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Dear Readers,
It �s w�th great pr�de that I present to you the 12th �ssue of the Journal of
Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es, wh�ch also marks the
f�nal �ssue of 2024.

Th�s �ssue opens w�th an �ns�ghtful research art�cle by Fatmanur Parlak (Işık
Un�vers�ty) and Alperen Aktaş (Marmara Un�vers�ty), offer�ng a comparat�ve
study of governance, �nst�tut�ons, and econom�c performance �n S�ngapore
and South Sudan. The�r work sheds l�ght on the contrast�ng �nst�tut�onal
frameworks and econom�c trajector�es of these two nat�ons, offer�ng
valuable �mpl�cat�ons for pol�cy and governance.

In the Book and Art�cle Rev�ews sect�on, we �nclude two thought-provok�ng
contr�but�ons. Dr. Ayşegül Güler (Karamanoğlu Mehmetbey Un�vers�ty)
prov�des a cr�t�cal rev�ew of T�m Marshall's Duvar Çağı: Neden Bölünmüş B�r
Dünyada Yaşıyoruz?, explor�ng the themes of d�v�s�on and belong�ng �n a
world shaped by walls. S�nem Arslan (Boğaz�ç� Un�vers�ty) contr�butes w�th
an �nc�s�ve rev�ew of Ayşe Parla's Precar�ous Hope: M�grat�on and the L�m�ts
of Belong�ng �n Turkey, delv�ng �nto the complex�t�es of m�grat�on, hope, and
belong�ng w�th�n Turkey’s soc�o-pol�t�cal context.

As we conclude th�s �ssue, I would l�ke to extend my s�ncere thanks to the
peer-rev�ewers of the research art�cle. The�r thorough and �ns�ghtful
evaluat�ons are �ntegral to ma�nta�n�ng the academ�c r�gor and qual�ty of
our journal. I also express my grat�tude to our book and art�cle rev�ewers for
the�r thoughtful cr�t�ques and to our contr�butors for the�r engag�ng
subm�ss�ons.

Thank you for your cont�nued engagement w�th the Journal of Internat�onal
Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es.

S�ncerely,
Burak Yalım
Manag�ng Ed�tor
Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es
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C�te th�s art�cle 

F. Parlak, A. Aktaş (2024).
Governance, Inst�tut�ons, and

Econom�c Performance: A
Comparat�ve Study of

S�ngapore and South Sudan.
Journal of Internat�onal

Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence
Stud�es, (12), 1-18.

Content of th�s journal �s
l�censed under a Creat�ve

Commons Attr�but�on-
Noncommerc�al 4.0

Internat�onal L�cense.

ABSTRACT
The ongo�ng debate between democrat�c and non-
democrat�c systems has ga�ned s�gn�f�cant attent�on �n
contemporary pol�t�cal d�scourse. W�th the r�se of
author�tar�an reg�mes, the long-stand�ng assumpt�on that
democrat�c pr�nc�ples are prerequ�s�tes for econom�c
development has been �ncreas�ngly challenged. Wh�le some
author�tar�an reg�mes, such as Ch�na and S�ngapore, have
demonstrated notable econom�c successes, others, l�ke
South Sudan, face pers�stent econom�c struggles. Th�s
d�vergence ra�ses cr�t�cal quest�ons about the relat�onsh�p
between governance systems and econom�c outcomes. Th�s
study a�ms to address the follow�ng research quest�on: How
do governance structures, �nst�tut�onal capac�t�es, and
h�stor�cal contexts �nfluence econom�c development �n
author�tar�an reg�mes? By employ�ng the Most S�m�lar
Systems Des�gn (MSSD), the study compares two
contrast�ng author�tar�an reg�mes: S�ngapore, an
econom�cally successful case, and South Sudan, an
econom�cally struggl�ng one. The research �ncorporates a
structural-h�stor�cal approach to exam�ne the factors that
d�fferent�ate the�r econom�c trajector�es, such as �nst�tut�onal
eff�c�ency, h�stor�cal legacy, and pol�cy dec�s�ons. The f�nd�ngs
of th�s study contr�bute to the broader l�terature on
author�tar�an�sm and development by offer�ng a nuanced
understand�ng of how governance systems shape econom�c
performance. In do�ng so, �t challenges s�mpl�st�c
assumpt�ons about author�tar�an governance and h�ghl�ghts
the complex�t�es underly�ng econom�c success and fa�lure. 

Keywords: Democracy, Author�tar�an Reg�mes, Economy,
South Sudan, S�ngapore
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Introduct�on
The relat�onsh�p between governance systems and econom�c development
rema�ns a top�c of endur�ng academ�c and pol�cy �nterest, part�cularly �n l�ght of the
resurgence of author�tar�an reg�mes �n the post-Cold War era. Trad�t�onally,
democrat�c governance has been assoc�ated w�th econom�c growth due to �ts
emphas�s on accountab�l�ty, transparency, and �nst�tut�onal checks and balances
(Acemoglu & Rob�nson, 2006; Sen, 1999). However, the econom�c ach�evements of
certa�n author�tar�an reg�mes, most notably �n East As�a, have challenged th�s long-
stand�ng narrat�ve. Countr�es l�ke S�ngapore and Ch�na have demonstrated that
substant�al econom�c progress can occur under pol�t�cal systems that restr�ct c�v�l
l�bert�es and pol�t�cal plural�sm, ra�s�ng cr�t�cal quest�ons about the assumed
un�versal�ty of democracy as a prerequ�s�te for development (Rodr�k, 2000;
Fukuyama, 2011). In stark contrast, author�tar�an states such as South Sudan have
exper�enced econom�c stagnat�on and �nst�tut�onal frag�l�ty, wh�ch underscores the
heterogene�ty of outcomes w�th�n s�m�lar governance structures.

Th�s study addresses these contrast�ng outcomes by �nvest�gat�ng the �nst�tut�onal,
soc�o-h�stor�cal, and pol�cy-dr�ven factors that shape econom�c development �n
author�tar�an reg�mes. Spec�f�cally, �t compares the econom�c trajector�es of two
seem�ngly s�m�lar systems—S�ngapore and South Sudan—through the lens of
governance structures and �nst�tut�onal performance. Th�s study compares two
contrast�ng author�tar�an reg�mes—S�ngapore and South Sudan—by expl�c�tly
l�nk�ng �nst�tut�onal capac�ty, h�stor�cal legac�es, and pol�cy dec�s�ons to econom�c
performance.Th�s analys�s bu�lds on ex�st�ng frameworks, such as Acemoglu and
Rob�nson’s (2006) thes�s on �nclus�ve versus extract�ve �nst�tut�ons, Sm�th’s (1966)
structural�st approach to econom�c development, and Rodr�k’s (2000) emphas�s on
�nst�tut�onal qual�ty as a determ�nant of growth.

The sal�ent feature of th�s study l�es �n �ts focused comparat�ve analys�s of two
author�tar�an states w�th d�vergent econom�c outcomes. On one hand, S�ngapore
represents a case of developmental author�tar�an�sm, where strong �nst�tut�ons,
pol�cy coherence, and effect�ve state capac�ty have fostered econom�c prosper�ty
and global �ntegrat�on (Huff, 1995; Peebles & W�lson, 2002). On the other hand,
South Sudan exempl�f�es a frag�le author�tar�an state marked by weak �nst�tut�ons,
endem�c confl�ct, and pol�cy �ncoherence, result�ng �n pers�stent econom�c
underperformance (De Waal, 2014; Rolandsen, 2015).  Th�s d�chotomy challenges
s�mpl�st�c assumpt�ons about author�tar�an governance, h�ghl�ght�ng the need to
understand the contextual and �nst�tut�onal underp�nn�ngs of econom�c
trajector�es.
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The study employs the Most S�m�lar Systems Des�gn (MSSD) as �ts pr�mary
methodolog�cal framework to �dent�fy and analyze the cr�t�cal var�ables that
expla�n the contrast�ng econom�c performances of S�ngapore and South Sudan.
Wh�le the Most S�m�lar Systems Des�gn (MSSD) allows for a structured
compar�son between S�ngapore and South Sudan, �ts l�m�tat�ons �n prov�d�ng �n-
depth analys�s are acknowledged. To address th�s, the study �ncorporates
add�t�onal qual�tat�ve case-spec�f�c data, such as pol�cy dec�s�ons, �nst�tut�onal
structures, and soc�o-h�stor�cal factors un�que to each country. Th�s mult�-faceted
approach ensures a more comprehens�ve understand�ng of econom�c outcomes
w�th�n both reg�mes. However, future stud�es could benef�t from m�xed-method
approaches, �nclud�ng f�eld �nterv�ews, stat�st�cal regress�ons, and long�tud�nal
analyses for greater analyt�cal depth. The MSSD �s part�cularly effect�ve for
comparat�ve stud�es where cases share s�m�lar governance structures—such as
restr�cted pol�t�cal freedoms—but exh�b�t s�gn�f�cant var�at�on �n outcomes
(Landman, 2008). By �solat�ng key var�ables, �nclud�ng �nst�tut�onal capac�ty,
h�stor�cal legac�es, and pol�cy effect�veness, th�s study seeks to uncover the
mechan�sms through wh�ch governance structures �nfluence econom�c
development. In add�t�on, a structural-h�stor�cal approach �s �ntegrated to prov�de
a deeper analys�s of the �nst�tut�onal frameworks and soc�o-pol�t�cal cond�t�ons
shap�ng econom�c outcomes �n both cases (Sm�th, 1966; North, 1990). Th�s dual
methodolog�cal approach enables a nuanced understand�ng of author�tar�an
governance and �ts developmental �mpl�cat�ons, wh�le address�ng potent�al
l�m�tat�ons such as select�on b�as and general�zab�l�ty (L�m, 2010; Gerr�ng, 2004). By
juxtapos�ng a h�gh-perform�ng author�tar�an reg�me (S�ngapore) w�th a struggl�ng
one (South Sudan), the study not only contr�butes to ongo�ng debates on
author�tar�an�sm and development but also prov�des �ns�ghts �nto the broader
quest�on of whether econom�c success �s cont�ngent upon democrat�c
governance or can emerge under alternat�ve pol�t�cal models.

Ult�mately, th�s research underscores the complex�ty of governance-development
dynam�cs, offer�ng a theoret�cally �nformed and emp�r�cally grounded analys�s of
econom�c trajector�es �n author�tar�an systems. It contr�butes to the ex�st�ng
l�terature by mov�ng beyond b�nary narrat�ves of democracy versus
author�tar�an�sm, emphas�z�ng the role of �nst�tut�onal qual�ty, h�stor�cal
cont�ngenc�es, and pol�cy cho�ces as cr�t�cal determ�nants of econom�c outcomes.

I.Def�n�ng Author�tar�an�sm
The contemporary global landscape has ushered �n an era where democrat�c
governance �s w�dely recogn�zed as leg�t�mate and enl�ghtened (Caraman�, 2020).
Desp�te th�s, the res�l�ence and spread of author�tar�an reg�mes �n the post-Cold
War per�od have ra�sed cr�t�cal quest�ons regard�ng the�r adaptab�l�ty and
�nfluence. 
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Recent stud�es h�ghl�ght the r�se of "autocrat�zat�on," a process where democrat�c
systems gradually erode through subtle author�tar�an pract�ces, such as the
weaken�ng of checks and balances and the curta�lment of c�v�l l�bert�es
(Lührmann & L�ndberg, 2019).

The var�et�es of author�tar�an systems have evolved s�gn�f�cantly. Wh�le Juan L�nz
(2000) h�stor�cally placed reg�mes between democrac�es and total�tar�an systems,
more contemporary work by Lev�tsky and Way (2010) emphas�zes compet�t�ve
author�tar�an�sm, where formal democrat�c �nst�tut�ons ex�st but are
systemat�cally underm�ned by rul�ng el�tes. Modern examples, such as Orban’s
Hungary, and Put�n’s Russ�a, �llustrate how leaders consol�date power through
electoral man�pulat�on and suppress�on of d�ssent (Bermeo, 2016). These reg�mes
blur the l�nes between democracy and author�tar�an�sm by ma�nta�n�ng
�nst�tut�onal facades wh�le subvert�ng the�r essence.

Recent stud�es emphas�ze the role of central�zed author�ty �n author�tar�an
reg�mes' durab�l�ty. Accord�ng to Magara (2024), author�tar�an systems l�ke
S�ngapore’s thr�ve due to the�r ab�l�ty to suppress d�ssent wh�le foster�ng
econom�c growth through technocrat�c governance. Conversely, frag�le states l�ke
South Sudan struggle under author�tar�an�sm, as the�r governance models are
plagued by corrupt�on and weak �nst�tut�onal frameworks, wh�ch prevent state-
bu�ld�ng and econom�c stab�l�ty.

Furthermore, the role of d�g�tal technolog�es �n modern author�tar�an�sm cannot
be overlooked. Gur�ev and Tre�sman (2020) argue that contemporary autocrats
rely less on overt repress�on and more on "�nformat�onal autocracy"—a strategy
that employs med�a control, d�s�nformat�on, and surve�llance to man�pulate publ�c
percept�on wh�le avo�d�ng the overt v�olence assoc�ated w�th older forms of
d�ctatorsh�p. Th�s reflects the dynam�c adaptab�l�ty of author�tar�an governance �n
the 21st century.Pye (2023) note that such strateg�es have enabled some reg�mes
to ma�nta�n domest�c control wh�le project�ng an �mage of modern�ty on the
global stage, a phenomenon part�cularly ev�dent �n S�ngapore’s author�tar�an
cap�tal�sm. In add�t�on, the global r�se of popul�st leaders �n ostens�bly democrat�c
systems has further challenged trad�t�onal def�n�t�ons of author�tar�an�sm. Mounk
(2018) contends that popul�st movements often act as gateways to
author�tar�an�sm by foster�ng polar�zat�on, deleg�t�m�z�ng oppos�t�on, and
weaken�ng democrat�c �nst�tut�ons under the gu�se of represent�ng the “w�ll of
the people.” Th�s underscores the grow�ng complex�ty and flu�d�ty of author�tar�an
governance, necess�tat�ng a more nuanced analyt�cal framework.
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Thus, contemporary author�tar�an reg�mes vary w�dely, both structurally and
operat�onally, rang�ng from m�l�tary juntas to hybr�d systems that co-opt
democrat�c tools. Scholars �ncreas�ngly emphas�ze the �mportance of
understand�ng these nuances to assess the res�l�ence, adaptab�l�ty, and soc�etal
�mpacts of author�tar�an�sm �n a rap�dly chang�ng geopol�t�cal env�ronment. As
h�ghl�ghted by Doboš and M�čko (2024), th�s complex�ty �s part�cularly
pronounced �n reg�ons l�ke Sub-Saharan Afr�ca, where the fa�lure to reconc�le
h�stor�cal gr�evances w�th modern governance models cont�nues to challenge
state leg�t�macy and �nst�tut�onal coherence.

II.Democracy, Author�tar�an�sm, and Econom�c Stab�l�ty
The relat�onsh�p between governance systems and econom�c development
rema�ns central to pol�t�cal sc�ence and development stud�es. Recent emp�r�cal
analyses have challenged trad�t�onal assumpt�ons about the super�or�ty of
democrat�c systems �n foster�ng econom�c growth. For example, Przeworsk� et al.
(2000) argue that wh�le democrac�es tend to promote �nclus�v�ty and long-term
growth, they are not �nherently super�or to author�tar�an reg�mes �n generat�ng
short-term econom�c ga�ns. Indeed, author�tar�an reg�mes l�ke Ch�na, V�etnam,
and S�ngapore have demonstrated remarkable econom�c success by
�mplement�ng dec�s�ve pol�c�es w�thout pol�t�cal oppos�t�on (Caraman�, 2020).
Malesky and London (2014) h�ghl�ght that V�etnam’s econom�c growth under
author�tar�an rule was ach�eved through �nst�tut�onal exper�mentat�on and
gradual market l�beral�zat�on, enabl�ng econom�c adaptat�on wh�le ma�nta�n�ng
t�ght pol�t�cal control. S�m�larly, Ch�na’s “author�tar�an cap�tal�sm” (He & Thøgersen,
2010) �llustrates how central�zed governance can dr�ve econom�c reforms and
�nfrastructure development w�th speed and eff�c�ency unmatched by democrat�c
systems. However, the author�tar�an advantage �s not un�versal. Knutsen (2011)
notes that wh�le some author�tar�an reg�mes ach�eve econom�c success, others—
l�ke South Sudan, Z�mbabwe, and Venezuela—are plagued by corrupt�on, confl�ct,
and weak �nst�tut�ons, result�ng �n econom�c stagnat�on. Recent stud�es
emphas�ze that the qual�ty of �nst�tut�ons, rather than the reg�me type �tself, �s the
cr�t�cal determ�nant of econom�c stab�l�ty and growth (North, 1990; Acemoglu &
Rob�nson, 2019).

Also, recent research h�ghl�ghts the d�vergent outcomes of author�tar�an
governance based on �nst�tut�onal qual�ty. As Haen�g and J� (2024) po�nt out,
S�ngapore exempl�f�es an author�tar�an reg�me that has successfully leveraged �ts
�nst�tut�onal eff�c�ency and global �ntegrat�on to foster susta�ned econom�c
growth. In stark contrast, South Sudan’s author�tar�an system �s character�zed by
weak �nst�tut�ons, endem�c corrupt�on, and an �nab�l�ty to cap�tal�ze on �ts resource
wealth, lead�ng to econom�c stagnat�on and pol�t�cal �nstab�l�ty.
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 A more cr�t�cal perspect�ve quest�ons the susta�nab�l�ty of author�tar�an-led
growth. Haber and Menaldo (2011) argue that wh�le author�tar�an reg�mes may
ach�eve short-term econom�c ga�ns, the�r lack of pol�t�cal accountab�l�ty often
leads to �neff�c�enc�es, el�te capture, and econom�c �nequal�ty. For �nstance,
Ch�na’s rap�d �ndustr�al�zat�on has resulted �n s�gn�f�cant env�ronmental
degradat�on and w�den�ng �ncome d�spar�t�es, h�ghl�ght�ng the trade-offs of
author�tar�an econom�c pol�c�es. Furthermore, recent global trends demonstrate
that democrac�es, desp�te the�r challenges, tend to foster more equ�table and
�nclus�ve growth (Gerr�ng et al., 2020). Democrat�c systems pr�or�t�ze the
protect�on of property r�ghts, pol�t�cal stab�l�ty, and �nnovat�on, wh�ch are v�tal for
long-term econom�c res�l�ence. Conversely, author�tar�an reg�mes face greater
r�sks of econom�c volat�l�ty due to the�r dependence on central�zed dec�s�on-
mak�ng and the absence of mechan�sms for �nst�tut�onal correct�on (Besley &
Kudamatsu, 2008). Arıöz and Topdağ (2024) argues that the �nterplay between
governance models and econom�c outcomes �s part�cularly ev�dent �n frag�le
states l�ke South Sudan, where author�tar�an pract�ces exacerbate soc�o-econom�c
�nequal�ty and h�nder resource management. Meanwh�le, S�ngapore serves as a
counterexample, where �nst�tut�onal coherence and technocrat�c governance
have enabled long-term econom�c prosper�ty, desp�te �ts lack of democrat�c
freedoms.

Ult�mately, the democracy-author�tar�an�sm debate underscores that econom�c
success �s not solely cont�ngent on reg�me type but on �nst�tut�onal capac�ty,
governance qual�ty, and the ab�l�ty to adapt to global econom�c changes. As Sen
(1999) argues, development must be understood as a mult�d�mens�onal process
encompass�ng freedoms, equ�ty, and human well-be�ng—factors that
author�tar�an reg�mes often struggle to address.

III.S�ngapore’s One-Party Author�tar�an�sm and Economy
Desp�te �ts small s�ze, spann�ng only 716 square k�lometers, S�ngapore holds a
s�gn�f�cant place �n debates on democrat�zat�on (Verwe�j & Pel�zzo, 2009). Contrary
to l�beral democrat�c theory, the nat�on demonstrates a h�gh level of econom�c
development and rule of law, desp�te be�ng governed under an author�tar�an,
one-party system. Th�s �llustrates that the rule of law does not �nherently
guarantee democrat�c governance. S�ngapore offers an East As�an alternat�ve to
the Western democrat�c model (Bell, 1997). S�nce 1965, the country has been
governed by the People's Act�on Party (PAP). Follow�ng the 30-year rule of Lee
Kuan Yew, h�s son, Lee Hs�en Loong, currently holds power. Although elect�ons are
held every four to f�ve years, they are w�dely regarded as ceremon�al. S�ngapore’s
author�tar�an�sm �s often descr�bed as "soft author�tar�an�sm," but fundamental
democrat�c pr�nc�ples, such as freedom of express�on, rema�n l�m�ted.
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The oppos�t�on �s subject to suppress�on, w�th opponents of the reg�me frequently
fac�ng �mpr�sonment. The government pr�or�t�zes soc�etal �nterests over �nd�v�dual
r�ghts �n �ts pol�cy development, wh�ch has led cr�t�cs to accuse the reg�me of
foster�ng a "culture of fear" (Leong, 2000). Desp�te th�s, S�ngapore rema�ns
compet�t�ve �nternat�onally, thanks to �ts advancements �n technology, cap�tal
accumulat�on, trade pol�c�es, and human resources (Toh, 1998). The stab�l�ty and
cont�nued econom�c growth of the reg�me have been central to the pers�stence
of the one-party rule.

Econom�c Consequences of the S�ngapore’s One-Party Rule
Under the 30-year re�gn of the PAP, S�ngapore exper�enced rap�d �ncreases �n per
cap�ta �ncome. Th�s econom�c progress altered the country's soc�al dynam�cs,
s�gn�f�cantly reduc�ng poverty levels wh�le �mprov�ng welfare through
government-supported �n�t�at�ves �n hous�ng, employment, and educat�on
(Rodan, 1998). Between 1960 and 2000, S�ngapore recorded the h�ghest �ncrease
�n nat�onal �ncome globally, and by 1997, �t ranked e�ghth �n the world �n terms of
overall welfare. Per cap�ta �ncome rose from just $511 �n 1965 to $54,000 �n recent
years (Ilz�ns, 2015), �ncreas�ng the leg�t�macy and acceptab�l�ty of the one-party
reg�me among the populat�on. Although the 2008 global f�nanc�al cr�s�s slowed
growth, S�ngapore rema�ns a magnet for job seekers due to �ts wealth and
prosper�ty (Verwe�j & Pel�zzo, 2009).

In the 1980s, S�ngapore’s government �ncorporated �nformat�on technology �nto
�ts strategy to transform the country �nto a manufactur�ng hub. Econom�c
planners sought to promote the w�despread appl�cat�on of IT to boost welfare
levels (Rodan, 1998). The government establ�shed state-sponsored comm�ttees
a�med at computer�z�ng publ�c serv�ces, w�th software and telecommun�cat�ons
emerg�ng as key areas for future development, supported d�rectly by the state. As
a result, S�ngapore’s economy evolved �nto a knowledge-based system. 
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The �sland attracted workers not only from reg�onal countr�es such as Bangladesh,
Indones�a, and the Ph�l�pp�nes but also from the Un�ted States and Europe, lured
by the country’s advanced IT sector and h�gh wages. 

Desp�te �ts author�tar�an nature, S�ngapore d�st�ngu�shes �tself from other As�an
nat�ons due to �ts eff�c�ent governance, lack of wasteful pol�c�es, strong t�es
between the government and commerc�al ent�t�es, and the absence of crony�sm
(Low, 2000). Th�s comb�nat�on of factors has allowed S�ngapore to ma�nta�n a
un�que pos�t�on as a prosperous and technolog�cally advanced nat�on. The GDP
per cap�ta of S�ngapore, from 1960 to 2022 graph�c also h�ghl�ghts the country's
remarkable econom�c growth under �ts one-party rule. S�ngapore's steady r�se �n
GDP per cap�ta reflects the success of �ts long-term development strateg�es,
transform�ng the nat�on �nto one of the wealth�est and most compet�t�ve
econom�es globally.

IV.South Sudan and Internal Turmo�l
South Sudan, wh�ch ga�ned �ndependence �n 2011, �s one of the world’s youngest
countr�es. However, the country qu�ckly descended �nto c�v�l war �n 2013,
stemm�ng from pol�t�cal tens�ons between Pres�dent Salva K��r Mayard�t and h�s
former deputy, R�ek Machar (Radon & Logan, 2014). A semblance of peace was
restored w�th the s�gn�ng of the Khartoum Declarat�on �n 2018. S�nce
�ndependence, the pol�t�cal structure of South Sudan has been largely
author�tar�an, w�th Pres�dent Salva K��r Mayard�t consol�dat�ng power by hold�ng
the roles of head of state, head of government, and ch�ef of the jud�c�ary (Prun�er
& G�sselqu�st, 2003). Desp�te the lack of a permanent const�tut�on, the �nter�m
prov�s�ons grant the pres�dent the author�ty to d�ssolve parl�ament, wh�le
proh�b�t�ng h�s removal from off�ce. Accord�ng to data from Freedom House
(2022), South Sudan ranked among the most repress�ve countr�es, scor�ng just 1
out of 100 po�nts �n terms of pol�t�cal and c�v�l l�bert�es. Th�s poor rank�ng �s
pr�mar�ly attr�buted to the absence of a fa�r electoral process, �neffect�ve elect�on
laws, and l�m�ted pol�t�cal plural�sm and part�c�pat�on. Elect�ons scheduled for 2015
were postponed to 2018, then to 2021, and f�nally to 2023, underm�n�ng any cla�ms
of electoral �ndependence. Although the const�tut�on theoret�cally guarantees
freedom of the press and express�on, �n pract�ce, the government censors d�ssent
and arrests cr�t�cal journal�sts. The c�v�l war has also severely curta�led educat�on,
and wh�le the jud�c�ary �s nom�nally �ndependent, �t rema�ns largely �neffect�ve.
The ongo�ng pol�t�cal �nstab�l�ty and �nternal confl�ct have left South Sudan
among the least developed nat�ons, accord�ng to Un�ted Nat�ons cr�ter�a, w�th
adm�n�strat�ve and soc�o-h�stor�cal factors contr�but�ng to �ts econom�c decl�ne
(Husák, 2022).
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From South Sudan's Author�tar�an�sm to Econom�c Problems
South Sudan rema�ns one of the least developed countr�es globally, desp�te �ts
cons�derable natural resources. Decades of m�l�tary d�ctatorsh�ps, �nternal
confl�cts, w�despread poverty, and �nadequate governance have exacerbated the
country’s econom�c struggles. Although endowed w�th s�gn�f�cant resources such
as o�l, d�amonds, and gold, South Sudan has been unable to effect�vely cap�tal�ze
on these assets due to the protracted c�v�l war (Baş, 2007). M�l�tary �ntervent�ons
have further st�fled econom�c development (Manfred� & M�rghan�, 2022).
Accord�ng to Internat�onal Monetary Fund (IMF) data, average annual per cap�ta
�ncome fell from $1,000 to $230 follow�ng �ndependence �n 2011. W�th l�m�ted
success �n domest�c trade, South Sudan has rel�ed heav�ly on fore�gn trade,
part�cularly the export of o�l. O�l revenues account for nearly all of the country’s
total exports and over 40% of �ts GDP (Schull, 1998). Desp�te numerous confl�cts
purportedly fought for democrat�c reforms, the pers�stence of author�tar�an
governance and soc�al unrest have h�ndered the nat�on’s econom�c progress (Voll,
1992). As a result, South Sudan’s largely rural economy has fa�led to develop, and
the country has cons�stently ranked among the most frag�le states �n Afr�ca s�nce
�ts �ndependence (Prun�er & G�sselqu�st, 2003). 
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The author�tar�an governance of South Sudan, compounded by prolonged
�nternal confl�ct, has left much of the populat�on �n poverty. The c�v�l war that
erupted �n 2013 caused severe damage to �nfrastructure and h�ndered agr�cultural
product�v�ty, push�ng nearly 80% of the populat�on below the poverty l�ne (World
Bank, 2023). The f�gure 2 �llustrates South Sudan's chron�c underdevelopment �n
bas�c �nfrastructure. Desp�te �ts natural resources, the country's �nab�l�ty to prov�de
w�despread access to electr�c�ty reflects the broader econom�c struggles rooted �n
weak governance and prolonged �nternal confl�ct.
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 Heavy rel�ance on o�l has made the economy vulnerable to fluctuat�ons �n global
o�l pr�ces, wh�le w�despread corrupt�on, reflected �n South Sudan’s rank�ng at the
bottom of the Corrupt�on Percept�ons Index (180 out of 180 countr�es), has further
d�verted resources away from cr�t�cal sectors l�ke healthcare and educat�on. The
author�tar�an reg�me’s focus on consol�dat�ng power, w�th frequent delays �n
elect�ons and �neffect�ve governance, has prevented the �mplementat�on of
mean�ngful econom�c reforms, leav�ng the country’s economy und�vers�f�ed and
stagnat�ng.

V.Compar�son of S�ngapore and Sudan: The Relat�onsh�p Between
Author�tar�an�sm and Econom�c Development 
The debate surround�ng the relat�onsh�p between author�tar�an�sm and
econom�c development �s marked by two pr�mary perspect�ves. One v�ew pos�ts
that author�tar�an states can ach�eve econom�c development more eff�c�ently,
wh�le the oppos�ng perspect�ve argues that democrat�c states are more l�kely to
exper�ence susta�nable econom�c growth. The cases of S�ngapore and South
Sudan prov�de a valuable framework for analyz�ng the relat�onsh�p between
author�tar�an governance and econom�c development, as they present
contrast�ng outcomes w�th�n s�m�lar pol�t�cal frameworks.

S�ngapore, governed by a form of soft author�tar�an�sm under a one-party system,
exempl�f�es an author�tar�an state that has ach�eved cons�derable econom�c
success. Its pol�c�es focused on technolog�cal advancement, attract�ng fore�gn
�nvestment, and foster�ng �nnovat�on have earned w�despread acceptance among
�ts c�t�zens (Bell, 1997). The People's Act�on Party (PAP), wh�ch has been �n power
for over three decades, has �mplemented pol�c�es that pr�or�t�ze the development
of �nformat�on technolog�es and transform�ng the country �nto a global
technolog�cal hub, thus foster�ng s�gn�f�cant econom�c growth.

In contrast, South Sudan, also an author�tar�an state, has struggled to ach�eve
comparable econom�c progress. Known for �ts pol�t�cal �nstab�l�ty, m�l�tary coups,
and �nternal confl�ct, South Sudan has yet to establ�sh the pol�t�cal and econom�c
stab�l�ty necessary for development. Elect�ons �n the country are repeatedly
postponed, and the state �s further destab�l�zed by ongo�ng rebell�ons and cr�ses.
The country's pre-�ndependence rural econom�c h�story, coupled w�th the lack of
technolog�cal �nfrastructure necessary to harness �ts natural resources, has
rendered �ts economy dependent on fore�gn trade. Unl�ke S�ngapore, South
Sudan has fa�led to develop the �nternal soc�al and �nst�tut�onal dynam�cs
necessary for econom�c growth, result�ng �n a repet�t�ve cycle of soc�o-h�stor�cal
challenges.
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As Sm�th (1966) suggests �n h�s structural�st perspect�ve, the �nst�tut�on of the
state plays a cr�t�cal role �n shap�ng the pol�t�cal system and �ts correspond�ng
order. The d�vergent trajector�es of S�ngapore and South Sudan reflect the �mpact
of structural d�fferent�at�on w�th�n author�tar�an reg�mes on econom�c
development. W�th�n each country, spec�f�c factors h�ghl�ght �nternal d�spar�t�es.
In S�ngapore, the al�gnment of pol�cy coherence w�th �nst�tut�onal eff�c�ency has
fostered technolog�cal �nnovat�on, fore�gn �nvestment, and �nfrastructure growth
across d�fferent sectors. Comparat�vely, South Sudan's �nst�tut�onal fragmentat�on,
compounded by reg�onal �nequal�t�es and resource m�smanagement, has led to
vary�ng econom�c cond�t�ons w�th�n �ts prov�nces. These �nternal dynam�cs
underscore the need for comparat�ve analys�s not only between the two countr�es
but also w�th�n the�r respect�ve governance and �nst�tut�onal frameworks. The
results �nd�cate that �nst�tut�onal eff�c�ency and h�stor�cal cont�nu�ty �n S�ngapore
fostered econom�c growth, whereas �n South Sudan, �nst�tut�onal fragmentat�on
and �nternal confl�ct �mpeded development. S�ngapore successfully leveraged �ts
governance to �ntegrate �nto global markets and attract s�gn�f�cant �nvestment,
wh�ch contr�buted to �ts susta�ned econom�c progress. In contrast, South Sudan's
rel�ance on o�l exports, comb�ned w�th governance weaknesses and prolonged
�nstab�l�ty, left �ts economy vulnerable to external shocks and stagnat�on. These
f�nd�ngs underscore the cr�t�cal role of governance qual�ty �n shap�ng econom�c
trajector�es, h�ghl�ght�ng how �nst�tut�onal strength and stab�l�ty can dr�ve growth,
wh�le �nst�tut�onal frag�l�ty and confl�ct h�nder development. S�ngapore's ab�l�ty to
establ�sh funct�onal �nst�tut�ons has fac�l�tated �ts econom�c success, desp�te �ts
author�tar�an governance. In contrast, South Sudan’s author�tar�an�sm,
compounded by �nternal confl�ct and �nst�tut�onal dysfunct�on, has h�ndered �ts
econom�c development. As L�ndstaedt (2020) observes, author�tar�an reg�mes
d�ffer �n the�r structures and capac�t�es, wh�ch, �n turn, shape the�r soc�al and
econom�c outcomes.

Thus, �t �s not accurate to assert that author�tar�an states are �nherently
econom�cally developed or underdeveloped. Rather, th�s assessment must
cons�der the soc�o-h�stor�cal foundat�ons of each state and �ts soc�ety (Hosse�n�,
2005). S�ngapore’s relat�vely stable author�tar�an reg�me, character�zed by
effect�ve state-bu�ld�ng and pos�t�ve econom�c pol�c�es, contrasts sharply w�th
South Sudan’s more turbulent and econom�cally stagnant author�tar�an�sm.
Consequently, the relat�onsh�p between author�tar�an�sm and econom�c
development �s cont�ngent upon the spec�f�c pol�t�cal, �nst�tut�onal, and h�stor�cal
contexts of each state. Th�s study bu�lds on ex�st�ng f�nd�ngs by Acemoglu and
Rob�nson (2006) and Rodr�k (2000), re�nforc�ng that �nst�tut�onal qual�ty
s�gn�f�cantly �mpacts econom�c outcomes. 
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S�ngapore al�gns w�th developmental author�tar�an models l�ke Ch�na and
V�etnam, where strong �nst�tut�ons and governance have dr�ven econom�c
growth. In contrast, South Sudan m�rrors cases of frag�le states such as Z�mbabwe
and Venezuela, where weak �nst�tut�ons and �nstab�l�ty have h�ndered
development. Comparat�ve research across other author�tar�an states could
prov�de further �ns�ghts �nto the complex relat�onsh�p between governance and
econom�c performance. Future research may explore the role of �nternat�onal
organ�zat�ons �n m�t�gat�ng econom�c �nstab�l�ty w�th�n frag�le author�tar�an
reg�mes, conduct long�tud�nal stud�es to analyze sh�fts �n �nst�tut�onal qual�ty and
econom�c outcomes over t�me, and exam�ne democrat�c trans�t�ons �n formerly
author�tar�an econom�es to �dent�fy pathways for susta�nable development.
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In add�t�on to the pol�t�cal and �nst�tut�onal factors shap�ng the econom�c
outcomes of author�tar�an reg�mes, �t �s �mportant to cons�der external �nfluences
such as global�zat�on, �nternat�onal trade partnersh�ps, and fore�gn d�rect
�nvestment. In the case of S�ngapore, �ts strateg�c �ntegrat�on �nto global markets
and ab�l�ty to attract fore�gn �nvestments have played a cr�t�cal role �n susta�n�ng
�ts econom�c growth. South Sudan’s l�m�ted engagement w�th the global
economy, compounded by �ts ongo�ng �nternal confl�cts, on the contrary, has
h�ndered �ts ab�l�ty to leverage such external resources for development. These
external dynam�cs further underscore the complex�ty of the relat�onsh�p between
governance structures and econom�c performance, demonstrat�ng that wh�le
�nternal factors are p�votal, the broader geopol�t�cal and econom�c env�ronment
also s�gn�f�cantly �nfluences a nat�on’s developmental trajectory.
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Conclus�on

In conclus�on, �t �s overly s�mpl�st�c to assert a d�rect and un�form relat�onsh�p
between author�tar�an�sm and econom�c development. Wh�le theor�sts such as
Samuel Hunt�ngton argue that author�tar�an reg�mes can more effect�vely
�mplement state pol�c�es and econom�c reforms, contemporary examples
demonstrate that the relat�onsh�p �s more complex and context-dependent.
Author�tar�an states such as Ch�na and South Korea have successfully challenged
Western democrat�c hegemony, yet the development trajectory of a state �s
shaped by mult�ple factors beyond �ts pol�t�cal reg�me alone. Th�s dynam�c �s
part�cularly ev�dent �n the cases of S�ngapore and South Sudan. S�ngapore’s
s�ngle-party author�tar�an government has successfully cap�tal�zed on �ts h�stor�cal
and nat�onal resources, s�gn�f�cantly �ncreas�ng per cap�ta �ncome and
transform�ng the nat�on �nto a hub of technolog�cal advancement and econom�c
prosper�ty. Conversely, South Sudan represents an example of a frag�le
author�tar�an state, unable to manage �nternal c�v�l confl�cts and soc�o-pol�t�cal
unrest, thus �nh�b�t�ng �ts econom�c growth. Therefore, when compar�ng the
econom�c outcomes of states �n relat�on to the�r governance systems, �t �s
essent�al to cons�der add�t�onal factors �ntr�ns�c to each country's soc�o-pol�t�cal
and h�stor�cal context. Adopt�ng a structural approach prov�des a more nuanced
understand�ng of these dynam�cs. States l�ke S�ngapore, wh�ch have establ�shed
strong �nst�tut�onal frameworks, can ach�eve econom�c development desp�te the�r
author�tar�an governance. In contrast, econom�c development �s more
challeng�ng �n states w�th unstable �nternal dynam�cs, such as South Sudan. The
compar�son between S�ngapore and South Sudan h�ghl�ghts the necess�ty of
exam�n�ng a state’s �nst�tut�onal capac�ty and soc�o-h�stor�cal cond�t�ons to fully
understand the relat�onsh�p between pol�t�cal reg�me types and econom�c
development.
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T�m Marshall uzun dönem muhab�rl�k yapmış uluslararası �l�şk�ler uzmanı b�r
yazardır. The T�mes, Independent ve Guard�an g�b� gazetelerde haberler yapmıştır.
Uluslararası çok satan Coğrafya Mahkumları k�tabının da yazarıdır. Duvar Çağı
Neden Bölünmüş B�r Dünyada Yaşıyoruz? k�tabı m�ll�yetç�l�k, k�ml�k pol�t�kaları,
görünmez bar�yerler hakkındadır. K�tap g�r�ş, sek�z bölüm ve sonuç kısmından
oluşmaktadır.

G�r�ş kısmında duvar tab�r�n�n bar�yerler, ç�tler ve bölünmeler �ç�n kullandığı �fade
ed�lm�şt�r. Duvarların hang� tarafında durulursa durulsun yakından bakıldığında
duvarlar hem boyut hem de tems�l ett�kler� yüzünden ez�c� h�ssett�rmekted�r.
F�z�ksel duvarlar tuğla, beton ve kablolar g�b� gözükse de bunlar bölünmen�n
başlangıcıdır. Bölünmeler küreselleşm�ş b�r dünyada k�ml�k mücadeleler�ne
neden olmaktadır. K�ml�k mücadeleler� ayrışma oluşturab�lecek m�ll�yetç�l�k ve d�n
�le pol�t�kanın kes�şt�ğ� yerlerde yaşanmaktadır. K�ml�kler d�ğerler�yle rekabet ed�p
çatışmaya yol açab�l�r. K�ml�k çatışması “onlar ve b�z” eksen�nde devam
etmekted�r. B�zler� ayıran şey�n ne olduğunu anlamak bugünü anlamayı
sağlayacaktır.

B�r�nc� bölüm “Ç�n” başlığında ülke tar�hsel olarak ele alınarak, ülken�n
b�rleşt�r�lmes�n�n her dönemde zor b�r görev olduğu, farklı etn�k kökenlerden
�nsanların farklı d�ller konuştuğu, beş coğraf� zaman kuşağında bulunduğu
anlatılmıştır. Ülkey� bütünleşt�ren unsurun uzunluğu 21 b�n k�lometreden fazla
olan Ç�n Sedd� olduğu anlatılmıştır. Ülkey� çevreleyen Ç�n Sedd� batı �le kuzey
arasında tarım alanlarını gel�şt�rerek �st�krarı sağlamıştır. Böylece Ç�n’�n güvenl�ğ�
pek�şt�r�lm�şt�r. Ancak bazı komün�stler duvarın feodal geçm�ş� hatırlattığını ve
tahr�p ed�lmes� gerekt�ğ�n� düşünmüştür. 1984 yılında Ç�n Sedd�’n� sevme ve
restore etme f�kr� aslında Ç�n’�n tur�zm ve döv�z beklent�s�n�n b�r net�ces�yd�. En
büyük bölünme kent �le kırsal, zeng�n �le fak�r arasındadır bundan Komün�st Part�
end�şe duymaktadır. K�ş�ler�n her türlü b�lg�s�n�n kayıt altında olduğu s�stemde
herkes yakından tak�p ed�lmekted�r. Şeh�rlere göçü engellemeye yönel�k
pol�t�kalarla �nsanlar kırsal veya kent sak�n� olarak sınıflandırılmıştır. Ancak devlet
kütüğe geç�len yer �le nerede yaşanacağına ve devlet h�zmetler�n�n nereden
alınacağını da bel�rler. Örneğ�n kırsal yerde kayıtlı b�r� Şangay’da sosyal güvenl�k ve
sağlık h�zmet�nden faydalanamaz. B�r d�ğer duvar halkının d�j�tal bağlantılarını
kesmekt�r. Büyük güvenl�k duvarı olarak b�l�nen durum “Altın Kalkan” olarak
adlandırılır. Amaç nüfusu demokras�, �fade özgürlüğü ve teknoloj�s�z kültür g�b�
zararlı f�k�rlerden korumaktır. Ç�n’de yaşayanlar Facebook, YouTube, Uluslararası
Af Örgütü g�b� �nternet s�teler�ne er�ş�m sağlayamaz. Yönet�me göre �nternet
ekonom�k ve toplumsal �st�krarı bozab�lecek n�tel�kted�r. 
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İk�nc� bölüm “ABD” başlığında �se Başkan Trump’ın �lk dönem�nde ABD-Meks�ka
sınırına �z�ns�z göçü azaltmak �ç�n duvar �nşa etme amacından bahsed�lm�şt�r.
Duvar Amer�kalıları Amer�kalı olmayanlardan ayırmayı amaçlarken, önce Amer�ka
yaklaşımını yansıtmaktadır. Amer�kalı seçmenler�n b�r kısmı nüfus değ�ş�m�nden,
beyaz çoğunluğun azalacağından, İng�l�zce konuşulan b�r ülke olmaktan
çıkacaklarından end�şelenmekted�r. Aslında duvar Trump yönet�m�yle gündeme
gelmem�şt� önces�nde de vardı. 2000’ler�n başında başkan George Bush Güvenl�
Ç�t Yasasını onaylayarak duvar �nşa ed�lmes�n� kabul etm�şt�r. ABD �ç�n duvarların
�ron�k b�r yönü vardır. Çünkü pek çok k�ş� ABD’ye tur�st v�zes�yle yasal yollardan
g�r�p yerleşmekted�r. Ayrıca duvarın ötes�ndek� Meks�ka’nın çok katı göç yasaları
vardır. Meks�ka yıllık olarak ABD’n�n yaptığından daha fazla k�ş�y� sınır dışı
etmekted�r. ABD-Meks�ka arasında farklılıklar olmasına rağmen ülke ekonom�ler�
b�rb�r�ne bağlanmaktadır. ABD ırkçılığın büyük mesele olduğu b�r yerd�r, bu en
açık şek�lde s�yahlarla beyazlar arasında gözlemlen�r. Amer�ka’da s�yah olarak
doğmak beyaz b�r�ne göre büyük �ht�malle daha yoksul, daha az eğ�t�ml� ve daha
az sağlıklı olmak demekt�r. D�n� farklılıkların da fazla olduğu ABD, k�ml�k
s�yaset�n�n yüksel�ş�yle kutuplaşıp ayrışan b�r yapıdadır. Duvarlar Amer�kan
tanımını gerçekleşt�rme amacı taşısa da ABD g�derek bölünmüş hale geld�ğ�nden
daha rasyonel ve açık f�k�rl� yaklaşımlara �ht�yaç duymaktadır.

Üçüncü bölüm “İsra�l ve F�l�st�n” de �se bu bölgeler�n duvarla ayrıldığı anlatılmıştır.
İk� ülke arasındak� sınır 1948 İsra�l’�n ortaya çıkmasından bu yana tartışma
konusudur. Yeş�l Hat ateşkes ç�zg�s� üzer�nde anlaşılmasına rağmen İsra�l Golan
Tepeler�, S�na� bölges�, Batı Şer�a ve Gazze’y� �şgal etm�şt�r. F�l�st�nl�ler�n görüşü
bar�yer�n haksız yere toprak almak �ç�n bahane olduğudur. İsra�l tarafında �se
duvarı destekleyenler çoğunluktadır ve İsra�l duvarın güvenl�ğ� �ç�n hayat� rol
oynadığını öne sürmekted�r. Gazze hem İsra�l hem de Mısır çıkışları kısıtlı ç�tler�n
arasında sıkışmış durumdadır. İk� devletl� çözümün olma �ht�mal� sınırın nereden
geçeceğ�, tarafların uzlaşısı g�b� zorluklar neden�yle mümkün gözükmemekted�r.
Bölünme Yahud�ler �ç�n Ağlama Duvarı’nda da bulunur. Duvara kadark� açık
alanın üçte b�r� kadınlara, gen�ş kısmı �se erkeklere ayrılır. S�nagoglarda da durum
benzerd�r, cemaat kısımlara ayrılmıştır. Ancak herkes bundan hoşnut değ�ld�r, bazı
kadınların toplu dua, erkekler g�b� dua şalları g�yme g�b� �stekler� vardır. Bu tür
�stekler� d�le get�ren kadınlar �ç�n pol�s koruması gereken olaylar yaşanmıştır. 
Dördüncü bölüm “Ortadoğu” da �se küçük duvarların varlığından, bu sayede
güvenl�ğ�n tes�s ed�lmeye çalışıldığından, r�sk altındak� kent merkezler�nde
duvarların yükseld�ğ�nden bahsed�lm�şt�r. Çatışma nedenler�n�n genelde Sünn�-Ş�a
arasındak� ayrışmaları olduğundan, Suud� Arab�stan’ın kuzey ve güney sınırına
ç�tler ördüğünden, Kuveyt’�n cepheler�n� ç�tle kapattığından, Tunus, Mısır’ın
sınırlarında ç�tler örmes�nden bahsed�lm�şt�r. 
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Arapların m�ll�yetç�l�k ve sun� sosyal�zm� dened�ğ� ancak B�rleş�k Arab�stan
hayal�n�n gerçekleşemed�ğ�, b�rleş�k b�r bölge hal�ne gelemed�kler� anlatılmıştır.
Ş�md� b�le Arap ülkeler� ve halkları bölünmüş, çoğu çatışmadan yıpranmış,
jeopol�t�k mücadeleler� sürdüren yerlerd�r.

Beş�nc� bölüm “H�nd�stan Altkıtası” H�nd�stan’ın Bangladeş cephes�n�n en uzun
sınır ç�t�nden bahsed�lm�şt�r. Ç�t�n gerekçes� s�lah, eşya kaçakçılığı, sınır ötes�ndek�
�syancıları caydırmak, yasadışı göçü engellemekt�r. H�nd�stan ayrıca Pak�stan’ın da
egemenl�k hakkını �lan ett�ğ� Kaşm�r boyunca da bar�yer �nşa etm�şt�r. Pak�stan
BM kararları ve yerel anlaşmalara aykırı olduğu gerekçes�yle bar�yer �nşasını
eleşt�r�rken H�nd�stan �se önlem alma amaçlı olduğunu �dd�a ederek bar�yerler�
meşrulaştırmak �stemekted�r. H�ndu toplumundak� kast farkı �nsanlar arasında
der�n etk�ler� olmuş duvar görev� görmüştür. Hatta bu konuda yüksek kasttan olan
Mahatma Gandh� “H�ndu toplumu ayakta duruyorsa, bunun sebeb�n�n kast
s�stem� üzer�ne kurulmuş olduğuna �nanıyorum…kast s�stem�n� yok etmek
h�nduların kast s�stem�n�n ruhu olan kalıtsal meslek prens�b�nden vazgeçmes�
anlamına gel�r. Kalıtsal prens�p edeb� prens�pt�r. Onu değ�şt�rmek düzens�zl�k
çıkarır” dem�şt�r. Ancak şeh�rlere göçün artmasıyla hang� kasttan olunduğu daha
az bel�rg�n olmaktadır. En aşağılayıcı sosyal s�stemlerden b�r� olan kast s�stem�
yüzünden oluşan duvarlar göç hareketler�yle zayıflamaya başlamıştır.

Altıncı bölüm “Afr�ka” Fas duvarından bahsederek başlamıştır. Avrupalı
sömürgec�ler Afr�ka kıtasının sınırlarını har�tada ç�zerek ulus devlet oluşturmuş
ancak bunlar kıtadak� gelenek, kültür ve etn�k kökene d�kkat etmem�şt�r. Afr�ka’da
kab�leye a�t olma öneml�d�r. Portek�zl�ler 1485’de kıtada Ben�n İmparatorluğu’na
geld�kler�nde kend� başkentler�nden daha büyük kentsel alanlar görüp hayran
olmuştur. Şeh�r y�rm� metreye ulaşan duvarlar ve der�n hendeklerle çevr�lm�şt�r.
Sömürgec�l�ğ�n yaşandığı kıtadan sömürgec�ler ayrılırken sun� ülkeler bırakmıştır.
Bu yüzden �ç savaşlar kıtada çokça yaşanmıştır. D�ğerler�ne göre daha zeng�n olan
Afr�ka ülkeler� yoksul göçmen akışı �stememekted�r. En zeng�n ülkelerden Güney
Afr�ka göçmenler �ç�n çek�m noktasıdır ve sınırları boyunca ç�t vardır.

Yed�nc� bölüm “Avrupa” da �se kıtada 20.yüzyılın en büyük bölünmes� olarak
Berl�n’dek� duvarı göster�r. Amaç �şgalc�ler� püskürtmek değ�l �nsanları �çerde
tutmaktır. O dönemde serbest dolaşım özgürlüğü kısıtlanmış, dem�r perden�n
geç�lmes� oldukça zorlaştırılmıştı. Ancak z�h�nlerde oluşan soyut duvarlar da söz
konusuydu. Batı ve Doğu Almanya b�rleşmes�nde bu net görüldü. B�rleşmeden
sonra Batı Almanyalılar memnun olsalar da zamanla başarısız ekonom�ye sah�p
doğu kısmın nüfusunu devralmanın mal� bedel� karşısında hoşnutsuz olmuştur.
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Ayrıca Doğu Almanyalılar da zorunlu yen�den eğ�t�m neden�yle aşağılanmış
h�ssett�ğ�nden bahsetmekted�r. 2010’da esk� doğulu olan Şansölye Merkel’e en
sevd�ğ� yemek sorulduğunda et ve turşuyla yapılan Rus kökenl� Doğu Almanya
çorbası “solyanka” cevabı manşetlere çıkmıştır. Doğu devletler� AB’ye dah�l
ed�ld�ğ�nde batıya doğru hızlı göç yaşanması göçmenlere yönel�k tutumunu
sertleşt�rm�şt�r. Duvarlar Rusya’yla sınırları olan Estonya ve Letonya’ya yüksel�r.
Avrupa Soğuk Savaş’ta olduğu g�b� aynı uzunlukta f�z�ksel bar�yerlere sah�pt�r.
M�ll�yetç� ve aşırı sağcı part�ler�n yüksel�şe geçt�ğ� Avrupa, AB �ç�n
end�şelenmekted�r.
 
Sek�z�nc� bölüm “B�rleş�k Krallık” Roma’nın fethett�ğ� Br�tanya’yı kuzey
kab�leler�nden korumak �ç�n MS. 122’de taştan �nşa ett�ğ� Hadr�an Duvarını anlatır.
Duvar meden�yet �le barbarları, İng�l�zler �le İskoçları ayırırdı. Günümüzde
çoğunluğu yok olan duvar sonrasında adada b�rl�ktel�k h�ss� oluşturulmaya
çalışılmıştır. Brex�t der�n ayrışmaları �fşa ed�p esk� ayrışmaları ş�ddetlend�rd�.
İskoçya ve Kuzey İrlanda, AB’de kalma yönünde oy verd�. İng�l�z toplumunda en
açık sınırlardan b�r� sınıfla �lg�l�d�r. B�rleş�k Krallıkta nüfusun sadece % 7’s� bağımsız
okullarda eğ�t�m görmüş ve bunlar yargıya, s�lahlı kuvvetlere, BBC’ye, s�yas�
part�lerdek� yüksek makamlara hak�md�r. Örneğ�n yüksek yargıçların % 71’� özel
okul eğ�t�ml�d�r ve bu k�ş�ler �ş dünyasında daha başarılı olacak bağlantılar
kazanmaktadır. AB’den ayrılma yönünde oy verenler�n çoğu daha yoksul
yerlerdend�, bu da zeng�n ve fak�r arasındak� geleneksel sınıf ayrımının b�r
yansımasıdır. Göç hareketler� ülke açısından değ�ş�me yol açmıştır. B�rleş�k Krallık’a
2015’de Polonya’dan 900 b�n k�ş� gelm�şt�r. Bazı Br�tanyalılar bu durumdan
rahatsız olmuştur. Ülkede d�n farklılıkları da bel�rley�c�d�r, en yaygın �k�nc� d�n olan
İslam’ın yüksel�ş�n�n devam edeceğ� düşünülmekted�r. Krallığın m�ll�yetç� h�sler,
sınıf ve d�n ayrımları karşısında sınav verd�ğ� söylenm�şt�r.

Sonuç kısmında �se duvarların bölünmeler� tems�l ett�ğ�, görünüşte aşılamaz
olduğu ve bunun korkutucu etk�ler�nden bahsed�lm�şt�r. Duvar �nşa etme
eğ�l�m�n�n hatalı çözüm olduğu varsayımları eleşt�r�lm�şt�r. Çünkü duvarlar
ülkeler�n kalıcı çözümler üretmes� �ç�n sorunlara geç�c� ve kısm� haf�fleme sağlar.
Çatışma yaşanmayan alanlardak� duvarların göç pol�t�kasının gereğ� olarak �nsan
akışını durdurmada gerekl�l�ğ� bel�rt�l�r. Göçü engellemek �ç�n Marshall Planı
benzer� b�r planın uygulanab�leceğ�, böylece göçe karşı önlem alınab�leceğ�
anlatılır. Ancak göç devam edecekt�r ve gel�şm�ş varlıklı ülkeler bunu kend�ler�ne
yönel�k tehd�t olarak algılayacaktır. Bu da �lerde duvar �nşa etme planlarına �vme
kazandıracaktır.
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Yazar f�z�k� duvarlardan bahsetm�ş ancak z�h�nlerde oluşan duvarlara da yer
verm�şt�r. K�tap bölümlere ayırırken bazı bölümlerde kıta ayrımı yapılmış, bazıları
�se ülke bazında ele alınmıştır. Özell�kle İsra�l ve F�l�st�n bölümü İsra�l’�n bakış
açısına oldukça ağırlık verd�ğ� �ç�n yeter�nce �ncelenmem�ş ve eks�k kalmıştır.
Afr�ka bölümü �ç�n de durum benzerd�r, kıta çok gen�ş olduğundan her ülken�n
�ncelenmes� mümkün olamamış ve yüzeysel b�r bölüm �çer�ğ� oluşmuştur. K�tap
genel olarak okuyucunun s�yas� tar�h ve güncel meselelerde f�k�r sah�b� olması �ç�n
başlangıç aşamasında yeterl� b�r eser olmuştur. 
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M�grat�on stor�es are grounded �n two fundamental emot�ons: hope and fear.
Wh�le hope threads through these narrat�ves as a shared theme, �ts express�on
and exper�ence d�ffer w�dely among m�grants. In Precar�ous Hope: M�grat�on and
the L�m�ts of Belong�ng �n Turkey, Ayşe Parla reframes hope not as an �nd�v�dual
sent�ment but as a collect�ve cond�t�on shaped by econom�c and legal structures.
Th�s approach prov�des a nuanced lens for understand�ng the emot�onal and
structural complex�t�es of m�grat�on. Parla �llustrates these dynam�cs through the
case of Bulgar�stan m�grants[1], a group perce�ved as relat�vely pr�v�leged �n
Turkey due to the�r ethn�c t�es. She h�ghl�ghts how m�grants from var�ous ethn�c
and rel�g�ous backgrounds who come to Turkey encounter starkly d�fferent
capac�t�es for hope under �ts m�grat�on and c�t�zensh�p reg�mes. Her focus l�es on
post-1990 Bulgar�an m�grants who, dr�ven by econom�c concerns, often worked �n
�nformal sectors and—unl�ke earl�er waves of m�grants—were den�ed automat�c
c�t�zensh�p. Through th�s lens, Parla exam�nes the “precar�ty” of hope that
emerges from Turkey’s ethn�c-based m�grat�on and c�t�zensh�p pol�c�es, espec�ally
dur�ng the prolonged c�t�zensh�p appl�cat�on processes. As she notes: “Th�s book
thus �nv�tes the reader to reth�nk the l�m�ts of belong�ng �n contemporary Turkey
from the perspect�ve of those to whom legal and cultural pr�v�lege �s �nt�mated,
prom�sed, and occas�onally del�vered.” (p. 21).

Now ava�lable �n Turk�sh as Kırılgan Umut: Türk�ye’de Göç ve A�d�yet�n Sınırları
(2023)[2], translated by Yunus Çet�n and publ�shed by İlet�ş�m Yayınları, Ayşe
Parla’s book represents a remarkable scholarly contr�but�on to m�grat�on stud�es.
By seamlessly merg�ng ph�losoph�cal debates on hope w�th anthropolog�cal
methodolog�es, Parla offers both a h�stor�cal cr�t�que of Turkey’s m�grat�on and
c�t�zensh�p reg�mes and an �nt�mate, ethnograph�c explorat�on of the l�ved
exper�ences of Bulgar�an m�grants. Th�s �nterd�sc�pl�nary approach prov�des a
fresh and cr�t�cal perspect�ve on m�grat�on stud�es, challeng�ng the d�sc�pl�ne’s
trad�t�onal focus on nat�onal�sm wh�le open�ng new avenues for exam�n�ng the
�ntr�cate �nterplay of pol�cy, �dent�ty, and emot�on. The book �s thoughtfully
structured, featur�ng an �ntroduct�on, four r�chly deta�led chapters, and a
conclus�on, each of wh�ch weaves theoret�cal d�scuss�ons w�th emp�r�cal data to
analyze var�ous d�mens�ons of hope among Bulgar�stanlı m�grants. 

[1] As Ayşe Parla states �n the �ntroduct�on of the book, due to the v�olent ass�m�lat�on pol�c�es the
Turk�sh m�nor�ty �n Bulgar�a endured between 1984 and 1989, Bulgar�an Turks avo�d ethn�c
�dent�f�cat�on by us�ng the term “Bulgar�stanlı” (from Bulgar�a), wh�ch emphas�zes geograph�c
or�g�n rather than ethn�c�ty. Therefore, she uses the term “Bulgar�stanlı” throughout the book. For
�nstance: Bulgar�stanl� (of/from Bulgar�a), Bulgar�stan göçmen� (m�grant of/ from Bulgar�a), and
Bulgar�stan Turkü (Turk�sh from/�n Bulgar�a) (p, 10).

[2] Ayşe Parla, Kırılgan Umut Türk�ye’de Göç ve A�d�yet�n Sınırları (Çev.Y.Çet�n) İstanbul: 
İlet�ş�m Yayınları, 2023, s 312., ISBN: 978-975-05-3520-8
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Parla’s met�culous attent�on to deta�l sh�nes through �n the ep�logue, wh�ch
prov�des an �ns�ghtful reflect�on on her methodology, further enr�ch�ng the book's
academ�c depth. 

Follow�ng the collapse of the commun�st reg�me �n Bulgar�a �n 1990, an ensu�ng
econom�c cr�s�s catalyzed a new wave of m�grat�on to Turkey. In contrast to earl�er
m�gratory movements—those tr�ggered by the v�olent d�ssolut�on of the Ottoman
Emp�re and the subsequent soc�al eng�neer�ng processes of emerg�ng nat�on-
states—the mot�vat�ons beh�nd these more recent m�grat�ons were
predom�nantly econom�c. Th�s sh�ft �n m�gratory patterns engendered a h�erarchy
of acceptance, even among m�grants ha�l�ng from the same reg�on. In the
�ntroductory chapter, “Sh�eld�ng Hope”, Parla del�neates the overarch�ng
framework of the book, �llustrat�ng the l�m�tat�ons of Turkey’s m�grat�on and
c�t�zensh�p reg�me, wh�ch �n�t�ally embraced Bulgar�stanlı m�grants through the
rhetor�c of k�nsh�p but began encounter�ng �ts structural boundar�es by 1990. She
expl�c�tly outl�nes her a�m to cr�t�cally exam�ne the nat�on-state-dr�ven m�grat�on
and c�t�zensh�p pol�c�es of Turkey, pos�t�on�ng her work �n d�alogue w�th the
ex�st�ng academ�c d�scourse on the subject.

“The H�stor�cal Product�on of Hope”, opens w�th a deta�led exam�nat�on of the
transformat�on of Turkey’s m�grat�on and c�t�zensh�p reg�me, wh�ch, for much of
the 20th century, favored �nd�v�duals of “Turk�c or�g�n” and read�ly granted
c�t�zensh�p to groups w�th cultural aff�n�t�es to Turk�sh her�tage. However, th�s
preferent�al treatment culm�nated �n a s�gn�f�cant sh�ft w�th the enactment of the
C�t�zensh�p Law �n 2009. Parla uses th�s h�stor�cal juncture to establ�sh a nuanced
framework for understand�ng the relat�ve pr�v�leges embedded w�th�n Turkey’s
m�grat�on pol�c�es, part�cularly as they perta�n to the post-1990 �nflux of
Bulgar�stanlı m�grants. Draw�ng on both h�stor�cal and legal perspect�ves, she
�dent�f�es the “hope” that emerged from the relat�ve pr�v�lege these m�grants
exper�enced �n compar�son to prev�ous waves. Th�s hope, Parla argues, was
grounded �n the h�stor�cal cont�nu�ty of Turkey’s ethn�c-based pol�c�es, wh�ch,
although mod�f�ed by the chang�ng pol�t�cal landscape, cont�nued to offer
favorable treatment to those of Turk�sh descent. Through v�v�d personal narrat�ves
of Gülb�ye and Elmas, Parla underscores how reg�me v�olence and econom�c
depr�vat�on �ntertw�ned to fuel m�grat�on from Bulgar�a. Moreover, she traces the
establ�shment of m�grant assoc�at�ons by earl�er Bulgar�an m�grants, emphas�z�ng
the�r cr�t�cal role �n fac�l�tat�ng the c�t�zensh�p struggles of the�r more recent
counterparts. In do�ng so, Parla h�ghl�ghts the complex dynam�cs of m�grat�on as
both a legal and soc�al process, shaped by both state pol�c�es and the l�ved
exper�ences of �nd�v�duals nav�gat�ng these sh�ft�ng terra�ns.
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The second chapter, t�tled Ent�tled Hope, explores the sense of ent�tlement
among Bulgar�stanlı m�grants, exempl�f�ed by Neban�ye, who bel�eves that, unl�ke
m�grants from reg�ons such as Georg�a, Uzbek�stan, or Afr�ca, her ethn�c
connect�on to Turkey as “k�n” guarantees her �nherent r�ght to c�t�zensh�p (p. 69).
Desp�te the legal challenges they face, Bulgar�stanlı m�grants cont�nue to
perce�ve themselves as more pr�v�leged due to the�r ethn�c t�es to Turkey, even
though they share the same legal status as other m�grant groups �n the post-1990
per�od. By exam�n�ng the transformat�on of Turkey’s m�grat�on and c�t�zensh�p
reg�me, Parla underscores how the h�stor�cal legacy of k�nsh�p-based pr�v�lege
shapes the self-percept�on of these m�grants, desp�te the evolv�ng legal
landscape. Th�s sense of pr�v�lege stands �n stark contrast to the precar�ous
exper�ences of other m�grant groups, such as Festus Okey, a N�ger�an footballer
whose trag�c and myster�ous death �n pol�ce custody h�ghl�ghts the stark d�spar�ty
�n treatment compared to the relat�vely favorable recept�on extended to
Bulgar�stanlı l�ke Nurcan and Hoşgül. 

The th�rd chapter, t�tled Precar�ous Hope, presents a deta�led analys�s of the
precar�ousness �nherent �n the exper�ences of Bulgar�stanlı m�grants, w�th a
part�cular focus on gender and generat�onal h�erarch�es of vulnerab�l�ty. Through
Ayşe Parla’s extens�ve f�eldwork, the chapter exam�nes how the �ntersect�on of
gender and ethn�c�ty shapes the exper�ences of Bulgar�stanlı m�grant women,
who, desp�te the�r relat�ve pr�v�lege due to the�r ethn�c k�nsh�p, are nonetheless
subjected to gendered v�olence and marg�nal�zat�on. The chapter also explores
the vulnerab�l�t�es faced by ch�ldren, who, l�ke women, occupy the lower rungs of
the h�erarchy of precar�ousness w�th�n m�grat�on. Parla reveals how, �n the 1990s
and early 2000s, Bulgar�stanlı ch�ldren were smuggled across borders by
"channelers" and faced uncerta�n access to educat�on �n Turkey. Th�s chapter
underscores how state and assoc�at�ve mechan�sms �nteract w�th m�grants’
c�t�zensh�p struggles and how these m�grants' l�ves are framed w�th�n both
gendered and ethn�cally �nflected d�scourses.

The fourth chapter, t�tled Nostalg�a as Hope, cr�t�cally exam�nes the rhetor�c
fram�ng m�grat�on from commun�st Balkan countr�es, part�cularly Bulgar�a, as an
escape by soydaş[3] from commun�st persecut�on between 1950 and 1989. W�th
the fall of commun�st reg�mes, th�s just�f�cat�on for m�grat�on lost �ts relevance �n
Turkey. Parla explores how the sh�ft �n m�grat�on and c�t�zensh�p pol�c�es, along
w�th the trans�t�on to a free-market economy, has reshaped m�grants' memor�es
of commun�sm. 

[3] The rhetor�c of soydaş �s a d�scourse used by Turkey dur�ng the Cold War to leg�t�m�ze the
m�grat�on of Turk�sh and Musl�m m�nor�t�es from commun�st Balkan countr�es by emphas�z�ng
the�r shared ethn�c and cultural t�es.
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She �nterrogates th�s rhetor�c wh�le also delv�ng �nto the pers�stent nostalg�a for
komun�zma (p.138) wh�ch cont�nues to shape the memor�es of m�grants desp�te
the v�olence they have exper�enced. The recollect�ons of Bulgar�a’s commun�st
past are mult�faceted, espec�ally regard�ng women’s part�c�pat�on �n the labor
market. Wh�le some v�ew th�s �nvolvement as an attempt to erase Turk�sh and
Musl�m �dent�t�es and �mpose a double burden, others �nterpret �t as a step
toward women’s emanc�pat�on (p.143-150). Through the personal stor�es of
m�grant women, Parla demonstrates how these �nd�v�duals reconstruct the�r
memor�es of commun�sm cons�der�ng the�r current m�grat�on exper�ences. Th�s
chapter, therefore, reveals the complex �ntersect�on of h�stor�cal memory, gender,
and m�grat�on w�th�n sh�ft�ng pol�t�cal landscapes.

In the conclus�on, t�tled Troubl�ng Hope, Parla beg�ns w�th a d�alogue about hope
between Gülcan, who has l�ved undocumented for three years, and her s�ster
Nef�ye, who st�ll holds a val�d res�dence perm�t, as they wa�t �n l�ne at the
Fore�gners’ Department. Gülcan, w�th l�ttle chance of benef�t�ng from the 2011
amnesty, says to her s�ster, who has no chance at all: “But don’t say th�ngs l�ke that
aga�n to make my hope empty.” (p. 164) After th�s po�gnant moment of unfulf�lled
hope, Parla sh�fts the focus from Bulgar�stanlı m�grants to a broader �ntellectual
d�scuss�on of hope. In the ep�logue, A Note on Method, or Hopeful Wa�t�ng �n
L�nes, reflects on the methodolog�cal cho�ces that shaped the f�eld research for
th�s book. Th�s research �s a successful example of the anthropology of wa�t�ng,
explor�ng how the exper�ence of wa�t�ng becomes a space of ant�c�pat�on,
powerlessness, and, often, prolonged uncerta�nty for m�grants. Wa�t�ng �s an
�ntegral part of the m�grant exper�ence, deeply shap�ng the�r narrat�ves of hope,
frustrat�on, and surv�val. Through the lens of wa�t�ng, Parla exam�nes the soc�o-
pol�t�cal and emot�onal d�mens�ons that def�ne the precar�ous l�ves of m�grants,
emphas�z�ng how wa�t�ng �s not s�mply a pass�ve moment, but a s�gn�f�cant s�te
where �dent�t�es, power dynam�cs, and asp�rat�ons are cont�nuously negot�ated. 

Parla’s study �s based on a well-structured three-phase ethnograph�c research.
The f�rst phase �s her doctoral research, conducted between 2002 and 2003, wh�ch
explores how Bulgar�an Turks, expelled from Bulgar�a �n 1989 and m�grated to
Turkey, were both embraced as “ethn�c k�n” and marg�nal�zed as “Bulgar�an
m�grants.” The second, and most s�gn�f�cant, phase of the f�eldwork spans 48
months from 2008 to 2013. The th�rd and f�nal phase cons�sts of an add�t�onal 12-
month f�eldwork conducted �n 2013 (p. �x-x��). 
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Dur�ng her ethnograph�c research, she also v�s�ted Bulgar�a w�th her �nterlocutors.
Her observat�ons of everyday l�fe �n Bulgar�a dur�ng these v�s�ts helped her better
understand why these m�grants cont�nue to nour�sh hopes of obta�n�ng Turk�sh
c�t�zensh�p. However, Parla does not fully address the northern-southern d�v�de
among Bulgar�stanlı Turks, even though she ment�ons �t �n the methodology
sect�on. Most of her �nterv�ewees are from the northern reg�on, wh�ch means the�r
exper�ences are shaped by greater �nfluences from commun�sm and Bulgar�an
culture. Th�s d�st�nct�on �s not cons�stently reflected �n her analys�s, as all the
women whose stor�es are presented �n the chapters are from the northern reg�on.


