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Kiymetli Okurlar,

biligin yeni sayisint sizlere ulagtrmaktan mutluluk duymaktayiz. Bu sayida yedi aragtirma
makalesi yer almakeadir. Bunlar arasinda yer alan ve 2008-2022 yaillar1 arasinda biligde
yayimlanan 686 arastirma makalesinin bibliyometrik analizini yapan ¢alisma yayin kurulu
olarak bize 151k tutmaktadir. Bahsi gecen ¢alisma biligde yayinlanan makaleleri ortak yazarlik,
iilke ve kurumsal ag analizleri ile atif analizi gercevesinde degerlendirmektedir. Igerik ve auf
analizleri ydntemi kullanilarak yapilan ¢aligmanin vardigi temel sonuglardan biri, makalelerin
cogunlukla Tiirkce ve tek yazarlt oldugu seklindedir. Bir diger énemli sonug ise bilige en
fazla katkinin Tiirkiye'deki tiniversitelerden saglandigy; 6zellikle Hacettepe Universitesi, Gazi
Universitesi ve Ankara Universitesinin 6ne ¢ikugt yoniindedir.

biligyayin kurulu olarak kalitemizi artirmaya yonelik tiim goriis ve 6nerileri Snemsemekteyiz.
Bu baglamda WoS’a taranan Turkiye adresli dergilerle siirekli istisare halindeyiz. TR Dizin
siirecini yoneten ULAKBIM’in yonlendirmelerini dikkatle takip ermekreyiz. Makale
kalitesini yiikseltmek, yazar ve hakem ¢esitliligini artirmak, yayimlanan calismalar ilgilisine
ulagtirmak, etik kurallara riayet gibi hususlar degismeyen onceliklerimizdir.

2008-2022 yillart arasina yonelik bilig'in bibliyometrik analizini yapan galisma; Ingilizce
makalelerin sayisinin artirilmast, yayin kuruluna yurt digindan akademisyenlerin davet
edilmesi, 6zel sayilarin yayinlanmasi gibi bazi tavsiyelerde de bulunmaktadir. 2022-2025
arast icin biligin bibliyometrik analizi yapilsa bunlarin cogunun gerceklestirilmesi yoniinde
ilerleme saglandig1 goriilecektir.

Dergiye en ¢ok katki saglayan tiniversiteler arasinda Hacettepe, Gazi ve Ankara
Universitelerinin olmast da tesadiif degildir. Zira bu iiniversiteler aragtirma iiniversitesi
niteligine sahip, bagari siralamasinda énde gelen yiiksekdgretim kurumlaridir. Bu baglamda
biligin, bu iniversitelerin bagarisini destekleyen bir akademik yayin oldugu sonucu
cikarilabilecegi gibi en bagarili tiniversitelerin en kaliteli akademisyenlerinin makalelerinin
yayinlandigt bir dergi oldugu sonucuna da varilabilir. Elbette tniversite cesitiliginin
artrilmasi, biligin gergek anlamuyla bir Tiirk diinyas: dergisi olmast icin daha ¢ok gayret
edecegiz.

Son olarak bu sayinin hazirlanmasina katki sunan yazar ve hakemlerimize tesekkiir ederken,
biligin bu giinlere gelmesinde emegi gecen tiim akademik ve idari personeli de siikran ve
minnetle yAd ediyoruz. Yeni yilin ilk ayinda size ulasan bu say: miinasebetiyle 2025 yilinin
milletimize ve tiim insanliga giizellikler getirmesi temennisiyle yeni yilinizi kutluyoruz.

Prof. Dr. Firat PURTAS
Editor






Dear Readers,

We are pleased to present you the new issue of bilig. There are seven research articles in
this issue. Among them, the bibliometric analysis of 686 research articles published in
bilig between 2008-2022 sheds light on us as the editorial board. This study evaluates the
articles published in bilig within the framework of co-authorship, country and institutional
network analysis and citation analysis. One of the main conclusions of the study using the
content and citation analysis method is that the articles are mostly in Turkish and single-
authored. Another important conclusion is that most of the contributions to bilig come
from universities in Turkey; especially Hacettepe University, Gazi University and Ankara
University stand out.

As bilig's editorial board, we welcome all opinions and suggestions on how we can improve
our quality. In this context, we are in constant consultation with the Turkish journals
indexed in WoS. We carefully follow the instructions of ULAKBIM, which manages the
TR Index process. Our unchanging priorities are to improve the quality of articles, increase
the diversity of authors and referees, deliver the published works to the relevant people, and
adhere to ethical rules.

The study, which conducts a bibliometric analysis of bilig for the period 2008-2022, also
makes some recommendations, such as increasing the number of articles in English, inviting
academics from abroad to the editorial board, and publishing special issues. A bibliometric
analysis of bilig for the period 2022-2025 will show that progress has been made in
implementing most of these recommendations.

It is no coincidence that Hacettepe, Gazi and Ankara Universities are among those that
contribute the most to the journal. This is because these are research universities and leading
universities in terms of success ranking. In this context, it can be concluded that bilig is not
only an academic publication that supports the success of these universities but also a journal
in which the articles of the highest quality academics of the best universities are published.
We will make more efforts to increase the diversity of universities and to turn &#/ig into a
journal of the Turkic world in the true sense.

All in all, while thanking our authors and referees who have contributed to the preparation
of this issue, we also remember with gratitude and appreciation all the academic and
administrative staff who have contributed to the development of bilig to this day. On the
occasion of this issue, which reaches you in the first month of the new year, we wish you
a Happy New Year, hoping that the year 2025 will bring beauty to our nation and to all
humanity.

Prof. Dr. Firat PURTAS
Editor
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Bibliometric Analysis of bilig from
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01-32

Abstract

This study aims to analyse the bibliometric characteristics of 686
research articles published between 2008 and 2022 in bilig, which
was published in 1996 and indexed by the Social Sciences Citation
Index since 2008. Within the scope of the study, co-authorship,
countries, and authorship trends in the context of institutional
network analysis were examined and citation analysis was carried
out. The methodology of the study consists of content and
citation analysis. VOSviewer, a software tool, was used to create
and visualise bibliometric networks. As a result of the analyses,
it was seen that most of the studies published in bilig were in
Turkish, and in terms of the number of authors, single-author
articles were found the most. In the evaluation made according
to the institutions, it was seen that the most contributions were
made by researchers from Hacettepe University, Gazi University

and Ankara University. It was determined that the studies in the
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journal were on literature, art, history, international relations
and political science, linguistics, culture, sociology, economy,
entrepreneurship, education, migration, geography, religion,
management, communication, and technology. It was found
that the most cited publication was the study on communication
published in 2010.

Keywords
bilig, bibliometrics, citation analysis, Turkic world, scientific

journal.
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bilig'in 2008-2022 Yallan Arasindaki
Bibliyometrik Analizi’

Yildiz Kocasavas™

Hiilya Askin Bala™*

Selen Ozcivanoglu™**
0z
Bu calismada, 2008-2022 yillari arasinda éilig Tiirk Diinyast
Sosyal Bilimler Dergisinde yayimlanan 686 arastirma
makalesinin bibliyometrik analizi yapilmisur. Analizlerde ortak
yazarlik, iilke ve kurumsal ag analizleri ele alinmug ve auf analizi
gerceklestirilmistir. Icerik ve atf analizleri yontemi kullanilarak
yapilan calismada, makalelerin gogunlukla Tiirkee ve tek yazarli
oldugu belirlenmistir. Dergiye en fazla katkinin Tirkiye'deki
tiniversitelerden saglandigi, 6zellikle Hacettepe, Gazi ve Ankara
Universitelerinin 6ne ¢iktig goriilmiistiir. Makaleler; edebiyat,
sanat, tarih, uluslararasi iligkiler, kiiltiir, sosyoloji, ekonomi,
egitim, gd¢, cografya, din, yonetim, iletisim, bilim ve teknoloji
gibi konular1 kapsamaktadir. En ¢ok auf alan yayinin, 2010°da
Ingilizce yayimlanan iletisim konulu makale oldugu tespit

edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler
bilig, bibliyometri, auf analizi, Tiirk diinyasi, bilimsel dergi.
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Introduction

Today, data obtained from scientific research are shared through written and
printed materials and social networks. One of the fastest and most effective
ways of sharing scientific results is scientific journals (Arik and Tiirkmen 1).
Journals, which are the most important means of scientific communication,
facilitate interaction in the scientific world by sharing the results of research
and analysis with the academic environment (Karagoz and Kog¢ Ardig
420). Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI), which is the leading index in
maintaining universal scientific quality and quality standards in the field of
social sciences, is the index where social sciences and educational sciences
journals are mostly scanned. The journals included in the index are the
journals that are most followed by the scientific world, have proven their
quality, and publish at certain standards. There are 8 journals from Tiirkiye

in the SSCI 2021 journal list. One of them is bilig.

bilig is a science-culture journal that started its publication life in 1996
within Ahmet Yesevi University. Since the 75" issue, the editorial board
of the journal, which has been edited by Prof. Dr. Firat Purtas, consists of
academicians from different branches of social sciences who are pioneers
in their fields. bilig, that is published four issues a year as Winter/January,
Spring/April, Summer/July, and Autumn/October, is one of the few journals
indexed by SSCI in the field of Social Sciences in Tiirkiye.

bilig aims to reveal the cultural richness, historical and current realities,
and problems of the Turkic world within scientific criteria and to propose
solutions to these issues. Started 27 years ago with this aim, bi/ig is a social
sciences journal that has gained international status. Since 2008, the journal
has been indexed in SSCI in the field of Area Studies, and according to the
data obtained from Web of Science, 686 research articles were published
between 2008-2022. The aim of this study is to examine the development
and evolution of the journal since its entry into Web of Science. The
following research question was determined in line with the studies in the
literature and the aims of the research:

- What are the trends in bilig publications according to authorship trends, topics,
and citations?
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bilig provides a micro-universe for analysing trends in the literature of the
Turkic world. With this in mind, the limitations of the previous study by Al
etal. (1), which covers the bibliometric analysis of 100 studies published by
bilig after its entry into citation indexes, were seen and the framework of the
study was extended until 2022. The evaluations in the previous study were
made within the scope of the institutions of the authors in bi/ig, the multi-
authorship feature of the journal, the most frequently cited source types, the
most frequently cited journals, and the aging rate of the literature according
to the bibliographies of the publications. In this study, 686 research articles
published between 2008 and 2022 were analysed in terms of co-authorship,
authors’ countries, institutional network analysis, topics, and citations.

In the study, first, the literature and research questions were summarised and
information about the research method was given. After the presentation of
the findings, in the discussion and conclusion section, a series of findings
are interpreted and a framework for future research is drawn.

Literature Review

Bibliometrics is defined as “a quantitative method involving the analysis of
books, journals, conference proceedings and other written communication
tools using mathematical and statistical techniques” (Evren and Kozak
61). According to Garfield, “it can be used to determine the most effective
authors in the relevant literature and to evaluate a single journal” (cited in
Yal¢in 206). By utilising the bibliometric approach, it is possible to observe
the studies published in a branch of science through statistical techniques in
terms of data such as citations, author links, keywords, topics discussed and
to evaluate their progress (Cavusgil Kose 101).

One of the most effective ways of producing and disseminating scientific
knowledge is scientific journals. In this respect, scientific journals have an
indispensable value for the development of science in the world (Arik and
Tiirkmen 1). The characteristics of the studies published in scientific journals
are as important as the studies themselves. Because the characteristics of the
studies can provide information about the function and functioning of the
scientific structures that emerged in that period (Kutluca and Demirkol
109). For this reason, it is important to examine some trends related to
journals through bibliometric analyses.
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In their study, Al, Soydal and Yal¢in (1) determined that most of the studies
in bilig are in Turkish, according to the evaluation made according to the
institutions to which the people who published articles in the journal are
afhiliated, the highest contribution was made by researchers from Gazi,
Hacettepe and Bagkent Universities, and 65% of the sources cited in bilig
are books. CiteSpace software was used to reveal the relationships between
the cited authors. Aksoy (145), using the bibliometric mapping method, one
of the bibliometric analysis methods, determined that the articles published
in the field of business administration in bilig journal were mostly two-
authored, the majority of the authors were afhiliated to Akdeniz University,
Ege University and Ahmet Yesevi University respectively, 36.84% of the
articles were written in the fields of management and 26.32% in the fields
of marketing, the keyword range varied between 3-9, there were 36 sources
per article on average, 89.47% of the articles were written in Turkish.
Atasoy (1155) examined writing teaching researches with the bibliometric
analysis method; in the visual presentation of bibliometric analyses, using
VOSviewer software, he found that the journal with the highest number
of publications on writing teaching is Reading and Writing, the number of
publications has shown a continuous increase from 1990 to 2020, researchers
are grouped into five clusters as those who approach writing teaching from
linguistic, technology-based, psychological, second language, first literacy
perspective, researchers in countries that are close to each other in terms
of location cooperate and cite each other. Kayadibi (505), who conducted
a bibliometric analysis of academic studies on “listening” in the category
of educational research in the WoS database, visualised the social network
analysis of the keywords of 7664 academic studies on listening through
the VOSviewer (Version 1.6.16) package program, one of the bibliometric
analysis tools. As a result of the analyses, it was determined that the most
publications on listening in the WoS database were made in 2018. It was
determined that mostly English publications were made in the field.

Methodology

The method of the research is content and citation analysis. Content and
citation analysis allows an in-depth understanding of the scientific impact
and subject trends of bilig journal. Between 2008 and 2022, 686 refereed
articles published in bilig were analysed. The study dates to 2008 when bilig
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started to be indexed in Web of Science. In addition, VOSviewer software
was used for the creation and visualisation of bibliometric networks. The
population of the study consists only of research articles in bilig journal.

The bibliometric analysis for bilig journal consists of three stages. In the first
stage, under the title of authorship trends, the number of authors of the
articles subject to the research was determined and analysed according to the
periods. This analysis investigates the intensity of scientific collaboration,
the tendency towards interdisciplinary studies, and the national and
international visibility of the journal. In the co-authorship section, the
number of authors of the articles subject to the research was determined;
the number of articles with one author, two authors, three authors and more
than three authors were presented in the table according to the periods.
Then, the countries and institutions of the researchers were determined, and
the data were tabulated.

In the second stage, keyword analysis was used to define the topics. A dataset
of 2888 different keywords were obtained, and these words were categorised
according to their content and semantic similarities to form topics. Then,
the keywords were ranked in descending order to determine the most
frequently used words. Afterwards, the abstract, keywords and findings of
686 articles were analysed one by one and each article was handled under
the relevant category. The selection of an appropriate subject category for an
academic article can often be subjective and challenging, particularly in the
context of interdisciplinary research. Consequently, keywords and findings
from interdisciplinary studies were primarily categorized according to the
most relevant topics. Figure 1 shows the most frequently used keywords in
bilig journal.
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Figure 1. Most Frequently Used Keywords in bi/ig Journal (Web of Science)

In the third stage, citation analysis was performed to measure the scientific
impact of the journal. Citation data for bilig publications were obtained
from Web of Science via VOSviewer. To better observe the development
of the journal, most of the tables are presented in three periods (2008-
2012, 2013-2017, 2018-2022). Citation analysis reveals which topics were
covered in the journal in which periods and which of these topics attracted
attention in the literature.

This study has two main limitations. Firstly, although bilig started to be
published in 1996, the issues of the journal before 2008 were not included
in the scope of the research since it has been indexed in the field of Area
Studies in SSCI since 2008. Secondly, among the genres published in the
journal, only research articles were analysed, and other genres were not
included in the scope of the study.
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Findings

The findings of this study are presented in three sections below: Authorship
trends, topics, and citations.

Writing Dispositions

In this section, an evaluation is made in terms of the number of authors and
the distribution of authors according to their countries and institutions.

Co-authorship and Countries

Table 1 shows 686 articles published in bilig between 2008 and 2022 with
contributions from 21 countries. The findings reveal that Tiirkiye directly
contributed 605 articles. The second largest contributor is Kazakhstan with
32 research articles and the third country is Kyrgyzstan with 17 research
articles. 96.3 per cent of the articles come from Asia, 2.7 per cent from
Europe and 1 per cent from North America. The continents where the
journal does not attract attention are South America, Africa, and Australia.
In addition, 76.8% of the studies sent to bilig are in Turkish and 23.2%
are in English. The high number of publications from Tiirkiye and Turkic
Republics and accordingly from Asia can be attributed to the fact that the
journal predominantly includes studies from the Turkic world. Although
English and Russian abstracts are included in the articles, the low number
of English publications is an important finding in terms of affecting the
international visibility of the journal.

VOSviewer enables to show the co-authorship between countries by
creating a network map. The country with the highest relationship strength
is Tiirkiye due to the large number of publications. According to the data
obtained from VOSviewer, Kazakhstan has the strongest relationship with
Tiirkiye. There is also a high relationship between Tiirkiye, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan. However, it is seen that the United States of
America, Uzbekistan, South Korea, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands,
China, Canada, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kuwait, and India do not have many
relations with these countries other than Tiirkiye. The fact that many
cultural, historical, and political fields related to the Turkic world are dealt
with as research topics in the publications has led to the conclusion that the
strength of the relations among the Turkic Republics is high.
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73.7% of the studies were single authored, 19.4% were two authored,
4.7% were three authored and 2.2% were more than three authored. In
this respect, only 26.3% of the studies have a profile with more than one
author. It is noteworthy that while the tendency to publish single-authored
publications in the journal is quite strong, the tendency to publish multi-
authored publications is low. Considering the importance of collaborative
and coordinated work in scientific research, it is thought that the fact that
nearly three quarters of the 686 articles within the scope of the research are
single-authored is an important finding in terms of showing that most of
the authors prefer to work individually.

While the number of publications was 234 in the first period, this number
reached 262 in the second period, and 190 research articles were included
in the journal in the last period. The highest number of articles was in the
period covering the years 2013-2017. The decrease in the number of articles
published in the journal in the last period, when the Covid-19 global
pandemic was also experienced, is a striking finding and suggests whether
the interest in the field tends to decrease. Details are shown in Table 1.

Table 1
Co-authorship and Country-Specific Authorship Trends'

2008-2012 2013-2017 2018-2022 Total
Language No. % No. % No. % No. %
Turkish 206 888 190 72,5 131 69 527 76,8
English 28 12 72 27,5 59 31 159 23,2
Co-authorship
Single 191 81,7 18 70,6 130 68,55 506 73,7
Two 33 14,1 53 20,2 47 24,7 133 194
Three 9 3,8 16 6,1 7 3,7 32 4,7
More than three 1 0,4 8 3 6 3,1 15 2,2
Total 234 100 262 100 190 100 686 100
Country
Tiirkiye 215 92 227 844 163 832 605 86,5
Other 19 8 42 15,6 33 16,8 94 135
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Continental

North America 3 1,3 4 1,5 0 0 7 1
Europe 6 2,6 13 4.8 0 0 19 2,7
Asia 225 96,1 252 93,7 196 100 673 96,3

Enterprise Network Analysis

Table 2 shows the institutions that contribute the most to bilig. The results
show that 299 (43.6%) of the 686 articles published between 2008-2022
were contributed by the institutions listed in the table. In total, 686 studies
are associated with 276 different institutions. The three most contributing
institutions are Hacettepe University, Gazi University and Ankara
University, respectively. When the institutions that contribute the most to
the journal are analysed, it is seen that universities other than Kyrgyzstan-
Turkey Manas University are universities operating in Tiirkiye. Figure 1 also
shows the cooperation between the institutions contributing to the journal.
Accordingly, the fact that the institutions within the borders of the country
contributed the most articles indicates that the journal is a national journal.

marmara univ

((necmettin erbakan univ

=Ty hacettepe univ | [ sakarya univ |
()
ankara univ
e = ————

((celal bayar univ

Figure 2. Inter-Institutional Cooperation (Web of Science)

There are also increases and decreases in the number of publications specific to
institutions. For example, while there is a periodic increase in the number of
publications of Sakarya University, there is a periodic decrease in the number
of publications of Gazi and Baskent Universities. There are fluctuations in
the number of publications of Hacettepe and Ankara Universities. In 2018,

1
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Ankara Hact Bayram Veli University, which was established by separating
from Gazi University, has recently published research, while Siileyman
Demirel University has no recently published studies.

According to URAP (University Ranking by Academic Performance) data,
when the number of publications of universities in Tiirkiye between 2004-
2014 is analysed, it is seen that Istanbul University, Hacettepe University and
Ankara University ranked first. According to 2019-2022 data, Hacettepe
University ranks first among Turkish universities in terms of the number
of publications. It can be thought that universities, which are required to
publish more in accordance with the appointment criteria, are ranked high
in terms of the number of articles sent to the journal that is the subject of the
research for this reason. According to URAD, Hacettepe University, which
has been in the top 500 in the world rankings in terms of the number of
publications in many years, has contributed the most articles to the journal
indexed in SSCI since 2008, which is also in line with this data.

Table 2
Authorship Trends by Institution?

2008- 2013- 2018-

Institutions 2012 2017 2022 Total %
Hacettepe University 18 23 16 57 19
Gazi University 19 13 9 41 13,7
Ankara University 7 11 5 23 7,7
Sakarya University 4 6 9 19 6,3
Baskent University 8 7 2 17 5,7
Kyrgyzstan-Turkey Manas University 1 8 5 14 4,7
Selcuk University 8 2 3 13 4,3
Kirikkale University 6 6 1 13 4,3
Erciyes University 8 2 2 12 4
Istanbul University 2 4 4 10 3.3
Akdeniz University 6 2 2 10 3.3
Ankara Hact Bayram Veli University 0 0 10 10 3,3
Ankara Yildirim Beyazit University 0 2 8 10 3,3
Ege University 5 4 1 10 3.3
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Siileyman Demirel University 6 4 0 10 3.3

Anadolu University 3 5 2 10 3,3

Ataturk University 6 3 1 10 3,3

Dokuz Eylul University 1 5 4 10 3,3
Topics

The 15 most frequently used topics in the journal are given in Table 3. The 12
articles that were not included in these topics were included in the other topics
heading. In all three periods, the most frequently analysed subject was literature
and art, followed by history. In parallel with the decrease in the total number
of articles in the last period, there is also a decrease in the subject areas. Culture
and sociology is the only subject whose number has increased in the last period.

Table 3
Topics
. 2008- 2013- 2018- %
Topics 2012 2017 2022 2 Rado
Literature and Art 51 55 38 144 21
History 39 32 32 103 15

International Relations and Political

18 42 30 90 13,1

Science

Language and Linguistics 34 40 15 89 13
Culture and Sociology 14 13 26 53 7,7
Economics and Entreprencurship 16 23 6 45 6,5
Education 12 13 9 34 5
Migration 12 6 6 24 3,5
Geography 11 6 4 21 3,1
Religion 4 10 6 20 3
Management/Organisation 9 3 3 15 2,2
Contact 3 7 4 14 2
Science and Technology 5 2 2 1,3
Psychology 2 3 2 1
Energy 1 3 2 6 0,9
Other Topics 3 4 5 12 1,7
Total 234 262 190 686 100
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Literature and Art

In the 144 articles identified within the scope of literature and art, it is seen
that concepts such as world, children’s, folk and divan literature, music,
theatre, poets and writers, novel analyses come to the fore. Literature and art
are one of the most preferred subjects in every period. The keywords novel,
poetry, children’s literature, short story, metaphor, classical Turkish poetry,
Dostoevsky, Turkish music, Kutadgu Bilig, Tanzimat, value, Hoca Ahmet
Yesevi, Mesnevi, Turkish cinema, Istanbul draw attention. When the most
cited articles in this field are analysed; Akar and Ozkan (123) evaluated the
couplets in Kutadgu Bilig in the context of values education and concluded
that the work is an important source in terms of truthfulness and honesty
values, and Gokbunar et al. (231) tried to reveal how the emotional burden
created by the severe economic depression and the social traces of the Wealth
Tax are reflected in Turkish novels. Canbaz Yumusak (47) also examined
utopias and dystopias in Turkish literature periodically and analysed the
content of utopian novels shaped according to the changes in social life.

History

In the 103 articles identified within the scope of the subject, especially
Ottoman History and Turkic Republics come to the fore. Asian and
European countries, democracy, Turkish world, important personalities in
history, constitutionalism and reforms are also among the topics examined
within the scope of this subject. The most common keywords in the field
of history are Kemalism, Atatiirk, Ttirkiye, Cyprus, Central Asia, Ottoman
Empire, Russia, Turkish world, revolution, enlightenment, Turkish
revolution, national identity, multi-party life, Istanbul. History is the
second most analysed subject in bilig. When the most cited studies under
this heading are examined, Igenens (107) study, which focuses on the epic
struggle of the people in the 15 July coup attempt and draws attention to
the negative discourses of the foreign press, stands out. Unlii Bilgi¢ (123),
in his study, focuses on anti-Americanism and argues that this opposition
dates to the 1945s. Tas (25) tried to determine the nature and function of
the shithddu’l hélin in the Ottoman period based on documents.
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International Relations and Political Science

Among the 90 articles identified within the scope of international relations
and political science, studies on Tiirkiye’s foreign policy, the European Union,
modernisation, foreign policy, security, and international relations stand
out. Especially in 2016, after the coup attempt in Tiirkiye, the number of
publications on this subject increased and the number of publications under
this title reached the highest number in the second period. As keywords,
the concepts of European Union, foreign policies, internationalisation,
nationalism, Fetd, foreign policy, Cold War Period, defence industry, crisis
resolution, soft power, public diplomacy, cyber security, human rights
come to the fore. Fidan and Aras’ (47) article discussing Russia’s efforts
to complement its geopolitical relations with geoeconomic relations
to develop its economic interests and political influence in the African
continent is the most cited article in this field. Balta and Demir (1), in their
study, emphasised the role of history education and historical memory in
international politics and evaluated the profile drawn by the West for its
own interests for the Ottoman Empire and Tiirkiye in history textbooks in
Russia. In their study, Toprak et al. (199) conducted a survey and revealed
the general characteristics of the Turkish electorate in terms of political,
socio-economic, ethnic, and religious identities.

Language and Linguistics

In 89 articles identified within the scope of the subject; languages
and dialects, language policies, Turkish, vocabulary, sociolinguistics,
bilingualism, grammar are examined. In addition, it is also seen that
language and education issues are handled together in some studies.?
Language, Turkish, syntax, Turkish dialects, sign language, language
policy, linguistics, vocabulary, intertextuality are frequently encountered
keywords. Altunkamis and Agirdag (59), in their study, which received the
most citations in the journal, examined the language use preferences of
Turks in Belgium in terms of intergenerational differences and determined
the language attitudes of bilinguals towards Turkish. Aydin (1) analysed
how noun phrases and clauses perform the predicate function in Turkish
according to the model developed by Tesniere. Johanson (73) analysed
subordinate clauses in syntactic context and emphasised the determinism
of semantic value.
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Culture and Sociology

In the 53 articles identified within the scope of the subject; the sub-topics
of specific traditions of nations, marriage, gender, family relations, national
identity, social norms, social transformation, identity construction, folklore
are analysed. The most frequently encountered keywords are culture,
acculturation, cultural transmission, ethnicity, society, Turkish culture,
Asian studies, family, ritual, tradition, assimilation, folklore, mythology,
values, marriage, divorce, carnival. The most cited article in the journal is
the study of Burcu et al. (63), which reveals the role of traditional practices
regarding early marriage based on the narratives of women who have been
married under the age of 18 in Tiirkiye. Tuztast and Askun (273) tried to
explain the meanings attributed to the ideal “Turkish house”. Kiigiik (185)
examined the concept of colour from ethnological, cultural, and sociological

perspectives through Turkish mythology, legends and epics.
Economics and Entrepreneurship

The 45 research articles on economics and entrepreneurship cover the sub-
topics of economic growth, unemployment, investment, trade, and finance.
Power, partnership, business, unemployment, pricing, employment, foreign
investment, welfare, economic freedom, globalisation, trade relations,
multinational companies are the prominent concepts among the key words.
Within the scope of this title, commercial relations between countries,
various agreements and cooperation, the problem of unemployment, and
views on domestic and foreign investment are analysed. Yavan’s (237) study
published in the journal is the most cited economics article. The study
analyses the historical development, sectoral structure, and geographical
distribution of Turkish firms’ direct investments abroad. Simsek et al.
(1) presented sectoral trade information between Tiirkiye and Russia and
revealed that this bilateral trade has increased without facing internal and
external political conflicts. Gedikli et al. (27) analysed the relationship
between life expectancy and health expenditures in the Turkish Republics
over a 10-year period.

Education

The 34 articles on education include language education, education of
foreign students, international students, analysing textbooks and educational
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problems. For this reason, the title of education is also related to the subject
of language and linguistics, and since several researches are related to
language education, they cover both fields. Education, language, foreign
student, curriculum, textbook, educational research, primary education,
higher education are the most frequently encountered keywords within this
topic. The article by Agirdag et al. (7) published in the journal is the most
cited study on this subject. In this study, the opinions of teachers about
the use of Turkish language by Turkish children in Belgian primary schools
were investigated and it was concluded that despite the negative views of
teachers, quantitative analyses did not provide evidence to support these
negative views. Ak¢adag (29) determined the training needs of teachers
regarding methods, techniques, measurement, and evaluation and whether
these needs showed a significant difference according to seniority and
gender. Kiliglar et al. (157) investigated the effect of adaptation problems
experienced by students from the Turkish world who settled in universities
in Tiirkiye on their academic achievement. When the most cited studies on
education are examined, it is noteworthy that these studies also draw an
interdisciplinary profile with other subjects such as language, linguistics,
and migration.

Migration

The 24 articles on migration cover the sub-headings of immigration,
the situation of asylum seekers, bilingualism, immigration policies and
social integration. Migration, identity, immigration, values, adaptation,
language attitudes, assimilation, internal migration, refugees, asylum
seekers, citizenship, social integration are the most frequently encountered
keywords in this subject, which is closely related to education, language,
and international relations. When the most cited articles within the scope
of migration are analysed, Sahins (103) study, which examines the level of
Turkish immigrants in Germany adopting German culture and maintaining
Turkish culture in the context of differences between generations, stands
out. Utas Akhan and Batmaz (23) found that socio-economic variables
are important in determining the satisfaction status of immigrants who
migrated from Bulgaria to Tiirkiye and live in various neighbourhoods of
Istanbul, and that those who find a job suitable for their profession and
qualifications are more satisfied than others.
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Geography

In the 21 articles identified within the scope of the subject; human geography,
regional characteristics, political geography, population movements,
demographic structure, climate changes, ancient cities and Asian studies
are included. The most frequently repeated keywords in the subject of
geography, which is closely related to history, culture and tradition, are Asia,
population, climate change, environmental problems, ancient city, Istanbul,
demographic structure, cities, regions, economic geography, borders, music,
spatial elements. When we look at the most cited studies on this subject,
Giimiiscii’s (79) article in which he analyses the existence and characteristics
of village borders with examples from Tiirkiye and focuses on state borders
draws attention. Ozcan (193) tried to define the elements shaping the spatial
organisation of Anatolian cities that were restructured on the settlement
heritage inherited from Byzantium during the Seljuk period.

Religion

Within the scope of religion, Islamic civilisation, Sufism, Alevi-Bektashi
tradition, folk beliefs, Shamanism, religious identity and secularisation
are discussed. Islam is the most frequently encountered keyword in this
subject. This is followed by Muslims, Islamic civilisation, death, faith,
shaman, Sufism, Mevlan4, Ahmet Yesevi, non-Muslims, monasteries, folk
beliefs, freedom of will. It is thought that the Fet6 coup attempt in Tiirkiye
was also effective in the increase of studies on religion, especially in 2016.
Lorasdagy’s (105) study on the impact of globalisation on religion in Tiirkiye
in the case of MUSIAD, an Islamic-oriented business association, is the
most cited article in the journal. Yilmaz and Kamalova (217) explained that
the praise of woman and soil, the demand for fertility, and the integration
of death and birth in Karakalpak rituals overlap with Bakhtin’s observations
on carnival and grotesque.

Management/Organisation

The 15 articles on management/organisation cover the sub-headings
of leadership and effective management, job satisfaction, commitment
to work environment, work ethics, manager and supervisee relations,
classroom management skills, mobbing. The most common keywords in
the studies on this subject are organisation, management, leadership, job
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satisfaction, mobbing, job commitment, work ethics, organisational justice.
Cokluk and Yilmaz’s (75) study is the most cited article on management/
organisation in the journal. The study focused on the relationship between
teachers” organisational commitment and school administrators” leadership
behaviours. Cemaloglu and Ertiirk (67) tried to determine the direction
of intimidation to which teachers and school principals are exposed and
concluded that intimidation is generally downward.

Contact

The 14 articles on communication cover the sub-headings of media,
internet, journalism, newspapers and magazines, social media, publishing,
communication strategies, online media. In this subject, media, social media,
telecommunication, television discourse, journalism, newspaper, magazine,
press, internet, social network, Facebook, twitter, digital surveillance are
the keywords encountered. Giilnar et al.’s (161) study on communication
is the most cited article in the journal between 2008 and 2022. In this
study, it was aimed to discover the purposes of users of personal photo and
video sharing sites, and 7 motives that are effective in the use of these sites
were revealed. Ayhan and Balct (13) evaluated the internet usage habits
and motives of university students in Kyrgyzstan in terms of uses and
gratifications approach.

Science and Technology

Measurement and evaluation techniques, quantitative and qualitative data
analyses, scientific measurements, statistics, information technologies,
bibliometrics, meta-analysis are examined in 9 articles. The most frequently
used keywords are method-technique, bibliometric analysis, computers,
information technology, statistical method, scientific collaboration. The
study of Al etal. (1) published in the journal in 2010, in which they analysed
100 publications published in &ilig within the scope of citation indexes in
terms of bibliometric properties, is the most cited article on this subject. In
another study, Al (“Avrupa Birligi Ulkeleri” 1) evaluated Tiirkiye in terms of
publication and citation performance and compared it with the European
Union countries and found that Tiirkiye is in the group of countries with
low citation performance in all areas covered by the research.
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Psychology

In 7 articles on psychology; attitudes and motivation, social psychology,
addiction, prejudice, social identities subtopics are discussed. Especially in
the field of education, studies on the attitudes and motivation of students
and teachers stand out. Social psychology, internet addiction, prejudice,
psychiatry, attitude, motivation, burnout, psychological well-being, self-
perception are the keywords used in psychology. When the most cited
articles on this subject are analysed, Ozmeters (361) study in which he
adapted this measurement tool into Turkish by determining the need for a
measurement tool that allows a multidimensional evaluation of the lives of
married women and men with the changing family structure and increasing
divorce rate comes to the fore. Balci and Ayhan (275), in their research
conducted in Kyrgyzstan, tried to determine people’s television viewing
habits and motivations, and identified 5 motivations that are effective in
television viewing.

Energy

In the 6 research articles on energy, especially the topics of oil and energy
security attract attention. In addition, energy relations and cooperation
between countries, energy policies and projects, energy resources are among
the sub-topics examined. It is seen that energy is a subject directly related to
both international relations and economy and entrepreneurship. Oil, energy
security, nuclear energy, natural gas, pipeline project, energy policy, resource
richness are the most frequently preferred keywords within the scope of this
subject. When the studies on energy are examined; Kartal (163) investigated
the relationship between energy security and growth between 1992-2016
with a panel data set consisting of Turkic world countries, Aslanli (27)
evaluated the emergence process, development, current situation, and
contribution of Trans-Caspian cooperation to the cooperation between

Turkic Republics.
Other Topics

Twelve research articles, which could not be included in the aforementioned
15 topics, are handled within the scope of other topics. Tourism research,
research on the classification of objects, studies on personal care and aesthetics,
editorial proposals, biographies of some intellectuals are evaluated under the
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title of other subjects. Deveci Bozkus (1) evaluated the works written by the
Armenian intellectual class in Ottoman Turkish in general terms. Soykan
(177) aims to classify all possible objects by defining everything as an object
of reason, mind, memory, consciousness, spirit, and imagination.

Citation Analysis

In the citation analysis, the most cited articles shown in Table 4 were included.
This section was analysed in parallel with the topics shown in Table 3.

The most cited article with 30 citations is “Motivations of Facebook,
YouTube and Similar Websites Users” which is a joint study of Giilnar,
Balci, and Cakir. The researchers aimed to discover the motives of users of
personal photo and video sharing websites such as YouTube and Facebook
and revealed 7 motives that have an effect on the use of these websites.

The subjects of the two studies shown in Table 4, in which Orhan Agirdag
is the author, are Turkish usage and language attitudes of Turkish students
living outside Tiirkiye. In the article titled “Speaking Turkish in Belgian
Primary Schools: Teacher Beliefs Versus Effective Consequences”, which is a
joint study of Agirdag, Jordens and Van Houtte on education, investigated
teachers’ beliefs about the use of Turkish language by Turkish children
in Belgian primary schools and discussed the lack of evidence to support
teachers’ rather negative views on the use of Turkish language and this study
received 27 citations.

Al, Soydal and Yalgin’s study titled “Evaluation of bilig in terms of
Bibliometric Properties”, which was evaluated within the scope of science
and technology, received 15 citations, while Burcu, Yildirim, Samyaman
and Sirma’s study titled “The Fate of Flowers: A Qualitative Research on
Women’s Early Marriage in Turkey” received 11 citations. Yavan’s study
received 11 citations, Ak¢adag’s study received 10 citations, while Altinkamug
and Agirdag and Lorasdagr’s articles received 8 citations and were among
the most cited articles.

When the most cited articles are analysed in terms of institutions, Hacettepe
University draws attention, and this data coincides with the data in the table
of the most contributing institutions. While 3 authors from Selcuk University
are included in the list with their joint studies, Ankara University also stands
out among the institutions where the most cited articles come from. While 5
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institutions in Table 4 consist of universities operating in Tiirkiye, there are 3
institutions from abroad. While this situation provides data on the national
dimension of the journal, it also shows that although the number of English
publications is less than Turkish publications, it is easier to find a place among
the most cited publications. It is also noteworthy that half of the most cited
articles are in Turkish and half in English. This finding suggests that articles
published in English are in a more advantageous position than those written
in Turkish in terms of international visibility and, accordingly, receiving
citations from authors abroad. However, although most of the studies are
single authored, it is also seen that the most cited studies have three or more
than three authors. This situation suggests that interdisciplinary studies receive
more citations. In the journal, 474 articles published between 2008 and 2022
have not yet been cited, and this finding draws attention to the need for the
journal to increase its visibility in the international arena.

Table 4
Most Cited Articles in Web of Science Database?

No Article Authors Subject Institution ~ Year Attribution AYear
verage
gs;gl(?ct)ll?n\jo?lf gliri?rllar Selcule Uni.,
1 e . P Contact Selcuk Uni., 2010 30 2.3
Tube and Similar =~ Siikrii Balci, Selcuk Uni
Web Sites Users ~ Vedat Cakir e ’
Speaklr}g Turkish O“rhanv University of
in Belgian Agirdag, Amsterdam
2 Primary SChOOlS: Kathelijne Education KU Leuven 2014 27 3
Teacher Beliefs Jordens, d Ghent
Versus Effective ~ Mieke Van iIJlni - ?n
Consequences Houtte versity:
Bibliyometrik Umut Al, Hacettepe
3 Ozellikleri frem Soydal, Science and Uni., 2010 15 11
Acisindan bilig'in  Haydar Technology Hacettepe ’
Degerlendirilmesi Yal¢in Uni., Ege Uni.
Cigeklerin Kaderi: E.SlFa Burcu, H
Tiirkiyede iliz acettepe
Kadml Yildirim, Culture Uni, Ankara
4 AGNENA  Cigdem  and Uni, Baskent 2015 11 1,3
Erken Evliligi . . .
o . . Sema Sirma, Sociology  Uni,
Uzerine Nitel Bir . .
Secil Hacettepe Uni
Aragtirma Samyaman
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On Generational
Difference.

N. Feyza
Altinkamis,
Orhan
Agirdag

Language
and

Linguistics

University

of Ghent,
University of
Amsterdam.

2014

0,9

The Relationship
between Islam
and Globalization
8 in Turkey in the
Post-1990 Period:
The Case of
MUSIAD

Berrin
Koyuncu

Lorasdagi

Religion

Hacettepe
Uni.

2010

0,6

Discussion

Evaluation of Findings

According to the findings obtained because of this study, which aims to

examine the development of the journal since the journal entered the Web

of Science by revealing the bibliometric profile of the articles published in
bilig journal between 2008-2022:

e With 262 articles, the period with the highest number of articles
published is the 2013-2017 period, while the number of articles
decreased to 190 between 2018-2022. Whether this downward trend

will continue in the following years is one of the facts to be investigated.
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Of the studies published in the journal, 527 are in Turkish and 159
are in English. The reason for the higher number of articles published
in Turkish than in English can be considered as the fact that bilig is a
journal focusing on the studies of the Turkic world. Although English
and Russian abstracts are included, the fact that most of the publications
are in Turkish reduces the possibility of citation by researchers abroad
and negatively affects the international recognition of the journal.

When the number of authors of the articles in bilig is analysed, it is
determined that single-author articles are in majority. In this respect,
it is possible to state that the authors who contribute to the journal do
not tend to publish jointly. This finding reveals the individual working
habits of the authors and coincides with the publishing tendencies of
researchers in the field of social sciences.

Most contributions to the journal were made from Tirkiye and
other Turkic Republics. It has been observed that the tendency of the
Turkish Republics such as Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, Cyprus,
especially Tiirkiye, to studies of the Turkic world is higher.

Most of the 276 different institutions submitting articles to the journal
are domestic institutions. The top three contributing institutions are
Hacettepe University, Gazi University and Ankara University, respectively.
It is noteworthy that all three institutions are in Ankara. This finding is
important in terms of showing that the journal has a local character.

Literature and art, history, international relations and political science,
language and linguistics, culture and sociology are the most frequently
encountered subjects in the journal. Unlike other subjects, the subject
of culture and sociology has increased in the recent period. This result
suggests that the cultural characteristics of the Turkic world are a subject
that has recently attracted the attention of researchers. In addition, in
some articles, studies to be evaluated within the scope of several subjects
were identified. This shows that interdisciplinary studies are included
in the journal. In the second period, there was an increase in literature
and arts, international relations and political science, economy and
entrepreneurship, education, religion, and communication. It is thought
that the coup attempt in Tiirkiye in 2016 was effective in increasing the
tendency towards these subjects.
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*  When the most cited articles in bilig were analysed, it was seen that
the study on communication, which received 30 citations, ranked first.
Most of the institutions where the most cited articles are published are
universities in Tiirkiye and Hacettepe University stands out. Half of
the 8 most cited articles were written in Turkish and half in English.
This finding is important in terms of showing that articles written in
English are more likely to be cited as they have high visibility abroad.
In addition, although the most preferred subjects are literature, and
arts and history, these subjects were not found among the most cited
articles. Table 5 shows the number of cited articles and the total
number of citations according to five-year periods. Accordingly, 209
of the 686 articles received at least one citation. It was determined that
474 articles published in the journal have not received any citations yet.
The decrease in the number of cited articles and citations in the recent
period suggests the visibility of new publications.

Table 5
Citation Trends by Periods

2008-2012  2013-2017  2018-2022 Tortal

Published

Article 234 262 190 686
Cited Article 83 93 33 209
Attributions 255 237 50 542

Comparison with Previous Studies

Similar to this study examining the trends of 4ilig journal, Al, Soydal and
Yalgin in 2010 analysed 100 articles published in bilig since 2008 and
found that 87% of the publications were in Turkish, indicating that the
predominance of Turkish publications is a common situation in journals
originating in Tiirkiye. It is seen that the rate of English publications has
increased in the last 12 years, but it has not reached a sufficient rate. Yal¢in
(208) found that 98.2% of the 171 articles he analysed in Milli Folklore
were published in Turkish. Gokcen and Arslan (48) analysed the studies
published in the field of Turkish education in scientific journals scanned
by WoS and found that 71.8% of the publications were in English and
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explained this situation with the fact that English is the common language

of the global scientific world.

Karagéz and Seref (226), in their bibliometric analysis of the Journal of
Values Education, concluded that the articles were mostly produced by a
single author. Polat et al. (23) also analysed the Journal of Atatiirk University
Faculty of Fine Arts and found that the rate of single-author articles was as
high as 86.8%. The findings obtained from these studies coincide with the
findings of this study on authorship tendency.

Karag6z and Kog Ardig (432) found that Gazi University, MoNE and Abant
[zzet Baysal University are the institutions that contribute the most to the
Journal of Mother Tongue Education, while Yal¢in (208) stated that Bilkent
University, Gazi University, Selcuk University and Hacettepe University are
the institutions that contribute the most to the Journal of National Folklore.
Hacettepe University, Gazi University and Sel¢uk University are also among
the institutions that contribute the most to the journal bilig.

Similar to the findings in bilig, Karagdz and Seref (236) concluded that one
fourth of the articles in the Journal of Values Education did not receive any
citations and the citations reflected the national dimension of the journal.
Seref and Karagoz (310) analysed academic publications on Mevlana
Celaleddin Rumi in terms of bibliometric indicators and concluded that
while Tiirkiye is the most active country in research on Mevlana, the most
cited publications originate from the USA and Denmark which is related to
the language of publication.

Conclusion

Bibliometric studies are important in terms of recognising scientific
journals closely, determining their productivity and current status,
providing researchers with comprehensive information about the field, and
investigating the place and effects of publications within the discipline. In
this study, bilig, a scientific journal for Turkic world studies, is analysed
within the scope of authorship tendencies, subject and citation analysis.

The bibliometric analysis of bilig, which has been published continuously
since 1996 to reveal the cultural richness, historical and current realities of
the Turkic world within scientific measures and to propose solutions to these
issues, will contribute both to the field and to the researchers working in this
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field. From this point of view, it is important and necessary to consider bilig,
which provides a scientific environment for the studies of the Turkic world,
in the context of bibliometric indicators. This study contributes to the field
in determining the current situation of publication trends in bilig.

Revealing the place and impact of the publications in the journal within the
discipline and their deficiencies through bibliometric analyses plays a role in
taking measures to improve the quality of publications and determines the
sources that feed the field. For this purpose, the bibliometric profile of the
journal by analysing the publications in &ilig has shown the general situation
with holistic data to new researchers who will conduct research in this field
and has enabled studies to be carried out in this direction by determining
the subjects that have not yet been researched in the Turkish world.

Conducting similar studies in the following periods may contribute to the
literature and researchers in terms of following the scientific development of
the journal and identifying changes in its trends. Future studies with larger
data may play a role in reaching the desired level of research by providing the
opportunity to evaluate the development of the journal with more detailed
analyses. Conducting similar studies to increase the visibility of the journal
in the international arena, to increase interdisciplinary publications by
collaborating with scientists in different fields of study, to increase citation
rates, to increase the interest in the journal and Turkish world studies to a
high level can be a guide in making the necessary decisions.

Recommendations

biligis one of the few Turkish journals in SSCI. For the journal to consolidate
this position and take its place as an internationally respected journal with
its studies that shed light on the Turkic world, it is possible to list the
suggestions as follows:

*  Steps can be taken to increase the number of publications in English or
to make long abstracts in English compulsory.

* To increase the visibility of the journal, researchers from abroad can be
included in the author staff.

* By giving more space to interdisciplinary studies in the journal where
multi-authorship is low, both the multi-authorship rate and the
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visibility of the journal in the international platform can be increased
by encouraging joint publications with researchers abroad.

*  'The diversity of topics can be increased by prioritising new topics and
different perspectives on the Turkic world.

e The number of citations can be increased by issuing special issues for
the most cited topics.

Contribution Rate Statement
'The authors’ contribution rates in this study are equal.
Conflict of Interest Statement

There is no conflict of interest with any institution or person within the scope of
this study. There is no conflict of interest between the authors.

Notes

1 The VOSviewer programme used in the study automatically added 13 files
(editorials, book reviews, etc.) that are not included in the scope of research articles
to the system in the section where the continental distribution of publications is
evaluated, but it is understood that these files will not affect the results of our
research due to the very small number of these files.

2 The table shows the institutions that contributed ten or more articles to the journal.

3 Articles on language education are included in the subject of education.

4 The table includes articles with at least eight citations.
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Abstract

‘The objective of this study is to analyze the energy policies of China and
Russia in Kazakhstan. Firstly, the historical context of energy cooperation
between Kazakhstan, China, and Russia will be examined. Secondly,
the distinctive approaches taken by each country will be evaluated.
Finally, the impact of these two regional powers on Kazakhstan’s energy
policy will be assessed. Kazakhstan holds a prominent position in the
global energy sector owing to its considerable reserves of oil and natural
gas. China and Russia acknowledge Kazakhstan’s crucial role as an
energy source and invest significantly in its energy industry. Though
both countries use Kazakhstan’s energy resources, they have distinct
approaches. China adopts a proactive and assertive stance towards
Kazakhstan, entering into advantageous agreements and investing in
infrastructure initiatives. On the contrary, Russia maintains a passive
stance by concentrating on preserving its current energy infrastructure
and strengthening its hold over Kazakhstan’s energy reserves. To
summarize, the energy strategies pursued by China and Russia in
Kazakhstan carry substantial ramifications for the creation and

transaction of energy resources within the region.
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Cin ve Rusya’nin Kazakistan’'daki
Enerji Politikalannin Karsilastirmals

Analizi’
Sharifa Giritlioglu™
0z

Bu arastirmanin amaci Cin ve Rusya'nin Kazakistan'daki enerji
politikalarini analiz etmektir. Oncelikle Kazakistan ile Cin ve Rusya
arasindaki enerji is birliginin tarihsel baglam1 incelenecektir. Tkinci
olarak her iilkenin benimsedigi farkli yaklagimlar degerlendirilecektir.
Son olarak bu iki bolgesel giiciin Kazakistan’in enerji politikasina
etkileri ele alinacaktir. Kazakistan, énemli petrol ve dogalgaz
rezervleri nedeniyle diinya enerji sektoriinde 6ne ¢ikan devletlerden
biridir. Cin ve Rusya, Kazakistan’s hayati bir enerji kaynag: olarak
kabul etmektedir ve bu nedenle iilkenin enerji endiistrisine 6nemli
yatirimlar yapmaktadir. Ancak, Kazakistan’in enerji kaynaklarini
ortak kullanmalarina ragmen, Cin ile Rusya'nin bu konuda
yaklagimlar: farklilik géstermektedir. Cin, avantajli anlagmalar ve
altyap1 projelerine yatirim yaparak Kazakistan’a karsi proaktif ve
iddialt bir durus sergilemektedir. Ote yandan Rusya, mevcut enerji
altyapisini korumaya ve Kazakistan'in enerji kaynaklar: tizerindeki
kontroliinii saglamlastirmaya odaklanarak daha pasif bir yaklagimi1
tercih etmektedir. Sonug olarak, Cin ve Rusya’nin Kazakistan'da
izledigi enerji politikalarinin bélgenin enerji kaynaklarinin {iretimi

ve ticareti lizerinde kayda deger etkileri bulunmaktadir.
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hatlari.
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Introduction

The issue of energy is one of the most prevalent challenges worldwide. Over
time, the increasing demand for energy has compelled developing nations
to adopt innovative strategies and approaches to develop new sources of
energy, making use of their natural resources. The Republic of Kazakhstan
is an important strategic country for both the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) and Russia in terms of ensuring energy security. While it is considered
as an important source of energy for China, which demands increasing
amounts of energy for its rapidly developing economy, for Russia, which
has been under sanctions by Western countries in recent years, Kazakhstan
has become of great importance in terms of energy transfer.

Considering the current conjuncture, the impact of China and Russia on
international relations has garnered significant attention from researchers,
not only exploring broader global issues but also reassessing specific aspects
of their foreign policy in regions like Central Asia, Africa, and the Middle
East, including areas such as energy policy, economy, soft power, and
more. A comprehensive evaluation of the foreign policy objectives of both
countries reveals nuanced directions.

This research aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the energy
policies of China and Russia towards Kazakhstan, utilizing sources in
Russian, Chinese, and English languages. A considerable body of research
in Russian examines Russia’s energy policies towards Central Asia and
Kazakhstan. Scholars such as S. M. Makarova, A. Malashenko, A. V.
Beloglazov, E. Alifirova have provided insights into Moscow’s approach
to the region. Additionally, works by A. Suraganov, S. S. Zhiltsov, and 1.
B. Mamedov delve into the intricacies of energy relations between Russia
and Kazakhstan. Various perspectives on Moscow and Beijing’s approaches
to Kazakhstan’s energy policy have been investigated by K. Syroezhkin, A.
Petersen, A. Dankov, and S. T. Ikramov further enriching the discourse on
energy cooperation in the region.

Chinese scholarship offers valuable perspectives on economic cooperation
and energy policies between China and Central Asian countries, with a
particular focus on Kazakhstan. Scholars like Wang Haiyan, Shan et al,,
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Qin, and Qiu et al. contribute to the understanding of China’s energy
strategies in the region.

Studies published in English provide a broader perspective on energy
cooperation involving Russia, China, and Kazakhstan. Researchers such as
C. B. Alvarez, R. M. Cutler, Z. Saurbek, G. A. Movkebaeva, Janet Xuanli
Liao, V. Schulhof, Yabo Zhao et al., and N. Nogayev offer valuable insights
into the dynamics of energy relations in the region. Moreover, English
literature addresses the competitive dynamics of the “triangle” involving
China, Russia, and the USA. Works by S. Blank, L. Dittmer, G. Mitchell,
and K. Mugqtedar shed light on the geopolitical dimensions of energy
cooperation and competition in Central Asia.

While there is a substantial amount of scientific work in Russian, Chinese,
and English, most are fragmentary, and there has been no special study on
Sino-Russian-Kazakhstan energy relations after 2021. Thus, this study aims
to comprehensively analyze the issue, considering multiple perspectives to
promote understanding and collaboration.

This paper presents a comparative analysis of China and Russia’s energy
policies in Kazakhstan. It also examines the evolving international context
in the region, which is being shaped by the energy policies of these two
influential countries. The complex context not only justifies but also
encourages Kazakhstan to develop external partnerships. Kazakhstan is
focused on developing partnerships and expanding its economy through
energy trade, with China and Russia being the main purchasers. The energy
policies of these countries have a significant impact on regional stability in
Kazakhstan and Central Asia.

This study aims to evaluate Kazakhstan’s energy potential and achieve
several key objectives. First, it will assess the energy potential of Kazakhstan.
Additionally, it will evaluate the significance of Kazakhstan for both China
and Russia by examining their energy policy priorities in the country. The
study will also compare their energy policies and identify current and
potential areas of competition within the energy sector. Furthermore, the
research seeks to identify the preconditions that could lead to geopolitical
changes in the region because of a result of China’s growing strength and
Russia’s diminishing influence.
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The main argument of this paper asserts that the security of energy
supplies for China and Russia within Kazakhstan plays a crucial role in
shaping both regional stability and global dynamics. As the influence of
these two major powers expands into Central Asia, this study argues that
conducting a comparative analysis of their energy strategies in Kazakhstan
provides a unique perspective for comprehending the evolving geopolitical
landscape. This involves assessing Kazakhstan’s importance to both China
and Russia, closely examining their energy policy priorities and delineating
areas of collaboration and competition. By doing so, the paper unveils the
intricate network of strategic interests that forms the foundation of their
engagements. Additionally, the research delves into the conditions that
might precipitate potential geopolitical shifts in the region, influenced by
the growing strength of China and the altering influence of Russia. Through
a thorough examination of Kazakhstan’s energy potential and a comparative
scrutiny of the energy policies of China and Russia, this study aims to offer
valuable insights into the intricate interplay of energy, geopolitics, and
international relations in Central Asia.

The research is organized into four main phases. Initially, the study examines
the present state of Kazakhstan’s energy sector. The second stage provides a
comprehensive analysis of China’s energy policies in Kazakhstan, while the
third stage delves into Russia’s energy policies in the same context. In these
stages, the strengths and weaknesses of China and Russia are identified and
compared. Ultimately, the study concludes with a comprehensive assessment
of both countries’ energy policies in Kazakhstan.

Initially, the study focused on analyzing the energy potential of Kazakhstan,
as well as the current state of its respective energy sector. This was
achieved through a review of official statistical data and relevant literature.
Subsequently, a comprehensive review and critical analysis of China and
Russia’s current national energy policies was carried out, with reference to
official government documents and programs. A comparison was made
between China’s and Russia’s energy policies based on the outcomes of the
first three stages of analysis.
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The Energy Potential of Kazakhstan

The Republic of Kazakhstan, with its geostrategic significance marked by
geographical, economic, and military attributes, holds a key position that
allows it to influence Central Asian processes, especially in regional security.
As a substantial state sharing borders with China and Russia, Kazakhstan
plays a pivotal role in ensuring security and fostering economic advancement
in the adjacent regions of China and Russia. The dynamics of interstate
cooperation among the PRC, Russia, and Kazakhstan offer valuable insights
for the examination of international relations and foreign policy.

Transitioning to the subsequent section, we will delve into the examination
of Kazakhstan’s energy potential, shedding light on the rich resources and
reserves that position the country as a crucial player in the global energy
landscape. This comprehensive overview will provide essential insights
into the factors influencing continued foreign investment and the role
of Kazakhstan in shaping the trajectory of the energy sector. As an active
participant in the international community, Kazakhstan’s contributions to
the global energy balance and security underscore its role as a responsible
state cognizant of its geopolitical significance in ensuring international
stability and security.

Presently, Kazakhstan, a leading energy producer in Central Asia, depends
on the primary hydrocarbon resources of the area, specifically oil and natural
gas. Thanks to its modest population and minimal energy consumption,
Kazakhstan primarily exports hydrocarbons, making it a net exporter in
Central Asia (Movkebaeva 82). Most of Kazakhstan’s exported hydrocarbons
travel through Russian territory or pipelines (Saurbek 79). Kazakhstan’s
interest in China’s construction of additional pipelines and gas pipelines
to East Asia, from the perspective of diversification, offers an additional
economic and political incentive.

As of now, over 200 oil fields have been discovered on the land of Kazakhstan.
Around 62% of Kazakhstan’s land is estimated to hold oil and gas reserves.
The western region of Kazakhstan holds a considerable portion of these
deposits, situated in the provinces of Atyrau, Mangistau, West Kazakhstan,
Aktobe, and Kyzylorda. The largest oil fields in terms of recoverable
reserves are Kashagan (1-2 billion tons), Tengiz (0.75-1.125 billion tons),
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Karachaganak (1.35 trillion m? of gas and 1.2 billion tons of oil), Uzen (1.1
billion tons), Kalamkas (67.6 million tons), and Zhetybay (68 million tons)
(Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Kazakhstan).

Kazakhstan ranks 12th globally in terms of proven oil reserves, with a total
of 3.9 billion tons. Natural gas reserves amount to 2.7 trillion m?, ranking
14th in the world (EY 2). Kazakhstan’s proven oil and condensate reserves
are currently at a level that would account for over 45 years of production
(Ishekenova). Oil production amounted to 85.9 million tons in 2021, with
domestic consumption accounting for 23% of the total. Gas production
was 54.2 billion m?, with 61% consumed domestically. Over the past 30
years, Kazakhstan has increased oil production by 3.5 times, and in terms of
production for 2021 it ranks 13th in the world (2% of global production)
(Suraganov 3).

In 2020, Kazakhstan produced approximately 2 million barrels per day
of oil and gas condensate, a historic high. However, its refining capacity
remained largely underdeveloped during the 1990s and 2000s despite
having the largest oil production in the region. During this period, the
country had to import almost 30% of its oil products from neighboring
countries. In 2009, the Kazakh authorities initiated a program to modernize
the refining industry, acknowledging the country’s economic vulnerability
resulting from its reliance on external petroleum product supplies (Kross
et al. 13). In 2018, the modernization of refineries in Atyrau, Pavlodar,
and Shymkent enabled Kazakhstan to produce enough petroleum products
to meet domestic demand. As a result, the country now has the largest
refining capacity in Central Asia and is a net exporter of products to Europe
and Central Asia. Thanks to the refinery modernization programs in the
country, local consumers now have a stable and reliable domestic supply of
petroleum products (Nogayev).

The stable growth of hydrocarbon production in Kazakhstan enabled the
country to become one of the top 10 oil exporting countries. Oil and gas
production in Kazakhstan is expected to significantly increase in the short
term due to favorable conditions and increased demand in the energy
markets. In 2024 oil production is expected to be around 100 million tons
(Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Kazakhstan).
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The biggest oil development and production projects in Kazakhstan
are Tengizchevroil LLP, North Caspian Operating Company B.V., and
Karachaganak Petroleum Operating B.V. The oil and gas production
structure comprises some of the largest multinational corporations
including Chevron (USA), ExxonMobil (USA), CNPC (China), ENI
(Italy), Shell (Great Britain), Lukoil (Russia), Total (France) and others.
National Campaign KazMunayGaz is the leader in the oil and gas industry
in Kazakhstan with full integration at all stages of the value chain (Suraganov
7). Although there is high diversification and the national company has a
significant share of participation, the majority of the oil and gas production
is controlled by foreign partners. Foreign investors receive approximately
35% of export earnings each year. Additionally, the contracts with foreign
companies (Tengizchevroil LLP — 2033 (Tengizchevroil LLP), North
Caspian Operating Company B.V. — 2041 (EY 3), Karachaganak Petroleum
Operating B.V. — 2038 (Karachaganak Petroleum Operating B.V.) are set to

expire on the aforementioned dates.

The Tengiz field has recoverable crude oil reserves estimated at 750 million
to 1.1 billion tons (6-9 billion barrels). Since 1993, the Tengizchevroil
(TCO) LLP partnership, consisting of Chevron (50%), ExxonMobil (25%),
KazMunayGas NC (20%), and Russian Lukoil (5%), has been developing
the field (EY 3; Tengizchevroil LLP). The Tengiz field is estimated to
contain 3.1 billion metric tons (25 billion barrels) of oil, with an additional
200 million metric tons (1.6 billion barrels) in the Korolev field. The total
recoverable crude oil in both fields is estimated to be 1.4 billion metric
tons (11.5 billion barrels). The Tengiz reservoir has a large areal extent,
measuring 20 kilometers (12 miles) by 21 kilometers (13 miles). In 2008,
TCO completed its Sour Gas Injection and Second-Generation Plant
(SGI/SGP) expansion project. The average daily production capacity has
exceeded 80 thousand metric tons per day (640 thousand barrels) of crude
oil and 25 million cubic meters per day of natural gas in recent years. From
January to September 2023, crude production reached 21.7 million metric
tons (173.1 million barrels). During the first nine months of 2023, TCO
sold more than 932,000 metric tons of LPG and over 1.9 million tons of
sulfur. Additionally, TCO produced and supplied approximately 6 billion
cubic meters of sales gas to Kazakhstan’s gas pipeline network, with almost
all of it being supplied to the domestic market (Tengizchevroil LLP).
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The North Caspian PSA contract area comprises Kashagan, the largest
offshore field discovered in 2000, with proven recoverable oil reserves
of 761.1 million tons. The owners of Kashagan will also explore other
structures in the area, including Kalamkas-Sea, South West Kashagan,
Aktoty, and Kairan. The project is currently operated by the North Caspian
Operating Company (NCOC), which is jointly owned by foreign investors.
Italian ENT (16.81%), US ExxonMobil (16.81%), Netherlands and UK
Royal Dutch Shell (16.81%), France Total (16.81%), Chinese CNPC
(8.33%), Japanese INPEX (7.56%), and local investor KazMunaGas NC
(16.88%). In 2019, the National Centre of Oil and Gas Coordination
(NCOC) completed the first turnaround of its onshore and offshore
facilities, achieving a production rate of 380,000 barrels per day (EY 5).
Since 1993, the NCOC has produced almost 90 million tons of oil and
55 billion cubic meters of gas, according to Kazakh officials. The project
has attracted investments worth over $60 billion, invested more than $17
billion in local content development, and employed nearly 10,000 people.
During the peak of construction, over 40,000 people were involved in the
project. Kazakh Prime Minister A. Smailov stated that the North Caspian
Operating Company (NCOC) has important tasks ahead to increase
production through full-scale field development. Experts suggest that the
production potential of Kashagan could reach 1.6 million barrels of oil per
day, equivalent to approximately 75 million tons per year (Smailov).

The Karachaganak field is regarded as a primary resource for increasing
production due to its status as one of the world’s largest oil and gas fields.
Its development is the responsibility of Karachaganak Petroleum Operating
B.V. (KPO B.V.), a joint venture between several Western companies led by
BG Group and ENI. The field has estimated recoverable reserves of 9 billion
barrels (1.2 billion tons) of oil and gas condensate, as well as 1.35 trillion
cubic meters of natural gas reserves. In 2012, the Karachaganak Petroleum
Operating B.V. consortium produced 10.2 million tons of oil. In the same
year, KazMunayGas NC acquired a 10% stake from the current shareholders
and joined the project. For a considerable period, Karachaganak was the only
significant oil and gas project in Kazakhstan that did not involve the state.
The consortium is composed of the British BP Group (29.25%), the Italian
ENI (29.25%), the US Chevron (18%), the Russian Lukoil (13.5%), and
the local KazMunayGas NC share is 10% (EY 5). In 1997, Venture Partners
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teamed up with the former State Oil & Gas Authority to develop the
extensive reserves of Karachaganak. They signed a Final Production Sharing
Agreement (FPSA) that will enable the partnership to operate Karachaganak
until 2038. Since signing this agreement, they have invested over $29.8
billion in the operations and have applied industry-leading hydrocarbon
technology to one of the world’s most complex reservoirs. In 2022, the
production of hydrocarbons in Karachaganak reached 128.5 million barrels
of oil equivalent. Approximately 57.3% of the total gas produced, which
amounts to 11 billion cubic meters, was re-injected to maintain reservoir

pressure (Karachaganak Petroleum Operating B.V.).

Oil is primarily transported through pipelines, which are the most
cost-effective and eco-friendly mode of transportation. Over 80% of
Kazakhstan’s oil production is exported, while the remainder is directed
towards domestic processing. The primary operators are (ORK; Suraganov
8); Routes of the Caspian Pipeline Consortium: The Tengiz-Novorossiysk
pipeline has a capacity of 67.0 million tons and is 1,510 kilometers long.
Only 452 kilometers of this pipeline pass through Kazakhstan. Routes of
KazTransOil JSC: These routes include transportation from a Kazakhstan
refinery to Uzen-Atyrau-Samara, the Aktau port, transshipment to the
Caspian Pipeline Consortium Route, and Atasu-Alashankou. These routes
have a capacity of 17.5 million tons (Atyrau-Samara) and 5.2 million tons
(Aktau port), respectively. The length of the pipeline is 5,372 kilometers.
The routes of the Kazakhstan-China Pipeline LLP are: Atasu-Alashankoou
and Kenkiyak-Kumbkol. The pipeline has a capacity of 20.0 million tons
and a length of 1,759 kilometers. Routes of MunaiGas LLP: The route runs
from Kenkiyak to Atyrau, is 449 kilometers long, and has a capacity of 6.0
million tons (Suraganov 8; ORK 8-9).

Since the mid-2000s, Kazakhstan’s authorities have focused on producing,
processing, and exporting natural gas. Kazakhstan’s natural gas reserves are
smaller than Russia’s and Turkmenistan’s reserves in the post-Soviet region.
Natural gas production has increased almost six times since Kazakhstan
gained independence (Liao 494-95). Kazakhstan has a widespread system
of main and distribution gas pipelines. JSC NC “QazaqGaz” is the national
operator for gas and gas supply infrastructure in Kazakhstan, responsible for
managing the transportation of marketable gas through main gas pipelines.
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Kazakhstan’s gas transmission system covers a total length of more than
56,000 kilometers of gas distribution network, with over 20,000 kilometers
of main gas pipelines and 56 compressor stations. The main operators in

Kazakhstan are (ORK 5; Suraganov 9):

* Routes of Intergas Central Asia JSC: The routes cover Kazakhstan,
Russia, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan, with a capacity of 198 billion
m’ and a length of 15,260 kilometers.

*  Routes of Asian Gas Pipeline LLP: The routes run from Kazakhstan to
China, with a capacity of 55 billion m® and a length of 3,916 kilometers.

*  Routes for the Beineu-Shymkent Gas Pipeline LLP: It has a capacity of
15 billion cubic meters and is 1,454 kilometers long,.

e The routes of JSC KTG-Aimak are used for the domestic market and
cover a distance of 59,182 kilometers (ORK 7-8).

Oil accounts for 51.5% and gas 3.8% of all goods exported from Kazakhstan
in 2021. For 2020, the figures were 50.5% and 5.3%, respectively. Over
96% of the oil was exported via pipelines, with more than 70% of the total
volume sent to European countries. China has been the main consumer
of Kazakh gas in recent years (Suraganov 10). The historical agreements
between Russia and Kazakhstan enable the provision of gas supplies to the
Orenburg gas processing plant. Additionally, these supplies are exported to
Europe via Gazprom channels (Ikramov 75).

Around 60% of Kazakhstan’s merchandise exports come from oil and gas
condensate. 99% of the National Fund is replenished with proceeds from
the oil and gas sector. In the last decade, transfers from the National Fund
to the Republican budget have amounted to 30-45%. After considering the
export customs duties on crude oil and oil products, 30-50% of the state
budget is replenished through the revenue raised by the oil and gas industry.
The amount of revenues to the National Fund directly depends on the price
of oil (EY 6). Building upon the historical significance of oil and gas as
primary contributors to Kazakhstan’s foreign direct investment, averaging
46% over the past decade (Suraganov 12), sustaining robust investment
becomes imperative for the continued growth of the industry.
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Energy Policy of the People’s Republic of China in Kazakhstan

Expanding on the evaluation of Kazakhstan’s energy potential, the focus
transitions to examining the energy policies pursued by the PRC within the
context of Kazakhstan. This part of the paper investigates China’s strategic
engagement with Kazakhstan, delving into policy frameworks, diplomatic
strategies, and collaborative initiatives designed to address China’s growing
energy demands.

Thesignificance of China’senergy policy towards Kazakhstan hasescalated due
to deepening economic ties between the two nations and China’s increasing
need for energy resources. The PRC has instituted various measures to secure
its energy supplies from Kazakhstan, including investments in Kazakhstan’s
energy sector, the construction of pipelines, and the establishment of
energy cooperation agreements. Given Kazakhstan’s strategic location, it
emerges as a crucial transit country for China, facilitating access to energy
resources in Central Asia. China’s interest in Kazakhstan is primarily driven
by considerations of energy security and logistics. Kazakhstan’s abundant
reserves of oil, gas, and coal make it an attractive avenue for China to diversify
its energy sources and reduce dependence on the Middle East. Furthermore,
China’s focus on Kazakhstan aligns with three key factors: energy security,
logistical advantages, and the strategic imperative to promote Chinese
energy companies globally. This global expansion is bolstered by Chinas
“going global” plan (Wang 27), which is part of the broader Belt and Road
Program, providing additional infrastructure support for Chinese energy
investments in Kazakhstan. This interconnected approach underscores the
multifaceted dimensions of China’s energy strategy in Kazakhstan and its
broader international ambitions (Qin 52).

The swift expansion of the Chinese economy in the early 21st century led
to heightened demand for energy resources, widened Beijing’s economic
prospects, and established conditions for reinforcing political leverage
in Central Asia (Dankov). Official records show that the quantity of oil
consumption in China was 450 billion tons in 2022. China’s energy
demands have increased by four times over the past decade, with an
estimated consumption of 480 billion cubic meters of natural gas projected

for 2030 (Shan et al. 1295; Qiu et al 3; Statista).
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In 2003, during the state meeting on economic work, the leadership of
China identified “finance” and “oil” as two significant factors for ensuring
the country’s economic security. By 2022, China’s reliance on imported
oil has reached 57%, whereby over 58.8% of the imported oil primarily
comes from the Middle East. Nonetheless, the situation in the Middle East
and North Africa has been complicated by armed conflicts and political
destabilization in recent years. According to the Twelfth Five-Year Plan for
the Development of the Western Region, energy cooperation with Central
Asian countries is a key aspect of Chinas Western strategy (NDRC 16).
China served as a crucial market for the surplus energy exported by nations
along the Belt and Road, leading these countries to increasingly rely on
China as a destination for their energy exports (Zhao et al. 143). As a resul,
China must adopt a more proactive policy of openness, enhance the level of
openness towards the West, broaden external relations with Western border
countries to access foreign resources and diversify the nation’s secure energy
supply channels.

The geopolitical environment of China drastically transformed when
the Central Asian republics gained independence in 1991. Rather than
encountering a known but perilous adversary like the USSR, the PRC
found itself facing a diverse array of small independent countries along
its western borders. During the two decades following the collapse of the
Soviet Union, from 1991 to 2003, a period marked by expansion, Beijing
allocated limited diplomatic and political resources to support Chinese
enterprises in Kazakhstan as part of its broader regional strategy. Initially,
energy did not hold the top position in bilateral relations; financial loans
to the newly independent country, migration, border security, control of
separatists in Xinjiang, and trade were (and continue to be) significant items
on the Kazakh-Chinese agenda. The first petroleum agreement was not
signed until September 1997, after China National Petroleum Corporation
(CNPC) became involved in the country. Even within the largest Chinese
multilateral initiative in the region, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
the security of energy supply was not among the primary elements in the
negotiations (Alvarez 60). Nevertheless, during the 2010s, Chinas activities
in Central Asia, particularly in Kazakhstan, have undergone substantial
changes.
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In a short period, China has emerged as Kazakhstan’s leading economic
and political ally, assuming the role of the primary investor and creditor.
Kazakhstan is a crucial energy partner for China in the region. From 1993,
China and Kazakhstan formally initiated cooperation in the energy sector.
Initially, China’s entry into the region was characterized by a commitment
to non-interference in domestic matters and a focus on fostering economic
collaboration. This approach, presenting an alternative to other global
powers, received positive feedback from local elites. China demonstrated a
keen interest in investing in significant infrastructure projects, encompassing
oil and gas pipelines, transportation networks, power facilities, bridges, as
well as transport and logistics hubs (E 23-24).

For the past 20 years, collaboration between China and Kazakhstan
regarding energy has exceptionally intensified. In 2003, China National
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) procured 85.6% of the Aktobe oil field’s
shares, followed by the acquisition of PetroKazakhstan by CNPC in 2005
(The Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China). The
gas pipeline connecting Turkmenistan and China was initially an extension
resulting from earlier negotiations between Kazakhstan and China. This
extension included the expansion of the Bukhara-Tashkent pipeline through
Uzbekistan, passing through Almaty to Alashankou on the border. This
border location is where the existing Kazakhstan-China oil pipeline from
Atasu also enters China. In the late 2000s, the China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC) initiated talks with Kazakhstan’s national energy trust,
KazMunaiGaz, for gas imports from western Kazakhstan (Cutler 680).

One of the biggest energy projects between Kazakhstan and China was
the construction of the first Kazakhstan-China transnational oil pipeline.
Kazakhstan-China Pipeline LLP (KCP) is a legal entity with foreign
participation. Its participants are KazTransOil JSC and the Chinese National
Oil and Gas Exploration and Development Corporation (CNODC) in a
50/50 partnership. KCP was created to design, build, and operate the Atasu-
Alashankou oil pipeline. KCP was established on June 30, 2004, as a result
of the agreement between “KazTransOil” JSC and CNODC, following the
“Agreement on Cooperation in the Oil and Gas Field” signed on May 17,
2004, between the Governments of the Republic of Kazakhstan and China
(KazTransOil).
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To implement the Kazakhstan-China oil pipeline project, oil supplies
from West Kazakhstan and Aktobe regions to the Chinese market needed
to be secured. To address this, CNPC and KazMunayGaz NC JSC signed
an agreement on the main principles of constructing the second stage of
the Kazakhstan-China oil pipeline on December 20, 2006. The Atasu-
Alashankou pipeline (first stage) and Kenkiyak-Kumkol pipeline (second
stage) projects were equally implemented by Chinese and Kazakh parties
(KCP).

The construction project of the Atasu-Alashankou crude oil pipeline is
noteworthy due to its scale and complexity, as well as the valuable experience
gained by the company during its implementation. The pipeline traverses
four regions of the Republic of Kazakhstan, namely Ulytau, Karaganda,
Zhetysu, and Abai, as well as the territory of the People’s Republic of
China. In July 20006, the State Commission approved the Atasu-Alashankou
pipeline, and in November 2008 PS-9 was launched, achieving its designed
capacity of 10 million tons of oil per year. In December 2011, PS-11 was
launched, and the Atasu-Alashankou pipeline reached its full capacity of
12 million tons of oil per year. In December 2013, PS-8 and PS-10 were
launched, leading to a capacity increase of the Atasu-Alashankou pipeline
to 20 million tons of oil per year. On 11 December 2007, the Kenkiyak-
Kumkol pipeline project was unveiled at the Kenkiyak initial pump station
in Aktobe. Construction was completed in September 2009 (KazTransOil).
According to the official 2022 statistics, the capacity of the oil pipeline
connecting Kazakhstan to China exceeds 20 million tons. This volume
is equivalent to the yearly output of a single significant oil field in China

(KCP).

In addition to the oil sector, collaboration between China and Kazakhstan
also exists in the natural gas sector. Towards the end 0£2012, the Development
Bank of China signed papers with the Kazakh side for allocating $1.8
billion toward the establishment of the Beineu-Shymkent gas pipeline in
Kazakhstan. The Development Bank of China places significant importance
on cooperation with Kazakhstan, and the representative office of the
Development Bank in Astana was officially launched in October 2018.
To date, the Development Bank has supported 33 projects in Kazakhstan,
providing loans totaling $34.262 billion and contracts totaling $29.922
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billion. The Development Bank strongly supported the implementation
of several significant energy projects. Leveraging the framework of China-
Kazakhstan intergovernmental cooperation and extensive medium and long-
term financing mechanisms, the State Development Bank spearheaded the
establishment of a $12.2 billion consortium loan for the Kazakhstan section
of the Central Asian Natural Gas Pipeline and $1.8 billion consortium
loan for the second phase of the China-Kazakhstan Natural Gas Pipeline.
Additionally, it purchased $300 million in bonds to support the first phase
of the China-Kazakhstan crude oil pipeline and provided $240 million
in financing for its second phase (Ministry of Commerce of the People’s

Republic of China).

As China depends on Kazakhstan for energy imports and views its western
neighbor as a key link in the Belt and Road initiative, Kazakhstan’s
economy significantly relies on Chinese investment and trade agreements.
The collaboration between Kazakhstan and China has been evolving since
late 2014, primarily under the Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) and
Kazakhstan’s national program “Nurly Zhol”. Notably, Kazakhstan has
made more substantial progress in implementing this program compared to
other regional states. From March 2015 to September 2018, China entered
into approximately 70 agreements with Kazakhstan, totaling over $33
billion. These agreements spanned various sectors, including energy, mining,
chemical, mechanical manufacturing, agriculture, and infrastructure (Liao
490). This can be attributed to the similarities between the SREB and “Nurly
Zhol” initiatives, particularly in terms of facilitating the transit of goods
from China through Kazakhstan and developing the country’s transport
and logistics infrastructure. Additionally, China’s willingness to provide
generous loans and finance projects under both programs is noteworthy,
particularly without imposing any political preconditions (Syroezhkin 21).

In 2017, the bilateral trade between China and Kazakhstan recorded a
turnover of $11.07 billion, placing China as Kazakhstan’s second-largest
trading partner, following Russia (Dankov). In 2022, the State Revenue
Committee of the Ministry of Finance in the Republic of Kazakhstan
reported a growth in bilateral trade, with a total volume of $24.1 billion,
representing a 34.1% increase. Total exports amounted to $13.1 billion, up
34.7% from the previous year, while imports reached $11 billion, reflecting
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a 33.5% increase. Kazakhstan’s reliance on China as a major trading partner
was apparent, with China contributing 22.8% of the total trade volume in
2022 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan).

Currently, three sections of the Central Asian natural gas pipeline (lines A, B,
and C) are active, transferring a total of 35 billion cubic meters of natural gas
per year from Turkmenistan to China. The three existing pipelines traverse
the territories of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, and these transit countries are
required to contribute 20 billion cubic meters of natural gas. Accordingly,
the pipeline system exports a total of 55 billion cubic meters of natural
gas to China each year. Since the completion of the Trans-Central Asian
pipeline, 400 billion cubic meters of natural gas have been transported to
China. Also, an agreement was reached to resume the construction of the
fourth branch (D line) that passes through Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan during
the visit of Turkmenistan’s President, Serdar Berdimuhamedov, to Beijing
on 6 January 2023 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of
China). With the construction of the fourth line, it is anticipated that the
amount of gas transported annually from Turkmenistan to China will reach
65 billion cubic meters (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic
of China).

China’s significant position in Kazakhstan can be attributed to two key
factors. Firstly, China is the biggest market for Kazakhstan’s main exports,
including oil, natural gas, uranium, and non-ferrous metals. Secondly, China
has established itself as the largest investor and creditor in Kazakhstan. As
of 2019, Central Asian countries collectively owe China in excess of $22
billion, with more than half of the debt owed by Kazakhstan specifically.
According to data from the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic
of China, the outward investment to Kazakhstan amounted to $822.240
million in 2021. This represents a rise from the prior figure of — $115.290
million for 2020 (China Economic Information Center).

China’s position in Central Asia is undermined by the lack of efficiency
in a considerable portion of Chinese investments and corruption scandals
surrounding Chinese projects, hindering relations with China. The LRT
construction project in Astana is a prime example of this issue (Yakhyarova).
Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic hasled to a decline in activity within
the Belt and Road initiative, resulting in a decrease in the implementation
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of multiple infrastructure projects. Some academic studies on the future
of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) suggest that the COVID-19
pandemic is driving a shift towards slower growth and de-globalization.
Historical evidence indicates that economic performance tends to decline
after pandemics, and forecasts suggest this trend will persist in the short
to medium term. In this context, the BRI may be evolving to prioritize
securing national interests in a world marked by increased tensions between

the US and China and growing divisions (Barua 25; Schulhof et al. 6).

Moreover, it is noteworthy that Chinas interests in Kazakhstan are
predominantly linked to the factors mentioned earlier. Local concerns have
a relatively minor impact on China’s interests. China is willing to invest in
security systems and counter-terrorism initiatives but shows little interest in
generating new employment opportunities. While China is ready to finance
the construction of extensive pipelines for exporting oil and natural gas, it is not
inclined to invest in the gasification of cities and villages in the region. Beijing
is prepared to establish transit corridors for transporting goods to Europe but
has no intention of developing local transport infrastructure in the remote areas
of Kazakhstan. In summary, China’s energy policy towards Kazakhstan plays
a pivotal role in its overall energy security strategy and broader international
economic policies. The strong economic ties between the two nations position
Kazakhstan as a valuable energy partner for China, and the collaborative
relationship between them is expected to continue flourishing.

Energy Policy of the Russian Federation in Kazakhstan

Examining Russias energy policies within the borders of Kazakhstan is a
complementary endeavor to the exploration of Chinas strategies in the
preceding section. This dual analysis unveils the intricate dynamics of energy
cooperation in the region, enabling a comparative evaluation of China and
Russia’s approaches. This assessment brings to light areas of both alignment
and disparity in their quests for energy security within Kazakhstan.

In the early 1990s, the Central Asian states posed challenges for Russia, but
today, the Kremlin seeks to firmly integrate this region into Russia, motivated
primarily by political and economic considerations. The Russian Federation
places significant economic value on Kazakhstan, particularly regarding
transit and the extraction of energy resources. Moscow’s primary objective in
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the region is to establish a zone specific to its interests, reasserting influence
over former Soviet republics and curbing external influences, notably from
the United States and China. This strategic shift underscores the evolving
dynamics of Russia’s engagement with Kazakhstan, encompassing economic
interests and geopolitical considerations.

Energy is a fundamental component of Russia’s attempts to sustain its
dominance in the region. After 1991, the post-Soviet republics in Central
Asia started to open their economies to the global market to differing
extents. Nevertheless, they inherited a deep integration of their energy
sectors with the mining and pipeline infrastructure of Russia as part of
the USSR. Initially, energy carriers’ transportation from the Caspian Sea
was solely done through Russia’s territory or the state-controlled Russian
pipeline system (Makarova 150). Foreign companies are not permitted to
utilize these pipelines for transit by Moscow.

Thus, Russia has gained an effective monopoly in the field of energy transit
across the Eurasian region. Given that oil and gas are the primary sources
of income for the Caspian Sea producers, Moscow’s control over the export
of their energy resources has granted it significant political leverage over its
southern neighbors and has thus served its strategic interests (Mamedov 163).
The matter of oil and particularly gas transit has been closely monitored in
Russia in recent years. It should be noted that merely 15% of gas intended
for export is transported avoiding Ukrainian territory, and this consideration
holds significance in determining the “gas” policy’s direction. There is no
indication that Gazprom, the gas monopoly of Russia, would permit the
development of unfavorable schemes for the supply of Kazakh gas.

In the field of oil trade, the Russian monopoly was swiftly dismantled.
Following its independence in 1991, Kazakhstan granted Western oil
companies access to its hydrocarbon resources. Chevron and ExxonMobil
have become partners in the management of the enormous Tengiz and
Korolevskoye oil fields located in Kazakhstan (Beloglazov 222-23). To
transport this oil to the global market, Western firms initially attempted to
access the pipeline system that has been in place since Soviet times, which
is overseen by the Russian company Transneft. However, the negotiations
have reached an impasse, primarily due to concerns over Russia’s potential
control of the routes for exporting Kazakh oil (Petersen 33).
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The “thread” built by the Caspian Pipeline Consortium from the city
of Atyrau in Kazakhstan to Novorossiysk in Russia is one of the longest
pipelines in the region. Initially, Western companies operating in Kazakhstan,
specifically Chevron, intended to build and manage the pipeline according
to international standards, excluding Transneft from its operators. However,
these plans were only partially realized. Currently, Transneft oversees the
Russian segment of the project; however, the monopolistic pricing system
employed by this company for their Russian network does not extend to
the entire pipeline (Petersen 34). In brief, Russia’s previous dominance
over the oil industry in this area has significantly reduced. In Kazakhstan,
Russian companies, led by Lukoil, are investing in hydrocarbon production

alongside Western oil companies and their own Kazakh state companies
(Saurbek 80).

Russia was interested in Kazakhstan supplying oil exclusively via the
northern route, passing through Russian territory. This was a matter of
significant political importance in addition to the economic advantages.
Pipelines remained a crucial tool to exert influence on the Caspian countries.
For this reason, Russia expedited the construction of the Caspian Pipeline
Consortium (CPC) oil pipeline (Tengiz-Novorossiysk). In November
2001, the commissioning of the first phase of the CPC pipeline was signed
during a ceremony. The commissioning of the pipeline was a significant
geopolitical achievement for Russia in the Caspian Sea, granting them the
right to transport Kazakhstan’s oil. This move not only solidified Russia’s
position in the region but also fostered an improved relationship with
Kazakhstan. Additionally, an agreement was reached to expand the CPC’s
capacity to transport up to 67 million tons of oil annually. Later, a long-
term intergovernmental agreement was signed, whereby the Kazakh side
was guaranteed the capacity to transport a minimum of 15 million tons of
oil annually from Atyrau to Samara (Zhiltsov 39).

Gazprom has collaborated with KazMunaiGas in the gas sector since 2002.
Nevertheless, no long-term agreement between Russia and Kazakhstan
has been signed yet, unlike the ones in existence with Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan. Russia underestimates the significance of this document for
the Kazakh side, as the conclusion of such an agreement would significantly
influence the gas industry’s direction in Kazakhstan. There is, however, a
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possibility that the Russian leadership is intentionally doing so in order
to control the initiatives of the management of KazMunayGas. This has
prompted Kazakhstan to reconsider its reliance on Gazprom and consider
investing in its own infrastructure or partnering with foreign companies.
However, Lukoil still holds a considerable stake in the current primary
project — the Karachaganak field’s advancement (EY 5).

In the gas sector, Russia’s monopoly endured for an extended period. By
purchasing gas from Central Asia and transporting it through its pipeline
system, Russia prevented the countries of the region, particularly Kazakhstan,
from accessing profitable markets independently (Petersen 43). In 2005,
Russia declared the shift to “European market prices” for gas exports to CIS
nations and started raising prices for countries like Ukraine. Nevertheless,
it wasn't until 2008, once the likelihood of alternative customers emerging
in Kazakhstan materialized, that Russia proposed buying gas from this area
at a higher rate. In 2010, a new agreement was signed with Turkmenistan
and Kazakhstan for the extension and modernization of the main pipeline
— which has been operational since Soviet times — that transports gas from
these countries to Russia. This indicates Moscow’s intention to secure gas
resources in Central Asia for the future (Malashenko 25-26).

Russia signed these agreements when it did not require Kazakh gas, thus
showing its readiness to forego short-term profits for the sake of long-term
strategic objectives. With the decrease in gas demand in Europe due to the
financial and economic crises of 2008-2009, Russia no longer required
Central Asian gas to satisfy domestic needs or contracts with Ukraine.
Furthermore, soon after signing multiple new long-term agreements with
the producing nations of the Caspian Sea, which stipulated procurement
of substantial amounts of gas at twice the previous price, Russia ceased its
acquisition of gas from Central Asia almost entirely (Petersen 42-43).

On 8th January 2023, Gazprom CEO A. Miller and First Deputy Prime
Minister of Kazakhstan R. Sklyar conducted a working meeting in St.
Petersburg. The parties discussed their cooperation progress and future
prospects. At the meeting A. Miller and R. Sklyar signed a roadmap for
cooperation in the gas sector. The press office of the Kazakh government
simply stated that the roadmap outlines the primary areas of cooperation
between the parties, specifically regarding issues (Gazprom):
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*  The processing of Kazakh gas at the Orenburg gas processing plant (GPP),

* 'The potential for Russian gas supplies to Kazakhstan, and potential
cooperation projects.

Two potential routes for supplying Russian gas are currently being
investigated: the Barnaul-Rubtsovsk-Semey-Ust-Kamenogorsk route with a
branch to Pavlodar, estimated to be approximately 1,000 km in length, and
the Ishim-Petropavlovsk-Kokshetau-Nur-Sultan route, estimated to be 644
km long (Gazprom).

In August 2022, Gazprom and QazaqGaz (formerly KazTransGaz) began
discussing the volume of gas supplies. Initially, the volume is set at 4 billion
cubic meters per year, with the potential for an increase to 7-10 billion cubic
meters per year. This takes into account the possibility of converting coal-
fired thermal power plants to gas (Interfax Information Services Group).

Another area of collaboration between Gazprom and Kazakhstan concerns
the processing of gas from the Karachaganak oil and gas condensate field
(OGCF) at the Orenburg GPP. During SPIEF in June 2022, Gazprom
Pererabotka and KazRosGaz, a joint venture with equal participation from
Gazprom and KazMunaiGaz (with QazaqGaz overseeing KazMunaiGaz’s
share), agreed to augment gas processing at the Karachaganak OGCF over
the 2022-2023 period. In addition, Gazprom and QazaqGaz signed a
memorandum of cooperation that outlines plans to elevate processing to 11

billion m3/year (Alifirova).

Russian-Kazakhstan relations regarding gas issues were closely held
throughout 2022. A new momentum to the negotiation process was initiated
by the meeting of Russian President V. Putin and Kazakh President K.-J.
Tokayev on 28 November 2022. During the ensuing meeting with Russian
Prime Minister M. Mishustin, K.-J. Tokayev communicated that V. Putin
suggested the formation of a trilateral union involving Uzbekistan. Later,
Russian Deputy Prime Minister A. Novak stated that Russia, Kazakhstan,
and Uzbekistan are exploring the possibility of establishing a gas union. This
would entail collaboration on gas transportation, export, processing, and
other areas of cooperation, such as gas supply to additional export markets

including China (Gazprom).
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Firstly, Russia holds a strong position in Kazakhstan due to its deep historical
and cultural ties and close connections with the elites, which facilitate
the achievement of long-term agreements. Secondly, unlike the case with
China, the public’s outlook toward treaties and negotiations with Russia
is largely optimistic. Finally, the significant level of trade and integration
initiatives between Russia and Kazakhstan fosters close relations between
the two nations.

Russia’s uncertain standing in Kazakhstan is due to its involvement in
the 2021 conflict with Ukraine. Given the historical and cultural ties and
the high density of Russian-speaking residents in Kazakhstan, along with
the violent events of January 2022 and separatist factions in Northern
Kazakhstan, Kazakhstan must carefully navigate its relationship with Russia,
especially considering their shared land border.

Russia’s main goal is to obstruct Caspian Sea nations from finalizing
agreements with Western clients, especially in Europe, which is considered
Russia’s sales market. The belief is that if it's not possible to prevent Kazakh
oil and gas exports without using Russian territory, redirecting them towards
the East is preferable to the West. This strategy aims to avoid challenging
Russian fuel dominance in the critical European market. Specifically, Russia
seeks to hinder the proposed European pipeline, the “Southern Corridor”,
designed to deliver Caspian gas directly to EU countries.

Despite all these efforts, Russia’s position in Kazakhstan, inherited from the
USSR, has weakened over time. The influence of other players is increasing
in Kazakhstan. Today, Kazakhstan has become the focus of strategic,
political, and economic interests, not only for Russia but also for China.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this paper has conducted a comprehensive comparative
analysis of China and Russia’s energy policies in Kazakhstan, shedding light
on the evolving international context in the region. The intricate dynamics
of this context not only justify but also encourage Kazakhstan to foster
external partnerships, particularly in the realm of energy trade, where China
and Russia stand as the primary purchasers. As Kazakhstan positions itself
as a crucial player in the global energy landscape, the study aimed to assess
its energy potential and scrutinize the foreign policy priorities of China and
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Russia within the country. Additionally, the research sought to identify areas
of competition and potential geopolitical changes, especially considering
China’s growing strength and Russia’s evolving influence.

The evaluation of Kazakhstan’s energy potential revealed its significant role
in the global energy arena, with abundant resources and reserves that attract
continued foreign investment. As an active participant in the international
community, Kazakhstan’s contributions to the global energy balance and
security underscore its responsibility to ensure international stability and
security. The country’s vast oil and gas reserves, coupled with its strategic
geographical position, make it a key player in the energy sector, with over
80% of its oil production being exported. The emphasizes the importance
of energy policies in shaping its economic trajectory.

China, driven by deepening economic ties and its growing energy needs, has
become the largest market, investor, and creditor for Kazakhstan. However,
challenges such as inefficient investments and corruption scandals have
impacted the efficiency of Chinese projects, potentially hindering relations.
Nevertheless, the collaborative relationship between China and Kazakhstan
is anticipated to thrive, given their strong economic ties and shared energy
interests.

On the other hand, Russia, leveraging its historical ties and close connections,
has effectively maintained a monopoly in energy transit across the Eurasian
region, providing Moscow with substantial political leverage. The historical
and cultural links, along with positive public sentiment, contribute to the
strong relationship between Russia and Kazakhstan. However, uncertainties
arise due to Russias involvement in the 2021 conflict with Ukraine,
necessitating careful navigation of their shared border and relationship.

In summary, this study contributes a nuanced understanding of the energy
policies of China and Russia in Kazakhstan, offering insights into the
geopolitical landscape and potential future developments. The findings
emphasize the need for Kazakhstan to navigate its external partnerships
judiciously, considering the evolving dynamics of its relationships with

China and Russia.
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The dynamic interrelationships among energy, goods and financial
markets in Eurasian economies are not empirically analyzed, yet; and
this study attempts to handle this gap in the literature. It examines
the dynamic interrelationships for energy (oil and natural gas) prices,
inflation rate, and exchange rate in Tiirkiye, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan, covering the period from January
2010 to April 2022, by means of the Toda and Yamamoto approach
to Granger causality, impulse-response functions, and variance
decompositions. The empirical findings unveil that (i) inflation is
mainly driven by natural gas prices, (ii) oil prices cause inflation
through natural gas prices, (iii) the exchange rate pass-through to
inflation seems country-specific, and (iv) there is a weak dependence
between energy prices and exchange rates. Accounting for smooth
structural breaks in causality analysis based on the Fourier Toda-
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Avrasya ekonomilerinde enerji, mal ve finans piyasalar1 arasindaki
dinamik iligkiler hentiz ampirik olarak analiz edilmemistir. Bu
caligma literatiirdeki bu boslugu ele almaya caligmaktadir.
Caligma, Tiirkiye, Azerbaycan, Kazakistan, Kirgizistan ve
Ozbekistanda enerji (petrol ve dogalgaz) fiyatlari, enflasyon orani
ve doviz kuru arasindaki dinamik iligkileri, Ocak 2010-Nisan
2022 dénemini kapsayacak sekilde, Toda ve Yamamoto'nun
Granger nedensellik yaklagimi, etki-tepki fonksiyonlar: ve varyans
ayristirmalart araciligiyla incelemekeedir. Ampirik bulgular (i)
enflasyonun esas olarak dogal gaz fiyatlarindan kaynaklandigin,
(ii) petrol fiyatlarinin dogal gaz fiyatlar: araciligiyla enflasyona
neden oldugunu, (iii) déviz kurunun enflasyona gegigkenliginin
tilkeye 6zgii oldugunu ve (iv) enerji fiyatlari ile déviz kurlart
arasinda zayif bir bagimlilik oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.
Fourier Toda-Yamamoto yaklagimina dayali nedensellik analizinde
yumusak yapisal kirilmalarin hesaba katilmasi bu bulgular
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Introduction

Energy and related commodities play a crucial role for both the global
economy and national economies (Dai et al.; Mensi et al.). Energy price
shocks in the global market negatively affect sustainable growth as they
increase input, procurement, and production costs; can lead to undesirable
macroeconomic problems such as inflation (Ding et al.; Yang and Dian);
and can cause increased volatility and risks in financial markets.

The importance of energy markets on both real and financial sectors has
triggered an ongoing interest in investigating dynamic connections between
energy prices and economic and financial variables. The literature, as
reviewed in next section, reveals that fluctuations in oil and natural gas prices
trigger exchange rate and inflation, which in turn have a negative impact on
countries’ growth and terms of trade. Even though the empirical literature
extensively focuses on developed economies; the fluctuations in energy
prices may also be sources of uncertainty for developing countries as well and
relatively few studies have examined the effects of oil price fluctuations on
developing countries (Berument et al.; Emami and Adibpour; Farzanegan

and Markwardt; Olomola and Adejumo).

The literature on the Eurasian region, which has rich in energy resources,
reveals that there is a very limited number of studies, and the countries in
this region are not included within a comprehensive analysis framework,
that this situation does not allow comparing the countries of the region with
each other. Moreover, the dynamic relationships among energy, goods, and
exchange rate markets are not simultaneously investigated yet for Eurasian
countries. These gaps in the literature have motived us to analyze the effects
of energy prices, which are of great importance for each country, on exchange
rates and inflation rates in Tiirkiye and four other independent Turkic
Republic countries (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Kyrgyzstan).

Central Asia’s available energy resources are second only to the Middle East
and Russia. This situation may be considered as another motivating point for
empirical studies on the region. Although the Middle East still accounts for
the largest portion of the world’s energy production, political and economic
instabilities in the Middle East make the resources in Central Asia a strategic
alternative (Cinar 26). Importance of energy markets in Eurasian region
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has increased during last decade, which in turn leads a shift of interest from
the Middle East to the Eurasian area'. Especially the increase in foreign
investments in the Eurasian countries’ energy sector can be considered an
indicator of this situation.

Based on the above-mentioned gaps in the literature and the motivations,
this study focuses on the selected Eurasian countries (Turkiye, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan). It aims to present a comparative
analysis of the relationships among energy prices (oil and natural gas),
real effective exchange rate and consumer price index for the period from
January 2010 to April 2022 by means of causality analysis, impulse-response
functions, and variance decomposition®. The empirical findings indicate
that (i) energy prices are found to be main drivers of inflation, (ii) exchange
rate pass-through to inflation seems country-specific, and (iii) there is a
weak dependence between energy prices and exchange rates. Moreover,
the Fourier Toda-Yamamoto approach suggested by Nazlioglu et al. (“Oil
Prices and Real”) to consider smooth structural breaks in causality analysis,
support these findings, implying a dependence between energy and goods
markets in the selected Eurasian countries shaped directly by natural gas
prices or indirectly by oil prices through natural gas prices.

This study contributes to empirical literature in different ways. The first
contribution is based on the sample of the study. In literature, most of the
studies for Eurasian countries have been conducted for a single country (see
Table 1). This study uses a multi-country sample to explain the relationship
between energy prices, exchange rates and inflation. The second contribution
is related to empirical modeling. There is no study in the literature for
Eurasian countries, that consider energy, goods and exchange rate markets
as integrated markets. Apart from the literature, this paper takes a dynamic
and endogenous approach to model the interactions among energy prices,
inflation, and exchange rates. The third contribution of the study comes
from analyzing the dynamic interactions with both short-run and long-
run perspective. While short-run dynamic relationships are analyzed using
impulse-response functions and variance decomposition, long-run dynamic
relationships are analyzed using the Toda & Yamamoto causality approach.
Moreover, we account for smooth structural breaks in causality analysis
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based on the Fourier Toda-Yamamoto approach, suggested by Nazlioglu et
al. (“Oil Prices and Real”).

Literature Review

There are many studies in the literature analyzing the relationship between
EP, ER and inflation. Table 1 is devoted to succinctly summarizing the
empirical literature. The empirical literature focusing on the relationship
between oil prices (OP) and inflation has expanded and diversified since
the 1980s in line with developments in econometric analysis (see Panel A of
Table 1). For instance, Burbidge and Harrison, using VAR analysis, find that
OP increases are the source of high inflation in the US, Japan, Germany, the
UK and Canada. Gisser and Goodwin, using Granger Causality analysis,
find that the inflationary effect of OP increases in the US was stronger
before 1973, and that this effect gradually decreased after 1973. Cunado and
Gracia, in their study on Asian countries using Granger Causality analysis,
concluded that oil prices have an impact on inflation in 6 selected countries.
In the Abaunoori et al. study on Iran, they found that the increase in OP
causes demand inflation through crude oil income. Husaini and Lean, using
the NARDL model, concluded that there is a causality relationship between
OP and consumer price index (CPI) in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand.

Similarly, the literature on the relationship between the ER and OP has
been growing continuously through causality analysis tools. Among these,
Trehan, Indjehagopian et al., Aleisa and Dibooglu, Olomo and Adejumo,
Castro and Rodriguez found a causality relationship between OP and ER.
Zhang et.al, on the other hand, using VAR analysis for G20 countries,
concluded that there is no relationship between OP and ER. Looking at
the studies examining the relationship between OP and ER with Granger
Causality test, Amano and Van Norden, Chaudhuri and Daniel, Coudert
et al., Benhmad, Adigiizel et al. and Bass found that there is a causality
relationship between OP and ER.

At first glance, it is noteworthy that there is a limited number of studies
examining OP and ER in Eurasian economies (see panel B of Table 1).
Agayev and Oksiizler and Ipek conclude that there is no causality between
OP and ER. Yaylali and Lebe and Karimli et al., on the other hand, use the
VAR method and conclude that there is a relationship between OP and
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ER. In studies examining the relationship between OP and ER in Eurasian
economies, Kutan and Wyzan, Agazade (“Reeel Déviz Kuru”), Agazade
(“Petrol Fiyatlari”), Altemur found that there is a relationship between OP
and ER.

Table 1

Literature Review

International studies

Author/Year Sample and Data Method Causality
. USA, Japan, Germany,
Burbidge and 1y " a1 1961- VAR INF-OP
Harrison (1984)
1982
Gisser and USA /1961: Q1- Granger INF-OP
Goodwin (1986) 1982: Q4 Causality Test
USA / 1956: Q2-
Trehan (1986) 1985: Q4 VAR ER - OP
Germany, Japan and
?\Imjgonaaigg;‘ USA/1973: MI- Graﬁ’ge; i OP-ER
orde 1993: M6 ausality Tes
Chaudhuri and 16 OECD Countries / Granger OP-ER
Daniel (1998) 1973: M1-1996: M2 Causality Test )
Indjehagopian et Germany and France /
al. (2000) 1987: M1-1997: M12 VAR REER-OP
Aleisa and Saudi Arabia / 1980:
Dibooglu (2002) Q1-2000: Q2 VAR OP-ER
Norway / 1986: M1-
Akram (2004) 1998: M8 OLS OP-ER
Cunado and Asian Countries / Granger OP-INF
Gracia (2005) 1975: Q1-2002: Q2 Causality Test
Olomo and L
Adejumo (2006) Nigeria / 1970-2003 VAR OP-ER
Chen and Chen  G7 Countries / 1972:
(2007) M1-2005: M10 Panel OP-ER
Coudert et al. USA / 1974: M1-
(2008) 2004: M11 VAR OP-ER
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Korhonen and .
Juurikkala OPFIS;;O;)I;;;CS / Panel OP-ER
(2009)
USA /1970: M2- Granger
Benhmad (2012) 2010: M2 Causality Test OP-ER
Brazil, India and
, Tiirkiye /
Ad“‘(;; gil;)t al. 1999: M1-2011: M7, Causality Test ER-OP

1993: M3-2011: M7,
2001: M2-2011: M7

Abounoori et al. Iran / 2003: M3 — Dynamic Error

Correction OP-INF
(2014) 2013: M3 Model
Tasar (2018)  Romania / 2004-2014 Toda- OP-ER
Yamamoto
Bass (2019) Russia / 2010-2017 Granger OP-ER-CPI
Causality Test
Castro and
Rodriguez USA 7 1974: M1- VAR OP-REER
(2020) 2019: M7
Husaini and Indonesia, Malaysia
Le‘;n Qo21y  nd Thailand / 1978- NARDL OP-CPI
2018
There is no
Canada, Norway and relationship
Z}ér(l)gz ;;.al Australia / 2010: M5- VAR between oil
2020: M6 prices and
exchange rates.
. G20 Countries / 2010:
Bigerna (2023) M6-2021: 12 VAR OP-ER-INF
Studies on Eurasian countries
Kutan and Kazakhstan / 1996: Balassa- OP-ER
Wyzan (2005) M1-2003: M11 Samuelson
There is no
. lity between
5 Azerbaijan / 1995: Granger causa
Agayev (2011) M1-2010: M4 Causality Test the general level
of prices and the
exchange rate.
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There is no
Oksiizler and Tiirkiye / 1987: M1- Granger relationship
Ipek (2011) 2010: M9 Causality Test  between oil prices
and inflation.
Yaylali and Lebe  Tiirkiye / 1986: Q2-
(2012) 2010: Q2 VAR OP-INF
Aluntas (2016)  Tirkiye / 2000-2013 NARDL EP-RI
Karimli et al Azerbaijan-
: (20 11 66) & Kazakhstan-Russia / VAR OP-INF
2000: Q1-2014: Q4
Kogak et al. Tirkiye / 2003: Q1- Graflger OP-INF
(2017) 2017: Q2 Causality Test
5 Azerbaijan / 1995:
Agazade (2018) M1-2017: M9 TAR-MTAR REER-OP
. Kazakhstan / 1995:
Agazade (2020) MI1-2016: M10 ARDL REER-OP
Kartal (2023) Tiirkiye / 1960-2020  Engle-Granger INF-OP
Tiirkiye / 1995: M1-  Cointegration
Altemur (2023) 2023: M2 Tests OP-INF-ER

OP: Ol Price / ER: Exchange Rate / INF: Inflation / EP: Energy Price / RI: Reel Income

To summarize this empirical literature, it is noteworthy that mostly
developed countries and/or OECD and G7 country groups are included in
the analysis. Another noteworthy point is that energy, goods and financial
markets are analyzed within the framework of models that include only two
markets (energy-goods, energy-finance). Therefore, this study differs from
the literature by focusing on Eurasian countries both in terms of the sample
and in terms of modeling by focusing on the dynamic relationships between
energy, goods and financial markets.

Econometric Methodology

To outline the details of causality testing, let us start with VAR(p) model for
Granger (1969), given by

y=ogtoy totay, tu, (D)
where y, are m endogenous variables, o, is the vector of constant terms, a

=(o, ..., 0)is the coefhicient matrix and u, is the error term. Granger
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causality analysis requires testing the unit root and cointegration properties
of the variables. This is because if the variable(s) in the VAR model contain
a unit root or are cointegrated, the Wald test not only has a non-standard
distribution, but also becomes dependent on spurious parameters (Toda and
Yamamoto, 1995; Dolado and Liitkepohl, 1996). To solve this problem,
Toda and Yamamoto (1995), suggest estimating the VAR(p+d) model
by adding an additional lag of the maximum unit root degree () of the
variables to the VAR model in which the level values of the variables are
used. The VAR(p+d) model, which is the basis of the Toda and Yamamoto

causality approach, is defined as follows:

yEotte y, ot tu @)

ap + ayt-(;7+(l) t

The VAR models defined in both equations (4) and (5) do not take
in account a possible structural break in the variables. Nazlioglu et al.
(“Oil Prices and Real”, “Oil Prices and Monetary”) extend the Toda and
Yamamoto approach using a Fourier approximation to allow for the smooth
structural shifts in Granger causality analysis, which is called as the Fourier
Toda and Yamamoto causality approach. The Fourier Toda and Yamamoto
procedure relaxes the assumption that y is constant over time, and defines

the VAR (p+d) model as follows:

YENO Fay Tt ote, vt )

where y (¢) is a function of time and denotes any structural change in y,
To capture structural changes as a gradual process, y (¢) is defined with a
Fourier approximation, given by

~ . 2wkt 2kt
05+ () cos (25 @
where £ is the Fourier frequency number. By substituting y () in equation

(6) we get

. | 2mkt 2kt
Y=y, Ty, sin (7T )+y2cos (7T )+ ay,  t- +ap . dyt_(pmﬁut &)

In both Toda and Yamamoto approach and its extension with Fourier
approximation, a zero constraint (H,: a, = - = a = 0) is imposed on the
first p parameter for the relevant variable of y, to test for Granger causality.
The Wald statistic used to test for Granger no causality has an asymptotic y?
distribution with p degrees of freedom.? As a final note to be emphasized,
we determine the number optimal lags (p), avoiding serial correlation

i
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problem, by general-to-specific approach. The optimal Fourier frequency is

determined by Schwarz information criterion as suggested by Nazlioglu et
al. (“Oil Prices and Real”).

Data

The data used in the paper cover the period 2010 M1-2022 M4. Oil and
natural gas prices, CPI and real effective exchange rate (REER) are analyzed
using the Toda-Yamamoto causality test. Explanations about the variables
used are given in Table 2.

Table 2
Data Description Information

Variables Acronyms Units References
Consumer Price Index LCPI M(()(;Ot )h ly Intern;ltli;);ezlﬂ\l\//[[g; etary
B Y
Oibe LOr N ion
Natural Gas Price LNGP M()(;;hly ;ﬁig;gﬁ;:iﬁx)

Chart 1 shows the monthly prices of oil and natural gas prices in US Dollars
($) for the period 2010 M1-2022M4. It is observed that fluctuations in
natural gas prices fluctuate every year, with a minimum level between 2015
and 2016 and a maximum level in 2021 and 2022. As for oil prices, the
price movements between 2010 and 2014 have been declining after 2014.
While oil prices were at a minimum level between 2019 and 2020, they rose
rapidly from the second half of 2020 and reached a maximum level in 2022.
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Graph 1. Oil and natural gas prices (2010-2022 /Monthly)
(Energy Information Administration (EIA))

Table 3, which includes descriptive statistics, presents the means, standard
errors, skewness and kurtosis coefficients of the data. Skewness and kurtosis
coefficients are used to test the normal distribution of the data. The skewness
coeflicient is 0 in a normal distribution. A negative skewness coefficient
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indicates a right-skewed distribution, while a positive skewness coefficient
indicates a left-skewed distribution. Kurtosis coefficient also takes the
value 0 in a normal distribution. A positive kurtosis coefficient indicates a
pointed distribution, while a negative kurtosis coefficient indicates a skewed
distribution.

Table 3 shows that the skewness coefficient of world oil prices (LOP) is —
0.632 during the analysis period. This coefficient indicates that world oil
prices are skewed to the right. The fact that the kurtosis coefficient has a
positive value (3.350) indicates that this data has a pointed distribution.
When the skewness and kurtosis coefficients of world natural gas prices
(LNGP) are analyzed, it is observed that both of them have positive values
and have a leftward skewed distribution. The skewness coeflicients of the
consumer price indices (LCPI) of the countries have positive values except
for Kyrgyzstan (-0.303). These coefficient values mean that the CPI is right
skewed in Kyrgyzstan and left skewed in other countries. The kurtosis
coefficients of the CPI have a positive and pointed distribution in all
countries. The coefhicients of the real effective exchange rate (LREER) are
positive and left-skewed in Kazakhstan, but negative and right-skewed in
other countries. In terms of kurtosis coefficients, the real effective exchange
rate has a positive value and a pointed distribution in all countries.

Table 3

Descriptive Statistics

LCPI LNGP Lor LREER

Mean 4.876 2.128 4.191 4.755
Std. Dev. 0.189 0.105 0.352 0.148
Azerbaijan Skewness 0.164 0.244 -0.632 -0.058
Kurtosis 1.576 2.266 3.350 1.643

Observations 148 148 148 148
Mean 4.191 2.128 4.191 4.460
Std. Dev. 0.258 0.105 0.352 0.155
Kazakhstan Skewness 0.022 0.244 -0.632 0.236
Kurtosis 1.685 2.266 3.350 1.359

Observations 148 148 148 148
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Mean 4.083 2.128 4.191 4.141
Std. Dev. 0.406 0.105 0.352 0.413
Uzbekistan Skewness 0.109 0.244 -0.632 -0.431
Kurtosis 1.848 2.266 3.350 1.326
Observations 148 148 148 148
Mean 4.569 2.128 4.191 4.638
Std. Dev. 0.172 0.105 0.352 0.041
Kyrgyzstan Skewness -0.303 0.244 -0.632 -0.312
Kurtosis 2.838 2.266 3.350 2.946
Observations 148 148 148 148
Mean 5.695 2.128 4.191 4.304
Std. Dev. 0.391 0.105 0.352 0.228
Tiirkiye Skewness 0.630 0.244 -0.632 -0.712
Kurtosis 2.622 2.266 3.350 2.369
Observations 148 148 148 148

Empirical Findings

Before proceeding to the causality analysis results, the Toda-Yamamoto
approach requires the determination of the maximum degree of integration
(unit root) of the variables used in the VAR model. To this end, Extended
Dickey-Fuller (Dickey and Fuller), Phillips and Perron and KPSS tests
(Kwiatkowski et.al) were applied. According to the unit root test results
reported in Table 4, the series satisfy the stationarity condition when the first
differences are taken. In this context, the maximum degree of integration
(dmax) of the variables is set as 1. Table 5 presents the results from causality
tests. We should note that the Toda and Yamamoto and the Fourier Toda
& Yamamoto are line with each other, and hence they imply the same
causal dynamics with a very few exceptions. Thereby, we can interpret this
empirical evidence supporting that causal linkages are robust to smooth
structural changes. To facilitate comprehensibility, the findings for each
country are summarized in figures. In addition, impulse-response functions
and variance decomposition results are also discussed after the causality
analysis.
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’ § .- -
= P = 2§ 2T § g B
O > = E g = E
[
CPI 2703 2.691 2581 -3.420
app  REER 0304 2816 91867 91957
NGP  -3324"  -3.154  -7.684"  -8.218"
op 1928 -1.824  -9.5127  -9.527"
CPI 4.034 4309  -4.945" 5782
.é% op REER 0310 2668 88417 -9.195
= NGP  -2.420  -1.664  -8.031"  -7.909""
or 1923 -1.843  -8.926  -8.962"
CPI 1.424 0.350 0.692 0.161
REER 1335 0.308 0217 0.069
KPSS
NGP 0.323 0.194 0.153 0.028
oP 0.677 0.153 0.150 0.092
CPI 0.215 2489 64717 -6.506"
app  REER  -L800 2108 83637 8344
NGP  -3324" 3154  -7.684"  -8.218"
oP 1928 -1.824 95127 -9.527"
. CPI 0.368 1.806  -63917 6412
E% op REER  -1.340  -1.525  -7.902"  -7.864™"
g NGP  -2420  -1.664  -8.031"  -7.909™
< oP 1923 -1.843  -8.926  -8.962"
CPI 1.429 0.162 0.116 0.059
REER  0.809 0.183 0.160 0.145
KPSS
NGP 0.323 0.194 0.153 0.028
op 0.677 0.153 0.150 0.092
76



e Batmaz, Dynamic Interrelationships among Enerqy Prices, Exchange Rates, and Inflation: b l [ lg

An Empirical Analysis for the Turkic Republics » WINTER 20251550 112
CPI 0.681 2723 59897 -6.045"
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oP 1928 -1.824 95127 -9.527"
- CPI 0.687  -2014  -59677  -6.015"
g o REER 1459 2836 84817 8446
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~ opP 1923 -1.843 8926  -8.962
CPl 1.455 0.123 0.114 0.060
REER  1.151 0.121 0.057 0.055
KPSS
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Cpl 0.155  -2.031  -7.050"  -7.034"
app | REER 0703 <1658 -10.2537 102177
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OP 1928 -1.824 9512 -9.527"
; CpI 0235  -1.818  -5.832"  -5.815"
;% pp  REER 0825 -1916  -102497 -10213”
2 NGP 2420  -1.664  -8.031"  -7.909"
= OP 1923 -1.843 89267  -8.962
CPI 1.441 0.248 0.098 0.074
REER  1.208 0.155 0.090 0.087
KPSS
NGP 0323 0.194 0.153 0.028
OP 0.677 0.153 0.150 0.092
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CPI  -0.199 2015  -5839"  -5794"
wop | REER 33017 3442 114847 -11.396”
NGP  -3324"  -3.154°  -7.684™  -8.218"
OP  -1.928  -1.824 9512 9527
. CPI 0875 2282  -6.041"  -5.996"
%ﬁ op  REER 32707 34427 -1L4107 -113117
g NGP 2420  -1.664  -8.031"  -7.909"
~ oP 1923 -1.843  -8.926"  -8.962"

CrI 1377 0.201 0205 0.196

REER 0296 0210 0113 0091

KPSS
NGP 0323 019 0153  0.028
oP 0.677 0155 0150  0.092

ADF: Augmented Dickey and Fuller unit root test. PP: Phillips and Perron unit root test.
KPSS: Kwiatkowski et al. stationarity test. For ADF test, the optimal lag(s) were determined
by the t-stat significance of the last lagged dependent variable at the 10% significance
level by setting the maximum number of lags to 12. For PP and KPSS tests, the HAC
(heteroscedasticity and auto-correlation consistent) long-run variance was estimated by
Bartlett kernel with the Newey-West automatic bandwidth selection. The ADF and PP
critical values are 3.434 (1%), 2.863 (5%), and 2.568 (10%) for the model with intercept;
3.963 (1%), 3.413 (5%), and 3.128 (10%) for the model with intercept and trend. The
KPSS critical values are 0.739(1%), 0.463 (5%), and 0.347 (10%) for the model with
intercept; 0.216(1%), 0.146 (5%), and 0.119 (10%) for the model with intercept. ***(1%),

**(5%),%(10%).

78



e Batmaz, Dynamic Interrelationships among Enerqy Prices, Exchange Rates, and Inflation:
An Empirical Analysis for the Turkic Republics

Table 5

Results from Causality Tests

bilig

WINTER 2025/ISSUE 112

Dependent variable

gi“aim CPI REER NGP oP
CpI 27.2487[0.0006] 10.438[0.2356]  9.375[0.3116]
£ REER 35.705"(0.0000] 2.258[0.9720] 12.423(0.1333]
£ NGP 15.5327[0.0496)  8.533[0.3832] 11.531[0.1734]
OP 3.058(0.9306]  5.733[0.6771] 16.897°[0.0312]
. CoI 24.4357[0.0110] 32.764[0.0006] 12.485[0.3283]
:§ REER  15.294[0.1694] 12.338[0.3387]  7.811[0.7301]
§ NGP 27.777°[0.0035] 18.391°(0.0729] 15.328[0.1680]
= op 8.848[0.6358]  8.754[0.6445] 28.306"[0.0029]
s CPl 6.751[0.5636] 16.5707[0.0349]  9.616[0.2930]
£ REER 3180470.0001] 10.782(0.2143]  4.605(0.7988]
S NGP  16772°(0.0326]  6.698[0.5695] 12.622[0.1255]
~ op 9.612[0.2933]  5.423[0.7115] 20.994"[0.0072]
. CPI 2.017[0.5687]  6.058[0.1088]  1.064[0.7856]
._;:«‘f REER 17.281°0.0006] 4.009[0.2604]  0.736[0.8646]
£ NGP 1273470.0052]  2.864[0.4130] 4.829[0.1847]
2 op 0.397[0.9408]  1.957[0.5813]  4.598[0.2036]
. CPI 12.487[0.1308] 14.941°70.0603]  2.362[0.9678]
Z REER  6.940[0.5431] 7.247[0.5101]  14.284[0.0747]
% NGP  16.105°[0.0409] 11.126[0.1946] 6.734[0.5656]
“ op 9.608[0.2936] 10.521[0.2303] 16.565°[0.0350]
Fourier Toda & Yamamoto
CPI 36.2257[0.0000] 13.041[0.1104] 11.244[0.1882]
£ REER 32.670"[0.0001] 4.241[0.8347] 11.712[0.1645]
S NGP  5849[0.6640] 7.147[0.5208] 13.916**[0.0840)]
OP 6.392[0.6033]  8.961[0.3456] 31.208"°[0.0001]
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. CPI 26.831"[0.0049] 26.427°°[0.0056]  13.799[0.2443]
% REER  16.975[0.1086] 8.486[0.6692]  8.934[0.6279]
@ NGP  29.3757[0.0020] 21.0317[0.0330] 14.809[0.1914]
< or 10.093[0.5220]  8.746[0.6453] 18.4127[0.0725]

g CII 7.879[0.4454]  9.326[0.3155]  7.481[0.4857]
_Z; REER 37.3697[0.0000] 4.899[0.7682]  3.881[0.8677]
fé; NGP  10.337[0.2422]  8.472[0.3887] 14.283(0.0747]
o or 12.747[0.1208]  5.631[0.6884] 26.008™°[0.0010]

- CPI 1.688[0.6395]  2.389[0.4955]  1.199[0.7531]
;23 REER 11.599[0.0089] 1.949[0.5829]  0.220[0.9743]
£ NGP  9.5757[0.0225]  5.948[0.1142] 5.348(0.1847]
2 op 0.311[0.9578]  4.084[0.2524] 9.929%[0.0192]

- CPI 11.409[0.1796] 14.719*[0.0648]  2.492[0.9621]
% REER 7.182[0.5171] 10.892[0.2079] 12.371[0.1354]
:E’ NGP 15.7497[0.0461] 13.8857[0.0848] 6.868[0.5508]

or 11.803[0.1602] 13.912°[0.0841] 28.1997[0.0004]

The optimal lags (p), which ensure no-serial correlation problem, were determined by
general-to-specific approach by starting from 12 lags. The optimal Fourier frequency was
determined by Schwarz information criterion by starting from 3 frequency. The p-values
in parentheses are based on the asymptotic chi-square distribution. VAR(p+d) models were
estimated with d equal to 1. VAR models include world NGP and OP; and the respective
country CPI and REER. p-value<=0.1 (10%), 0.05 (5%), and 0.01(1%).

Tirkiye

According to the results of the Toda-Yamamoto causality test applied to
reveal the relationship between EP, ER and the CPI, a bidirectional causality
relationship is found between the CPI and the REER in Tiirkiye. On the
other hand, there is a unidirectional causality relationship from OP to NGD,
while a unidirectional causality relationship is observed from NGP to the
CPI. As a result of the analysis, no causality relationship was found between
OP and the CPI in Tirkiye. This result reveals that fluctuations in NGP
have an effect on the CPI in Tiirkiye, but this is not the case for fluctuations

in OP.
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Figure 1. Causality, Impulse-Response Functions and Variance
Decomposition (Tiirkiye)

According to the impulse response functions and variance decomposition
in Figure 1, the REER, oil and natural gas prices have no effect on the CPI
in Tiirkiye in the first month of the year. The REER, which starts to show
its effect as of the second month of the year, makes its maximum effect felt
in the 3rd and 4th months and continues to affect the CPI in the remaining
periods of the year. NGP, on the other hand, have an effect on the CPI
starting from the 3rd month and continue to have an increasing effect until
the end of the year. In Tiirkiye, oil-natural gas prices and the CPI have an
impact on the REER in every month of the year. The effect of the CPI
increases from the 5th month onwards and is maximized in the last month
of the year.

Among energy sources, fossil energy sources are the most in demand. The
distribution of non-renewable energy resources on earth is unbalanced.
For this reason, energy-dependent countries like Tirkiye have to meet
their energy needs through imports. Tiirkiye’s rapidly developing industrial
sector causes country’s energy need to increase day by day. The energy input
used by Tiirkiye is largely composed of fossil resources. Since Tiirkiye is
foreign dependent in terms of fossil energy resources, it has to meet this
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need through imports. Tiirkiye’s energy imports are as high as 75% (Uysal
et al. 64).

From a microeconomic perspective, fluctuations in the energy market cause
an increase in production costs in energy importing countries (Ozdemir
and Yiiksel 2). Since energy imports are denominated in foreign currency,
exchange rate fluctuations also affect the course of economic activities.
Therefore, reduction of exchange rate fluctuations and stability in the foreign
exchange market are important for energy importing countries (Duygulu
108-109). In economies like Tiirkiye, where imports of raw materials and
intermediate goods are high, savings are insufficient, and external deficits
are constantly being run, exchange rate stability increases its importance
since exchange rate affects both input costs and the pace of development
(Baum et al. 3).

Turkiye is approximately 85% dependent on foreign oil and 90%
dependent on natural gas. Especially in the industrial sector, crude oil is
used as the main input. A wide range of products are produced from oil
derivatives. Therefore, an increase in OP increases domestic demand for
foreign exchange and pressurizes ER upwards. For this reason, the domestic
inflation rate also increases. The pass-through effect of the exchange rate on
domestic prices can occur through different paths. This pass-through can
be through the prices of imported consumption goods, capital goods and
imported inputs, as well as through the prices of domestic goods/services
denominated in foreign currency (Ozdamar 67-69).

Azerbaijan

According to the causality test results for Azerbaijan, there is a unidirectional
causality relationship from OP to NGP. There is also a unidirectional
causality relationship between NGP and CPI and REER. In Azerbaijan,
where there is a unidirectional causality relationship from the CPI to the
REER, there is no bidirectional causality relationship between the variables.
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Figure 2. Causality, Impulse-Response Functions and Variance
Decomposition (Azerbaijan)

In Azerbaijan, the effect of OP on the CPI starts to show its effect from the
2nd month of the year and this effect continues until the end of the year.
NGP start to have an effect on the CPI as of the 4th month and this effect
increases and continues until the end of the year. Especially in the last 5
months of the year, the effect of NGP on the CPI increases. The effect of the
REER on the CPI starts from the 5th month and this effect is maximum in
the last 3 months of the year. The effect of the CPI and OP on the REER in
Azerbaijan is observed in every month of the year.

The course of the energy market shapes the economic dynamics of all
countries, both energy exporters and energy importers. Since Azerbaijan
is an energy exporter, its economy is also affected by fluctuations in energy
prices. The supply and demand balance required for price formation in
the commodity market works differently for the fossil energy market. The
reason for this difference is that the supply of this type of energy is scarce
and non-renewable. The lack of a substitute for these resources increases the
importance of fossil energy and the price to be formed in the energy market

(Akhundzada 3).
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The dependence of the Azerbaijani economy on oil increases the importance
of fluctuations in EP in terms of economic performance. In the Azerbaijani
economy, transfer expenditures account for 98% of the budget allocated for
the fund. The production and control of crude oil in Azerbaijan is provided
by the State Oil Company (SOCAR) and Azerbaijan International Oil
Company (AIOC) (Guliyev 1-4).

In the fall of 2014, falling oil prices in the global markets led to a fall in the
value of the manat. Azerbaijans currency, the manat, depreciated by 33.86%
against foreign currencies. Against the US dollar, the rate of the manat
went from 0.78 to 1.05 (Akhundzada 6). Depreciation of the currency can
be beneficial for exports, as it makes prices more attractive for the local
economy than abroad. However, this may have different consequences for
countries with a low variety of exported goods. When considered together
with import dependency, this situation makes inflation a chronic problem
for the country’s economy.

Azerbaijan’s economy has faced various macroeconomic problems due to
falling oil prices. The decline in revenues from the energy sector, which
is one of the main export items, has led to problems such as balance of
payments deficits, currency depreciation and rising inflation in Azerbaijan.

Kazakhstan

According to the causality test results for Kazakhstan, there is a unidirectional
causality relationship from the REER to the CPI and from OP to NGP. The
causality relationship between NGP and the CPI is bidirectional.
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Decomposition (Kazakhstan)

In the first month of the year, there is no effect on the CPI in Kazakhstan
economy in terms of variables. The REER, on the other hand, starts to
show its effect as of the second month of the year and has a significant effect
on the CPI until the end of the year. When the effects on the REER are
analyzed, it is seen that the effect of all variables included in the analysis is
very small, while the effect of NGP and the CPI is higher.

Kazakhstan is one of the world’s leading geographies with proven oil
reserves. According to British Petrolium reports, Kazakhstan ranks 12th
in the world with 1.8% of the world’s oil reserves in 2016. (BP, 12) Oil
regions cover more than half of Kazakhstan’s territory (1.7 million km2 out
of 2.7 million km2) (Babak 51-52). Kazakhstan’s oil sector consists of more
than 250 oil deposits, with major oil deposits located mainly in Western
Kazakhstan (Karenov 7). Approximately 88% of the exploitation of oil
reserves is distributed among large companies. Among these companies,
North Caspian Operating Company holds 45% and Tengizchevroil 25%
(Dzhantureeva 20).

The state of Kazakhstan has been implementing strategic policies to ensure
that domestic companies have a say in the extraction of crude oil in the
country instead of foreign companies. The most important of these was
the establishment of “KazMunaiGaz” in 2002. This completely domestic
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company represents Kazakhstan’s interests in the oil and gas industry
(Olmezogullart 680).

The fact that Kazakhstan’s exports are mostly dependent on raw materials
brings along the problem of macroeconomic instability. Increases in world
oil prices positively affect the dynamics of Kazakhstan’s economy by
increasing the country’s oil production and investment activities. At the
same time, the increase in oil prices strengthens the real exchange rate of
the national currency, which negatively affects the situation of domestic
exporters. A decline in world oil prices almost inevitably leads to a decrease
in real GDP and investment (Statistical Committee of Kazakhstan 2017).

The fall in oil prices led to the collapse of the tenge exchange rate, an export
crisis and a sharp decline in the balance of payments of the Kazakhstan
economy. Thisisbecause Kazakhstan’s prosperity is based on the revenues from
crude oil exports (Musin 236-240). In 2003, the Kazakhstan government
started to implement the industrial development and innovation strategy in
order to reduce dependence on oil and ensure the development of non-oil
sectors. However, Kazakhstan has two main disadvantages that are extremely
difficult to overcome. These are the distance from international markets
and the small size of the domestic market. Remoteness from international
markets has the effect of increasing the transportation costs of non-oil goods,
while the small population has the effect of shrinking the domestic market.
The small size of the domestic market is a factor that prevents the increase in
direct investments in non-oil sectors (Brauer 193). The orientation of direct
investments towards the oil sector is of great importance as a determining
factor in the increase in the rate of oil production (Stiglitz, Esitsizligin Bedeli

14).
Uzbekistan

According to the results of causality tests for Uzbekistan, a unidirectional
causality relationship was found from the REER to the CPI and from NGP
to the CPI. There is no bidirectional causality relationship between the
variables.
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Figure 4. Causality, Impulse-Response Functions and Variance
Decomposition (Uzbekistan)

In Uzbekistan, no variable has no effect on CPI in the first month of the
year. However, NGP and the REER, which start to have an impact especially
in the second and fourth months, continue to affect the CPI until the end of

the year. The REER is only slightly affected by the CPI and OP.

Uzbekistan is the most populous country among the CIS countries
(Amanov 69). Uzbekistan’s economy is largely based on agriculture. Cotton
production constitutes a large part of agricultural production. Uzbekistan
is the second largest cotton exporter country after the USA (Kalyoncu
and Amanov 45). Uzbekistan has a high potential in terms of natural
resources and energy as well as in the agricultural sector. After gaining its
independence, Uzbekistan has been implementing socioeconomic reforms
to achieve energy independence. In this regard, the government supports
the oil and gas industry and increases the production of liquid hydrocarbons
in the country (Ibpus 42). In order to increase the efficiency of the gas and
oil industry in Uzbekistan, Uzbekneftegaz was established, the Kokdumalak
oil condensate field was opened, the Bukhara refinery was established, and
a number of projects such as the Mubarek Natural Gas Refinery were
completed (Suvanova et al. 262).
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The declining level of oil production in Uzbekistan is due to the relatively
low level of investment in this sector and the use of outdated technologies in
production (Bridgman et al. 1373). In addition, Uzbekistan’s only domestic
crude oil pipeline connects the Fergana and Alty-Aryk refineries. Uzbekistan
has almost no international oil pipeline infrastructure, except for a pipeline
connecting the Shymkent refinery in Kazakhstan to the Chardzhou refinery
in northeastern Turkmenistan. Declines in oil production have led the
Uzbekistan government away from an inward-looking energy policy that
encourages self-sufficiency and subsidized domestic market prices (Suvanova

et al. 265).

As Uzbekistan is a net exporter of natural gas and refined petroleum
products, it has also been affected by significant declines in energy prices. In
1998, the government of Uzbekistan was forced to control the exchange rate
and national currency prices of these important export commodities, which
suffered from a lack of international price-competitiveness. Therefore, export
tariffs for all types of goods and services were abolished as of November
1, 1997. This policy change is consistent with the government’s objective
of further liberalization of foreign economic activity. However, this policy
change was found to have no effect on non-exporting domestic producers

(Ganikhodjaev 207).
Kyrgyzstan

According to the findings of the causality test for Kyrgyzstan, there is a
unidirectional causality from OP to NGP and a bidirectional causality
between the CPI and NGP.
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Figure 5. Causality, Impulse-Response Functions and Variance
Decomposition (Kyrgyzstan)

In Kyrgyzstan, there is no effect on the CPI in the first month of the year.
OP and the REER and OP, which start to have an impact as of the 3rd
month of the year, make their impact felt until the end of the year. The
effect of oil and natural gas prices on the CPI is felt more than the effect
of the REER until the end of the year. The REER, on the other hand, has
been under the influence of OP and the CPI especially since the 4th month
of the year.

Although the economy of Kyrgyzstan has a mountainous terrain, the
economy is based on livestock, agriculture, and forestry sectors (Cetin and
Seviitekin 3). The top economic priorities after gaining independence were
to reverse the rapid economic contraction process that started after the
dissolution of the union and to reduce the high inflation caused by price

liberalization (Saketaeva 59).

In the first period of independence, Kyrgyzstan experienced a halving of
GDP. During this transition period, privatizations were made and the state
partially relinquished its control over the economy. However, a strong and
systematic economic mechanism could not be established, and economic
thinking could not be fully adapted to the market economy. Kyrgyzstan
adopted “open growth” as its post-independence economic policy. Its
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accession to the WTO in 1998, the first among the Central Asian states,
is one of the proofs of this. Due to the open growth strategy, the country’s
import dependency started to increase (Ganiev and Damira 18). Within
five years of Kyrgyzstan’s independence, its output has doubled, and the
inflation rate has reached hyperinflation levels. Therefore, tight monetary
and fiscal policies have started to be implemented in the country to combat
inflation (Cetin and Seviitekin 8-9).

Kyrgyzstan’s economy has not yet achieved the economic diversification
to realize a stable and long-term recovery. Except for the gold sector, only
textile and garment production is realized, and industry is very limited
outside these sectors (DEIK 9). Gold production is also important in the
country, and the KUMTOR gold mine accounts for the majority of the
revenues from this sector (DEIK 7).

Kyrgyzstan’s reliance on KUMTOR, which has been driving GDP growth
in recent years, stands as one of the biggest obstacles to the country’s
development (Sakataeva 128). The energy sector, which is the second sector
in the country where foreign aid/foreign financing is channeled the most,
has not been updated in 20 years except for the renewal and modernization
of the existing energy system. Kyrgyzstan imports most of its oil needs. This
situation leads to an increase in the external deficits of the Kyrgyz economy,
which has very little production (Cusup et al. 51).

An overall assessment of the situation in Kyrgyzstan suggests that Kyrgyzstan’s
transition to a free-market economy was a step in the right direction, but
this step alone is not sufficient for economic growth and development. The
dependence of growth on demand from close neighbors, the vulnerability
of the economy to external shocks, high inflation triggered by the increase
in food and oil prices, the decrease in food and electricity production due to
drought, energy restrictions have increased the negative effects of crises on
the country’s economy (Karluk 12-13).

Conclusion

The external dependence on energy seen in many developing countries
is also valid for the Eurasian geography. Fluctuations in energy prices
increase production costs in the short run and cause inflation in the
long run. The resulting contraction in consumer demand, coupled with
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cost inflation, reduces the amount of production in these countries. This
situation prevents the GDP in these countries from reaching the desired
level. A prominent feature of developing countries is inadequate capital.
Most of this capital is used to cover energy costs. Due to insufficient capital,
exchange rate fluctuations increase in these economies that need foreign
investments. According to the results of the analysis, the effect of exchange
rate on inflation is felt more intensely in Tiirkiye and Kazakhstan compared
to other countries.

The Eurasian geography is more affected by volatile market conditions
because it has a developing economy and is an energy importer (Demir 33).
Exchange rate and energy market fluctuations are important macroeconomic
factors that rapidly affect domestic market pricing in developing countries.
Developing countries may not be able to escape inflation and exchange rate
pressure unless they take protective measures in the domestic market to
protect themselves from the negative effects of the global economy (Stiglitz,
“Making Naturel Resources” 317-339).

This study analyzes the relationship between ER, EP and inflation for the
economies of Tiirkiye, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan.
According to the findings, there is a causality relationship from EP to
inflation in all selected countries. The effects of external energy dependence
and capital shortages in these countries are manifested in the form of
exchange rate volatility and inflation. These results are instructive for policy
makers in the selected countries.

Due to the nature of social sciences, our study has some scope and limitations
as in every scientific study. First, due to data limitations, we were able to
analyze the period 2010-2022, which covers a common time period for 5
countries. Methodologically, we utilize time series analysis to identify short
— and long-term country-specific dynamics. In addition, linear dynamic
relationships between energy, commodity and exchange rate markets have
been analyzed. It is important to emphasize that such scope and limitations
open the door for future research. In this regard, future studies may use
samples that include more countries and a wider time span, utilize panel
data tools instead of time series analysis, and focus on the detection of
nonlinear asymmetric dynamics instead of linear relationships.

96



e Batmaz, Dynamic Interrelationships among Enerqy Prices, Exchange Rates, and Inflation: b l [ lg
An Empirical Analysis for the Turkic Republics WINTER 2025/ISSUE 112

Conflict of Interest Statement

There is no conflict of interest with any institution or person within the scope of
this study.

Notes

1 The economic structure of the region is heavily concentrated in the energy sector.
It is noted that two important events have had a significant impact on the growing
importance of this region. The first one is the collapse of the Soviet Union,
which led to the end of Soviet domination over the region’s resources. Since their
independence from Russia in the 1990s, Central Asian countries have failed to
achieve the desired level of economic growth and development. However, these
countries have a very important driving force for economic growth, as they have
approximately 4% of the world’s oil reserves and 5% of the world’s natural gas
(Demirtepe 67). The other is the growing importance of the security issue in
energy transit. In fact, the search for alternative energy sources to the increasingly
destabilized Middle East has become more prominent. This has also led to the
acceleration of international investments in new resources in the Eurasian region.
In addition to these two events, the search for new energy reserves has become a
necessity in order to meet the world’s population and the increasing demand for
energy, since oil and natural gas, whose reserves are expected to run out in the
near future, are non-renewable energy resources (Narin 154).

2 These five countries and the time period were chosen based on the data availability
and limitations of the selected countries.

3 To save space, the details of the bootstrap procedure are not provided here. See
(Hatemi-]J.; Balcilar et al., 2010) for details.
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Karmagik uluslararast dinamiklerin damga vurdugu bir ¢agda,
uluslararasi érgiitler icindeki oylama tutarliliginin dlciilmesi,
uluslararas iligkileri anlamak icin 6nemli bir yol tegkil ecmekeedir.
Bu arastirmada, Tiirk Devletleri Teskilact (TDT) iiyeleri
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ile oylama tutarlilig arasinda olumlu bir iligki oldugunu gésteren
sablonlarin ortaya konulmast i¢in itinali bir analiz yapilmaya

calisilmistur.
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Introduction

The United Nations constitutes the preeminent and legitimate global
international organization encompassing 193 member states. Nonetheless,
its inception and continued operation have largely relied upon Western
powers, particularly the United States (Acharya and Plesch). Within this
framework, UNGA occupies a unique position among the six primary
organs of the UN.! It serves as the singular institution among the sextet
that encompasses representatives from all member states, upholding
their sovereign equality and providing each entity with an individual
vote, independent of military strength, economic resources, population
size, territorial breadth, or any other factor (Peterson 1). UNGA can be
likened to a legislative body; however, it convenes annually to scrutinize
an extensive agenda. At the conclusion of each yearly session, it ratifies
resolutions and conclusions pertinent to each agenda item. Although certain
resolutions may merely pertain to procedural matters, numerous others
hold considerable significance; indeed, they may be deemed historic due
to the events they instigated or because they signified pivotal moments in
the sphere of international relations (Marin-Bosch). The diverse assortment
of issues captured within the voting behavior of a state typically reveals its
political stance, the alliances it subscribes to, and the rationale that informs

such alliances (Khan).

The analysis of whether sovereign entities implement a cohesive and
coordinated strategy in their voting behavior within an international
organization or forum is indeed vital. Given the increasingly interconnected
and interdependent nature of international relations, numerous
international institutions today highlight the essential importance of unity.
Concerning regional organizations, a unified approach in diplomatic
initiatives not only amplifies the collective voice of the member states
but also enhances the effectiveness of their joint policy statements. Using
the Organization of Turkic States as a case study, our research tackles this
important issue. The questions steering our research include: How does the
degree of institutionalization among the members of OTS relate to their
voting cohesion at the UNGA? What significant issues are indicative of the
voting alignment among OTS members? In what ways do these alignments
develop?
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Our research hypothesis indicates a positive correlation between the level
of institutionalization among OTS member countries and their voting
cohesion at the UNGA. The article explores this correlation starting from
2009. The findings could deepen our understanding of voting behaviors
within OTS and also enrich the broader dialogue regarding the impact of
institutions on state relations. In this context, the study aims to link the
theoretical frameworks of liberal institutionalism with empirical analysis,
shedding light on the evolving connection between institutionalization and
foreign policy coherence within the complex realm of global governance.
International organizations develop their own identities, bureaucracies,
missions, and ethical principles. As the bureaucracy progresses, the
international organization can make increasingly informed decisions. This
rationality further enables member states to cooperate in setting shared goals
(Barnett and Finnemore, The Power of Liberal International Organizations

163-164).

The subsequent sections outline the complete framework of our research
initiative, each acting as a phase in understanding the intricacies of the
connection between OTS’ institutionalization and voting unity at UNGA.
We commence with a theoretical foundation and a concise literature overview
before exploring a variety of research, hypotheses, and academic discussions
that depict the environment of regional organizations, institutionalization,
and voting tendencies within the UNGA setting. With this context
established, we provide a detailed examination of the OTS, emphasizing
its institutional development. The ensuing materials and methods section
meticulously outlines our procedures for data collection, processing, and
analysis. The results are examined in the results and discussion sections,
culminating in a definitive synthesis in the conclusion.

Theoretical Background and a Brief Literature Review

There is a growing body of scholarly inquiry dedicated to the examination
of voting behaviors within the UNGA (Bailey et al.; Kim and Russett;
Voeten, “Data and Analyses of Voting”; Voeten, “Clashes in the Assembly”;
Voeten et al.). For instance, the connection between regime type, leader
characteristics, and voting behavior in the UNGA has been examined
(Dreher and Jensen). Additionally, some studies have investigated how
major global powers attempt to secure votes in the UNGA by providing
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aid (Wang; Istomin), while others have analyzed how sanctions influence
voting trends (Adhikari et al.). Moreover, ongoing investigations in this area
continue to assess various elements that affect voting patterns at the UNGA,
such as the influence of regional alliances (Panke, “Regional Power”; Panke,
“States”; Ferdinand), economic motivations (Dreher and Sturm), and
shifting geopolitical landscapes (Istomin).

Institutionalization and socialization carry considerable theoretical
significance for the theory and practice of international relations. The
emergence of institutional approaches within IR theory can be attributed
to rational choice theory, liberalism, neo-functionalism, and social
constructionism. The term institutionalization describes the process through
which behaviors, like the actions of sovereign states and global rights, become
shaped by commonly accepted rules and norms. Conversely, socialization
denotes the process of integrating states into a particular worldview that
aligns with the goals of other states, which form the foundation of the
global economic and security framework (Risse and Sikkink; Alderson;
Johnston, “Treating International Institutions”). Socialization theory
elucidates international cooperation by concentrating on microprocesses
like persuasion and social influence. Consequently, grasping the roles of
institutionalization and socialization in international relations is essential for
both theoretical exploration and practical policymaking (Risse and Sikkink).
Since the 1960s, we have witnessed the rise of institutional approaches in
International Relations theory (Jonsson et al.), leading to various levels of
inquiry into the implications of institutionalization and socialization for
understanding cooperation within international institutions and prompting
discussions on institutional design and collective action (Johnston,
“Socialization in International Institutions”; Bohmelt and Spilker).

Institutionalization and socialization enhance collaboration through a
variety of mechanisms. Institutions often cultivate shared norms and values
among member states, establishing a foundation for collaboration. The
frequent interactions within institutions build trust among member states,
diminishing the fear of betrayal and promoting cooperation (Hoffman).
Institutions offer frameworks for the peaceful resolution of disputes and
conflicts, lowering the chances of conflicts escalating into confrontations
(Mitchell). Institutions encourage the flow of information, aiding member
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states in making well-informed decisions and coordinating their actions.
Consequently, institutions can help minimize transaction costs related
to negotiations and cooperation, streamlining the process for states to
collaborate effectively (Keohane and Martin; Axelrod and Keohane).
Socialization within institutions can apply peer pressure on states to adhere
to established norms and rules, fostering compliance (Goodman and Jinks).
These represent merely a few of the mechanisms thoroughly examined in
theoretical contexts, emphasizing how institutionalization and socialization
are vital in fostering cooperation and stability in international relations.

The empirical research indicates that the effectiveness of their collective action
within international organizations (IOs) relies on their skill in formulating
collective stances that cover a wide array of issues (Barnett and Finnemore,
The Power of Liberal International Organizations; Abbott and Snidal). As we
examine the voting behaviors in the UNGA, it becomes clear that the votes
cast there carry implications that extend beyond a simple count of preferences
(Seabra and Mesquita). They act as a subtle reflection of international
relations, where geopolitical alliances, common interests, and diplomatic
factors converge to influence the trajectory of collective action. Consequently,
scholarly discussions have acknowledged UNGA votes as authentic indicators
of solidarity within and among diverse groups of states (Burmester and
Jankowski, “The Unsolved Puzzle”; Hooijmaaijers and Keukeleire).

In this regard, regional organizations exhibit a tendency to harmonize
their voting positions within the UNGA, as highlighted by existing studies
(Burmester and Jankowski, “Comparing Regional Organizations”). The
analysis reveals that the European Union (EU) stands out as a notable
exception among regional organizations, demonstrating a unique and
cohesive presence within the UNGA (Kissack). However, this situation takes
on a different perspective when analyzing the voting behaviors of states that
hold seats on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in comparison
to their regional peers (Lai and Lefler). These findings collectively emphasize
the potential for regional organizations to align their members voting
preferences within the UNGA, although this is dependent on the particular
organization and contextual intricacies (Van Langenhove et al.).

The study of collective voting dynamics among regional coalitions within
the UNGA has attracted notable interest, investigating several aspects of
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togetherness and agreement. A body of research has examined the attitudes
of members from regional organizations regarding specific issues. For
example, studies have analyzed the voting tendencies of groups such as
the EU and the Arab League during UNGA sessions discussing the Israeli
Palestinian conflict (Mandler and Lutmar). Thorough investigations have
explored the realm of long-term solidarity within regional organizations,
carefully assessing their voting behaviors throughout numerous UNGA
sessions (Hooijmaaijers and Keukeleire 394). Additionally, some research
efforts have sought to evaluate the adherence of regional blocs like the EU,
ASEAN, and BRICS in the UNGA (Gunes and Ozkaleli; Jin and Hosli;
Hooijmaaijers and Keukeleire). This analytical area has examined whether
member states of regional organizations converge around a shared position
on particular issues (Mandler and Lutmar 92).

The domain of voting unity among OTS member states has mostly gone
unexplored within this body of academic literature. Only one research
effort has investigated whether coherence has improved over the years and
which topics have seen greater alignment between 1993 and 2011 (Kaplan
etal.). Recognizing this gap in existing studies, our research aims to examine
the intricate relationship between institutionalization and UNGA voting
patterns among OTS members.

The Evolution of Institutionalization and Foreign Policy Alignment
within the Organization of Turkic States

The Organization of Turkic States (OTS) was established to promote
comprehensive cooperation among Turkic-speaking countries. The foundation
of the OTS was laid with the signing of the Nakhchivan Agreement in
2009, which formally established the organization and outlined its primary
objectives of fostering political, economic, and cultural collaboration.

Establishment and Development of OTS
1. Foundational Period (2009-2012)

o Nakhchivan Agreement (2009): The agreement was signed by
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tiirkiye, establishing the
Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States (Turkic Council),
which later evolved into the OTS (Kocatepe 96-97).
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o Initial Objectives: Focused on enhancing cooperation in political,
economic, cultural, and humanitarian fields, emphasizing shared
linguistic, cultural, and historical ties.

2. Institutional Expansion (2012-2018)

o Development of Institutional Frameworks: During this period, the OTS
developed several key institutions, including the Turkic Academy, the
Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation, and the Turkic Business

Council ($ahin and Argaly).

o Increased Cooperation: Emphasis was placed on joint economic
projects, cultural exchange programs, and educational initiatives to
strengthen the collective identity and collaboration among member
states (Emeklier et al.; Yaldiz; Yesevi).

3. Consolidation and Global Engagement (2018-Present)

o Broader International Role: The OTS has increased its engagement
with other international organizations and states, enhancing its

global visibility and influence (Musabay Baki 39-40).

o Swrategic Partnerships: Focused on strategic issues such as energy
cooperation, transportation corridors, and security collaborations,
reflecting the evolving geopolitical landscape (Kostem 13).

Foreign Policy Alignment

The establishment of the OTS has profoundly influenced the foreign policy
orientation of its member nations. As the organization evolved, it enabled
enhanced coordination and unity in the international stances taken by its
members, especially in multilateral platforms like the UNGA. The common
cultural and historical heritage, along with the formal institutional structures
of the OTS, has cultivated a spirit of solidarity and shared objectives,
resulting in more uniform voting patterns and cooperative foreign policy
approaches among member nations. By exploring the formation and
evolution of the OTS and analyzing its effects on foreign policy alignment,
this research seeks to illuminate the dynamics of regional collaboration and
the significance of institutionalization in shaping international relations
within the Turkic-speaking community.
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Material and Methods
Data

The research exclusively extracted data® associated with resolutions from
the year 2009 onwards, coinciding with the inception of the Organization
of Turkic States. This dataset forms the basis for the subsequent analysis
investigating the potential correlation between the institutionalization of
OTS relations and its impact on voting cohesion within the UNGA. As
such, the dataset encompasses a multitude of variables, each capturing
distinct dimensions of voting behavior and contextual information. To
address the research question concerning the correlation between the
institutionalization of relations and voting cohesion among OTS member
states, the dataset has been filtered to include voting data exclusively from
OTS member countries. Additionally, we have another filtered dataset for
the analysis that focuses on voting behavior with major powers such as the
United States, China, and Russia.?

The utilization of these datasets facilitates a comprehensive investigation
into temporal patterns, issue-specific cohesion, and alignment with major
powers. Through meticulous data exploration and analysis, this study
seeks to unveil potential relationships between the institutionalization of
relations, foreign policy cohesion, and collaborative decision-making within

the framework of the UN General Assembly.
Methods
Temporal Cohesion Analysis

The dataset analyzed in this study comprises voting patterns at the UNGA
from 2009 onwards. This period was selected to provide a comprehensive
overview of the voting behavior of the Organization of Turkic States
members in relation to their institutionalization process. The primary
objective of the Temporal Cohesion Analysis is to assess the voting cohesion
among member states of the Organization of Turkic States over successive
United Nations General Assembly sessions. This analysis will be conducted
by applying the “Agreement Index” (Ali) formula to measure the degree of
voting consensus among OTS member countries on various resolutions.*
The Ali formula, designed to capture voting cohesion within a group, is
expressed as follows:
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Ali = (max (Yi, Ni, Ai) - 1/12(Yi + Ni + Ai - max (Yi, Ni, Ai))) [ (Yi + Ni + Ai)
Where:

- Yi represents the count of “Yes” votes by group i on a given resolution.

- Ni represents the count of “No” votes by group i on the same resolution.

- Ai represents the count of “Abstain” votes by group i on the same resolution.
Y g

- max {Yi, Ni, Ai} denotes the highest count among Yi, Ni, and Ai.

The formula considers the positions of alternatives in individual rankings
and quantifies the agreement level between individual and collective
rankings. As such, this formula quantifies the extent to which OTS member
states align in their voting behavior, assigning a value between 0 (indicating
maximum disagreement) and 1 (indicating complete agreement). The Ali
calculation considers the dominance of the highest vote count and balances
it against the total number of votes cast by the group. The resulting Ali
values will allow for the analysis of voting cohesion trends over time.

Issue-Specific Cobesion Analysis

In tandem with the Temporal Cohesion Analysis, an Issue-Specific Cohesion
Analysis will be conducted to explore whether OTS member countries
exhibit heightened voting cohesion on topics. By leveraging the issue codes
(Palestinian conflict, nuclear weapons, arms control, colonialism, human
rights, and economic development) provided in the dataset’ the percentage
of instances in which OTS members vote collectively on each issue will be
calculated. The comparison of issue-specific cohesion with overall cohesion
will enable the identification of issues that foster stronger consensus among
Organization of Turkic States.

Analyzing Voting Alignment with Non-OTS Countries

The final analytical facet involves scrutinizing the alignment patterns of
OTS member states with major global powers such as the USA, China,
and Russia. The focus will be on calculating the percentage of votes in
which OTS countries align with each of these significant actors on various
resolutions. This analysis will yield insights into the level of agreement or
divergence between OTS and non-OTS countries and provide context for
understanding OTS member states’ broader international alignments.
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Data Analysis Approach

For the Temporal Cohesion Analysis, Ali values will be computed for each
UNGA session, enabling the observation of voting cohesion trends over
the years. The Issue-Specific Cohesion Analysis will involve calculating the
percentage of votes on each issue for which OTS members vote together,
facilitating a comparative assessment with overall cohesion. Finally,
alignment patterns with non-OTS countries will be deduced by calculating
the percentage of shared votes on diverse resolutions.

By employing these three distinct methodologies — Temporal Cohesion
Analysis, Issue-Specific Cohesion Analysis, and Analyzing Voting Alignment
with Non-OTS Countries — this study endeavors to comprehensively
investigate the degree of cohesion among OTS member states in their
UNGA voting behavior. These analyses will provide insights into the
evolution of OTS members’ alignment, potential issue-specific consensus,
and their positioning in the broader international context. The triangulation
of these methodologies will contribute to a nuanced understanding of the
relationship between institutionalization within OTS and its impact on

voting patterns within the UNGA.
Result and Discussion
Temporal Analysis

The examination of temporal patterns in voting behavior holds a significant
place within the realm of international relations research. Voting cohesion,
indicating the alignment of member states’ voting choices on various
resolutions, offers insights into the evolving dynamics of cooperation and
consensus-building within international organizations. In the context of the
Organization of Turkic States, this section investigates the temporal trends
of voting cohesion among its member countries within the United Nations
General Assembly sessions. By tracing voting patterns over different years,
this analysis sheds light on the level of coherence in policy preferences and
the stability of collaborative decision-making among Organization of Turkic
States.

The temporal analysis of voting cohesion within the OTS member states
reveals intriguing insights into their collaborative behavior over time since
2009. The analysis involves calculating the percentage of instances in which
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OTS countries cast congruent votes on UNGA resolutions within each
session. This measure serves as an indicator of the degree to which these
countries vote together, thus reflecting a shared foreign policy approach.

Temporal Voting Cohesion among OTS Member Countries on Differer
0.85
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Data source: Erik Voeten's 'Data and Analyses of Voting in the UN General Assembly'

Figure 1. Temporal Voting Cohesion among OTS Countries

The findings reveal an upward trend in voting cohesion among OTS
countries over the years since 2000. A cohesion threshold of 0.75—where
0 represents the least cohesive and 1 reflects the most cohesive sessions—
has been employed to categorize the sessions. Impressively, 36 sessions
surpass this threshold, signifying a substantial alignment in voting behavior,
while only 13 sessions fall below it. The computed overall average cohesion
for OTS countries’ sessions since 1992 stands at 0.73, underscoring a
noteworthy level of harmony in their voting choices.

Another way to investigate the details of the cohesion over the years is to find
the high and low cohesive sessions. The below table provides such exercise.
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Table 1

High and Low Cohesion Sessions over the years

High Cohesion Sessions

Year Session Mean_Ali
1992 46 1
1993 47 1
1995 49 1
2002 56 1
2013 67 1

Low Cohesion Sessions

Year Session Mean_Ali
1999 53 0.6250000
2000 54 0.6250000
2005 59 0.6250000
2006 60 0.6875000
2007 61 0.6458333
2008 62 0.6125000
2009 63 0.6250000
2010 64 0.5982143

The identification of highly cohesive sessions, such as Session 47 in 1992,
Session 56 in 2002, and Session 67 in 2013, offers intriguing insights into
the cooperative dynamics among OTS member states within the United
Nations General Assembly. These sessions, characterized by significant
voting alignment, may indicate pivotal moments of consensus-building
and concerted diplomatic efforts among OTS countries. The temporal
distribution of these cohesive sessions’ spans across different years, suggesting
that collaborative behavior has manifested consistently over time, despite
contextual changes.

Interestingly, the lowest cohesive sessions, Session 62, 63, and 64, occurring
in 2008-2010, offer an equally significant perspective. The coincidence
of these sessions with the years following the foundation of OTS in 2009
may point to an initial phase of establishing diplomatic coordination
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mechanisms and institutional frameworks. It is plausible that during this
period, the member states were still in the process of institutionalizing
their relationships, harmonizing foreign policy objectives, and aligning
their voting behavior within the UNGA. These lowest cohesive sessions
could indicate challenges that arise when forming a new international
organization. Establishing common ground, coordinating positions, and
fostering trust among member states may have been priorities during these
years. The fact that these sessions occurred shortly after the foundation of
OTS could suggest that the initial phases of any international organization
may witness varying levels of cohesion as mechanisms of cooperation are

solidified.

Overall, the juxtaposition of highly cohesive and lowest cohesive sessions
provides a nuanced understanding of the trajectory of OTS’s diplomatic
coordination. It underscores the evolution of cohesion from formative
stages to more mature diplomatic collaboration, which is likely influenced
by the institutionalization of relationships and the gradual alignment of
foreign policy preferences among member states.

Nonetheless, the observed upward variation in voting cohesion across
the years holds profound implications for comprehending the evolving
collaborative dynamics among OTS member states within the UNGA. The
prevalence of sessions exhibiting high levels of cohesion suggests a robust
consensus-building process, where OTS countries consistently converge
on shared diplomatic directions. This trend may signify the presence of
institutionalized relationships, common foreign policy objectives, or effective
coordination mechanisms among OTS nations. During the 66th session
of the UN General Assembly in 2011, for example, the OTS Council of
Foreign Ministers convened and shared views on session problems (Kaplan
et al. 132). Members of the OTS continue to band together and form a
unified perspective on problems. The cases of Afghanistan and Cyprus are
examples of this. Member states have decided to work together at the UN
on these concerns (Yesevi 16). Following the ninth meeting in Samarkand
in 2022, Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev indicated that a commission
inside the OTS would be established to communicate with the UN on
Afghanistan, and that the OTS will act together on this problem (Basaran).

120



» Salihi, Mehmetcik, Znstitutionalization of Relationship and Voting Cohesion: bil, g
A Case Study of the Organization of Turkic States (075) at the UN General Assembly * WINTER 2025/ISSUE 112

Furthermore, the increase in overall cohesion since 2009 aligns intriguingly
with the hypothesized impact of institutionalization. In the broader context
of international relations theories, the observed temporal patterns could also
resonate with liberal institutionalist perspectives. The cohesive voting behavior
may be indicative of the positive influence of international institutions on state
interactions. This alignment might signify increased coordination, lowered
transaction costs, and enhanced cooperation among OTS countries. This rise
in alignment could be indicative of the strengthening institutional framework
that bolsters collaboration, mitigates uncertainties, and facilitates concerted
decision-making. These observations resonate with the liberal institutionalist
theory, affirming the positive role of institutions in enhancing diplomatic
coordination and reducing friction among member states.

Issue-specific Cohesion Analysis

The issue-specific cohesion analysis reveals insightful patterns in the voting
behavior of OTS member countries across different topics. The distinct
voting tendencies observed can be interpreted in the context of regional
dynamics, foreign policy considerations, and common interests shared

among these nations.
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The higher rate of abstentions for Tiirkiye in human rights and nuclear
weapon-related issues could indicate a nuanced stance on these matters.
Abstentions might reflect Tiirkiye ‘s desire to avoid taking a clear stance
or to express concerns about certain aspects of the resolutions. This could
also be related to Tiirkiye’s foreign policy strategy of maintaining positive
relations with various stakeholders and balancing its priorities.

The higher rate of “no” votes for nuclear weapon-related issues by Uzbekistan
might reflect a strong stance against nuclear proliferation or concerns about
specific resolutions in this domain. This could be indicative of Uzbekistan’s
commitment to global non-proliferation efforts or its security concerns in
the region.

The overall cohesion observed among OTS member countries on various
issues suggests that these nations share common interests and priorities in
their foreign policy decisions. This cohesion could be attributed to shared
cultural, historical, and economic ties among OTS countries. It might
also indicate that these nations have established a level of coordination
and consultation in their international engagement, reflecting their
institutionalized relationship.

It is imperative for member states to share similar normative values to enable
OTS to collaboratively address specific issues. Norms govern appropriate
behaviors within a given identity framework. In this context, it is crucial
for member states of the OTS to establish shared identities and norms, as
this facilitates consistent actions on various matters. When member states
adopt the identity of international organizations, the organization’s norm-
teaching characteristics become evident (Yesevi 12). When understanding
these voting patterns, it is critical to keep the larger geopolitical the
background in mind. Regional dynamics, alliances, economic partnerships,
and historical ties can all have an impact on how these countries vote on
specific issues. Additionally, the investigation should consider the specific
substance of each resolution and the potential ramifications for the different
OTS member countries.

Analyzing Voting Alignment with Non-OTS Countries

The below line plot shows the differences in voting tendencies (percentage
of yes, no, and abstain) between general voting tendencies and OTS
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voting tendencies across UNGA sessions. The red and blue lines represent
differences in no votes and abstain votes, respectively, compared to the
general tendencies.

50%

0% H 17, K: /
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Difference in Percentage

-100%

0 20 40 60
UNGA Session

Figure 3. Differences with other countries

Interpreting the line plot of differences in voting tendencies between general
voting and OTS voting requires an understanding of the implications of
these differences. Here’s how we might interpret different patterns in the
lines:

Lines Below Zero (Negative Differences)

- Red Line (No Votes): When the red line is below zero, it indicates that
OTS countries are generally voting “no” less frequently compared to the
general voting tendencies. This could suggest a higher level of consensus
or alignment among OTS countries on issues where they might have
historically diverged from the general trend.

- Blue Line (Abstain Votes): Similarly, a blue line below zero suggests that
OTS countries are abstaining less frequently compared to the general
trend. This might indicate a stronger stance or willingness to take a clear
position on issues.
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Lines Between 0 and — 50

- Differences in the range of — 50 to 0 might suggest moderate alignment
between OTS countries and general voting tendencies. While they are
not drastically different from the general trend, there could be certain
issues where OTS countries show slightly different voting behaviors.

Opverall, lines below zero suggest alignment or consensus, while lines above
zero suggest divergence or distinct stances. The magnitude of the difference
provides an indication of the extent of this alignment or divergence.
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Figure 4. Alignment with Great powers

The metric denoted as the “Similarity Percentage,” graphically depicted
in the figure above, serves as a quantitative gauge of the nuanced and
intricate alignment present within the voting patterns of each Observer and
Transitional State (OTS) country in relation to the prominent major powers
on the global stage, namely the United States (USA), China, and Russia.
This pivotal percentage affords a profound insight into the extent to which
the respective OTS country’s voting tendencies coalesce with the voting
inclinations of the designated major power. By virtue of this numerical
measure, we are enabled to ascertain the frequency with which these OTS
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countries’ voting choices are consonant with those exercised by the major
power under scrutiny.

In the context of the visual representation, an examination of the discrete
figures corroborates the salient observation that Azerbaijan, as a specific
instance, evinces a conspicuously lower degree of cohesion in its voting
patterns vis-a-vis China, a phenomenon aptly captured by the lower
Similarity Percentage. Conversely, Azerbaijan’s voting cohesion with the
United States emerges as more robust, thereby inferring a higher alignment
with the latter. Additionally, Uzbekistan emerges as a compelling case
wherein itis distinctly characterized by a heightened level of voting coherence
with China, as evidenced by the elevated Similarity Percentage, while
concurrently exhibiting a correspondingly diminished level of concurrence
in voting proclivities with the United States. This pattern underscores the
intricate interplay of divergent geopolitical factors influencing the voting
dynamics of these OTS countries, fostering a more nuanced understanding
of their international alignments and affiliations.

The fact that OTS members are in multiple alliances constitutes the
organization’s most difficult challenge. For a long time, the Central Asian
Turkic States were ruled by the Soviet Union. Following the dissolution
of the Soviet Union, Tiirkiye and the United States attempted to exert
substantial influence in the region. China, on the other hand, has better
commercial relations with the region, owing to the “Belt and Road” project,
a contemporary Silk Road project unveiled in 2013 (Yildirim 29). China
and Russia have larger trade volumes with the region than Tiirkiye and
the US (Demir 53). The member states of the OTS participate in various
alliances for domestic purposes and to maintain the multipolar political
balance of the world. For instance, Tiirkiye has been a NATO member since
1952, whereas Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan belong to the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) (Kocatepe 255-56). Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan,
and Kyrgyzstan are all members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO). All members of the OTS, except Tiirkiye, are also members of
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). Tiirkiye is a member
of the G-20 and Hungary, an observer member of the organization, is a
member of the EU (Demir 54-55). Furthermore, China has launched the
C+C5 program, which involves multifaceted cooperation with the Central
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Asian Turkic States. Uzbekistan looks to be actively seeking commercial
collaboration with China. The partnerships likely influence the OTS

member nations’ foreign policy preferences and alignment.
Conclusion

The Organization of Turkic States has attracted considerable attention in
the realm of Eurasian politics as a significant regional entity. The political
capabilities of this organization are often explored in scholarly discussions.
One key indicator of an organization’s potential is the degree of collaboration
and unity among its members. The foreign policy orientations of member
states serve as a gauge of their cohesion and teamwork. Analyzing member
states’ voting patterns in the UNGA can reveal whether their foreign policies
are aligned. This research aims to assess foreign policy consistency within the
regional organization by investigating the voting behavior of OTS members

in the UNGA.

Robust institutionalization is vital for regional organizations to function
with coherence. The European Union serves as an exemplary case in
this regard. In this context, the study examined whether there exists a
correlation between the level of institutionalization within the OTS and
the consistency of UNGA voting. Since 1992, Turkic States have enhanced
their collaboration and set up institutions to facilitate ongoing cooperation.
The member states gathered under a unified framework and formed a
regional organization through the Nakhchivan Agreement. At its eighth
summit held in Istanbul, the regional organization ratified the “Vision of the
Turkic World 2040” document and updated its objectives. Member states
underscored the importance of foreign policy dialogue and collaboration in
both the Nakhchivan Agreement and the 2040 Vision document that was
adopted during the Istanbul Summit on November 12, 2021. Mechanisms
have been implemented to promote coordination among member states,
and specific goals have been identified for future advancement in this area.

UNGA voting serves as a valuable instrument for assessing foreign policy
coherence. This study explored the impact of institutionalization on UNGA
voting through three research questions: the degree of alignment among
member states in UNGA voting, the alignment of member states on
particular issues, and the alignment of member states with global powers.
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The analysis results indicate that the overall unity among OTS members
has strengthened in recent years, suggesting positive progress toward the
OTS objective of collective action on international platforms. In particular,
there are specific domains where OTS members demonstrate significant
consensus on certain issues, showcasing successful institutionalization and
alignment in their foreign policies.

Nevertheless, the data also reveal particular matters where member states fail
to reach an agreement. This indicates that although the OTS has achieved
notable advancements in promoting cohesion, member states still prioritize
their individual national interests on certain issues. This duality underscores
the intricate nature of regional cooperation, where institutionalization
enhances overall unity but does not completely diminish individual national
considerations.

The process of pursuing shared values, principles, and interests among
member states falls under the responsibility of the Organization’s Secretary
General. The analysis indicates that both the member states and the
organization must intensify their efforts regarding specific issues. The
primary challenge for the organization lies in finding a balance between the
interests of member states and those of global powers.

UNGA votes provide only a glimpse into a state’s foreign policy orientation.
It is crucial to examine other indicators for a comprehensive understanding.
However, UNGA voting also offers the opportunity to analyze a long period
of time and a vast number of sessions. Through the analysis of numerous
sessions over several years, it is possible to achieve consistent outcomes. To
achieve greater cohesion in UNGA voting, it is imperative that Member
States adopt common interests, principles and norms. This is underlined
in the Turkic World 2040 Vision document. It is important to note
that for the member states of the OTS to collaboratively participate on
international platforms, consultation among the member states alone may
be insufficient. Increased cohesion among the societies of the member states
is also necessary. In this sense, the materialization of institutionalization can
be viewed as an extension of the research to be carried out in this domain.
Exploring how institutionalization in an organization contributes to the
establishment of shared principles will enhance the literature and lead to a
deeper understanding of the subject.
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Notes

1 The six principal organs of the United Nations (UN) are the General Assembly,
the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council,
the International Court of Justice, and the UN Secretariat.

2 Erik Voeten compiled the dataset used in this study, which was provided inside a
repository of voting behavior and resolutions made by UN member states. See:
(Voeten et al.).

3 All datasets and codes will be published in a public repository (github or figshare)
in order allow other researchers to verify our findings and build on their work.
This is important for ensuring the quality and integrity of scientific research.

4 For a detaile discussion on the formulation: (Born and Nevison).

5 ME: DPalestinian conflict, NU: nuclear weapons, DI: arms control, CO:
colonialism, HR: human rights, EC: economic development.
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Azerbaycan Tiirk Dram-Operet Kumpanyasinin 1919 yili tiyatro
sezonundaki Istanbul turnesi, bu makalenin arastirma konusunu
olusturmaktadir. Oyuncu kadrosunun aragtirilmasi sonucunda
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Introduction

Istanbul, which has been regarded as the meeting point of civilizations due
to its geographical location, was one of the cultural centres hosting the
development of dramaturgy in Western style at the beginning of the 20
century. Particularly during the period following the II. Constitutional Era
many theatre companies established, and many stages were opened to bring
plays to the audience. Millet, Sharq and Ferah stages at Shehzadebashi,
Kushdili and Apollon stages at Kadikdy, Odeon and Skating stages at
Beyoglu, Meshrutiyet and Istanbul stages at Veznejiler, the Reshadiye stage
at Taksim and others were among the favourite venues of theatre audiences
at the capital (And 130-133). The wars and economic crises experienced
in the last decade of the empire synchronously to the developments in
question had affected negatively dramaturgy as well as on many other areas
of life. Many theatre companies faced financial crises leaving stages idle. The
difficulties that came along during the World War years were also added on
top of the mentioned situation. Even the Darulbedayi, which established
prior to the war with governmental support, encountered many problems
as a result of the country’s entrance in the war and operated erratically (And
128). The reason of the circumstances experienced by the institution in
question was quite clear: its budget was out of money, and it lacked the
sufficient number of stage players (Nutku 515). The state of the Darulbedayi
had become quite complicated during the occupation of Istanbul after the
armistice, and the company had difhiculties throughout the winter season of
1919 in staging plays (Hiiseyin Fahri 2). The Azerbaijani Turkish Drama-
Operetta Company, which is said to have arrived from the Caucasus, swiftly
entered theatre world of Istanbul in an artistic atmosphere, where other
private companies remained incapable in addressing the Turkish audience,
and brought a fresh breath to the theatre audience of the captive city with
its repertoire, which was presented in Azerbaijani Turkish.

If we have to pivot on the association of ideas evoked by the name of the
company, the name of the company in question does not come across
in the institutional history of the Turkish playwriting developed in the
Caucasus. In spite of this, there was a great number of news and reviews
on the announcements published and plays staged by the company in the
leading newspapers of the armistice period Istanbul. Some of the mentioned

135



bili g » Siikiiroglu, Theatrical Guests of the Occupied Capital:
WINTER 2025/ISSUE 112 Istanbul Tour of Azerbaijan Turkish Drama-Operetta Troupe *

journalistic material is present in the first volume of the 7heatrical Yearbook
of Azerbaijan compiled by Gulam Memmedli and published in 1975 (502-
527). A broader version of the same set of materials has been incorporated
to the work, which was published in order to mark the 100" anniversary of
the Republic of Azerbaijan (Siikiirov and Qafarov 465-491). Additionally,
Mustafa Merdanov, who was one of the actors of the touring company,
recorded some noteworthy information on the difficulties faced during the
tour, plays staged and the reaction of the audience (Merdanov 107-117).
Remarkable information is present related to the reason for organizing the
tour, plays staged, and the performances of the players in the published
excerpta of the copy of work Ibrahim Isfahanli, one of the artists of the
company, on the Turkish Theatre of Thbilisi, which is preserved in the
Manuscripts Section of the Georgian State Museum of Theatre, Music, and

Cinema Archives (Catalog 3, Item 15049) (§. Memmedli 54-55).

The Istanbul tour of the theatre company in question is covered to some
extent in several works studying the history of the Azerbaijani theatre history
besides the aforementioned main sources of the subject. For instance, it was
identified in the works of Abbas Hajiyev that the company consisted of the
players of the Turkish Theatre of Tbilisi and the repertoire of the company
and were briefly commented on the stage performances of the players
(Haciyev, Tiflis Edebi Miihiti 178-180; Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 92-
95). Likewise, the information on the origin of the company was confirmed
and compact information on the staged plays for the Istanbul audience was
given by the works of recent theatre historians Inkilab Kerimov and Ilham
Rahimli (Kerimov 256; Rehimli, 7iflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 32-33; Rehimli,
Azerbaycan Teatr Tarixi 229-230). Adilkhan Bayramov drawing attention
to the fact that the company in question staged its plays under the name
of Azerbaijani Drama and Operetta Company, has approached to the
mentioned tour of the company in the context of Ottoman — Azerbaijani
intercultural relations (Bayramov 163, 166). Reshad Qasimov, who has
studied the political history of the era in question, with reference to the
same context, considered the activity of the company as an important tool
of communicating Azerbaijani culture in Tirkiye (Qasimov 199-200).
Vasif Qafarov, one of the contemporary researchers of Azerbaijani history,
has identified that the company was made up of the players of the Turkish
Theatre of Thilisi in addition to making similar ealuations (Qafarov, Birinci
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Diinya Miiharibesi 199-200; Qafarov, “Azerbaycan Ciimhuriyyeti” 50-
51). Ali Asker and Mahire Asker, who consider the art of theatrics as an
important element of intellectual history, have addressed the Istanbul tour
of the company in question as an applied activity of independence stage of

the Azerbaijani intellectual history (Asker and Asker 337-340).

As it is posed by the review of the related literature, despite the Istanbul
tour of the company in question has been pointed out in the works of the
field partially, the matter still has many aspects to be studied and mastered.
First of all, the reason why a company, entirely made up of players of the
Turkish Theatre of Thbilisi, came before the audience of Istanbul with the
label of Azerbaijan. Additionally, it would be helpful to master the degree of
the interest shown by the audience of Istanbul, which was exhausted by the
difficulties of the World War, to a company reported to had arrived from
a sister country. In particular, the latter would be helpful in explaining the
dimensions of the encounter of cultural accumulation, which had germinated
and developed in two different habitats. The element of occupation, which
took place after the armistice concerning the Ottoman fronts of the World
War and psychological situation of the society exhausted by recent wars of
the empire should be taken into consideration as a significant issue in all
assessments to be made. Additionally, matters like the plays performed at
the stages of Istanbul, the performances and the degrees of professionalism
of the players are among the issues that has to be addressed in the perspective
of arts.

The Turkish Theatre of Thilisi

Thbilisi, which was a governmental centre in the provincial organization of
the Tsarist era, had been one of the centres, where Turkish drama in Western
style had emerged. Names like Muhammad Jafar Jafarov, Abdullah Khalilov,
Ibrahim Zeynalov and Shahhuseyin Minasazov were the first amateur artists
of the Turkish theatre company of Tbilisi, who staged the works of Mirza
Fethali Akhundzade, who were writing his plays in Azerbaijani Turkish (S.
Memmedli 43-44). Many difficulties were being faced during the process of
formation of the theatre company. A grave censorship existed on the plays
considered to be staged, the financial sources and the technical equipment of
the company was limited, appropriate stages for theatrics were lacking, the
casting consisted of amateurs and Muslim actresses were almost non-existent
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for female roles (Haciyev, Tiflis Edebi Miihiti 131, 135). Roles were shared
on voluntary basis by teachers and students for the rehearsal of prospective
plays. Initially female roles were acted by males. For instance, the Ziba
khanum role was acted by Abdullah Khalilov and the Peri khanum role by
Eynali Sultanov in the comedy Lenkeran Hani'nin Veziri (The Vizier of the
Lenkaran Khan) of Mirza Fethali Akhundzade, which was staged frequently
(§. Memmedli 44). Turkish-speaking Russian, Armenian, Georgian and
Urum actresses acted female roles after the regional Turkish drama gained
wide currency (Haciyev, Tiflis Edebi Miihiti 132-133). Consequently, in
1880’s most of the female roles in the plays staged at Thbilisi were acted by
Alma Safrazyan, who could speak Azerbaijani Turkish fluently (Rehimli,
Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 4-5).

A visual enrichment took place during the professionalization stage of the
Turkish Theatre of Thilisi. The plays of Nariman Narimanov, Abdurrahim
Hagqverdiyev and Najaf Vazirov were introduced to the audience in
addition to those of Mirza Fethali Akhundzade (Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan
Teatr: 7; Haciyev, Tiflis Edebi Miihiti 131). The expanding repertoire was
followed by diversification of the cast; Eshref Yuzbashizade, Ismail Aliyev,
Kerim Kerimov, Muhammad Ali Sidqi, Aziz Bedelov, Huseyin Childirov,
Huseyinqulu Shabanov, Yunis Narimanov, Qasim Bayramov, Mustafa
Merdanov, Mirseyfeddin Kirmanshahli and others became the new actors
of Thilisi stage (S. Memmedli 45). At the end of the century, under the
leadership of Abdullah Khalilov, Ibrahim Zeynalov and Muhammad
Jafar Jafarov, the Muslim Drama Theatre Company was formed in Thbilisi
(Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 13-14; Haciyev, Tiflis Edebi Miihiti 133).
As it was mentioned, the repertoire of the company, which was advancing in
the course of institutionalization attracted the attention of various classes of
the society, the Musliim women in Tbilisi in particular and women started
to shop up among the audience (Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 18-19).
Many of the female characters in the plays of this period were acted by
non-Muslim actresses like Terlan khanum and Panfilya Tanailidi, who could
speak Azerbaijani Turkish fluently. However, Turkish girls like Gulsabah
khanum in 1908 and and Guvercin khanum (Gevher Ganizade) in 1910,
started to show up on theatre stages (Haciyev, 7iflis Edebi Miihiti 141;
Hacuyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 49; Asker and Asker 330).
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The Turkish players of the Tbilisi stage were conscious of the fact that the
job they were doing was an entertaining school, which was educating and
developing adults and engaged in theatre because of their love to arts. These
noble people had no professional education in the field of drama. Every
one of them had their professions other than drama, which they earned
their livelihoods from. Many of the players were teachers, tailors, bath
attendants, typesetters, clothiers and traders (Serif 153; Haciyev, Tiflis
Edebi Miihiti 147). These altruistic people, who dealt with various lifeworks
in the daytime, came together in the evenings and rehearsed the plays
they were planning to stage. Oddly enough, they lacked rehearsal stages
equipped with sufficient scenery. Every month they were staging one or
two plays in the circumstances of the day. They were usually staging at the
Georgian Proprietors Club, Zubalov Community Centre and Kazyon stages
as they did not have their own playhouse (Serif 153). And sometimes they
were staging at Actors Society, Artsruni, Mir and Aylabar Palace theatres
(Rehimli, Azerbaycan Teatr Tarixi 220-221, 250-251).

Turkish thespians of Thbilisi were organized in two companies by 1911.
The Saadet Company, under the leadership of Eynali Sultanov, consisted of
some 40 gifted players like Shahhuseyin Minasazov, Jahangir Shahtakhtli,
Mirnasreddin  Seyidov, Habib Kerimov, Yahya Muhammadov and
Mirseyfeddin Kirmanshahli. The plays prepared by the Saadet Company,
usually were staged at the Georgian Proprietors Club (Haciyev, 7iflis Edebi
Miihiti 156; S. Memmedli 46). On the other hand, the Muslim Drama
Society was established under the leadership of Mirzali Abbasov and
consisted of players like Mirzakhan Quluyev, Eshref Yuzbashizade, Huseyin
Ahmedov, Kerim Veliyev, Muhammad Taki Aliaskerov, Yunis Narimanov,
Muhammad Ali Sidgi and Kerim Kerimov (Serif 154; S§. Memmedli 46;
Merdanov 23; Kerimov 235). Lofty aims like developing and spreading
the art of drama among Caucasian Turks were the raison d’étre of the
latter company. Plans were made for staging plays regularly at the Zubalov
Community Centre and for organizing tours to the other regions of the
Caucasus with the aim of staging package shows (G. Memmedli 223;
Rehimli, 7iflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 17-18). The society became a member of
the Zubalov Community Centre by considering its scenery and physical
facilities after its official approval on 24 December 1910 (Haciyev, 7iflis
Azerbaycan Teatr: 31; Haciyev, Tiflis Edebi Miihiti 145).
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After the mentioned membership the Turkish drama in Thbilisi gained a fully
equipped stage for the rehearsals and performance of plays. However, the
costs of staging a play at the community centre was very high and this
was reflected on the price of tickets. On the other hand, the venue, where
the plays were staged was a long way of the Muslim neighbourhood of the
city. Attendance to the plays staged by the society was less than expected
due to the mentioned reasons. Accordingly, it was taken into consideration
to transfer the Turkish company of the city to Sheytanbazary, the Muslim
neighbourhood. Primarily a venue in Sheytanbazary was found, suitable
for staging plays, then the venue was renovated donations from the
community. The renovated playhouse of the Muslim neighbourhood as
named Auditorium and was opened on 1 April 1912 with the attendance
of the mayor, the notables and thespians (Serif 155; Kerimov 237; Haciyev,
Tiflis Edebi Miihiti 160-161; Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 58-60). The
Auditorium consisted of a small stage, a large hall and a few rooms (Serif
155). Usually readymade scenes of a room, forest, desert, mountains, see
and a village together with curtains were as scenery for the plays (Serif 166).
After the roles were shared, rehearsals were held at the Auditorium for a
while and the play was submitted to the discretion of the audience after the
play was ready (Serif 155). There was a coffechouse next to the Auditorium.
Newspapers and journals published in Baku and other cities with Azerbaijani
Turkish were present at this coffechouse (Serif 159, 178-179). Artists and
the audience were gathering at this coffeehouse and exchanging ideas on the
plays as well as the issues of the period (Hactyev, 7iflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 62).

The economic crisis of the World War I strained the Turkish company of
Thbilisi. Players facing economic difficulties, mostly took care of themselves
by working at other jobs (Serif 204-205). Few plays were staged during the
years of war due to small number of audience and the activity of the Drama
Society and Auditorium became inactive. After the February Revolution,
the Auditorium was assigned to the Vahshi Firga (Savage Division), which
was the most regular defensive force of the Caucasian Turks (Haciyev, Tiflis
Edebi Miihiti 177; Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 86). A group of thespians
leaded by Eshref Yuzbashizade and Mustafa Merdanov, who struggled to
keep theatrics alive during the years of war and revolution, travelled to Iran
twice and staged plays in Tabriz, Urmia, Marand, Qazvin and Rasht (G.
Memmedli 483-484; Merdanov 87-97; S. Memmedli 53).

140
°



« Siikiiroglu, 7heatrical Guests of the Occupied Capital: bil g
Istanbul Tour of Azerbaijan Turkish Drama-Operetta Troupe © WINTER 2025/ISSUE 112

A significant change took place in the organization of the Turkish Theatre
of Thilisi during the complicated phase after the October Revolution. A
new company was established under the name of /#tihad Dram Cemiyeti
(The Union Drama Society) with the involvement of Hashim Hashimov,
Hasan Kapalov, Mustafa Merdanov, Ali Qurbanov, Muhsin Sanani, Mirzali
Abbasov, Muhammad Agalarov, Yusuf Rzayev, Muhammad Ali Aliyev, Mirza
Mahmud Ahmedov, Ali Bayramov and Ibrahim Isfahanli (G. Memmedli
484; S. Memmedli 51). The Union company advertised in the newspapers
after the formation of the society was completed and encouraged talented
people to join the society (G. Memmedli 494). A second company was
established with the involment of Aliekber Seyfi, Ismail Hakki, Asker
Nakhchivanli, Nadir Ibrahimov, Ismail Ismailov, Ahmet Salahli, Hasan
Sabri, Muhammad Jafarli and Adil Hajizade under the name of Ibret
Dram Cemiyeti after the revival of the social life in Tbilisi (§. Memmedli
52; Rehimli, 7iflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 71). The latter met with the audience
14 times within the first six months of its activation (G. Memmedli 484;
Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 91). As it is seen the Turkish Theatre of
Thbilisi, which had a deep-rooted history, had many talented players prior
to the Istanbul tour and these players were organized as various companies
within the process.

The Istanbul Tour
The players of the Turkish Theatre of Tbilisi decided to travel to the

neighbouring countries to solve the problems faced in the revolutionary
environment. A special company was established by Mirseyfeddin
Kirmanshahli, who was one of the pioneers of this initiative, with the
involvement of Eshref Yuzbashizade, Mustafa Merdanov, Hasan Sabri,
Muhsin Sanani, Terlan khanum, Vera Arsen, Nastya Kaftaradze, Huseyin
Qasimov, Pasha Muhammadov, Abbas Ismailov, Ibrahim Isfahanli and
others (§. Memmedli 55; Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 92). After
the completion of the organization process, the company first arrived in
Batumi. The plays named Nadir Shah, Edirne Fethi, Zoraki Tabib, Peri
Jadu, al-Mansour, Meshedi Ibad ve Arshin Mal Alan were performed during
the short-term tour in Batumi, at the Railroad and Shmayevsky stages
(Merdanov 104-106). However, the tour of the company was interrupted
by the British occupation of Batumi (24 December 1918). The members of
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the company decided to travel to Istanbul as their financial potential was
restricted. They received their visas from the Turkish Consulate in Batumi
and boarded the ferry named Shile, which was transferring soldiers from the
Caucasian front to Istanbul, with the help of Turkish officers, who watched
their plays at the city stages. The voyage was rather troublesome. The ferry
was caught by a storm off the coast of Trebizond and the company members
experienced scary moments like the other passengers. The ferry ran out of
fuel on the fourth day of the voyage and the doors together with the wooden
floors were removed and burnt. Starvation and disease arose as a result of
these difficulties. All these challenges were somehow left behind and they
arrived in Istanbul on the eighth day (second half of January 1919) of the
voyage (Merdanov 107-108).

The thespians from Thbilisi, encountered a different scene than they had
expected. Istanbul purported a city surrendered to the enemy. War ships
and dreadnoughts were anchored to the harbour (Merdanov 108). Entente
powers, which occupied Istanbul after the armistice ending the war in
Turkish fronts, were interfering in almost all affairs of the city. Fortunately,
they did not raise difficulties to the artistic organisation of the Caucasian
thespians. The visiting artists turned the interruption of cultural and
artistic activities of the occupied city into an opportunity and introduced
themselves to the theatre audience of Istanbul as the Azerbaijani Turkish
Drama-Operetta Company. Although this label suggested an independent
Azerbaijani company, the members of the company completely consisted of
Turkish thespians from Thbilisi. The use of such a label had reasonable causes.
First of all, the language spoken by the artists from Tbilisi was Azerbaijani
Turkish and the plays they were staging for the audience in Istanbul were
written in Azerbaijani Turkish. In addition, the Republic of Azerbaijan,
which was established by direct aid of the Ottoman Empire, had a positive
image in the cultural and art circle of Istanbul. This image was extremely
important with regards to the visiting company’s approval by the art circles
and the interest of the audience in their plays. Due to mentioned reasons,
the art circle of Istanbul did not question the origin of the company and
regarded the staged plays as the theatre of the sister country.

The Executive of the Azerbaijani Turkish Drama-Operetta Company, which
set to work swiftly from the first day on, entered not agreements with Kishlik
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stage at Tepebashi, the Millet stage at Shehzadebashi and the Kushdili stage
at Kadikdy. It was agreed that the musical acts in the operettas were to
be played by the Ertugrul Band of the Naval Ministry and by Huseyin
Qasimov, one of the renown tar artists of the Caucasus (G. Memmedli
515). Considering specific conditions of Istanbul, plays were planned to
be staged twice a day, at two or three p.m. for women and nine p.m. for
general audience. Advertisement and promotion were accelerated in order
to attract more audience to the staged plays. The following announcement
was published in the mainstream media of Istanbul from 20 January 1919
on:

Meshedi 1bad, one of the most famous operettas of Caucasia will
be staged next Friday at half past one only for ladies and due to
transportation and current situation at five o'clock in the evening
at the Tepebashi Kishlik Theatre and Saturday daytime and in the
evening at the Millet Theatre at Shehzadebashi and Monday daytime
and in the evening at the Kushdili Theatre at Kadikdy. (Alemdar
1347-37, 2; Tasvir-i Efkdr 2627, 2)

As it is seen from the announcement, O Olmasin Bu Olsun operetta of
Uzeyir Hajibeyli, which was more often known as Meshedi Ibad, had been
the inaugural play of the tour. It was planned that the play would be staged
on 24 January 1919 at the Kishlik Theatre, on 25 January 1919 at the Millet
Theatre and on 27 January 1919 at the Kushdili Theatre, daytime sessions
being for ladies only and the evening sessions for general audience (Alemdar

1347-37, 2; Tasvir-i Efkedr 2627, 2).

An incident took place while Meshedi Ihad was being staged at the Millet
Theatre, which the visiting thespians were unaccustomed to. The doors of the
hall opened widely, and the bar maids entered the hall selling lemonade and
ice cream with loud announcements as “thirst quenching soda, cooling ice
cream for ladies, we have soda!”. The players on the stage watched this scene
with bewilderment. The company executive Mirseyfeddin Kirmanshahli,
approached the bar owner at the intermission and requested that they did
not enter the hall and talk loudly during the play. The bar owner, who had
listened to him calmly, replied “Please don’t obstruct our trade!” After this
reply, Kirmanshahli discussed the matter with Alexan Efendi, the executive
of the theatre, and tried to solve the bar problem. Alexan Efendi showed the
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relevant clause in the contract and advised not to interfere with the business
of the bar owner. The company executive, understanding that they would
not be able to change the customized commercial practice of the Istanbul
theatres, pledge to pay 5 liras to the bar owner in return for not entering
the hall during the play (Merdanov 110-111). The interest of the audience
to the first performance of Meshedi Ibad was less than expected. The main
reasons for the low turnout were not taking into consideration the transport
problems of Istanbul and setting the time of plays at between five and eight
o'clock according to European time (Midhat 3). Additionally, the society,
which was exhausted because of wars and occupation, did not have the time
and energy for art.

After the first performance of Meshedi Ibad, Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s 4 act operetta
Arshin Mal Alan was included to the repertoire. This operetta as well was
staged as two sessions on 29 January 1919 at the Millet Theatre (Sabah
10488, 2; Tasvir-i Efkdr 2634, 2). The same operetta was staged again as
two sessions on 31 January 1919 at the Kushdili Theatre on the Anatolian
side (Alemdar 1358-48, 2; Tkdam 7891, 2; Sabah 10492, 2; Tasvir-i Efkir
26306, 2). The role distribution of Arshin Mal Alan was as follow: the role
of Asker was acted by Mirseyfeddin Kirmanshahli, the role of Gulchehre by
Vera Arsen, the role of aunt by Nastya Kaftarzade, the role of Telli by Asya
khanum, the role of Sultan Bey by Mustaf Merdanov, the role of Suleiman
by Ibrahim Isfahanli, the role of Veli by Muhsin Sanani and the role of Asya
by Nina khanum (Merdanov 112; Haciyev, Tiflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 93). The
third play to be included to the repertoire was Abdurrahim Hagqverdiyev’s
tragedy Bakhtsiz Javan, which was staged on 1 February 1919 at the Millet
Theatre for the first time (A# 384, 3; Tasvir-i Efkdr 2639, 2). The Arshin
Mal Alan operetta was staged for the second time as two sessions at the
Millet Theatre on 5 February 1919, due to heavy demand of the audience
(Muvakkir 18 [462], 2; Muvakkir 19 [463], 2; Sabah 10497, 2). Similarly,
the Meshedi Ibad operetta, which was very popular among the audience, was
staged for the third time in two sessions on 6 February 1919 at the Apollon
Theatre in Kadikdy (Sabah 10498, 2; Tasvir-i Efkedr 2644, 2).

In the first two weeks of the tour two of the plays out of three, which
was offered to the audience, achieved great success and this encouraged the
company executive to expand the repertoire. The tragedy Dagilan Tifaq
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Yakhud Qumarin Netijesi written by Abdurrahim Haqverdiyev, who was one
of the realist dramaturges of Azerbaijan, was staged on 8 February 1919 at
the Millet Theatre as two sessions during the daytime and in the evening
(Ikdam 7901, 2; Sabah 10500, 2). Hagverdiyev’s comedy vaudeville Ach
Herifler and Zulfiqar Hajibeyli’s operetta Elli Yashinda Javan was staged on
10 February 1919 at the same theatre as two sessions in the daytime and in
the evening (Tkdam 7903, 2; Muvakkit 24 (468), 2; Sabah 10502, 2). Najaf
Vazirov’s comedy Haji Qamber, which was newly added to the repertoire,
was staged at the same theatre on 12 February 1919 as two sessions. The
Elli Yashinda Javan operetta and the Ach Herifler vaudeville was staged
for the second time at the Kushdili Theatre on 13 February 1919 (Zkdam
7905, 2; Sabah 10504, 2; Tasvir-i Efkdr 2650, 2). Arshin Mal Alan, which
was described as the most beautiful operetta by the Istanbul newspapers,
was staged at the Kishlik Theatre as daytime and evening sessions on 14
February 1919 (lkdam 7907, 2; Sabah 10506, 2; Tasvir-i Efkedr 2652, 2).

The company getting adapted to the art circles of Istanbul swiftly staged
seven different plays on four different stages as daytime and evening sessions
in the first month of the tour. The same fast work continued during the
second month of the tour. Abdurrahim Haqverdiyev’s play Bakbtsiz Javan,
was staged for the second time as two sessions at the Millet Theatre on
19 February 1919. And on 20 February 1919, Sultan Majid Ganizade’s
vaudeville Aksham Sabri Khayir Olur and Ahmed Vefik Pasha’s comedy
Zoraki Tabib was staged at the Kushdili Theatre (Zérciiman-1 Hakikat
13644, 4). Thereafter the company concentrated on the works of the
Turkish playwrights, and staged Shemseddin Sami’s play Gave-i Ahenger as
daytime and evening sessions on 22 February 1919 at the Millet Theatre
(Alemdar 1374-64, 2; Tkdam 7915, 2; Sabah 10514, 2; Tasvir-i Efkdr 2660,
2; Terciiman-1 Hakikat 13646, 4). Again at the same theatre the play Sheykh
Shamil Hazretleri was staged on 26 February 1919 as two sessions (Alemdar
1378-68, 2).

A number of new plays were added to the March repertoire of the company
besides previously performed plays, which won the favour of the Istanbul
audience. First, Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s operetta Asli ve Kerem was staged on 10
March 1919 at the Kushdili theatre as daytime and evening sessions. The
musical act of the operetta was performed by the Ertugrul Band and the
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tar artist Huseyin Qasimov (Alemdar 1390-80, 2). The operetta Arshin
Mal Alan was staged on 11 March 1919 at the Odeon Theatre in Beyoglu
with the attendance of the same band and musician (Alemdar 1391-81, 2;
Ikdam 7932, 2; Istiklal 79, 2; Terciiman-1 Hakikat 13664, 4). Asli ve Kerem,
which was highly acclaimed at its first performance, was staged at the Millet
Theatre on 12 March 1919 as daytime and evening sessions accompanied
by the same musical group (Tkdam 7933, 2; Yeni Giin 188, 2). Shemseddin
Sami’s play Gave-i Ahenger was staged for the second time on 13 March
1919 at the Kushdili Theatre as two sessions (fkdam 7934, 2). Abdurrahim
Haqverdiyev’s tragedy Aga Mubammad Shah Qajar was offered to the
audience for the first time on 19 March 1919 at the Millet Theatre as daytime
and evening sessions. In addition, they started to rehearse Hagverdiyev’s
tragedy Peri Jadu, Mirza Muhammad Akhundzade’s tragedy Sa @ ibn Vagqas,
and the a/-Mansour tragedy of Heinrich Heine, one of the master writers of
German lyric poetry of the 19* century (Alemdar 1397-87, 2; Tasvir-i Efkdr
2684, 2; Yeni Giin 194, 2). On 24 March 1919 the Meshedi Ibad operetta
accompanied Ertugrul Band and the tar artist Huseyin Qasimov, met with
the general audience at the Odeon Theatre in Beyoglu at nine o’clock in
the evening (Alemdar 1403-93, 2). Zulfigar Hajibeyli’s operetta Evli iken
Bekar was staged for the first time at the Millet Theatre on 26 March 1919
as daytime and evening sessions with the participation of the same musical

group (Sabah 10546, 2).

Some of the audience kicked up a row chanting “we want dance, we want
comedy” towards the end of the operetta staged at the Millet Theatre
(Zémasa 15, 12). The company executive thought the audience’s request
was a joke, but after understanding the seriousness of the issue went on
the stage and declared that the demand could not be met. Upon repeated
insistence from the audience the replied as “go to chanteuse show if you
desire dance, this is a theatre!” (Merdanov 112). Someone in the audience
replied to this answer as “people like you ruined the nation, perish” and
gave a fiery speech (Zémaga 15, 12). A trader, who requested dance, left the
hall together with his friends. There was a significant fall in the number of
audiences in the following days of this incident. It was found out after a
small investigation that the same person, who was one of the rich traders of
Istanbul, prevented ticket sales by placing his own men in front of the cash
register (Merdanov 112). Mirseyfeddin Kirmanshahli made a statement in
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the name of the company executive as a result of the mentioned incidents
and stated that the aim of the company, which came from such a long
way, is not to play for laughs or to dance, but is to display Azerbaijan’s
soul and drama to the audience of Istanbul (Merdanov 113; Zemasa 15,
12). Editorial board of the journal Zemaga, stating that it would not be
appropriate to demand anything else than the program of the company,
expressed that the extent of the disrespect shown to the visiting company
was at surprising level and advised that similar incidents should not be
repeated (Merdanov 113; Temasa 15, 13). The company executive, trying
to improve relations with the audience, expelled Muhsin Sanani, who used
unnecessary words in the course of the incident beyond the knowledge and
permission of the executive, and Pasha Muhammadov with other reasons
(Zémaga 15, 16). The business of the company returned to normal after the
press release and the discharge process and the audience started to watch the
plays again (Merdanov 113).

After the problem was solved Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s operetta Er ve Arvad was
staged on 16 April 1919 at the Millet Theatre at nine o’clock in the evening.
On 17 April 1919 the Arshin Mal Alan operetta was staged at the Skating
Theatre as daytime and evening sessions with the participation of the
Ertugrul Band and tar player Huseyin Qasimov (7erciiman-1 Hakikat 13700,
4). Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s operetta Meshedi Ibad and Sultan Majid Ganizade’s
comedy Hor-hor was staged on 18 April 1919 at the Skating Theatre at
three o’clock daytime only for men accompanied by the same musical group
(Terciiman-1 Hakikar 13701, 4). Again, at the same venue and with the
contributions of the same musical group Zulfiqar Hajibeyli’s operetta Ev/i
iken Bekar was staged on 19 April 1919 as two sessions (Zerciiman-1 Hakikat
13702, 4). On the evening of 21 April 1919, the operetta Turkman Qizi was
premiered at the Ferah Theatre in Shehzadebashi, in cooperation with the
famous comedian Hasan Efendi’s troupe. Thereafter the comedy Dursun Ali
Balli Badi and the play Oliiniin Hortlamasi was staged.

The company, which seems to have considered the demands of the
Istanbul audience in its last activities, included cantos before the plays,
played music with bands and saz during the intermissions and offered the
audience oriental style dances with the participation of Vera Arsen and
her companions (Zerciiman-1 Hakikat 13705, 4). The first performance of
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Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s operetta Leyla ve Majnun was staged at the Millet Theatre
on 23 April 1919 with the contributions of the Ertugrul Band and tar player
Huseyin Qasimov (Zerciiman-1 Hakikat 13706, 4). Another play, which met
the expectations of the Istanbul audience, was Abdurrahim Haqverdiyev’s
play Peri Jadu, which was being rehearsed for a long time. The role of
Selime was acted by Terlan khanum, the role of Peri Jadu by Vera Arsen, the
role of Qurban by Mirseyfeddin Kirmanshahli, the role of Iblis by Hasan
Abdullahzade, the role of Shamame Jadu by Ibrahim Isfahanli and the role
of Emrullah by Muhsin Sanani at the play, which was staged on 17 May
1919 at the Millet Theatre as a show of the Zemaga journal (Temaga 17, 1).
A miny concert was held by the Ertugrul Band and the tar artist Huseyin
Qasimov and Caucasian folk dances were performed by Vera Arsen together
with Nastya Kaftaradze, Muhsin Sanani and Ibrahim Isfahanli within the
scope of the organization. Pieces of previously staged and admired operettas
were staged at the intermissions (Zémasa 16, back cover inner page). The
show was completed perfectly and received thumbs up from the editorial
board of the journal Zemaga (Temasa 17, 1).

As it is seen from the cast of the show on 17 May, Muhsin Sanani, who
was expelled after the incident of 26 March, was given a role at the new
play of the company. Likewise, Pasha Muhammadov, who was expelled at
the same date, took his place among the actors of the new directory of
the company. The structure of the company completely changed as well
in accordance with the new directory. Hasan Abdullahzade was elected as
the director of the company and Eshref Yuzbashizade as the stage manager.
The actors and actresses were divided into four classes. Eshref Yuzbashizade,
Ibrahim Isfahanli, Mustafa Merdanov, Vera Arsen and Huseyin Qasimov
became first class artists, Muhsin Sanani and Jalil Quliyev second class
artists, Nastya Kaftaradze and Pasha Muhammadov third class artists, and
Meshedi Abbas Ismailov fourth class artist (7émasa 17, 1). According to the
new directory, none of the players could attend a show of any other theatre
beyond the information and permission of the responsible director. The
company, which was planning to stage plays in the scope of the Ramadan
activities of 1919, rented the Sharq Theatre at Shehzadebashi. It was
planned to introduce Azerbaijani plays that have not yet been staged to the
Istanbul audiences, on Sunday, Tuesday and Friday evenings at the Sharq
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Theatre and the other evenings at the other theatres at Kadikoy, Uskudar
and Buyukada (7emaga 17, 1).

Information on the activities of the company after the renewal is limited.
According to a contemporary study, the Istanbul tour of the company
took 11 months in total (Rehimli, 7iflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 69). Probably in
the second half of the mentioned period, Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s Asli ve Kerem
operetta was translated into Turkish and published as a pamphlet upon
the request of Seyit Tahir Bey, the concessionaire of the Zémasa journal
(Merdanov 114; G. Memmedli 528; Asker and Asker 338). Again, the
Arshin Mal Alan operetta was translated into Turkish and was staged at the
Millet Theatre towards the end of the year (Ikdam 8202, 4; Sabah 10802,
4). The Arshin Mal Alan operetta, which was highly appreciated by the
Istanbul audience, was staged 43 times in total during the tour (Merdanov
112; Hacyev, Tiflis Edebi Miibiti 179; Rehimli, 7iflis Azerbaycan Teatr: 69;
Asker and Asker 337). The client of French cinema company Pathé, who
had the opportunity to watch the same operetta, suggested that the play to
be adapted to the big screen. The assistant manager of the French company
personally conveyed the proposal to the Azerbaijani company executive and
invited the players to Paris. It was written in the draft contract that Arshin
Mal Alan would be performed 10 times on the Paris stages and then adapted
to the cinema. The proposal of the French company was not accepted due
to lack of allocated finance despite the high workload (Merdanov 114;
G. Memmedli 527-528). Additionally, tour proposals were received from
Bursa and Izmir (Merdanov 112). But these proposals were rejected as the
company was about to return to Caucasia as they finished their work in
Istanbul.

Performance Evaluation

The organization of the company, which staged Azerbaijani plays in
Istanbul, a city under the occupation of Entente forces, attracted attention
from the first day on. The announcements of the company were published
in the pages of most read newspapers of Istanbul, it was commented on the
general characteristics of Azerbaijani dramaturgy and artistic interpretations
were made about the performances of the artists of the visiting company.
A. Mithat, one of those who made such interpretations, evaluated both
the content of the operetta and the Azerbaijani theatrics in general terms
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after watching the first performance of Meshedi 1bad (27 January 1919).
Although he found Meshed; Ibad too oriental in his review, he pointed out
that the Azerbaijanis have established serious theatrics. The emphasized that
the operetta, which theme of was based on daily life, identified the social
problems of the country it stood for. Mithat, stated that the music and
dance forming the basis of the operetta was completely reflecting national
elements and appreciated that all these features were at a level satisfying
artistic taste (Midhat 3).

Huseyin Fahri, who shared his impressions on the plays he watched until
the third week of the tour with his readers on 8 February 1919, particularly
stated that the interest shown by the public to the visiting company was
directly related to the political development of the last year. Huseyin Fahri,
drawing attention to the importance of a nation’s cultural abilities and talents,
stated that it shouldnt be expected in such complex days that a company
sent by a newly independent country would be perfect and suggested that
the imperfections of the artists and equipment of the company should be
excused. Despite the mentioned imperfections, he judged the organization
of the visiting company positively with the words “... it is too good to be
compared to our laughingstock companies, which have been performing in
our country for years and should have taken lesson from foreign companies
present in Istanbul...” Although Huseyin Fahri as well like A. Mithat found
the plays staged by the company oriental, appreciated it was far from European
imitation and carried all features of a national art (Hiiseyin Fahri 2).

Muhsin Ertugrul, one of the pioneers of contemporary Turkish theatre,
discussed the organization of the visiting company in his column in the
Temaga magazine and displayed his artistic excitement with the sentence “....
Whether the Azerbaijanis are competent or not, they are bringing us artistic
works from beyond the Caucasus, from our compatriots...” (1 March 1919).
He appreciated and honoured the mission of the company, whose language,
taste, music and dance were not given sufficient attention, with the sentence
“... is to bring a piece of taste, a piece of art, a piece of beauty to the people
of the sleeping realm...” And he addressed the people of Istanbul, who was
indifferent to the art of the sister country, with the language of the German
philosopher Nietzsche’s Zoroaster: “The voice of beauty comes out very low
pitched and this voice is only heard and understood by the ones, who are
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most awake and by the most sensitive souls.” (Ertugrul 2; G. Memmedli
517). Muhsin Ertugrul pointed out that Azerbaijan responded to the
military aid given in difficult times with art with a noteworthy reckoning as
“We Turks went to Azerbaijan with weapons, and the Azerbaijanis came to
us with art and music.” (Sahmaliyev 5).

Reshad Nuri, who shared his impressions with his readers after watching
operettas performed on Istanbul stages, stated that the visiting company
displayed a higher performance than the companies of Istanbul other than
the Darulbedayi (9 Mart 1919). He presented the developments in theatrics
in Azerbaijan with the evaluation “the first idea that both the plays and the
performances aroused in us was that the Azerbaijanis take theatre seriously
and with importance and that they have surpassed Tiirkiye in this regard
(Resad Nuri 13). Reshad Nuri, emphasising that theatrics is international
with regards to its codes and concept, put forth that while it is possible
to produce works based on imitation every nation strives to form its own
unique theatre, and Azerbaijanis have formed a national theatre inspiring
from their own land. Reshad Nuri pointed out that Azerbaijani comedies
have a simple and textual temperament like Moli¢re’s style and put forth the
idea “... if we look at them with the same eyes, we watch European plays, we
will see them as primitive and in need of development. However, purity and
simplicity are virtues that make us neglect and forget these imperfections.”
(Resad Nuri 13-14). Huseyin Fahri, who almost shared the same idea with
Reshad Nuri, pointed out the Moliére influence in some plays with the
following sentences: “... they have a virtue, which is very striking and that
is the simplicity and purity of their art. Unnatural movements, elaborate
artificialities, and ridiculous excesses are not seen in them...” (Hiiseyin
Fahri 2). In Reshad Nuris opinion, national music, dances and jokes
in operettas were the elements that reinforced the simplicity, which was
mentioned (Resad Nuri 13). Huseyin Fahri, who was amazed by the stage
performance, referring to the words of one of Istanbul’s distinguished artists,
drew attention to the outstanding performances of the company artists with
the following sentences: “They have a harmony and order in their plays
that without exception none of our theatres has ever experienced before.

Division of duties is very good. No work is disrupted due to anyone’s fault.”
(Hiseyin Fahri 2).
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As a matter of fact, the visiting players, who had no professional art
education, were playing their roles on Istanbul stages with fully self-taught
talent. Despite their lack of professionalism, they were always open to
improvement. It was very difficult for these artists, who had not seen a
statesman in a higher position than the tsarist officials in the lands they were
living in, to enact on the stage the characters of a shah, a sultan and a tsar
exactly (Serif 170). Tours to foreign countries and other cities were offering
them the opportunities to develop their artistic talents. For instance, his
observations during the Tabriz tour had positive contributions to Mustafa
Merdanov’s stage performance. Again, the plays of La Comédie Francaise
Company, which was the guest of the capital during the Istanbul tour,
made great contributions to Mustafa Merdanov’s understanding of art and
according to his own words, he learned a lot from the stage performance of
the French theatre actor Koklen (Merdanov 114-117). It was written in the
Temaga magazine’s review of Mustafa Merdanov’s performance, that he was
a young artist who promised “a future that will work miracles in the hands
of a good master.” (7emasa 14, back cover inner page; Merdanov 116).

Témaga’s evaluation of the other artists of the company was shortly as follow: The
director of the company, Mirseyfeddin Kirmanshahli, who looked extremely
likable, was a very polite and respectful artist (Zemasa 14, face cover inner page).
Eshref Yuzbashizade, one of the senior actors, was a lively Meshedi Ibad in real
life with his skill and talent in the art of theatre. Muhsin Sanani, who became
famous for his role as the porter in the same operetta, was a young artistic
traveller with a bright future (7émasa 14, face cover inner page). It was predicted
that the future of Huseyin Abdullahzade as well, who had the temperament of
a drama actor in terms of his character, would be bright. Terlan khanum, who
was able to use only fifty percent of her talent in operettas, was recommended
to act in drama works. Vera Arsen, one of the tireless actresses of female roles in
plays, was also a talented performer of Caucasian folk dances. (7emasa 14, face
cover inner page). Pasha Muhammadov, who stood out with his talent in folk
dances, was an artist who played cautious and dignified roles on the theatre
stage. Combining theatre with his agile dancing on the stage, Ibrahim Isfahanli
was thought to be a young artist with a bright future, especially in drama
rather than operetta. Huseyin Qasimov, who caressed people’s hearts with the
touching voice of his tar, was an artist who imaginatively took his audience
through the Caucasus Mountains (Zemagsa 14, back cover inner page).
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Conclusion

As a result of the analysis, it turns out that the company, which had been
staging plays on the stages of Istanbul as the organization of the Azerbaijani
Turkish Drama-Operetta Company since the winter season of 1919,
consisted of actors from the Turkish Theatre of Thbilisi. It could be easily said
that the Azerbaijani label was used throughout the tour due to factors such as
the cultural circle where the actors were brought up, the origin of the plays,
and the ability to attract more audiences to the plays. The repertoire of the
company consisted of operetta, vaudeville, comedy, drama and opera works
by Azerbaijani dramaturgs such as Uzeyir Hajibeyli, Zulfiqar Hajibeyli,
Najaf Vazirov and Abdurrahim Hagqverdiyev. Although it is difficult to
evaluate the performance of the artists as the operettas, which constituted the
majority of the repertoire, are easy-to-perform works, the visiting company’s
plays were watched with interest by Istanbul’s art circles. It was concluded
that the members of the company, who had no professional art training but
played their roles with their natural talent in performing arts, were superior
to other companies in Istanbul, with the exception of the Darulbedayi. The
origin of the company was never questioned, and it was accepted as the
theatre of the sister country among the theatre audience. Although the plays
staged were considered to be simple and oriental, they were appreciated
for being far from imitation. They were evaluated positively as they were
reinforced with national music, folk dances and jokes.

The culture and art world of Istanbul, which was experiencing difficult times
due to the occupation of the Entente forces, had the opportunity to get to
know the theatre works produced in the Azerbaijani cultural circle by the
organization in question. The actors, who brought the Azerbaijani theatrics
to stages of Istanbul, gained experiences of high artistic value by interacting
with local and foreign communities in Istanbul’s artistic environment. The
actors, who returned to their country after the completion of the tour, did
their best to keep the Turkish Theatre in Thbilisi alive. The artistic tradition
represented by them received the state theatre status under the name of
Thilisi Turkish Drama Theatre after the Soviet rule was established in
Southern Caucasus (1922). It was closed down after operating with this
status for a quarter of a century (1947). In the period following the collapse
of the Soviet order, the revival of the historical theatre came to the agenda
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in the context of developing Azerbaijani — Georgian cultural relations
(1998). This historical centre of art, which was re-created under the name
of Azerbaijani Drama Theatre of Thilisi in the new period, was given the
status of state theatre (2004).
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This research focuses on two main topics. The first is the lack of
attention to the emergence of Islam in Bengal, according to this
study. The second concern is the early interactions of Muslim
Arabs and Turks with the Bengal region. When analysing the
initial entry of these two groups into the area and their subsequent
activities, it is observed that they differ vastly. Before the advent
of Islam, Arabs were accustomed to travelling to various regions,
including Bengal, for trade purposes. Over time, Arab traders
expanded their commercial activities with Bengal ports and
contributed to spreading Islam. On the other hand, Central Asian
Turks also attempted to connect the Bengal region to themselves
through various activities over time. Therefore, there is a need for
more in-depth research on this subject. Methodologically, this
research evaluates historical arguments and narratives through
qualitative research. Moreover, this study relies primarily on
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Bu arastirma iki temel konuya odaklanmaktadir. Birincisi, bu
caligmaya gore Bengal'de Islamiyet’in ortaya ¢ikisina yeterince
dikkat edilmemesidir. Tkincisi ise Miisliiman Araplar ve
Tiirklerin Bengal bélgesi ile erken temaslarini icermekeedir. Bu
konuda bélgeye s6z konusu iki milletin ilk girigleri, ardindan
stirdiirdiikleri faaliyetleri analiz edildiginde zamansal acidan
farklilik gosterdikleri miisahede edilmektedir. [slam’in ortaya
¢itkmasindan 6nce Araplar ticaret amaciyla cesitli bolgelere,
Bengal de dahil olmak iizere, seyahat etmeye aligkindilar.
Zamanla Arap tiiccarlar Bengal limanlari ile ticaret faaliyetlerini
genislettiler ve Islamiyet'in yayilisinda katkida bulundular. Ote
yandan, Orta Asyadaki Tiirkler de Bengal bélgesini zamanla
cesitli faaliyetlerle kendilerine baglamaya calistilar. Bu sebeple
konuya dair daha derinlikli aragtirmalara ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir.
Yontemsel olarak bu arastirma, nitel aragtirma yoluyla tarihsel
argiimanlari ve anlaalari degerlendirmekeedir. Ayrica, bu calisma,
baslica Bengalce ve Ingilizce ikincil kaynaklara dayanmaktadir.
Gerekli yerlerde klasik Arapc¢a kaynaklara da bagvurulacakur. Bu

sekilde, aragtirma yeni bir bakis agist sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kavramlar
Araplar, Bengal’in Islamlagmast, deniz yolu, kara yolu, ticaret,

Tiirkler.
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Introduction

Before it embraced Islam, the Bengal region nearly was a hub of Buddhism
in the Indian subcontinent. The Buddhist Pala dynasty (750-1161) ruled
the centre for several centuries before it fell and was then conquered by the
Hindu Sena dynasty in the 1170s. On the eve of the emergence of Islam in
Bengal, there was a religious and cultural conflict between Buddhists and
Hindu Brahmins, representing two opposed dharmic traditions, symbolized
in the social context by the Buddhist emphasis on equality and the caste-
based social structure of the Brahmins.

Then, the advent of Islam in the region bloomed formally in 1204
(Chowdhury, Dynastic History of Bengal 258), leading to a sudden upsurge
in the Muslim population. In this respect, the involvement of the Sufi
dervishes was seen as an accelerating factor. Subsequently, Islamization
gained massive momentum in the diverse parts of Bengal. Islam reformed
Bengal’s social, cultural, and religious life throughout this journey. Religious
institutions and individuals, especially the sultans, played a critical role in
this transformation. Therefore, throughout the mentioned process, there are
academic disputes regarding how and when Islam took hold in Bengal and
whether religious institutions were established in the early years.

Meanwhile, scientific accounts for this topic integrate more unsolved
questions. The literature used in this research also observes that each
scholar’s judgments do not promote a scientific explanation. That is why it
is required to sketch it again. Furthermore, efforts have been made to make
sense of the nature of the subject.

Literature Review

The core academic works may constrain the investigation into the essence
of actual literary critics. At the outset, two primary sources in Bangla
and English were written by two eminent historians, Karim and Rahim,
who expressed their opinions on the Islamization process in Bengal. Both
scholar’s notes represent Medieval Bengal’s political, social, and cultural
history'. However, they mainly concentrate on the sociocultural activities of
post-Islamic Bengal, which contradicts the current research. Haq, another
well-known researcher, litterateur, and educationist in Bangladesh, focused
mainly on transforming Bengali Sufi activities, which do not deal with the
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goals and scope of the current study’. After them, contemporary Bengali
historian Chowdhury frequently cited the dynasty tales of Bengal Muslim
rulers in his works’.

Dani, albeit somewhat, goes with the objectives of this study. Although
he tries to focus on the Muslims™ initial interaction with Bengal, the
information provided is insufficient for this study. Additionally, scholars
Dasgupta, Muhiuddin Khan and Rahman attempted to shed light on the
matter, but the calibre of their research prevented them from progressing
any further. Both of their accounts are stated in the existing list.

In summary, although the presence of Arabs in the region since the
early period of Islam has been discovered, the presence of Turks has not.
Researchers have focused on the Arab presence and neglected the Turkish
presence. The sources cited in this study are a clear example of this. As
indicated, a few scientific studies have shaped this topic, but they have yet
to provide a real sense, like the running study. After a bird’s-eye view of the
following works, the readers will easily find this study original.

Table 1

Previously Considered Journal Publications from the Same Period

Author(s) Name Year Title
Al-Ahsan, A. 1994 'The spread of Islam in the pre-Mughal Bengal

The Contributions of Sufism to Promoting
Religious Harmony in Bangladesh

Marrison, G. E. 1951 The Coming of Islam in East Indies

‘The Fusion of Turkish Religious Thoughts in Central
Asian Buddhism and Its Repercussion to Bengal

Al-Masud et al. 2017

Fuad, A. R. 2024

Masumi, M. S. H. 1967 Bengal’s Contribution to Islamic Learning

Dasgupta, A. 1994 'The Bauls and their Heretic Tradition

Dasgupta, A. 2004 Islam in Bengal: Formative Period

Iolam, M. T, 2012 The Adv.ent of Islam in Bengal: An Economic
Perspective

Siddiq, M. Y, 2012 The Advent of Islam in Bengal: An Epigraphic
Approach

Siddique, Y. 2008 The Diffusion of Islam in Bengal and the

Articulation of a New Order
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Research Method

The study leans toward descriptive research using the qualitative method.
Dulock proposes more than six definitions to support this study’s method.
However, the subsequent justification is enough for the study’s goal:

... to provide an accurate portrayal or account of characteristics of
a particular individual, situation or group; these studies are a means
of discovering new meaning, describing what exists, determining
the frequency with which something occurs and/or categorizing
information... (Dunlock 154)

According to this definition, the entire study will have all the characteristics
of descriptive research. In this case, it focuses on categorizing information
and elucidating the existing information to create a new sketch.

The study’s central hypothesis is when and how Bengal encountered Islam.
In doing so, the study walks through two omnipresent key facts —a) Muslim
merchants hailing from various directions towards Bengal by sea route and
b) The Khilji Turks®. Islam spread from the Chittagong Port of present-day
Bangladesh by sea. On the other hand, it spread to northern India and
arrived via the land route. The article’s findings and outcomes follow a
judgment throughout the research.

A limitation could be drawn from the classical sources. Arabic sources like
Iabari, larikh-e Yaqubi, and al-Kamil do not provide information about
the emergence of Islam in Bengal. Therefore, the study will strive to access
data from other Arabic sources, like Furuh’ul Buldan, Majmaul Buldin, Al-
Mukabbar, Kitab-ul-Masalik, and Muruj al-Zahab. So far, no other classic
sources indicate anything about the Bengal region.

Islam in Bengal: The Assessments on Sea Trade and Arab Existence

During the reign of Caliph Omar, the first Muslim fleet to enter Indian
waters appeared in 636. This hint is provided in the writings of the historian
Tara Chand (Chand 31). However, it is argued that Arabs did not cross a
specific boundary between the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. Mustafa
Fayda’s citations on this topic are apparent. According to him, during the
governorship of Amr b. As in Egypt (640-646), with permission from
Caliph Omar, he ensured new Muslim maritime trade between Egypt,
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Haramayn, Yemen, and India (Fayda 50). This means the Muslim Arabs
appeared in Indian waters in the first half of the 7™ century. However, as
ordinary Arabs, they had trade relations with the far-east (China) before
Islam. On the other side, if we go back to Oman, it hosted two renowned
pre-Islamic markets. These markets held significant status as global trade
hubs, attracting international traders from regions such as Sindh, India,
Persia, and China, who exchanged their merchandise (Baghdadi 265-66).
So, it can be an apparent claim that the Chinese rested in Bengals port for
a long and safe journey to the Arab trade fair. Some logic will come in the

following phases.

The historical account Futubul Buldan narrates that Umayyad Caliph
Muawiyah (d. 60/680) dispatched looted gold and silver idol artefacts to
India, hoping to fetch a better price. In contrast, Muhammad bin Kasim
gifted Umayyad governor Yusuf bin Hajjaj (d. 95/714) with a sea-transported
elephant from Sind, which had been brought aboard by a ship (Baladhuri
375, 452). In this context, it is plausible to argue that this elephant could
have been found and brought from Bengal, considering the abundance
of elephants in that region. Moreover, Alexander the Great’s decision not
to invade Bengal out of fear might be attributed to the presence of these
elephants (Mannan 3; Periplus of the Erythraean Sea 43).

Apart from that, some said that only the Persians, not Sasanids, emerged
in Bengal during the “age of ignorance (Jahiliyya)” and “early Islamicate
period” as both merchants and sailors (M. M. Khan 4). Muhiuddin Khan

defends Tara Chand’s interpretation. According to him:

The Sassanid Empire and the Roman Empire constantly fought
between the fifth and sixth centuries. Various restrictions on the land
routes were put in place as long as the hostilities lasted. As a result, the
Arabs were unafraid to take their time when conducting maritime
trade. Additionally, they were hired to conduct business with Arabs
by the ports of Malabar (South India), Kolkata (East India), Cheror
Bandar (unknown Port), and Chittagong (Bangladesh). These cities
saw the establishment of commercial centres in the later era. (M.

Khan 39)
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Whether Muslims were exclusively active in the maritime trade with Bengal
arose in the 7th century because the information regarding other nations
was comparatively silent. 7he Muslims of Burma, therefore, assume that the
first Muslim seafarers left their footprints in Burma in the ninth century.
Furthermore, in 860, Chinese visitors reported the presence of Sassanid
(Iranian) colonies on the beaches of Burma. This is because the political
and geographic positions may have allowed the Sassanids to grab the region
before the Arabs. It may be seen by supporting this statement that Islam
attained this tilt even in later times (Yegar 2).

As previously cited, the Islamic message spread over the Bengal region in
two ways. Numerous discussions exist about Islam’s entry by sea, yet the
academic community needs to be humbler about Islam’s arrival by land.
When providing information regarding this, researchers are sometimes split
into two groups, as above.

Regarding the emergence of Islam in Bengal, Chittagong was the top
destination for Arab traders. This statement divided historical notes into
— 1) Islam before the eighth century and 2) Islam following the eighth
century. However, remember that the Arabs who arrived in the Bengal area
before the advent of Islam were not Muslims; they only carried on the Far
Eastern commercial practices. Throughout the early days of Islam, these
people not only followed the rules of trade but also put forth much effort to
spread the message of Islam.

The Opinion about the Advent of Islam before the Eighth Century in Bengal

According to some historical claims, Islam arrived in Bengal before the
eighth century. It signifies that as soon as the Prophet Muhammad passed
away, Islam spread out quickly. Here are some quotations in favour of this
time frame.

Researcher Habibullah states that the Arabs had good economic relations
with individuals from South and Southeast Asia throughout the Prophets.
This policy facilitated the restoration of an autonomous Muslim state in
the Gulf (Habibullah 19). After him, Tara Chand says that the first Muslim
navy in the Indian Ocean appeared in the year 636 (Chand 31). He wrote
this information in his account but only provided logical arguments in the
chapter to support this idea, except for the early naval period. His citation
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would be clearer if he detailed the features of the fleet that allowed it to pass
the frightening ocean and sea destinations. The next point gives a gleam of
hope for further clarification.

According to M. Khan, the Arabs arrived on the Indian frontier for the
first time in 643 (M. M. Khan 4). A. A. Khan heartily concurs with the
statement mentioned earlier. He asserts that the Arabs brought the word
of Islam to China, Chittagong, and Sylhet (Bangladesh) at the beginning
of the seventh century. Arabs can reach Chittagong if they cross the Indian
shore (A. A. Khan 15).

The Opinion about the Advent of Islam after the Eighth Century in Bengal

Then, whataboutIslam in Bengal after the eighth century? Here, the chroniclers
detail the interactions between the Arabs and Bengal. Qanungo sheds light on
the subject from a new perception. He contends that travelogues, in addition
to coinage, chronicles, terminologies, names of places, and ethnology, are
essential for establishing the relationship between Arabs and Bengalis. These
elements make it possible to date the start of bilateral interactions to the ninth
century (Qanungo 110-11). Like Qanungo, Marrison has attempted to put a
date on the early contact between Arabs and the region. He notes that Muslim
traders and travellers had been in contact with “this region” since the ninth
century. However, he did not share any information concerning the footsteps
of the Muslim preachers (Marrison 28).

Moreover, Foez Ullah’s assertion that Muslim sultans landed in Chittagong
province before 953 is met with significant scepticism. He suggests it for a
later time. If it is, we may say that there is no Sultanate established yet, but
it can be talked about as a semi-independent Amir. However, before that,
he explains how some Muslim Sufi dervishes and Arab merchants arrived in
the Chittagong region between the eighth and ninth centuries. The Arabs
had to leave the Port of Chittagong to get to Java. This territory refers to
the Java Islands because of the geographical and climatic conditions (Ullah
15-16). The previous data may be correct, although A.P. Phayre also claims
an Arab state founded in the Chittagong territory (Phayre 36).

The Relationships between the Arabs and the Bengal
As it is foretold, the Arabs did business with Bengal. Nevertheless, how did
they identify this geographical location? Since the 10th century, the Arabs
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have been crossing the region by large ships, and they can see the lands of
East Bengal from afar. After seeing these (red) lands, they were shouting
24 » (Barre Hind-the land of India) (Mufakkharul 13-33). Minhaz-i
Shiraz also drew his attention to East Bengal, which Arabs indicated (Shiraj
5). So, it can be inferred that Barendra’s (one of Bengal’s ancient regions)
development is based on “Barre Hind.”

Another source examines it from a different angle. The renowned National
Encyclopaedia of Bangladesh states that “in a south Indian inscription (967
AD), there is a mention of a Brahmin as Varendradyutikarina. Varendra
figures prominently in the Sena rulers’ inscriptions; on their basis, scholars
unanimously hold that the greater districts of Bogra, Dinajpur, Raj Shahi,
and Pabna formed the Barendra area” (Chowdhury, “Varendra”). Varendra’s
use is therefore anticipated to begin in the ninth century, regardless of how
it came to be. The assumption can be made that it was known to the Arabs
before the ninth century.

In the upcoming paragraphs, the Arab and Bengal relationship can be
examined in the following three keynotes: I. The records of the Arab
geographers, II. Archaeological evidence, III. Rumours.

The records of the Arab geographers

There are disputes about whether Arab geographers visited the Bengal
Region. Hence, the observations of the Bengal historians and the data
from Arab geographers will be included first. The Arab geographers used
navigational data from sailors’. On the one hand, historians would like
to appraise such geographers’ data. The geographical documentation is
compiled along two main axes: (a) trade routes between multiple territories,
including Bengal, and (b) ports. Of all the ports, only the Samandar port
should be investigated for what kind of port it is because the other ports are
not related to this discussion.

Ibn Khurdadbih (d.299/912) claimed that Samandar is a renowned location
for rice cultivation. A river journey of fifteen to twenty days also brings “aloe
vera” Kamrun® and the surrounding areas are famous for this product (Ibn
Khurdadbih, Kitab-Ul-Masalik 63-64). Besides, as cited by Karim, Idrisi
mentions Samandar as a port where travellers arrive after going down the
river from Kashmir. Moreover, this large city grew up near a busy commercial
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area, where investing was profitable. Additionally, it says traders generally
travelled to and from an island that was a day’s journey away from here
(Karim, Chattogram Islam 4-5). Conversely, Rahim criticises the account of al-
Idrisi. He says that Idrisi had never visited the Indian continent. He narrated
information that is only sometimes rational. His claims about Samandar,
however, are consistent with those of Ibn Khurdadbih (Rahim 27).

The Kamrun or Kamrup waterway should follow the Chittagong port route,
or the adjacent point to this port, across the Brahmaputra and Meghna
Rivers. Another port channel could not be attached to Kamrup. On the
other hand, “People who still live on the banks of Meghna River call it
‘Samandar” (Dani 6-7) gives a clear view of the location of this place.

Besides Kamrup, other Bengal shores had attracted the Arabs’ keen attention.
Hoduvala believes that Sulayman al-Tajir used the term “Diyar Rahami” to
describe the Chittagong region because he had expertise in both professions,
as a geographer and a businessman’. As a result, most Bengali historians refer
to it as Ruhmi and claim it is a part of modern-day Bangladesh (Hoduvala
4-6)%. Geographers’ travel itineraries, at the very least, support this, claims
Rahim. They state that Kamrup City and the sea encircle Rahmi region on
opposite sides. In addition, Sulayman and Ibn Khurdadbih also indicated
that the famous Muslin Fabric (Rahim 28) was exported to world markets
from Rahmi. According to the Periplus of the Erythracan Sea, the muslin
fabric manufacturing facility, situated along the banks of the Ganges River
in Bengal, was an important trading hub (Periplus of the Erythraean Sea 47-
48). Based on the facts provided earlier, it can be concluded that Rahmi is
situated in the Chittagong District. From here, Arab ships docked and left.
Additionally, it was common for people who travelled there for commerce
to stay there for a while (Fuad and Dadan 7-9).

It is now helpful to briefly discuss how and when Chittagong became
a global trade centre and intimately involved with the Arabs. This is an
essential factor to investigate for this study.

Ibn Battuta narrates: “When I entered Bengal, I encountered the first city
of Sudgawan’ (also called Satgaon or Satigam). This is a perfect resort
on the shores of Bahr-i Azam (Bengal Ocean). The Jamuna River and
the Ganges meet there and flow into Bahr-i Azam” (Ibn Battuta 448).
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Moreover, Ma-Huan clarifies Chittagong as “After travelling from Su-men-
ta-la (an Indonesian region) for twenty-one days, we reached Pang-Ko-La
(Bangladesh). However, we initially proceeded to Chah-ti-gan (Chittagong)
(Bhattasali 169).

The following narration is also interesting regarding this topic. Many of
the Prophet Muhammad’s companions returned to Mecca and Madina
after their departure to Abyssinia. On the other hand, Sad b. Abu Wakkas,
Kays b. Huzayfa, Urwa b. Asasa, and Abu Kays b. Harris did not return to
their country of origin. In the seventh year of the Prophet’s preaching, they
embarked on a journey to Southeast Asia with some Abyssinians. They also
stated that they got a ship as a present from King Najashi. The sole objective
of this mission was to promote Islam. They began by traveling to Malabar
(India). They left here and spent the same time in Chittagong as they had in
Malabar. Meanwhile, they impacted the local ruler Perumal and a group of
individuals (Akhanda 35). However, historical texts from Islam do not have
any evidence about this. Such information emerged as oral stories among
the people after the Islamization of the Bengal region. Nevertheless, as noted
by researcher Cemil Lee, “the historical proofs we have and the centuries
interactions with the region are not refuted. However, it is challenging to
locate supporting data on this subject” (Lee 29-32).

Here, researcher Zaman brings a different perspective. He reported that
during the reign of Caliph Omar, a group of Islamic preachers visited Bengal
for the first time. Mamun and Muhaimin served as this group’s leaders.
Hamid Uddin, Murtaza Abdullah, and Abu Talib reached Bengal during
the second stage. As a result, it is known that five successive delegations
reached Bangladesh. Zaman also lists five further delegations from Iran and
Egypt. These people built religious sites like the Khangah (Zaman 168-69).
Mannan raises the question of whether this chronicle does not appear in any
other sources or is accurate (Mannan 85).

Abyssinian traders and other Muslims, mainly Arabs and Persians, lived
on the coastal regions and islands of Bengal, such as Sandip and Hatiya.
Rahim remarks that Barthema and Barbosa'® witnessed this event when
they wandered the Meghna shore in the 16" century (Rahim 30). There
will likely be a question about the origins of these Muslims. The answer
might be the holdings and economic endeavours of the Arabs, particularly
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in the Chittagong region. Furthermore, Chittagong was close to the
aforementioned coastal regions. Nevertheless, Siddique comments that
“factors leading to the diffusion of Islam varied from one region to another.
While the Islamic trade and maritime activities in Southeast and Far East
Asia played a key role in the Islamization process in a significant part of the
region (e.g., Indonesia and Malaysia), it played a comparatively lesser role

in Bengal” (Siddique 11).
Archaeological evidence

Two distinct coins dating to the Abbasid Period (132-656/750-1258)
were found in the Raj Shahi and Comilla areas, indicating that the Arabs
landed in Bengal early. Archaeologists discovered these coins in 1930. Coin
unearthed in Raj Shahi in 788 dates to Harun Rashid’s rule (170-193/786-
809). The second Comilla dates from the reign of Caliph Muntasir Billah
(247-248/861-866) (Chowdhury, Dynastic History of Bengal 249; Karim,
Banglar Itihas-Sultani Amal 62-63). However, the way both took to get
there is a point of debate. As a result, two possible approaches are crucial in
this context: (1) the coins brought by Islamic preachers or Sufis as pocket
money, and (2) the coins brought by merchants (M. M. Khan 63-64).
These two facts indicate that since the founding of the Umayyad Caliphate,
Arab traders have maintained business ties in various regions of Bengal.
Moreover, other non-Arab or non-local merchants travelling between Aden
or Basra or similar ports of the Islamic geography, including Bengal, could
have brought these coins. A striking illustration of this may be found in the
crumbling walls of a Rangpur Mosque dating back to the Umayyad Period
in 69 Hijri (Mannan 86-87).

Ibn Khurdadbih’s information can illustrate another point. He points out
that — “the correct form of Rahma (already stated above) is Dharma, which
stands for the first part of the name Dharmapala, and the king referred to
here is Dharmapala who belonged to the Pala dynasty of Bengal and reigned
from AD 769 to AD 801 or AD 815” (Ibn Khurdadbih, Arabic Classical
Accounts 12). If this logic delivers the facts, the Abbasids had good business
ties with the Pala dynasty (‘Pala Dynasty: The Great Patrons of Buddhism
in India’; Chowdhury, Dynastic History of Bengal 250). The coins may have
been found at that time. From this perspective, these coins confirm the
commercial relations of Muslim traders with Bengal since the 8th and 9th
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centuries. They do not confirm the entry of Bengali people into Islam at
large. In the most optimistic view, they show the existence of small Muslim
communities as foreign traders with their native partners.

On the other hand, the founding of a mosque in the Umayyad period proves
that the Arabs and the locals had a relationship from the earlier time of
Islam. Without the help of locals, it would have been impossible for Arabs.
Moreover, the traders may have been amazed by the virtues of Buddhist
Pala, which he treated them and never forgot. That is why they might be
called this tile Diyar ar-Rahmi (The land of Dharma).

Rumors

Bengal’s history has some common issues regarding spreading Islam over
Bengal. The first one is — one day, an Arab commercial ship was involved
in an accident on the Arakan coast. That is why onboard passengers
petitioned the local ruler Ma-Ba-Toing-Man-Da-Ear for asylum (788-810).
They eventually attained benefits similar to citizenship rights (Karim, “The
Rohingyas” 7). On the one side, Chittagong Port is located right next to
Arakan; if such trade and settlement developed on the Arakan coast after the
accident, it would also apply to Bengal (Chittagong). As a result, it is unfair
to mention Arabs as just existing in Arakan.

Another account follows a similar pattern. In 953, Su-La Teing Sanda-Ya,
a king of the Rohingya, engaged in combat with Surtan, a neighbouring
country. The city of Set-Ta-Going was the scene of this conflict. Haq claims
that the name Surtan'' is derived from the Arabic word “sultan.” In his
view, certain refers to a sultan’s sovereign state. Haq also links the Noakhali
to the coastal region of Chittagong with it (Haq, Purva Pakistane Islam
17; Karim and Haq 3). Besides, he is supported by Ali (37-40). Karim,
however, disagrees with them. He asserts that although it is pretty apparent
that there are Arabs in the Chittagong region, discussing the existence of an
Arab state stirs up apprehension (Karim, Chattogram Islam 16-17). With
Karim, we cannot discuss from a state rather than a foreign Muslim trading
community with their partners from the natives.

Chowdhury urges inversely. He considered that the Arabs only formed
business ties in the eighth century. However, due to Ikhtiyar Uddin
Muhammad'?, Muslims could not settle in Bengal until it was conquered
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by the Khilji Turks (600/1204). On the other hand, Arab geographers Ibn
Khurdadbih, Idrisi, and Merchant Sulayman would have addressed this
subject in their respective works if the Arabs possessed such a settlement
(Chowdhury, Dynastic History of Bengal 248-50). Sharif highlights the
discovery of coinage from the Abbasid Period and the pre-Ikhtiyar Uddin
existence of Muslims throughout Bangladesh. However, he rejects the idea of
states with a sizeable Muslim population or many settlers. These individuals
only provided insights into a few of Bengal’s trading routes. Another reason
is that politically, the title of “sultan” appeared to be used from the early
13th century, not before it (Sharif 78).

After evaluating all available data, it seems clear that Bengali and Arabs’
first interaction happened in the last part of the 7th century. Minimally,
the relationship between the Pala dynasty and the Abbasid from its rising
time proves that. For the influence of Arabs, a state might have been
founded in the late period when small Muslim business communities lived.
Nevertheless, no archaeological evidence had been found.

Islam in Bengal: The Assessments on Land Route and Turks Existence

As mentioned earlier in the text, Bengal Islam spread in two ways, one
of which was the land route. This part can be divided into two aspects.
The first can be the Tibetan tilt via the Silk Route'. The last route is the
northwestern territory of India. The Turks entered Bengal from these
entrance points. Now, we will assess how both routes played a pivotal role
in the Turks’ existence and the emergence of Islam in Bengal.

First, we need to consider the pre-Islamic historical ties of Bengal-Turk
shortly. The Gaudian people (Bengal) confronted primarily Turkish Ak-
Huns in northern India. The Gupta ruler initially halted the Hun influxes.
Abruptly, after that, the Huns, led by Toramana (484-515), launched an
invasion of Guptas India, excluding Bengal (Cohce 983-84; Majumdar
144). During the Western Gokturk rule (582-659), the Turkification
of Afghanistan and North India began after the Ak-Hun state’s defeat.
The Gokturks, who were relatively more tolerant, applied a strategy of
dispatching Turkish tribes to settle and control newly acquired regions. Like
them, the Buddhist Pala dynasty of Bengal later adopted a similar approach,
establishing multifaceted relations with Central Asian Turks (Ogel 59). In
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this sense, the north-eastern India origin Buddhism spread in Turkistan. As
cited in Periplus of the Erythraean Sea,

...to the north, the great missionary movement through Turkestan
and China had only just begun, while the race migration from the
Himalayas into Burma and Indo-China, which made that kingdom
a bulwark of Buddhism in the Middle Ages (Periplus of the Erythracan
Sea 235).

The Tibetan overland route and its populaces will come first in our
investigation to deliberate the Buddhist links to Central Asia. So, it can
be delivered that Bengal had an earlier connection with the Tibetan
Turks (Eastern Turks). Before pre-Ikhtiyar’s military maneuver to Tibbet
(1206), most of its inhabitants were Turks. According to 7abakat-i Nasiri,
in the mountainous regions situated between Tibet and the territory of
Lakhanawat (Bengal), there are three distinct ethnic groups: the Kunch, the
Mej (also known as Meg), and the Tiharu. Interestingly, all of these groups
share physical features reminiscent of Turkic people. Furthermore, they also
speak a unique language that falls somewhere between Hind (likely referring
to the languages of the Indian subcontinent) and Turkic (Saraj 560). The
historian Masudi asserts the same argument in his great work (Masudi 41,

57-59).

With mutual understanding, the neighbouring Indians imported affordable
horses from Central Asia and Afghanistan via Tibet. To a lesser extent, they
also acquired lower-quality horses from regions situated to the northeast,
possibly from areas beyond the mountains into Bengal. These horses became
called Turki or Tatari horses (Wink 85). In the later period (13th century),
the Sena capital of Lakhanawati regularly received approximately fifteen
hundred horses for trading. This indicates the persistence of the same trade
route, spanning from Bihar through Bengal to Tibet and onwards to China
(Dowson 311-12). This strongly implies that Muslim horse traders (from
Central Asia) were well-established in Bengal even before the conquest

(Siddique 11).

Indian sources also refer to early interactions between (Turkish) Muslims
and Bengal. An inscription attributed to (Buddhist) Ratnapala, dating back
to the 9th or 10th century, mentions “Tajiks,” which appears to reference
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the Tajiks of Central Asia. The famous Tajik Horses might indicate this.
Chinese sources also utilized the Chinese version of this term, “Ta-shih,” to
describe Muslims, and it seems that the exact meaning was applied to this

term in the Indian inscription (Siddique 11; Shaw 116).

The trade relationship was not only limited to horses; elephants also came
across the topic. As mentioned earlier in the text, Bengal, especially Rahmi,
was known for its influence on elephants. It is noteworthy to state that the
Ghaznavids Turks seized elephants as spoils during the incursions in India
automatically became the property of the sultan, which amounted to one-
fifth of the total spoils (Wink 101-02; Haig 19-20; Saluk 97-98). Here, it
can be inferred that the Central Asian Turks imported the elephants from
Lakhanawati.

Like Arabs, the Sufis, with trading groups, came to Bengal from Central
Asia. This linkage might be created when Indians, along with Turks, Tajiks,
and Mongols, are listed as guests in a Bukharan khanaqgah, or Sufi hostel,
during the medieval trade period along the Indo-Turonian caravan routes
(Levi 91). So, the Sufis like Shaikh Abbas bin Hamza Nishapuri (d. 900),
Shaikh Ahmad b. Muhammad (d. 952), Shaikh Ismail b. Najd Nishapuri
(d. 975) and Shaikh Ibrahim Turki (d. 1169) might have come to Bengal
with the Silk Route traders to preach Islam in an earlier era of Bengal (Ismail
35). Thanks to the Turkic Sufis’ peaceful missionary activities, “Islam has
gained its greatest and most lasting missionary triumphs in times and places

in which its political power has been weakest, as in Southern India and
Eastern Bengal” (Arnold 263).

Moreover, researcher Ongéren explains the cited Sufi names as follows: in
Central Asia, Turkish Sufis were addressed as Shaikh until the 12th century
(Ongoren 52). The prefix-suffixes of their names also prove it. On the other
hand, Shaikh ruled khanqahs after the 10th century. Sufi khanqahs were
established in significant cities such as Basra, Baghdad, Nishapur, Rey,
Bukhara, Samarkand, and Balkh (Uludag 42-43). By this time, this religious
culture had reached the Bengal region.

Secondly, the subsequent three phases are related to initially introducing
Islam by land from the north-western border of India. These are — 1)
Muhammad bin Kasim’s (d. 96/715) conquest of Sind and Multan (today’s
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Pakistan). The phenomenon impacted the Arabian Sea coast but was
unrelated to Bengal. 2) Sultan Mahmud Ghaznavi’s (d. 421/1030) invasion
of Indian territories and its lasting repercussions. While it did not directly
impact Bengal, it did instil a sense of fear regarding the Turks among the
rulers and inhabitants of eastern India. 3) Muhammad Ghori’s (d. 1206)
foundation of the Turkish sultanate in India (Rahman 426).

To continue on point two, under Sultan Mahmud, Kanoj (part of Bengal,
ruled by the Buddhist Pala dynasty) was first occupied by a Turkish hero.
Mahmud plundered and destroyed Kanoj in 1017 AD., then a new city,
Bari, was founded afterwards (Sachau XLV). After the Sultan Mahmud
and his dynasty, the influence of Islam expanded extensively. Following
the conquest of regions such as Sind, Hindustan, Rajputana, Gujarat, and
Bundelkhand, the territories of Bihar and Bengal were also brought under
the sway of Islam (Titus 6; Elphinstone 611-12).

How was Bengal connected to the Turks after Sultan Mahmud until Islam
officially entered the region? Richard Eaton’s remark is more fit than any
others. He conveys that Bengal’s initial significant interactions with Islamic
civilization occurred within geopolitical turmoil. This turmoil led to the
migration of numerous Turkish-speaking groups from Central Asia to
regions like the Iranian plateau and India. These Turks, whether as military
enslaved people, adventurers, or refugees fleeing from the Mongol expansion,
found their way not only to established Islamic centres like Baghdad, Cairo,
and Samarkand but also to its peripheries, including Bengal. Often, these
immigrant groups were led by individuals known as “alp” or “alp-eren,” who
were seen as heroic figures in old Turkic tales — warrior-adventurers whose
extraordinary feats justified their way of life (Eaton 71).

The third issue was crucial in Islam’s emergence in Bengal, though it had
come late rather than the stated factors. It was directly impacted by the
conquering of Bengal (1204) and was accomplished thanks to Ikhtiyar
Uddin Muhammad b. Bakhtiyar Khilji. The conquering of Bengal marked
the start of the termination, yet it ushered in a fresh era for Bengal. In
terms of politics, it sowed the initial elements of Muslim governance in the
region. On a societal level, it introduced the region to migrating individuals
from various parts of the Muslim world, consequently influencing Bengal’s
society and culture (Sarkar 2).
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As mentioned in this section, between the 9"-10" centuries, Sufi dervishes
first spread Islam by travelling from Bukhara, Samarkand, Iran, and the
Arab world (Ismail 35). Those Sufis mentioned above probably made their
residences in Rangpur and the nearby cities. It is possible to move towards
these places when they arrive by land from the north. However, Chowdhury
confirms this differently. He assures the existence of any Muslim Sufis in the
Bengal region before the conquest of Ikhtiyar Uddin. Before the reign of
Ikhtiyar Uddin, there were numerous khanqahs in those areas (Chowdhury,
Dynastic History of Bengal 251). The Sufis, who came from Central Asia,
only understood khangah customs. However, as mentioned above, a mosque
from the Umayyad era was founded in Rangpur, dating back to 69/688,
though it is controversial. Therefore, a ruined wall of it has just been found.
So, it should be said that the Islamic movement in the area started in full
swing before the mosque was constructed.

Besides, the khangah activities of Turkic Sufis and the demonstration of
religious performance persuaded the locals to convert to Islam. The following
Sufis are frequently listed in Bengali literature (Rashid 1-100; Sachse 150-
76; Haq, Bonge Sufi Proveb 73-74, 95-98):

Baba Adam Shahid

Shah Mohammad Sultan Rumi

Shah Sultan Mahi Sawar

Makhdum Shah

Makhdum Shah Mahmud Ghaznavi

Shaikh Fariduddin Sakarganj

Sultan Bayzid Bostami

NSO L=

The other Turk Sufis did the same when evangelizing Islam. Some of them
inherited Sufi Turugs from Central Asia. However, when they came to Bengal,
they largely engaged in combat with the native Hindu king. Slaughtering
cows is one of the forbidden acts in the Hindu religion. Moreover, some
Hindu kings did not tolerate the settlement of Sufis in their land. These
issues occasionally sparked hostilities (Sharif 73-74). Despite the hostilities,
the “Muhammedan proselytization of India did not begin with coercion
and bloodshed; saints made the first conversions (Rahman 432)”.
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Sharif’s evaluation of these Sufi dervishes seems accurate. He claims that
even though cow slaughter was prohibited, these Sufi dervishes completely
disregarded the law. Warfare started as a result. Additionally, concerns like
emulating the Sufi miracles and people accepting Islam because of being
affected by them need to be examined and explored. By presenting some
important issues to the kings, these Sufis were permitted to enter such lands.
These variables are related to their homelands™ social standings and other
political pressures (Sharif 82). All these scenarios in this segment expose
that the Turks had existed in Bengal before Islam. Nevertheless, later, they
participated in Islamic activities like Arabs in Bengal due to their acceptance
of Islam at a greater rate in the late 11* century.

Conclusion

It is necessary to evaluate that Islam was introduced to the Bengal region
by sea instead of land if Muslim-Arab contacts occurred at the start of the
eighth century and not during the early conversions. Additionally, it is vital
to give the claims made by historians who research how Islam conquered the
region a more objective base and scholarly contribution.

While there are disagreements on Bengal’s Islamization, Turk Sufi dervishes
and the merchants from Arabs made significant contributions that should
never be overlooked. Although khanqgahs (Sufi lodges) were not widespread
in the early days of Islam, Sufis might have received support from merchants
for accommodation. Through this support, they tried to spread the message
of Islam among the local population. However, accurately measuring the
activities of Arabs and Turkish Sufis in the Islamization of Bengal during
these early times is challenging. There is clear evidence of such activities
outside our topic in later periods.

Despite this, they have played a significant role in fundamentally altering
societal beliefs; even though they were there for business, they paid close
attention to religious instruction, preaching, and other associated activities
to promote and advance Islam. Additionally, they strove to raise society’s
moral standards and promote Islam among individuals. These initial
procedures aimed to build political and social infrastructure for Bengal
Muslims. Additionally, it served as the foundation for Bengal’s Islamic
history.
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Finally, putting aside the disputes over how Islam spread throughout the

Bengal region, it would be more accurate to concentrate on how much

Islam impacted Bengal society and whether the locals could achieve the

structure Islam had in mind after converting.
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Notes

1

[N}

Find the details from (Karim, Corpus of the Muslim Coins; Karim, Banglar
Itihas-Sultani; Karim, Social History) and Rahim’s (Rahim 2008).

Consider (Haq, A History of Sufism).

A well-written account of him is the (Chowdhury, Dynastic History of Bengal).
The first Turkish dynasty to conduct expeditions as far as Asam in northern India
was the Khilji's. Muhammad Bakhtiyar, the dynasty’s founder, was originally
from the Khilji’s, a nation living in Garamsir, Afghanistan, between Sistan and
Ghazni (Ozcan 503-04).

These are mentioned hers in his works: Sulayman, Silsila-ut Tawarikh; Ibn
Khurdadbih, Kizab ul-Masalik; Masudi, Muruj adh-Dhabab.

Kamrun or Kamrut may be a corrupted version of Kamrup. Kamrup is in Asam
(an Indian province). Wood was produced there. It took fifteen days to ship it
to Chittagong. See (Ibn Khurdadbih, Kitab-Ul-Masalik 63-64; Rahim 27).
Rahmi, Rajmi, or Raham are the progenitors of the word Ruhmi. Some scholars
claim it started circulating in people’s mouths after the 16th century; it was
identified as Ramu. On the other hand, Ramu is currently a Bangladesh district
situated along the Myanmar-Bangladesh border. While exploring the Bengal
Region, Relof Fitch also recorded words like Recon (Arakan) and Reme (Ramu)
(1585-86). Due to its location on the seaside, Arab traders were also familiar
with it. See (N. Islam 264-75; Rahim 29; Ibn Khurdadbih, Kitab-Ul-Masalik
Wal-Mamalik 65; Dadan and Fuad 185-87).

Hoduvala criticized the knowledge of others, such as Masudi and Sulayman, in
his work.

The designation of “Sadkawan” as a location is up for question. However, Ibn
Batuta’s use of the term “Gangetic coast” by the Arabs or Sudkawan (Satgaon/
Satigam is also its source) informs us that there was a sizable metropolis on
the Bahr-i A’zam coast (Indian Ocean). The saying that the Hindu-frequented
Ganges and Jamuna Rivers merge here and then into the sea identifies the
location. As a result, we can refer to Sadkawan as the modern Chittagong.
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10 They were both from Europe. The words they noted about Bengal are essential
for its history.

11 This means the war will not be held.

12 He was the first Islamic commander and conqueror to enter the Bengal territory
by land (Ozcan 503-04; Fuad, “Tiirk Komutani” 474).

13 The Silk Road network is generally thought of as stretching from an eastern
terminus at the ancient Chinese capital city of Chang’an (now Xi'an) to
westward endpoints at Byzantium (Constantinople), Antioch, Damascus, and
other Middle Eastern cities (Mugi 10-20).
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Adana’nin Kozan (Sis) ilgesinde, kale yikintilar1 ierisinde farkl:
derinliklerde, yiizlerce sikkenin i¢inde yer alan fels, diinya
literatiiriinde su ana kadar bulunabilen tek drnektir. Sikke,
Mastr tarihi agisindan genel hatlari ile bilinen ama tam olarak
aydinlatulamayan, karanlik bir dénemin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi
agisindan biiyiikk 6neme sahiptir. Tiirk kékenli Belhli valiler,
bagimsizlik i¢in savagmis, bazilari tam bagimsiz bazilar ise
yari bagimsiz olarak hanedanliklarint Misirda tesis etmislerdir.
Ozellikle es-Sar1 b. el-Hakem ibn Yusiif el-Belhi'ye ait olan bakir
sikke, bu dénemin detaylarinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasint saglamustir.
Diger dinarlar, akademisyenler ve meskakat otoriteleri arasinda
bagimsizlik siiphesini olustursa da kesin hiikiim verilememistir.
Cok sayida farkli isimli-mahlash Belhi valiye ait dinar bulunmus
ama tam bagimsizlik girisiminin es-Sar1 b. el-Hakem ibn Yustf
el-Belhi doneminde basariya ulagtig anlagilmigtir.

Kozan bélgesinin ii¢ yiiz yildan fazla, Arap ordular: ile Bizans
ordulart arasinda carpisma alani oldugunu, kazi sirasinda bulunan

diger sikke 6rnekleri ispatlamaktadir. Sikke stili, kompozisyonu,
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agirhigy, tzerindeki kufi yazisi ve diger 6zellikleri ile Fustat-
Misir darbli oldugunu, tipolojik 6zellikleriyle agik¢a ortaya
koymaktadir. Dénemin olaylari, niimismatik veriler 1s1ginda
degerlendirilmis, kisa bir siire sonra kurulacak olan Tolunogullar:
Devleti’nin énciilerinin (Belhlilerin) Misirda elli bir y1l 6nce

bagimsizliklarini ilan ectikleri goriilmiistiir.

Anahtar Sozciikler
Belhliler, Sarilar, Mistr, Fels, Tolunogullari, Kozan-Sis.
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Evaluation of the Unique Fels Belonging

to the Sari Kipchak of Balkh as an

Evidence of Independence’
Mustafa Kalkan™
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Abstract

The fels, which was found among hundreds of coins at different
depths in the ruins of the castle in Kozan (Sis) district of Adana, is
the only example found so far. The coin is of great importance in
terms of revealing a dark period, which is known in general terms
yet not elucidated in detail in the history of Egypt. The Turkish-
origin governors from Balkh fought for their independence,
some establishing their dynasties in Egypt as fully independent
and others as semi-independent. Especially the copper coin
belonging to al-Sari b. al-Hakem ibn Yusuf al-Belhi helped to
reveal the details of this period. Although other dinars created
doubts about independence among academics and numismatic
authorities, no definitive verdict could have been reached. Many
dinars belonging to the different governors who bore the name
“Belhi” were found, but it was understood that the attempt for
full independence was successful during the reign of al-Sari b. al-
Hakem ibn Yusuf al-Belhi. Other coin samples found during the
excavation prove that the Kozan region has been a battleground
between the Arab and the Byzantine armies for more than three

hundred years. The coin style, composition, weight, kufic script
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and other features clearly indicate that it is Fustat-Egyptian
minted, with its typological features. The events of the period
were evaluated in the light of numismatic data, and it was seen
that the pioneers of the Tulunid State (Belhlis), which would be
established shortly thereafter, had declared their independence in
Egypt fifty-one years prior.

Keywords
Belhlis, Sari, Egypt, Fels, Tulunids, Kozan-Sis.
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Giris

Uzerindearastirmayapilan sikke, diinyanin en biiyiik sikke veri tabanlarindan
biri olan Zeno’ya 247458 numarastyla kaydedilmis ama yayinlanmadig;
icin olgiileri verilmemistir, Adananin Kozan (Sis) il¢esinde kale yikintilari
arasinda bulunmugtur. Osmanli Devleti déneminde Irak’tan gelerek,
Kozandaki Tirkmenlerden kiicitkbas hayvan alan tiiccar Abdiissamed
et-Tikritl tarafindan satin alinarak, ¢ok sayida sikke ile birlikte tilkesine
gottiriilmiistiir. Sikkeler 6limiinden sonra ogluna kalmistir. 1965, Tikrit
dogumlu olan Abdiilbésit isimli sahis, onun ogludur ve Tikriti ailesinden
Arap kokenli bir genctir. Yonetici ailelerinden birine mensup olmasi
sebebiyle Baas Partisi adina, on sekiz yasinda Iran-Irak Savasr'na (1980-
1988) katllmis ve bes yil carpismalarda yer almistir. Sikke, daha sonra diger
sikkelerle birlikte Saddam Hiiseyin déneminde Bagdat'a gotiirilmiistiir
(Bekmist).

ABD-Irak Savag'nin 2003 yilinda sona ermesinden dolayi tilkesinden ayrilan
Abdiilbasit et-Tikritl, sikkeleri Irak’tan Suriye’ye getirmistir. ABD’nin Irak’s
istila edip ¢ok sayida Tikriti Siilalesi mensubunu idam etmesi sebebiyle
tilkesinden ka¢migtir. 2007 yilinda felse ait teknik 6lgiiler, diger sikkelerin
resimleriyle birlikte Sam'da alinmistir (Bekmist).

Abdiilbasit et-Tikriti ve sikkelere ait verileri bize ulagtiran Bekmisli
boyundan Aslan el-Bekmisi et-Tiirkmeni, Suriye I¢ Savasr'nda (2011) rejim
mubhalifi olarak Tiirkmen ve Arap birlikleri icinde ¢arpigirken oldiirtlmisgtiir
(Yalaz 61). Mevcut sikke, hélihazirda Suriyede Dera ve Humus sehirlerinde
yasayan akrabalarindadir. Catugmalarin bu bolgelerde yogun bir sekilde
devam ediyor olmasi sebebiyle, Suriye’ye bir daha girilememistir.

Uzerinde calisilan sikkeye, Sis-Kozan sinirlari icerisinde yiiksek bir bolgede,
iki metre derinlikte kale igindeki ev yerlesiminde, askeri malzemeler arasinda
ulagilmistir. Abdiilbasit b. Abdiissamed et-Tikriti, bu bilgileri babasindan
almustur.

Kozan, Emeviler déneminde Suglir ve Avasim bélgelerinde insa edilen,
adi bilinmeyen askeri yerlesimlerden-kalelerden biridir ve sinira yakindir.
Uzun siiren seferler sebebiyle, bolgede kalan askeri birliklerin ihtiyaglarini
karsilamak amaciyla, kalelerin etrafinda ya da dis kalede kiigiik yerlesimler
insa edilmigtir. Zamanla inga edilen ekmek firinlarinin yani sira atlarin eger
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takimlarinin yapildigi ditkkanlar, demircilerin imal ettikleri silahlar, deri
ustalarinin diktigi sadak, deri matara, carik, vd. esyalarin bulundugu yerler,
her tiirlii malzemenin sauldig kiigiik carsilara doniismiistiir. Insa edilen
kale ve kiiciik yerlesimler, daha sonra Abbésiler doneminde de kullanilmus,
zamanla i¢ ve dis kalede yer alan cargilar, biiyiiyerek sehir yerlesimi haline
gelmistir.

Emeviler zamaninda Miisliman Araplar, Avasim bélgelerine yerleserek,
Rumlarin terk ettikleri gehirleri tahkim etmislerdir. Tarstis, Adana, Maras
ve Malatya bu sehirlerdendir. Sehirler, askeri yollarin birlestigi noktalarda
ve dag gecitlerinin girisindedir. Stratejik mevkiler, kale ve burglarla takviye
edilmigtir. Abbésilere kadar Suriyede bes askeri mintuka teskil edilerek,
en kuzeyindeki Kinnesrin'e baglanmistir. Ermeniye Eyaleti, Kuzey-Dogu
Anadoluda ve Giiney Kafkasya'nin biiyiik boliimiinde kurulmustur. Avasim
Anadolu’yu, Ermeniye mintikasi ise Ermeni bolgelerini askeri agidan ele
gecirmek icin tesis edilmistir (Aydogan 43).

Suglir ve Avasim hakkinda, dénemin birinci elden kaynaklari tarafindan
detayl: bilgiler verilmistir. “el-AvAsim: HarGniirresid tarafindan 170/786-
7 yilinda el-Cezire ve Haleb’in 25 km. giineybatisinda Kinnesrin'den ayri
olarak olusturulan sinir sehirlerine denilir” (Zeydan 285). Sugfir veya Suglr
el-Islam ise Bizans sinirina en yakin kuzey-kuzeydogudaki miistahkem kale
ve sehirlerdir. Bu Sugr bolgesi, X. asrin ortasinda Akdeniz sahilindeki
Avlastan baglayip Tarstis, Adana, Misis, Zapatra, Maras, Malatya ve Hisn-1
Manstra ulasir (Avar 473). Firat Nehri iizerinden hareketle Samsat’i-
Sumaysat’t ve Firat’'in bat sahilini takip ederek Balisi i¢ine alir. Bu b6lgenin
biri Suriye’ye, digeri de Irak’a ait olmak tizere iki kistmdan olusur.

G. Aydogan’in tespitlerine gore; “Birincisi Maragla birlikte Suriye-Kilikya
arasindaki mithim gegitleri i¢ine alan miistahkem kusagin biitiin bat
kisminy, ikincisi ise Marag'in dogusundaki hat tizerinde bulunan mevkileri
ihtiva etmektedir. Bunlardan birincisinin merkezi Tarslis, otekinin ise
Malatyadir. Daha 6nemli olan Tarstis Kinnesrin'e, Malatya da el-Cezire
(Harran) eyaletine baglanmustir” (Aydogan 58). Tarstis Suglru, Bizans ile
Kilikya, Malatya Sugfiru ise Ceyhan ile Firat nehirleri arasindaki eyaletlere
kars1 faaliyet gostermistir.
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Harita 1. Kozan sehrinin (kirmizi elipsle isaretlenen) fiziki konumu ve
Suriye siniria yakinligini gosteren ticboyutlu google earth pro uydu
gortntiisti (Google Earth).

Romalilar, Kozan-Sision-Siski sehrine Flavias-Flaviopolis adint vermislerdir.
Tiirkler ise bu sehir i¢in Kipgak lehgesinde Kuyan-Kozan yaban tavsant
anlamina gelen ad1 kullanmiglardir. Kozan, Aladaglar, Bolkar ve Amanoslarin
dag kirkalari-silsileleri ile ¢evrili olan ve Toroslarin baglangicinin yamacinda,
bolgeye hakim bir mevkide Yukari Ova'nin tepelik bolgeye gecis yapug,
yakininda su kaynaklart bulunan bir yerlesim yeridir (Sayar ve Konyar 37-
38).

Arap ordular;, Haleb sehrine ¢ok yakin olan bu bélgeyi askeri istihkim
sahasi héline getirmigtir. Kozan Kalesi, Cukurova bélgesinin en yiiksek
kalesi olarak kabul edilmektedir (Balciogullari 10). Bu sebeplere binaen,
askeri harekat noktalari esas alinarak, sehirde erzak, silah yiginagi yapilmug ve
asker sevkiyatt buradan yonlendirilmistir. Roma ordusuna karst Anadoluda
devam ettirilen seferlerde Pozanti (Pendosis), Ulukisla (Faustina), Nigde
(Nikitus), Kayseri (Kaisareia) ve Nevsehir (Neapolis) hattr kullanirken,
Kozan kalabalik bir askeri iis haline déniistiiriilmiistiir. Islam ordularinin ic
bolgedeki ilk askeri kararghi ve ilerleme noktasidur.

Misir’in Fethi ve Valileri

Misir, Hz. Omer doneminde Islam ordulart komutani Amr b. el-As
tarafindan 18-20/640 yilinda fethedilmis ve Amr, Misira vali olarak
atanmustr (Ibn Abdilhakem 85). Zor bir cografya olmasina ragmen bu
dénemde Misir'in Islamlastirilmast igin 6nemli calismalar yapilmistir
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(Ebirl-Fida 105). Hz. Osman déneminde gorevden alinan Amr’in yerine
vali olarak Abdullah b. S2d atanmistir (Ibn Abdilhakem 155). Basarisiz olan
hatta isyanlara sebebiyet veren Sad’in iizerine Muaviye tarafindan Amr b.
el-As gonderilmis ve sehir tekrar ele gegirilerek, vali 6ldiirilmiistiir (Halife
Hayyat 121-2). Araplarin Kiptilere karsi olan sert tutumlari ve Emevilere
odedikleri agir vergiler, siirekli isyanlarin ¢ikmasina sebep olmugtur (Takkus
223; Edhem 39). Misir, Emeviler déneminde huzur bulamamis, son Emevi
halifesi, Abbasi isyancilarindan kacarken Misirda Busir Koyi'nde 749-50
yilinda yakalanarak dldiiriilmiistiir (Bozkurt 461-2; ibn Abdilhakim 191;
Dineveri 424).

Abbasiler, Emeviler doneminde oldugu gibi tilkelerini eyaletlere ayirarak,
yonetimlerine birer vali atamiglardir. Emiri'l-imard dedikleri bu valilere,
biiyiik yetkiler vererek, bélgeleri bu sekilde kontrol altinda tutmaya
caligmiglardir. Bazen vali atandigi eyalete gitmemis, yerine birini vekil
birakmig bazen de vergi toplama, ¢ikan isyanlar1 bastirma gibi sebeplere bagli
olarak yodnettigi eyalete gitmek zorunda kalmisur. Valiler, agirlikli olarak
Abbasi Hanedant mensuplari ya da savaslarda bagart elde eden iist diizey
yoneticiler arasindan segilerek atanmuglardir. Kabile ve kan bag: iliskileri
sebebiyle, biiyiik devlet olma siirecine daha girememis olan Abbésiler i¢in
bu normal bir uygulamadir.

Tarsts, Suglr ve Avasim olmast sebebiyle, bu bolgede Abbasiler tarafindan
tayin edilmis olan ordu komutanlart ve 6nemli devlet adamlarinin yasadig:
bir sehirdir (Gékhan 203). Bunlarin arasinda Ttrkler say1 itibariyle fazladir ve
genellikle ordu komutani riitbesine sahip tist diizey askeri gorevlilerdir. Kozan,
ayni1 dénemde Tarsiis askeri valiligine baglidir. Tiirk asilli komutanlarindan
Eba Siileym Ferecil-Hadim et-Tiirki zirveye tirmananlar arasindadir.
Ferecir]-Hadim, 171/787 yilinda Tarstis’u tahkim ile gorevlendirilmis olup,
sehri askeri garnizon haline getirmistir. Bizanslhilara kargi buraya 3.000
civarinda asker yerlestirmistir. Bunlar Ferec’in sahsina bagli olan Turk asilli
askerlerdir (Gordon 466-493). Ayni donemde HarGniirresid’in hizmetine
girmis bir Tiirk daha vardir. Kendisinden Hakan veya Hadimiir-resid adiyla
bahsedilen kisidir ve Tarstista gorev yapmustir. Tarsis’a 4mil ve garnizon
komutan: olarak tayin edilmis akabinde oraya yerlesmistir (Aydogan 55).
Bolge, Abbésiler tarafindan hem Sugiir ve Avisim sahasina doniistiiriilmiis
hem de Misir icin asker tedarik iissii olarak kullanilmistir.
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Abbaésiler doneminde, Misir’a Salih b. Ali vali olarak atanmus, Kipti isyanlart
dinmek bilmemis, o ve sonraki valiler doneminde alinan agir vergiler ve
askeri miidahaleler sebebiyle, tilkede kargasa bir tiirlii sona ermemistir.
Héardaniirresid’in 6limiinden sonra ogullari Emin ile Memn'un taht
miicadeleleri sebebiyle, Misir yine kargasa i¢inde kalmigtir. Emin’in (193-
198/809-813) doéneminde ¢ikan olaylara giiclii bir sekilde miidahale
edilememistir (Makdisi 110; Ya'k(ibi 448).

Abbési Devleti goriiniir zenginligine ragmen, yirmi yil siirecek olan
ic cekismeler sebebiyle, bir duraksama donemine girmisti. Me'miin,
kardesi Emin'in uygulamalarindan dolayr onunla irtibatt kesmis ve
darbettirdigi sikkelerde adini zikretmemistir (Rebah 231-239). Hatta
darbedilen sikkelerden de adini sildirdigi séylenir fakat heniiz bu 6rneklerle
kargilagilamamisur (Suytti 305; Zeki 92).

Tahir b. Hiiseyin, taht miicadelesi sirasinda Emin’in ordu komutani Ali b.
[s&’y1agir bir yenilgiye ugratmis ve 6ldiirmiistiir. On bes aylik bir kusatmadan
sonra harap olan Bagdat’a 198/813-4 tarihinde girmistir (Giizel 18). Bircok
ordu komutani ve tst diizey devlet adami, 6nceden Me'm@n'un yanina
ka¢mis ya da Tahir’in birliklerine katulmistir.

Emin, Bagdattan kagarak el-Manstir sehrine siginmistir. Tahir, Dicle’nin
bat sahillerini ele gecirmistir (Brockelmann 100). Sarayda mahsur kalan
Emin oldiiriilmekten korktugu icin nefret ettigi mevali Tahire degil de
aslen Arap olan Herseme b. A'yen’e teslim olmaya karar vermistir. Haberi
alan Herseme, 24-25 Muharrem 198/24-25 Eyliil 813 tarihinde halifeyi
teslim almisur. Herseme, basarilariyla donemine miihriint vuran bir
komutandir. Asagida yer alan dirhem, 1 numarali resim ve Zeno'ya ait olan
282003/53414 numarali sikkeler, Herseme b. A’yen adina kestirilen giimiis
paralardir.
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Resim 1. C.:22.1x22 mm, A.:2.827 gr. AR. RR. Dirhem

Herseme b. A'yen’e ait dirhem, ayni kale kalintilari iginde bulunmustur. On
yuziinde “kelime-i tevhid, bismillah, duribe haza ed-dirhem bi-Medinet-i
Isbahan (Isfahan) senet sitte ve tisaun ve mia” yazilidir. 196/811-2 tarihlidir,
arka yiiziinde Allah, “Muhammed restlallah, erselehu bi’l-hiida ve dini’l
hakk: li-yuzhirehu aled dini killihi ve lev kerihel miigrikun” yazilidir.
Dirhemin tizerinde Herseme (Harthama) b. A'yen’in adi zikredilmektedir.
Basarili olmasina ragmen Halife Me'min tarafindan idam ettirilmistir (Zeki
90-1). Kozan schrinde kale kalinusi icinde 190-220/806-835’li yillara
ait yiiziin tzerinde dirhem ve fels de ele gegirilmistir. 169/785-6 tarihli
cok nadir bir glimiis ile bir bakir sikke, Zenoda 300980/299922 kod
numarastyla kayitlidir.

Kazi sirasinda ele gegirilen paralarin, askerlere verilecek maas ya da kale
komutaninin harcamalar i¢in sakladig1 sikkeler oldugu diistintilmektedir.
Ayni halife ddnemine ait olmalari ve ayni tarihli 4-5’li gimiis gruplar halinde
bulunmalari sebebiyle, bu diisiince ileri stiriilmiistiir. Bulunan sikkelerin
arasinda, Orta Asya sehirlerinde ve Kafkasyada darbedilen drneklerin gok
saytda olmasi, askerlerin geldikleri yerleri gostermesi agisindan da kayda
degerdir. Elli yillik bir zaman dilimini igine alan paralarin bulunmasi,
kalenin ge¢misini ortaya koymasi noktasinda da 6nem arz etmektedir.

Halife Emin, sandalla nehrin dogu sahiline ge¢cmeye calisirken Tahir'in
adamlarinin saldirisina ugramig, Tahir tarafindan kafasi kesilerek basi,
hilafet alametleriyle birlikte Me'miin’a génderilmistir (Seybani ve Serahsi
105). 198/813-4 senesinde kardesinin oldiiriilmesinden sonra Me’'miin
halife oldugu (Rebah 231-239) sirada Horasan'dadir ve Eba Cafer lakabini

almustir.
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Arap soylu olan ve Halife Emin’i destekleyen kesimin, mevali kargisinda
giicinii kaybetmesi ve Me'miin'un ydnetimi ele gecirmesi, dnemli bir siireg
olarak goriilmektedir. Halifelerin giiclii olduklari dénemlerde (Me’'miin
ve Mu'tasim gibi) bu hissedilmese de 247/861 yilindan itibaren Halife
el-Miitevekkil'in  6ldiiriilmesi ile merkezi yonetimin hizla zayifladig;
anlagilmakrtadir. Valiler, iktidar1 gasbetmeye, agikea itaatsizlik gdstermeye
hatta isyana yonelmislerdir.

Misir’da Belhi-Belhli Siilalesi

Dénemin kaynaklarinda, Misirda Abbad b. Muhammed b. Hayyén el-Belhi
adinda Tiirk soylu bir kisinin ad1 gegmektedir. 196 Receb-198 Safer/811-814
tarihleri arasinda Misir valisidir (Kindi 118-9). Kokeninin mevali (mevla
kinde-kole soyundan-cocugu) seklinde kaydedilmis olmast, valilik gorevine
yiikselene kadar azatli bir kéle oldugunu gostermektedir (Eskin 349).
Me'min'un yonetimi ele gecirmesi tizerine, Abbad b. Muhammed el-
Belhi’nin bélgeye atandigi anlagilmaktadir (Galib 185). 2 numarali resim
ve Zeno'ya 300466/288000 koduyla kayitli olan asagidaki dinar, Abbad b.

Muhammed el-Belhi’nin hikimiyet doneminde kesilmistir.
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Resim 2. C.:18 mm, A.:4.23 gr. AU. S. Dinar

Abbad b. Belhi’ye ait olan dinarin 6n yiiziinde “I4 ilahe illallihu vahdehu
la serike leh, Abbad, Muhammed resiilallah erselehu bil-huda ve dini’l
hakki li-yuzhirehu aled dini kiillihi”, arka yiiziinde “Ii’l halife Muhammed
restilallah, el-Me’min, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar senet seba ve tisain
ve mia” yazilidir. 197/812-3 tarihlidir ve darp yeri yoktur (NumisBids 936-
240).
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Abbésiler doneminde atanan valilerin halka zalimce davranislari ve aldiklart
agir vergiler, bir tiirlii sona ermemistir. Yasanan olaylar sebebiyle iilkede
baglayan kargasa bastirilamamis, otuzu askin sehirde ¢ikan isyani kontrol
etmek imkinsiz hile gelmistir. Giiglii bir komutan-vali atanarak hem
miicadelelerin  sonlandirilmasinin hem de basturilmasinin  hedeflendigi
anlagilmaktadir.

Me'min'un (194-218/809-834) Horasanda bulundugu doénemde, Tiirk
komutanlarla yakin iligkilere sahip olmasi sebebiyle, giivendigi basarili
kisileri, vali ya da ordu komutani riitbesiyle atadig1 gériilmekeedir (Ibn
Havkal 349). Déneme ait olaylar hakkinda bilgi olsa da Tiirk kokenli vali
hakkinda detayli bir bilgi bulunmamaktadir.

Misirda Mudarlilar Emin’i, Yemenliler Me'm@n'u desteklemislerdir. Ayni
tarihlerde Endiilis Emevileri Kurtuba sehrinden 15.000 kisiyi Misir'a
stirgiin etmistir. Bolgeye gelen halkla, yerliler arasinda ¢augmalar baglamig
ve siirgiinler, Iskenderiye sehrini ele gecirmistir. Kiptiler de Arap kabileleri
arasindaki miicadeleye dahil olunca, Misir valisi es-Sar1 b. el-Hakem ibn Yusaf
el-Belhi, olaylara miidahil olmus ve miicadeleyi durdurmaya calismistir. es-
Sari, 200 Ramazan-201/205 Rebiyiilevvel/815-817/820 tarihleri arasinda
Misir’a vali ve mali yonetici (Amil-harag reisi) olarak atanmugstir (Eskin 350).

Ebnaiid-devle'nin (sl sli) tiyesi olan es-Sar;, Abbasi Hanedanr'nin
Ogullar’nin soyundan gelenlere katilan Horasan Araplarinin bir askeridir.
Yine Ehl-i Horasan ya da Ebn4 Ehl-i Horasan, Horasan Halkinin Ogullars,
Abbasi Devleti'nin en 6nemli 6zel-hassa birlikleri olarak kabul edilirdi.
Daha sonra Iranlilar, Mu’tasim déneminde ise Tiirkler, seckin hassa (6zel
mubhafiz ordusu) birlikleri olarak tercih edilmislerdir. el-Kindi’nin verdigi
bilgilere gore; kole-mevali oldugu i¢in Horasanli askeri birliklerle beraber
Misira gelmistir. Ordu komutan: el-Leys el-Fadlan’in riyasetinde siradan
bir asker olarak hizmet vermistir (Kennedy 80).

Misirda 197-200/813-816 yillari arasinda i¢ savag hikiim stirmis ve
Horasandan gelen es-Sari adli valiler, ogullariyla birlikte yaklagik on yil
boyunca iilkenin hakimiyetini ellerinde tutmay1 basarmislardir (Grohmann
2012). Vali es-Sari, Misir’a iki kez vali ve mali sorumlu olarak atanmustir,
ilk atamasinda (Aralik 200'den Ekim 201’e kadar) kisa bir siire Misir'da
kalabilmistir.
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Ikinci kez Misira atanma dénemi ise Mart 817'den Kasim 820’ye kadar
stirmiistiir. Koken olarak Horasan eyaletine bagli olan Belh sehrindendir,
bunun i¢in mahlas olarak Belhi adini kullanmisur. Belki de ilk kez yari
bagimsiz olmayr bagaran kisidir. Belh-Belhi adini tagiyanlar, Abbasiler
déneminde adeta Misir’t yoneten bir hanedana dontigmiislerdir.

Vali es-Sar1, Fustatin kontroliinii saglamak icin yogun ¢aba harcamus,
ozellikle hilafet miicadelesi doneminde Abdiilaziz ile es-Sar1 arasinda amansiz
bir miicadele yasanmugtir. Taraflar arasinda anlasma saglanamayinca Misir’t
paylasma karari alinmigtir. 812-3 yilinda, Abdiilaziz Caravi’ye, (Fustattan
Farama’ya kadar olan bolge), giineyi ise (Fustat'tan Asfan’a kadar olan bélge)
es-Sarr’ya birakilmistir.

200/816 tarihinde Caravi ve Beni Hudayi’nin 6nde gelen kabilelerinin
seckinlerinin saraylart yikilmistir (Kenndy 80-1). Kuzey uzun bir siire
Abdiilazizin oglu Ali'nin hikimiyeti alunda kalmis ve vali olarak gorev
yapmustir. Babasi Abdiilaziz ise 820 yilinda vefat etmis, 822 yilinda da
halife, Halid ibn Yezid es-Seybani’yi gondererek Misir't tekrar ele gecirmeye
calismistr. 821-2 yilinda biitiin destege ragmen Seybini carpismalarda
basart saglayamamis hatta esir diismistiir. es-Sarr’'nin oglu Ubeydullah,
Seybanf’ye soylu bir devlet adami gibi davranarak, istedigi her seyi yerine
getirip onu serbest birakmistir (Bianquis 86-119).

Bu arada firsattan istifade eden Hiirremilerin lideri, 192/808 yilinda
ayaklanmis ve Babek Isyani 201/816 yilinda Azerbaycan-Arran bolgesinde
patlak vermistir (Apak 184-5). Bibek Isyani, yirmi iki yil siirmiis ve
50.000'den fazla insan, isyan sirasinda éldiiriilmiistiir. Vali Sart el-Belhi
kaynaklarin verdigi bilgilere gére, 205/820-1 yilinda vefat etmistir. Kozan'da
bulunan asagidaki fels, Vali Sari el-Belhi tarafindan kestirilen, diinyada
tek 6rnegi olan 3a-b numarali resim ve Zenoda 247458 koduyla yer alan

sikkedir.
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Resim 3a-b. C.:15.5x14.8 mm, A.:2.863 gr. AE. Unik. Fels

Belhli Sarr’ya ait olan felsin 6n yiiziinde “mimma amara bihi, el-emir es-Sari
b. el-Hakem”, arka yiiziinde “Ali Yadi Muhammed b. es-Sar1” yazilidir. es-
Sar1 b. el-Hakem ibn Yustif el-Belhi adini da kullanmugtir. Hakimiyet yillari,
Halife Me’'miin, 194-218/809-834 donemine tekabiil etmektedir. Sar1 el-
Belhi’nin Bagdata vergi gondermedigi ve topladigi vergilerle ordu teskil
etme arayisina yoneldigi diisiiniilmektedir. Islami sikke kesme geleneginde
eger bir devlet vassal-bagimli ise halifenin adin1 6n ya da arka yiize kelime-i
tevhidden sonra alt kisma veya cember formuyla sikkenin etrafini dénecek
sekilde darbettirirdi. Eger halifenin adi sikkenin 6n ya da gelenek dist
basimlarda arka tarafinda yoksa bu bir isyan alaimeti olarak kabul edilirdi.
Ayni zamanda bu, bagimsizlik anlamina da gelirdi ki ortaya konulan fiilin
cezasi da oliimdii. Olaganiistii durumlarda bile, halifenin onay1 alinmadan
sikke kestirilemezdi ancak halifenin adinin zikredilmesi durumunda sikke
kesme izni verilirdi.
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Resim 4. C.:14.9 mm, A.:2.55 gr. AE. Unik. Fels

The Heberden Coin Room University of Oxford. HCR 11594 numarasiyla
son zamanlarda yayinlanan bu sikke, isim itibariyle yukaridaki asil sikkeden
farklidir. Belhli Sarr’ya ait olan felsin 6n yiiziinde “mimma amara bihi, el-
emir es-Sar1 b. el-Hakem Yezid”, dis cercevede “duribe haza el-fels bi-Misr,
arka ytiziinde Ali Yadi Muhammed b. es-Sar1 Ziyad” yazilidir. Okuma hatasi
olabilir ya da Sar1 ailesinden farkli bir valiye aittir. Sikkenin yazi hatt ve
metrik 6lgiileri bityiik oranda benzerlik gostermektedir. Eger her iki sikke
ayni sikke ise yeni isimler ortaya cikarilmis olacak ve sikkeler 5 Nadir

(RRRRR) olarak tanimlanacaktir (7/he Heberden Coin Room 11594).

Bir valinin halifenin adini zikretmeden sikke kestirmesi, tam bagimsizlik
hareketi olarak goriiliirdii ki bu da savag ilani anlamina gelirdi. Ayni zamanda
dénemin vergi verme gelenegi goz oniinde tutuldugunda, kestirilen dinar
ya da dirhem iizerinden verilen ve halife tarafindan yillik olarak belirlenen
miktar, valinin adinin da zikredildigi sikkelerle 6denerek, Abbasi baskentine
gonderilirdi.

Masir tarihin biitiin donemlerinde, zenginligi ve elde ettigi tarim gelirinden
odedigi vergi mikrtariyla, birgok devlet i¢in cazibe merkezi olmaya devam
etmistir (Ibn Havkal 162-3). Valinin kendi adina sikke kestirmesi ancak
bagimsizliginin  halife tarafindan taninmasi ve yiiksek mikearda vergi
odenmesi sartiyla da kabul edilmis olabilirdi. Dénemin kaynaklari es-
Sart b. el-Hakem ibn Yustf el-Belhi'nin bagimsizligint ilan ettigine dair
bilgi vermemektedir. Ayni kaynaklar, bu tarihlerde halife adaylart Emin
ile Meman arasindaki i¢ miicadelelere doniik olarak bilgi verdikleri icin,
stirekli kargasa halinde olan Misir ile ilgilenmedikleri ve olaylar1 kayda
gecirmedikleri diisiiniilebilir.
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[lging olan nokta ise, Misirda bagimsizligini ilan eden ya da Abbasilere vergi
vermeyen bir valinin kestirdigi sikkenin Kozan-Sis sehrinde bulunmasidir.
Suglir-Avasim sehirlerine (Sis-Kozan) Misir bolgesinden gelen bir asker
tarafindan  getirilmis olabilecegi gibi, es-Sari tarafindan bu bélgeye
diizenlenen bir sefer sirasinda getirilme ya da Sis sehrinde kestirilmis olma
ihtimallerini de diistindiirmektedir. Fakat sikkenin tipolojik ozellikleri,
kalinligi, yazi stili ve tizerindeki kufi yazi tipinin ince detaylari, bu bolgede
kestirilme ihtimalini zayif hale getirmektedir. Ayni déneme ait Misir
(Fustat) darbli sikkelerin ozellikleri, agirliklari, yazi hatlari ve ¢aplarini
iceren detaylar, bu sikke ile birebir 6rtiismektedir. Ayni bolgede diger valiler
tarafindan kestirilen sikkeler, kaba ve merkezdeki sikke darp tekniginden
cok uzak ornekler olarak kabul edilmektedir. Kozan-Tarsts sikkeleri,
metali 6zensiz, sekilsiz tam olarak yuvarlak formda olmayan, kalitesiz
metalden (bronz-bakir, giimiis) kesilmis, yazi hatlart bozuk, olmasi gereken
kalinliktan ince ya da standart dist daha kalin 6zellikler sergilemektedir.
Zikredilen bélgede, yiizlerce Abbast sikkesi bulundugu icin mevcut sikkeler
tizerine detaylt calismalar yiirtitiilerek, sistematik bir sekilde siniflandirma
yapilmustir.

Vali es-Sar’'nin boyle bir sikke kestirmis olmast tam bagimsizlik ya da yari
bagimsizlik anlamina gelmektedir. Kestirilen bakir paranin tizerinde halifenin
adina yer verilmemis olmasi, bu bagimsizlik siirecinin 8 yil kadar (197-
205) devam ettigini gostermektedir. Bu da elimizdeki felsin ilk dsnemlerde
kestirildigini ve Abbasi Devleti ile olan bagin tamamen koptugu bir zaman
diliminin yasandigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bakir sikkenin {izerinde tarih
olmamasi da karsimiza ¢ikan bagka bir zorluktur.

817 yilindan 825 yilina kadar devam eden bu siire, tam bagimsizlik ya da
yart bagimsizlik siireci seklinde kabul gorebilir. 206/821-2 yilina kadar
Halife Memiin'un adinin dinarlarin-felslerin iizerinde bulunmamasi,
bu siipheyi giiclii bir sekilde desteklemektedir. Muhammed es-Sari, 205-
206/820-822 doneminde ise dinarlarin arka yiiziinde Halife Me'm(n’'un
adinin bulunmasi, bu tarihte Abbasilerin Belhi ailesinin hakimiyetine son
verdigini ve baglilik bildirerek, valiliklerini devam ettirebildiklerini ortaya
koymaktadir.

el-Kindi’nin verdigi bilgilere gore el-Mukaffa' nin biyografisinde es-Sar’'nin
Musir tarihi agisindan 6nemli bir figiir oldugu dile getirilmistir. es-Sar1 ve
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ailesinin daha sonra IX. yiizyilda kurulacak olan Tolunogullar1 Hanedani
ile kan bagi vardir (Guest 10). Degerli oryantalist Thierry Bianquis'un
dikkatini ¢eken ama delili (numismatik materyal) bulunamadig: icin
stiphesini dile getirerek, degindigi bir meseledir. Thierry Bianquis, 2 Eylil
2014 yilinda gozlerini yumana kadar, bu sikke bulunmus ama degerli
aragtirmacinin eline ulasmamugstir. Alan otoritesi Bianquis'un 6liimiinden
once resimler eline ulagmis olsaydi, hayati boyunca beyninde bir soru olarak
¢oziim aradig bu mesele, aydinlatlmis olabilirdi. Asagida yer alan, 4, 5, 6,
7 numarali resim, Zenoda 77694 kodlu ve PNA:27-898de kayitlt dinarlar,
Vali es-Sari el-Belhi’ye aittir ve kendi doneminde darbedilmistir.
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Resim 5. C.:17x18 mm, A.:4.21 gr. AU. C. Dinar

Belhli Sarr’ya ait olan dinarin 6n yiiziinde “l4 ilahe illalldhu vahdehu 14
serike leh, es-Sari, Muhammed restilallah erselehu bi’l-huda ve dini’l hakk:
li-yuzhirehu aled dini killihi”, arka ytiziinde “lillah Tahir Muhammed
restlallah, Du’l Riyaseteyn, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar senet mieteyn”
yazilidir (Bid Inside 27-898). 200/815-6 tarihlidir (NumisBids 618-214),
darp yeri Musirdir (acsearch.info 1552). Yiiksek alun ayari ve mitkemmel
isciligi ile dikkat ¢eken bir ornektir. Bolgedeki diger Vali Abdullah b.

Tahir’in ady, sikkenin iizerinde yer almaktadir.
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Resim 6. C.:18 mm, A.:4.23 gr. AU. S. Dinar (Zeno:77694/45505/
LN:16-4401)

Yine Belhli Sari déneminde kesilen dinarin 6n yiiziinde “14 ilahe illallahu
vahdehu 14 serike leh, es-Sari, Muhammed restilallah erselehu bi’l-huda
ve dini’l hakk: li-yuzhirehu aled dini kiillihi”, arka yiiziinde “lillah Tahir
Muhammed restilallah, Dul Riyaseteyn, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar
senet mieteyn ve vahid” yazilidir (Lew Numismatik 16-4401). 201/816-7
tarihlidir (Tiesenhausen 188), darp yeri Misi‘dir (NumisBids 936-247).
Sikkenin yazi hatt ve kompozisyonu mitkemmeldir. Bolgedeki diger Vali
Abdullah b. Tahir’in ad: sikkenin tizerinde yer almaktadir.
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Resim 7. C.: 17.5x18 mm, A.:4.26 gr. AU. C. Dinar
(Zeno:35575/262264/CNG:527-504/ANS:1971.49.217)

Belhli Sarr’ya ait olan dinarin 6n yiiziinde “l4 ilahe illallshu vahdehu 14
serike leh, el-Magrib, Muhammed restilallah erselehu bi’'l-huda ve dini’l
hakki li-yuzhirehu aled dini kiillihi”, arka yiiziinde “lillah Tahir Muhammed
restilallah, es-Sari, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar senet selase ve mieteyn”
yazilidir (American Numismatic Society 1971-49-217).203/818-9 tarihlidir
(Classical Numismatic Group 527-504), darp yeri Misirdir (CoinArchives
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6022028-504; American Numismatic Society 1971-49-217). Bolgedeki diger
Vali Abdullah b. Tahir'in adi, sikkenin {izerinde yer almaktadir.
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Resim 8. C.:18 mm, A.:4.25 gr. AU. C. Dinar (Zeno:45467/LN:17-3504)

Vali Sarr’ya ait olan dinarin 6n yiiziinde “I4 ilahe illallAhu vahdehu 14 serike
leh, el-Magrib, Muhammed restilallah erselehu bi’l-huda ve dini’l hakki
li-yuzhirehu aled dini kiillihi”, arka ytiziinde “lillah Tahir Muhammed
restlallah, es-Sari, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar senet erbaa ve miateyn”
yazilidir. 204/819-20 tarihlidir, darp yeri Misirdir (Galib 188). Bolgedeki
diger Vali Abdullah b. Tahir'in adi, sikkenin {izerinde yer almaktadir.

Yukaridaki sikkelerde adi gegen Abdullah b. Tahir, Halife Me'man'un
en 6nemli komutanlart arasindadir ve kardesi Emin karsisinda kazandig:
zaferleri bu basarili komutana borcludur (Mestidi 332-3). Komutanin
Horasan, Tarstis ve Misirda kazandigi bagarilar sebebiyle, Misir'a vali
olarak atanmasindan dolayi, adinin sikkelerde zikredildigi gériilmekrtedir.
Dénemin kaynaklart durumdan istifade eden Ubeydullah b. Sari b. el-
Hakem b. el-Belhi’nin valilik gdrevini ele gecirdigini ifade etmektedir. Fakat
bu tarihlerde Ebt Nasr b. Sar1 b. el — Hakem b. el-Belhi adli baska bir kisi
(Vali Ubeydullah’in kardesi) daha vardir ki bu kisi 205 Cemaziyelahir-206
Saban/820-822 tarihleri arasinda Misir'a vali olarak atanmistir. Kokeni
mevali (azatl kole) olarak kaydedilmistir bu da valilik gorevine yiikselene

kadar askert bir kéle oldugunu géstermektedir (Eskin 350).

On dort ay boyunca valilik gorevini ifa eden bu kisinin Vali Sar1 el-Belhi’nin
oglu oldugu goriilmekredir. Oliim ya da azledilme sebebiyle valilikten
ayrilmasindan dolayi, diger oglu (Ubeydullah ya da Muhammed) isyan
ederek yonetimi ele gegirmis olmalidir (Oztuna 150). Fakat Ebti Nasr b.
Sar1 b. el-Hakem b. el-Belht'ye ait elimizde sikke 6rnegi mevcut degildir.
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Adina sikke kestirmemesi, Abbasi halifesi Me'miin’'un otoritesini tanidigini
ya da kestirdigi sikkenin az olmast sebebiyle elimize ulasmadigini diistin-
diirmektedir. Bazi kaynaklarda gectigi sekilde adi, Ebti Nasr Muhammed
b. es-Sari el-Belhi seklinde de yazilmis olabilir. Sikkesini bulamadigimiz ki-
sinin Muhammed b. es-Sart ile ayn1 kisi olmast da miimkiindiir. Ayni yil
icinde Misirda bu aileden iki kisi adina sikke kestirilmesi sira dist bir durum
olarak goriilebilir. Kaynaklarda Ebti Nasr Muhammed b. es-Sart el-Belhi
(6.822 yilidir) adi goriiliirken, yalin adiyla Muhammed b. es-Sar’'nin ad:
yoktur. Ayni tarihlerde bir baska Belhli Sar1 olan Muhammed b. es-Sarr’nin
205-206/820-822 tarihinde Magrib yazili sikkeler kestirdigi gorilmektedir.
Bu kisinin de Ubeydullah’in kardesi (Eb&i'n-Nasr b. Sar’'nin diger kardesi)
oldugu belirtilmektedir (Oztuna 150).

Muhammed b. es-Sar’ya ait 205-206/820-2 tarihli iki sikke literatiirde
mevcuttur fakat bu sikkelerin tam anlamiyla kime ait oldugu tespit
edilememisgtir. Ayni sikkenin 205/820-1 tarihli olanlar1 da vardir (NumisBids
936-254). 205/820-1 tarihli sikkede Halife Memtin'un adi yer almazken
Tahir'in adi goriliir ama 206/821 tarihli dinarin tizerine Meman’'un ad:
acik bir sekilde darbedilmistir. Bu tarihte Misirda EbG Nasr b. Sari b. el-
Hakem b. el-Belhi vali olarak hitkiim stirmektedir. Ayni yil yegeni ya da
kardesi oldugunu disindtigiimiiz Ubeydullah b. Sar1 b. el-Hakem b. el-
Belhi, 206/821 yilinin $aban ayinda vali olarak adina sikke kestirmistir.
Sikkelerinde Halife Me'mGn'un adinin yani sira Tahir adinin da ge¢mesi
tereddiide yer birakmayacak bir sekilde Abbési Devleti'ne bagli oldugunu
ortaya koymaktadir.

Sikkelerde adi gegen ordu komutant ve daha sonra da vali olan Abdullah
b. Tahir, 211-3/826-829 tarihleri arasinda Misir't yonetmistir. Abbasilere
bagli olsalar da Misirda 211/826 tarihinden itibaren siyasi ve askeri hayatin
kontroliiniin tamamen Tiirk soylu askerlerin-valilerin elinde oldugu
goriilmektedir (Kenndy 85). Asagida yer alan 8, 9 numarali resimler ve
AHB:18-360 kayitli dinarlar, Muhammed es-Sar1 doneminde kestirilmistir.
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Resim 9. C.:18 mm, A.:4.25 gr. AU. R. Dinar

Muhammed es-Sarr’ya ait olan dinarin 6n yiiziinde “la ilahe illalldhu vahdehu
14 serike leh, el-Magrib, Muhammed restilallah erselehu bi’'l-huda ve dini’l
hakki li-yuzhirehu aled dini kiillihi”, arka ytiziinde “lillah TAhir Muhammed
restilallah, Muhammed es-Sari, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar senet hamse
ve miateyn” yazilidir. 205/820-1 tarihlidir, darb yeri yoktur (Baldwin’s 18-
360). Muhammed es-Sar1, 205-206/820-822 tarihleri arasinda Misir'a
vali olarak atanmis olmalidir (acsearch.info 597475). Bolgedeki diger Vali
Abdullah b. Tahir’in ads, sikkenin tizerinde yer almaktadir.

o el Bad) (g 53¢l Al Al J g dana (s sbuall dana Al dl i Y sas g W) AN
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Resim 10. C.:18 mm, A.:4.25 gr. AU. R. Dinar (Zeno:280050/ME:92-
29/AHB:27-247)

Muhammed es-Sarr’ya ait dinarin 6n yiiziinde “l4 ilahe illalldhu vahdehu
14 serike leh, Muhammed es-Sar1i, Muhammed restlallah erselehu bi’l-huda
ve dini’l hakki li-yuzhirehu aled dini kiillihi”, arka ytiziinde “Ii’l halife
Muhammed restilallah, el-Me'm{in, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar senet
sitte ve miateyn” yazilidir. 206/821-2 tarihlidir (Morton & Eden 2019-
02-92), darp yeri yoktur (NumisBids 2495-29). Bu tarihte Sarilar, askeri
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tistinliiklerini kaybetmis ve Halife Me'miin, Misirda hakimiyetini yeniden
tesis etmistir.

Kisa siire sonra Ubeydullah b. Sar1 b. el-Hakem b. el-Belhi, 206-Saban-211
Rebiyiilevvel/821-827 tarihleri arasinda Misir'a vali olarak atanmistr.
Kokeni mevali (azatli kole) olarak kaydedilmistir (Eskin 350). Misirda
isyanlar ve bazi boélgelerin ele gecirilmesi icin amansiz miicadelelerin
verildigi bir donemde, babasinin 6liimi Gizerine yonetimi ele gecirmistir.
Asagida yer alan 10 numarali resim ve Zeno'ya 76638 koduyla kayitlt olan
dinar, Ubeydullah b. Sar1 ddneminde kestirilmistir.
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Resim 11. C.:18 mm, A.:4.22 gr. AU. S. Dinar

Ubeydullah b. Sarr’'ya ait olan dinarin 6n yiiziinde “1a ilahe illallahu
vahdehu 14 serike leh, Ubeydullah b. es-Sar1, Muhammed restilallah erselehu
bi’'l-huda ve dini’l hakki: li-yuzhirehu aled dini kiillihi”, arka yiiziinde “Ii’l
halife Muhammed restilallah, el-Me’'miin, bismillah duribe haza ed-dinar
senet tisa ve miateyn” yazilidir. 209/824-25 tarihlidir, darp yeri Misir'dir
(Artuk 83-4). Ubeydullah b. Sar1 b. el-Hakem b. el-Belhi, 206-$aban-211
Rebiyiilevvel/821-827 tarihleri arasinda Misira vali olarak atanmigtir
(Bernardi 139). Bu donem, arttk Meman'un Misir'da her ydniiyle kontroli
ele aldigt yillar1 i¢cine almaktadir.

Agabeyi Vali Ebt Nasr tarafindan polis sefi olarak atanmistir. 822 yilinda
agabeyinin vefat tzerine, biat ettirilerek valilik gérevi tevdi edilmistir
(Kennedy 62-85). Misir, farklt bélgelere boliindiigi igin yalnizca baskent
Fustat bolgesi kontroliindedir, Asagi Misir'in biiyiik bolimi Ali ibn
Abdiilaziz el-Caravi’nin hakimiyeti alundadir. Ubeydullah, Misir'in

tamamuint ele gegirmek icin miicadele verirken Abbasi sarayi, tekrar iilkede
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kontrolii saglamanin yollarini aramaya baslamistir. {lk donemlerde Halid ibn
Yezid es-Seybani, Caravi’nin destegini alinca giiglii bir sekilde ilerlemistir.
Bazi bagarilar elde etmesine ragmen daha sonra Caravi, Seybaniden destegini
geri gekmistir, bunun tizerine Ubeydullah vuku bulan askeri ¢carpismada
823 yilinda biiyiik bir zafer kazanmistr (Ya'kbi 555).

Ubeydullah, Seybanfiyi agir yenilgiye ugratuktan sonra, Misir'in biiyiik
boliimiine sahip olan Caravi ile miicadeleye baglamigtir. Her iki bolge valisi de
Halife Me'man'a vergi 6demis ve Bagdat’a tabiiyet arz etmislerdir. Iki rakip,
uygun firsati bulduklarinda sik sik birbirlerine saldirmislardir. Ubeydullah,
Asag1 Misir'a saldirarak ele gecirmis ayrica Mahallat es-Sarkiyun, Tinnis ve
Dimyat sehirlerini de tamamen kontrolii altna almugtir. Caravi yenilince
Kuzey Sina bélgesindeki kasaba ve koylere cekilmistir. Direnisi ¢ole ve
zamana yayan Caravi, Ubeydullah’a tam anlamiyla bir zafer kazanma firsatt
tanimamuistir. Kesin bir zafer kazanamayan Ubeydullah bolgeden cekilince,
Caravi, 825 yilinda eski topraklarina geri dsnmiistiir (Ibn Taghribirdi 181).

Babasinin dliimiinden sonra, Halife Mem@n tarafindan Misir'in valiligi
211-213/826-829 tarihleri arasinda Abdullah b. Tahir'e verilmistir. Vali-
ordu komutan: olan Abdullah, Misirda asayisi sagladigi gibi, Endiiliis
Emevilerinin elindeki Iskenderiye’yi de geri almistir. Abdullah b. Tahir'e
itaat eden Caravi'nin aksine Ubeydullah, Vali Tahir ile siddetli catismalara
girismigtir (Boswort 198-213). Bu arada durumdan istifade ederek,
isyan eden Ubeydullah b. Sarr’yr da agir bir yenilgiye ugraup, kontrolii
tamamen ele gecirmistir. Ubeydullah es-Sar1, Abdullah b. Tahirden caninin
bagislanmasini istedigi icin affedilmistir. Daha sonra 211/826-7 yilinda
Fustatta baris goriismeleri yapilmisur (Guest 27). Ubeydullah es-Sar,
251/865-6 tarihinden oliinceye kadar Misira dénmemis, Irak’in Simerré
sehrinde huzur i¢inde hayatni siirdiirmiistiir (Kennedy 81-2).

Misir’daki Diger Tiirk Valiler

Abdullah b. Tahir, Babek 1syan1n1n ¢tkmast tizerine Misirdan ayrilmus,
bunun tizerine tekrar isyanlar bag gostermistir (Nedim, 1066). Azerbaycan
Valiligine tayin edildigi 213/828 yilinda buradan ayrilinca, bdlgenin
valisi ve Me'mn’'un kardesi olan Mu'tasim yerine vali yardimecisi olarak
biraktgi Umeyr b. Velid ve Isa b. Yezid’e karsi isyanlarin ¢ikmast tizerine
214/829 yilinda yeniden sefer diizenlemek zorunda kalmistir. Babek Isyant,
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Azerbaycandan baglayarak biitiin Kafkasya'y1 saran zorlu bir ayaklanmaya
doniismiistiir. Mu'tasim  biiyiik basarilar elde edip, Bibek Isyanini
bastirmasina ragmen Harici-Sii diinyas: i¢cindeki yankilari sona ermemis,
insanlar Babek'in 6ldiigiine inanmamigslardir (Halife Hayyat 404-5).

Misir, Abdullah b. Téhir tarafindan Abbasilere baglansa da 213/829 yilina
kadar halifenin atadigs valilerin tasarrufuyla yonetilmistir. Bat1 eyaletlerini
yoneten ve siiper vali olarak adlandirilan kisilerin biiyiitk bir kismui Tiirk
soyludur. Valiler elde edilen geliri, Bagdat’a dogrudan gonderirlerdi. Halife
Me'miin'un kardesi olan Mu'tasim (Eba Ishak), Misir'a 829-833 tarihleri
arasinda siiper vali olarak atanmistir (Kennedy 82).

“Halife Me’'mtn, 215/830 yilinda Bizansa karst yapugi ilk seferden
Dimigk’a dondiigi sirada, Misirda kangikliklarin yeniden patlak verdigi
haberini almistir. Bunun {izerine halife, Misir valisi olan kardesinden,
Afsin’i isyanlarin bastirilmasina memur etmesini emretmistir. isyanlar, daha
ziyade Asagi Misirda Berka, el-Besarud, el-Biyame ve el-Huf sehirlerinde
tehlikeli bir hal almistur. 215/830 yili ortalarinda harekete gecen Afsin,
Berka'ya gelerek sehri asilerden kurtarmus, isyancilarin elebast olan Miislim
b. Nasr’1 esir almigtir. Daha sonra Kiptilerin de katilmasiyla sayilari epeyce
cogalan el-Besarud ve el-Huf’un asileri Gizerine ylirtimistiir. Ayni yilin
sonlarina dogru, adi gecen bolgelerde de siiktineti saglayan Afsin, Kahire'ye
dénmiistiir” (Boz 23-4).

En 6nemli adami ve ordu komutani olan Haydar b. Kavis el-Afsin, Kipti
[syanlarini bastirmak iizere Misira tekrar gonderilmistir. 217/832 yilina
kadar tig, dort yil siiren isyanlar, giilii askeri birliklerle basarili bir sekilde
bastirilmis ve isyanin lideri olan Abdas el-Fihri 6ldiirtilmustiir. Bu arada
Halife Me'miin ve kardesi Mu'tasim, Anadolu seferlerine ¢ikmis bircok yeri
(Urfa, Antakya ve Tarss'u) fethetmistir. En 6nemli ordu komutanlari bu
sefere katilmiglardir, bunlarin arasinda Afsin ile Esnas et-Tiirki'de vardir.
Afsin ayni zamanda Bizans imparatoru Theophilos'u agir bir yenilgiye
ugratmustir (Mestidi 339).

Me'miin'un 216/831-832 tarihinde Misir’a sefer diizenledigi ve akabinde
217/832-3 yilinda Sam’a gittigi kaydedilmistir (Suytiti 318). Misir
valiligi, Mu'tasim’in halifeliginden itibaren Tirk komutanlar tarafindan
yurtitilmistiir. 219/834 yilinda Misir valiligine atanan Ebti Cafer Esnas et-
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Tiirki, bu vazifeye atanan ilk Tiirk komutan olmustur. On bir yil boyunca
Masir valisi olarak gorev yapan Esnas et-Turki, Simerrddaki vazifelerinden
dolayr Misir'a gidememis, vekilleri araciligi ile Misir't yonetmistir (Guest
196). Esnas’in vefatindan sonra Musir valiligine Inak et-Tiirki atanmustir.
Inak et-Tiirki sadece vali degildir, Misir'a gitmeden 6nce ayni zamanda
ordu komutani, beytil-malin sorumlusu, Hacib ve Berid Teskilat'nin
da bagkanhigin yiiriitmistiir. Sam bolgesine vali olarak atanan ilk Tirk
komutan Esnis et-Tiirki olmustur. 225/839 yilinda Sam’a vali tayin edilen
Esnas, vefatina kadar bu vazifeyi layikiyla yiirtiemistiir (Guest 191).

235/849 tarihinde, yonetici Tiirklerin etkisini azaltan bir dizi olay meydana
gelmis, halife, Inalk’t tutuklatmis ve yerine oglu el-Miintasir’t tayin etmistir.
Halife olacagi 247/861 yilina kadar, bu gorevi stirdiirmiistiir. SAmerr&nin
baskent oldugu donemde valiler, sehrin yonetici sinifindan atanirdi.
Onceden Arap, Tiirk ve Ermeniler arasindan secilen valilerin, daha sonra da
atanmasina devam edilmistir.

Yezid ibn Abdullah et-Tiirki, 242-253/856-867 tarihleri arasinda Nil
Deltasr'nda ¢ikan isyani basurmak tizere gorevlendirilmigtir. Halife
tarafindan Misir’a askeri vali olarak atanmigtir. Misir’a merkezden génderilen
ilk Tiirk validir, diger valiler yonetimi ele gegirerek tilkede kontrolii saglamis
ve bagimsizliklarini ilan etmiglerdir (Brett 589). Yukart Misirda ayaklanma
cikaran Arap kabileleri, Asvan bélgesinde tam olarak hakimiyet kurmuslardir.
Hz. Ali’nin taraftari olan $ii gruplarina agir darbeler indirmis, liderlerini
tutuklayarak bazilarini Simerrf’ya géndermistir. 866 yilinda bir isyan daha
patlak vermistir, liderleri ise Cebir ibnii'l Velid'tir. Yezid, isyanct birliklerin
saldirilarini durduramamis ve Tiirk birlikleri agir yenilgi almistur, bunun
tizerine 867 tarihinde valilikten azledilerek merkeze geri ¢agrilmisur (Brett
589-591). Basarisizliginin altinda yatan sebep ise, ekonomik kaynaklarin
kontroliiniin tamamen bagkasinin elinde olmasidir. Misi'in hazinesinin
basina 4mil-mali sorumlu olarak bagka biri atanmis oldugu icin, askeri
harcamalar1 karsilayamamis ve agir yenilgiye ugramugtir.

Misirda Misliimanlar ve Hristiyanlar birlikte hareket ederek isyan etmis,
Miizahim ibn Kagan komutasindaki Tiirk askerleri, Irak’tan yardima
gelmelerine ragmen basarili olamamistir. Miizihim vali olarak atandiktan

kisa bir siire sonra 6lmiis ve yerine Ahmed b. Tolun, 868 tarihinde vali olarak
atanmugtir. Abbasi hilafetinin icindeki karigikliklarin ardindan 254/868de
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Vali Ahmed b. Tolun, Bagdat'in otoritesine meydan okuyarak, haraca el
koymustur. Ayrica Suriye’yi hikimiyeti altina alarak hem Misir hem de
diger bolgeleri yonetmeye baslamustr. Seklen Abbésilere bagli goriinmekle
birlikte, aslinda adi konulmamis bir bagimsiz yénetim kurmustur. Ahmed b.
Tolun, Misir’a gelmeden 6nce senelerce TarsGsta seferlere katlmis ve 6nemli
fetihler gerceklestirmistir (Brockelmann 113). Bu sikkenin yer aldig1 ayn:
kalede (Sis-Kozan-Tarsis), Ahmed b. Tolun’a, Vali ibn Abi (Ebi) Ebt Isd'ya
ve Emir Muhammed b. Musa b. Tolun’a ait 18 sikke daha bulunmustur. Bu
da kale yikinuilarinin askeri bir gehir (ribat) oldugunu ve en az yiiz yila yakin
bir siire yerlesim amaciyla kullanildigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Degerlendirme

Belh sehri, 6nceden Toharistan ve Bactrianin baskentidir, daha sonra ise
Horasan eyaletinin en 6nemli sehirlerinden biri olmustur. Belh, Muaviye
déneminde, 664 yilinda Islam ordulari tarafindan fethedilecektir. Buhara
ve Fergana’ya yakindir, bugiinkii Ozbekistan sinirinda yer alan Amuderya
Nehri'ne 74 km uzakliktadir. O dénemde bu sehirler, Emeviler tarafindan
Horasan eyaletine dahil edilmistir. Emevilerin en 6nemli asker rezervi, bu
eyaletten (Horasan) ve adini zikrettigimiz sehirlerden temin edilmistir.
Kéle askerler, Emeviler déneminden itibaren satn alinmaya ve 6nemli
Arap schirlerine getirilmeye basglanmistr. Bagdat'ta bu sehirlerden biridir
ve zamanla Tirk gulimlarin merkez tissii haline doniigmiistiir (Barthold
30). Belhi adli-mahlasli (dogduklari schre izafeten) cok sayida Abbasi
ordu komutaninin-valisinin olmasi, Bagdatta ne kadar ¢ok Tiirk askerin
oldugunu gostermesi agisindan 6nemlidir. Tespit edebildiklerimiz sadece
Misirda valilik yapmus ve tarihi kayitlara ge¢mis, en st diizey yetkilere
sahip olan Turklerdir.

Kufe, Basra, Azerbaycan, irminiyye—Ermeniyye, Taberistan, Fars, Horasan,
Sicistan, Sind, el-Cezire, Sam/Dimagk, Hicaz/Mekke, Hicaz/Medine,
Yemen ve Ifriklyye eyaletlerinde yer alan Tiirk kokenli valiler, bu listeye
dahil edilmemistir. Ornegin Sicistan/Sistan Valisi Hiinadi es-Sar1, 146/763-
4 tarihinde bu bélgede gorev yapmistir. Hiinadi es-Sari adli kisinin de ayni
aileden-boydan (Sarilar-Belhliler) oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Kéle-gulam ve
asker olduklari i¢in ayni aileye-boya mensup olan Sar1 isminin kaynaklarda
gecmenmis oldugu distiniilmekeedir.
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Ayni zamanda Sari, Tirklerin bilinen biiyitk boylarindan birdir. W.
Barthold, R. Kuzuyev, K. Sahniyazov ve E. N. Necef tarafindan Sar’'nin bir
Tiirk boy ad1 oldugu belirtilmistir. K. Sahniyazov ise Kipcak boylari arasinda
yer alan Sarilarin adi olan (Sari Kipgaklar) isminin kisaltilan Sari etnonimi
oldugunu iddia etmektedir (Sahniyazov 30; Necef ve Annaberdiyev 251).
Onomastik iizerine galisan Ibrahim Sahin’in degerlendirmelerine gore, Sari
ya da Sarilar, Orta Asya (glintimiizdeki Kazakistan, Kirgizistan, Ozbekistan-
Tiirkmenistan ve Horasan) sahasinda yasayan Oguz-Kipgak boylari arasinda
yer almaktadir (Sahin 227).

817 yilindan 825 yilina kadar Belhi ailesi, Misir'in yonetiminde bagimsiz
hareket etmis, Abbasi Devleti’ni tanimamustir. Halifenin adi, 825 tarihine
kadar gerek dinar gerekse felslerin tizerinde higbir sekilde zikredilmemistir.
4.20ile 4.30 gr arasindaki agirlikea (standartur) yiiksek ayara sahip dinarlarin
kestirilmesi, ekonominin olduk¢a iyi oldugunun, gram disiisiiniin
yasanmamast ve ayar kaybinin goriilmemesi ise Misir ekonomisinin iginde
bulundugu giizel donemin gostergesi olarak degerlendirilebilir. Bu dénemde
darbedilen felslerin bir standart1 yoktur, 2-3 gr arasinda bir agirlikla kesilen
sikkelerden elimizde sadece bir 6rnek mevcuttur. Ayni déneme yakin
tarihlerde kesilen dirhemler ise (Belhi adini tagimayan valiler tarafindan
kestirilen ve halifenin adinin zikredildigi) 2.70 ile 3.10 gr arasindadr.

Belhli ya da Sart ismi adi altinda, Arap kaynaklarinda boy-aile ad: ile
adlandirilan kisiler, ayni bolgeden olduklari i¢in Tolunoglu Ahmed ve onun
stilalesi ile kan bagina sahiptir. Ciinkii Ahmed’in babasi olan Tolun, Buharali
bir Turk’tiir. Ahmed’in babasi Tolun, 816 yilinda Samani valisi Nuh b. Esed
tarafindan Halife Me'man’a gulam olarak gonderilmistir. Ahmed b. Tolun,
Belhli-Sar1 ailesinin 827 yilinda Abdullah b. Tahir tarafindan yenilgiye
ugratilarak, Ubeydullah b. Sarr'nin Simerrd’ya gonderilmesinden sekiz
yil sonra diinyaya gelmistir (Gordon 229-230). Buhara ya da Ferganali
oldugu bilinen Ahmed b. Tolun'un 835 tarihinde Bagdatta dogdugu
unutulmamalidir.

Adananin Kozan ilgesinde kale yikinulari arasinda bulunan sikke,
Tolunogullart Devleti’'nin kurulus tarihini ve dénemin olaylarini yeniden
gozden gecirmeyi gerekli kilmaktadir. 868 tarihi, Tolunoglu Devleti'nin
kurulus tarihi olarak kabul edilmektedir, bazi arastirmacilarin ise 875
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tarihinin tam bagimsizlik tarihi olabilecegini ileri stirdiikleri goriilmektedir
(Anjum 217-240).

Buailenin (Sari-Sarilar) Kipcak soylu oldugu kabul edilirse, Tolunogullarinin
bagimsizlik girisimlerinin tarihi 51 yil kadar geriye gotiiriilebilir. Eger
bu aile bagimsiz bir devlet olarak kabul edilirse, o zaman Misirda
Tolunogullar’'ndan 51 yil 6nce kurulan ve 8 yil kadar varligini siirdiirebilen
Belhiler-Belhliler Devleti ya da Sarilar Devleti adi altinda tam ya da yan
bagimsiz bir devletten s6z etmemiz gerekir. Arastrmalarin derinlestirilmesi
ve yeni bulunacak niimismatik materyallerin sonraki yillarda ortaya ¢ikmast
durumunda, bu ilmi tarusmanin biitiin yonleriyle aydinliga kavusacag:
distiniilmektedir. Eger bu disiinceyi, inceledigimiz fels dogruluyorsa,
Tolunogullart Devleti'nin kurulus tarihinden (Brockelmann 113) ¢ok once
Misirda kurulan bagka bir Tiirk devleti ya da Ahmed b. Tolun’un atalarinin
varligt s6z konusudur. Bu tez, alan otoritesi Thierry Bianquis'un yillarca
¢ozimiinii aradigt, bulamadigi ama siirekli olarak yayinlarinda dile getirdigi
onemli bir husustur. Ozellikle Bianquis'in dikkatini ¢eken dinarlarin
tizerinde halifenin adinin bulunmamasindan siiphelenmesinin tamamen
hakli nedenlere dayandigini gosterir. Bu nokta ¢ok 6nemlidir, halifenin
adini zikretmeden sikke kestirmek oliim cezasini gogiislemek ya da kesin
olarak gerceklesecek savasi kabul etmek anlami tagimaktadir. Ubeydullah
b. Sarrdan sonra hicbir Tiirk general ya da vali, Misirda halifenin adin:
zikretmeden gérev yapuklar yerde sikke kestiremeyecektir. Ebti Cafer Egnas
et-Tiirkd, Inak et-Tiirki, Yezid ibn Abdullah et-Tiirki ve Miizahim ibn Kagan
gibi hatta Afsin gibi ¢ok daha giiclii vali-ordu komutanlart bir daha bunu
denemeye bile cesaret edemeyeceklerdir (Boz 45).

Kozan bélgesinde ayni yerde, diinyada iki 6rnegi literatiirde kaydedilmis
olan el-Abbas b. Eb(i Cafer’e ait baska bir fels daha bulunmustur. Tiirk ordu
komutanlarinin sadece Misir gibi valiliklerde degil ayn: zamanda Abbasi
Devleti’nin merkezinde yonetime nasil miidahalede bulunduklari hatta
veliaht-halife ilan edilmis birini bile tahttan indirip 6ldurebildiklerine 6rnek
olan sikkedir. 248001 ve 219301 numarasiyla Zeno'ya iki fels, 166036
numarastyla da bir dirhem kaydedilmistir. Misirda, Suriyede, Kafkaslar'da
ve el-Cezirede Tirk ordu komutanlarinin bagimsizlik araysslari bitmek
bilmemis, gii¢lii halifelerin yonetime gelmesi ile ancak bu kronik problem
astlabilmistir.
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Ayni kalede bes nadirlik derecesine sahip olan, bagka sikkelerde tespit
edilmigtir. Bu kaleler bosaltildiktan sonra, bagska devletlerin yikilan kale
duvarlarini yeniden insa ederek kullandiklari anlagilmakeadir. Hatta yiizyillar
sonra Tiirklerin buralar: ele gegirecekleri tarihe kadar Ermeniler tarafindan
kullanildiklari, 12 Ermeni krali ve 3 Giircii krali adina kestirilen (50 adet)
sikkenin bulundugu bir yer oldugu tespit edilmistir. Hagli Seferleri’ne
katilmalart ve Ilhanlilarin Memliiklere karsi diizenledikleri saldirilarda
askeri-siyasi miittefiki olmalar1 sebebiyle, Giirciiler bu bolgeye kadar
gelmigtir. Kale kalinulart arasindaki sikkeler, “Ermeni ve Giircii Krallarina
Ait Yeni Bulunan Bir Hazine Kalintisi” adiyla yayimlanmistr (Kalkan ve

Calik).

Kozan-Sis kaleleri-ytkik gehirleri, niimismatik disiplini agisindan iinik ve
cok nadir 6rneklerin bulundugu bélge olmasi sebebiyle, zengin bir aragtirma
alanidir. Emeviler ve Abbésiler doneminde, Azerbaycan, Ermenistan,
Horasan ve Fars valilerine ait nadir sikkeler, bu bolgeye savagmak icin
gelen askerler tarafindan getirilmistir. Berde, Dabil-Divin, Ermeniye,
Azerbaycan, Horasan (Rey), el-Bab-Derbend, Arran, Ramhurmuz, Yemame
(Arabistan), Har(iniye, Fard, Belh, Merv, el-Masisa, Isfahan, Sur (Liibnan),
Kirman, Salamiye, Tarsis, Adana, Surre men ra (Simerrd), Antakya ve
Gazze sehirlerine ait sikkelerin bu kalelerde-gehir kalintilarinda bulunmasi,
86/705 yilindan 353/964-5 yilina kadar askeri miicadelelerin bu bélgede

biitiin hiziyla devam ettigini gosterir.
Destek ve Tesekkiir Beyan1

Artvin Coruh Universitesi Rektorliigiine, akademisyenlerine metot ve bilgi destegi
icin tesekkiir ederiz.

Katki Oran1 Beyani
Yazarlarin ¢alismadaki katki oranlart esittir.
Cikar Catigmasi Beyani

Calisma kapsaminda yazarin herhangi bir kurum veya kisi ile ¢ikar catigmas
bulunmamaktadir.
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“The Increasing Importance of Universities in Social Innovati-
on Policies and a Model Proposal on the Implementation of the
Science Shops Concept to Turkish Universities”, Selen Isik Maden,
Spring/109, pp. 23-44.

“Soykirimin Rasyonalitesini Coziimlemek: Hocali ve Srebrenitsanin Kar-
stlastirmali Analizi”, Ibrahim Fevzi Giiven, Ali Asker, Giiz/111, ss.
79-102.

“Unraveling the Rationality of Genocide: A Comparative Analysis
of Khojaly and Srebrenica’”, Ibrahim Fevzi Giiven, Ali Asker, Au-
tumn/111, pp. 79-102.

“Susa Deklarasyonu’nun Jeopolitik Analizi: Bolgesel Diizen Baglaminda Te-
orik Cergeve Olusturulmast Girisimi”, Metin Celik, Kenan Aslanli,
Giiz/111, ss. 55-78.

“Geopolitical Analysis of the Shusha Declaration: Constructing The-
oretical Framework in the Regional Order Context”, Metin Celik,
Kenan Aslanli, Autumn/111, pp. 55-78.
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“Turk Diinyasinda Enerji Temelli Bolgesellesme Cabalari: Tiirk Devletleri
Teskilat””, Osman Agir, Zehra Aksu, Bahar/109, ss. 105-128.
“Efforts for Energy-Based Regionalisation in the Turkic World: The
Organization of Turkic States”, Osman Agir, Zehra Aksu, Spring/109,
pp. 105-128.

“Tiirk Kimlik ve Normlarinin Medyada Temsili: 2020 Karabag Savasi”, Be-
tiil Pazarbasi, Selma Kog Akgiil, Sehavet Neciyev, Yaz/110, ss. 21-50.
“Representation of Turkish Identity and Norms in the Media: 2020
Karabakh War”, Betiil Pazarbasi, Selma Kog¢ Akgiil, Sehavet Neciyev,
Summer/110, pp. 21-50.

“Tiirkistan Hanliklar’'nda Inayetname Tiirii (XVI-XIX. yy.) ve Insa Metodu
Uzerine”, Fatih Bakirci, Bahar/109, ss. 45-66.
“On The Type of ‘Iniyatnima in Khanates of Turkestan and Its Met-
hod of Insha”, Fatih Bakirci, Spring/109, pp. 45-66.

“Wakhan Koridoru'nda (Afganistan) Pamir Kirgizlarinin Yasam Bicimi, Mev-
cut Durumu ve Sorunlari”, Reyhan Rafet Can, Kig/108, ss. 83-111.
“The Lifestyle, Current Situation and Problems of Pamir Kyrgyz
in the Wakhan Corridor (Afghanistan)”, Reyhan Rafet Can, Win-
ter/108, pp. 83-111.

“Yiiksekogretim Ogrencilerinin Ogrenme Tutumlart: Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri
Arasinda CHAID Analizine Dayali Bir Kargilagtirma”, Taner Atma-
ca, Rza Mammodov, Bahar/109, ss. 67-104.
“Learning Attitudes of Higher Education Students: A Comparison
Based on a CHAID Analysis among Turkic Republics”, Taner Atma-
ca, Rza Mammodov, Spring/109, pp. 67-104.

“Zor Zamanlarda Hakikati Koruma: 6 Subat 2023 Depremleri Sirasinda
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hitkiimetinin Stratejik Twitter Kullanim1”, Si-
bel Hostut, Ismail Aysad Giidekli, Firat Giizeldag, Kis/108, ss. 51-82.
“Safeguarding Truth in Turmoil: A Study of the Turkish Govern-
ment’s Strategic Deployment of Twitter during the February 6, 2023,
Earthquakes”, Sibel Hostut, Ismail Aysad Giidekli, Firat Giizeldag,
Winter/108, pp. 51-82.
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Yayin Degerlendirme/Book Reviews: “Akalin, Stikrii Haltk. Tiirk [saret
Dili Tarihi. TDK Yayinlari, 20237, Zeynep Tozluyurt, Bahar/109,
ss. 177-184.

Yayin Degerlendirme/Book Reviews: “Basak Kuzakgi. Sogdlar ve Tiirkler:
Ipek Yolu'nun Tiiccarlart ve Hakimleri. Vakifbank Kiiltiir Yayinlari,
2023”, Buket Nur Kirmizigiil Simsek, Yaz/110, ss. 179-187.

Yayin Degerlendirme/Book Reviews: “Tarihi Rus Haritalarinda Osmanli
Devleti (1700-1917) [The Ottoman Empire in Historical Russian
Maps (1700-1917)]. Author of text Mikhail Bashanov, transl. and
ed. by Ilyas Kemaloglu, TDBB, 2023”, Basak Kuzakg1, Kis/108, ss.
187-195.
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Abdukadyrov, Nurzhigit, Bayan Assanova, Aigerim Akynova, “Birinci Diin-
ya Savasinda Kazaklarin Tiirkiye’ye Mali Destekleri”, Yaz/110, ss.
01-20.

Abdukadyrov, Nurzhigit, Bayan Assanova, Aigerim Akynova, “Fi-
nancial Support of the Kazakhs to Tiirkiye in the First World War”,
Summer/110, pp. 01-20.

Agir, Osman, Zehra Aksu, “Turk Diinyasinda Enerji Temelli Bolgesellesme
Cabalari: Tiirk Devletleri Teskilat1”, Bahar/109, ss. 105-128.
Agir, Osman, Zehra Aksu, “Efforts for Energy-Based Regionalisation
in the Turkic World: The Organization of Turkic States”, Spring/109,
pp. 105-128.

Akilli, Erman, Yunhee Kim, “Gelenekten Marka Olusturmak: Tiirk Devlet-
leri Teskilat1 Iin Yenilikgi Bir Kamu Diplomasisi Stratejisi”, Yaz/110,
ss. 107-134.
Akilli, Erman, Yunhee Kim, “Crafting a Brand from Tradition: An
Innovative Public Diplomacy Strategy for the Organization of Turkic
States”, Summer/110, pp. 107-134.
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Atik, Kubilay, Suat Beylur, Nurlan Kenzheakhmet, “Cengizlilerden Modern

Devlete: 17. ve 18. Yiizyillarda Merkezi Avrasyada Jeopolitik ve Ege-
menlik”, Giiz/111, ss. 159-192.

Atik, Kubilay, Suat Beylur, Nurlan Kenzheakhmet, “From Chinggi-
sid to Modern State: Geopolitics and Sovereignty in Central Eurasia
during the 17th and 18th Centuries”, Autumn/111, pp. 159-192.

Atmaca, Taner, Rza Mammodoyv, “Yiiksekogretim Ogrencilerinin Ogrenme

Tutumlar: Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri Arasinda CHAID Analizine Dayali
Bir Kargilastirma”, Bahar/109, ss. 67-104.

Atmaca, Taner, Rza Mammodov, “Learning Attitudes of Higher Edu-
cation Students: A Comparison Based on a CHAID Analysis among
Turkic Republics”, Spring/109, pp. 67-104.

Aydin Satar, Nesrin, “Bir 19. Yiizyil Edibinin Portresi: Ibn-i Kemal Giritli

Siilleyman Niizhet ve Edebi Kisiligi”, Giiz/111, ss.103-123.

Aydin Satar, Nesrin, “A Portrait of a 19th-Century Literary Figure:
Ibn-i Kemal Giritli Siileyman Nuzhet and His Literary Personality”,
Autumn/111, pp. 103-123.

Bagbaslioglu, Arif, “NATO’nun Afganistan Operasyonu ve Baris I¢in Or-

taklik'in Orta Asya Uzerindeki Etkilerini Yeniden Diisiinmek: NA-
TO’nun Orta Asyadaki Varliginin Sonu mu?”, Kis/108, ss. 01-26.
Bagbaslioglu, Arif, “Rethinking the Implications of NATO’s Afghanis-
tan Operation and Its Partnership for Peace in Central Asia: Is It the
End of NATO’s Presence in Central Asia?”, Winter/108, pp. 01-26.

Bakirci, Fatih, “Tiirkistan Hanliklar'nda Inayetname Tiirii (XVI-XIX. yy.)

ve Insa Metodu Uzerine”, Bahar/109, ss. 45-66.
Bakirci, Fatih, “On The Type of ‘Iniyatnima in Khanates of Turkes-
tan and Its Method of Insha”, Spring/109, pp. 45-66.

Bayram, Biilent, “Kazak Atasozleri Penceresinden Modern Ulus Kimlikler”,

Kis/108, ss. 27-50.
Bayram, Biilent, “The View of Kazakh Proverbs on Contemporary
National Identity”, Winter/108, pp. 27-50.
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Can, Reyhan Rafet, “Wakhan Koridoru'nda (Afganistan) Pamir Kirgizlarinin
Yasam Bicimi, Mevcut Durumu ve Sorunlari”, Kig/108, ss. 83-111.
Can, Reyhan Rafet, “The Lifestyle, Current Situation and Problems
of Pamir Kyrgyz in the Wakhan Corridor (Afghanistan)”, Win-
ter/108, pp. 83-111.

Coskun, Derya, “Mogollarda Otorite Tableti Olarak Payza ve Kullanim1”,
Yaz/110, ss. 51-78.
Coskun, Derya, “Tablet of Authority in Mongols: Paiza and Its Usa-
ge”, Summer/110, pp. 51-78.

Celik, Metin, Kenan Aslanli, “Susa Deklarasyonu’nun Jeopolitik Analizi:
Bolgesel Diizen Baglaminda Teorik Cergeve Olusturulmas: Girisi-
mi”, Guz/111, ss. 55-78.
Celik, Metin, Kenan Aslanli, “Geopolitical Analysis of the Shusha
Declaration: Constructing Theoretical Framework in the Regional

Order Context”, Autumn/111, pp. 55-78.

Colak, Yilmaz, Yakup Sahin, Aysel Ozdemir Colak, “Kuzey Kibrista Yeni-
Kabileci Milliyetciligin Yiikselisi: Go¢ ve Tarih Yaziciligi Tartigmalart”,
Kis/108, ss. 113-145.

Colak, Yilmaz, Yakup Sahin, Aysel Ozdemir Colak, “Rise of Neo-
Tribal Nationalism in North Cyprus: Debates on Migration and
History Writing”, Winter/108, pp. 113-145.

Develi, Tevfik Orkun, Mehmet Sait Siitcii, “Giineybat Anadolu’nun Tiirk-

lesmesi ve Attouda/Hisar Cevresinde Tiirk-Islam Déneminin Somut
Kiiltiirel Miras Ogeleri”, Giiz/111, ss. 125-157.
Develi, Tevfik Orkun, Mehmet Sait Siitcii, “The Turkification of
Southwest Anatolia and the Tangible Cultural Heritage Elements of
the Turco-Islamic Period in Attouda/Hisar Region”, Autumn/111,
pp. 125-157.

Giiven, Ibrahim Fevzi, Ali Asker, “Soykirimin Rasyonalitesini Coztimlemek:
Hocali ve Srebrenitsa’nin Karsilastirmali Analizi”, Giiz/111, ss. 79-102.
Giiven, Ibrahim Fevzi, Ali Asker, “Unraveling the Rationality of
Genocide: A Comparative Analysis of Khojaly and Srebrenica”, Au-
tumn/111, pp. 79-102.

225



bilig

KI§ 2025/SAYI 112

Hesimova, Terane, “20. Yiizyilin Ikinci Yarisinda Azerbaycan ve Ozbek Sii-
rinin Milli Ideolojik Yonden Karsilastirilmast”, Kis/108, ss. 161-186.
Hesimova, Terane, “National-Ideological Comparison of Azerbaijani
And Uzbek Poetry in the Second Half of the 20th Century”, Win-
ter/108, pp. 161-186.

Hostut, Sibel, Ismail Aysad Giidekli, Firat Giizeldag, “Zor Zamanlarda Ha-
kikati Koruma: 6 Subat 2023 Depremleri Sirasinda Tiirkiye Cumhu-
riyeti Hitkiimetinin Stratejik Twitter Kullanim1”, Kig/108, ss. 51-82.
Hostut, Sibel, Ismail Aysad Giidekli, Firat Giizeldag, “Safeguarding
Truth in Turmoil: A Study of the Turkish Government’s Strategic
Deployment of Twitter during the February 6, 2023, Earthquakes”,
Winter/108, pp. 51-82.

Isiksal, Hiiseyin, “Kibris Tiirklerinin Kibris'ta Iki Devletli Céziim Konusun-
daki Pozisyonunun Gerekgeleri”, Bahar/109, ss. 01-22.
Isiksal, Hiiseyin, “The Rationale of Turkish Cypriot Position on
Two-State Solution in Cyprus”, Spring/109, pp. 01-22.

Kirmizigiil Simgek, Buket Nur, Yayin Degerlendirme/Book Reviews: “Basak
Kuzaket. Sogdlar ve Tiirkler: Ipek Yolu'nun Tiiccarlari ve Hakimleri.
Vakifbank Kiiltiir Yayinlari, 2023”, Yaz/110, ss. 179-187.

Kocatepe, Omer Faruk, Mehmet Sahin, “Post-Sovyet Bélgesel Giivenlik
Kompleksini Yeniden Ele Almak: Orta Asya Hala Bir Alt Kompleks
mi?”, Yaz/110, ss. 135-156.
Kocatepe, Omer Faruk, Mehmet Sahin, “Post-Soviet Regional Secu-
rity Complex Revisited: Is Central Asia Still A Subcomplex?”, Sum-
mer/110, pp. 135-156.

Kuzakei, Basak, Yayin Degerlendirme/Book Reviews: “Tarihi Rus Hari-
talarinda Osmanli Devleti (1700-1917) [The Ottoman Empire in
Historical Russian Maps (1700-1917)]. Author of text Mikhail Bas-
hanov, transl. and ed. by Ilyas Kemaloglu, TDBB, 2023, Kis/108,
ss. 187-195.
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Maden, Selen Isik, “Sosyal 1novasyon Politikalarinda Universitelerin Artan

Onemi ve Bilim Magazalart Konseptinin Tiirk Universitelerine Uyar-
lanmasi Uzerine Bir Model Onerisi”, Bahar/109, ss. 23-44.
Maden, Selen Isik, “The Increasing Importance of Universities in So-
cial Innovation Policies and a Model Proposal on the Implementation
of the Science Shops Concept to Turkish Universities”, Spring/109,
pp. 23-44.

Ozdemir, Cagatay, “Avrasya Jeopolitigini Yeniden Diisiinmek: Tiirkiye nin
Niifuzunu ve Tiirk Devletleri Tegkilat’'nin Eckisini Degerlendirmek”,
Yaz/110, ss. 79-106.

Ozdemir, Cagatay, “Rethinking Eurasian Geopolitics: Assessing Tiir-
kiye’s Influence and the Organization of Turkic States’ Impact”, Sum-
mer/110, pp. 79-1006.

Ozer, Mehmet Akif, Bakhtiar Ortagq, “Ozbekistan’in Yonetim Sistemi, Per-
sonel Rejimi ve Kamu Hizmeti Reformlari”, Bahar/109, ss. 129-158.
Ozer, Mehmet Akif, Bakhtiar Ortaq, “Uzbekistan’s Administrative
System, Personnel Regime and Civil Service Reforms”, Spring/109,
pp- 129-158.

Oztiirk, Abdulkadir, “Ermeni Harfli Kipgak Yazi Dilini Hazirlayan Arka
Plan”, Bahar/109, ss. 159-175.
Oztiirk, Abdulkadir, “The Preparing Background of Kipchak Written
Language with Armenian Letters”, Spring/109, pp. 159-175.

Pazarbagi, Betiil, Selma Ko¢ Akgiil, Sehavet Neciyev, “Tiirk Kimlik ve
Normlarinin Medyada Temsili: 2020 Karabag Savast”, Yaz/110, ss.
21-50.

Pazarbasi, Betiil, Selma Kog Akgiil, Sehavet Neciyev, “Representation
of Turkish Identity and Norms in the Media: 2020 Karabakh War”,
Summer/110, pp. 21-50.

Salan, Erkan, “Ilk Yazili Kaynaklarina Gore Oguzlar Tepri mi Yoksa Tapri
mi1 Diyordu?”, Kis/108, ss. 147-160.
Salan, Erkan, “According to Their First Written Sources, Did Oghuzs
Say Tepri or Tapr?”, Winter/108, pp. 147-160.
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Tegin, Emre, “Konargdger Yasamin Tahribati: 19. ve 20. Yiizyillarda Rus
Somiirgeciliginin Kazak Bozkiri Uzerindeki Etkileri”, Giiz/111, ss.
29-53.

Tegin, Emre, “Disruption of Pastoral Nomadism: The Impacts of
Russian Colonialism on the Kazakh Steppe during the 19th and 20th
Centuries”, Autumn/111, pp. 29-53.

Tézluyurt, Zeynep, Yayin Degerlendirme/Book Reviews: “Akalin, Siikrii
Haltik. Tiirk Isaret Dili Tarihi. TDK Yayinlari, 2023”7, Bahar/109,
ss. 177-184.

Uslu, Nasuh, “Rusya ve Cin'in Bolgesel ve Kiiresel Politikalarinda Orta
Asya”, Guz/111, ss. 01-27.
Uslu, Nasuh, “Central Asia in Regional and Global Policies of Russia
and China’, Autumn/111, pp. 01-27.

Yildirim, Kiirsat, Elvin Yildirim, “Rouranlarda (Juan-Juanlarda) Kiiltiirel ve
Toplumsal Yap1”, Yaz/110, ss. 157-178.
Yildirim, Kiirsat, Elvin Yildirim, “Cultural and Social Structure in
the Rourans (Juan-juans)”, Summer/110, pp. 157-178.

228



-
bilig

KIS 2025/SAYT 112
229-244

bilig
Turk DUnyasi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi

© Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi MUtevellii Heyet Baskanligi

Yayin ilkeleri

bilig, Tirk Diinyasinin kiiltiirel zenginliklerini, tarihi ve giincel gerceklerini ve
problemlerini bilimsel 6l¢iiler icerisinde ortaya koymak amaciyla yayimlanmaktadir.

bilig e gonderilecek yazilarda; alaninda bir boglugu dolduracak 6zgiin bir makale
olmasi veya daha 6nce yayimlanmig caligmalart degerlendiren, bu konuda yeni ve
dikkate deger goriisler ortaya koyan bir inceleme olma sarti aranir. Tiirk Diinyastyla
ilgili yazar ve yapitlari tanitan, yeni etkinlikleri duyuran yazilara da yer verilir.

Makalelerin biligde yayimlanabilmesiicin, daha nce bir bagka yerde yayimlanmamug
veya yayimlanmak tizere kabul edilmemis olmasi gerekir. Daha dnce bilimsel bir
toplantda sunulmug bildiriler, bu durum agikga belirtilmek sartiyla kabul edilebilir.

bilig, Kis/Ocak, Bahar/Nisan, Yaz/Temmuz ve Giiz/Ekim olmak {izere yilda dort
say1 yayimlanir. Her yilin sonunda derginin yillik dizini hazirlanir ve Kis sayisinda
yayimlanir. Dergi, Yayin Kurulu tarafindan belirlenen yurt i¢i ve disindaki
kiitiiphanelere, uluslararasi indeks kurumlarina ve abonelere, yayimlandig: tarihten
itibaren bir ay icerisinde gonderilir.

Yazilanin Degerlendirilmesi

biligde makale bagvurusu bilig.yesevi.edu.tr web adresinden “Makale Yonetim
Sistemi’ne kaydolarak yapilir. E-posta ile gonderilen makaleler degerlendirmeye
alinmaz.

bilige gonderilen yazilar, 6nce dergi ilkelerine uygunluk agisindan incelenir.
Uygun goriilmeyenler diizeltilmesi i¢in yazarina génderilir. Yayin icin génderilen
makalelerin degerlendirilmesinde akademik tarafsizlik ve bilimsel kalite en énemli
olgiitlerdir. Yayin ilkelerine uygun yazilar Yayin Kurulu tarafindan incelenir.
Dergi kapsamina giren ve degerlendirme i¢in uygun bulunanlar, ilgili alanda
uzman hakemlere génderilir. Hakemlerin isimleri gizli tutulur ve raporlar Makale
Yonetim Sisteminde saklanir. Hakem raporlarindan biri olumlu, digeri olumsuz
oldugu takdirde, yaz, ti¢iincii bir hakeme gonderilebilir veya Yayin Kurulu, hakem
raporlarini inceleyerek nihai karari verebilir. Yazarlar, hakem ve Yayin Kurulunun
elestiri ve onerilerini dikkate alirlar. Kaulmadiklari hususlar varsa, gerekeeleriyle
birlikte itiraz etme hakkina sahiptirler. Yayina kabul edilmeyen yazilar, sistemden
silinmez. Yazilarin yayimlanmasinda nihai karar Yayin Kuruluna aittir.
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biligde yayimlanmast kabul edilen yazilarin telif hakki Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi
Miitevelli Heyet Bagkanligrna devredilmis sayilir. Yayimlanan yazilardaki goriislerin
sorumlulugu ve yazim tercihleri, yazarlarina aittir. Yaz1 ve fotograflardan, kaynak
gosterilerek alinti yapilabilir.

Etik ilkeler

bilig, Yaymn Etigi Komitesinin (COPE) “Dergi Editorleri i¢in Davranig Kurallart
ve En Iyi Uygulama Rehber Ilkeleri” ve “Dergi Yayincilart igin Davrans Kurallari”
belgelerini takip etmektedir. COPE’nin “Oz Uygulamalar” belgesi ile ilgili olarak
bk. https://publicationethics.org

bilige calismalarini sunan yazarlarin agagida belirtilen etik ilkeleri kargilamalar:

zorunludur.

Ortak yazarlik: Aday makalenin yazarlari sunulan caligmaya 6nemli katk:
saglayanlarla sinirli olmalidir. Makalenin yazarlari makalenin sunumundan 6nce
kesinlesir. Caligmaya katkist olmayanlarin isimlerine aday makalede yer verilmesi
(hediye yazarlik) ya da katkust olanlarin isimlerine yer verilmemesi (hayalet yazarlik)
kabul edilemez.

Tesekkiir: Yazarlar gonderdikleri calismalari destekleyen kuruluglari, finansal
kaynaklar1 Tesekkiir kisiminda beyan etmekle yiikiimliidiir.

Ozgiinliik ve intihalden armniklik: Sunulan calisma biitiiniiyle yazarlarina
ait olmalidir. Diger aragurmacilarin ¢aligmalarina makale icinde yer verildiyse
bunun uygun bir sekilde alintlanmasi ve kaynaklarda bu ¢aligmalarin listelenmesi
gerekmektedir. Yazar makalesini intihal énleme yazilimi olan Turnit-in ya da
iThenticate programlarindan biri ile kontrol ederek benzerlik raporunu makale
bagvurusunda dergiye gondermekle yiikiimliidiir. Benzerlik oran1 %15 ve {izeri olan
makaleler degerlendirmeye alinmayacakur.

Etik kurul izni ve onayn: Kaulimclardan anket, 6lgek, goriisme, gozlem vb.
yollarla veri toplamay1 gerektiren aragtirmalar icin etik kurul izni alindigs aday
makale icinde belirtilmelidir. Veri toplama siirecinde etik hususlara hassasiyet
gosterildiginin kanitlari (bagkalarina ait ol¢ek, anket, fotograflarin kullanimi i¢in
izin alinmasi gibi) ¢alisma i¢inde sunulmalidir.

Basilmig bir yayinin tekrar sunumu: Yazarlarin, daha 6nce yaymlanmamig
calismalarini bilig'e sunmalari beklenir. Calismanin bilig'e sunumuyla birlikee bir
baska dergiye de génderilmis olmast kabul edilemez.

Dilimleme: Yazarlar bir aragtirmanin sonuglarini, aragurmanin biitiinligini

bozacak sekilde ve uygun olmayan bi¢imde parcalara ayirip birden fazla sayida
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yayimlayarak bu yayinlari akademik atama ve yiikselmelerde ayri yayinlar olarak

sunmamalidir.

Ham verileri sunma ve saklama: Yazarlar, editor ve hakemler tarafindan talep
edildiginde aragurmalarinin ham verilerini sunmak ve bu verileri makaleleri
yayimlandiktan sonra da saklamak zorundadirlar.

Yayimlanmig makalelerde hata tespiti: Bir yazar biligde yayinlanmis makalesinde
onemli bir hata veya yanlislik oldugunu tespit ettiginde, dergi editériinii derhal
haberdar etmek ve makaleyi geri ¢ekmek veya diizeltmek icin editorle isbirligi
yapmak zorundadir.

Yayin Politikas

biligde yayimlanan biitiin makaleler ayni zamanda tam metin olarak bilig.yesevi.
edu.tr web adresinde agik erigsimli olarak yer almaktadir.

biligde makale degerlendirme ve yayin agamasinda yazardan hicbir sekilde ticret

alinmaz. Yazara da telif iicreti 5denmez.
Yazim Dili

biligde Tiirkge ve Ingilizce makaleler yayimlanir. Makalelerin Tiirkce ve Ingilizce

ozlerine (abstracts) yer verilir.
Yazim Kurallan

biligde 97. Sayidan itibaren MLA auf sisteminin yazim kurallari uygulanmaktadir.
Alinular, gondermeler ve kaynakga ile ilgili temel hususlar asagida 6rneklerle
gosterilmis olup 6rnegi bulunmayan kaynaklar icin MLA auf sisteminin 8.
versiyonu (https://style.mla.org/) esas alinmalidir.

Makalelerin, asagida belirtilen sekilde sunulmasina 6zen gosterilmelidir:

1. Baglik: igerikle uyumlu, igerigi en iyi ifade eden bir baslik olmali ve koyu harflerle
yazilmalidir. Makalenin baghgi, en fazla 10-12 kelime arasinda olmalidir.

2. Yazar ad(lar)1 ve adres(ler)i: Makale dosyasinda yazar ad(lar)1 ve adres(ler)
i bulunmamalidir. Yazar(lar)la ilgili bilgiler bagvuru sirasinda Makale Yonetim
Sisteminde ilgili alanlara yazilmalidir.

3. Oz: Makalenin basinda, konuyu kisa ve 6z bigimde ifade eden ve en az 75, en fazla
150 kelimeden olusan Tiirkge ve Ingilizce 6z bulunmalidir. Oz iginde, yararlanilan
kaynaklara, sekil ve cizelge numaralarina deginilmemelidir. Oziin altinda bir satir
bosluk birakilarak en az 5, en ¢ok 8 sozciikten olusan anahtar kelimeler verilmelidir.
Anahtar kelimeler makale icerigi ile uyumlu ve kapsayict olmalidir.
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4. AnaMetin: A4 boyutunda (29.7x21 cm.) kigitlara, MS Word programinda, 7imes
New Romanveyabenzeribiryazi karakteriile 12 punto, 1.5 satiraraligiyla yazilmalidir.
Sayfa kenarlarinda 2.5 ¢cm bosluk birakilmali ve sayfalar numaralandirilmalidir.
Yazilar 6z ve kaynakea dahil 7.000 (yedi bin) kelimeyi gegmemelidir. Metin i¢inde
vurgulanmasi gereken kisimlar, koyu degil egik harflerle yazilmalidir. Metinde
tirnak isareti egik harfler gibi ¢ifte vurgulamalara yer verilmemelidir.

5. Boliim Bagliklari: Makalede, diizenli bir bilgi aktarimi saglamak iizere ana, ara
ve alt bagliklar kullanilabilir. Ana bagliklar (ana boliimler, kaynaklar ve ekler) koyu
ve ilk harfleri biyiik; ara bagliklar, yalniz ilk harfleri biytik; alt basliklar ise ilk
harfleri biiyiik ve italik yazilmalidir.

6. Tablolar ve Sekiller: Tablolarin numarast ve basgligi bulunmalidir. Tablo ¢iziminde
dikey cizgiler kullanilmamalidir. Yatay cizgiler ise sadece tablo iindeki alt bagliklart
birbirinden ayirmak icin kullanilmalidir. Tablo numarast iiste, tam sola dayali olarak dik
yazilmals; tablo ad1 ise, bir alt satirda her sézciigiin ilk harfi biiytik yazilmalidir. Tablolar
metin i¢inde bulunmasi gereken yerlerde olmalidir. Sekiller siyah beyaz baskiya uygun
hazirlanmalidir. Sekil numaralari ve adlari seklin soluna hizali sekilde yazilmalidir. Sekil
numarast nokra ile bitmelidir. Hemen yanindan sadece ilk harf biiyiik olmak tizere
sekil ad1 dik yazilmali ve kaynag; verilmelidir. Asagida tablo 6rnegi sunulmustur.

Tablo 1
Tiirk Universitelerinde Uluslararast Ogrenciler (2017-2018)
Erkek Kadin Toplam

Toplam Uluslararast Ogrenci Sayist 81706 43324 125030
TURKSOY Tam ve Gézlemci Uye Ulkeler 24309 11686 35995
Azerbaycan 12911 4177 17088
Kazakistan 1051 1014 2065
Kirgizistan 1105 821 1926
Moldova 175 225 400
Ozbekistan 435 405 840
Rusya 808 621 1429
Tiirkmenistan 7824 4423 12247

Tiirkiyedeki Universitelerdeki Toplam

Lisansiistii ve Lisansiistii Ogrenci Sayist
Uluslararast Ogrenci Orant 3,12% 2,00% 2,61%

Kaynak: “Uyruga Gére Ogrenci Sayilart Raporu.” YOK, 17 Agustos 2019, htps://
istatistik.yok.gov.tr/

2622936 2168678 4791614
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7. Resimler: Yiiksek ¢oziiniirliiklii, bask: kalitesinde taranmig halde makaleye ek
olarak gonderilmelidir. Resim adlandirmalarinda, sekil ve cizelgelerdeki kurallara
uyulmalidir.

Sekil, ¢izelge ve resimler toplam 10 sayfay1 (yazinin tigte birini) asmamalidir. Teknik
imkana sahip yazarlar, sekil, ¢izelge ve resimleri aynen basilabilecek nitelikte olmak
sartt ile metin icindeki yerlerine yerlegtirebilirler.

8. Alint1 ve Géndermeler: Dogrudan alinular urnak iginde verilmelidir. 2.5
satirdan az alintilar satir arasinda; 2.5 satirdan uzun alintilar satirin sadece solundan
2 c¢m igeride, blok halinde ve 1.5 satr araligiyla yazilmalidir. Dipnot kullanimindan
miimkiin oldugunca kaginilmali, bu kullanima yalniz agiklamalar i¢in bagvurulmali
ve otomatik numaralandirma yoluna gidilmelidir.

Metin icinde gondermeler, parantez icinde asagidaki sekilde yazilmalidir:
(Koprili 15).

Iki yazarli yayinlarda yazarlarin soyadlari asagidaki sekilde yazilmalidir:
(Taner ve Bezirci 22).

Ug ve daha fazla yazarli yayinlarda, metin icinde sadece ilk yazarin soyadi ve “ve
digerleri/vd.” yazilmalidur:

(Gokay ve digerleri 18).
(Gokay vd. 18).

Metin iginde, gonderme yapilan yazarin adi veriliyorsa kaynagin sadece sayfa
numarast yazilmalidir:

Tanpinar (131), bu konuda ...

Ayni yazara ait iki veya daha fazla esere gdnderme yapilirsa yazar soyadindan sonra
yayinun ilk birkag¢ kelimesi yazilarak ayirt edilmelidir:

(Dil¢in, Divan Siiri 86).
(Dilgin, Fuzuli’nin Siiri 110).

Ayni soyad: tastyan yazarlara ait yayinlarda soyadindan énce yazar adi kisalularak
yazilmalidir:

(S. Kaplan 41).
(M. Kaplan 16).
Sayfa numarasi bulunmayan elektronik yayinlarda sadece soyadi ya da baslik

yazilmalidir.
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Yazari belirtilmeyen ansiklopedi vb. yayinlarda ise eser ismi yazilmalidir, eser ismi
uzun ise ilk 2-3 kelimesi yazilmalidir.

Kisisel goriismeler, metin icinde soyad: belirtilerek gosterilmeli, ayrica kaynaklarda
da tarihle birlikte belirtilmelidir.

9. Kaynaklar: Metnin sonunda, yazarlarin soyadina gore alfabetik olarak
diizenlenmelidir. Yararlanilan kaynagin yazari soyadi once belirtilecek sekilde
gosterilmelidir.

Ornek:
Isen, Mustafa. Zezkireden Biyografiye. Kapt Yayinlari, 2010.
Kopriilii,, Mehmet Fuat. Azeri Edebiyatinin Tekdmiilii. MEB Yayinlari, 1961.

Kaynagn iki yazari varsa 6ncelikle calismada ismi 6nce yazilmig yazarin soyadi bilgisi
ile baglanir, kiinye bilgilerinin alfabetik siralanmasinda ilk yazardan sonrakilerin
soyadlarinin éne alinmasinin iglevi yokeur.

Ornek:

Taner, Refika, ve Asim Bezirci. Edebiyatimizda Segme Hikdyeler. Gozlem Yayinlari,
1981.

Kaynagn {i¢ ve daha fazla yazari varsa, ilkinin soyad: ve adi, sonra “ve digerleri/vd.”
yazilmalidir.

Ornek:

Altaev, Zhakypbek ve digerleri. “Essence and Typology of Intellect in al-Farabi’s
Epistemology.” bilig, no. 95, 2020, ss. 79-95.

Kitap ve dergi adlar1 egik yazilmali; makale, kitap boliimii gibi kaynaklar trnak
icinde gosterilmelidir. Kitap kiinyesinde sayfa numara bilgisi gerekmezken; dergi,
ansiklopedi maddesi, kitap boliimii gibi kisa yapitlarda yararlanilan boliime ait
sayfa aralig1 bilgisi mutlaka yer almalidir.

Ornek:
Berk, ilhan. Poetika. Yapt Kredi Yayinlari, 1997.
Demir, Nurettin. “Tiirk¢ede Evidensiyel.” bilig, no. 62, 2012, ss. 97-117.

Aydingiin, [smail, ve Aysegiil Aydingiin. “Crimean Tatars Return Home: Identity
and Cultural Revival.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 33, no. 1, 2007,
ss. 113-128.

Kitabi ¢eviren, derleyen, yayima hazirlayan ya da editorliik yapan varsa ismine yazar
ve eser bilgisinden sonra yer verilmelidir.
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Ornek:

Shaw, Stanford. Osmanlz Imparatorlugu. Cev. Mehmet Harmanci, Sermet Matbaast, 1982.

Aydemir, Yagar. “Lamii Celebi’nin Mecmualara Yansiyan Siirleri.” Bursalt Limii
Celebi ve Dénemi, ed. Bilal Kemikli ve Siileyman Eroglu, Bursa Biiytiksehir
Belediyesi Yayinlari, 2011, ss. 149-172.

Yazar ismi yoksa editdr, hazirlayan ya da derleyen ismi bagta verilmelidir:
Tarlan, Ali Nihat, haz. Hayali Divan:. Ak¢ag Yayinlari, 1992.

Ansiklopedi maddelerinde madde yazarinin biliniyorsa soyadi ve adindan sonra,
sirastyla tirnak icinde maddenin baghgi, ansiklopedinin tam adi, cilt numaras,
yayinevi, yazilig tarihi ve sayfa araligi belirtilmelidir:

OI‘ nek:

1pekten, Haluk. “Azmi-zAde Mustafa Haleti.” Ilim Ansiklopedisi, 4. cilt, Tirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi Yayinlari, 1991, ss. 348-349.

Tezler kaynak gosterilirken sirastyla tez yazarinin soyadi ve adindan sonra, egik
harflerle tezin tam bagligy, tez tipi, tezin hazirlandig1 tiniversitenin ady, tezin yazildig:
tarih yer almalidir:

Ornek:

Karakaya, Burcu. Garibi'nin Yisuf u Ziileyhisi: Inceleme-Tenkitli Metin-Dizin.
Yiiksek Lisans Tezi. Ahi Evran Universitesi, 2012.

Yazmalar “Yazar. Eser Adi. Kiitiiphane, Koleksiyon, Katalog numarasi, yaprag.”
seklinde kaynak gosterilmelidir.

Ornek:
Asim. Zeyl-i Ziibdetiil-Es 4r. Millet Kiitiiphanesi, A. Emiri Efendi, No. 1326, vr. 45a.

Internette yer alan bir ¢aligmaya atifta bulunmak icin yazarin soyadi, adi, yazinin
baglig1, yayinct (web site ad), yayin tarihi, baglant adresi bilgilerini vermek yeterlidir.

OI‘ nek:

Gokeek, Fazil. “Mehmet Akif Ersoy.” Tiirk Edebiyat Lsimler Sozliigii, 03 Ocak 2018,
htep://teis.yesevi.edu.tr/madde-detay/ersoy-mehmet-akif.

Kigsisel gériismelerde, kaynak kisinin soyads, ad1, goriisme tiirii ve tarihi su sekilde
yazilmalidir:

Demir, Adem. Telefon goriismesi. 22 Mayis 2018.
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Heniiz yayimlanmamig ama yayimlanmak iizere kabul edilmig makale atflari
da su sekilde gosterilebilir.

Ornek:

Bayram, Biilent. “G.T. Timofeyev’in Notlar1 Cer¢evesinde 20.Yiizy1l Baginda Orta
Idil'de Cuvaslarin Etnik-Kiiltiirel Iligkileri.” bilig, (yayimlanacak), doi: 10.12995/
bilig.9801.

Yazisma Adresi

Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi
bilig Dergisi Editorliigii
Asagy C")vegler Mahallesi, 1314. Cadde, No: 19
Cankaya / ANKARA / TURKIYE
Tel: (0312) 216 06 00 » Faks: (0312) 216 06 09
bilig.yesevi.edu.tr
bilig@yesevi.edu.tr
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bilig
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© Ahmet Yesevi University Board of Trustees

Editorial Principles

bilig aims to present the cultural riches as well as the historical and contemporary

realities and problems of the Turkic world within a scientific framework.

Submissions to bilig should be original articles that will fill a gap in the field or
to be a review that evaluates previously published studies and produces new and
worthwhile ideas. ilig also publishes essays introducing authors and works and

announcing new and recent activities related to the Turkic world.

An article to be published in bilig should not have been previously published or
accepted for publication elsewhere. Papers presented at a conference or symposium

may be accepted for publication if this is clearly indicated

bilig is published quarterly: Winter/January, Spring/April, Summer/July and
Autumn/October. At the end of each year, an annual index is prepared and
published in the winter issue. Each issue is forwarded to subscribers, libraries and

international indexing institutions within one month after its publication.
Review of Articles

Article applications at bilig are made by registering to the “Manuscript Handling
System” at bilig.yesevi.edu.tr web address. Articles sent via e-mail will not be

evaluated.

Articles submitted to bilig are first reviewed in terms of the journals editorial
principles. Those found unsuitable are returned to their authors for revision.
Academic objectivity and scientific quality are considered of paramount importance
in the evaluation of articles submitted for publication. Articles in accordance with
editorial principles are reviewed by the Editorial Board. Submissions found suitable
are referred to two referees working in relevant fields. The names of the referees are

kept confidential and referee reports are stored in Manuscript Handling System.
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If one of the referee reports is positive and the other negative, the article may be
forwarded to a third referee for further assessment or alternatively, the Editorial
Board may make a final decision based on the nature of the two reports. The authors
are responsible for revising their articles in line with the criticism and suggestions
made by the referees and the Editorial Board. If they disagree with any issues, they
may make an objection by providing clearly-stated reasons. Submissions which are
not accepted for publication are not deleted from the system. The final decision

regarding the publication of the articles belongs to the Editorial Board.

The royalty rights of the articles accepted to be published in bilig are considered
transferred to Ahmet Yesevi University Board of Trustees. Authors have full
responsibility for the views expressed in their articles and for their stylistic
preferences. Quotations from other articles and duplication of photographs are

permitted as long as they are fully referenced and cited.
Ethical Principles

bilig follows the documents "Code of Conduct and Best Practice Guidelines for
Journal Editors" and "Code of Conduct for Journal Publishers" of the Publication
Ethics Committee (COPE). Regarding the "Core Practices”" document of COPE,

see. https://publicationethics.org

Authors submitting their work to bilig are obliged to meet the ethical principles

stated below:

Authorship of the paper: Authorship should be limited to those who have
made a significant contribution to the study. Authorship has been agreed prior
to submission and that no one has been ‘gifted” authorship or denied credit as an

author (“ghost authorship”).

Acknowledgements: Those (institutions and financial resources) who have
provided support but have not contributed to the research should be acknowledged

in an Acknowledgements section.

Originality and purity of plagiarism: The submitted work should be entirely
owned by the authors. If the work of other researchers is included in the manuscript,
it should be cited appropriately and listed in the references. The author is obliged
to check the manuscript with one of the plagiarism prevention software, Turnit-
in or iThenticate, and submit the similarity report to the journal for application.

Manuscripts with a similarity rate of 15% or more will not be considered.
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Ethics committee permission and approval: Authors are required to describe in
their manuscripts ethical approval from an appropriate committee and how consent

was obtained from participants when research involves human participants.

Redundant publication: Authors are expected to submit original, previously
unpublished content to bilig. It is unacceptable to submit the work for a review to

another journal at the same time.

Salami publication or salami slicing: Authors should not present the results of
a research as separate publications in academic appointments and promotions by
disaggregating and disseminating the results of the research in an inappropriate

manner and disrupting the integrity of the research.

Data access and retention: Authors are required to submit the raw data of their
research when requested by the editors and referees, and keep this data after

publication.

Fundamental errors in published works: When an author discovers a significant
error or inaccuracy in his/her own published article, it is the author's obligation
to promptly notify the journal editor and cooperate with the editor to retract or

correct the paper.
Publication Policy

All the articles published in bilig are also available as full text on bilig.yesevi.edu.tr

web address as open access.

No fee is charged to the author during article evaluation and publication in bilig.

No royalties are paid to the author, cither.
Language of Publication

bilig publishes articles in Turkish and English. Abstracts of the articles will be in
Turkish and English.

Style Guidelines
In bilig, the style of the MLA citation system are applied as of the 97th issue. The

main points regarding citations, references and bibliography are shown below with
examples, and the 8th version of the MLA citation system (https://style.mla.org/)

should be taken as a basis for sources without examples.

The following rules should be observed while preparing an article for submission

to bilig:
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1. Title of the article: The title should suit the content and express it in the best
way, and should be written in bold letters. The title should consist of no more than
10-12 words.

2. Name(s) and address(es) of the author(s): The article file should not contain
the name(s) and address(es) of the author. Information regarding the author(s)
should be written in the relevant fields in the Manuscript Handling System during
the application.

3. Abstract: The article should include an abstract in Turkish and English at the
beginning. The abstract should explain the topic clearly and concisely in a minimum of
75 and a maximum of 150 words. The abstract should not include references to sources,
figures and charts. Keywords of 5 to 8 words should be placed at the end of the abstract.
There should be a single space between the body of the abstract and the keywords. The
keywords should be comprehensive and suitable to the content of the article.

4. Body Text: The body of the article should be typed on A4 (29.7x21cm) paper
on MS Word in size 12 Times New Roman or a similar font using 1,5 line spacing.
Margins of 2,5 cm should be left on all sides and the pages should be numbered.
Articles should not exceed 7.000 words including the abstract and bibliography.
Passages that need to be emphasized in the text should not be bold but italicized.

Double emphases like using both italics and quotation marks should be avoided

5. Section Titles: The article may contain main and sub-titles to enable a smoother
flow of information. The main titles (main sections, bibliography and appendices)
should be bold and their first letters be capitalized; subtitles, only the first letters
should be capitalized; sub-headings should be written in italics with their first
letters capitalized.

6. Tables and Figures: Tables should have numbers and captions. In tables vertical
lines should not be used. Horizontal lines should be used only to separate the
subtitles within the table. The table number should be written at the top, fully
aligned to the left; the table caption should be in the lower line and the first letter of
each word in the caption should be capitalized. Tables should be placed where they
are most appropriate in the text. Figures should be prepared in line with black-and-
white printing. The numbers and captions of the figures should be written aligned
to the left of the figure. The figure number should be written in italics, ending with
a period. The caption should immediately follow the number. The caption should
not be written vertically, with only the first letter capital, and the references should
be stated. Below is a sample table.
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Table 1
International Students at Turkish Universities (2017-2018)

Male Female Total

Total Number of International Students 81706 43324 125030
TURKSOY Member and Observer Member States 24309 11686 35995
Azerbaijan 12911 4177 17088
Kazakhstan 1051 1014 2065
Kyrgyzstan 1105 821 1926
Moldova 175 225 400
Uzbekistan 435 405 840
Russia 808 621 1429
Turkmenistan 7824 4423 12247

Total Undergraduate and Graduate Students

Number at Universities in Tiirkiye

International Student Ratio 3,12% 2,000  2,61%
Reference: “The Report of the Number of the Students regarding” YOK, 17 August
2019, https://istatistik.yok.gov.tr/

2622936 2168678 4791614

7. Pictures: Pictures should be attached to the articles scanned in high-resolution
print quality. The same rules for figures and tables apply in naming pictures.

The number of pages for figures, tables and pictures should not exceed 10 pages
(one-third of the article). Authors having the necessary technical equipment and
software may themselves insert their figures, drawings and pictures into the text

provided these are ready for printing.

8. Quotations and Citations: Direct quotations should be placed in quotation
marks. Quotations shorter than 2.5 lines should be placed within the flowing text. If
the quotation is longer that 2.5 lines, it should be turned into a block quote with a
1.5 cm indentation only from the right and left, and the font size should be 1 point
smaller. Footnotes and endnotes should be avoided as much as possible. They should

only be used for essential explanations and should be numbered automatically.
Citations within the text should be given in parentheses as follows:

(Kopriili 15).

When sources with two authors are cited, the surnames of the authors should be

given as follows:

(Taner and Bezirci 22).

241



bilig

WINTER 2025/ISSUE 112

When sources with three or more authors are cited, the surname of the first author
is given and ‘et. al’ is added.

(Gokay et. al 18).

If the text already includes the name of the cited author, only the page number
should be given:

In this respect, Tanpinar (131) says ...

When two or more works belonging to the same author are cited, the first few
words of the publication should be distinguished after the author’s surname:

(Dil¢in, Divan Siiri 86).
(Dil¢in, Fuzulinin Siiri 110).

In manuscripts belonging to authors with the same surname, the name of the
author should be shortened before the surname:

(S. Kaplan 41).
(M. Kaplan 16).

In electronic manuscripts with no page number, only the surname or title should
be written.

In encyclopaedias and other sources without authors, only the name of the source
should be written. If the title is long, the first 2-3 words should be given.

Personal interviews should be cited within the text by giving the surnames and dates

should also be cited in the bibliography.

9. References: References should be placed at the end of the text, the surnames of
authors in alphabetical order. The work cited should be entered with the surname
of the author placed at the beginning:

Example:
Isen, Mustafa. Tezkireden Biyografiye. Kapt Yayinlari, 2010.
Kopriilii,, Mehmet Fuat. Azeri Edebiyatinin Tekdmiilii. MEB Yayinlari, 1961.

If a source has two authors, the surname of the first author should be placed first; it
is not functional to place the surname of the other authors first in alphabetical order.

Example:
Taner, Refika, and Asim Bezirci. Edebiyatimizda Segme Hikdyeler. Gozlem Yayinlari, 1981.
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If a source has more than three authors, the surname and name of the first author
should be written, and the other authors should be indicated by et.al.

Example:

Altaev, Zhakypbek et. al. “Essence and Typology of Intellect in al-Farabi’s
Epistemology.” bilig, no. 95, 2020, ss. 79-95.

The titles of books and journals should be italicized; article titles and book
chapters should be placed in quotation marks. Page numbers need not be indicated
for books. Shorter works like journals, encyclopedia entries and book chapters,
however, require the indication of page numbers.

Example:
Berk, {lhan. Poetika. Yap1 Kredi Yayinlari, 1997.
Demir, Nurettin. “Tiirkcede Evidensiyel.” bilig, no. 62, 2012, ss. 97-117.

Aydingiin, Ismail, and Aysegiil Aydingiin. “Crimean Tatars Return Home: Identity and
Cultural Revival.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 33, no. 1, 2007, ss. 113-128.

Translator’s, compiler’s and editor’s names (if there are any) should follow the
author and title of the work:

Example
Shaw, Stanford. Osmants fmpﬂmtor[ug“u. Cev. Mehmet Harmanci, Sermet Matbaast, 1982.

Aydemir, Yagar. “Lamii Celebi’'nin Mecmualara Yanstyan Siirleri.” Bursali Lamii
Celebi ve Dinemi, ed. Bilal Kemikli ve Siileyman Eroglu, Bursa Biiyiiksehir
Belediyesi Yayinlari, 2011, ss. 149-172.

If there is no author name, the name of the editor, preparer or compiler should
be given first:

Tarlan, Ali Nihat, pre. Hayili Divan:. Ak¢ag Yayinlari, 1992.

For encylopedia entries, if the author of the encylopedia entry is known, the
author’s surname and name are written first. These are followed by the date of the
entry, the title of the entry in quotation marks, the full name of the encyclopedia,
its volume number, place of publication, publisher and page numbers:

Example:

Ipekten, Haluk. “Azmi-zAde Mustafa Haleti.” Islém Ansiklopedisi, 4. cilt, Tirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi Yayinlari, 1991, ss. 348-349.
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For theses and dissertations, the surname and name of the thesis author should
be followed by the full title of the thesis in italics, the thesis type, the name of the
university where the thesis was prepared, the date the thesis was written:

Example:

Karakaya, Burcu. Garibinin Yisuf u Ziileyhidsi: Inceleme-Tenkitli Metin-Dizin.
Yiiksek Lisans Tezi. Ahi Evran Universitesi, 2012.

Handwritten manuscripts should be cited in the following way: Author. Title of
the Work. Library. Collection. Catalogue number sheet.

Example:
Asim. Zeyl-i Ziibdetiil-Es 4r. Millet Kiitiiphanesi, A. Emiri Efendi, No. 1326, vr. 45a.

To cite a study found on the Internet, it is sufficient to provide the author’s
surname, name, title of the article, publisher (website name), date of publication,

and link address.
Example:

Gokeek, Fazil. “Mehmet Akif Ersoy.” Tiirk Edebiyat: Isimler Sizliigii, 03 Ocak
2018, hetp://teis.yesevi.edu.tr/madde-detay/ersoy-mehmet-akif.

In personal interviews, the surname, name, interview type and date of the source
person should be given as follows:

Demir, Adem. Phone Call. 22 May 2018.

An article accepted for publication but not yet published can be cited in the
following way:

Example:

Bayram, Biilent. “G.T. Timofeyev'in Notlari Cercevesinde 20.Yiizy1l Basinda Orta Idilde
Cuvaslarin Etnik-Kiiltiirel [liskileri.” bilig, (yayimlanacak), doi: 10.12995/bilig.9801.

Address

Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi
bilig Dergisi Editorliigii
Asagy C")vegler Mahallesi, 1314. Cadde, No: 19
Cankaya / ANKARA / TURKIYE
Phone: +90 312 216 06 00 ® Fax: +90 312 216 06 09
bilig.yesevi.edu.tr
bilig@yesevi.edu.tr
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