and the
declaration of independence in 1947, viewed India as a significant threat to its political survival
(Farooq, 2016). There existed an inherent imbalance of power between India and Pakistan, with
India holding a dominant position in the political and military realms. To bridge this power gap,
Pakistan sought economic assistance to bolster its position relative to its more potent regional

rival.

Pakistan’s sense of insecurity and economic challenges propelled its leaders to actively
seek an alliance that could offer both security guarantees and foreign aid (Sunawar and Coutto,
2015). Pakistan recognized the strategic advantages of its geopolitical location, with close
proximity to Central Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, and the Soviet Union. This positioning
rendered Pakistan a pivotal player in securing critical energy routes and lent it political significance
due to its proximity to the Muslim world. Leveraging these geopolitical advantages, Pakistan
calculated that an alliance capable of providing both security and economic resources would be

attractive to major global powers (Ali, 2019).

Nonetheless, the establishment of a security alliance between the US and Pakistan had to
navigate various historical milestones. In the aftermath of World War II, the US prioritized the
establishment of a political and economic order in Europe. Geographically, the Near Asia region
was not initially considered a focal point in the global power struggle for the US. Moreover, the
US perceived India as a more vital partner in countering both China and the Soviet Union.
Consequently, aligning with Pakistan was deemed a move that could alienate India from the US

(Alavi, 1998). During the Pakistan-India War of 1948, the US declined Pakistan’s request for aid

Bélge Galismalari Enstitiisii




Bolge Calismalari Dergisi

Cilt/ Vol: 3 Say1/Issue: 2 Arahk / December 2024

and refused to sell arms to the country. However, a shift in US.-Pakistan relations took place in
the early 1950s. The nationalization of Iranian oil by then-Prime Minister Muhammad Musaddeq
in 1951 significantly affected Western powers’ oil-based interests (Alavi, 1998). Additionally,
events like the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, the communist victory in the Chinese Civil
War, and the formulation of the containment policy against the Soviet Union elevated Pakistan’s
importance in safeguarding US regional interests (Khan, 2010). Importantly, the US failed to bring
India into an alliance against the Soviet Union, as India maintained its relations with the Soviet
Union and adopted an independent stance in the Cold War (Farooq, 2016). These developments
created a political context that paved the way for improved Pakistan-US relations (Ali, 2019). The
US recognized Pakistan as a potentially valuable ally, and due to its strategic proximity to the
Soviet Union, it became feasible to establish military bases to contain Soviet influence (Farooq,
2016). In the 1950s, Pakistan actively joined two pivotal military alliances orchestrated by the US.
The first was the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), established in 1954 as part of the
US containment policy, encompassing Southeast Asian nations. Secondly, the Baghdad Pact was
forged in 1955, forming an alliance between Pakistan, Ttrkiye, Iran, and Iraq. In addition to these
developments, in 1954, the Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement solidified the alliance between
Pakistan and the US (Ali, 2019). As a clandestine component of this alliance, the US was granted
access to a secret military base on Pakistani soil, which it utilized for intelligence operations

directed at the Soviet Union (Farooq, 2016).

Consequently, Pakistan-US relations, moulded by political considerations in the early
1950s, served the pragmatic objectives of both nations (Zaidi, 2011). For the US, securing the
region was a critical aspect of its containment policy against the Soviet Union, along with the
imperative to obstruct the Soviet Union’s access to Middle Eastern oil—an essential strategy for
US security interests (Farooq, 2016). On the other hand, Pakistan aligned itself with a superpower
that could help address its security concerns stemming from India and provide financial resources

for the development of its economically challenged nation.

As indicated in Figure 1, since the early 1950s, the US has delivered substantial economic
and military aid to Pakistan. In return, the US sought political concessions from Pakistan in line
with the imperatives of its containment policy. Nevertheless, it was evident that there were
restrictions associated with the US military aid and armament strategy. The military assets

supplied by the US to Pakistan were intended for use only in ways that aligned with US interests,
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and the transfer of arms and military aid did not encourage armed conflict with India.
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Figure 1. US Foreign Aid Disbursement to Pakistan, 1948-2008 (USAID, 2023).

Established in the early 1950s, the alliance between the US and Pakistan encountered
significant strains during the 1960s and 1970s due to various tensions between the two nations.
Of these tensions, the most notable were the 1962 Sino-Indian War, the 1965 Pakistan-India War,
and the 1971 Pakistan-India War. The 1962 Sino-Indian War saw the US supplying arms and
military aid to India, an action that deeply disappointed and infuriated Pakistan. The US decision
to provide long-term military aid to India following the conflict was interpreted by Pakistan as a
direct threat to its national security. In response to this US policy, Pakistan initiated a

rapprochement with China, designating China as an “alternative source of military equipment”

(Farooq, 2016: 21).

The 1965 Pakistan-India War brought about a critical moment in the US-Pakistan alliance
as the US’ stance left Pakistan questioning the reliability of the alliance. Despite Pakistan’s
expectations, the US declined to provide military assistance to Pakistan during the conflict.
Furthermore, the US imposed an arms embargo on both Pakistan and India after the war (Khan,

2010). This embargo compounded Pakistan’s security predicament in two significant ways. Firstly,
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it eroded the belief that the US was a dependable ally. Secondly, Pakistan found itself militarily
disadvantaged against India, as India could still procure arms from the Soviet Union despite the
US embargo (Ali, 2009; Ali 2019; Epstein and Kronstadt, 2011). Faced with the arms embargo,
Pakistani leader Ayub Khan sought military and economic assistance by visiting the Soviet Union
in 1965 (Farooq, 2016: 22). A similar scenario recurred during the 1971 Pakistan-India War, but
with a crucial difference: the US chose not to intervene directly in the conflict. Instead, it exerted
pressure on India to refrain from launching an attack on Western Pakistani territory. The US even
deployed a warship to the Gulf of Bengal to dissuade India from targeting Western Pakistan in a

quest for a more substantial victory (Ali, 2019: 34).

While Pakistan made efforts to involve the US in an uninviting conflict with India, the US
approach towards Pakistan during the 1960s remained geared towards preserving a strategic
alliance. Despite Pakistan’s overtures for foreign aid from China and the Soviet Union causing
concern in US circles, geopolitical considerations ultimately ensured the survival of the US-

Pakistan alliance. As elucidated by Farooq (2016: 14):

“Considering Pakistan’s dire need for military assistance, American foreign policy experts
feared its possible strategic engagement with China or the Soviet Union in case of
Western disinterest. It is therefore fair to argue that even as Pakistan manipulated the US
to protect its regional security objectives, American officials disregarded Pakistan’s

regional motives precisely because of its relevance to containment.”

While the 1960s witnessed tensions that strained the US-Pakistan relationship and eroded
the strategic alliance between the two nations, the alliance itself didn’t plunge into a major crisis
because Pakistan’s strategic significance for the US remained intact. As depicted in Figure 1, the
US managed to sustain economic aid at a certain level, even though military aid diminished, until
around 1970. However, the genuine crisis within the Pakistan-US alliance emerged during the
Cold War’s “détente period”, coinciding with Pakistan’s diminishing strategic relevance. The US-
Soviet thaw, initiated by the SALT agreements during the détente period, reduced Pakistan’s
importance for US interests. Relations between Pakistan and the US hit their lowest ebb during
this Cold War phase. In 1973, Pakistan withdrew from SEATO (Farooq, 2016). This weakening
alliance led to a substantial reduction in US economic and military aid to Pakistan. As illustrated in
Figure 1, between 1970 and 1982, military aid was completely terminated, and economic aid

entered a declining trajectory.
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Throughout the 1970s, two pivotal issues shaped Pakistan-US relations. The first revolved
around Pakistan’s covert initiation of a nuclear weapons program, spurred by India’s first nuclear
weapons test in 1974. The second was the establishment of a military regime by General Zia in
1977 following a coup (Ali, 2019). The US exerted political pressure on Pakistan to halt its nuclear
weapons program and impeded the supply of nuclear materials. Failing to persuade Pakistan, the
US made a decisive move in 1979 to cease all military and economic aid to the country. The
Pakistani government, unable to leverage its geopolitical positioning as a political concession to
the US during the détente period, was confronted with hitherto unarticulated demands from the
US, including nuclear disarmament and democratization, in exchange for the continuation of

foreign aid.

Nonetheless, the year 1979 witnessed two pivotal events that refocused the dynamics of
the relationship between Pakistan and the US. Firstly, the overthrow of the Shah regime in Iran
through a revolution, leading to the establishment of the Islamic Republic, resulted in the US
losing a critical ally in the region. Secondly, the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan reshaped
the regional landscape. These two developments effectively terminated the detente period, which
had been characterized by political rapprochement and a thaw in relations between the US and
the Soviet Union. Particularly, the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in 1979 escalated Cold War
tensions. The waning strategic significance of Pakistan for the US during the detente period began

to resurge with the events of 1979. As articulated by Thornton (1982: 969):

“Overnight, literally, the situation changed dramatically with the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan in December 1979. President Carter and others saw this as a qualitative
change in Soviet behaviour, calling for a global response. Pakistan, now a front-line state,
became an essential line of defence and an indispensable element of any strategy that
sought to punish the Soviets for their action. Afghanistan was an Islamic cause, and
Pakistan demonstrated great diplomatic skill in organizing protests in the Islamic
Conference and the United Nations. The outflow of refugees from Afghanistan brought
the full force of US and UN relief mechanisms to bear on Pakistan’s behalf. With
increased concern at Soviet proximity to the Persian Gulf, Pakistan was even thought of

as one of the guarantors of free access to the energy resources of the Gulf.”
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Given Pakistan’s enduring strategic importance to the US, the decision to halt economic
and military aid was ultimately rescinded, and the flow of foreign aid was reinstated. As Figure 1
illustrates, the increasing significance of Pakistan was mirrored in the heightened levels of US
economic and military foreign aid to the country. By 1985, Pakistan had risen to become the
fourth-largest recipient of US foreign aid (Ali, 2019). In exchange for this foreign aid, Pakistan
collaborated with the US on a joint strategy concerning Afghanistan (Hussain, 2005). In
accordance with this strategy, both the CIA and Pakistan’s intelligence agency ISI conducted
covert operations within Afghanistan, working to undermine the Soviet Union’s presence in the

region (Farooq, 2010).

The strategic cooperation between the US and Pakistan, which was initiated in 1979,
managed to overshadow the tensions stemming from Pakistan’s nuclear armament during the
detente period. In 1985, the US Senate passed the Pressler Amendment, a law that mandated the
US President to annually certify Pakistan as a non-nuclear weapons state in order to allocate US
military aid to Pakistan (Ali, 2019; Anwar and Michaelowa, 2006). However, the US presidencies
of both Reagan and his successor, George H. W. Bush, opted to overlook Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons program until 1989, when the Soviet Union’s Afghan invasion concluded. Surprisingly,
despite the legal requirement, the flow of military aid continued unimpeded (Epstein and
Kronstadt, 2011). Pakistan seized this renewal of the US-Pakistan alliance as an opportunity,
intensifying its efforts to advance its nuclear weapons program during this period (Farooq, 2016:

27).
2.2. US-Pakistan Relations in the Post-Cold War Period

With the conclusion of the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan, the strategic
partnership between the US and Pakistan came to an end, and US expectations related to nuclear
armament and democratization, which had been prominent during the detente period of the Cold
War, resurfaced (Farooq, 2016). The conclusion of the Cold War also marked the decline of
Pakistan’s strategic significance. Within this shifting political landscape, the Pressler Amendment,
previously disregarded by US presidencies until 1989, began to be enforced, resulting in a sudden
drop in US military foreign aid. Pakistan’s nuclear weapons tests in 1998 and the overthrow of the
civilian regime in a military coup in 1999 heightened US concerns regarding nuclear disarmament
and democratization, further straining US-Pakistan relations (Ali, 2019). Additionally, Pakistan’s

diminishing strategic importance to the US prompted the US to establish closer diplomatic ties
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with India. During the Clinton era, India gained recognition as a more significant country, owing
to its potential as a formidable economic market (Fair, 2016). Clinton’s policy of rapprochement

with India exacerbated the rift between Pakistan and the US.

As the US moved away from its containment policy, it adopted a new approach to its
global foreign policy. Nuclear disarmament became a key foreign policy objective during the Bush
and Clinton administrations. Diplomatic efforts were made, particularly to persuade Kazakhstan,
Ukraine, and Belarus to relinquish their nuclear weapons following the dissolution of the Soviet
Union (Farooq, 2016). During this period, Pakistan was a target of US foreign policy aimed at
preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons (Schaffer, 2002). Prior to 1989, despite being
aware of Pakistan’s pursuit of nuclear weapons, the US had overlooked these activities due to
Pakistan’s significance in the Afghan conflict. However, after 1989, the US sought to impede
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program, and its earlier generous foreign aid was suspended until
Pakistan complied with US demands for nuclear disarmament (Farooq, 2016). Nevertheless, the
Clinton administration’s efforts to enforce nuclear disarmament policies against Pakistan proved
ineffective, and in 1998, Pakistan conducted its first nuclear weapons test in response to India’s

actions (Farooq, 2016).
2.3. US-Pakistan Relation During War on Terror

The US-Pakistan relationship encountered a significant turning point following the
terrorist attacks by al-Qaeda on the World Trade Center towers in New York on September 11,
2001. Pakistan emerged as a crucial ally and a new front in the US war on terror (Ali, 2019).
During the war on terrorism period, Pakistan regained the strategic significance it had lost after
the end of the Cold War (Ali, 2019). Initially, Pakistan distanced itself from the Taliban and
purged government officials and intelligence personnel with sympathies toward the Taliban (Al,
2019). Furthermore, Pakistan allowed the US to use its military bases for air operations in
Afghanistan and deployed a significant number of troops along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border
to jointly combat terrorism, conducting military operations against al-Qaeda and Taliban targets
(Collins, 2008). In return for Pakistan’s cooperation, President Bush revoked the Pressler
Amendment and Democracy Sanctions from the 1990s, which had obstructed the flow of foreign
aid to Pakistan. Since 2001, economically challenged Pakistan has received a substantial amount of
foreign aid from the US (Hussain, 2005). As indicated in Figure 1, US foreign aid to Pakistan

experienced a notable increase compared to the post-Cold War period. While the foreign aid

Bélge Galismalari Enstitiisii



Bolge Calismalari Dergisi
Cilt/ Vol: 3 Say1/Issue: 2 Arahk / December 2024

regime between the US and Pakistan did not reach the levels seen during the Cold War, Pakistan’s
renewed strategic importance to the US played a significant role in driving the increase in foreign
aid.

Pakistan-US relations have faced strains following two significant events that occurred
after 2001. The first incident was sparked when an American agent, known as Raymond Davis,
killed two Pakistani citizens and was subsequently detained by Pakistani authorities. The US
demanded Davis’s release, citing diplomatic immunity. Pakistan ultimately released Raymond
Davis by complying with the US demands (Ali, 2019). The second event was the killing of Osama
bin Laden by US soldiers within Pakistan, which led to reactions in both the US and Pakistan.
Some American Senators accused Pakistan of harbouring Osama bin Laden, while Pakistan
accused the US of conducting military operations without the knowledge of the Pakistani state,
thereby violating Pakistan’s sovereignty. However, these tensions were eventually resolved
through diplomatic means. It’s worth noting that the foreign aid relationship between the US and
Pakistan did not come to an abrupt end. Despite the post-2001 period being marked by
fluctuations in US-Pakistan relations, the US made notable efforts to address emerging tensions.
Finally, the 2015 National Security Strategy, as published by the US administration, stressed the
importance of enhancing cooperation with Pakistan and working collaboratively to ensure
regional security (Ali, 2019). This underscores the notion that the flow of foreign aid would

continue as long as a balance of mutual benefit between the US and Pakistan is maintained.
Conclusion

This research delves into the evolution of the US foreign aid policy from 1948 to 2016,
with a specific focus on two pivotal foreign policy shifts: the end of the Cold War in 1990 and the
War on Terrorism that commenced in 2001. The examination of the Pakistan case offers valuable
insights into the changing priorities and patterns of US foreign aid distribution, given Pakistan’s
historical significance in advancing US national interests during both the Cold War and the War
on Terrorism. The study explores three interconnected arguments concerning US foreign aid
distribution trends across the examined timeframes. First, within the bipolar international
framework of the Cold War, the US is inclined to provide foreign aid to nations crucial to its
national security interests (Marinov and Goemans, 2014). Second, when a recipient country’s
significance diminishes for US interests, as observed for certain countries post-Cold War, US

foreign aid allocations tend to decrease, with the aid being contingent on normative expectations
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like democratization and human rights improvements (Tan, 2016). Third, in the War on
Terrorism period, if the recipient country’s importance to US interests intensifies, foreign aid
allocation from the US increases. However, the foreign aid regime with the recipient country does
not revert to the Cold War-era patterns. This is due to the fact that the political concessions
demanded by the US from recipient countries are not as strategically critical as during the Cold
War, which was characterized by bipolar competition. Additionally, the recipient country is no
longer able to wield “Soviet aid” as leverage in the aid negotiation process with the US (Fleck and

Kilby, 2010).

Based on the study’s findings, the primary driving force behind US-Pakistan foreign aid
relations during the Cold War were Pakistan’s strategic significance within the context of
containment policy. Notably, the Cold War-era foreign aid arrangement between the US and
Pakistan remained largely impervious to normative considerations, such as democratization and
human rights improvements, as long as Pakistan held sway in terms of US interests. In this

period, the US made calculations primarily based on its strategic objectives.

So long as Pakistan played a vital role in the US containment strategy against the Soviet
Union, foreign aid continued to flow, with pragmatic considerations taking precedence. During
the 1960s, Pakistan sought leverage by accepting foreign aid from the Soviet Union and China,
which raised concerns in the US. However, the foreign aid dynamics remained largely unaffected
due to Pakistan’s enduring strategic importance. However, during the detente period, as Pakistan’s
strategic relevance waned, foreign aid dwindled substantially. This trend was eventually reversed

in 1979 when the detente era concluded, and the Cold War tensions resurged.

With the conclusion of the Cold War and the subsequent shift away from containment
strategy, Pakistan’s strategic significance in the eyes of the US has diminished. As Pakistan’s
strategic relevance waned, foreign aid from the US saw a significant reduction. Notably, during
this period, US foreign aid started to be tied to normative criteria such as democratization and
nuclear disarmament, matters that weren’t a major focus during the Cold War. In essence, the
foreign aid allocated toward countries experiencing a reduction in their strategic importance might
increasingly hinge on normative expectations. During the war on terrorism, Pakistan rekindled its
strategic importance for the US, primarily due to its geographical location. This renewed strategic
relevance prompted a resurgence in foreign aid akin to Cold War levels. However, it’s worth

noting that this upswing is not as pronounced as the foreign aid patterns during the Cold War era.
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This discrepancy may stem from Pakistan’s contemporary relevance not being as pivotal as it was
during the Cold War and Pakistan’s inability to employ another superpower as leverage during

foreign aid negotiations.
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Abstract

Researchers frequently emphasise violence, poverty, climate change,
and instability as the primary factors contributing to food insecurity
in Africa, subsequently shedding less or no attention to the
mismanagement of vast amounts of arable land and the abundance
of mineral resources. This endeavour in Sierra Leone reveals the
mishandling of fertile land and mineral resources, which, if
effectively managed, might promote food security and address the
issue of hunger. The author conducted interviews with a total of 47
individuals, including farmers, traders, government officials, and
representatives of civil society groups, using both primary and
secondary data in some hunger-prone districts. In addition, this
research used scholarly papers, media articles, reputable websites,
and information from reliable local and international organisations.
The research finds that while various common variables can
produce food insecurity, it is important to evaluate the
mismanagement of arable land and mineral resources by a nation

that has plenty of these resources.

* This article is an excerpt from the author’s thesis titled “A Case of Food Insecurity in Rural Sierra Leone,
1996-2022”. It was supervised by Hideaki Shinoda in 2023 at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan.
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Introduction

Academics such as Hendrix (2013), Martin-Shields (2019), Misselhorn (2005) and Smith
(2006) have specifically examined climate change, poverty, instability, and violence as the key
contributors to food insecurity in Africa. This study questions the belief that food insecurity in
Sierra Leone is exclusively caused by different circumstances like; climate change, violence,
instability and poverty. It contends that the inadequate handling of cultivable land and mineral
resources should also be taken into account in the discourse. Hence, the main contention
presented in this paper is straightforward: the inappropriate use of cultivable land and valuable
mineral resources such as diamond, bauxite, iron ore, etc., which are abundant in a country like
Sierra Leone, significantly contribute to the nation’s food insecurity. The author contends that by

effectively harnessing these resources, the issue of food insecurity can be effectively addressed.

The present existing meaning agreed upon at the 1996 World Food Summit, is “a situation
that exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient,
safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and
healthy life (FAO, 2008). “Food security is the measure of an individual’s ability to access food

that is nutritious and sufficient in quantity” (Concern Worldwide, 2021).

As defined in the Cambridge Dictionary, mismanagement means “the process of
organising or controlling something badly” (Cambridge Dictionary). Similarly, in the context of
this undertaking, mismanagement is regarded as the act of improperly handling or caring for
something. Specifically, this pertains to the inappropriate utilisation of resources such as land that
is suited for food production and the financial gains obtained from the sale of minerals like

Diamond, Rutile, Iron Ore, and so on.

Laurent E. Cartier and Michael Buirge (2011) stated that Sierra Leone is a country that has
a significant amount of valuable minerals, including diamonds, gold, rutile, and bauxite. The
country is predominantly known for its diamond industry, which was initially founded in 1930
and continues to be the primary source of income from exports for the country. Rutile and
bauxite are exclusively exploited by large-scale mining corporations, while the alluvial
characteristics of diamond and gold resources make them accessible to both artisanal miners and
larger mechanised operators. Artisanal mining is prevalent in both the northern and eastern

regions of Sierra Leone and plays a significant role in supporting the livelihoods of a substantial
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portion of the population. While the country achieved the lowest position (112/113) in Sub-
Saharan Africa in the 2022 Global Hunger rankings (Economist Impact, 2022).

This paper presents a novel viewpoint on the current status of food security in Sierra
Leone. From a perspective where the potential of extensive fertile land and abundant mineral
resources has not been effectively harnessed to address the worsening problem of food insecurity

in the country.

The primary objective of this endeavour is to highlight the misuse of cultivable land and
mineral resources, which have the potential to generate revenue to address the issue of food
insecurity, which is regarded as a fundamental cause of food insecurity. This will aid in providing

answers to the issue of food insecurity in a distinct manner.

A qualitative research approach was utilised in this undertaking. The main sources of data
consisted of structured in-person interviews, reports from government and local and international
non-governmental organisations, as well as dissertations. Forty-seven individuals were
interviewed, consisting of eight farmers, eight food commodity traders, five government officials,
eight community authorities, one representative from a non-governmental organisation, two
representatives from international non-governmental organisations, and fifteen local residents.
Other than the government officials and non-governmental officials, the rest of the respondents
are permanent residents in the rural part of the country. Koinadugu, Bo, Pujehun, Port Loko,
Kailahun and Regent were the districts or communities in which these interviewees were located.
The interviews focused on the problem of resource mismanagement (including land, minerals,
and finance), which has resulted in a condition of food insecurity in the country, specifically in
rural Sierra Leone. The secondary sources of information were obtained from scholarly journals,
articles, and books. This methodology facilitated a thorough examination and deep understanding
of the food security condition in rural Sierra Leone. The study’s original contribution is supported
by the diverse respondents who provided valuable insights into the actual management of land

and mineral resources and its impact on the situation of food security in Sierra Leone.

To address ethical concerns, participants are assigned labels such as government official 1,
government official 2, farmer 1, farmer 2, food commodity trader 1, community authority 1 and
community resident 1, while keeping their identities confidential. In addition, the author examined

scholarly articles, reliable reports from regional and international organisations, as well as
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documentary and archival records from international institutions such as the Food and
Agriculture Organisation, Concern Worldwide, Human Rights Watch, British Broadcasting

Corporation, and similar sources.

Although the study remains pertinent in scholarly discussions, it is crucial to recognise its
limitations. An improvement may have been made by collecting a bigger sample size from all the
districts in rural Sierra Leone, which would have resulted in a more thorough understanding of
the subject matter. Furthermore, it is crucial to take into account sufficient time as a significant
prerequisite and unreliable network connectivity as a hindrance. Consequently, contacting certain
respondents in the aforementioned groups, particularly farmers, becomes very challenging. When
conducting future studies on food security in rural Sierra Leone, it is essential to take these

limitations into account.

This article starts by introducing the study and establishing the theoretical and
methodological basis for the remainder of the work. It then moves on to probe the means of
management of state resources since the attainment of independence, right onto the civil war,
with a keen focus on how the management of land and mineral resources has impacted the state
of food security in rural Sierra Leone. After examining the methods of managing the state’s
resources from independence to the war, the paper then explores the management of the nation’s
resources and the issue of food security in post-war Sierra Leone. Ultimately, the final section of
the paper provides a conclusion by evaluating the argument of the study in light of relevant

literature.
1. Sierra Leone and Food Insecurity

Sierra Leone is a significant rice-producing and rice-consuming nation in West Africa. In
the early 1950s, Sierra Leone was a rice exporter. Since 1955, the agricultural sector has failed to
meet the demands of the domestic market. From 1960 to 1970, the average annual imports
amounted to $2.7 million. Despite the government’s attempts to boost domestic rice production
through various measures such as a price-support programme, fertiliser subsidisation, land
clearing, a heavily subsidised mechanical-ploughing scheme, and the establishment of the Rice
Corporation to regulate imports, ensure proper distribution, and set prices, the need to import
rice has persisted. However, the Government of Sierra Leone has made self-sufficiency in rice

production the primary objective of its national agricultural policy (Due and Karr, 1973)
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The Government of Sierra Leone has identified agriculture as the primary sector of the
national economy and is concentrating its development endeavours on it. This is unsurprising
because agriculture makes up over 50% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and employs
more than 75% of the workforce in the country. Approximately 74% of the country’s land area,
which amounts to 5.4 million hectares, is suitable for cultivation. This region encompasses 4.3
million hectares of highland terrain and 1.1 million hectares of low-lying plains. More than 90% of
the lowland region is suitable for growing crops, particularly rice. The country features several
types of fertile and less fertile land formations, such as the inland valley wetlands found across the
country, the saucer-shaped bolilands in the northern region, the riverain grasslands prone to deep
floods in the southern region, and the tidal mangrove swamps along the North-western coastal
strip. Rice cultivation is practised in highland areas across the country, using the environmentally
harmful slash-and-burn shifting cultivation method, which is currently being prohibited.
Approximately 66% of the population resides in rural villages, where they earn their living
through agricultural activities. However, every year, the country purchases around 40% of its

primary food source, rice, from other countries (Conteh et al., 2012)

From 1991 to 2002, Sierra Leone, a small country in West Africa, saw a devastating ten-
year war that resulted in the death of an estimated 50,000 to 200,000 people. The conflict was
characterised by instances of sexual assault, disfigurement, and the coerced enlistment of
underage combatants in both the insurgent and official military forces. The country is currently
undergoing a prolonged recovery process from the civil war, which was one of the most savage
conflicts in Africa and has been ongoing for twenty years. Sierra Leone continues to be
profoundly fragmented and afflicted by corruption. Despite its abundant wealth, it ranks among
the most impoverished nations globally (France 24, 2021). Rebuilding and developing Sierra
Leone after the war poses several difficulties. One of the challenges faced is the considerable lack
of access to food and limited financial support in rural areas. This is particularly challenging for
subsistence farmers who are still in the process of recovering from the war’s aftermath. Despite
the seemingly advantageous circumstances in rural areas, a significant concern arises: why does a
considerable amount of fertile land remain unutilized? There is a possibility that land tenure issues
in rural Sierra LLeone may be preventing lands from being used for production and investment

(Unruh and Turray 2006: 8). Furthermore, a significant amount of the land allocated for non-
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agricultural purposes, such as mining, has become unsuitable or incapable of supporting food

production once mining activities have concluded.
1.2. Sierra Leone: Geography and the People

Sierra Leone is located in the western region of Africa. The country was named after the
15th-century Portuguese navigator Pedro Da Cintra, who was the first European to see and map
Freetown harbour. The term “Serra Lyoa” is of Portuguese origin and refers to the diverse hills
that encircle the bay. Freetown, the capital, possesses one of the largest natural harbours in the
world. While the majority of the population is involved in subsistence agriculture, Sierra Leone
also serves as a mining hub. The land of this region produces valuable resources such as
diamonds, gold, bauxite, and rutile (titanium dioxide) (Britannica, 2024). Sierra Leone, similar to
numerous other African countries, possesses a mosaic of numerous ethnic groups, each making
valuable contributions to the nation’s abundant cultural legacy through distinct languages,
traditions, and histories. Sierra Leone’s identity is influenced by its diverse population of more
than 15 ethnic groups. The Mende ethnic group, which makes up over 30% of Sierra Leone’s
population, is primarily concentrated in the southern and eastern areas of the country. The Mende
language, spoken by this tribe, is considered a prominent language in Sierra Leone. The Temne
ethnic group, primarily located in the northern region of Sierra Leone, represents a significant
portion of the country’s population, accounting for more than 30% of the total. There is a current
dispute on whether they exceed the Mende ethnic group in terms of population (Loispiration,

2024).

In January 2024, the population of Sierra Leone was 8.88 million. The data indicates that
Sierra Leone’s population saw a growth of 186,000 individuals, equivalent to a 2.1% increase,
from early 2023 to the beginning of 2024. The female population in Sierra Leone accounts for
49.9%, and the male population makes up 50.1%. At the beginning of 2024, 44.6% of Sierra
Leone’s populace resided in urban areas, whereas 55.4% lived in rural regions (Datareportal,

2024).

The rural areas of Sierra Leone are inhabited by people residing in rural villages. The rural
population of the country is estimated to be 55.7% as of 2023 (Trading Economics, 2024). The
country is geographically partitioned into five primary areas, with four of them being designated

as provinces. The provinces are subdivided into 16 districts and 190 chiefdoms. Until 2017, the
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country had just three provinces that had fewer districts (14) and chiefdoms (149) than others.
The aforementioned provinces include the Northern Province, Eastern Province, Southern
Province, and North-West Province. At the administrative level, these provinces are subdivided

into five units. The capital, Freetown, is located in the western area.

The Eastern Province is located in the eastern half of the country and shares borders with
Guinea and Liberia, as well as two other provinces of Sierra Leone. This area is characterised by
the presence of two mountain ranges and is one of only two provinces that lack a coastline. The
discovery of diamonds in Sierra Leone in the 1930s marked the beginning of a key era in the
province’s history, as diamond mining became a prominent industry. The Eastern Province is
renowned as the epicentre of Sierra Leone’s diamond mining industry. Additionally, the country’s
Northern Province is located in the northern region of Sierra Leone. It shares boundaries with the
Republic of Guinea and three other provinces in Sierra Leone. The province is predominantly
characterised by hilly forests, which provide habitat for a variety of endangered species. In Sierra
Leone, the Eastern Province is one of two provinces that do not have a coastline, along with the
Northern Province. Before 2017, this region encompassed the territory that is currently known as
the North-West Province of Sierra Leone. When combined, the two provinces had a collective
land area of 35,936 square kilometres (13,874 square miles). However, there is no official

measurement available for the individual areas of the more recent provinces (MAPPR).

Consistent with the above-mentioned, the Southern Province of Sierra Leone possesses
the largest portion of the coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. Additionally, it shares boundaries
with Liberia and each of Sierra Leone’s five administrative regions. Bo city serves as the capital of
this region, with the Mende ethnic group being the most populous. Bo City, alternatively referred
to as Bo Town, serves as the primary hub for economic activities in the Southern Province and
holds the distinction of being Sierra L.eone’s second most populous city. The city’s development
commenced in 1889 with the establishment of the Sierra Leone Government Railway, which
remained operational until 1974. At that time, it served as the capital of the British Protectorate of
Sierra Leone until the country gained independence in 1961. Bo is considered the second most
significant city in terms of transportation, economy, and education, following Freetown. The
Southern Province of Sierra Leone comprises the districts of Bo, Moyamba, Pujehun, and
Bonthe. In addition, the northwest area of Sierra Leone shares boundaries with the Atlantic

Ocean, Guinea, and three domestic provinces. The capital and economic centre of the region is

Bélge Galigmalari Enstitiisti




Bolge Calismalari Dergisi

Cilt/ Vol: 3 Say1/Issue: 2 Arahk / December 2024

Port Loko, and it is geographically divided into three districts. Before 2017, the North-West
Province was a part of the Northern Province and had a total area of 35,936 square kilometres
(13,874 square miles). Due to the division of the provinces, the precise measurement of the new
provincial territories is unknown (MAPPR). Agricultural activities, including farming, fishing, and
livestock husbandry, are the primary drivers of the economy in this region. In addition, the region
possesses a stockpile of valuable natural resources, including gold, aluminium, and bauxite, which

further bolsters the local economy.

On the other hand, with the collapse of state institutions and prolonged periods of
mismanagement and ineffective leadership under consecutive political administrations, the
country endured a decade of social upheaval, resulting in the displacement of thousands of
individuals and the destruction of numerous lives and assets. According to the author, this was
inevitable (Zack, 1999). Many scholarly articles on the causes of the conflict have highlighted the
widespread belief that a prolonged period of mismanagement and incompetence resulted in
economic difficulties and social unrest. This, in turn, motivated numerous young individuals to
resort to violence as a means of expressing their grievances and discontent with the current

government.
1.3. Agriculture in Post-War Sierra Leone

According to Sierra Leone’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the civil war was
caused by a combination of internal and external circumstances. However, the Commission found
that years of poor governance, widespread corruption, and the violation of basic human rights
were the primary reasons for the dismal conditions that ultimately led to the inevitable conflict.
Subsequent governments become progressively indifferent to the desires and requirements of the
majority. Instead of enacting beneficial and forward-thinking policies, each government continued
the negative and self-interested actions that were already in place from the previous
administration. At the onset of the conflict, the nation had been deprived of its dignity. The
breakdown of institutions resulted in the majority of individuals experiencing severe poverty. The
government lacked any form of accountability. Political expression and dissent had been
suppressed. The concepts of democracy and the rule of law had ceased to exist. In 1991, Sierra
Leone was a highly fragmented society with a significant propensity for violence (Sierra Leone

TRO).
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Ndumbe (2001) noted that the civil conflicts and wars in most African countries during
the past century have been largely driven by political manipulation, mismanagement, ethnic
politics, economic deprivation, political disenfranchisement, and fights for control of important
resources. This statement is undeniably accurate when applied to Sierra Leone. The battle in that
region mostly originated from ethnic tensions, the competition for dominance over the diamond

mines, and the questionable actions of neighbouring countries.

Following the conclusion of the civil war, there has been a significant rise in rice
production levels. However, a substantial portion of this gain can be attributed to the extension of
the cultivated area rather than an improvement in yields. Sierra Leone’s rice crop yields are quite
low compated to international norms, usually ranging between 1.0 and 1.5 t/ha and have
remained unchanged over the past two decades. Approximately 87% of the nation’s agricultural
workers cultivate rice, and the typical yearly income for households in rural areas amounts to Le
3.6 million (equivalent to approximately US$847). On average, rural households allocate 65 per
cent of their entire expenses towards food (Binns and Bateman, 2017). The civil war had a
substantial impact on agricultural production, which previously employed approximately 60% of
the people and accounted for around 35% of the GDP. Moreover, as the civil conflict intensified,
the mining as well as coffee and cocoa output and exports declined, thereby exacerbating the
economic weakness. According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the agricultural
extension services were severely hindered by insecurity and a lack of movement during the civil
war, resulting in farmers being largely self-reliant. During the war and cropping season, significant
limitations included the extensive displacement of farmers, the damage and theft of farmers’
crops, seeds, and tools, a scarcity of seeds and other planting materials, an absence of fertilisers,

and a shortage of workers (FAO, 1997).

Based on a credible source, the country ranks third in terms of worldwide hunger, with
36% of its youngsters experiencing stunted growth. The Ebola pandemic had a devastating
impact on the country’s health system, economy, and food security situation, leaving many already
impoverished families without one or both providers. Persistent poverty diminishes the
accessibility of food. Sierra Leone has a high prevalence of hunger, with almost 38% of children
under the age of five experiencing chronic malnutrition. Due to their heavy dependence on
subsistence farming as a primary source of income, those residing in rural communities still have

substantial obstacles concerning food security. As a result, these homes are especially susceptible
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to food shortages. Nearly half (49.8%) of these households lack access to sufficient food, with
8.6% facing extreme food insecurity and 41.2% facing moderate food insecurity. The main
contributing factors to Sierra Leone’s elevated level of food and nutrition insecurity encompass
insufficient income, inadequate household earnings to sustain a satisfying diet, limited utilisation

of mechanised agriculture, and a scarcity of cultivable land (WVI).

Equally important, bad governance is one of the major causes of the devastating conflict
that wreaked havoc on thousands of people for over a decade. This menace as argued by many
scholars is a cause for the skyrocketed rate of youth unemployment, poverty and poor standard of
living in the country. This position is supported by the following views of some government

officials who have served under different political administrations.
Government Official 1:

“Before we handed over power to this current government, we raised huge amounts of
funds from donor support and other sources of income to facilitate work in every sector
of government and the agriculture sector was a priority, therefore it is shocking to see that
the current government is not being able to properly manage a sector of government we

worked tirelessly to keep in the right direction”*
Government Official 2:

“Looking at the work we did after we took office in 2007, the records are crystal clear that
our government made significant gains in every ministry of government and the
agriculture ministry is one of the major departments of government in which those gains

were made”.?

Given the viewpoints of Government Officials 2 and 3, it is a clear indication that the
respondents appear to be more defensive and playing the blame game which is a similar notion as
compared to most of the responses from their opponents. It is no news that the SLPP and APC
political parties are known for pointing fingers at each other instead of proferring a persuasive
strategy conducive to the advancement of the nation. Added to this, the existing circumstances in
the country as stated in some of the literature utilised in this research is contrary to the politically

motivated perspectives of the said respondents. A further explanation of the viewpoints of

1 Government Official 1, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 11th March 2023.
2 Government Official 2, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 11th March 2023.
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government workers is stated in the following excerpts. These government workers have served
different governments of the two political parties that have been ruling Sierra Leone since it
attained independence in 1961. According to them, they have over twenty-five years of experience

in the civil service.
Government Official 3;

“The current government of Sierra Leone has inherited the challenge of ghost civil
servants in the civil service sector. This issue has been hindering development as a
significant portion of the country’s limited financial resources has been allocated to non-

existent public workers.”®
Government Official 4:

“The issue of ghost workers in the public service has long been a problem that hampers
the progress of successive political administrations. It is in the awareness of some officials
government officials especially those in charge of recruitment of civil servants as well as
those that disburse funds for payment of salaries(ministry of finance) as to, who is a
legitimate government worker and who is not, therefore she thinks that ghost workers are
within the system only because of the failure of some people within the system to prevent
that from happening. However, successive political administrations have made some
considerable efforts to tackle this problem, yet it is still in existence. She also stated that
the income of ghost workers is sucking from the nation’s budget like a mosquito feeding

on human blood for its own selfish interest”*

In 2019, the Sierra LLeone government disclosed that approximately 5000 employees in the
public sector may be collecting salaries as fictitious personnel. Half of the possible ghost workers,
who are causing the state to lose billions of Leones, consist of civil servants, teachers, and police
personnel (The Sierra Leone Telegraph, 2019). In Sierra Leone, the payment of Ebola personnel
has frequently been halted due to the challenge of differentiating between authentic workers, such
as ambulance drivers and gravediggers, and individuals who are falsifying their identities to receive
hazard bonuses or attempting to register multiple times to receive extra compensation (Reuters,

2015).

3 Government Official 3, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 11t March 2023.
4 Government Official 4, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 11th March 2023.
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Fayiah (2022) noted that critics contend that Sierra Leone’s sustainable development and
progress have been severely hindered by factors such as colonialism, civil war, the Ebola
outbreak, the COVID-19 pandemic, and pervasive corruption. Corruption in Sierra Leone has
deprived the country’s youth and future leaders of their potential. The endeavour to tackle
corruption in Sierra Leone is encountering challenges as corruption has bestowed increased
power and fame onto many individuals, enabling them to draw more people into politics and
thereby bolstering the numbers of their political party. Therefore, individuals who oppose any
type of corrupt behaviour in the public domain encounter persistent threats and intimidation, and

in certain instances, they are unjustly terminated without due process.
2. Sierra Leone Independence and the Management of its Resources

Following the attainment of independence, the country has gone through many hurdles.
Due and Karr (1973) argued that before the nation attained political independence from Britain in
1961. Sierra Leone was a rice exporter in the eatrly 1950s, however, in 1955, it started importing
rice, which is its main staple food. This shift occurred because the country’s agricultural sector
was unable to supply the domestic demand for rice. According to the authors, imports during the
period from 1960 to 1970 are estimated to have amounted to an annual total of 2.7 million USD.
The government has made efforts to enhance rice production by implementing measures such as
a price-support programme, land clearing, fertiliser subsidisation, and a heavily mechanised
ploughing scheme. Additionally, rice cooperation has been established to regulate imports, ensure
proper distribution of rice across the country, and manage the collection, sales, storage, and
pricing of imported rice. However, despite these initiatives, the process of rice importation has

persisted.

Sierra Leone possesses a favourable geographical location and abundant mineral and
marine resources. However, the country also displays significant economic, political, and
environmental vulnerabilities. Geographically, it is situated at an approximately equal distance
from Europe and North America. Additionally, it possesses the third-largest iron ore deposit and
the fifth-largest rutile deposit globally. The nation is located among one of the most productive
maritime ecosystems in the world, boasting a high abundance of fish resources on a worldwide
scale. Additionally, it is home to the deepest natural harbour in Africa. Sierra Leone possesses the
second largest amount of rainfall in Africa, along with fertile agricultural terrain and plentiful

tourism resources (Ministry of Finance of Sierra Leone, 2021).
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Agriculture is the primary source of livelihood for rural communities and the most
influential economic sector in Sierra Leone, followed by mining. It contributes 50 per cent to the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The crop division holds a strong position in the agricultural
sector, with rice being the prevailing crop in this sector. The majority of farmers in Sierra Leone
cultivate rice, which is considered the primary food source and holds political significance in the
country. The process of rice cultivation not only ensures food security for the population but also
generates substantial employment opportunities for a significant number of farmers. Additionally,
it contributes to the conservation of vital foreign currency reserves and has a significant impact on
the entire economy of the country. Sierra Leone has prioritised achieving rice self-sufficiency as a
key priority in its agricultural development agenda since gaining independence. Significant
interventions in the sector have involved both direct government involvement and indirect
engagement, facilitated by donor-funded integrated agricultural/rural development initiatives. All
of these measures were aimed at small-scale farmers, who make up around 90% of the total
farmer population. The outcomes of the several interventions were largely unsatisfactory, and
during the past two decades, the overall performance of the agricultural sector has been poor

(JICA, 2009).

Ochiai (2017) pointed out that one of the primary obstacles in Sierra Leone’s agriculture
sector is the governance of land by government agencies. Foreign businesses have acquired or are
planning to acquire 21.4% of the country’s arable land for large-scale industrial agriculture. In
African countries where state governance has not fully spread throughout society and where the
establishment of political order since the end of the colonial period is still incomplete, donor-
promoted policies that seek to enhance the rights of land users are largely ineffective in providing
genuine and strong rights of private land ownership to these users. Historically, African nations
have endeavoured to govern their society by exerting control and authority over land. Granting
land users meaningful private ownership rights would involve willingly weakening social
governability through the land, which is a crucial mechanism for maintaining political order.
Therefore, it is doubtful that states would select for this choice. In numerous African nations, the
implementation of policies aimed at enhancing the rights of land users does not typically result in

the establishment or granting of authentic private ownership rights.
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2.1. Mining and Agriculture

Socfin Agricultural Company Sierra Leone Ltd. (Socfin SL) is one notable example. The
company has obtained high-level government support for its rubber and oil palm plantation in the
Malen chiefdom. The company has leased 16,000 acres of fertile farmland for 50 years. The
estimated cost of the investment is expected to be $100 million. The business operates as a
subsidiary of the Socfin corporation based in Belgium. The Socfin SL arrangement has already
generated dissatisfaction among key stakeholders, notably local farmers. Green Scenery has
received complaints regarding a lack of openness, limited or no involvement of elected authorities
and key players in decision-making processes, insufficient understanding of prospective relocation
options, and the exertion of pressure on landowners and town chiefs to sign agreements (Green

Scenery, 2011).

The acquisition of this site has sparked controversy from the outset. Shortly after the
initial lease was finalised, several local neighbours denounced it as unlawful. The Malen Affected
Land Owners Association (MALOA) submitted a letter to the government in October 2011,
claiming that the lease contract lacked transparency and consultation with local stakeholders. They
also criticised the compensation for the land as “pittance” and “unacceptable”. In addition to
collecting bribes from SAC and coercing landowners into approving the lease, the letter also
accused Malen’s Paramount Chief Victor Kebbie, who is the leader of the Chiefdom Council and
the main driving force behind the deal (Dialogue Earth, 2022). The following excerpts from some
community inhabitants assert the author’s viewpoint on the improper management of land and

the poor execution of mining operations. According to the first respondent.
Community Resident 1:

“Socfin is a significant contributor to pollution and land grabbing. The sudden appearance
of the company in the chiefdom caught many people off guard, as they were not given any
prior notice or information regarding the extent of the company’s operations, such as the
specific land area to be utilised and the duration of their work. This has caused shock and

dissatisfaction among a significant number of individuals.” 5

Also, as evidenced by another respondent, Farmer 1 who resides in Sahn Malen Chiefdom

where Socfin operates in Pujehun district mentioned that:

> Community Resident 1, Authot’s face to face intetview conducted on 14% March 2023.
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Farmer 1:

“Access to land is increasingly problematic for farmers in their community due to the
communal ownership-based land tenure system. Local authorities often restrict their
access to large areas of fertile land, which is typically allocated to multinational companies
for non-food production activities. There have been numerous cases where individuals
have constructed residences or businesses on communal land without any official
documentation to prove their ownership. The limitations imposed by local officials on
land access, which they often exploit for personal gain or grant permission to foreigners to
exploit with a significant amount of the profits benefiting themselves, is a matter of

concern.”®

Furthermore, Sierra Leone is a country abundant in natural resources and characterised by
a wealth of minerals. Although the nation possesses significant geological resources, its economy
remains relatively small. The mining and quarrying sectors in Sierra Leone assist about 82,000
individuals, constituting around 3% of the country’s workforce, either through direct or indirect
employment. In 2016, minerals, specifically iron ore, diamonds, bauxite, rutile, and gold,
accounted for 91.1% of the country’s exports and contributed 2.7% to its GDP. The three most
renowned mining companies in Sierra Leone are Sierra Rutile Limited, specialising in rutile mining
in the Bonthe area, Octea Mining Company, primarily engaged in diamond mining in the Kono
region, and SL. Mining Company, focused on iron ore mining in Lunsar, Port Loko district.
Mining on a large scale continued to be a crucial element of the economy. In a research published
in 2014, Human Rights Watch found that mining activities were responsible for the worsening
environmental and social issues in mining communities. These issues included severe land
destruction, negative impacts on community relocation, and challenges related to health and
safety. The communities engaged in the extraction of iron ore, rutile, and diamonds in the
Bonthe, Kono, and Port Loko regions of Sierra Leone serve as prominent illustrations of this
underlying assumption. The country’s mineral mining has long been associated with widespread
deforestation, land degradation, and environmental damage. The adverse impacts of mining
activities encompass the depletion of arable land, inadequate water resources, and the destruction

of forests, all of which are interrelated with the widespread and intrinsic harm to the environment

6 Farmer 1, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 14t March 2023.
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(Human Rights Watch, 2014). Community residents 2 and 3 who both live in the Kono district,

mentioned that:
Community Resident 2:

“It is not surprising that many young people have turned to commercial bike riding as a
means of survival instead of farming. This is due to the land degradation and
environmental pollution caused by mining activities in the area, which has made it one of
the most vulnerable places in Sierra Leone. Commercial motorcycle riding is a significant
source of revenue for individuals in rural areas of Sierra Leone. This is because
motorcycles can navigate difficult terrains that are inaccessible due to inadequate road
infrastructure. Consequently, many young people are now engaged in the motorcycle
riding business as an alternative to farming, leading to a decrease in food production in the

district.””

Community Resident 3:

“Most of my friends are commercial bike riders. They were mainly into farming as a
means of survival but due to community conflict over land distribution, low income
gained from the harvests of products and the impacts of mining activities in our
community, they took up bike riding as a new form of employment which is proving to be

very good for them. Now very few of us go to the farms.”®

Mining activities in Sierra Leone also cause environmental degradation as an unintended
consequence. Water and soil contamination is prevalent in most mining areas as a result of mining
operations. Traditional sources of clean drinking water have been destroyed or poisoned.
Groundwater in multiple mining regions has been polluted by the presence of heavy machinery
and oil spills caused by leaching. Mining in specific regions results in the formation of uneven
mounds throughout the excavated terrain, leading to disturbances in the water drainage system
(World Bank, 2008). For instance, Koidu Holding Ltd. in Kono District employs site
bombardment as a method for extracting Kimberlite minerals. This procedure primarily leads to

the formation of large artificial trenches and the deterioration of soil structure, composition, and

7 Community Resident 2, Author’s face to face interview conducted on 17% March 2023.
8 Community Resident 3, Author’s face to face interview conducted on 17 March 2023.

Bolge Calismalari Enstitis(



Bolge Calismalari Dergisi

An Assessment of a Nation Endowed with Arable Land and Mineral Resources: A Case of Food Insecurity in Rural Sierra Leone

biodiversity. The mineral mining industry in Kono District is considered a controversial

endeavour, as it has both benefits and drawbacks (BBC, 2017).

Sierra Leone possesses a significant amount of natural resources, however, the mining
activities in the country have exposed it to environmental harm. Mining communities often face
societal tensions due to the potential trade-off between the expected job benefit and the
environmental cost of mining operations. The adverse impacts of mining operations in recent
decades have eclipsed the sectot’s role in the nation’s progress. This is mainly due to the nation’s
lenient environmental legislation and the ineffectiveness of mine monitoring agencies in

supervising mining company activities (Fayiah, 2020).

Impoverished rural areas lacking in social and economic infrastructure, limited non-farm
job options, and minimal chances of upward social mobility are attractive to large-scale land
investors who entice them with promises of a more prosperous socio-economic future. These
coupled with the governing mechanisms in Sierra Leone lack the necessary capacity to effectively
manage foreign property agreements and the resulting impacts of large-scale land acquisitions on
the socio-economic and cultural aspects of its inhabitants. This can be illustrated by various
characteristics, such as the severely underdeveloped organisation, supervision, and operation of
land markets in the country. Moreover, the rental costs for property obtained by companies from
local farmers are extremely low, do not correspond to market pricing, and are particularly unfair

to the communities from which the land is acquired (Yengoh et al., 2010).
2.2. State Accountability and Management of Finance

The management of state resources transcends land management as it also includes
financial resources accrued from transactions in mineral resources and the utilisation of other
state funds derived from the various means of domestic revenue collection which are also another
crucial topic in addressing the state of food security in Sierra Leone. According to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone. As governments assumed control, their reliance on
the interests and wishes of the populace diminished progressively. Each tyrannical regime
perpetuated the issues and self-interested plans initiated by the previous one, rather than pursuing

beneficial and forward-thinking initiatives (Sierra LLeone TRC).

An essential characteristic of Sierra Leone, much discussed in literature, is the gradual

decline of the state during the 1970s and 1980s, ultimately resulting in its complete collapse in the
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1990s. The author re-echoed the words of William Reno, “the collapse of the Sierra Leonean state
is not due to a sudden absence of power, but rather a premeditated plan by political leaders to
weaken state structures, public services, and institutions while controlling economic resources”
During the period from 1964 to 1968, the country began to experience corruption and
mismanagement. However, it was Siaka Stevens who actively and deliberately undermined the
state to consolidate his position and gain control of the country’s economic resources and

infrastructure (Ducasse-Rogier, 2004).

According to the 2013 annual report of the Audit Service Commission, multiple
government agencies exhibited significant deficiencies in the administration of state affairs. These
deficiencies included irregularities in domestic revenue collection and information recording,
unfair procurement practices, inadequate contract management, and weak oversight. Nearly ten
years later, the 2022 report from this esteemed institution reveals a pattern of mishandling of
income and spending by some government departments. This aligns with the management of
state resources in the immediate aftermath of the conflict in the country (Audit Service Sierra

Leone, 2014).
3. Absence of Improved Farming Techniques in Post-War Sierra Leone

Evidence from post-conflict Sierra LLeone shows that the expected economic effects of the
reforms adopted after the war did not occur. Sierra Leone now ranks 181 out of 191 countries on
the UN Human Development Index (HDI). Right after the war in 2002, the country held the
169th rank. Nevertheless, as a result of the deteriorating state of administration and management,
it has been steadily falling. The determinants of food production, mortality, economic
development, and youth unemployment, which significantly influenced the duration of the eleven-
year conflict, have now reached an unprecedented level of almost 80%. Moreover, a staggering
70% of the population is currently residing in conditions of poverty, while 26% are enduring the
harsh realities of extreme poverty (Human Development Reports, 2024). Additionally, Sierra
Leone is ranked 116th out of the 125 countries in the 2023 Global Hunger Index, based on the
available data for calculating the 2023 GHI ratings. Sierra Leone has a serious level of hunger, as

indicated by its score of 31.3 in the 2023 Global Hunger Index (Global Hunger Index, 2024).

According to the 2020 Emergency Food Security Monitoring System report from the

World Food Program, almost 80 per cent of the food consumed in the country is imported. The
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United States exported agricultural products worth $21.18 million to Sierra Leone in 2022.
However, out of around 5.4 million hectares of fertile arable land, 75 per cent is still not used for
cultivation. The area is highly conducive for cultivating a diverse array of crops, such as rice,
cassava, maize, millet, cashew, rubber, ginger, vegetables, fruits, sugarcane, cocoa, coffee, and oil
palm. Additionally, it is also good for cattle rearing. At present, the agricultural sector is largely
controlled by small-scale farmers who rely on outdated tools, and obsolete techniques and have
limited access to resources for farming. Nevertheless, a limited number of commercial agricultural
enterprises engaged in the production of biofuels and energy, palm oil, lumber, rice, sorghum,
cultivation and preservation of pineapples, manufacturing of juice concentrates, and offering

agricultural machinery contracting services (International Trade Administration, 2024).

If the majority of farmers in Sierra Leone do not have access to modern agricultural
equipment, agricultural education, and other essential resources for food production, then the
process of cultivating and producing food is bound to fail. This is a common occurrence in
modern-day Sierra Leone, as a significant number of farmers are impoverished and depend on
assistance from donors and the government to obtain the necessary resources for food
production. The author was informed that this process has been influenced by authorities through
nepotism, corruption, and tribalism. According to respondent Farmerr 2, who lives in the

Koinadugu district:
Farmer 2:

“They are accustomed to using traditional farming tools such as a cutlass and hoe. This is
not because they are unable to use other tools, but rather because these are the only tools
they have access to. Purchasing a tractor or other farming equipment is not feasible for
them due to the high cost. Various governments have received external assistance in the
form of agricultural equipment. However, only a small portion of these things are being
distributed to our communities and entrusted to community officials, who typically utilise

them on their personal farms.” o

9 Farmer 2, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 19t March 2023.
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Furthermote, Farmer 3, who farms in the Falaba district, stated that:
Farmer 3:

“The absence of mechanisation is a longstanding issue encountered by numerous farmers
in the nation. Some of us are utilising equipment that was formerly employed by our
parents and grandparents. We continue to utilise these tools mostly due to their low
maintenance requirements and affordable acquisition costs, rather than their ability to

enhance production.”°

Farmer 4:

“Our unfortunate condition as farmers, characterised by an inability to procure essential
farming equipment and limited access to extensive land for agricultural operations, is
disheartening. Our way of life is politically polarised, affecting even food production.
Food producers, including cow rearers like me, require some form of link or favour from
authorities to operate freely. Occasionally, we face huge taxes while trying to sell our items
in markets, particulatly in urban centres, and certain financial duties are inconsistently

imposed on individuals without clear justification.” **

Food Commodity Trader 1:

“Over the last five years, the cost of food commodities has risen drastically. It is more
surprising that the cost of food produced in the country like Cassava, Potato, Yam etc
have almost tripled. Some of our friends who grow these crops said the price increment is
influenced by high taxes by the authorities concerned and low production which is heavily
influenced by many factors, especially unequal distribution of land for farming

activities'?.”

Food Commodity Trader 2:

“Before now, the commonly mentioned factors influencing changes in the price of food

items are pest attacks, bad weather and high cost of production. Now due to restricted

10 Farmer 3, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 19t March 2023.
11 Farmer 4, Authot’s face to face interview conducted on 20th March 2023.
12 Food Commodity Trader 1, Author’s face to face interview conducted on 20th March 2023.
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access to land and expensive agricultural implements and less amount of labourers, the

cost of many food items have risen sharply.” 3

According to Farmer 2, farmers in the country continue to use traditional or outdated
farming equipment because they have limited access to other options. Despite being aware of the
disadvantages of these tools and the lack of more advanced farming techniques, they have no
choice but to continue using them. Unlike Farmer 1 who stated that they are unable to afford

advanced agricultural equipment, so they are forced to rely on traditional equipment.

Jalloh (2006) noted that small-scale farmers in Sierra Leone mostly focus on producing
food for household consumption, with minimal or no surplus for the market. Farmers are
typically restricted by the lack of essential resources, except land. However, the area they may
cultivate is greatly limited by the quantity and quality of accessible capital and labour. The hoe,
axe, and cutlass serve as the primary tools, while family members mostly contribute labour.
Agricultural productivity in Sierra Leone is severely constrained due to the prevalent use of
unimproved crop types and animal breeds, as well as the limited use of fertiliser and unimproved

cultural techniques.

It is undeniable that the majority, if not all, of the agricultural activities carried out by
small-scale farmers in Sierra Leone and other parts of Africa are performed manually. This
significantly hinders the rise in production as a result of the excessive manual labour or rigorous
work performed by the farmers. This leads to a limited amount of land per farming family,

inadequate agricultural techniques, and delayed completion of farming tasks. (Tholley, 2014)

Based on the above-mentioned arguments, it is clear that one would be interested in
understanding how the relevant authorities handle the allocated funds for agricultural operations
that come from the state’s treasury. In addition, successive political administrations have received
substantial assistance in the form of agricultural equipment from benefactors worldwide.
Therefore, it is extremely probable that the finances and equipment have been mishandled, given
the decline in agricultural production instead of improvement. As such, it would be fair to discuss
food insecurity in Sierra Leone. We pay close attention to the mismanagement of resources, given

the nation’s abundance of arable land and mineral resources.

13 Food Commodity Trader 2, Author’s face to face interview conducted on 20th March 2023.
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Conclusion

Sierra Leone has experienced various forms of economic, cultural, and political instability,
including a civil war following its independence from Britain. Throughout this time frame, the
matter of ensuring food security has consistently been a primary concern for consecutive political
administrations. This study has presented Sierra Leone’s tumultuous history, efforts made after
gaining independence, and actions done to tackle the issue of food insecurity. Specifically, it
conducted a thorough analysis of the nation’s history and the abrupt transition from being a rice
exporter, which is its main food source, to becoming an importer right after gaining

independence.

Upon gaining independence, it became evident that the nation had experienced a
progressive deterioration in the management of its resources and government under successive
political administrations. This led to ten years of civil turmoil that caused immeasurable suffering
and devastation to the country’s population and infrastructure. Amidst these moments of
volatility, the condition of food security was severely impacted. The article concludes that
violence, poverty, instability, and climate change are significant contributing factors to food
insecurity in various countries. However, in a resource-rich country like Sierra Leone, the
mismanagement of land, mineral, and financial resources is a primary factor that undermines the
state of food security. Overall, consecutive political regimes have mishandled the nation’s ample
resources due to their incompetence. The land management practices, particularly the control of

large expanses of cultivable land by relevant authorities, worsened the issue.

The respondents interviewed for this study strongly and vividly conveyed this
vulnerability, which contradicts the commonly accepted idea in the literature that food insecurity
is caused by violence, war, climate change, and instability. Interview excerpts from “community
resident 1 and 2, government official 1 and 2 and Farmer 1 and 2 food commodity trader 1 and
27 etc clearly illustrate how the acts of certain state authorities have adversely affected the ability
to manage state resources, to the detriment of the majority. Furthermore, research reveals that
poor governance, which is the primary cause of the ten years of civil unrest, is a significant factor

in the worsening status of food insecurity in the nation.

Specifically, the findings of this study highlight the urgent and critical condition of food

security in the process of rebuilding after a decade of war. Historically, institutions and strategies

Bolge Calismalari Enstitis(



Bolge Calismalari Dergisi :

An Assessment of a Nation Endowed with Arable Land and Mineral Resources: A Case of Food Insecurity in Rural Sierra Leone

for reform after the war have failed to adequately address the methods of producing food and the
issue of hunger. Food insecurity in post-conflict Sierra Leone is influenced by several factors,
including limited access to advanced farming techniques among farmers, inadequate agricultural
education, and a lack of incentives to engage in agricultural operations. This study presents a new
viewpoint on the factors contributing to food insecurity in countries worldwide. It specifically
focuses on Sierra Leone, a country with abundant resources. It highlights how mismanagement of

these resources (such as land, minerals, and finance) has led to food insecurity.
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gouvernance africaine, fagconnant fondamentalement la trajectoire
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subi des changements de régime. En 2023, une partie de 'armée a
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Abstract

Africa has experienced a series of military coups, a phenomenon
that raises critical questions about political stability, governance,
and the regression of democracy in Africa. This chain of events
laid the groundwork for a proliferation of coups d'état in the 1960s
and 1970s, illustrating a troubling cycle where the militarization of
politics became a deeply entrenched aspect of African governance,
fundamentally shaping the political trajectory of the continent and
its current struggles for democratic consolidation. Gabon, like
many other African countries, has undergone regime changes. In
2023, a part of the army orchestrated a coup d'état, which
challenged not only the electoral results but also the sustainability
of Bongo's regime, tied to decades of family power. The interest in
this topic lies in its ability to shed light on the current political
dynamics of Affrica and to promote a better understanding of the
challenges the continent faces. Moreover, the goodwill towards the
new leader from international actors such as France raises
questions about the role of foreign influence in the stabilization or

destabilization of African regimes.
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Introduction

Les coups d’Etat militaires sont une réalité permanente en Afrique, car, depuis les années
postindépendance, les institutions démocratiques basées sur le modele occidental ont été
remplacées par des gouvernements autoritaires en Afrique, dont certains ont été mis en place par
des coups d’Etat militaires. C'est ainsi que Ban Ki-Moon a exprimé sa volonté lors du sommet de
'Union aftricaine a2 Addis-Abeba le 2 février 2009, en appelant les dirigeants africains a renforcer les
infrastructures politiques et sécuritaires, afin que la démocratie prospére en Afrique.’ On ne peut
nier que le coup d’Ftat est préjudiciable a I’Afrique, qui est en train de simposer comme une
nation démocratique et de devenir un systeme politique mature. De méme, le secrétaire général de
IONU, Antonio Guterres, déclare: “les gouvernements militaires ne sont pas la solution. Ils
aggravent les problemes. J’exhorte tous les pays a agir rapidement pour etablir les institutions

2 Pour Antonio Guterres, ces coups d'Etat ne peuvent

démocratiques crédibles et 'Etat de Droit.
pas étre une alternative aux maux qui tourmentent les pays du continent africain. Au cours des
derniéres années, de nombreux coups d’Ftat militaires ont eu lieu en Afrique, avec une
augmentation significative depuis 2020. Les coups d’Ftat militaires ont donc joué un role majeur
parmi ces évolutions, témoignant souvent des tensions profondes et des luttes pour le pouvoir. Ces
événements ne se limitent pas a une région spécifique, mais ont eu lieu a travers le continent, avec
des exemples récents au Mali, au Niger, au Burkina Faso, en Guinée et, plus précisément, au
Gabon. Le Gabon, notamment, présente un exemple d’étude captivant. Le 30 aott 2023, un coup
d’Etat militaire a eu lieu dans le pays, entrainant le renversement du Président Ali Bongo mettant
ainsi un terme a plus de 50 ans de régne de la famille Bongo et la mise en place d’un gouvernement
de transition. Ce putsch s’est produit dans un contexte de contestations apres les élections et de

divergences sur les résultats officiels, mettant en évidence les difficultés persistantes de la

gouvernance démocratique en Afrique. Ce phénomene n'est pas unique, car IAfrique est le

e discours du Secrétaire général de TONU, M. Ban Ki-moon, prononcé a 'occasion du Sommet de ’'Union africaine,
a Addis-Abeba, “Au lieu de coups d’Etat et de changements anticonstitutionnels, effor¢ons-nous de faire en sorte que
la démocratie prospere en Afrique” (Ban ki-moon, 2009:1805).

De méme l'actuel S.G. de 'ONU, au lendemain du Coup d'Etat militaite au Gabon a souligné que "Les
gouvernements militaires ne constituent pas une solution. Au contraire, ils aggravent les problémes. Ils ne peuvent pas
résoudre une crise. Ils ne peuvent qu'empirer les choses”, a dit M. Guterres, qui a exhorté “tous les pays a agir
rapidement pour établir des institutions démocratiques crédibles et I'Etat de droit”. Il lance donc un appel a la retenue
de la Succession de coups d’Etat militaires en Afrique (Guterres, 2023: 08).
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continent ot le plus de coups d’Etat réussis a été enregistré depuis 1950, avec 106 sur 214

tentatives.

Les coups d’Etat militaires se distinguent comme des événements importants qui ont
souvent changé la donne politique a 'échelle nationale. Ce sujet d’étude n’est pas choisi par hasard;
il découle d’une volonté de saisir les origines profondes et les répercussions de ces changements
brusques. Nous nous interrogeons sur les dynamiques politiques, économiques et sociales qui ont
entrainé les coups d’Etat militaires en Afrique, et comment 'exemple du Gabon met en évidence

les défis et les répercussions de ces prises de pouvoir non démocratiques.

Cet article vise a examiner de maniere spécifique la persistance des coups d’Etat militaires
en Afrique, méme si la démocratie et la gouvernance civile sont en plein essor a I'échelle mondiale.
Cette question revét une grande importance en raison de son influence sur la stabilité politique, le

progres économique et les droits humains dans les pays concernés.

L’idée fondamentale est que, malgré la diversité des contextes nationaux, il y a des raisons

communes et des dynamiques régionales qui peuvent expliquer la réapparition de ces événements.

En repérant ces éléments, Iarticle vise a participer a une discussion plus vaste sur la facon
de consolider les institutions démocratiques et de prévenir les ascensions militaires en Afrique. En
se basant sur une analyse de la littérature, nous supposerons que les coups d’Ftat militaires en
Afrique sont le fruit d’une combinaison complexe de facteurs politiques internes, de pressions
économiques et de dynamiques sociales, qui nécessitent une analyse approfondie afin de concevoir

des solutions durables.

Les recherches précédentes sur les renversements d’Frtat en Afrique révélent une diversité
de raisons et de répercussions, allant de la quéte de pouvoir a I'instabilité politique. Une nouvelle
étude examine la typologie des coups d’Etat en Afrique postindépendance, leurs origines et leurs
répercussions, ainsi que les changements sociologiques des Etats en situation de coup d’Etat
(Agora Afrique). Les théories pertinentes comprennent Pétude des coups d’Ftat en tant
quévénements fondamentaux qui créent des schémas qui influencent les générations politiques et
les trajectoires des pays concernés (Amine, 2021). D’autres réflexions théoriques portent sur la

place du coup d’Etat dans les arts de gouverner et son lien avec la raison d’Btat.

A partir de ce contexte, I'article pourrait élaborer une analyse approfondie de la situation au

Gabon, en analysant les particularités historiques, politiques et sociales qui ont entrainé les coups
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d’Etat dans ce contexte national africain. Il est primordial de situer les événements dans le contexte

global des dynamiques continentales et mondiales qui impactent la gouvernance en Afrique.
1. Contexte historique et politique des coups d’état militaires en Afrique

“Depuis 1960, I'année des indépendances en chaine, I'"Afrique n'avait plus beaucoup joué

. , ) . .. ) , , . .
un role prépondérant sur la scene politique mondiale; elle s'y est retrouvée aux derniers mois.
L'enthousiasme de la libération s'est transformé en une crise d'incertitude au bout d'une
demidécennie. L'événement se transforme en une expérience africaine; il met en question des
équilibres précaires; il finit par imposer des décisions jusqu'a présent attendues. Jamais I'Afrique n'a
¢été unifiée, mais l'unité africaine était devenue un projet stimulant. La situation actuelle permet

d'apprécier plus précisément la distance entre l'intention et la réalité.” (Balandier, 1966:1).

I’Afrique est particulicrement confrontée aux perturbations politiques et sociales causées
par la mondialisation. Effectivement, les jeunes Ftats indépendants, déja vulnérables, ont été dotés
d'une souveraineté fragile que la domination des multinationales et la dislocation des sociétés a
cause des politiques d'ajustement structurel ont achevé de démolir. De cette maniére, la puissance
publique devient une fiction dont on tente de bénéficier et le coup d'Etat devient un moyen naturel

de prendre le pouvoir (Tavares, 2004).
1.1. Introduction générale aux coups d’état militaire en Afrique

Tout au long de I'Histoire, on peut examiner 1'Afrique en trois étapes. La premicre est la
phase précoloniale, la deuxi¢cme est la phase coloniale et la troisicme est la phase qui a suivi
l'indépendance. Dans ces trois phases, les deuxieme et troisieme phases ont rendu I'Afrique une
situation complexe et trouble. En effet, au cours de ces périodes, le continent a été touché par le
colonialisme, ce qui a entrainé des guerres violentes. Outre la violence identitaire qu'ils ont
engendrée dans la société, ces conflits ont également engendré des tentatives de coup d'Etat et des

coups d'Etat militaires réussis au sein des gouvernements.

On peut définir un coup d’Etat militaire comme la prise du pouvoir dans un Etat par une
minorité, généralement des militaires, sous des moyens non constitutionnels. En général, cette
action est imposée par surprise et fait appel a la force. Les responsables dun coup d’Etat,
également connus sous le nom de putschistes, font généralement appel a 'ensemble ou a une partie

de I'armée et recoivent parfois le soutien d’une partie de la classe politique et de la presse.
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Malaparte considéere que le temps des Révolutions populaires est révolu. Il n’est plus
nécessaire de mobiliser un peuple pour prendre le pouvoir. Afin de faire tomber un régime, il n’y a
qu’une organisation technique et tactique, un petit groupe déterminé et bien structuré. Curzio
Malaparte explore cette idée dans son ceuvre, en particulier dans son ouvrage intitulé “Technique

du coup d’Ftat” (publié en 1931).

11 décrit comment Les coups d’Etat modernes ne nécessitent plus de grandes armées ou de
soulevements populaires massifs, mais plutot une planification stratégique et une exécution précise
par un groupe restreint mais efficace. Selon Malaparte, la stratégie, la rigueur et le secret sont plus
importants que la puissance numérique ou I'implication populaire généralisée. C’est une analyse qui

a influencé la pensée politique sur les changements de pouvoir au XXe siecle (Malaparte, 2022).

Depuis lors, plusieurs pays ont été affectés, notamment dans le tiers monde pendant la
Guerre froide, lorsque les puissances économiques et politiques mondiales ont financé des
insurrections en fonction de la compatibilité politique des secteurs au pouvoir. Les coups d’Ftat
militaires ne se limitaient pas a 'Afrique, mais ils étaient courants et ont eu un impact important
sur la stabilité politique et le progres des pays. Le fait que les militaires prennent le pouvoir peut
étre interprété comme une manifestation de la stabilité ou de l'instabilité politique et du niveau de
maturité des institutions démocratiques. De nombreux cas ont été marqués par la faiblesse des
structures politiques et civiles, ainsi que par I'influence de certaines catégories sociales, nationales et

étrangeres, qui ont favorisé les prises de pouvoir armés (Monceau, 2009).

Le processus de démocratisation sur le continent a été influencé par ces interventions qui
ont souvent abouti a des régimes autoritaires. Il est évident que la relation entre les militaires et le
pouvoir politique en Afrique est complexe et a évolué au fil du temps, témoignant des dynamiques

internes et externes qui impactent la gouvernance et la sécurité sur le continent.
1.1.1. Les premiers coups d’état postindépendance

La situation politique de I'Afrique apres l'indépendance était tres instable, avec de
nombreux coups d'Etat et tentatives de coup d'Etat. I'étude de Powell et Thyne constitue en effet
une référence importante en la maticre, mettant en lumiere la fréquence des coups d'Etat sur le
continent a la suite des mouvements indépendantistes. Cela reflete les défis auxquels sont
confrontés ces jeunes pays alors quils tentent de construire des institutions politiques stables et

durables dans un contexte de fronticres laissées par I’héritage du colonialisme et de diverses
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pressions internes et externes. La gouvernance et la stabilité politique restent des themes majeurs
de recherche et de préoccupation pour le développement futur de I’Afrique. Depuis 1950, les
tentatives de coup d’Etat en Afrique sont un sujet complexe et varié. D'aprés Jonathan Powell et
Clayton Thyne, la plupart des pays africains, 45 des 54 pays ont été touchés par des tentatives de
coup d’Ftat pendant cette période. En Afrique, 221 coups d’Etat ont été réussis ou tentés entre
janvier 1950 et fin aout 2023, soit pres de la moitié (44 %) des tentatives de putschs recensées dans
le monde 4 cette époque. Depuis 1950, le Soudan a connu le plus grand nombre de coups d’Ftat en

Afrique, avec 17 réussis ou tentés (Powell & Thyne, 2011:252).

Trois grandes vagues de coups d’Etat ont eu lieu en Afrique aprés lindépendance.
1.’ Afrique a connu sa premiére vague de coups d’Etat militaires avec le renversement du roi Farouk
en Egypte en 1952. Depuis lors, 'Afrique a été témoin d’environ 112 coups d’Etat réussis dans
divers pays. En Afrique, les coups d’Ftat se distinguent par des dynamiques fluctuantes, souvent

lices a la gouvernance et aux réactions des citoyens.
1.1.1.1. Premic¢re vague (années 1960-1970)

Dés l'indépendance, certains chefs d'Etat africains ont adopté des positions politiques qui
¢taient en contradiction avec les intéréts des anciennes puissances coloniales et n'ont pas su
satisfaire les aspirations des citoyens. Les difficultés associées a la concurrence entre les
superpuissances durant la Guerre froide et a I'apparition d’Etats a parti unique et de dictatures ont
créé un ensemble de facteurs qui ont incité des officiers militaires supérieurs a envisager un coup
d’Ftat. Ces prises de pouvoir ont causé la mort de 12 dirigeants africains, des exécutions

extrajudiciaires et de graves atteintes aux droits de 'homme, notamment en Afrique de I’Ouest.
1.1.1.2. Deuxi¢me vague (années 1980-1990)

La seconde vague de coups d'Etat en Afrique, qui s'est principalement déroulée dans les

années 1980 et 1990, a été une période de turbulence politique et économique plus importante.

L’année 1980 a été marquée par une crise économique mondiale qui a profondément
affecté les économies africaines. Les institutions financiéres internationales ont souvent imposé des
programmes d’ajustement structurel qui ont aggravé les probléemes économiques, ce qui a entrainé
une augmentation du mécontentement populaire. Les renversements de gouvernement de cette
période étaient fréquemment La période de stabilité et la reprise des coups d’Etat motivés par

I'insatisfaction envers les dirigeants en place, considérés comme corrompus et incapables de gérer
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les crises économiques. Les militaires, qui se présentaient comme des libérateurs, ont expliqué leurs

actions par la nécessité de rétablir ordre et la stabilité.

1.1.2. La période de stabilité et la reprise des coups d’état: (Troisiéme vague 2000-

2023)

Au lendemain de lindépendance et durant la Guerre froide, les coups d'Etat étaient
courants en Afrique. Pour faire une comparaison, les derniéres vingt années ont été paisibles. En
moyenne, le continent a connu moins d'un coup d'Etat réussi par an entre 2011 et 2020. En réalité,
la décennie 2000 a été caractérisée par une diminution des coups d'Etat par rapport aux décennies
précédentes, avec seulement 22 putschs commis en Afrique. Dans I'année 2010, 16 coups d'Etat
ont été signalés. Ces statistiques sont en baisse par rapport aux décennies précédentes ou les coups
d'Etat étaient plus courants. Cependant, depuis lors, la relative stabilité a été remplacée par ce qui
semble étre une augmentation significative des tentatives de putsch. Ce qui laisse place a la
troisitme vague des coups d’Etat militaires en Afrique entre janvier 2020 et septembre 2023.
Toutefois, les trois dernieres années ont été marquées par une forte augmentation des coups
d’Etat, avec des renversements militaires au Gabon, au Niger, au Burkina Faso, au Soudan, en
Guinée, au Tchad et au Mali. Ces derni¢res tendances suscitent des préoccupations quant a un
retour en arriére par rapport aux avancées vers une plus grande démocratie en Afrique (N'Gani,

2024).

1.1.3. Facteurs politiques, économiques et sociaux qui ont contribué a la fréquence

des coups d’état en Afrique

Jason Hickel, dans son livre “The Divide: A Brief Guide to Global Inequality and Its
Solutions”, traite en effet de la problématique des disparités mondiales et de linfluence de
I'expansion capitaliste, notamment dans le contexte postcolonial. Il met en évidence la fréquence
des coups d’Etat en Afrique postcoloniale qui ont souvent renversé des gouvernements
démocratiquement élus, en particulier lorsque les nouveaux dirigeants étaient en accord avec les
intéréts occidentaux. Hickel dénonce cette dynamique, affirmant qu’elle a joué un réle dans la
perpétuation des inégalités et dans I'empéchement du développement économique et social des
pays concernés. Le livre de Hickel est une analyse approfondie qui remet en cause le récit du
progres et de laide au développement, en mettant en évidence comment la pauvreté et les

inégalités sont souvent le résultat d’un ordre politique et économique mondial déséquilibré (Hickel,
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2017).

Les militaires qui ont mené les récents coups d'Etat invoquent trois erreurs “inexcusables”
commises par les dirigeants renversés pour justifier leurs actions. Il s'agit de la gouvernance
défectueuse et autoritaire, de la corruption inhérente et du népotisme répandu, le tout associé a une
situation économique défavorable et a une dégradation de la sécurité. En effet, au moins I'un de ces

facteurs est fréquemment présent dans les cas de coup d'Etat (ISS Africa, 2023).

L'Afrique a connu un nombre significatif de coups d'Etat militaires entre 1950 et 2023,
reflétant divers facteurs d'instabilité politique et socio-économique, ainsi que linfluence des

puissances étrangeres.

Causes d'instabilité politique et vulnérabilité des structures démocratiques en raison de la
corruption, du népotisme et de I'échec a offrir des services de base, de nombreux gouvernements
africains ont da faire face a un manque de légitimité populaire. En Afrique, les institutions
démocratiques sont souvent vulnérables et inefficaces, ce qui entraine un manque de confiance
dans le processus électoral et les institutions gouvernementales. Les armées ont le pouvoir en

réponse a des crises politiques ou économiques, exacerbant 'instabilité.
1.1.4. Inégalités socio-économiques et frustration populaire

I’Afrique est marquée par de profondes inégalités économiques, avec une richesse
concentrée entre les mains d’une petite élite, tandis que la majorité de la population vit dans la
pauvreté. Le chomage élevé, en particulier chez les jeunes, et la pauvreté généralisée ont souvent

conduit a des frustrations populaires et a des troubles sociaux.

Influence des puissances étrangeres et anciennes métropoles: Les anciennes métropoles
coloniales, ainsi que les puissances étrangeres, ont conservé leur influence en Afrique, souvent en
soutenant des régimes autoritaires ou en intervenant dans les affaires internes des pays afin de
préserver leurs intéréts économiques et stratégiques. La présence de bases militaires étrangeres
dans plusieurs pays africains pose des interrogations quant a la souveraineté nationale et a

Iinfluence étrangere sur la politique intérieure.

Les interventions étrangeres motivées par des intéréts et, ou des rivalités géopolitiques sont
aussi a lorigine d’une grande quantité de coups d’Etat, notamment pendant la Guerre froide.

Méme s’il est difficile de dire qu’elles sont responsables de la vague actuelle de coups d’Etat, il est
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possible que la géopolitique internationale soit un facteur de calcul des auteurs de coups d’Etat
dans certains pays. Grace a ces éléments, ainsi qua d’autres éléments internes et externes, une série
de coups d’Ftat militaires ont eu lieu en Afrique, mettant en évidence la complexité des défis

auxquels le continent est confronté en termes de gouvernance et de développement.
1.2. Lfanalyse des récents coups d’Etat militaires en Afrique

Depuis les débuts de la décolonisation de I'Afrique dans les années 1950 et 1960 de
nombreux pays africains ont été touchés par des coups d’Etat, militaires ou civils. Souvent, ces
événements ont été influencés par des luttes de pouvoir, des rivalités politiques, des tensions
ethniques ou des aspirations idéologiques. 11 y a eu des coups d’Ftat qui ont renversé des
personnalités politiques emblématiques comme Patrice Lumumba au Congo, Thomas Sankara au
Burkina Faso ou Kwame Nkrumah au Ghana. Les chercheurs américains Jonathan M Powell et
Clayton L Thyne ont recueilli des données. Selon le rapport récent, "parmi les 493 tentatives de
coups d'Etat militaires ou coups d'Etat réussis a travers le monde depuis 1950, I'Afrique en compte

le plus grand nombre, avec 221, dont au moins 112 ont été réussis" (Duzor & Williamson, 2023).

En 2021 seulement, six tentatives de coup d’Etat ont été commises en Afrique, dont quatre
ont été réussies. Malgré ces chiffres alarmants, de nombreux Africains se demandent si le
renversement de dirigeants et d’autocrates de longue date par des moyens militaires n’est pas le seul

moyen de renverser leur domination sur le pouvoir.
1.2.1. La démocratie face aux récents coups d’Etat militaire en Afrique

Une série de coups d'Etat a touché I'Afrique, menagant de la ramener aux années 1980 et a
l'ere des régimes militaires. Le Burkina Faso, le Tchad, la Guinée, le Soudan, le Mali, le Niger et le
Gabon ont tous connu des renversements de gouvernements et des remplacements par des
régimes militaires. La prise de pouvoir par les militaires marque la fin d'un cycle, celui de la
tentative de démocratisation par l'élection, et l'entrée dans un nouveau cycle dont l'issue reste

inconnue (Jacquemot, 2023).

Ainsi, Le 26 juillet 2023, le Président Mohamed Bazoum a été renversé par 'armée au
Niger. Le nouveau leader du pays est le général Abdourahamane Tiani. Au Burkina Faso (2022) :
deux coups d’Etat en un an. L’armée a expulsé le président Roch Marc Christian Kaboré le 24
janvier 2022 et le lieutenant-colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba a été élu président en février.

L’armée a a son tour démis Damiba de sa fonction le 30 septembre et le capitaine Ibrahim Traoré a
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été nommé président de transition jusqu’a une élection présidentielle prévue en juillet 2024.

Au Soudan (2021), les dirigeants civils de la transition, qui devaient mener le pays vers la
démocratie apres 30 ans de dictature d’Omar al-Bashir, lui-méme déposé en 2019, ont été chassés
par des soldats sous la direction du général Abdel Fattah al-Burhane le 25 octobre 2021. Au moins
5 000 personnes ont perdu la vie dans le pays depuis le 15 avril 2023 en raison d’une lutte de
pouvoir entre le général Burhane et son ancien adjoint Mohamed Hamdane Daglo (BBC, 2021).
En Guinée (2021), un coup d’Etat militaire a renversé le président Alpha Condé le 5 septembre
2021. Le président est devenu le colonel Mamady Doumbouya le ler octobre. Le gouvernement a

fait la promesse de laisser la place aux élus civils d’ici la fin de 2024.

Mali (2020-2021): Deux attaques en seulement 9 mois. Le 18 aott 2020, 'armée a renversé
le président Ibrahim Boubacar Keita et un gouvernement de transition a été mis en place en
octobre. Cependant, le 24 mai 2021, le président et le Premier ministre ont été arrétés par 'armée.
En juin, le colonel Assimi Goita a été désigné président de transition. La junte a promis de laisser
place aux civils apres les élections de cette année inattendue, au Gabon (30 Aout), donnant
l'impression initialement d'une révolution de palais, apres l'élection contestée d'Ali Bongo, qui a
déja cumulé 56 ans au pouvoir avec son pere. Les trois tentatives échouées en 2021 ont eu lieu au
Nigeria, au Niger et a Madagascar respectivement. Souvent, ces prises de pouvoir non
démocratiques mettent en péril des processus démocratiques en cours et révelent les faiblesses des
institutions juridiques. Le déclin de la démocratie en Afrique, qui s’inscrit dans une tendance
mondiale, est particulicrement inquiétant et met en évidence la disparité entre les aspirations
démocratiques des populations et les pratiques politiques. Et il semble que le phénomene ne soit
pas prét a prendre fin, étant donné la tentative de putsch qui a eu lieu avant le week-end du 18 au

19 mai 2024 en République démocratique du Congo (RDC).

I’Afrique est confrontée a un modecle de gouvernance qui nous a été imposé, un modele
qui a été développé par 'Occident au fil de son histoire, mais qui rencontre des difficultés a

s’adapter a la réalité africaine (Ngango & Cissé, 2023).
1.2.2. L’impact de la montée du sentiment anti-frangais et de 'influence russe

Les pays africains récemment touchés par des coups d'Etat militaires et ou l'on constate
une augmentation du sentiment anti-frangais ainsi que l'influence croissante de la Russie sont le

Mali, la Guinée, le Burkina Faso, le Tchad, le Soudan et le Niger. Ces événements résultent d'une
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lutte d'influence entre 'Occident et la Russie sur le continent africain. Le 26 juillet 2023, apres un
coup d’Ftat au Niger, suivi de manifestations anti-francaises et pro-russes, rappelle une fois de plus
la situation tendue dans laquelle se trouve la France en Afrique de 'Ouest, ce qui peut étre exploité
par la Russie qui cherche a y renforcer son influence. Effectivement, les manifestations sont de
plus en plus favorables a la Russie, ce qui montre une augmentation de I'influence de la Russie en

Afrique, et en particulier en Afrique francophone (Galetoux, 2023).

Le groupe Wagner, li¢ a la Russie, a notamment renforcé sa présence dans des pays tels que
le Mali et la République centrafricaine, et est également présent au Burkina Faso. Il y a souvent des
violations des droits de ’homme et 'objectif est d’obtenir une influence politique et économique,
en particulier par l'exploitation des ressources naturelles. Dans plusieurs anciennes colonies
francaises du Sahel, le sentiment anti-francais s’est répandu, en particulier apres le retrait de
Popération Barkhane au Mali et les manifestations pro-russes qui ont suivi les coups d’Etat. Ce
sentiment est nourri par des discours condamnant le néocolonialisme et parfois des accusations a
Iencontre de 'armée francaise. Dans ces pays, la politique francaise est de plus en plus critiquée et
les coups d’Etat peuvent parfois étre considérés comme une occasion pour les nouveaux dirigeants
de remettre en question I'influence et les interventions de la France. Cela peut entrainer des choix
tels que le retrait des troupes ou la fermeture d’ambassades, ce qui peut a son tour influencer la
perception de la stabilité et de la sécurité dans la région, avec des conséquences potentielles sur les

marchés financiers et les indices boursiers.

1.2.3. Vers une gouvernance démocratique renforcée en Afrique: Au-dela de la

répression des coups d’Etat

Les coups d’Frtat militaires en Afrique ont suscité des réactions condamnatives de la part de
PUnion africaine (UA) et de la Communauté économique des Ftats de IAfrique de I'Ouest
(CEDEAO), de I'Organisation des Nations unies (ONU) qui ont appelé a la restauration de ordre
constitutionnel. Etant donné que les coups d'Etat ont fréquemment perturbé la stabilité politique
en Afrique, mettant en évidence I'importance d'une gouvernance plus solide et d'une démocratie
plus approfondie. Il est impératif que les acteurs africains et internationaux jouent un role essentiel
dans la promotion d'une gouvernance démocratique qui dépasse la simple répression des coups
d'Etat (Diallo, 2020). Comprendre les défis de la gouvernance en Afrique le rapport sur la
gouvernance en Afrique met en lumicre les défis complexes auxquels le continent est confronté,

notamment en termes de leadership transformateur, de constitutionalisme et d’Etat de droit. Ces
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défis sont exacerbés par des pratiques autoritaires et des lacunes dans Papplication des principes
démocratiques. Malgré les obstacles, I'engagement envers la démocratie reste fort en Afrique. Cela
montre que les gens ont une envie profonde de participer activement aux décisions qui influencent
leur quotidien (Gaba, 2000). C’est la preuve d’un désir mondial pour une gouvernance qui soit a la
fois participative et transparente. Pour “démocratiser la démocratie”, il est essentiel de tenir
compte des contextes historiques et structurels uniques aux nations africaines. Cela implique de
repenser notre conception de la démocratie représentative pour qu’elle réponde plus efficacement
aux exigences et espoirs des communautés africaines. La gestion politique et 'expérience de la
démocratie en Afrique sont des sujets qui méritent une attention et une réflexion continues
(Gueye, 2009). 11 est essentiel de saluer les avancées tout en s’attaquant aux problémes qui
subsistent, notamment les tendances autoritaires et la responsabilité historique des nations
colonisatrices. Pour conclure, empécher les coups d’Etat n’est qu’un aspect de la solution. Afin
d’assurer une paix et une stabilité¢ de longue durée, il est crucial de s’attaquer aux causes profondes
des difficultés liées a la gouvernance et a la démocratie sur le continent africain. Cela implique un
engagement soutenu de la part des acteurs locaux et internationaux pour promouvoir le
développement d’institutions démocratiques robustes et encourager un leadership qui prone

inclusion sociale, la justice et le respect des droits humains.
2. Le cas du Gabon: Un exemple du coup d’Etat militaire récent en Afrique

Dans son ouvrage “An Introduction to African Politics”, Alex Thomson étudie les
mécanismes des coups d'Etat en Afrique et les classe en trois catégories principales: Le coup d’Ertat
de protection: C’est la qu’interviennent les militaires dans le but de défendre I'Etat contre ce qu’ils
considérent comme une mauvaise gestion du gouvernement en place. Ils se présentent comme des
sauveteurs, mais fréquemment, leur adoption ne conduit pas a des progres significatifs dans la
gestion économique et politique du pays: Le coup d’Ftat de veto: Cette catégorie consiste en une
action militaire visant a empécher des réformes ou des politiques particulieres qui sont en conflit
avec les intéréts des militaires ou d’une élite. Le coup d'Etat de rupture: L'objectif du coup d'Etat
ici est de rompre entiecrement avec l'ordre établi et de mettre en place de nouvelles structures de
gouvernance en riptire (Thomson, 2004). Le Gabon est le cas de la premicre catégorie, ou les
militaires justifient leur coup d'Etat par la nécessité de sauver I'Etat. Clest une situation assez
fréquente dans l'histoire politique africaine, ou les promesses de transformation et d'amélioration

ne se concrétisent pas toujours apres les coups d'Etat. Cela pose des interrogations cruciales quant
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a la légitimité et a l'efficacité de telles interventions dans la gouvernance des Etats.
2.1. Contexte historique et politique du Gabon depuis son indépendance

Situé sur la cote ouest de I'Afrique centrale, le Gabon a une histoire politique pleine de
richesse et de complexité depuis son indépendance de la France le 17 aott 1960. Des la période
coloniale, la France exerce une influence culturelle, politique et militaire importante sur le Gabon.
Libreville est la capitale de la région dont l'existence remonte a I'époque coloniale. La base francaise
du Camp de Gaulle, a proximité de l'aéroport, peut étre considérée comme un acteur de la
politique du Gabon. Cette base militaire a été utilisée par la France comme un centre régional pour
les opérations de maintien de la paix et les conflits internes au Gabon. Cependant, il est important
de noter que, le coup d'Ftat de 1964 au Gabon est un événement historique dans I'histoire des
relations franco-gabonaises. Effectivement, le 17 février 1964, des soldats gabonais ont essayé¢ de
renverser le Président Léon Mba, mais l'armée francaise a rapidement réussi a rétablir Mba au
pouvoir. Un accord conclu entre les deux pays lors de l'indépendance du Gabon justifiait cette

intervention, ouvrant la voie a l'intervention de la France en cas de crise.

Léon Mba, appuyé par la France, a continué a faire preuve d'une politique pro-francaise et
a été remplacé par Albert-Bernard Bongo, plus connu sous le nom d'Omar Bongo Ondimba, qui a
pris le pouvoir apres la mort de Mba en 1967. La France a soutenu Omar Bongo et il est resté au
pouvoir jusqu'a sa mort en 2009, ce qui a amené a la stabilité politique du Gabon durant cette

période.

Toutefois, il convient de souligner que la présence militaire francaise au Gabon a été
récemment mise en doute. En 2023, les effectifs de la base militaire francaise au Gabon ont été
réduits et des propositions ont été faites pour retirer complétement les troupes frangaises du
territoire gabonais. Ces évolutions suggerent une éventuelle évolution des relations de défense
entre la France et le Gabon, témoignant d’une dynamique en constante évolution dans la région. La
relation entre la France et le Gabon demeure complexe, englobant des aspects historiques,

politiques et économiques, et continue de se transformer au fil du temps (Gaulme, 2023).
2.1.1. La dynastie de Bongo et la gouvernance du Gabon

Depuis 1967, la dynastie Bongo a eu une influence considérable sur la gouvernance du
Gabon. Omar Bongo Ondimba, alors arrivé au pouvoir, a dirigé le pays jusqu’a sa mort en 2009,

date a laquelle son fils Ali Bongo Ondimba lui a succédé. Leur regne était marqué par un pouvoir
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non démocratique et des pratiques de gestion des ressources de I'Ftat qui ne profitaient pas a la
majorité du peuple gabonais. Malgré la richesse pétroliere du Gabon, le régime d’Omar Bongo n’a
apporté aucune prospérité économique significative au pays, et le systeme de clientélisme actuel a
permis a la famille Bongo de maintenir son emprise sur le pouvoir. Ali Bongo a tenté de se
distinguer de son pere en ouvrant le Gabon a de nouveaux partenaires internationaux et en
investissant dans les infrastructures, mais les critiques sur la corruption et l'absence de réel
changement parmi les citoyens demeurent. La chute inattendue d'Ali Bongo le 30 aott 2023 a la
suite d'un coup d'Ftat militaire a mis fin a prés de 56 ans de régne de la famille Bongo au Gabon
(Civicus, 2023). La fin du régime a soulevé des questions sur l'avenir politique du Gabon et sur la

possibilité d'une transition vers une gouvernance plus démocratique et transparente.

2.1.2. L’état des institutions politiques de la gouvernance au moment du coup

d’Etat

Avant le coup d’Etat militaire du 30 aoat 2023 au Gabon, les principales institutions
politiques étaient structurées autour du systeme autoritaire et anti-démocratiques hérité depuis
I'indépendance en 1960. Il s’agit entre autres du Président de la République qui est une Figure
centrale du pouvoir administratif, avec un haut degré de centralisation du pouvoir. Le Parti
Démocratique du Gabon (PDG): Ce parti est au pouvoir depuis 1968. Il existait initialement
comme un parti unique et a conservé le controle de la vie politique. Ensuite, le Parlement: Se
compose de deux chambres, I'Assemblée nationale et le Sénat, généralement dominées par le chef
de l'exécutif. Les Conseils régionaux et municipaux: principalement controlés par les PDG,
renforgant le controle des partis sur la gouvernance locale. Les Tribunaux et agences de sécurité
nationale Influencés par le pouvoir exécutif, limitant l'indépendance judiciaire. Ces institutions se
caractérisent par une longue période d’étouffement des forces vives de I'Etat par le pouvoir et par
les aspirations démocratiques qui émergent sous cette forme. Les PDG et la famille Bongo
controlent non seulement la machine électorale et économique, mais aussi le pouvoir de I'Etat et
des médias. Cependant, apres la mort d'Omar Bongo en 2009 et l'arrivée au pouvoir de son fils Ali
Bongo, des tensions ont commencé a surgir au sein du régime, notamment en raison de la gestion

des réseaux de redistribution politique et économique.
2.1.3. Les élections controversées, accusations de fraude et place au coup d’Etat

En avril 2023, le Patlement vote la révision de la Constitution du Gabon et 'adopte. Les
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changements concernent principalement les élections. Le mandat présidentiel passe de sept a cing
ans et le scrutin pour 1'Assemblée nationale passe de majoritaire a deux tours a un seul tour. Par
ailleurs, le nombre de mandats présidentiels est aboli. La fusion des bulletins électoraux est causée
par 'harmonisation des mandats législatifs et exécutifs, ce qui est critiqué comme une brouille de la

séparation des pouvoirs par les critiques.

Puisque Omar Bongo a transformé le pays en un Etat a parti unique et a exercé une
gouvernance autoritaire jusqu’a sa mort en 2009. C’est seulement en 1991 que le multipartisme a
¢été autorisé, apres que le Parti démocratique gabonais de M. Bongo, ironiquement nommé, ait
obtenu son emprise par un mélange de favoritisme et de répression. Le pouvoir de la dynastie a été
maintenu par le fils et successeur de M. Bongo, qui a remporté des élections caractérisées par des
irrégularités en 2009 et 2016. Dans les deux cas, on savait que Bongo n’était pas le vainqueur, mais
son principal adversaire. En 2018, la Constitution a été réécrite a plusieurs reprises afin de
permettre de nouveaux mandats, et les régles et les calendriers électoraux ont été systématiquement

modifiés afin de limiter Popposition (Aivo, 2007).

Cependant, sa nouvelle élection en 2016 a presque échoué: M. Bongo n'a pu prétendre qu'a
une victoire nette grace a des résultats exceptionnels dans sa province natale, ou il aurait obtenu
plus de 95 % des suffrages avec un taux de participation inattendu de 99,9%, alors que le taux de
participation dans le reste du Gabon était de 54 %. La fraude flagrante a provoqué des
manifestations violentes qui ont été encore plus sévérement réprimées. A la suite des
revendications de I'opposition et des observateurs de I'Union européenne (UE), un recomptage des
voix a été réalisé, mais la Cour constitutionnelle, une institution depuis longtemps dans la poche
des Bongos, a refusé aux observateurs I'accés au recomptage et a donné a Bongo une victoire

encore plus confortable.

Le coup d’Etat militaire du 30 aotGt 2023 a été caractérisé par une forte tension apres
I'annonce de la réélection du Président Ali Bongo pour un troisieme mandat. Le Comité pour la
transition et la restauration des institutions (CTRI), composé de militaires, a pris le controle en

affirmant qu’ils souhaitaient mettre un terme au régime en Vigueur.3 Les élections générales du 26

3 Cet événement a eu lieu juste apres 'annonce officielle de la victoire d’Ali Bongo aux élections générales avec 64,27%
des voix. Une annonce militaire a été faite pour éclairer le peuple en ces termes « Nous, forces de défense et de
sécurité, réunies au sein du Comité pour la transition et la restauration des institutions (CTRI), au nom du peuple
gabonais et garant de la protection des institutions, avons décidé de défendre la paix en mettant fin au régime en

place » (le monde Afrique, 2023).
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aout 2023 ont été annulées et les résultats qu’ils ont qualifiés de “tronqués” ont été annulés.

Mike Jocktane, le représentant de la plateforme Alternance 2023, a déclaré qu’Albert Ondo
Ossa avait remporté incontestablement ces élections et a demandé la reprise du processus de
centralisation des résultats de I’élection présidentielle sous la supervision des forces armées.* Cette
tentative de coup d’Ftat a suscité une réaction internationale rapide, avec la Commission de

I’'Union africaine (CUA) qui a condamné fermement cette tentative.

Le chef de la garde républicaine, le général Brice Oligui Nguema, est nommé président de
la Transition et Ali Bongo est placé en résidence surveillée. Afin de légitimer le coup d’Etat, il a fait
référence a l'incapacité de M. Bongo suite a son accident vasculaire cérébral, a sa manipulation de
la Constitution pour tenter de se présenter a un troisieme mandat et a la qualité douteuse de
I’élection. Pour cela, les militaires ont été accueillis chaleureusement par la population. Ils ont fait
une danse dans les rues et ont embrasé les soldats pour célébrer I'événement. Ils ont exprimé leur
gratitude pour leur libération du joug autoritaire sous lequel ils avaient vécu, pour la plupart, toute
leur existence (Gaetan M-antchouwet Via Reuters). Toutefois, il demeure a déterminer si cette
évolution conduira a une véritable transition démocratique. Selon Gilles Yabi, directeur du think
tank Wathi, lannulation dun scrutin frauduleux par un coup d’Ftat ne garantit pas

automatiquement l'instauration d’une démocratie (Bourdillon, 2023).

Une réaction internationale mitigée a été observée, avec certaines parties demandant le
respect des résultats électoraux tout en demandant une transparence accrue. La situation demeure

fluctuante, et les prochains jours seront essentiels pour définir 'avenir politique du Gabon.

2.2. Implications et avenir politique du Gabon: Impacts du coup d’Etat sur la

société gabonaise et les perspectives d’une transition démocratique durable

Le coup d’Etat militaire au Gabon a eu des implications profondes et déterminera I'avenir

politique du pays. Cet exemple illustre les défis et conséquences d’une prise de pouvoir non

# Cependant, Mike Jocktane a déclaré que Albert Ondo Ossa était incontestablement vainqueur des élections générales
du 26 aout 2023. 1l a toutefois rappellé que « L'intérét supérieur de la nation et la défense de ses intéréts fondamentaux
nous commande de reprendre le processus de centralisation des résultats de l'élection présidentielle qui a été
interrompu. Au terme de ce processus qui devrait se poursuivre sous la supervision de nos forces armées, le Professeur
Albert Ondo Ossa verra sa victoite officialisée. La voie que nous indiquons est la voie de la raison et de la sagesse, c'est
la voie de la démocratie et de I'état de droit. C'est la voie qui permettra au Gabon de se reconstruire”, déclare Mike

Jocktane lors du point de presse (Mbardounka, 2023).
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démocratique de plusieurs maniéres. Tout d’abord, le coup d’Etat du 30 aott 2023 a plongé le pays
dans une période d’instabilité politique. Ce type d’événement pose des interrogations quant a la
légitimité des mesures prises en dehors des formes constitutionnelles et peut engendrer une
instabilité politique et démocratique. 1l y a ensuite le défi de mettre en place la démocratie apres
une telle prise de pouvoir. 1l est essentiel que le Gabon surmonte de grandes difficultés afin de
mettre en place un systeme démocratique solide, comme le démontre le dialogue national qui a

nécessité une révolution dans ’équilibre des pouvoirs.

Au terme de cette discussion, un rapport comprenant pres d’un millier de propositions a
été exposé, laissant entendre des modifications importantes dans la structure gouvernementale du
Gabon. On a suggéré de renoncer au systeme exécutif dualiste a la francaise au profit d’un systeme
présidentiel avec un corps législatif garantissant le controle et 'équilibre du pouvoir présidentiel.
Par ailleurs, les membres de 'ancien parti au pouvoir ne pourront pas occuper de postes publics

pendant une période de trois ans.

Toutefois, il y a des inqui¢tudes quant a l'avenir de la démocratie au Gabon. Si le général
Nguema ne réussit pas a stimuler une croissance économique significative ou a nationaliser
I'économie au profit des Gabonais, il pourrait devenir le troisieme dirigeant autoritaire du pays. Il y
a donc un moment crucial dans la situation actuelle, ou les promesses de démocratisation doivent
étre remplacées par des actions concretes afin d'éviter un retour a l'autoritarisme. Les conséquences
géopolitiques de ce coup d'Ftat sont également remarquables. Il a posé des interrogations
concernant la diminution de la démocratie en Afrique et pourrait avoir un impact sur les relations
entre le Gabon et ses partenaires internationaux, en particulier la France. La facon dont le Gabon
évoluera pendant cette période de transition et les choix effectués par la junte militaire auront une

influence durable sur la stabilité politique et le développement du pays.

Pour résumer, le coup d'Etat militaire au Gabon a permis d'envisager des modifications
éventuelles dans la gouvernance du pays. Le processus de transition vers la démocratie est en
cours, mais il est fragile et demande une surveillance et un soutien internationaux afin d'assurer que

le Gabon progresse vers un avenir plus démocratique et prospere.
Conclusion
En somme, "Afrique a été le théatre d’une série de coups d’Etat militaires qui ont secoué la

stabilité politique de plusieurs pays du continent. Ces événements refletent souvent des tensions
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profondes et des insatisfactions a ’égard des gouvernements en place, ainsi qu’une lutte d’influence
géopolitique entre puissances mondiales. Les récentes tentatives de coups d’Ftat en République
démocratique du Congo (19 mai 2024) et au Togo, ainsi que les sept coups d’Etat militaires
survenus au cours des trois derniéres années, en particulier au Gabon, témoignent de la fragilité des
institutions démocratiques et de la nécessité d’une réforme politique et sociale approfondie. Ces
résultats sont étroitement liés a la problématique initiale, ce qui permet d’avoir une nouvelle vision
des mécanismes qui sous-tendent les évolutions du pouvoir sur le continent. Cette étude a un
impact important sur la recherche, car elle offre une base empirique pour appréhender les coups
d’Etat militaires, tout en mettant en évidence I'importance de la stabilité politique pour le
développement économique et social. Pour I'avenir, il est primordial de continuer a explorer ce
sujet. Les recherches a venir pourraient se focaliser sur une étude comparative des coups d’Etat
dans divers pays africains afin de mieux comprendre les tendances continentales. Bien entendu,
tout le monde suit attentivement ce qui se déroule et si un coup d'Ftat est réussi dans un pays, cela
peut inciter des militaires a étre engagés dans un autre pays. Néanmoins, il est important de rester
vigilant envers la théorie de la contagion, car chaque pays a sa propre histoire. Le Gabon n'est pas
le Niger, qui lui-méme n'est pas le Mali. Chaque coup d'Etat a eu des ressorts trés distincts. Au
Gabon, on a mis un terme a une dynastie de 55 ans, au Niger, des militaires installés au cceur du
pouvoir et mécontents des orientations prises par le pouvoir civil et, ou de leur marginalisation, ont
pris le pouvoir, tandis que au Mali, le premier coup d'Etat a renversé le président Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita (IBK), qui était dans une impasse sociale, politique et sécuritaire avec une forte
menace terroriste. Cependant, on observe un certain recul en Afrique de 'Ouest, du moins une
fragilisation du processus démocratique, inévitablement balbutiant, mis en place dans les années
1990 et illustré par les textes de la CDEAO qui établit des principes démocratiques trés explicites
et punit les régimes putschistes, tandis qu'en Afrique centrale, avec le Tchad, la Guinée équatoriale,
le Cameroun, la République démocratique du Congo, le Gabon, il n'y a presque jamais eu
d'expérience réellement démocratique. De cette maniere, cet article ne se limite pas a contribuer a
la connaissance actuelle, mais constitue également un moyen de mieux comprendre les défis

politiques en Afrique.
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Ozet

Demokratik gerileme kavrami, 2010’lu yillardan itibaren siyaset bilimi
disiplininde giderek tartismali bir konu haline gelmistir. Bu calisma,
1990’ yillarin basindan itibaren genis c¢aplt demokratik, hukuki ve
ekonomik reformlara sahne olan, Sahraalt Afrika’ya ve bolgenin
demokrasi tarihi icin miistesna bir yer tuttugu diisiinillen Burkina Faso’ya
odaklanmaktadir. Calismanin temel amact, Burkina Faso ve Sahraalt
Afrika’da  hizla artan demokratik gerileme olgusunun sebeplerini
aragtirmaktir. Niceliksel ve niteliksel veriler 1siginda kurgulanan bu
calismada; niceliksel yontem olarak demokrasi, ekonomi ve yonetisim
endekslerinden olugan cesitli korelasyonlar ile siyasi katilim ve se¢imlere
iliskin yapilmis olan anket calismalarindan faydalanilmustir. Niteliksel
yontem olarak ise, Burkina Faso’nun demokrasi seriiveni, tatihsel siireg
icerisinde ele alinarak devlet mekanizmasinin ve kamuoyunun genel
yaklasimina dair bir sonu¢ ortaya konmus devlet, ordu ve kamuoyuyla
demokrasi arasindaki iliski, ampirik incelemelerden ¢tkan sonuglar
cercevesinde ele alinarak demokratik gerilemenin nedenlerine iliskin
analitk bir ¢6zimleme yapilmustir. Sonug olarak, Sahraaltt Afrika’daki
demokratik gerilemenin bir takim igsel ve digsal dinamiklere baglt olarak
gelistigi, bolgedeki egitim seviyesi yikseltiimeden, bélgesel giivenligi
saglamak adina ulusal ve uluslararasi aktorler kararh bir bicimde mobilize
edilmeden ve gelir adaletsizlifi strdirilebilit bir esige tasinmadan

bélgedeki trendin tersine dénmesi miimkin olmadig disintlmektedir.
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The democratic backsliding has become a controversial topic in the
political science since the 2010s. This study focuses on sub-Saharan

Africa, which has witnessed large-scale democratic, legal and
Accepted:

economic reforms since the eatly 1990s and Burkina Faso, which is
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considered to hold an exceptional place in Aftrica’s democracy history.
The main objective of the study is to analyze the democratic
backsliding’s causes in the region. This study designed based on
quantitative and qualitative data. For quantitative methodology,
various correlations consisting of democracy, economy and
governance indices and sutrveys regarding political participation, and
elections were utilized. As a qualitative method, Burkina Faso’s
democratic adventure was analyzed, and a conclusion was drawn on
the general approach of the state and people. Based on the findings of
empirical studies on the relationship between the state, military, public
and democracy, an analytical assessment of the causes of democratic
backsliding was made. Consequently, the democratic backsliding in
sub-Saharan Africa developed due to a number of internal and

Keywords: Democratic external dynamics, and the trend in the region cannot be reversed

Backsliding, Sub-Saharan unless the education level is raised, national and international actors
Africa, West Africa, Sahel, are decisively mobilized to ensure regional security, and income
Burkina Faso. inequality is brought to a sustainable threshold.
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Girig

Demokrasi, bireyin toplumdaki yerini kendi iradesiyle belitlemek amaciyla iktidar tizerinde
s6z sahibi oldugu béylece siyasi alanda kendine 6zgh egilimler ve kimliklerle var olabildigi
Ozglrlestirici bir yonetim seklidir (Karpat, 2010: 9). Karpat’in bu tanimindan hareketle demokrasi,
topluma ve hiikimete karst bireyin kendi 6zgurligint korumayr miimkiin kian bir rejim olarak
ifade edilebilir. Bu rejimin mevcudiyeti hususunda, Robert Dahl (1998: 38) bazt kistaslar 6ne
surmektedir. Yazara gore demokratik bir rejimden s6z edilebilmesi i¢in; esit oy hakki, siyasi esitlik,
adil ve sik secimler, ifade 6zgurlugl, siyasi kararlar tizerinde s6z sahibi olma, bilgi edinebilme,
Ozgur sivil toplum ve alternatif bilgi kaynaklarinin varhgr kosullarinin  saglanmis olmast
gerekmektedir. Mezktr kogullar iktidar sahipleri tarafindan saglanmali ve sivil toplum tarafindan
korunmalidir. Bu durum, demokrasinin taraflar arasinda salt bir arzuyla olusamayacagini, strekli

denetlenmesi ve kontrol edilmesi gereken olduk¢a mesakkatli bir rejim oldugunu géstermektedir.

19807Li yillarda baslayan ve Soguk Savasin ardindan hem icsel hem de digsal
motivasyonlarla buytk bir ivme kazanan demokratiklesme trendi, 2010’lu yillardan itibaren
zayiflamaya baslamistir. Liberal demokrasilerin otoriter rejimler lehine asinmasi, hem siyasi
yasamda hem de akademik yazinda demokratik gerileme olgusunu tartismaya agmistir. Waldner ve
Lust (2018: 6) bu olguyu, demokratik rejimde yer alan demokratik yonetisim niteliklerinin
bozulmast ve demokrasinin kalitesinin dismesi olarak tanimlamaktadir. Hyde (2020: 1193),
demokratik gerilemeyi otokratiklesmeye dogru giden bir rejim degisimi olarak nitelendirmekte,
demokratik gerilemede siyasi giiciin halk tarafindan kullanilmasinin kisitlanarak iktidarin daha
baskict ve keyfi bir hale getirildigini One siirmektedir. Cassani ve Tominini (2018: 530) ise
demokratik gerileme strecinin segimlerde rekabetin ve siyasi katiimin kisitlanmasiyla kristalize
oldugunu belirtmektedir. Stire¢ boyunca, iktidarin bariscil gecisi, 6zgiir ve adil segimler gibi
demokratik kurumlarin bilingli olarak zayiflatilmasi, demokrasilerin 6zini olusturan bireysel
haklarin, bilhassa ifade Ozgurliigintin ihlal edilmesi seklinde tanimlamaktadir. Uluslararast
Demokrasi ve Se¢im Yardimi Enstitiisi (IDEA) tarafindan yaymmlanan Demokrasinin Kiiresel
Durumu 2021 adli raporda (IDEA, 2021: 2), demokrasinin giinimiiz diinyasinin en popiiler rejimi
oldugunu fakat giderek zemin kaybettigini, 2010’Iu yillardan bu yana hukiimetlerin tedricen
otoriterlestigini ve gintmuzde hibrit rejimlerin biytk bir hizla yikseldigini saptamustir. Boes,
Lindberg ve Luhrmann’mn yaptigt calismada (2021:5)  (Grafik 1), 2010 yiindan bu yana

otoriterlesen tlkelerin demokratiklesen tlkelerden ¢ok daha fazla oldugu tespit edilmistir. Benzer
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bicimde, 2024 yilt verilerine gore hazirlanan Bertelsmann Dontsim Endeksi (BTT) tarafindan da

demokrasilerin ve demokratik yonetisimlerin hizla erozyona ugradigi sonucuna varilmustir.
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Grafik 1. Sahralti Afrika Demokratik ve Otokratik Rejimler 1990-2020 Yillart Arast Degisim
(Boese vd., 2021).

Sahraalt1 Afrika ve Burkina Faso’daki demokratik gerilemeyi inceleyen bu ¢alisma, 1990’1
yillarin bagindan itibaren genis demokratik reformlara sahne olan Sahraaltt Afrika’da yakin
zamanda misahede edilen demokratik gerilemenin kaynagi, bu strecte demokratik degerlerin ve
pratiklerin ne Ol¢iide asindigt problematigi ¢ercevesinde olusturulmustur. Bu kapsamda asagida
Onerilen u¢ hipotez test edilmistir: (i) Sahraalti Afrika’da, kiiresel konjonktiire paralel olarak
2010’lu yillardan itibaren demokratik gerileme yasanmaktadir. (i) Burkina Faso’nun kisith
demokrasi deneyimi, dusiik sosyoekonomik diizey ve egitim seviyesi, tilkede kamuoyu olusmasina
izin vermemistir. Ulke, icsel ve digsal faktérlerin etkisinde demokratik gerileme trendine girmistir.
(i) Burkina Faso’da gerceklesen askeri darbe neticesinde Ibrahim Traoré’nin karizmatik bir lider
olarak ortaya c¢ikist bolgedeki demokrasileri olumsuz anlamda etkileyerek demokratik gerilemenin

yayihm etkisini tetiklemistir.

Siralanan hipotezleri test etmek ve problematige cevap verebilmek adina ¢alisma boyunca
ampirik verilerden yararlanilarak analitik bir metot izlenmistir. Bu baglamda; BTT Atlas tarafindan
niteliksel ve niceliksel yontemlerle belirlenen demokrasi, ekonomi ve yonetisim endekslerinin
birbirleriyle korelasyonu incelenmistir. Endeksler, boyutlar, kriterler ve gostergelerden olusan

dortli yap: anket c¢alismalart c¢ercevesinde sekillendirilerek 1-10 arast puantaj sistemine
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oturtulmustur. Calismada, BTT Index tarafindan gerceklestirilen demokrasi endeksi ve demokrasi-
otokrasi korelasyonundan faydalandmistir. Calisma, Afrobarometer, V-Dem (Varieties of
Democracy), IDEA, Freedom House gibi anket ¢alismalarindan elde edilmis olan sonuglarla
desteklenmis ve tlkenin demokrasi bilinci, demokratik gelisimi ve demokratik gerilemesine iliskin

streclerin kamuoyuna yansimalart ele alinmuistir.

Niteliksel yontem olarak, Burkina Faso’nun demokrasi sertiveni, tarihsel siireg igerisinde
analiz edilerek devlet mekanizmasinin ve kamuoyunun genel yaklasimina dair bir sonug ortaya
koyulmustur. Devlet, ordu ve kamuoyuyla demokrasi arasindaki iligki, ampirik incelemelerden
ctkan sonuglar ¢ercevesinde ele alinarak demokratik gerilemenin nedenlerine iliskin analitik bir

¢oziimleme yapimistir.

Bu baglamda t¢ ana bashkta kurgulanan calismanin giris boliminde, demokratik
gerilemeye iliskin literatiirde yer alan farkli tanimlamalar ve farkli yaklasimlar ele alinarak
arastirmanin temel baglamint olusturan demokratik gerileme olgusuna iliskin genel bir cerceve
cizilmistir. “Sahraaltt  Afrika’”da  Demokratik  Gerileme” baghiginda, Sahraaltt  Afrika’da
demokrasinin gelisimine zemin hazirlayan faktorler incelenmis ve bolgede son 15 yildir
gbzlemlenen demokratik gerilemenin sebepleri, ampirik veriler 1siginda ortaya koyulmustur. Son
olarak, “Sahraalti Afrika’da Demokratik Gerileme Vaka Calismasi: Burkina Faso” basliginda ise
Burkina Faso’nun kurulusundan bugiine kadar tecriibe ettigi demokrasi seriiveninin genel bir
portresi ¢izilmis, Sahraalti Afrika’da miisahede edilen demokratik gerilemenin Burkina Faso’ya ne
Olctide etki ettigi tartislmustir. Bu cercevede, 2022 yilinda Traoré onderliginde gerceklestirilen
askeri darbe baslangi¢ noktast kabul edilerek 2020 ve 2024 yillar1 arasinda Burkina Faso halkinin
ve kurumlarinin cesitli igsel ve dissal faktorlerin etkisiyle demokrasiye olan inancinin ne 6lgtude

asindig ve ilkede demokratik gerilemenin yasanip yasanmadigs tartistlmustir.
1. Sahraalt1 Afrika’da Demokratik Gerileme

Huntington’in tgiinci demokrasi dalgast tanimlamast kapsaminda incelenen Afrika’daki
demokratiklesme hareketleri Soguk Savas’in sona ermesiyle birlikte buytk bir ivme kazanmis,
demokratiklesme arzusu, kitadaki bircok tlkede siyasi ve hukuki reformlarin baslamasina olanak
tanimustir. Sahraaltt Afrika tlkelerinde gerceklesen siyasi reform siireglerinin ortak noktasi, ¢ok
partili yasama gecilmesi ve anayasal olarak yuritme erkine siire sinir1 getirilmesiyle kristalize

olmustur (Posner ve Young, 2007: 133). Liberal Demokrasi Endeksi (V-Dem) tarafindan,
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secimlerde adil rekabetin ne 6l¢tide saglandigy, yiritme erkinin sinirlandirilmasi, ifade 6zgtrliga
gibi anayasal ve sivil haklar gercevesinde olusturulan 1980-2020 yillarini kapsayan Demokrasi
Endeksi, Sahraalti Afrika’nin 1990 yiindan itibaren kendi i¢ dinamikleri baglaminda 6nemli bir
kirllma yasadigini gostermektedir (Grafik 2).
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Grafik 2. Karsilastirmali Perspektifte Sahraaltt Afrika’da Demokratiklesme Trendi
(V- dem, Liberal Democracy Index, 2022).

2010’u ydlarin ortalarindan itibaren artan giivenlik endiseleri, ekonomik yapida meydana
gelen bozulmalar, dizensiz go¢ ve Kovid-19 pandemisi dinya genelinde demokratik rejimleri
asindirmaya baglamustir. V-Dem tarafindan hazirlanan grafikte 2010’lu yillarin ortalarindan itibaren
bir sapma oldugu acikca gorilmektedir. Buna ek olarak V-Dem (2021) tarafindan hazirlanan ve
1980-2020 yillar1 arasinda Sahraaltt Afrika’daki olumlu ve olumsuz gelismeleri ortaya koyan
calismada, 1980-2010 yillar1 arasini kapsayan donemde olumlu siyasi degisimlerin olumsuz
degisimlere kiyasla daha fazla oldugu goriilmektedir. S6z konusu trend ilk defa 2010-2020 yillar

arasinda kirtlmis ve olumsuz degisimlerin orani, olumlu degisimlerin oranini ge¢mistir (Tablo 1).

Yilik Degisim 1980-1989 1990-1999 2000-2009 2010-2020
Pozitif 34.67 55.09 4291 42.08
Nitr 50.22 22.67 26.67 11.55
Negatif 15.11 22.24 30.42 46.37

Tablo 1. Afrika Kitast V-Dem Liberal Demokrasi Puani Yillik Ytizdesel Degisimi (V-Dem, 2022).
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Sahraalti Afrika’da musahede edilen i¢ faktorlere baglt demokratik sapma dort alt baslikta
degerlendirilebilir. 11k olarak, bolgedeki demokrasi kurumu, zayif temeller tizerine insa edilmis ve
kirdgandir. Dekolonizasyon sureciyle baslayan bagimsizlik arayisinin ardindan, hemen hemen
hicbir Sahraaltt Afrika tGlkesi gercek bir demokrasi deneyimini yasayamamis, bagimsizligin
ardindan ortaya ctkan otoriter kurtarici siyasi figirler iktidart ele gegirerek siyasi elitler yaratmustir.
Uzun yillar stren militarist rejimlerin kitada koék salmasi, otoriter pratiklerin siyasi alanda

pekistirilmesine neden olmustur.

Bolgedeki demokratik rejimlerin gelismesinin ve ilerlemesinin 6niindeki ikinci engel ise
otoriter kiltirin mevcudiyetidir. Sahraaltt Afrika’nin otoriter kalturt, bolgenin tarihsel siireci ve
zayif sivil toplum ile ilintilidir. Bélgenin iklim kosullart ve cografi zorluklari 15. ytzyila kadar
bélgenin dunya ile entegrasyonunu engellemistir. Sahra’ya yakin olan bélgenin tarima elverissiz
olmasi, tarimsal Uretime diinyanin geri kalanindan daha geg bir tarihte gecilmesine neden olmustur
(Erdogan, 2020: 103). Bolgede, evcillestirilmis at ve deve gibi binek hayvanlarin olmamasi
Sahra’nin asilmasint engelleyerek bélgede ticaretin, dolayistyla, kultiirel etkilesimin yayilmasint
geciktirmistit  (Erdogan ve Acaravei, 2021: 70). Ticaret ve tarimdan kaynaklanan sermaye
birikiminin olmamast kabile liderlerinin iktidarlarini dengeleyebilecek gii¢ unsurlarinin olusmasini
imkansiz kilmistir. Bu durum bolgedeki otoriter kiltiirii perginlemistir. Kolonyal dénem ve
sonrasinda bolgede yeni bir iktisadi yapinin ve hayatin tesis edilmesi, koloni ilkeleriyle birlikte
buharli makinalar ve motorlarin bolgeye gelmesi, teknik bilgiye haiz iscileri gerekli kilmistir
(Comak vd., 2017: 10). Egitim ve bilhassa yliksek6grenimin bolgeye gelmesiyle birlikte ancak 20.

yuzyilin baslarinda sivil toplum olusmaya baslamistir.

Zayif sivil toplum, bolge demokrasilerinin stirdurtlebilirligini olumsuz yonde etkilemekte,
vatandaslik bagini gevsetmekte bu baglamda devlet—vatandas arasindaki hesap verilebilirlik
mekanizmasinin tesisini glclestirmektedir (Brass, 2016: 9). Sahraaltt Afrika’da sivil toplumun
ekonomik kalkinma cercevesinde sekillendigini, bu cihetiyle de devlet ve sivil toplum Orgitleri
arasinda organik bir bag oldugunu o6ne stirmekte sivil topluma yon verecek olan orgitlerin
ekonomik fayda icin statikoyu koruma egiliminde oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Lynch ve
VonDoepp (2020: 8) Sahraalti Afrika’daki sivil toplum kuruluslarini devletin ortags haline gelen

sosyolojik bir simbiyoz olarak nitelemektedir.

Son olarak, yetersiz devlet kapasitesi ve zayif gomuli Ozerklik, yasanan demokratik

gerilemenin en Onemli sebeplerinden birisi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Sahraaltt Afrika
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tlkelerinin fiziki ve beseri sermayelerinin olduk¢a disik seviyelerde olmasi hitkiimetlerin vergi
toplama kapasitesini dogrudan etkilemektedir. Devletin vergi toplayamamast, devletin sunmakla
yukiimld oldugu temel hizmetleri vatandaslarina sunamamasina neden olmakta bu durum vergiye
mukabil temsiliyet mekanizmasinin saglikli bir bicimde islemesini engelleyerek halihazirda zayif
olan vatandashk bagini daha da agindirmaktadir. Ulkeler, toplum sézlesmesiyle saglayamadiklart
icsel mesruiyetlerini yaygin siddet kullanimi ve dis yardimlar yoluyla telafi etmeye calismaktadir.
Prichard’in (2015:8) ifade ettigi gibi, tilkeler icin verilen kalkinma yardimlari hiikiimetler tarafindan
iktidarlarint saglamlastirmak ve giiclendirmek maksadiyla kullanilmakta bu durum da hesap

verilebilirlik mekanizmasinin islemesini imkansiz kilmaktadir.

Yukarida zikredilen i¢ dinamiklere ek olarak Sahraalti Afrika’nin demokrasi sertiveni dis
etkenlere de olduk¢a duyarhidir. 1990°lt yillardan itibaren gelisme gosteren demokrasilerin ortak
noktast, Batilt devletlerden temin edilen finansmanlardir. Uluslararast Para Fonu (IMF) ve Dunya
Bankasi tarafindan, s6z konusu finansmanlarin saglanmasinin 6nkosulu olarak birtakim yapisal
reformlarin hayata gecirilmesi talep edilmis; reformlarin uygulanist periyodik olarak denetlenmistir
(Grafik 3). Ne var ki Batili devletlerin, Sahraaltt Afrika’nin ekonomik ve siyasi yapisina yonelik
tahayytlleri istenilen sonucu vermemis ve kisa Omdurli iyilesme strecinin ardindan
demokratiklesme hareketleri sekteye ugramustir. Yapilan ampirik ¢alismalarda, finansal kuruluslarin
sagladigt kredilerin ve dogrudan kalkinma yardimlarinin Sahraaltt Afrika’nin ekonomik gelisimine
ve sosyal kalkinmasina herhangi bir katki saglamadigr aksine, uzun vadede ekonomik gostergeleri
buytk 6lciide bozdugu saptanmustir (Easterly, 2005: 4). Stone (2004: 580-585), Batilt devletlerin ve
zikredilen finansal kuruluslarin, Sahraaltt Afrika tlkelerinde liberal demokrasilerin tesisi igin post
kolonyalist bir tutum benimsemesinin ekonomik ve sosyal yapinin yeteri kadar analiz
edilememesine sebebiyet verdigini belirtmekte ve bu durumun ekonomik bozulmalarin temel
nedeni oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Siyasi istikrart saglamak adina ekonomik istikrarin neoliberal
politikalar ¢ercevesinde sekillendirilmis olmasi, Sahraalti Afrika tlkelerinde liberal demokrasilere
benzeme trendini de beraberinde getirmistir (Muuka, 1997: 670-682). Bu baglam icinde 1990’lt
yillardan itibaren bolgedeki hemen hemen her tlkenin nigin ¢ok partili sisteme ve liberal bir

iktisadi gorintiime buriindtgl anlasimaktadir.
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Grafik 3. Sahraalti Afrika’ya Yonelik Dogrudan Yabanci Yatirimlarin Toplam Tutart (milyar USD)
ve GSYH’ye orani (1980 — 2020) (Macrotrends, 2024).

Dis etkenlerin 1990-2010 dénemi boyunca bélge demokrasilerinin gelismesine olumlu
katkida bulundugu soéylenebilir, nitekim V-DEM tarafindan yapilan ¢alismalar bu argtimani
kanitlamaktadir. 2010 yilindan itibaren ise, artan kiiresel glivenlik endiseleri ve dunya finansal
sisteminde yaganan konjonktiirel doniistimler, Batili devletlerin tavsiyesi lizerine insa edilen liberal

demokrasilerin giderek otoriter rejimlere evrilmesine neden olmustur. (Tablo1).

2001 yilinda Amerika Birlesik Devletleri (ABD) tarafindan “Terore karst savas”
doktrininin ilaniyla baslayan siireg, uluslararast arenada biytik bir paradigma degisiminin 6niini
agmustir. Artan givenlik odaklt politikalar kisa stirede Sahraaltt Afrika’ya da sirayet etmis; bolgenin
uluslararasi finansmana erisimi buytk Olctide kisitlanmistir. 2008 yilinda yasanan finansal krizle
birlikte kiiresel piyasalar daralmis, tlkeler krizin etkilerini asgari seviyede tutabilmek adina ulusal
politikalara 6nem vermeye baslamis ve bu durum diinya genelinde emtia fiyatlart dramatik bir
bicimde artmustir (Allen ve Giovannetti, 2011: 13-18). 2011 yilinda Arap Bahart’yla baslayan stireg,
Sahraalti Afrika Glkelerindeki kamuoyunda demokratik talepleri tesvik etmistir. Ancak ne var ki
2013 yilinda ISID ve El-Kaide’nin Sahel Bélgesi’nde konuslanmaya baslamasi ve etki alanint hizla
genisletmesi bolgede hala devam etmekte olan buyiik bir guvenlik krizine zemin hazirlamustir.
Mezkar givenlik krizinin ¢ézilememis olmast bolgedeki otoriter yonetimleri gliclendirmektedir.
Hiuktimetler ve bolge halklari, Batili devletlerin yasanan krizler sebebiyle kendilerine yardim

etmedigini 6ne sirmekte; bu durum Bati’dan kopusu hizlandirmustir. Sahraaltt Afrika’nin, Pan-
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Afrika ideolojisi cercevesinde kendi icine yonelmesi, Batt haricinde yeni ittifaklar kurabilmesini
mumkin kilmustir. Afrika’nin Bat’dan kopusuyla birlikte basta Cin ve Rusya olmak tizere, Turkiye,
Hindistan ve Iran bolgenin ekonomik, siyasi ve sosyal doniisiimiinde biiyiik bir etki yaratmaya
baslamistir. Batidan kopus ayni zamanda liberal demokrasilerin tek alternatif olmadigi inancini da

bélge siyasi elitleri ve halk nezdinde guiglendirmistir.

Bolgedeki demokratik gerilemeye iliskin olarak siklikla g6z ardi edilen bir diger
onemli etken ise kiresel iklim krizidir. Sahraaltt Afrika, iklim krizine karst en savunmasiz
bélgelerden biridir. 2023 yiinda Norve¢ Milteci Konseyi (NRC, 2023) tarafindan yayimlanan
raporda, yalnizca 2022 yiinda 7.5 milyon kisi iklim sebebiyle yerinden edildigi belirtilmektedir
(Grafik 4). Artan go¢ dalgalari, tlkelerin demografik yapisint dontistirmekte ve halihazirda bélge

icin bir tehdit unsuru olan etnik catigmalart da alevlendirmektedir.
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Grafik 4. 2013-2022 Yillar1 Arasinda Sahraaltt Afrika’da Yerinden Edilmis Kisiler (NRC, 2023).

Tim bu faktorler dikkate alindiginda Sahraaltt Afrika’da, 2010’lu yillarin ortalarindan
itibaren demokratik gerilemenin yasandigt gozlemlenmektedir. V-Dem tarafindan hazirlanan
ortalama ve yillik degisimi inceleyen grafikte, 2010’lu yillardan itibaren dists yasandigi ve uzun
yillar sonra ortalama degisimin altina inildigi gorilmektedir (Grafik 5). Her ne kadar Sahraalt
Afrika tlkelerinin demokratik degisimlerinde genel egilim ortalamanin altina inmis olsa da 2010-
2020 donemine tekabil eden Arap Bahart bolge demokrasileri tizerinde kisitht bir etki yaratarak
grafikteki dalgalanmanin nedenini olusturmaktadir. Arap Bahar’nin ardindan, Basta Burkina Faso,
Moritanya, Nijerya, Gabon ve Uganda olmak tzere Sahraalti Afrika ilkelerinde hikimetler
aleyhine cok sayida gosteri diizenlenmistir. Afrika Stratejik Arastirmalar Merkezi’nin (ACSS)
yaptigi calismada, demokratik haklarin kullanimmin kisa strede artis gosterdigi saptanmugtir
(ACSS, 2011: 8). Sahraaltt Afrika tlkelerinin kirilgan yapist ve artan protestolarla birlikte

yonetisimde yasanmaya baslayan acikliklar, devlet dist aktOrlerin Sahel ve Sahraaltt Afrika’da
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giderek daha da ¢ok ntfuz kazanmasma yol a¢gmis bunun neticesinde de devletler otoriter
uygulamalarini artirmistir (Danjibo, 2013: 16-34). Bu anlamda, Arap Bahar’nin Sahraaltt Afrika
demokrasileri tzerinde olumsuz bir etkisi oldugu séylenebilir nitekim yapilan Sl¢timler de bunu

kanttlamaktadir.

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
Year

Grafik 5. Afrika Demokrasilerinde Yillik Ortalama Degisim (V-Dem, 2022).
2. Sahraalt1 Afrika’da Demokratik Gerileme Vaka Calismas1: Burkina Faso
2.1. Burkina Faso’nun Demokrasi Seriiveni

Sahraalt1 Afrika’daki demokratik gerileme trendinin en dramatik 6rnekleri Orta Afrika ve
Bati Afrika alt bolgesinde gozlemlenmektedir. 2020 yilindan bu yana bolgede besi basarili olmak
lizere toplam sekiz ilkede darbe girisimi gerceklestirilmis; Mali, Burkina Faso, Nijer, Gine ve
Gabon’da askeri rejimler iktidara gelmistir (Reuters, 2023). Bolgede yasanan darbeler temelde
birbirleriyle benzer niteliklerde olup benzer popiilist sOylemlere sahiptir. Askeri cuntalar
miudahalelerini, artan yolsuzluk, ekonomik krizler, yoksulluk, hikiimetlerin tlkedeki i¢ ve dis
glivenligi saglayamamasinin yani sira Bat1 karsithigr séylemleri cercevesinde sekillendirmis ve halk
tarafindan desteklenmistir. S6z konusu soéylem, askeri mudahaleler ve demokrasi arayist
gercevesinde, Nijer ve Gabon’daki askeri darbelere ilham kaynagi olan Burkina Faso’daki

demokratik gerileme incelenecektir.

5 Agustos 1960 tarihinde Yukart Volta adiyla bagimsizligint ilan eden ilke aktif bir

dekolonizasyon miicadelesi vermemis, Fransa ile yapilan anlagma cercevesinde bagimsizligini
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kazanmistir. Ulkenin ilk cumhurbaskani olarak Fransiz sémiirge idaresinde gesitli memuriyetlerde
bulunan Maurice Yaméogo, ulusal meclis tarafindan secilmistir (Country Review, 2016). Yaméogo
kisa stire igerisinde tim siyasi partileri kapatmis, sol tandansht Orgiitleri ve muhalifleri saf dist
birakarak kendi tek adam rejimini tesis etmistir. Fransa’nin yonlendirmesi neticesinde, 1965 yilinda
tlkede ilk defa secimler tertip edilmis ve Yaméogo, oylarin tamamini alarak tekrar cumhurbaskani
secilmistir (Nohlen vd., 1999: 123-152). Altt yulik iktidarinin ardindan, muhalefetin gayri mesru
yollarla bastirilmasi, ekonomik vaatlerin yerine getirilmemesi, artan yolsuzluk, gelir adaletsizligi ve
yoksulluk sebebiyle Yaméogo rejimine karst genis ¢aplt protestolar diizenlenmeye baslamis ve
nihayetinde donemin Genel Kurmay Baskan: Sangoulé Lamizana, askeri darbeyle yonetime el
koymustur. (Koussoube vd., 2014: 12). Lamizana déneminde tilkenin ekonomik ve sosyal yapisini
degistirmeye matuf herhangi bir eyleme girisilmemis dénemin dis politikast ve ekonomi politikast
Misliman tlkelerle gelistirilen iliskilerle karakterize olmustur. Bu dénemde, Burkina Faso, Batt
Afrika Devletleri Ekonomik Toplulugu (ECOWAS) kurucu tyesi olmus, Islam Isbirligi
Teskilat’'na kabul edilmistir. Arap tlkeleriyle gelistirilen iliskiler cercevesinde alinan dis yardimlar
tlkenin siyasi elitlerinde kiimelenmistir. 1970 yilinda, Burkina Faso’daki ¢ok partili ilk yasama
meclisi secimler gerceklesmis ve UDV-RDA' 57 sandalyenin 37’sini alarak secimlerden birinci
parti olarak cikmustir (Inter Parliamentary Union, 1970). Ulkede ilk defa organize bir muhalefetin
resmi olarak ortaya c¢ikmis olmast ve tlkenin kurucu partisi karsisinda miicadele edebilmest,
Burkina Faso’nun demokrasi seriiveninde bir dontim noktast olmustur. Secimlerin ardindan,
Kango Ouédraogo hiikiimeti kurmakla gorevlendirilmistir. 4 yillik iktidarinin  ardindan,
Cumbhurbaskan: Lamizana 1974 yilinda Ulusal Meclisi feshetmis, kendisini bagbakan olarak atamis
ve siyasi partilerin faaliyetlerini yasaklamistir segilmistir (Country Review, 2016). 1977 yilinda
diizenlenen anayasa referandumunun ardindan, 1978 yilinda yeniden cok partili se¢imler organize
edilmis ve UDV-RDA’nin adayr Joseph Conombo meclisteki 57 sandalyenin 28’ini kazanarak
basbakan secilmistir. Ayni yil diizenlenen baskanlik secimlerinin ilk turunda dort aday yarismus,
hi¢bir adayin salt cogunlugu alamamasi nedeniyle se¢imler ikinci tura kalmistir (Beucher, 2011: 4).
Ikinci turda mevcut Baskan Sangoulé Lamiziana ve eski Basbakan Kango Ouédraogo yarismus,
Lamiziana oylarin %56’sin1 alarak yeniden baskan secilmistir (Inter Parliamentary Union, 1978).

1966 yilindan 1980 yilina kadar iktidari elinde tutan Lamizana’ya karst 1980 yilinda, tlkede artan

I Voltaic Democratic Union-African Democratic Rally (UDV-RDA), ilkenin kurucu partisi olarak 1957 yilinda
kurulmus, bagimsizhigin ardindan tlkedeki siyasi yapilanmayi saglamustir. Gindmizde, African Democratic Rally
(RDA) olarak faaliyet géstermektedir.
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yolsuzluklar, baskilar ve yoksulluk nedeniyle, sosyalist sendika ve partilerin destegiyle Albay Saye
Zerbo tarafindan darbe yapilmis ve Lamizana iktidardan ¢ekilmek durumunda kalmistir. Zerbo
tarafindan kurulan gecici hitkiimet uzun soluklu olmamis ve 2 yil sonra, 1982 yilinda tlkede bir

darbe daha gergeklesmistir (Kandeh, 2004: 120-134).

Bati Afrika tlkelerinde yasanan uzun soluklu istikrarsizliklarin ardindan ideolojik siyasi
soylemlerin zemin kazandigr gorilmektedir (Bayram, 2019: 747). 1966 yilindan beri yasanan
ckonomik istikrarsizlik ve 1980-1983 yillari arasinda yasanan siyasi istikrarsizliklar 1983 yilinda
Afrika’nin Che Guevera’si olarak anilan Sosyalist lider Thomas Sankara’nin askeri darbeyle iktidara
gelmesiyle sonlanmistir. Sankara hem Burkina Faso siyasi tarihinde hem de Afrika siyasi tarihinde
olduk¢a miustesna bir yere sahiptir. Sankara yonetimi, i¢ politikada yaygin yoksullugun énlenmesi
icin mucadele vermis, bu ¢ercevede genis caplt toprak reformlari uygulamaya koymus, tarimsal
tiretimin yayginlasmasini desteklemis ve kapsamli tarimsal tiretim planlart hayata gecirmistir (Ipek,
2024: 29). Tarimsal tretimin yant sira tlke capinda okur yazarlik dizeyinin artirilmasi, cinsiyet
esitligi kapsaminda ¢ok esliligin yasaklanmasi, asilama kampanyalari gibi sosyal yasamda da buyuk
yankilar uyandiran reformlar ortaya koymus, kabineye bes kadin bakan atamistir (Harsch, 2013:
360). Altyap1 alaninda da tlkenin kalkinmasi ve refah yaratimi icin katkida bulunan Sankara, kara
ve demir yolu yapimui gibi biyiik ¢aplt projelere imza atmis, yoksullukla miicadele kapsaminda sert
onlemler almistir (Bayram, 2019: 749). Tim bu uygulamalari neticesinde genis halk kitleleri
tarafindan desteklenen Sankara, reformlarini hayata gecirebilmek icin giderek otoriterlesmistir.
Sankara, tilkenin yasadig1 radikal dontisimi sembolize etmek, ulusal bir kimlik yaratmak ve koloni
déneminin hatiralarindan kurtulmak icin 1984 yilinda tlkenin ismini durist insanlarin tlkesi
anlamina gelen Burkina Faso olarak degistirmis, tlkenin bayragini tasarlamis ve milli marsint
yazmustir (Bayram, 2019: 749). Sankara’nin izledigi devrimci dis politika, geleneksel kolonyal
iliskilerden styrilma c¢abasi, basta Fransa olmak tizere Bati bloguna karst takindigr tutum, tam
bagimsizlik arzusu, Libya ve Sovyetler Birligi ile gelistirdigi iliskiler, kisa stirede Fransa, Avrupali
devletler ve kita icinde biytlk bir tepkiye neden olmustur (United World International, 2021).
Bunun neticesinde, cevre tlkelerin de destegiyle 1987 Blaise Compaoré 6nderliginde bir darbe

gerceklestirilmis, Sankara oldurilmustiir (Africa News, 2021).

2014 yiina kadar stiren Blaise Compaoré iktidarinin ilk yillarinda Sankara doneminde
uygulanan reformlar terk edilmis ve Compaoré’nin iktidarini saglamlastirmaya yonelik siyasi ve

anayasal reformlar ortaya koyulmustur. 1991 yilinda, ¢ok partili sisteme izin veren bir anayasa
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taslagt hazirlanmis ve ayni yil gerceklestirilen referandumla kabul edilmistir (Carol, 2017). Soguk
Savasg’in sona ermesine paralel olarak Burkina Faso’nun yeniden demokrasiye dénitisic Sahraaltt
Afrika’daki trendle uyumludur. Ayni yil diizenlenen segimlerde, se¢gmenler kolektif olarak darbeyle
iktidara gelen ve otoriter bir lider olan Compaoré’yi protesto etmis, toplumun buyik bir kesimi
Compaoré iktidart golgesinde bir secime gitmek istemediklerini gOstermistir.  Yalnizca
Compaoré’nin destekgilerinin katildigt se¢imde, katihm orani %27 ile sinirlt kalmis, bu siiregte
sendikalar ve diger siyasi partiler protesto gosterileri dizenlemistir (Nohlen vd., 1999: 1406).
Secimlerin ardindan baslayan istikrarsiz hitkimetler donemi neticesinde, Compaoré 1996 yilinda,
istikrarsizligi sonlandirmak ve kendi tabanini bitlestirebilmek adina Demokrasi ve Ilerleme
Kongresi Partisi (CDP)’ni kurmustur (Roger, 2015). Compaoré’nin partisine karst miicadele
edebilmek adina, muhalifler de kendi aralarinda koalisyon olusturarak Demokrasi ve Ilerleme
Partisi (PDP)’ni kurmustur (Université Joseph KI-ZERBO). 1998 yilinda gerceklestirilen yasama
secimlerde, muhalifler secimleri boykot etmis ve CDP meclis c¢ogunlugunu kazanmistir

(Bonnecase, 2015: 153-161).

2000 yilinda dizenlenen referandumla birlikte anayasa degisikligine giden Burkina Faso’da,
cumhurbaskaninin goérev siiresi bes yillik iki dénemle sinirlandirilmustir. Anayasa degisikligi
tzerine, muhalif partiler yeniden secimlere katilma karart almistir (Mbaku, 2014). 2002 yilinda
gerceklestirilen secimlerde, Blaise Compaoré’nin partisi olan CDP, Ulusal Meclisteki 111
sandalyeden 57’sini kazanmis; mubhalifler ise 54 sandalye kazanarak onemli bir basari elde
etmislerdir African Elections Database, 2010). Ne var ki diinyadan bir¢ok gozlemcinin katildigt
2005 yilinda dizenlenen cumhurbaskanligt secimlerinde saibeli bir sekilde oylarin %80’ini alan
Compaoré, yeniden cumhurbaskan: secilmistir African Elections Database, 2010). 2010 yilinda
diizenlenen se¢imlerde de Compaoré ayni oy oranityla cumhurbaskani segilmistir. Bu durum,
Burkina Faso’da 6rgtitlii bir muhalefet ve se¢gmenler nezdinde demokrasi bilinci olmasina ragmen,
kurumsallasamamis bir devlet mekanizmasmnin demokrasiye ne Ol¢lide zarar verebilecegini

gostermesi adina oldukga carpicidir.

Ulkede yasanan kronik ekonomik ve siyasi sorunlar, 2008 krizinin etkisiyle giderek daha da
gorintr hale gelmis ve 2011 yilinda hitkiimet askerleri maaslarinin 6denmemesi sebebiyle isyan
baslatmstir. Justin Zongo adlt bir 6grencinin 20 Subat 2011 tarihinde Koudougou’da hayatint
kaybetmesi sonucunda iilke genelinde 6grenciler ve muhalif 6rgutler tarafindan siddetli protestolar

dizenlenmistir (BBC News, 2011). Bunun uzerine hiikimet, tlkedeki tiim universitelerin
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kapatilmast karari almis; 6grenci ayaklanmalari giderek alevlenmis ve on binlerce kisi baskentte
protesto gosterilene katilmistir. Ulkede giderek artan protestolar ve siddet sarmali 2014 tarihine
kadar devam etmis; 28-30 Ekim 2014 tarihleri arasinda ¢ gin boyunca suren siddetli
protestolarda 30°dan fazla kisi hayatini kaybetmis ve halk tarafindan meclis binasi atese verilmistir
(Roger ve Carayol, 2014). Bunun tzerine, Compaoré olaganiistii hal ilan etmis ancak ayni gece,
General Honoré Nabéré Traoré yonetimindeki ordu, hitkiimete el koydugunu agiklamistir

(Hagber vd., 2017: 22-30).

Compaoré’nin 23 yillik otoriter yonetimi altinda, Burkina Faso’da demokrasi ve demokrasi
bilinci buytk 6l¢iide asindirdigr distiniilmektedir. Bu anlamda Compaoré’nin iktidarinin son yillari
rekabetci otoriter bir demokrasi olarak tanimlanabilir. Her ne kadar devlet mekanizmasinin
yasama, yuritme, yargl, givenlik ve medya gibi en 6nemli erklerini bunyesinde barindirsa da
Burkina Faso’da demokrasi bilincinin hicbir zaman tam anlamiyla yok olmadigt séylenebilir.
Nitekim, Compaoré’nin iktidarinin ilk yillarindan beri, gesitli siyasi, sosyal ve ekonomik haklar icin
orgutli bir miicadele yuriten, sendikalar, isciler Srgiitlerinin, muhalefet partilerinin ve 6grenci
derneklerinin oldugu g6z 6ntne alindiginda s6z konusu bilincin 2014 yilinda hala diri oldugunu

dile getirmek mimkindur (Hagber vd., 2017: 22-30).

Bir yilik gecis hiikiimetinin ardindan, 2015 yilinda Burkina Faso’da demokratik secimler
diizenlenmis ve Roch Marc Christian Kaboré %53 oy orantyla iktidara gelmistir (BBC News,
2015). Aynt donemde, ilkenin kuzey kesiminde Boko Haram, DAES ve Magrip el-Kaidesi
(AQIM)* gibi terér orgiitlerinin hizla zemin kazanmasi, merkezi hiikiimetin ilke {izerindeki
kontrolinti ve mesruiyetini giderek erozyona ugratmistir. 2016 yihnin ocak aymnda, AQIM’in,
Ougadougou’daki bir otele ve restorana gerceklestirdigi saldirida 30 sivil hayatin1 kaybetmistir.
Hayatin1 kaybedenlerin arasinda iki Isvigre Parlamentosu eski tiyesinin, altt Kanada ve iki Ukrayna
vatandasinin da bulunmasi, s6z konusu teror eyleminin dinya basininda duyulmasina neden
olmustur (Burke, 2016: 7). Artan teror eylemleri neticesinde, Fransiz hikiimeti bolgedeki askeri
varhigini arttirma karari almustir (Bekoe vd., 2021: 5-6). Hikiimetin terérle miucadele politikas:
gercevesinde ECOWAS’tan ve Fransa’dan aldigi destek yeterli olmamus; ilerleyen siirecte teror
eylemleri artarak devam etmistir. 2017 yilinda yaklasik 100 sivil, 2018 yilinda ise 300’den fazla sivil
teror saldirilarinda hayatlarint kaybetmis; bunun tizerine hitkiimet tlkenin kuzeyinde yer alan 19

bolgede OHAL ilan etmek durumunda kalmistir. OHAL ilaninin ardindan, 2019 yilinda, Burkina

2 Magrip el-Kaidesi, el-Kaide’ye bagli, Kuzey Afrika ve Sahel bolgesinde faaliyet gésteren silahlt terér Grglitii.
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Faso’daki teror eylemleri doruk noktasina ¢tkmus, terorist gruplarin ilkenin kuzeyini fillen ele
gecirmistir. 2019 yilt igerisinde terdr saldirilart nedeniyle 2200°den fazla sivil hayatint kaybetmistir
(Eizenga ve Williams, 2020: 2-8).

2020 yilinda Burkina Faso yeni bir se¢ime gitmis ve Kaboré, %57 oy oranityla iktidardaki
gorevini korumustur (France 24, 2020). Kaboré’nin secimleri kazanmis olmasi oldukga dikkat
cekicidir, zira iktidart doneminde tlkenin Kuzey kesimi fiili olarak yonetilemez duruma gelmis;
yaygin yoksulluk artmis; devletin saglamakla yukimli oldugu saglik, alt yap: ve egitim gibi
hizmetler sekteye ugramis; kamu ve Ozel sektér Gretimi azalmis buna bagl olarak da issizlik
artmustir (Lyammouri, 2020 : 2). Tim bu olumsuz gelismeler g6z 6niine alindiginda Kaboré’nin
demokratik yollarla secilmis bir lider olmasi ve selefi Compaoré’nin aksine otoriter bir diizen tesis
etmemesinin Kaboré’yi yeniden iktidara tasidigt dustinilmektedir. (Saidou ve Bertrand, 2022:
1441-1443) Her ne kadar demokratik degerler 6nemli olsa da 2020 ve 2021 yilinda art arda
yasanan siyasi ve sosyal krizler neticesinde 8000°den fazla sivil hayatint kaybetmis ve Boukouma
saldirisinin ardindan 35.000°den fazla kisi komsu tlkelere g6¢ etmek zorunda kalmustir (RFI,
2021). Kaboré iktidari, Sahel bolgesinde radikal terér eylemlerinin arttify, tilkenin kendi topraklart

tzerindeki hakimiyetini kaybettigi bir donemdir (Amnesty International, 2023).

Artan yoksulluk, yolsuzluk iddialari ve giivensizlik ortami nedeniyle, 2022 yilinda Paul-
Henri Sandaogo Damiba 6nderligindeki ordu yonetime el koymustur (Bensimon, 2022). Darbenin
en akilda kalict karesi ise, darbeyi Rus bayraklariyla kutlayan baskent halkinin, artan teror
eylemlerine karst Rusya’dan yardim istemesidir (Booty, 2022). Burkina Faso’nun Batr’dan
tamamen kopusunu kristalize eden bu sahneler, daha radikal doniigimlere gebe oldugunun
habercisidir. Nitekim, 30 Eylil 2022 yilinda Yizbast Ibrahim Traoré onderligindeki askeri
cuntanin iktidart ele gecirmesiyle birlikte, tlkenin i¢ ve dis politikasinda buyik bir paradigma
degisimi yasanmistir (ACSS, 2022). Ikinci Sankara olarak anilan Traoré, Sankara’nin yolundan
giderek birtakim radikal reformlar uygulamaya koymus; Fransiz buytikel¢isini persona-non grata

(istenmeyen kisi) ilan etmis ve Fransiz ordusunu iilkeden gondermistir (Turhan, 2024).

2023 yilinda Traoré, Rusya’y1 stratejik muttefik ilan etmis ayn1 yil dizenlenen Rusya-Afrika
Zirvesi’nde, Rusya’nin Ukrayna’ya karst izledigi politikalart desteklemis; Rusya ve Cin ile askeri
angajmanini derinlestirmeye yonelik adimlar atmistir (Reuters, 2023). Ulusal egemenlik ve ulus
kimligini 6ne ¢ikaran Traoré, milli kalkinma ve milli modernlesme stratejileri cercevesinde basta

Fransa olmak tizere batidan kopusu net bir bicimde gostermektedir.
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Sekil 1. Burkina Faso Devlet Baskanlart ve Siyasi Partileri.’

Goruldugu tzere, tulkedeki askeri darbelerin tamami, artan yoksulluk, yolsuzluk ve
ekonomik bunalim nedenleriyle rasyonalize edilmektedir. 2020 yilinda diizenlenen demokratik
secimlerden bu yana Burkina Faso’nun yapisal sorunlarinda herhangi bir iyilesme
gozlemlenmemistir. Bolgede artan radikal terér eylemleri nedeniyle 2020-2024 yillart arasindan 2
milyondan fazla kisi yerinden edilmis; sinir vilayetlerinde devlet kurumlari islevsiz hale gelmis;
tlkenin yaklagik %40t merkezi yonetimin kontroliinden ¢ikmistir (BTI, 2024). Artan guvensizlik
ve istikrarsizlik ortami demokratik degerlerin aginmasina sebep olmakta ve kamuoyunu giderek
daha da pasifize etmektedir. Bu baglamda, 2020-2024 yillar1 arasinda Burkina Faso’da musahede

edilen demokratik gerileme olgusu 5 alt baslikta incelenecektir.

3 Sekil yazar tarafindan olusturulmustur.
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2.2. Burkina Faso’da Demokratik Gerileme

Statii Endeksi
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Sekil 2. 2024 Burkina Faso Statti ve Yonetisim Endeksi (BTI Index, 2024).

BTI tarafindan yapilan modelleme siyasi dontisim ve ekonomik déntistimiin dahil oldugu
statii endeksi ve yonetisim endeksinden meydana gelmekte ve 0-10 arasinda puanlanmaktadir.
2024 yili verilerine gore, Burkina Faso siyasi ve sosyal entegrasyon, demokratik kurumlarin
istikrari, hukukun ustiinliig, siyasi katithm ve devlet kapasitesinin dahil oldugu siyasi doniisim
indeksine gore 3,88/10 puanla 137 tlke arasinda 92. sirada yer aldig1 belirtilmistir. Sosyoekonomik
seviye, piyasa orglitlenmesi, para politikast ve mali disiplin, miilkiyet hakki, refah rejimi, ekonomik
performans ve strdirilebilirlik konu baslklarindan olusan ekonomik doéntsiim indeksine gore,
4,50/10 puanla 137 tlke arasinda 94. siradadir. Siyasi ve ekonomik dontisimden endekslerinden
turetilen statii endeksine gore Burkina Faso 4,19/10 puanla 137 tlke arasinda 101. sirada yer
almaktadir. Endeksin bir diger bileseni ise yonetisim endeksidir. Uluslararasi is birligi, konsenstis
ingasi, etkin kaynak kullanimi ve yonlendirme kapasitesinden olusan yonetisim endeksine gore,

Burkina Faso 4,76/10 puanla 137 tlke arasinda 66. sirada yer almaktadir (BTT Index, 2024).
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Sekil 3. 2020 - 2024 Burkina Faso Karsilastirmali Statti ve Yonetisim Endeksi (BTT Index, 2024).

2020 (kirmiziyla gosterilmistir) ve 2024 yillari arasinda Burkina Faso’nun siyasi déniisim
ve ekonomik donisimii kapsayan statii endeksi ve yonetisim endeksleri karsilastirmali olarak
gosterilmistir (Sekil 3). Stattii endeksinin ilk boyutunu olusturan siyasi dontsiim, siyasi ve sosyal
entegrasyon, demokratik kurumlarin istikrari, hukukun tstinligi, siyasi katilim ve devletin temel
islevlerini yerine getirme kapasitesinden meydana gelmektedir. Siyasi donitisime iliskin, 2020 ve
2024 yilt verileri karsilagtirildiginda, siyasi doniisimi olusturan bilesenlerin giderek erozyona
ugradigr  gorulmektedir. Askeri darbenin ardindan siyasi yasama katthm smurlandiridmis,
demokratik kurumlarin istikrari buytk Olciide asinmis ve devletin temel islevlerini yerine

getirebilme kapasitesi akamete ugramistir.

Statii endeksinin ikinci bilesenini olusturan ekonomik dénisim endeksi ise; parasal ve
mali istikrar, 6zel miilkiyet, refah rejimi, ekonomik performans ve surdirilebilirlik bagliklarindan
olusmaktadir. Burkina Faso’da ekonomik dontsim 2020 ve 2024 yillar1 arasinda buyik bir
degisime ugramamustir. Ventura (2024) tarafindan askeri darbenin ardindan tlkenin ekonomik

yapisinda buyik bir degisim yasanmamasmnin nedeninin ilke ekonomisini oldukga kisitl bir
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etkinlik alanina sahip olmast ve hali hazirda Burkina Faso’nun az gelismis bir tlke olmasindan

kaynaklandigt ifade edilmektedir.

Statii endeksi ile yonetisim endeksinin kriterleri ve etkilesimleri ¢ercevesinde BTT Endeks
tarafindan demokrasi siniflandirmalari yapilmaktadir. Demokrasi ve otoriter rejimleri arasindaki
ayrim temelde 7 gOstergenin puanlanmasi yoluyla aciga cikarlmaktadir. S6z konusu kriterleri
yerine getiremeyen devletler otoriter rejimler olarak tanimlanmaktadir. 1k kriter, serbest ve adil
secimlerin yapilabilmesi olarak belirlenmistir. Ikinci olarak, etkin yonetim giicii kriteri
belirlenmistir, demokratik yollarla secilmis olan liderlerin iktidarinin de facto olarak sinirlandirilmast,
otokratik bir rejimin varligini goéstermektedir. Ugiinti kriter, toplanma ve orgiitlenme hakki,
dordinct kriter ifade 6zgirlugi, besinci kriter giicler ayriligi, altinct kriter medeni haklar ve

yedinci kriter ise gli¢ kullanma tekeli olarak belirlenmistir (Tablo 2).

Kriter Puan
Serbest ve Adil Secimler Puan <6
Etkin Yonetim Gtctu Puan < 4
Toplanma ve Orgiitlenme Hakki Puan < 4
Ifade Ozgirligii Puan < 4
Gugler Ayriligs Puan < 4
Medeni Haklar Puan < 4
Gii¢ Kullanma Tekeli / Devletin Temel | Puan < 3
Islevlerini Yerine Getirebilme Kapasitesi

Tablo 2. BTT Endeks Otoriter Rejim Kriterleri (BTT Index, 2024).

Bu kriterler dogrultusunda yapilan arastirmalarda, demokratik secimlerin diizenlendigi ve
demokratik bir rejim altinda siyasi hayatina devam eden Burkina Faso’nun, 2020 yilinda mezkur
kriterleri 1siginda 6,20/10 ile kusurlu demokrasiler arasinda yer aldigin ancak 2022 yilinda
gerceklesen askeri darbenin ardindan 3,88/10 ile sert otokratik rejimler siniflandirmasina gectigi

gortlmektedir (Sekil 4).
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Sekil 4. 2020-2024 Burkina Faso Demokrasi Smiflandirmast (BTT Index, 2024).

BTI endeks tarafindan ifade edilen kusurlu demokrasi, hukukun ustiinligd, siyasi haklar,
yatay hesap verilebilirlik gibi liberal demokrasi taniminin ayrilmaz unsurlarini tam anlamiyla
bunyesinde barindirmayan, diger bir ifadeyle gomiilii bir demokrasi olmayip yalnizca 6zgir ve adil
secim rejimi kurmus olan ve iktidarin segimlerle degisebilmesinin miimkiin oldugu bir demokrasi
tirini tanimlamaktadir. Kusurlu demokrasiler, otoriter rejimler degillerdir zira adil, 6zgir ve
surekli secimler diizenlenmekte ve iktidarin glic kullanmadan degisimini mimkiin kilmaktadir 6te
yandan, kusurlu demokrasilerde, se¢im rejimi haricinde, sekil 4’te gosterilen kriterlerin bircogu
veya bazi durumlarda tamami mesru iktidar tarafindan ihlal edilir. Bu nedenle tam anlamuyla liberal
demokrasiler olarak adlandiridamazlar. (BTI) Bu agiklama cercevesinde, 2020 yilinda Burkina

Faso’nun kusurlu bir demokrasi oldugunu séylemek mumkundiir.

2024 yilinda yapilan Olgimlerde ise, Burkina Faso’nun kusurlu demokrasiler
siniflandirmasindan sert otoriter rejimler siniflandirmasina gectigi gorilmektedir. BTT tarafindan
otoriter rejim tanimlamasi, yukarida zikredilen kriterlerin karsilanmamasiyla kristalize olmaktadir.
2022 yilinda gergeklestirilen darbelerden 6nce dahi kusurlu bir demokrasi sayilan ve adil ve 6zgiir

secim rejimi digindaki kriterlerin karsilanmast konusunda tam olarak etkili olamayan tlkenin,
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yasanan askeri darbeyle birlikte se¢im rejimi de ortadan kaldirilmis ve tilke sert otoriter bir rejime
evrilmistir. BTT Endeks tarafindan otoriter rejimler, yukarida zikredilen yedi kriterin eksikligi
olarak tanimlanmaktadir: (i) serbest ve adil secimlerin tamamiyla yasaklanmasi veya sistematik
olarak kisitlanmasi, (if) demokratik yontemlerle secilmis liderlerin iktidarinin sinirlandirilmast, (iii)
toplantt ve 6rgtitlenme hakkinin kaldirilmast veya sivil toplumun iktidar tarafindan biyiik bir bask:
altinda tutulmasi, (iv) ifade 6zgurliigi ve medya 6zgurliginin tamamiyla kaldirilmasi veya ¢ok
buytk 6lctide kisitlanmas, sansiitlenmesi, (v) giicler ayriligt ilkesinin ihlal edilerek tiim giiclerin tek
bir iktidarda toplanmast, (vi) medeni haklarin sistematik olarak ihlal edilmesi ve (vii) devletin temel
islevlerini yerine getirebilme kapasitesinin azalmasi, tGlkenin biyiik bir kismi tzerinde iktidarin

mesru giciini ve gii¢ kullanma tekelini kaybetmesi.

Tim bu tanimlamalar 1siginda Burkina Faso’nun 2022 yilinda gergeklestirilen askeri
darbelerin ardindan nicin otoriter rejimler siniflandirilmasina dahil oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Buna
iliskin daha detaylt inceleme, siyasi endeksin bilesenlerinin 2020 — 2024 yillar1 arasinda incelendigi

ilerleyen boliimlerde tartistlacaktir.
2.2.1. Devletin Temel Islevlerini Yerine Getirebilme Kapasitesi (Stateness)

10 06 08 10 12 14 1o 18 20 22 24
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Grafik 6. Devletin Temel Islevlerini Yerine Getirebilme Kapasitesi (Stateness) 2020-2024 (BTT
Index, 2024).

2020 yiindan itibaren Burkina Faso hikimeti, ulusal topraklarinda mesru gi¢ kullanma
tekelinin stirdirilmesi konusunda buytk sorunlarla karsilasmaya baslamistir (Grafik 6). Arap
Baharr'yla birlikte bolgede artan gerilimler, siyasi istikrarsizliklar neticesinde olusan agikliklar,

radikal terér Orgitlerinin bolgeye konuslanmast ve etkinlik sahalarint genisletmeleri, sivillere
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yonelik terér eylemlerinin artmast ve yasanan sivil kayiplart devletin mesruiyetinin sorgulanmasina
neden olmus, devlet kurumlarinin kirdganligini daha da artirmistir. ACLED (2023) verilerine gére
Burkina Faso 2019 yili itibariyle Sahel Bélgesindeki en ¢ok kriminal olay yasanan ilke olmustur.
2024 yili itibariyle merkezi hitkiimet, tilke topraklarinin % 40’11 kontrol edememekte baskent ile
buytk sehirler arasindaki iletisim ve ulagimi saglayamamaktadir. Traoré hukiimeti, ilke icindeki
guvenligi yeniden tesis edebilmek adina gii¢c kullanma tekelinden feragat ederek tlkede devlet
destekli bazi paramiliter gruplarin glclenmesine izin vermek durumunda kalmistir. Hem
kontrgerilla olarak hem de bagkentten uzak boélgelerde merkezi hitkiimetin siyasi iktidarini tesisi
edebilmek maksadiyla desteklenen paramiliter gruplar, devletin kapasitesinin sorgulanmasina
sebebiyet vermektedir. Gii¢ kullanma tekelinin erozyona ugramastyla kristalize olan bu sireg, yillar
icerisinde Burkina Faso devletinin temel islevlerini yerine getirebilme kapasitesini nasil

asindirdigint géstermektedir (Grafik 6).

2.2.2. Siyasi Katilim
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Grafik 7. Siyasi Katilim 2020-2024 (BTT Index, 2024).

2020-2024 yillar1 arasinda Burkina Faso siyasi katilm endeksi 6,8/10°den 3,5/10%
diugmistir (Grafik 7). 2020 yilinda gergeklestirilen secimler, merkezi hiikiimetin tlkenin ancak
%0601 tzerinde fiili kontroli oldugu distunutldiginde, toplumun tiim paydaslarini yansitan bir
secim olmadigt sonucuna varilmaktadir. Ulkede adil ve rekabetci segimlerin diizenlenmiyor olusu,
hikiimete yiizeysel bir mesruiyet saglamaktadir. 2020 yilindan bu yana yasanan siyasi ¢alkantilar ve
2022 yilinda art arda gergeklesen darbeler, Burkina Faso halkinin demokrasiye ve secimlere olan
inancint sarsmstir. Ulkede giderek azalan demokratik katilim istencinin sebebinin, biiyiik élgiide,

Compaoré rejiminin 6rgltlenmis sivil toplum kuruluslarina uyguladigt baski ve sindirme
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politikalarinin bir sonucu oldugu fakat buna karsin tilkedeki demokrasi istencinin hala canlt oldugu

degerlendirilmektedir.

Afrobarometre tarafindan 2024 yilinda yayimlanan ve Burkina Faso’da demokrasinin
toplum nezdindeki yansimasint konu alan anket ¢alismasinda, Burkina Faso halkinin biytk bir
cogunlugunun demokrasiyi diger rejimlere tercih ettigi saptanmistir (Grafik 8). Katilimcilarin
%551 demokrasiyi diger tim rejimlere tercih ettigini, %25’1 bazt durumlarda demokratik olmayan
htukimetlerin tercih edilebilecegini ve %20’si halk icin tlkede ne tiir bir rejim oldugunun ¢ok
o6nemli olmadigint belirtmistir. Son yillarda Burkina Faso’da ve genel olarak Sahraalti Afrika’da
deneyimlenen demokratik gerileme ve artan popilizme ragmen Burkina Faso halkinin
cogunlugunun demokrasiye olan inancint koruyor olusu, ilerleyen dénemler icin olumlu bir

perspektif ¢cizmektedir.

@ Demokrasiyi diger tim yonetim sekillerine
tercih ederim.

Bizim gibi insanlar igin Gilkenin hangi rejimle yénetildigi
onemli degildir.

Baz durumlarda, demokratik olmayan rejimler
tercih edilebilir.

Grafik 8. Demokrasi Tercihi (Afrobarometer, 2022).

Halkin demokrasiye olan inancint gosteren bir diger veri ise, katiimcilara yoneltilen,
yoneticilerin diizenli, serbest ve seffaf secimlerle belirlenmesine katiliyor musunuz sorusudur.
Katihmcilarin %7071 yoneticilerin diizenli, serbest ve seffaf segimlerle belirlenmesi gerektigini

savunurken, %29’u segimler igin farklt bir yontemin bulunmast gerektigini belirtmistir (Grafik 9).
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Grafik 9. Yoneticilerin Belitlenmesi (Afrobarometer, 2022).

Demokrasi ve serbest secimlere yonelik olumlu tutumlarina ragmen, paradoksal olarak
Burkina Faso halki iilkede birden fazla siyasi partinin faaliyet gdstermesine sicak bakmamaktadir
(Grafik 10). Katiimcilar, birden cok siyasi partinin miicadele etmesinin toplumdaki ayrismalart
derinlestirebilecegi ve ¢atisma ortamina zemin hazirlayabilecegi gerekeeleriyle karsi ¢ikmaktadir.
Benzer bigimde, secilmis siyasi liderlerin tlkeyi kendi ¢tkarlari dogrultusunda yénetmesi sebebiyle
ordunun mudahalesini mesru bulmakta ve halkin %066’s1 Traoré tarafindan gerceklestirilen darbeyi

desteklemektedir (Grafik 11).

Katilimcilarin %59u ¢ok sayida siyasi partiye gerek olmadigini belirtirken katillimcilarin

%39”u birden ¢ok siyasi parti olmast gerektigini savunmaktadir.
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60% 59%
40%
39%
20%
0%
Birden ¢ok siyasi partinin olmasina gerek yoktur, = Burkina Fasolularin kendi liderlerini
siyasi partiler kafa karisiklig1 ve toplum iginde segmelerini teminat altina almak i¢in birden
ayrigma yaratmaktadir. ¢ok siyasi partinin olmas: gereklidir.

Grafik 10. Birden Cok Siyasi Parti Olmali Midir? (Afrobarometer, 2022).
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Grafik 11. Askeri Darbeyi Destekliyor Musunuz? (Afrobarometer, 2022).

Traoré tarafindan gerceklestirilen darbeyi destekleyen katiimcilar ayni zamanda askeri

yonetimin siyasete dahil olmasint da desteklemektedir (Grafik 12).
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Ordu asla siyasete miidahil olmamalidir. Secilmis liderler giliglerini kendi ¢ikarlar
dogrultusunda kullandiklan takdirde ordu,

iilkenin yonetimini ele alabilir.

Grafik 12. Ordu Siyasete Dahil Olmalt Midir? (Afrobarometer, 2022).

Freedom House tarafindan 2020 ve 2024 yillarinda yapilan arastirmada, Burkina Faso
halkinin siyasi katilim ve adil se¢imler konusunda demokrasiye olan giiveninin zayifladigt sonucuna
ulasidmistir (Tablo 3). Se¢im siireci basligt altindan yapilan arastirma 0—4 puan arasinda degisen 3

temel soruya odaklanmaktadir.
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Sorular 2020 2024

Mevcut Hukimet Bagkani veya siyasi otoriteler 6zgur ve adil 2/4 0/4

secimlerle mi secilmistir?

Mevcut ulusal yasama temsilcileri 6zgiir ve adil secimlerle mi 2/4 0/4
secilmistir?
Secim yasalari ve se¢im sireci adil midir, se¢imler yonetim organlart 3/4 0/4

tarafindan adil bir bicimde uygulanmakta midir?

Tablo 3. Secim Siireci’.

2.2.3. Hukukun Ustiinliigii
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Grafik 13. Hukukun Ustiinliigi (BTI Index, 2024).

2022-2024 yillart arasinda hukukun dstinligt endeksi 4,3/10°dan 3/10°¢ dusmiustir
(Grafik 13). Burkina Faso siyasi sisteminde kuvvetler ayriligr anayasal giivence altina alinmasina
karsin siyasi pratikte bu ilke hi¢bir zaman tam olarak uygulanamamus; yiiriitme erki, bilhassa ordu,
tim yetkileri bunyesinde toplamistir. Burkina Faso’da, hemen hemen tiim Sahraaltt Afrika
tilkelerinde oldugu gibi, yiiriitme erki diger erkleri manipiile edebilmektedir. Ulkede etkin bir sivil
toplumun gelisememis olmasi, sermaye birikiminin olmamasi ve etkin bir denetim mekanizmasi ile
bagimsiz yarginin olmamas:t kamu kaynaklarinin bir gelir kapisi olarak goriilmesine neden
olmustur. Ulusal Yolsuzlukla Miicadele Agt (REN-LAC), 2022 Aralik ayinda yayimladigt raporda,
halkin %85’nin yolsuzlugun ¢ok sik oldugunu distindugini belirtmistir. 2020 yilinda bu oran %81
ve 2019 yilinda %75 olarak saptanmistir (REN-LAC, 2022) (Grafik 14). Demokratik rejimlerin
alinda daha az yolsuzluk yapildigr diistincesi hakimdir. Askeri darbenin ardindan, yolsuzlugun

* Anket tablolan, Freedom House 2020 ve 2024 yilinda yapilan arastirmalardan faydalanilarak yazar hazirlanmustir.
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yapildigina iliskin distnceler artis (International Crisis Group, 2017). Bunun temel nedeni,
Burkina Faso siyasi tarihinde iktidarda olan higbir askeri rejim tyesinin yolsuzluk suglamastyla

yargilanmamasidir. Bu durum, yurtitme erkinin yargi tizerinde baskt kurdugunun bir géstergesidir.

I —o—Yolsuzlugun arttigim diisi daslarin oram 3 —o>—ISPC |

Grafik 14. Yolsuzluk Algist Endeksi (REN-LAC, 2022)°.

2021 yilinda Freedom House tarafindan hazirlanan Diinya Ozgiirliik Raporunda Burkina
Faso 53/100 ile kismen 6zgir olarak tanimlanirken, darbenin ardindan, 2022 yilinda, 6zglr

olmayan tlkeler kategorisine alinmistir (Freedom House 2022).

Freedom House tarafindan 2020 ve 2024 yillarinda yapilan degerlendirmelerde, Burkina
Faso’da hukukun dustinliigiine yonelik inancin giderek zayifladigr gorilmektedir (Tablo 4).

Hukukun tstiinliigii konu baghgy altinda, 0-4 puan arasinda degisen 4 temel soru sorulmaktadir.

Sorular 2020 2024
Bagimsiz Yargi var midir? 2/4 2/4
Hukuki ve Cezai konularda yasal siire¢ islemekte midir? 2/4 Vs
Fiziksel = siddetin = gayrimesru kullanimmna  y6nelik 0/4 0/4

kotruma mevcut mudur?

Yasalar ve uygulanan politikalar vatandaglara esit 2/4 Va
diizeyde muameleyi teminat altina almakta midur?

Tablo 4. Hukukun Ustiinh'igii

> ISPC: Sentetik Yolsuzluk Algist Endeksi.
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2.2.4. Demokratik Kurumlarin Istikrar
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Grafik 15. Demokratik Kurumlarin Istikrart (BTT Index, 2024).

2020 yilinda 6/10 olan demokratik kurumlarin istikrari endeksi 2022 yilinda gerceklesen
darbenin ardindan 2/10%a gerilemistit (Grafik 15). Freedom House basta olmak tizere 2015 ve
2020 se¢imlerinde gorev alan bircok goézlemci kurulus, Burkina Faso’da demokratik kurumlarin
gelisim gosterdigini belirtmistir. 2022 yilinda yasanan askeri darbelerin ardindan bircok anayasal,
yerel ve bolgesel kurumlar feshedilmistir. Merkezi hitkiimetin giderek zayiflamasi, baskent disinda
vatandaslara temel hizmetleri sunamiyor olusu demokratik kurumlara olan giiveni azaltmakta ve
demokratik kurumlarin istikrarini zayiflatmaktadir (Tablo 5). Hikiimetin ve tlkedeki demokratik
kurumlarin isleyisine yonelik Freedom House tarafindan yapilan calismada, “Hiikiimetin Isleyisi”,

“Orgiitlenme ve Orgiitlenme Hakkt” bagliklarinda 0—4 puan arasinda degisen 6 temel soru

sorulmaktadir.
Sorular 2020 2024
Ozgiir ve adil segimlerle segilen hiikiimet bagkant ve ulusal yasama 2/4 0/4

temsilcileri hikkiimetin politikalarint belirliyor mudur?

Resmi yolsuzluga karst 6nlemler giicli ve etkili midir? 2/4

V4
Hukimet agiklik ve seffaflikla mi ¢alistyor mudur? 2/4 0/4
Toplanma hakk: ve 6zglirligi mevcut mudur? 3/4 2/4
Insan haklart ve yonetisimle ilgili caligmalar yapan sivil toplum 2/4 2/4
kuruluslarinin 6zglirce calisma hakks var midir?
Sendikalar ve benzeri meslek veya is¢i 6rgutleri kurulus ve 3/4 3,

faaliyetlerinde 6zgiir mudur?

Tablo 5. Hiikiimetin Isleyisi, Orgiitlenme ve Orgiitlenme Hakki
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2.2.5. Siyasi ve Sosyal Entegrasyon
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Grafik 16. Siyasi ve Sosyal Entegrasyon (BTT Index, 2024).

2020 yilinda 6,8/10 olarak olctlen siyasi ve sosyal entegrasyon endeksi, 2024 yilinda
5,7/10ye gerilemistir (Grafik 16). 1991 yilinda Burkina Faso’da yeni anayasanin kabuliiyle birlikte
cok partili sisteme gecilmis, 2011 — 2018 yillar1 arasinda siyasi parti sayist 90’dan 150’ye
yukselmistir. Burkina Faso’da siyasi partilerin ideolojik tutumlari, projeleri ve séylemleri
birbirlerine ¢ok yakindir. Bu yoniyle tlkedeki siyasi partiler politik alanda bir dizenleyiciden
ziyade siyasi himaye araglart olarak degerlendirilebilir. Sosyal entegrasyon baglaminda
Afrobarometer tarafinda 2019 yilinda yapilan arastirmada, Burkina Faso’da bireylerin %87’sinin
yabancilara giivenmedigi saptanmustir (Afrobarometer, 2019). Calisma kapsaminda yoneltilen
“Kendinizi ulusal kimliginize mi yoksa etnik kimliginize mi daha yakin hissediyorsunuz?” sorusuna
katitimeilarin %47’si ulusal kimlige ait hissettigini, %42’si kendisini her ikisine de esit derecede
yakin hissettigini, %10’u ise etnik kimligine daha yakin hissettigini belirtmistir. Hikiimetin sosyal
esitsizligi 6nleme konusundaki basarisina iliskin yoneltilen soruda ise halkin %701 hikiimetin bu
konuda basarisiz oldugunu ifade etmistir. 2019 yilindan bu yana iilkede yasanan siyasi krizler ve
artan giivenlik endigsesi g6z Oniline alindiginda, sosyal ve siyasi entegrasyonun azaldig
distinilmektedir. Nitekim siyasi entegrasyona iliskin Freedom House tarafindan yapilan ¢alismada
bu diisiinceye paralel bir sonug elde edilmistir (Tablo 6). Calisma kapsaminda, siyasi katiim ve
cogulculuk konu basligt altinda 0—4 puan arasinda degisen 4 temel soru sorulmaktadir.
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Sorular 2020 2024

Halkin farkli siyasi partiler veya farkli siyasi gruplar araciligiyla | 2/4 1/4
Orgitlenme hakk: var midir, sistem farkli siyasi partiler arasinda
rekabeti engelleyici 6nlemlerden arindirdmis midir?

Muhalefete yonelik destegin artmast veya secim yoluyla giic kazanmasi | 3/4 0/4
icin bir firsat var midir?

Halkin siyasi tercihleri, siyasi alanin disindaki gu¢lerin veya siyaset dist | 2/4 0/4
araclar kullanan siyasi giiclerin tahakkiimtinden muaf midir?

Nufusun ¢esitli kesimleri (etnik, irksal, dinsel, toplumsal cinsiyet, 3/4 1/4
LGBTH+ ve diger ilgili gruplar dahil) tam siyasi haklara ve se¢im
firsatlarina sahip mi?

Tablo 6. Siyasi Katiim ve Cogulculuk.
Sonug

Demokratik gerileme olgusunun Sahraaltt Afrika ve Burkina Faso’daki yansimalarinin
tartisildigl bu ¢alismada, 1990’k yillardan itibaren bélgede hiz kazanan demokratiklesme hareketleri
ve bu hareketlerin 2010’lu yillardan itibaren degisen uluslararast konjonktirden nasil etkilendigi ve

demokratik gerilemeyi hizlandiran i¢ ve dis dinamiklerin neler oldugu agiklanmistir.

Sahraaltt Afrika’nin demokrasi tarithi 20. yiizylin baslarina kadar uzanmakla birlikte
temelde dekolonizasyon doénemi ve 1990°Ii yillarda baslayan demokratiklesme hamlelerinin
demokrasi seriiveninde belirleyici bir rol oynadig séylenebilir. Dekolonizasyon sonrast doneme
odaklanan bu ¢alismada, 1990’l1 yillarda yasanan donisimin temel sebebinin, Sovyetler Birligi’nin
dagilmasiyla birlikte uluslararasi arenada galip giic olarak ortaya ¢ikan ABD’nin, uluslararas:
finansmana erisim karsihiginda hiikiimetleri ve kurumlart denetleyebilmek icin liberal demokrasiyi
bolgeye ihra¢ etmesi oldugu 6ne sirilmektedir. Bu donemde Sahraaltt Afrika’daki demokrasi
hareketleri biyik 6lciide hikiimet, ordu ve sermayedarlar tarafindan desteklenmistir. Politika
yapicilarin  pragmatist amaglarla ithal ettigi demokrasinin herhangi bir kurumsal hazirhk
yapilmadan bolgede zemin kazanmasi demokrasiyi kirtlgan hale getirmistir. Nitekim Sahraaltt
Afrika tlkelerinde, 1990’ls yillardan itibaren Batili devletlerin ve uluslararasi finansal kuruluslarin
ongordigu prosediirel demokrasi hamleleri sayesinde siyasi haklar kismen artmis olsa da kisa
surede tim kazanmmlar silinmistir. Gergek bir yasamsal pratige dontisememis ve kurumsal altyapist

olmayan Sahraalti Afrika’nin kirldgan demokratiklesme trendi uluslararast gelismelerden ve zayif
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temelinden dolayt giderek yavaslamis ve bolgedeki otoriter egilimler ivme kazanmistir. Bolgedeki

demokratik gerileme fenomenin en keskin 6rnekleri Bati Afrika ve Orta Afrika’da gorilmektedir.

Sahraalti Afrika’da demokratik gerileme olgusunun incelendigi bu c¢alismanin vaka
incelemesi olarak Burkina Faso secilmis, ilgili tlkenin tarihsel siire¢ icerisindeki demokrasi
sertiveni ve halkin demokrasi ve kurumlarla iliskisi incelenmistir. Yapilan ampirik calismalar
siginda, Burkina Faso’nun demokratik gerileme konusunda olduke¢a radikal bir noktayr temsil

ettigi ve demokratik gerilemenin bazi i¢sel ve dissal faktorlere baglt olarak gelistigi saptanmustir.

Demokratik gerilemenin igsel faktérlerini olusturan unsurlart su sekilde siralanabilir; (i)
tlkedeki dustik egitim seviyesine paralel olarak kamuoyunun hitkiimetin isleyisine ve alinan siyasi
kararlara dair ilgisini kaybetmis olmasi, istikrar icin otoriter liderlere olan destegi artirmaktadir.
Otoriterlesmeyle birlikte hikiimetin halk tizerindeki keyfi uygulamalari da artarak siyasi ve sosyal
haklar asindirilmaktadir. (ii) Ulkedeki diisiik egitim seviyesiyle birlikte yiiksek gelir adaletsizligi
yeknesak bir kamuoyu olusumunu engellemekte, vergiye mukabil temsiliyet mekanizmasini
erozyona ugratarak yoneticiler ve halk arasindaki ugurumu derinlestirerek halk: daha da edilgen bir
role sokmaktadir. Bu durum demokrasi kilttriniin gelisimini engelleyerek otoriter bir kisir dongt
yaratmaktadir. (iii) Burkina Faso’nun kurulusundan itibaren miisahede ettigi askeri ve siyasi
darbeler, devlet kapasitesinin daha da zayiflamasina neden olmustur. Zayif devlet kapasitesiyle
birlikte, zayif siyasi kiltir ve gomuli Ozerklik, liberal demokrasilerin yasanmasini
zorlastirmaktadir. (iv) Zayif sivil toplum ve rijit siyasi katmanlar demokratik katilimi ve demokratik
yonetimi engellemektedir. (v) Burkina Faso’daki ataerkil yap: ve merkezi hiikimetin gl
kaybetmesiyle birlikte kabilelerin siyasi ve sosyal yasama daha fazla miidahil olmasi mevcut
otoriter kiiltiirii percinlemektedir. (vi) Ulkenin kuzey kesimlerinde yasanan giivenlik problemleri

ve terorizm askeri hikiimetlere olan giiveni pekistirmektedir.

Demokratik gerilemenin dissal faktorlerini olusturan unsurlart su sekilde siralanabilir; (1)
2008 yilinda meydana gelen kiiresel finansal krizle birlikte bolgedeki demokratik gelisimin temel
katalizori olan Batili devletler kurulan ekonomik ve finansal iliskiler zayiflamustir. (i) Arap
Bahar’yla birlikte bolgedeki merkezi htkiimetlerin giicleri azalmis, bilhassa Sahel bolgesinde
radikal terér Orgltleri hizla zemin kazanmaya baslamistir. 2010’lu yillardan sonra Burkina
Faso’nun kuzeyini 6nemli 6l¢tide tehdit eden ve binlerce sivil 6limiiyle sonuglanan ayaklanmalar
ve teror eylemleri, otoriter hikiimetlere destegi artirmis, savunma harcamalart artis gstermis ve

bu durum da daha otoriter tlkelerle iliskilerin gelistirilerek batili devletlerden ve onlarin
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ideolojilerin kopusu hizlandirmistir. (iii) Kovid-19 pandemisinde, batili iilkelerden destek alamayan
Sahraalti Afrika tlkeleri ve Burkina Faso’da, ciddi saglik krizleri bas gostermis ve batili ilkelere
karst kamuoyu tepkisine neden olmustur. Bu durum basta Cin olmak tizere, kendilerine yardimda
bulunan tlkelerle iliskilerin gelismesine olanak tanimustir. (iv) Tecriibe edilen tim bu siireglerde,
Burkina Faso’nun ve genel olarak Sahraaltt Afrika’nin geleneksel ittifak iligkileri asinmis, Cin ve
Rusya’nin  bolgenin siyasi ve ekonomik yasamindaki agirligi ve belirleyici roli daha da
keskinlesmistir. Mezkar tlkelerin, kendi etki alanlarint genisletmek icin bolgedeki otoriter liderlere
destek vermeleri demokratik gerilemeyi hizlandirmistir. Bu noktada, Traoré’nin Rusya-Afrika
Zirvesine katilmasi ve Kremlin’de agirlanmis olmast bolgedeki yeni ittifaklarin gelecegine yonelik
o6nemli bir fikir vermektedir. (v) Mali, Burkina Faso ve Nijer arasinda Sahel ittifakinin kurulmast,
ECOWAS’tan ¢ekilmesi ve Bat1 Afrika Ulkeleri Merkez Bankast (BCEAO)’dan da cekileceklerini
aciklamasi,  bolgedeki  otoriter  hikimetlerin  birbitlerini  destekleyerek  iktidarlarini
percinlediklerinin bir gostergesidir. Bati Afrika’daki ittifak iliskilerinin genislemesinin demokratik

gerilemeyi daha da hizlandiracagy asikardir.

Sonug olarak, Sahraalti Afrika’da ve Burkina Faso’da misahede ettigimiz demokratik
gerileme, bahsedilen igsel ve dissal faktorler nedeniyle hizla yayidmaktadir. Bolgedeki egitim
seviyesi yikseltilmeden bolgesel giivenligi saglamak admna ulusal ve uluslararast aktorler kararl bir
bicimde mobilize edilmeden ve gelir dagihmi stirdiiriilebilir bir esige tastnmadan bolgedeki trendin

tersine donmesi mimkiin géziikmemektedir.
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Arastirma Makalesi Ozet
Gelis Tarihi: . .. e = 5
Kenya ve Somali devletlerinin komsu iki tlke olmasi, Kenya’da
5 Mayis 2024 ) ) .
biytk bir Somali nifusunun olusmasinda etkili olmustur. Ayni
Kabul Tatihi: sekilde Ingiliz sémiirgeciliginin iki tilkeyi yonetmis olmast ve iki
30 Agustos 2024 tlke arasindaki stnurlarin tartismali bir sekilde ¢izilmesi, biytk bir

Somali nifusunu Kenya sinirlari icerisinde birakmustir. Kenya’da 2,5
milyon Somalilinin yasadigi soylenmektedir. Ancak Kenyalilar ve
Kenya’da yasayan Somalililer bu sayinin 5 milyon civarinda
oldugunu iddia etmektedirler. Kenya’da bulunan Somali niifusu
ekonomi, siyaset gibi bircok alanda etkili olmaktadir. Ornegin 2017
yiinda Kenya hiikiimet kabinesinde iki Somali kokenli bakan
bulunurken, parlamentodaki c¢ogunluk hikiimetinin liderinin de
Somali kokenli olmast bu diasporanin etkisini gostermektedir. Bu
calismada diasporanin ilkenin ekonomik ve siyasi durumuna
onemli  Olcide etki ettigi  tartisdmaktadir.  Bu  calisma
gerceklestirilirken literatlir taramast yapilmis, Kenya’da bulunan
Somali diasporasinin tarihine, gelisimine ve bugliniine bakilmustir.
Bu makaleler yorumsamact yontem ile agiklanmistir. Arastirma
Anahtar Kelimeler: Kenya, Kenya’da bulunan Somali diasporasinin Kenya siyasetine, kultirtine
Somali, Diaspora, Ekonomi, ve ekonomisine ciddi bir etkisi oldugunu gostermistir. Calismaya

Siyaset baslanmadan 6nce 6ngorilen sonucun dogru oldugu anlagilmigtir.

Bolge Galigmalari Enstitiisii


mailto:mustafaeminsaglam@gmail.com

Bolge Calismalari Dergisi §

Somali Diasporasinin Kenya Siyasetine, Kiiltiiriine ve Ekonomisine Etkileri

The Impact of the Somali Diaspora on Kenyan Politics, Culture and

Economy

Mustafa Emin Saglam

PhD  Student, Institute

for

Area  Studies, Social Sciences  University —of  Ankara,

mustafaeminsaglam@gmail.com, ORCID: 0000-0002-2645-0574.

Research Article
Submitted:
5 May 2024

Accepted:
30 August 2024

Keywords: Kenya, Somalia,
Diaspora, Economy,

Politics

Abstract

Kenya and Somalia are two neighboring countries has been
effective in the formation of a large Somali population in Kenya.
Likewise, British colonialism ruled the two countries and the
controversial drawing of the borders between the two countries left
a large Somali population within the borders of Kenya. 2.5 million
Somalis live in Kenya. However, Kenyans and Somalis claim that
this number is around 5 million. Somali population in Kenya is
influential in many areas such as economy and politics. For
example, while there were two ministers of Somali origin in the
Kenyan government cabinet in 2017, the leader of the majority
government in the parliament is also of Somali origin. In this study,
it is argued that diaspora significantly affects the economic and
political situation of the country. While carrying out this study, a
literature review was made and the history, development and
present of the Somali diaspora in Kenya were examined. These
articles are explained with the hermeneutic method. The research
has shown that the Somali diaspora in Kenya has a serious impact
on Kenyan politics, culture, and economy. It was understood that

the result predicted before the start of the study was correct.
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Girig

Kenya’daki Somali diasporasinin Kenya ile Somali arasindaki iliski tizerinde derin bir etkisi
bulunmaktadir. Yillar gectikce 6nemli sayida Somalili, basta Nairobi ve kuzeydogu bélgesi olmak
tzere Kenya’nin ¢esitli bolgelerine gé¢ etmis ve bu topraklara yerlesmistir. 1950 yilinda Cibuti’den
Kenya’ya kadar uzanan topraklara Somali ad: verilmis, 1960 yilindan itibaren ise Somali ve diger
tlkeler bagimsiz devletler olmustur. Ayrica Somali, 1967 yiinda Kenya ile yaptigt anlagsma
sonucunda Kenya topraklarindaki hak iddialarindan vazge¢mistir (Kavas, 2009). Uzun yillar Kenya
topraklarinin  Somali’nin  bir parcast olmus olmast Kenya’da ciddi bir Somali nifusunun
olusmasinda basat rol oynamistir. Ayrica Somali igerisinde uzun yillardir stregelen i¢
huzursuzluklar, Somalililerin Kenya’ya gé¢ etmesine sebep olmus, zaman igerisinde Kenya’da
Somali diasporast ortaya ¢tkmustir. Yunancadan tiireyen diaspora kelimesi saga sola sagilmis tohum
anlamina gelmekte iken glinimizde aymi etnik grup anlaminda kullanidmaktadir. Ancak
kaynaklarda diaspora kelimesinden bahsedilirken yurtdisinda yasayan ayni etnik gruba sahip

topluluklar olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Kelimenin tam olarak ne anlama geldigi noktasinda

tartismalar hala sirmektedir (Yaldiz, 2013: 291).

Diaspora kavrami milattan 6nce 800-600°14 yillarda Filistin disinda yasayan Yahudileri
ifade etme amactyla kullanilirken, Antik Yunanlarin Akdeniz’i kolonilestirme siirecini agiklamak
icinde diaspora kavrami kullanilmistir. Onceleri yerlerinden ayrilip baska yere yerlesen Yahudileri
ifade etmek icin kullanilan bu kavram, sonrasinda basta Afrikalilar ve Ermeniler olmak tzere
baska topluluklari da igerisine almustir. 1965 yilina kadar Afrika diasporast kavrami bulunmazken,
Abiola Irele tarafindan ilk kez bu tarihte kavramdan bahsedilmistir (Yaldiz, 2013: 294). Uzun yillar
boyunca yerlerinden edilen Yahudilere atfedilen diaspora kavraminin Afrikalilar icin 1965 yilina
kadar kullanilmamast manidardir. Ctunkt ylzyillar boyunca koélelik amaciyla dinyanin dort bir
tarafina gotirilen Afrikaldar oralarda hayat kurmuglardir. Ancak Afrika igerisinde gerceklesen
goglere iliskin diaspora kavraminin kullanilmamast makul karsilanabilir. Ciinki uzun yillar koloni
olarak Batili devletler tarafindan yonetilmeleri sebebiyle tlkeler arasi geciskenligin fazla olmasi

diasporanin anlami bakimmndan eksik kalmasina sebebiyet vermektedir.

Bu ¢alismada, Kenya’daki Somali diasporasinin Kenya-Somali iliskisi Gzerindeki ¢cok yonlii
etkisini kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve politik boyutlara odaklanarak arastirmaktadir. Ilk olarak Kenya
hakkinda kisa bilgiler verilen bu c¢alismada Somali diasporasinin nasil ve ne zaman olustugundan

da bahsedilmis, ikinci olarak ise Somali hakkinda kisa bilgiler verilerek, Somalililerin Kenya ile
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miinasebetlerinin baslamasindaki tarihsel siirec actklanmaya calistlmistir. Uciincii olarak Kenya’da
bulunan Somali diasporasinin olusumunda g¢ok buytk bir etkisi bulunan Kenya-Somali sinir
anlasmazligi acgiklanmistir. Bu bélimde Kenya-Somali arasinda yasanan catismalarin  en
onemlilerinden olan Shiffa catismast irdelenmistir. Ardindan Kenya’da bulunan Somalililerin
kilttrel agidan Kenya’daki etkisinden bahsedilmistir. Kiltirel etkiden sonra ekonomik katkilara
deginilip, sonrasinda Somali diasporasinin Kenya’daki siyasi katilimi durumu incelenmistir. Ayni

zamanda her baslik altinda var olan negatif etkiler irdelenmistir.

Yazar, Kenya’nin baskenti Nairobi’de birka¢ glin boyunca Somali diasporasina mensup
Kenyallar ile vakit gecirme imkani bulmustur. Géristlen Somali kékenli Kenyalilar sivil toplum
faaliyetleri ile ugrasirlarken bir yandan da turizm, elektrik-elektronik alim-satimi gibi ticari islerde
yurtitmektedirler. Kendilerini Somali kékenli Kenyali olarak tanitan bu kisiler ile Ramazan ayinda
ihtiyag¢ sahibi insanlara erzak yardimi amacityla dagitima cikilmistir. Kenya’nin en kalabalik ntfuslu
ve en tehlikeli mahallesi olarak kabul edilen Eastleigh mahallesinde bazi aileler ziyaret edilmistir.
Bu ziyaretler esnasinda evlerde Somalice yayin yapan televizyon kanallarinin seyredildigi, ihtiyac
sahibi kisilerin Somali kékenli olduklart anlasilmistir. Sivil toplum faaliyetlerini surdiiren kisilerin
Kenya’da dogup biyimelerine, Kenya kimlikleri olmalarina ragmen Kenya’da yasayan Somalili
ithtiyag¢ sahiplerine yardim etmeyi 6ncelediklerine sahit olunmustur. Her ne kadar sadece Somali
kokenlilere degil Kenya’da yasayan butiin ihtiya¢ sahiplerine yardim etmeye ¢alistiklarini belirtseler
de Somali kokenlilere karsi sempatilerinin daha fazla oldugunu belirtmislerdir.  Nairobi’nin
merkezinde yer alan ve sehrin en biiylik cami olan “Jamia Mosque” isimli cami ¢evresinde bulunan
neredeyse bitiin diikkanlar Somali kékenli Kenyalilara aittir. Cami cemaatini olusturan insanlar
arasindan ¢ok sayida Somali kokenli Kenyali bulunmaktadir. Kenya’da edindigi bu tecriibe sonrasi
kaynak taramast yapan yazar, Tirkce literatiirde Kenya’da yasayan Somualililer hakkinda herhangi
bir ¢alisma bulamamustir. Ayni sekilde uluslararast kaynaklarda da dogrudan Kenya’da bulunan
Somali diasporast hakkinda yapilan calisma ¢ok azdir. Bu manzarayt gbéren yazar, bu konu
hakkinda literatiire katk: saglamayr amaclamis, Turkce arastirma yapan c¢alismacilara ve Afrika

calisan kisilere fikri manada bir kap1 aralamay1 imit etmektedir.
1. Teorik Cerceve

Diaspora kavrami Uluslararast Go¢ Orgiitiine gére “vatanindan ayrilmis, fakat vatani ile
baglarini strdiren, etnik ve ulusal toplum tyeleri” olarak tanimlanmustir. IOM, 2024). Etimolojik

olarak diaspora sozcigi incelendiginde ise kelimenin kékeninin antik Yunan dénemine uzandig
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belirtilmektedir. Yunanca “ile” yahut “sonucunda” manasina gelen dia kelimesi ile “dagidma”
olarak aciklanan speiro sozctiklerinin birlesmesi ile ortaya ¢ikan “diaspeiro” kavrami, Antik Yunan
déneminde metropolis olarak ifade edilen ana sehirlerden ¢ikan insanlarin gb¢ etmesi ya da
kolonizasyonu anlatmak icin kullanilmistir (Cohen, 1997: 1-20). Ermeni, Yunan, Afrika
diasporalarinin varligr ile alakali ¢ok sayida bilgiye ulasilmasina ragmen giniimiizden birka¢ yil
Oncesine kadar diaspora kavrami Yahudilerin surgiin edildikten sonra dagilmalarini agiklamak
amactyla kullanidmistir (Ulusoy, 2015: 210). Akademik literatirde bugiine dek calisilan diaspora
kavramt dort  farkll grubun zerinde sekillenmistir. Bu  diasporalar Amerika Birlesik
Devletlerindeki (ABD) Afrika ve Irlanda diasporalar, ABD ve Fransa basta olmak iizere Avrupa,
Avustralya ve birkag Giiney Amerika tlkesine dagilan Ermeni diasporast ve son olarak ise
Ortadogu ve Avrupa tlkelerinde varligini gosteren Filistin diasporasidir (Cohen, 1997: 178).
Yukarida bahsedilen diasporalarin en 6nemli ortak 6zelligi ise hepsi vatan topraklarindan zorla
gonderilmis olmalari ve birgok stkinttya maruz kalmalaridir. Diasporanin kelime anlami olarak
“sturglin” seklinde tanimlanmasi bu topluluklar sayesinde anlam kazanmistir (Ulusoy, 2015: 212).
Ne yazik ki diaspora calismalari icinde Afrika icerisinde ortaya ¢ikan diasporalar hakkinda yeterli

calisma bulunmamakta, bu tir bir diasporanin varligi tam olarak anlasilmamaktadir.

Klasik diaspora yaklasimlari, Yahudi Diasporasinin tarihsel deneyimlerini baslangic noktasi
olarak alirken, modern diaspora yaklagimlart ulus-asirilasma  ve kiresellesme olgularini
vurgulamaktadir. Klasik diaspora, merkeziyetci bir kimlik unsuru olarak varlik gosterirken, modern
diaspora, kultirel melezlesme ve ulus-asiri alanlarda var olma gibi dinamikleri icermektedir.

Ulusoy (2015), modern diaspora teorilerinin temel dinamiklerini su sekilde agiklamaktadir:
Kiiresellesme ve Ulus-agsirilagma:

1. Modern diaspora teorileri, artan hareketlilik, iletisim teknolojileri ve ekonomik kargilikls
bagimliligin  diaspora topluluklar1 ile ana vatanlari arasindaki baglantilart nasi

glclendirdigini vurgular.

2. Ulus-asirilasma, diaspora bireylerinin ve gruplarinin smurlar 6tesinde  stirdirdiikleri

baglar1 ve etkilesimleri ifade eder, bu da ayn1 anda birden fazla yere aidiyet hissi uyandirir.
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Kiiltiirel Melezlesme:

1. Modern diaspora teorileri, diaspora topluluklarinin ev sahibi toplumlarla etkilesime
girdiginde meydana gelen kilturlerin kaynasmasini vurgular. Bu kiltturel melezlesme stireci
hem ana vatandan hem de ev sahibi kiltiirden 6geler iceren yeni, senkretik kiltiirel

bicimlerin yaratilmasina yol agar.
Kimlik ve Aidiyet:

1. Bu teoriler, diaspora kimliklerinin nasil olustugunu ve miizakere edildigini arastirir.
Kimligi sabit ve tekil olarak gérmek yerine, modern diaspora teorileri kimligi akiskan,
coklu ve hem ana vatan hem de ev sahibi toplumla strekli etkilesimler yoluyla insa edilen

bir sey olarak gorir.

2. Teoriler, diaspora bireylerinin ana vatana aidiyet duygusunu, ev sahibi toplumda

yasadiklart deneyimler ve entegrasyonla nasil dengelediklerini inceler.

Sosyal ve Politik Katilim:

1. Modern diaspora teorileri, diaspora topluluklarinin hem ev sahibi ilkelerde hem de
koken tilkelerinde oynadiklart siyasi ve sosyal rolleri arastirir. Bu, savunuculuk, lobicilik ve

ulus-asirt siyasi hareketlere katiimlarint igerir.

2. Ayrica diaspora topluluklarinin, havaleler, yatirimlar ve bilgi ve becerilerin transferi
yoluyla ana vatanlarinin sosyal ve ekonomik gelisimine nasil katkida bulunduklarini da

incelerler.
Zorluklar ve Firsatlar:

1. Bu teoriler, diaspora topluluklarinin karsilastigr ayrimecilik, marjinallesme ve kulttrel

korunma miicadelesi gibi zorluklar: ele alir.

2. Ayrica, diaspora deneyimlerinden kaynaklanan, cesitli kiltiirel baglamlarda gezinme ve
etkileme yetenegi ve farkli toplumlar arasinda koprii olma potansiyeli gibi firsatlar1 da

vurgular.
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Genis capta taninan modern diaspora teorilerinden biri “Ulusasirt Sosyal Alanlar”
teorisidir. Bu teori, diaspora topluluklarinin ulusal sinirlart asarak siirdirdigi dinamik ve ¢ok
katmanlt baglantilart vurgular, bu da kéken tlkeleri ile ev sahibi tilkeleri arasinda strekli ekonomik,
sosyal ve kilttrel alisverisi kolaylastirir. Bu ¢alismada Ulus-agirt Sosyal Alanlar teorisi aracihigy ile
Kenya’da yasayan Somali diasporasi incelenmektedir. Bu teori ilk olarak diasporanin bireyleri ve
gruplari, ev sahibi tilkeleri ile kéken tlkelerini baglayan aglar olusturdugunu ve siirdirdigini iddia
eder. Bu aglar, sinirlar 6tesinde bilgi, kaynaklar ve insanlarin akisint mimkiin kilarak karmastk bir
iliskiler ve etkilesimler agt olusturur. Tkinci olarak diaspora topluluklari, memleketlerinin ekonomik
ve sosyal gelisiminde 6nemli bir rol oynar. Havale génderme, yatirim yapma ve beceri ile bilgi
transferi yoluyla yapilan bu katkilar, genellikle yoksullugun azaltilmasina, egitimin desteklenmesine
ve ekonomik biiyiimenin tesvik edilmesine yardimct olur. Ugiincii olarak ise teori, diaspora
bireylerinin ve gruplarinin, ev sahibi toplumlar icinde kilttrel kimliklerini nasil yoénettiklerini
incelerken, kiltiirel miraslariyla baglarini stirdirmelerini arastirir. Bu siireg, genellikle melez
kimliklerin ve farkli topluluklar arasinda kiltiirel pratiklerin degisiminin olusmasina yol agtigini

belirtir (Faist, 2000: 195-241).

Diger bir olgu ise diaspora topluluklarinin hem ev sahibi tlkelerinde hem de koéken
tlkelerinde siyasi faaliyetlerde bulundugunu belirtir. Bu, insan haklari savunuculugu, siyasi
reformlar ve topluluklarina fayda saglayan diaspora politikalarini desteklemeyi icermektedir. Son
olarak ise Ulus-asir1 sosyal alanlar, diaspora topluluklarinin gelismesi igin firsatlar sunarken, kimlik
catismalari, ayrimeilik ve kiltiirel mirasi koruyarak ev sahibi topluma entegre olma miucadelesi gibi
zorluklar1 da beraberinde getirmektedir. Bu teori, kiresellesme ve gb¢tin diaspora bireylerinin ve
topluluklarinin yasamlarini nasil sekillendirdigini anlamada 6zellikle faydalidir, bugtiniin birbirine

bagli diinyasinda sinir 6tesi baglantilart sirdiirmenin 6nemini vurgular (Hall, 1990: 222-237).

2. Kenya’nin Sosyo-Politik Gortiniimii

Resmi olarak Kenya Cumbhuriyeti olarak bilinen Kenya, Dogu Afrika’da bulunan bir
tlkedir. Kenya, kuzeyde Etiyopya, kuzeydoguda Somali, glineyde Tanzanya, batida Uganda,
kuzeybatida Guney Sudan ve gineydoguda Hint Okyanusu ile komsudur. Kiyt seridi, savan
otlaklari, yaylalar ve Biyiik Rift Vadisi dahil olmak tizere ¢ok ¢esitli bir cografyaya sahiptir.

Nairobi, Kenya’nin baskenti ve en buytk sehridir. Kenya’nin ntfusunun 53 milyonun

tizerinde oldugu distnilmektedir. Nifusu igerisinde bagta Kikuyu, Kalenjin, Luo ve Somali dahil
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olmak tizere 40’tan fazla farkli etnik grubu barindirmaktadir. Bu niifusun yiizde 6 civarint
Kenya’da yasayan Somalililer olusturmaktadir (The World Factbook, 2024). Kenya niifusunun
yuzde 53’4 Hristiyan, yiizde 7°si Misliman, geri kalanin diger inanislara mensup oldugu resmi
kaynaklarda ge¢mektedir. Ancak Miuslimanlar kendi niifuslarinin yiizde 20 civarinda oldugunu
iddia etmektedir (Kavas, 2022). Kenya’nin resmi dilleri Ingilizce ve Svahili dilidir. Ingilizce is
dinyasinda, hikiimet islerinde ve egitimde yaygin olarak konusulurken, Svahili ulusal dildir ve
farkli etnik gruplar arasinda ortak dil olarak kullanilmaktadir (Insamer, 2023). 17. yiizyildan
itibaren Kenya sahil seridi Umman’dan gb¢ eden Mazrui ailesi tarafindan uzun yillar yonetilmistir.
Dogu Afrika’da Hint Okyanusuna uzunca bir kiyist bulunan Kenya, yiizyillar boyunca Arap
tliccarlarin ugrak noktast olmustur. Bu Arap tiiccarlar ilkeye zaman igerisinde yerleserek, kendi
devletlerinin de destegiyle yonetimi ele gecirmeye calismuslardir. Ozellikle Umman Sultanligt
Tanzanya, Zanzibar ve Kenya sahil kesiminde etkili olmus, bu bélgeleri kendi sultanliklarina
baglamislardir. Yerli halkin bir kismi Arap yonetimine karst ¢iksa da bir kismi bu yonetimi kabul
etmistir. Yonetimi kabul etmeyen Kenya halki daha ¢ok i¢ bolgelerde yasamustir. Bu sebeple Arap
yonetimi daha ¢ok sahil seridi ile stnurlt kalmistir. Ancak Arap tiiccarlar i¢ bolgelere de ticaret
yapmaya devam etmiglerdir. 1885 yilinda diizenlenen Berlin Konferans: sonrasinda Kenya
yonetimi Birlesik Krallik’a verilmistir. Her ne kadar Umman kokenli Zanzibar Sultanligi kagit
ustiinde Kenya’nin bir kismini yonetse de Birlesik Krallik bu tlkenin hamisi olmustur. Hatta
bolgenin adt Dogu Afrika Koruyuculugu olarak benimsenmistir. Birlesik Krallik’mn boyundurugu
altina giren Kenya’da kabilelerin bircogu yeni yonetimi benimsememis, ¢esitli isyan girisimlerinde
bulunmustur. Ancak 1920 yiinda Dogu Afrika Koruyuculugu ismi Kenya olarak degismis ve
Kenya Birlesik Krallik’in dogrudan sémiirgesi haline gelmistir (The World Factbook, 2024).

Kenya, bagkanlik temsilcisini temsil eden demokratik bir cumhuriyettir. Cumhurbaskani
hem devletin hem de hiikiimetin basidir. Ulke, her bes yilda bir diizenlenen diizenli segimlerle ok
partili bir sisteme sahiptir. Halk Cumbhurbaskanini dogrudan se¢mektedir. Kenya, gesitli
sektorlerin bulundugu karma bir ekonomiye sahiptir. Tarim, niifusun buytk bir bolimini
istthdam eden ve cay, kahve, ¢icek ve bahge triinleri gibi ihracata katkida bulunan énemli bir rol
oynamaktadir. Diger 6nemli sektorler arasinda turizm, imalat, hizmetler ve bilgi teknolojisi
bulunmaktadir (Britannica, 2023). Kenya, i¢inde bulundurdugu onlarca etnik grubun kendi
geleneklerine, mizigine, dansina ve sanatina sahip oldugu zengin bir kiltiirel mirasa sahiptir.

Kendine 6zgl kiyafetleri ve gelenekleriyle 6zellikle Masai etnik grubu kiltirel agidan en meshur
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olanidir. Ulkede bulunan Somali niifusu da kendi kiiltiitlerini ve yasam tarzlarini korumaktadir.

Kenya’da ¢ok sayida Somali restorani ve is merkezi bulunmaktadir (Muchiri, 2021).

Kenya nufusunun ylzde 6’sina tekabil eden Somali koékenli kisilerin Kenya’ya gelis
tarihlerinin 16. ytizyila dayandigi belirtiimektedir. Kenya’nin Kuzeydogu Eyaleti olarak adlandirilan
bolgede tarihsel olarak cogunlukla Somalililer yasamaktaydi. Kolonyal dénemde Ingilizler
tarafindan yonetilen bu bolge, Somali’nin bagimsizhigr sonrasinda orada yasayan halk Somali’ye
baglanmak istemesine ragmen Somali’den koparilarak Kenya’ya birakilmistir. O dénem gayri resmi
olarak gerceklestirilen halkoylamasi Somali lehine sonuglansa da Ingilizler sonucu kabul
etmemistir (Howard, 1986). 1991 yilinda Somali’de ortaya cikan i¢ savas sonrasinda ytlzbinlerce
Somalili Kenya’nin kuzeydogusunda bulunan bu bélgeye go¢ ederek, bélgedeki kamplara
yerlesmistir. I¢c savas sonrasinda dahi kuraklik, aclik, ekonomik krizler, teror gibi olumsuzluklarla
ugrasan Somali halki Kenya’ya dogru go¢ hareketini devam ettirmistir. 2019 yilinda net olmayan
rakamlara goére bu kamplarda 400.000’den fazla insan yasamaktadir. Bir¢ok Somalili bu
kamplardan c¢ikarak Kenya’nin diger schirlerinden hayatta kalmaya calismaktadirlar. Kamplardan
bazilarint kapatmak isteyen Kenya htukiimeti bu kamplarin giivenlik acisindan tlkeye zafiyet

olusturdugunu iddia etmektedir (VOA, 2021).
3. Somali’nin Sosyo-Politik Gériiniimii

Resmi olarak Somali Federal Cumbhuriyeti olarak bilinen Somali, Afrika Boynuzunda
bulunan bir tlkedir. Afrika’nin dogu kiyisinda yer alir ve batida Etiyopya, kuzeybatida Cibuti,
glineybatida Kenya ve kuzeyde Aden Korfezi ile komsudur. Hint Okyanusu boyunca uzun bir kiy
seridine sahiptir. Ulkenin cografyast kurak ovalar, yiiksek daglar ve platolarla cesitlilik
gostermektedir. Mogadisu, Somali’nin baskenti ve en buytk sehridir. Somali’nin nifusu 15
milyonun tizerinde oldugu dustnilmektedir (Britannica, 2023). Somali halki baskin etnik gruptur
ve nifusun ¢ogunlugu Islam inancini sahiptir. Somali’nin resmi dili Somalice’dir. Arapga ayni
zamanda yaygin olarak konusulmakta ve dini ve ticari amaglarla kullanilmaktadir (Kavas, 2009).
Somali federal bir parlamenter cumbhuriyettir. Cumhurbagkani devletin bagidir, Basbakan ise
hiikiimetin basidir. Ulkenin Halk Meclisi ve Ust Meclisten olusan iki meclisli bir parlamentosu
bulunmaktadir (Britannica,2023). Somali’nin ekonomisi tarim, hayvancilik ve balik¢iliga dayalidir.
Deve, keci ve koyun dahil olmak tzere hayvancilik tretimi ekonomiye onemli bir katki
saglamaktadir. Ulke ayrica, kullanilmayan petrol rezervleri ve mineraller de dahil olmak iizere

potansiyel dogal kaynaklara sahiptir. Ancak Somali iginde ve sinir tlkeleri ile yasadigt catigmalar,
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istikrarsizliklar sebebiyle ekonomik zorluklar yasamaktadir. Bu kaynaklart verimli bir sekilde
kullanamamaktadir (Desai, 2019). Somali kiiltiirii, Islami geleneklerden giiclii bir sekilde etkilenen
zengin ve icinde barmndirdigr etnik gruplar sebebiyle gesitlidir. Somali halkinin uzun bir gbgebe,
hayvancilik ve ticaret gegmisi bulunmaktadir (Britannica, 2023).

Somali, 10. yiizyildan itibaren Arap ve Persli Muslimanlarin ilgisini ¢ekmistir. Afrika
Boynuzu kavramimnin bu tlke sebebiyle ortaya ¢tkmis olmasi, Aden Korfezi ve Hint Okyanusuna
uzunca bir sinirt olmasi, Arap cografyasina fiziki olarak yakinhgi, yeraltt ve yeriistii zenginliklerin
coklugu gibi nedenlerden 6tiird ticari bir Gis olarak kullanilmistir. Hatta o donemlerde dahi Cin’e
kadar uzanan ticari rotanin icerisinde bulunmustur. Somali topraklart uzun yillar boyunca bir¢ok
etnik grubun miicadelesine sahne olmustur. Buginki Etiyopya topraklarinda yasayan Oromo
etnik grubu bu topraklart ele gecirmeye calismustir. Arap yarimadasindan geldigi tahmin edilen
buytk bir grup Somali topraklarina yerlesmis ve Oromolart uzaklastirmistir. Arap yarimadasindan
gelen bu grup Somali tarihinde bilinen ilk buytk gé¢ hareketini olusturmustur. Somali uzun yillar
emperyalist devletler tarafindan sémturge olarak kullanidmistir (Britannica, 2023). 1880’1 yillarin
ortasinda Somali’nin bir kismi Italyanlar tarafindan soémirgelestirilitken, bir kismi Ingilizler
tarafindan sémiirgelestirilmistir (Luscombe, 2023). 1884 yilinda Somali’nin bir kismini Ingilizler
ele gecirirken, Italyanlar ise 1889 yilinda kalan bolgeleri kontrol etmeye baslamislardir. Bu sémiirge
yonetimi 1960 yilina kadar devam etmistir. 1941 yihnda Ikinci Diinya Savast devam ederken
Ingilizler, Italyanlarin yonettigi Somali kismini da isgal ederek Somali tizerinde tam hakimiyet
kurmuglardir. 1960 yilina gelindiginde ise Somali’de iki ayri bagimsiz devlet ortaya c¢ikmustir
(Britannica, 2009). Ingilizlerin yénettigi Somali kismi Somaliland isimli bir devlet haline gelmis
ancak kisa siire sonra 6nce Italyanlarin yonettigi ardindan Ingilizlerin isgal ettigi Somali kismi ile

birleserek Somali Cumhuriyetini olusturmustur (Luscombe, 2023).
4. Sinir Anlagmazlig1 ve Gog

Italyanlarin ve Ingilizlerin Somali {izerinde hakimiyet kurdugu doénemlerde ¢ok sayida
Somalili Kenya’ya gd¢ etmis veya goce zorlanmistir. Ozellikle Etiyopya’nin Somali’nin bazt
bolgelerinde hak iddia etmesi sonucunda ¢atismalar yasanmustir. Bu ¢atismalardan kagan insanlar
komsu topraklar olmast ve bircok Somali’nin halihazirda Kenya’da yasamasi sebebiyle Kenya’ya
g6¢ etmislerdir. Ayrica bu donemde sinir kavrami Afrika devletlerinde tam anlamiyla olusmadig:
icin tlkeler arasi gegisler gérece kolay olmustur. 1950°1i yilarda Kenya’da yasayan Somalili say1si

50.000 civart olarak soéylense de donemin sartlart geregi niifus saymmi tam manastyla
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yapilamamistir. Bu sebeple o donemde Kenya’da yasayan Somalili sayisinin ¢ok daha fazla oldugu
ifade edilmektedir (Waterfield, 1956: 52-60).

Somali’nin bagimsizhgt elde ettigi zaman Ingilizler tarafindan cizilen smirlar Kenya ile
Somali arasinda biiyitk anlasmazliklara yol acmustir. Ingilizlerin biitiin Somalililer birlik olmali
sOylemini savunmasina ragmen halkin c¢ogunlugunun Somalili oldugu Kuzeydogu Bélgesi
Somali'ye verilmemistir. Oncesinde ayrt bir bélge olarak Ingilizler tarafindan duyurulan
Kuzeydogu Bolgesi, Kenya’nin bagimsizligi ile Kenya sinirlarina dahil edilmistir. Bélgede yasayan
Somualililer Kenya’ya baglanmak istemediklerini dile getirmelerine ragmen Birlesik Krallik ve
Kenya devleti bunu umursamamistir. Bunun sonucunda Somali Hitkimeti, Birlesik Krallik ile
iliskilerini keserek siyasi gerginlik olusturmustur (Kromm, 1967: 361). Somali’nin hak iddia ettigi
ve Kenya’nin sahiplendigi topraklarda yasayan Somalililer milis kuvvetleri olusturarak, Kenya
silahlt kuvvetleri ile ¢atismaya baslamistir. Bu ¢atismalar Kenya ve Somali arasinda yasanan Shifta

Savas’nin baslangici olarak ifade edilmektedir (Yildirim, 2022: 7-25).

Shifta, Etiyopya’nin Amhara dilinde “haydutlar” anlamina gelmektedir. Kuzey Dogu
Bolgesi’nde bulunan 6zellikle Somalili gencler tarafindan olusturulan silahli milisler Kenya Silahli
Kuvvetleri ile catismalara girmistir. Bu milisler Somali tarafindan egitilmis, mihimmatlari Somali
ordusu tarafindan saglanmistir (Whittaker, 2012: 391-408). Milliyet¢i olarak tanimlanan Somalili
milisler tarafindan hiikiimet binalarina saldirilar gerceklestirilmis, Kenyalt btirokratlara karst suikast
eylemleri diizenlenmis, bolgede insa edilmeye ¢alisilan yapilara sabotaj eylemleri diizenlenmistir.
Bu milisler icerisinde bulunan lokal gruplar ise ¢atismalara su kaynaklarina erisim, toprak ve diger
kaynaklart kontrol etme amaciyla dahil olmustur (Whittaker, 2015: 69). Kenya Devlet Baskani
Jomo Kenyatta bu milisleri ilke bitunligine zarar veren ceteler olarak tanimlamis, Kenya
ordusunun cetelerle miicadeleden geri adim atmayacagini ifade etmistir. Kenya ordusunun Kuzey
Dogu Bolgesi'nde “haydutlara” karst gerceklestirdigi operasyonlarda ¢ok sayida masum koyli
oldurtlmiis ya da tutuklanmustir. Bunun sonucunda halk tarafindan Kenya’ya karst topyekan bir
micadele baslamis, Somali Cumhuriyeti bu catismalara resmi olarak dahil olmustur. Kenya ordusu
ise catismalar sonucunda operasyonlarini Somali sinirlart igerisine dogru tagmmustir. Kenya’da
yasayan Somalili milisler tarafindan saldiridar Somali sinirinda bulunan polis karakollari, askeri tisler
gibi noktalar ile baslamis, ardindan bu saldiridar Kenya’nin diger bolgelerine dogru genislemistir
(Whittaker, 2012: 391-408). 1967 yilina kadar devam eden catismalar Afrika Birligi’nin araya

girmesi sebebiyle ateskes ile sonuglanmustir. Somali, Kenya’nin toprak bitinligine saygt
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duydugunu agiklayarak, Kenya topraklarinda bulunan isyanct milisleri desteklemeyi birakacagini
aciklamis, Kenya ise Somali sinirlari igerisindeki operasyonlarint durdurarak kendi sinirlart
icerisinde isyancilarla miicadele edecegini agiklamustir (Whittaker, 2015: 131). Ancak 1969 yilinda
Somali Cumbhuriyeti’nde darbe olmus ve iktidara gelen darbe yonetimi Buyik Somali iddiasinda
vazge¢mediklerini beyan etmistir. Bu durum iki tlke arasinda gerginliklerin devam etmesine sebep
olmustur. Kenya hikiimeti Kuzey Dogu Bélgesi’ni 1991 yilina kadar olaganustii hal kanunlar ile
yonetmistir. Bu donemde ¢ok sayida insan haklari ihlalleri yasanmustir (International Crisis Group,
2012). Kuzey Dogu Bélgesi’nde bulunan deniz sinirlarinda yeralti kaynaklari bulunmas: sonucunda
Somali ve Kenya arasinda tekrar sinir anlasmazligi gerginligi c¢tkmistir. Bu gerginlik silahli
catismaya doniismemisse de politik olarak Kenya ve Somali arasinda mucadeleye sahne olmustur.
2014 yilinda Somali deniz sinirinda yasanan anlasmazligi Uluslararast Adalet Divani’na tagimistir.
Dava 2021 yilinda iki tlkenin arasini bulma amacl sonuglansa da Somali hikimeti yer altt
kaynaklart acisindan daha zengin olan bélgeyi almast sebebiyle daha memnun ayrilan taraf
olmustur. Kenya dava sonucundan memnun olmamast sebebiyle ki ilke arasindaki deniz sinirt

anlasmazligi hala devam etmektedir (Yildirim, 2022: 7-25).

Somali ve Kenya arasinda ortaya ¢ikan sinir catismalari sebebiyle ¢ok sayida Somalili
Kenya’nin bagka bolgelerine go¢ etmistir. Ozellikle baskent Nairobi'ye giden Somali kokenli
Kenyalilar orada Eastleigh mahallesinde yasamaktadir. Kenya’nin Kuzey Dogu Bolgesi’nde
cetelesmeler devam etmekte, givenlik anlaminda zafiyet bulunmaktadir. Es-sebab teror 6rgittinin
tartismalt bolgede ciddi oranda halktan destek aldigr iddia edilmektedir. Bu iddiay1 destekleyen en
onemli kanitlardan birisi o bolgede Kenya giivenlik giicleri ile yasanan catismalardir. Kenya
gvenlik giicleri tarafindan Somalili halka karst uygulanan tutum terér orgitlerinin giiclenmesine
katki saglamaktadir (Whittaker, 2012: 391-408). Ayrica tartismali bolgede miilteci kamplart
bulunmaktadir. Bu kamplarin ter6rii besledigi iddiasinda bulunan Kenya Hikimeti, iddiasinin
terér Orgutinin  saldirlarinin - yogunlastigt  bolgenin - Kuzey Dogu  Bolgesi  olmastyla
desteklemektedir. Kenya ve Somali sinirinda bulunan milteci kamplarina Somali’den ilk gogler

1991 yiinda Somali’de yasanan i¢ savas sonrasinda ortaya ¢ikmustir (Ikanda, 2018: 569-591).

1990 yilinda Somali’de yasayan mubhalifler bir araya gelerek diktator olarak nitelendirdikleri
Somali Cumhurbaskan: Siad Barre’nin istifasint istemislerdir. Ancak Barre bunu kabul etmemistir.
Avrupalt Devletlerin ve Misir arabuluculuk yapmaya calismis, muhalifler konusmanin tlkedeki

rejim degisikligine katkist olmayacagini savunmustur. Silahli gruplar ile Somali ordusu arasinda
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siddetli catismalar yasanmustir. Aynt zamanda tlke igerisinde bulunan farkli etnik gruplarda
birbirleri ile silahlt mtcadeleye girismistir. 1 yil boyunca stiren ¢atismalar neticesinde en az 14.000
insan hayatini kaybetmistir. Ancak bu rakam sadece bilinen can kayiplarini icermektedir. Koylerde
ve etnik gruplar arasindan yasanan c¢atismalarin sonucunda ka¢ insanin hayatini kaybettigi net
olarak bilinmemektedir. 1992 yilinda Birlesmis Milletler, Somali’'ye midahale etmistir. Bir¢ok
tlkeden asker Somali’ye gelerek catismalari sonlandirmaya calismustir. 1995 yilina kadar devam
eden yabanci midahaleler sonrasinda Somali’de durum az da olsa kontrol altina alinmustir. Bu

catismalar neticesinde 1,5 milyondan fazla Somalili gb¢ etmek zorunda kalmustir (Prunier, 1995).

Somali’den gdglerin birgogu cevre tlkeler olan Kenya ve Etiyopya’ya gerceklesmistir.
Kenya’nin Daadab bolgesinde 4 farkli milteci kampi kurulmustur. Bu kamplarin kapasitesi 90.000
civarinda olmasina ragmen 450.000’den fazla Somalili miilteci bu kamplarda yasamaktadir (Ikanda,
2018: 569-591). 1991 yilinda Somali’den Kenya’ya baslayan dogrudan gé¢ hareketi 2006 yilina
kadar surmustir. Somali icerisinde yasanan guvensizlik, kuraklik, aclik gibi sartlar Somalilileri gb¢
etmek zorunda birakmistir. Kenya devleti bu gé¢ hareketleri karsisinda gesitli politikalar iretmek
durumunda kalmistir. Somali’deki i¢ savasin yerini terér olusumlarina birakmast ve Kenya’ya go¢
eden Somalililerin igerisinde bu teror hareketlerine mensup insanlarin bulunmast Kenya i¢
politikasinda elestirilere yol agmaktadir. Ozellikle ekonomik yiikii ve giivenlik endisesi Kenyalilari
rahat etmektedir. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri (ABD) ve Avrupali bazi devletler Somalili go¢menler
sebebiyle Kenya’ya ekonomik destek saglamislardir. Ancak saglanan bu destek yeterli
olmamaktadir. Kenyalllar Somali’den gerceklesen go¢ hareketlerine karst devletin 6nlem almasini
talep etmektedir. Ciinkii multeci kamplarina gelen gé¢menler oradaki hayat sartlarinin ¢ok kotu
olmasi, hastaliklarin  yayginhigr gibi sebeplerden otiiri Kenya’nin  bagka sehirlerine go¢
etmektedirler. Gog ettikleri sehirlerde ortaya citkan ekonomik kayit disilik ilkede gilivensizlik
olusturmaktadir. 2011 yilindan itibaren Kenya’da baslayan terér olaylart bunun en buyik

gostergelerinden biridir (Lindley, 201: 14-49).
5. Kenya’daki Somali Diasporasinin Ulkeye Etkileri
5.1. Kiiltiirel Etki

Somali diasporasinin Kenya’daki varligi, iki tlke arasinda zengin bir kultirel ahgveris
yapilmasint kolaylastirmistir. Somali’nin kaltirel uygulamalari, gelenekleri, muzigi ve mutfag

Kenya’nin kiiltiirel yapisinin ayrilmaz bir parcast haline gelmistir. Ornegin Somali dili, énemli
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miktarda Somali nufusunun bulundugu bélgelerde yaygin olarak konusulmakta ve anlasilmaktadir
(Omeje ve Mwangi, 2014: 185-217). Bu kiltirleraras: etkilesim, Kenyalilar ve Somalililer arasinda
anlays ve takdir duygusunu giiclendirerek kulttirel uyumu ve sosyal uyumu tesvik etmektedir. Bu
durum Kenya’nin Somali’nin zengin kultiirel mirasini 6grenmesine ve Somali’nin de Kenya’da
yasayan Somalililer araciligi ile Kenya’nin zengin kiltiiriint tanimasina katki saglamaktadir. Tabi
kilttrel etkilesim her zaman olumlu olmamaktadir. Kenyali Somalililer kendilerini ait hissetme
noktasinda sikinti yasamaktadirlar. Kendi kulttrlerini, dillerini, yasam tarzlarini Kenya’da da
devam ettiren Somaliler ile Kenyallar arasinda kiltirel strtismeler meydana gelmektedir

(Scharrer, 2018: 494-513).

2013 yiinda Kenya’nin baskenti Nairobi’de gerceklesen Es-sebab ter6r orgiitiiniin saldirist
sonrasinda Kenyalt Somalililer basin tarafindan hedef gosterilmislerdir. Saldirinin sorumlusu olarak
lanse edilen Kenyali Somalililer, toplum tarafindan ayrimciik gérmeye baslamistir. Bunun
sonucunda is ve gunlik hayatlarindan zorluk yasamislardir (Mutambo, 2013). Somali kokenli
insanlarin yasadigi Nairobi’nin Fastleigh mahallesinde bulunan ¢ok sayida esnaf terérle micadele
bahanesiyle Kenya polisi tarafindan dukkanlarmnin talan edildigini, hara¢ kesildigini, gézaltina
alindiklarini ifade etmistir. Bunun sonucunda bir¢ok Somali kékenli vatandas isletmelerini gegici
veya kalict olarak kapatmak zorunda kalmistir. Polis baskinlari sebebiyle Kenya’yr terk etmek
zorunda kalan Somualililer bankalardan 500 milyon dolarin tizerinde para ¢ekmis, tilke ekonomisine

ciddi oranda zarar vermistir (Mohamed, 2013).

Es-sebab teror orgiittiniin saldiridart sonrasinda Kenya polisi kiiglik Somali olarak da
adlandirillan Eastleigh mahallesinde operasyonlar diizenlemistir. Birkac giin igerisinde 3000’den
fazla Somalili go¢meni evragt olmadigs sebebiyle gozaltina alarak sinir dist etmistir. Ayrica Kenya
Hiktmeti kayitsiz olarak Nairobi’de yagayan butiin Somalililerin gé¢men olarak kamplarina geri
donmesini eger yakalanirlarsa ¢ok ciddi sorunlarla karsilasacaklarint beyan etmisticr (NBC News,
2014). Kenya’nin Somali kokenli Savunma Bakani Aden Barre, tlkede bulunan Somali kékenli
Kenyallarin rkeiliga maruz birakilmamasini gerektigini, Somali kékenlilerin Kenya’ya kiiltiirel ve

ekonomik agidan ciddi katkilar1 oldugunu her firsatta dile getirmektedir (BBC, 2022).
5.2. Ekonomik Etki

Kenya’daki Somali diasporast her iki tilkeye de 6nemli ekonomik katkiarda bulunmaktadir.
Kenya’daki pek ¢ok Somalili, kiigtik perakende magazalardan buytik 6lgekli isletmelere kadar ¢esitli
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isletmeler kurarak hem Somalililer hem de Kenyalilar icin is firsatlart yaratmaktadir. Bu isletmeler
yerel ekonomiye katkida bulunmanin yani sira Kenya ile Somali arasindaki ticareti de
kolaylastirmakla beraber, Kenya’nin degerini artiracak ticari urtnlerin ortaya ¢ikmasini
saglamaktadir. Kenya’nin baskenti Nairobi’de bulunan Eastleigh mahallesi ticaretin kalbinin attig
yer olarak bilinmektedir. Kenya’daki Somali diasporasinin da ¢ogu bu mahallede yasamakta ve
ticaret yapmaktadir. Somalili is insanlarinin kurdugu yuzlerce kigtik -buytk isletmeler, alisveris
merkezleri ve oteller yine bu bdlgede bulunmaktadir (Verges, 2022). Somalililerin Kenya’da
gerceklestirdigi ticari faaliyetlerin basinda mucevherat, gida, teknoloji gibi 6nemli ticaret kalemleri
gelmektedir. Hatta Fastleigh mahallesinde Somalili tiiccarlar tarafindan silah satisinin da yapildig
iddia edilmektedir (Oduor, 2008). Nairobi’nin gébeginde kiicitk Mogadisu olarak adlandirilan bu
mahallede Somalili girisimcilerin yaptiklari ticaretin degerinin 1,5 milyar dolardan fazla oldugu

soylenmektedir (Wamunyinyi, 2011).

Kenya’da yasayan Somalililerin Kenya’daki ticari faaliyetleri sadece oraya 6zel firsatlar
ortaya ¢tkarmamistir. Somali diasporasinin girisimci ruhu, her iki tlkede de ekonomik biytime ve
kalkinmanin tesvik edilmesinde cok 6nemli bir rol oynamistir. Ustelik Somali diasporasinin
Somali’deki ailelerine génderdigi paralar da Somali ekonomisinin desteklenmesi agisindan hayati
onem tagtmaktadir (Omeje ve Mwangi, 2014: 185-217). Kenya’daki Somali diasporasinin net
olarak Somali’'ye gonderdigi rakam bilinmese de Somali’ye 2000 yilinda disaridan gelen para
miktarinin 1 milyar dolarin tzerinde oldugu tahmin ediliyor. Somali diasporasinin genellikle ktigtik
rakamlarla transferler yapmasi, yasal olmayan yollar ile bu paralarin génderilmesi sebebiyle net
rakami 6grenmek miimkiin olmamaktadir (Shire, 2008:10). Kenya’da yasayan Somali nifusunun
birka¢ milyon ile ifade edilmesi ve bu kisilerin cogunun Somali’de akrabasinin bulundugu goz
onine alindiginda Kenya’dan Somali’'ye gonderilen para miktarinin azimsanmayacak diizeyde
oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Bu mali akislar yasam standartlarinin iyilestirilmesine ve bir¢ok Somalilinin
temel ihtiyaglarinin karsilanmasina yardimct olmakta, gonderilen paralarin ayni zamanda siyasi
istikrarsizlik ve dogal afetler gibi kriz zamanlarinda bir cankurtaran halatt gorevi gorerek etkilenen

topluluklara ¢ok ihtiya¢ duyulan destegi saglamaktadir.

Somali diasporasinin Kenyalilara negatif etkisi de olmaktadir. Ozellikle Somalili ve Kenyalt
tiiccarlar arasinda rekabetin artmasi, Somali nifusunun mikro-milliyetgilik yaparak Somalili
dikkanlardan aligveris yapmasi, Kenyali is insanlarini zora sokmustur (Abukar, 2014). Kenya’da

mukim bulunan Somalilerin yasadist para transferleri yaptigy, teror faaliyetlerine destek verdigi,
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tlkenin vyasalarina uygun olmayan faaliyetlerde bulundugu iddialart Kenya basminda yer
etmektedir. Ancak Somali kékenli Kenyalt siyasetgiler bu iddialarin dogru olmadigini, Somalilerin
Kenya’da yasayan diger milletlerden insanlar gibi Kenya ekonomisine katki sagladigint
belirtmektedirler. Somalilerin Kenya ekonomisinde etkisinin olmasindaki en buyik sebebin

caliskan olmalart oldugu ifade edilmektedir (BBC, 2022).

Kenya ve Somali arasinda meydana gelen Shifta ¢atismasinin temel sebebi iki tilkenin de o
Kuzey Dogu Bolgesi'ni kendi topragi goérmesi olsa da altinda yatan baska sebeplerde
bulunmaktadir. Kuzey Dogu Bolgesi’nde bulunan Lamu sehri Somali’ye sadece 60 km uzaklikta
bulunan turistler tarafindan ¢oke¢a ziyaret edilen poptler bir bolgedir. Kenya Hikimetinin bu
bélgeye buytk bir liman insa etme plani, Somali’nin en buytk ikinci limani olan ve tartismali olan
bélgeye ¢ok yakin bir konumda bulunan Kismayo limaninin gtctini tehlikeye sokmaktadir. Kuzey
Dogu Bolgesi’'nde yasayan c¢ok sayida Somali kékenli Kenyalt bu bélgede Kenya icin ¢alismast
Somali hikiimetini gergin bir pozisyona getirmistir. Lamu’da 2011 yilinda ¢ok sayida Avrupalt
turist kacirilmis, teror Orgitli Es-sebab faaliyetlerini artirmustir. Turistlerin kacirilmast ve diger
ter6r eylemleri Kenyalilarin Somali’nin ve Somalililerin terér 6rgltlerini destekledigi iddialarina
dayanak olmustur. Bu sebeple ilke icinde Somali kékenli Kenyalilara tepkiler ortaya ¢ikmustir
(International Crisis Group, 2012: 10). Kuzey Dogu Boélgesi’nin Kenya’nin ekonomisinin
gelisimine olan katkist ciddi orandadir. Bu bolgede yasayan halkin ¢ogunun Somali kokenli olmast

Somualililerin Kenya’ya olan porzitif etkisine bir diger 6rnek olarak karsimiza ¢tkmaktadir.
5.3. Siyasi Etki

Kenya’daki Somali diasporasi Kenya siyasetinde aktif bir rol oynamaktadir. Kenya’da
bulunan Somalili politikacilar, Somali toplumunun c¢ikarlarini temsil eden ve onlarin haklarini
savunan gesitli pozisyonlara sec¢ilmis veya atanmustir. Bu siyasi temsil sayesinde tilkede bulunan
milyonlarca Somalili seslerini biirokrasi ve siyasette duyurarak karar alma siireglerine dahil olmus,
Kenya acisindan daha kapsayict ve gesitli bir siyasi manzaraya katkida bulunmustur. Kenya’da
bircok Somali kokenli siyaset¢i bulunmaktadir. Bunlarin bir kismi bakan diizeyinde bulunurken,
bir kismi tist diizey biirokrat olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kenya siyasi tarthinde Somali kékenli
olarak Kenya Meclisi'ne giren ilk kisi Ali Aden Lord’dur. 20’li yaslarindan itibaren Kenya
bagimsizlik micadelesinde ve Kenya’da yasayan Somalililerin haklarini savunma noktasinda buytuk
rol oynayan Lord, Kenya’nin kurucu lideri Jomo Kenyatta tarafindan iilkenin Icisleri Bakant olarak

atanmistir. Bu durumda Somali kokenli bir Kenyalinin tilkede Icisleri Bakani olarak gorev almis
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olmast Somali diasporast agisindan seving kaynagt olmustur (WOK, 2022). Ali Aden Lord, gbreve
gelisinden kisa bir sire sonra 1961 yilinda trafik kazasinda hayatini kaybetmistir. Uzun yillar
bagimsizlig icin miicadele ettigi Kenya’nin tam bagimsizhigini kazandigr giinii gérememistir
(Thompson, 2015: 31). 2013 yilinda Kenya kabinesinde Dusisleri Bakani olarak Somali kékenli
Amina Mohamed goérev almistir. 2018 yiinda ise Kenya Milli Egitim Bakanligina atanan
Mohamed, 2018 yilindan 2022 yilina kadar Kenya Spor, Kultir ve Miras Bakani olarak gorev
yapmistir. Yine 2013 kabinesinde gorev alan bir diger Somali kokenli siyaset¢i Aden
Mohammed’dir Mohamed, Kenya Bakanlar kurulunda Sanayi Bakani olarak gorev yapmustir
(Standardmedia, 2017). 2017 yiinda Kenya Bakanlar Kurulunda 2 Somali kékenli Bakan
bulunurken, Kenya Meclisi’nde ¢ogunluga sahip partinin lideri de ayni sekilde Somali kékenli bir
siyasetci olan Aden Barre Duale’dir (Refworld, 2017).

2022 yilina gelindiginde ise Somali kokenli Kenyalilarin temsiliyeti dismiustir. Kenya
kabinesinde bulunan 22 bakandan sadece Kenya Savunma Bakant olan Aden Barre Duale Somali
kokenlidir. Kenya Cumhurbagkant William Ruto tarafindan 2022 yilinda géreve atanan Duale,
tlkedeki en yuksek ikinci askeri makamdadir. Kenya Cumhurbaskant Ruto ile siyasi agidan iyi bir
mittefik oldugu iddia edilmektedir (Hiraan, 2022). Aden Barre Savunma Bakanhgi gérevine
atanmadan 6nce Kenya Meclisi’'nde ¢ogunluga sahip partinin basinda bulunuyordu (BBC, 2022).
Her ne kadar Somali kékenlilerin kabinedeki koltuk sayist azalmis olsa da tilkenin savunmasindan
sorumlu kisinin Somali kokenli olmast Kenya’daki yoneticilerin Somali diasporasina ne denli 6nem

verdigi gorilmektedir.

Kenya’da yasayan Somalililer iist diizey biirokraside de temsil edilmektedir. Ornegin, bir
onceki Kenya Hikiimetinde Cumhurbaskaninin basdanismanlarindan 2’si Somali kékenliydi. Bu
basdanigsmanlardan birisi olan Abdikadir Mohamed, Kenya Cumhurbaskani Uhuru Kenyatta’ya
anayasal ve hukuki iliskiler agisindan danismanlik vermistir. Diger basdanisman ise Ahmednassir
Abdullahi’dir. Abdullahi Mohamed gibi hukuki alanda Kenya Cumhurbaskanina danisman olarak
hizmet etmigtir. Ayrica Hikiimet S6zci Yardimcist olarak gorevlendirilen Farah Maalim Somali
kokenli siyasetciydi. Secildigi donemde Kenya Devletinde bulunan en 6nemli Somali kokenli siyasi
tigtir oldugu iddia edilmektedir. Kenya halki nezdinde biyiik bir etkisi oldugu da séylenmektedir
(Shlundu, 2017). Kenya Cumhurbaskan: olarak secilen William Ruto, Polis Basmiifettisi olarak
Nur Gabow’u atamistir. Gabow daha 6ncesinde Kenya Polis Okulu’nun basinda bulunuyordu.

Uzun yillardir Kenya Emniyet Biriminde st diizey gorevlerde bulunan Gabow, yeni donemde
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daha iist mevkiye atanan Somali kékenli Kenyalilardan birisi olmustur. Onceki dénem
Cumhurbagkant olan Uhuru Kenyatta zamaninda Kenya Bagsavcist olarak Noordin Haji atanmistir
(Hiraan, 2022). Kenya Cumhurbaskanligi sec¢imini kazanan Ruto, Noordin Haji’yi Kenya
Istihbarat Servisinin basina getirmek istemektedir. Meclis tarafindan onaylanmast durumunda
Somali kékenli bir kisi Kenya Istihbarat Servisinin Bagkant olacaktir. Haji’nin babast ise gecmis
donemlerdeki hiikiimetlerde Milli Savunma Bakanligi yapmis olan Mohamed Yusuf Haji’dir
(Business Daily, 2023). Suglar1 Sorusturma Direktort gibi 6nemli bir makama yine Somali kékenli
Kenyalt olan Amin Ibrahim Mohamed atanmistir (Hiraan, 2022). Ibrahim bu goreve atanmadan
6nce de Kenya Emniyet Mudurliginde sorusturma ve dolandiricilik burolarinda tst duzey yetkili

olarak gorev yapmistir (Citizen, 2022).

Kenya’daki Somualili siyaset¢i ve burokratlar Kenya ve Somali arasinda stiregelen
gerginlikleri bitirme amactyla barist insa etmeye ¢abalamislardir. Bu siyasilerin hem Somali hem de
Kenya’nin kiltiirel ve politik dinamiklerini bilmeleri, iki tilke arasinda is birliginin gelistirilmesinde
etkili olmustur. Kenya’daki Somalilerin siyasi katilimi her zaman olumlu sonuglar dogurmamustir.
Siyasi matjinallesme ortaya c¢ikmis, Somalililer kendi aralarinda birlik haline gelerek kugik
Somali’yi Kenya’da olusturmak istemislerdir. Bu durum Kenyallarin hosuna gitmemis, topluluklar
arasinda gerilimler ortaya ¢tkmustir. Ayrica Kenya’da Es-sebab teror orgltt kaynakli saldirilarin

artmast Somali toplumunu zora sokmustur (Shetret vd., 2015: 27-34).
Sonug

Kenya’da Somali diasporasinin olusumunda bircok faktér etkili olmustur. Bu faktorlerin
basinda kolonyalist dénemin olusturdugu yapay sinirlar gelmektedir. Ozellikle Somali niifusunun
cogunlukta oldugu Kuzey Dogu Bolgesi'nin Kenya topraklarina birakilmasi Kenya igerisinde
direkt olarak Somali diasporasinin olusmasina sebep olmustur. Ardindan Somali ve Kenya
arasinda gerceklesen catismalar ki bunlarin en 6nemlilerin basinda Shifta Savasi gelmektedir.
Kenya’nin kuzeyinde ¢ogunlukla Somali kokenli insanlarin yasadigi bolgede isyancilar ve Somali
askerleri ile Kenya ordusu arasinda 1963-1967 yillar1 araliginda gergeklesen savas sonucunda 2000
ila 7000 arasinda insan hayatini kaybetmistir. Tabi ki donemin sartlart geregi hayatini kaybeden
insan sayist net olarak bilinmemektedir. O doénemde bélgede yasayan insan sayisinin 200.000
civarinda oldugu dusinilince hayatint kaybedenlerin sayisi azimsanmayacak dizeydedir. Ayrica
on binlerce insanin bélgeden kagarak Kenya’nin ve Somali’nin baska bélgelerine gé¢ etmesine

sebep olmustur (Whittaker, 2015: 2). Savas sonucunda dénemin gelismis sehirlerinden birisi olan
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Nairobi’ye go¢ eden insan sayist artmistir. Ayrica Somali icerisinde yasanan terdr saldirilari, i¢
karisikliklar, kuraklik, gida giivensizligi gibi olaylar Somalililerin daha iyi bir yasam hayaliyle
Kenya’ya gé¢ etmeleriyle sonuglanmistir. Tarihsel olarak Somali ve Kenya’nin sinir komsusu
olmasi, Afrika tlkeleri arasinda sinir geciskenliginin kolay olmast da Somalililerin Kenya’ya

gecmesindeki itici gliglerden birisidir.

Kenya’daki Somali diasporasinin Kenya-Somali iliskisi tzerindeki etkisi 6nemli olmustur.
Somali diasporasi, kilttrel alisveris, ekonomik katkilar ve siyasi katilim yoluyla karsilikli anlayisin
gelistirilmesinde, ekonomik baglarin gliclendirilmesinde, sosyal ve siyasi katilimin tesvik
edilmesindeki rolii yadsinamaz bir gergektir. Somalililerin Kenya ekonomisine 1,5 milyar dolarin
ustinde katki sagladigi bilinse de bu rakamin daha da yiksek oldugu iddia edilmektedir. Ayrica
Somali kékenli siyasetgilerin ve biirokratlarin sayisinin azimsanmayacak dizeyde olmast Kenya’ya
katki saglamaktadir. Ozellikle Somali ve Kenya arasinda yasanan gerilimler, Somali diasporast
aracihgr ile yatistrilabilmektedir. En azindan ¢6zim yollart bulunmaya calisiimaktadir. Ancak
Kenyali ve Somalili topluluklar arasinda zorluklar ve gerginlikler devam etmekte ve bunlarin etkili
bir sekilde ele alinmast icin siirekli caba gosterilmesi gerekmektedir. Ozellikle 2013 yilindan sonra
Kenya’da artan teror olaylart sonrasinda Somali kékenli vatandaslar hedef gosterilmis, Somalili
isletmelerin ¢ogunlukta oldugu bagkent Nairobi’de bulunan Eastleigh mahallesine ¢ok sayida
baskin yapilmistir. Bunun baskinlarin sonucunda Somalililere ait ¢ok sayida isletme zarar goérmds,
Somali kékenli insanlar ayrimcilik ile karst karstya kalmistir. Bu muameleye maruz kalan ¢ok sayida
Somalili is adam1 Kenya bankalarinda bulunan paralarini alarak ve isletmelerini kapatarak ya
Somali’ye donmiis ya da komsu ilkelere go¢ etmistir. Bu durum Kenya ekonomisini olumsuz
anlamda etkilemigtir. Miilteci kamplarindan kacip bu mahallede hayatta kalmaya calisan belgesiz
binlerce goé¢men polis tarafindan gozaltina alinip sinir dist edilmis yahut kamplara geri

gonderilmistir.

Kenya, yoksulluk, esitsizlik, yolsuzluk ve guvenlik kaygiari dahil olmak tzere cesitli
zorluklarla karst karsiyadir. Bu sorunlar ele almak ve strdirilebilir kalkinmayi, ekonomik
blytimeyi ve sosyal ilerlemeyi tesvik etmek icin ¢aba sarf edilmektedir. Bu ¢aba igerisinde
Kenya’da yasayan Somalilerin payt aztmsanmayacak diizeydedir. Hem niifus rakamlart agisindan
hem de ekonomik gii¢ agisindan bakildigini Somalililerin Kenya’ya kattigi pozitif olgular ¢ok
fazladir. Bunun farkinda olan simdiki Kenya Cumhurbaskani ve 6nceki Cumhurbaskanlart Somali

kokenli siyasetgileri tist mevkilere getirerek Somali diasporasina verdikleri 6nemi gostermislerdir.
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Bunun farkinda olan Kenya bazi politika degisikliklerine giderek mdlteci kamplarinda kalan bazt
Somualililere oturma ve c¢alisma izni vermeye baslamistir. Kamplarda kalan nitelikli Somalili
goecmenleri ilkeye kazandirmaya gayret etmektedir (VOA, 2021). Guniimiizde ise Somali kokenli
Kenyallarin Kenya’ya tam anlamiyla entegre oldugu séylenemez. Somalililerin  kendilerine
mabhalleler belirleyip ¢ogunlukla o bolgelerde yasamalari, kendi kiltirlerini ifade eden
restoranlarin, dikkanlarin fazlaligt ve genellikle bu dikkanlardan aligveris yapmalari, Somalili
ihtiya¢ sahiplerine yardim etmeye calisan ¢ok sayida dernegin var olmast gibi etkenler Kenya
icerisinde ufak bir Somali’nin varhgmni géstermektedir. Sonug olarak, Somali diasporast verdigi

etkiler ile Kenya’nin ayrilmaz bir parcast haline gelmistir.
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Eda Ayaydin ve Adnan Dal (Ed.) Kesiflerden Iklim Degisikligine
Uluslararast Iligkilerde Arktik (Istanbul, Istanbul Bilgi Universitesi
Yayinlari, 2024)

Emirhan Altunkaya

Ars. Gor. Dr., Uluslararas: Iliskiler Bolimii, Galatasaray Universitesi, ealtunkaya@gsu.edu.tr, ORCID:
0000-0003-3244-2973.

Kitap Incelemesi Arktik Bolgesi'nde, kiresel 1stnmanin etkisiyle degisen

Gelis Tarihi: a1 .. . —

7 125813 2004 cevresel ve iklimsel kosullar, ekolojik, ekonomik, sosyal, siyasi ve
hatta askeri actlardan bolgeyi uluslararast siyasetin - odak

Kabul Tarihi: L ) o ) .

15 Aralik 2024 noktalarindan birisi haline getirdi. Ozellikle son 20 yil igerisinde

bolgede ortaya cikan yeni firsat ve zorluklar, Arktik Bolgesi’ne
yonelik ilgiyi 6nemli 6lgiide yiikseltmistir. Nitekim, buna paralel
olarak, uluslararasi iliskiler disiplininde bolgeye yonelik akademik
calismalarin ~ sayistin da = hizla  artmakta  oldugu
gozlemlenebilmektedir.

Kegiflerden 1klim Degisikligine Ulnslararas Uiskilerde Arktik
bolgede ortaya ¢ikan bircok farkli meseleyi ele alan, giincel ve
kapsamlt bir derleme kitap olarak O6ne ¢ikmakta; Arktik
Siyasetinin ~ gerek  bolgesel — dinamikleri  gerekse  kiiresel
yansimalart hakkinda 6nemli i¢ gortler barindiran ¢alismalar bir
araya getirmektedir. Kitap, Arktik Bolgesi'nin uluslararasi
iligkiler acisindan hem bolgesel hem de kiresel dizeyde
artmakta olan stratejik 6nemini farkli yonleriyle ele almakta;
bolgedeki cevresel, ekonomik ve siyasi dinamiklerin nasil i¢ ice

gectigini anlamamiza yardimci olmaktadir. Alaninda uzman

yazar ve akademisyenlerin ¢alismalarini bir araya getirmekte olan

Bélge Calismalari Enstitlsi



Bolge Calismalari Dergisi :

Eda Ayaydin ve Adnan Dal (Ed.) Kesiflerden iklim Degisikligine Uluslararasi iliskilerde Arktik (istanbul, istanbul Bilgi Universitesi
Yayinlari, 2024)

kitap, Arktik Bolgesi’ne iliskin birgok farkli konuya deginmekte ve bu 6zelligi ile zengin bir icerik
yelpazesi sunmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda kitap, Arktik Bolgesi ve bu bolgede yasanmakta olan farkl
meseleler hakkinda farkindalik  kazanmak isteyen universite Ogrencileri, arastirmacilar,
akademisyenler ve politika yapicilar icin faydalt bir giris noktast sunmaktadir. Bunun yani sira,
Arktik bolgesine dair giincel bilgiye ihtiya¢ duyan medya ve iletisim sektorii profesyonelleri de
kitapta ele alinan konular tzerinden bolge hakkinda 6nemli bilgilere ulasabilitler. Bir yandan
bolgedeki temel dinamikleri ve meseleleri tanimaya firsatt verirken, bir yandan da bolgedeki
spesifik ve guncel tartismalari ele alan bolimleri ile ¢esitli odak noktalarinda perspektif
gelistirebilmeye de olanak tanimaktadir. Ayrica Arctic Portal’dan alinmis doért detaylt harita, kitabin
icerigini gorsel olarak desteklemekte, okuyucular icin Arktik Bolgesi'ne iliskin kitapta ele alinan
meseleleri daha somut hale getirmekte ve boylelikle kitabin basvuru niteligini glclendiren 6nemli
bir katki saglamaktadir. Bununla bitlikte belirtmek gerekir ki, kitabin bazt bélumleri bolgedeki
sorunlart daha ¢ok tanimlama dizeyinde ele almakta, elestirel bir derinlige yeterince yer
vermemektedir. Bu bakimdan, ilgili okuyucularin bélgeye dair daha derinlemesine analizler ve
clestirel bakis acilart gelistirebilmek icin ek kaynaklara yonelmesi gerekecektir. Bu acgidan
Ulnslararas: Lliskilerde Arktik, onemli bir baslangic noktast olsa da bolgenin karmasikligini daha
kapsamli anlamak ve bolgedeki meseleler tzerinde daha derin arastirma yapmak isteyenler igin
yeterli olmayabilir.

Daha detayh bahsetmek gerekirse, Uluslararas: lliskilerde Arktik kitabinin katkilarini ve
Ozgln i¢ gorilerini degerlendirirken, Arktik calismalarinin ¢ok yonli dogasini ele alan bazi guiglii
yonlerin yani sira eksiklikler de géze carpmaktadir. Kitap, egemenlik, jeopolitik rekabet, cevresel
yonetim ve yerli halklarin haklari gibi Arktik’e dair genis bir konu yelpazesini icermekte ve farkls
alanlardan cesitli yazarlari bir araya getirmektedir. Akademik titizlik agisindan degerlendirildiginde,
bazi boliimler derinlemesine analizler sunarak 6zglin katkilar saglamaktadir. Ornegin, Samim
Akgonil tarafindan kaleme alinan Uluslararas: Azinlik Rejimi Isiginda Arktik Otokton Halklars,
Arktik bolgesindeki yerli halklari, 6zellikle de Inuit ve Sami halklarini, uluslararast azinlik rejimi
perspektifinden incelemektedir. Olduke¢a 6zgtin bir konuya odaklanan bu ¢alisma, uluslararasi ve
ulusal diizeydeki koruma mekanizmalarini politik, ekonomik ve kiltirel aciardan analiz
etmektedir. Akgonilin  yaklasimi, Arktik  Devletleri’nin = yerli halklara yonelik  ulusal
uygulamalarina deginmesi agisindan tatmin edici bir analiz sunmakta ve kitabin 6ne ¢tkan nitelikli

calismalarindan biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Ote yandan, Andreas @sthagen’in, Eda Ayaydin
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tarafindan Turkceye cevrilen Arktik Kaynak Catigmalarmm Merkezinde Petrol Dedil Balik Olacak
baslikl incelemesi; Arktik’te dogal kaynaklar denildiginde ilk akla gelen petrol, gaz ve minerall
kaynaklarinin Gtesine gegerek balikgilik konusuna odaklanmasiyla dikkat ¢ekiyor. @Dsthagen, Arktik
Okyanusu’nda actk denizlerdeki ticari balikgilik faaliyetlerine iliskin mevcut hukuki dizenlemeleri
de dikkate alarak hem bolgesel hem de alt-bélgesel dlgekte olusabilecek uyusmazliklart ele aliyor.
Calisma, Arktikte dogal kaynaklara iliskin rekabetin = gelecekte balik¢ilik  tzerinden
sekillenebilecegine dair 6zgin ve guncel bir bakis sunuyor. Benzer sekilde, Frederic Lassere’nin,
Adnan Dal tarafindan Turkee cevrilen Arktik’te Deniz Tasimacilye: Destinasyonel Ulagimm Hafkimiyeti
baslikli calismasi, Arktik deniz ticaret yollarina dair yaygin spekulasyonlara karst giincel verilerle bir
degerlendirme sunmaktadir. Calismada, Arktik’te transit tasimaciligin beklenen potansiyele
ulasmadigy; aksine, destinasyonel tasimaciligin 6ne c¢iktigi ifade edilmektedir. Giincel verilere
dayanan bu calisma, Arktik’teki ticari denizcilik faaliyetlerine dair gercekei ve faydali bir bakis acist
sunmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, kitaptaki kimi boliimlerin analitik derinlik agisindan eksik kalmakta
ve daha ¢ok betimleyici bir anlatimla sinirlt kalmakta oldugunu belirtmekte fayda var. Yine de ilgili
calismalarin Turkce literatiire 6nemli katkilar sundugunu ve alana ilgi duyan okuyucular icin
degerli birer baslangic kaynag: oldugunu belirtmek gerekir. Ozellikle Arktik bélgesine dair daha
derinlemesine incelemeler yapmak isteyenlere yol gosterici nitelikte temel Ttrkee kaynaklar olarak

degerlendirilebilir.

Sonug olarak, Kegiflerden [klim Degisikligine Ulnslararast Iliskilerde Arktik, Arktik’e dair temel
bilgi edinmek isteyen okuyucular igin faydali bir baslangic kaynagt sunmakta, baz1 glincel ve 6zgiin
konulara deginmesiyle 6ne ¢itkmaktadir. Kitap, bazi boliimlerde betimleyici bir literatlir taramast
diizeyinde kalsa da Arktik tizerine Tirkge literatiirdeki 6ncli ¢alismalardan biri olarak, bolgenin
jeopolitik, cevresel ve sosyal dinamiklerine dair Tirkce kaynaklarda onemli bir boslugu
doldurmaktadir. Kitabin temel giicli yanlari, Arktik bolgesini farkli disiplinler ve bakis agilarindan
ele almasi, Turkge literatiirde nadir bulunan ¢ok yonlii bir ¢alisma sunmast ve genis bir okuyucu
kitlesine hitap eden erisilebilir bir dil kullanmasidir. Kitap, uluslararas: iligkilerden hukuka, ¢evre
politikalarindan teknolojiye kadar cesitli alanlardan uzmanlarin katkilarini bir araya getirerek,
Arktik konusundaki farkli meseleleri kapsamlt bir ¢ercevede tanitiyor. Bu ¢ok disiplinli yaklagim,
okuyuculara Arktik bolgesinin ¢ok yonli yapisint anlama firsatt sunarken, Tirkee dilinde bu kadar
genis bir icerigi ilk kez sunmasiyla da 6nem tasimaktadir. Bununla birlikte, bolgenin karmastk

dinamiklerini daha detayli anlamak isteyen okuyucularin, bolgeye dair daha derinlemesine analizler
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ve elestirel bakis acilart gelistirebilmek igin ek kaynaklara yonelmesi gerekecektir. Konuya dair
temel bilgi edinmek isteyenler ve Turkge literatiirde bir baslangic noktasi arayanlar icin kitap,
Arktik’in bolgesel dinamiklerini ve bolgedeki farklt meseleleri anlamada faydali bir rehber
sunmaktadir. Derin analiz arayisinda olan okuyuculara bazi eksiklikler hissettirse de Tirkce
literatiirde 6ncii bir calisma olarak, Arktik’in artan kiiresel 6nemine dair temel bir cerceve cizmesi
bakimindan olduk¢a degerlidir. Bu 6zellikleri ile kitap, Arktik tzerine yapilacak ileri diizey
calismalara kapi aralayan ve konuya dair ilgi uyandiran bir eser olarak, alaninda 6nemli bir referans

niteligindedir.
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Book Review Chinese civilization, with its millennia-old history,
Submitted:

26 July 2024 cultural heritage, and deep philosophical roots, holds a unique

place in the world. This rich cultural fabric has often been
Accepted:
30 July 2024 viewed with interest by the Western world, but it has also been
misunderstood and superficially evaluated under the influence
of Orientalist perspectives. In this regard, Ku Hung-Ming’s
“The Spirit of the Chinese People” stands out as a significant
work contributing to a deeper understanding of Chinese society.
The book offers a comprehensive examination through various
themes to understand the mindset and cultural values of the
Chinese people. Ku Hung-Ming explores topics such as the
“Good Citizenship Religion”, the mindset of the Chinese
people, the social role of Chinese women, the Chinese language,
and Western perspectives on China, providing a broad
perspective for foreigners to explore Chinese culture and society
in an engaging way.

Written in 1915, this work presents us with the ability to
read from the perspective of a Chinese individual, which

sinologists and missionaries, as external observers, often miss.

Furthermore, Ku’s unique background, being the son of a

Chinese father and a Portuguese mother, and his education in
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England, Germany, and France, allows him to offer a comparative and unique perspective on
Chinese culture and ethos. Although some have classified Ku’s ideas as reactionary, his work is
noteworthy for its deep analysis of the impact of Confucian values on individuals and society in
China, and how these values shape the social structure.

This book is an essential resource for anyone who wants to understand the social and
cultural structure of China. The first three chapters focus on the Chinese people, Chinese women,
and the Chinese language. The following two essays attempt to show why and how some foreign
authorities have misunderstood the Chinese people and the Chinese language. The additional
section addresses the social and political situations in Europe, the roots of war, and solutions
from a Chinese perspective. In the introduction, Ku Hung-Ming emphasizes that the spiritual
power of Chinese civilization, or the “Good Citizenship Religion,” unlike the West, makes
militarism unnecessary. According to Ku, individuals in China do not need to use physical force
to protect themselves because it is accepted that justice and fairness are superior to physical force.
This belief plays a critical role in maintaining social harmony and peace in Chinese society. Ku
argues that the fundamental illness of European society is its misunderstanding of human nature,
which leads to a social structure based on power and the assumption that human nature is
inherently bad.

In the first chapter, Ku Hung-Ming details the main elements that shape the mindset of
the Chinese people. According to him, Confucian values, moral and spiritual principles, traditions,
and social harmony are the cornerstones of Chinese society. Confucianism is not a personal or
Church religion, as in the West, but a social or state religion. Thus, politics in China has been
considered a religion since the time of Confucius. Ku states that the core of Confucian teaching
includes loyalty to the emperor and filial piety to parents, which play an essential role in
maintaining social harmony and peace in China.

In the second chapter, Ku Hung-Ming examines the place and role of women in Chinese
society. He notes that women in China have significant roles within the family and in social life,
emphasizing their duties and responsibilities. According to Ku, the primary aim of a Chinese
woman is to live as a “good daughter, good wife, and good mother (93).” This chapter also
addresses Western misconceptions and prejudices about Chinese women. Ku argues that a
Chinese gentleman who takes care of the women he lives with is more moral than a Western man,

highlighting Chinese attitudes toward polygamy and marriage. Additionally, he points out that
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marriages in China are seen as social and civil contracts between families, rather than just a bond
of love between two individuals as in the West.

In the third chapter, Ku Hung-Ming discusses the differences between the spoken and
written forms of the Chinese language. He states that “the spoken language in China is the
language of the uneducated, while the written language is the language of the well-educated
(108).” Thus, there is no semi-literacy in China. Ku argues that Chinese is not a complex but a
profound language, designed to express deep emotions with simple words, making it challenging
for Westerners to understand. He criticizes Western experts, saying, “How many foreigners who
claim to be experts have the slightest idea of the great cultural treasures in what I call the classical
literature of Chinar (110)”.

In the fourth chapter, Ku criticizes the views of John Smith, a typical representative of the
English bourgeoisie in China, on the Chinese people. This critique extends to the general
misconceptions and prejudices of Western writers about Chinese culture and language. Ku’s main
message is that the Western perspective often evaluates Chinese culture superficially and with
bias. In the fifth chapter, Ku Hung-Ming critiques Western sinologists like Dr. Giles for their
inability to understand Chinese culture and language. He questions the quality and value of Dr.
Giles’s works, arguing that despite his literary talent, Dr. Giles lacks philosophical understanding
and fails to grasp Chinese thought. Ku emphasizes the depth of Confucian moral understanding
and criticizes Western sinologists for not comprehending this depth.

In the sixth chapter, Ku Hung-Ming critiques the works of Western missionaries and
sinologists on the Chinese language and literature. He argues that these studies are generally
inadequate and superficial. Ku finds it ridiculous that missionaries proclaim themselves as famous
scholars (129). He states that Westerners struggle to understand Chinese literature and language,
often misinterpreting Chinese culture. Ku discusses the current state of these studies and how
they should be conducted in the future, advocating for a research approach that begins with the
individual, then the family, and finally the government. In an additional section, Ku Hung-Ming
discusses the social and political conditions in Europe, the roots of war, and solutions. Notably,
Ku argues that ordinary people, rather than leaders, soldiers, or politicians, are responsible for
war. He believes that European leaders have been rendered ineffective by constitutions and

charters of freedom.
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Ku claims that the fundamental cause of war and anarchy is the worship of the lower
classes in Europe. His solution for Europe is to replace constitutions and charters of freedom
with a “Great Charter of Loyalty” and adopt the Good Citizenship Religion practiced by the
Chinese. In conclusion, Ku Hung-Ming’s “The Spirit of the Chinese People” is an enlightening
and engaging exploration of Chinese culture and society, offering valuable insights into its
spiritual and moral foundations. This work is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to

understand the depth and richness of Chinese civilization.
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