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Abstract

In this study, an analysis was conducted of the stories of the American short-story writer O. Henry
and the Kurdish short-story and novel writer Firat Ceweri, The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét, in the context
of irony. Such an approach is well-suited to the field of comparative literature. This study examined
the literary data that could be provided by analysing two writers and their works, who have different
literary, historical and social backgrounds, around a common theme of examination. An analysis of the
ironic discourses in the two stories, both of which featured similar subjects and themes, was conducted
within the framework of the main types of verbal irony, including situational and dramatic irony, with
the aim of explaining how irony functioned in the discourse of each story and how it was connected
to the fundamental elements of the narrative. Following a thorough analysis, it was determined that
both writers employed the literary device of irony to shed light on the social and personal challenges
faced by their characters. Irony functioned as both a narrative tool and a key plot element, allowing
for the expression of deep human emotions and experiences. In addition, it was determined that while
the use of irony was identified as a central feature of O. Henry’s narrative structure, its employment by
Firat Ceweri was found to be limited, and implicit rather than explicit, allowing readers to interpret it
through the medium of their own experiences and perspectives.

Keywords: Comparative literature, verbal irony, situational irony, dramatic irony, O. Henry, Firat
Cewerl

Highlights

e The concept of irony closely related to the narrator, plot and character in the story genre, provides
important data for a comparative analysis.

e We analyzed O. Henry’s The Gifi of Magi and Firat Ceweri’s Bisiklét (Bicycle) stories in the context of
irony.

e In our analysis of the stories The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét according to verbal, situational and dramatic
irony types, it has been determined that irony can be a functional language and narrative element in the
processes of creating, presenting and resolving conflicts in the plot.

e In both stories, the common ironic ground is built on the conflict between material poverty and a strong
bond of love.

Kurte

Di vé 1ekoliné de, ¢iroka bi navé The Gift of Magi ya ¢iroknlisé Ameriki O. Henry G ¢iroka bi
navé Bisiklét a ¢iroknlis G romantsé Kurd Firat Ceweri di ¢arcoveya tégeha ironlyé de weki mijareke
di biwaré edebiyata berawirdi de hatin nirxandin. Bi dahiirandina du niviskar G berhemén wan én ku
xwedi pagxaneyeke cuda ya edebi, diroki 0 civaki ne, hat armanckirin bé ka i dor mijareke 1€koliné
ya hevpar, kijan daneyén edebi dibe bén dabinkirin. Hémanén gotini yén ironik én her du ¢irokan, ku
mijar G temayén wan disibin hev, di car¢oveya ironiya gotini, ironlya rewsé 0 froniya dramatik de hatin
analizkirin. Di I€kolina xwe de me hewl da ku em zelal bikin bé ka froniyé cawa di nav vegotina her
du ¢irokan de cihé xwe girtiye 0 bi hémanén bingehin én ¢iroké ve bi ¢i away1 girédayi ye. Di encama
dah@randinan de diyar bl ku her du niviskaran roni bi kar anine da ku pirsgirékén civaki G takekesi
yén karakterén xwe derxinin pés 0 bétir berbigav bikin. Di vé peywendiyé de van niviskaran ironi
weki amiireke vegotiné 0 weki hémaneke bingehin a ¢iroksaziyé ji bo ifadekirina hest i serpéhatiyén
mirovi yén balkés kardar kirine. Her wiha, di encamé de derket holé ku ironi di plana ¢iroka O. Henry
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de xwedi ciheki navendi ye G hémaneke serdest e, 1€ ji bo Firat Ceweri bi awayeki sinordar 0 sergirti
bliye tercih ku bi siroveyén xwiner (i ezminén xwendiné bétir berbigav dibe.

Peyvén Sereke: Edebiyata berawirdi, froniya gotini, ironlya rewse, ironiya dramatik, O. Henry,
Firat Cewerd.

Xalén Sereke:

e  Tégiha ironiyé di cureya ¢iroké de ji nézik ve bi vegér, karakter 0 ¢iroksaziyé re tékildar e 1 ji bo
dahiirandineke berawirdi daneyén giring berdest dike.

e Me ¢iroka O. Henry The Gift of Magi 1 ¢iroka Firat Cewerl Bisiklét 1i dor péwendiya ironiyé riberi hev
kir.

e  Diencama dahlirandina me ya her du ¢irokan de ya li gor froniya gotini, ironiya rewsé @i ironiya dramatik,
diyar bi ku ironi di pévajoya afirandin, péskéskirin G ¢areserkirina ariseyén nav ¢iroké de dibe hémaneke
zimani yé kargin G hémaneke esasi ya vegérané.

e Di her du ¢irokan de, bingeha hevpar a ironik li ser nakokiya navbera feqirlya madi G girédana xurt a
evindariyé ava biye.

Oz

Bu ¢aligmada Amerikali 6ykii yazar1 O. Henry ve Kiirt 6ykii ve roman yazari Firat Ceweri’nin The
Gift of Magi ve Bisiklét adli 6ykiileri ironi kavrami baglaminda karsilagtirmali edebiyat alanina konu
olabilecek sekilde karsilastirilmigtir. Farkli edebi, tarihsel ve toplumsal arka planlara sahip olan iki
yazar ve soz konusu eserlerinin, ortak bir inceleme temasi etrafinda yapilacak analizlerinin ne tiir edebi
veriler saglayabilecegi irdelenmistir. Benzer konu ve temalar1 olan her iki dykiiniin ironik sdylemleri
baslica sozel ironi, durumsal ironi ve dramatik ironi tiirleri ¢ercevesinde analiz edilmis ve ironinin
her iki dykiiniin sdyleminde nasil bir yer edindigi ve Oykiiniin temel &geleri ile nasil iliskilendigi
aydinlatilmaya caligilmistir. Yapilan analiz sonucunda, her iki yazarin da karakterlerinin yasadiklar
sosyal ve bireysel sorunlar1 yansitmak i¢in ironiden yararlandiklar1 ve vurgulamak istedikleri carpict
insani duygu ve yasantilari dile getirmek i¢in ironiden bir anlatim arac1 ve olay orgiisiiniin bir pargasi
olarak istifade ettikleri goriilmiistiir. Ayrica ironinin O. Henry nin s6z konusu dykiisiinde merkezi bir
konumda ve 6ykii planinin temelinde basat bir 6ge iken, Firat Ceweri i¢in sinirh bir sekilde tercih
edildigi ve okurun yorumlar ile agiga ¢ikabilecek sekilde ortiik oldugu sonucuna varilmistir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Karsilagtirmali edebiyat, sozel ironi, durumsal ironi, dramatik ironi, O.
Henry, Firat Ceweri

Onemli Hususlar

e roni kavrami &ykii tiiriinde anlatici, olay orgiisii ve karakter gibi dgelerle yakindan iliskili olup
karsilagtirmali bir analiz i¢in dnemli veriler saglar.

e O. Henry’nin The Gift of Magi ve Firat Ceweri’nin Bisiklét (Bisiklet) adli dykiilerini ironi baglaminda
analiz ettik.

e The Gift of Magi ve Bisiklét dykiilerinin s6zel, durumsal ve dramatik ironi kavramlarina gore yaptigimiz
analizleri sonucunda, ironinin olay Orgiisiinde catigmalari yaratma, sunma ve ¢oziime kavusturma
stireclerinde 6nemli bir dilsel ve anlatim iglevine sahip olabilecegi goriilmiistiir.

e Her iki dykiide de ortak ironik zemin maddi yoksunluk ile giiclii sevgi baglar arasindaki tezat lizerine
kurulmustur.
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Introduction

Comparative literature continues to offer the opportunity to compare writers with different literary
backgrounds and preferences, and who have written works in different languages and from distant
geographies, with various priorities and limitations. In this study, we examine the stories of O. Henry,
who left his mark on the story genre in the early twentieth century in American literature, and Firat
Cewerl, one of the late story writers of modern Kurdish literature. William Sydney Porter, better
known by his pen name O. Henry, is a famous short story writer in American literature. He wrote
his stories in the early 20th century and as Long (1949, p.1) stated, the short story was a popular
genre at the time. Newspapers and magazines encouraged writers and paid them to send short stories.
According to the information provided by Scofield (2006, p.115-120), most of O. Henry’s stories were
published in famous magazines such as Dispatch, Ainslee’s and Sunday World, and all of his stories
were included in a collection of 12 books. He wrote stories for newspapers, and in order to be read
more and gain interest, he had to come up with interesting stories. So irony was one of the means he
used to make his stories catch the attention of readers. He tells the lives of ordinary city dwellers in
his stories.

Having settled in Sweden for political reasons in the early 1980s, Firat Ceweri began his writing
career in this country. As Scalbert Yiicel (2016, p.176-180) points out that Sweden is the birthplace
of professional Kurdish writing and that Kurds who have sought asylum in Sweden for compelling
political reasons, she also mentions the name of Firat Ceweri as a writer from this generation. In
the early years of his writing career, he mainly wrote short stories. In an interview he gave in the
early 1990s, he stated that he had been working on story writing techniques for over ten years and
that he wanted to break new ground in the modern Kurdish story (Uzun, 1995, p.403). In the later
years, he became known for the novels he wrote. Ceweri’s works have a characteristic that addresses
political and social issues in the context of Kurdish society, focusing on individual and social conflicts
experienced by individuals. Even if we cannot speak of an ironic style and narrative approach that is
indispensable in Ceweri’s works in general, as he usually chooses his heroes from individuals who
represent the problems, inequality and oppression of Kurdish society, ironic situations and characters
can be traced in his stories.

We focus on The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét (Bicycle), which have similar characteristics in terms
of subject, theme and character, in the context of the concept of irony. The concept of irony, which
is closely related to the narrator, plot and character in the story genre, provides important data for a
comparative analysis. This is because irony is open to discovery in literary texts as inherent in the
basic elements of the story. In some cases, although it is not directly observed through the narrator, plot
or character, the subject and theme chosen by the author and the extratextual meaning of this subject
theme can form the basis for an ironic perception in the reader.

In the stories The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét, the subject chosen by both authors is shaped around
the theme of poverty and the characters they portray want to buy gifts for their loved ones despite
being poor. Material poverty and limited purchasing power lead them to different searches and they
react differently. The economic problems experienced by individuals with similar social and economic
opportunities and the desire to make their loved ones happy despite these problems are a common
theme that unites both stories. In our study, the authors’ methods of handling these subjects, themes
and problematic similarities, their methods of using irony as a narrative element and their ironic and
empathetic attitudes towards their characters are examined. After discussing the concept of irony
in general, we will touch upon irony in the field of literature and analyze both works within the
framework of the concepts of verbal irony, situational irony and dramatic irony.
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1. A Summary of The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét Stories

The Gift of the Magi tells the story of Della and Jim, a young but poor couple. Della is a young
woman who lives with her husband Jim in a cheaply furnished rented flat. On the day before Christmas,
she sits at home counting her savings. In the early years of their marriage, Jim’s business was doing
well and he was making more money, but over time the couple had grown poor. Della has been a good
saver, but her savings are very small. She wants to buy Jim something special for Christmas with her
savings, but when she realizes she doesn’t have enough money for a present, she has tears in her eyes.
Della looks at herself in the dirty mirror and decides to try to do something. Her long brown hair has
been Della’s greatest treasure. She puts on her old coat and her old hat and goes to a shop where hair
is bought and sold. The owner of the shop, Madame Sofronie, agrees to cut Della’s hair and to buy it
from her. Della spends the rest of the day wandering about trying to find something to give Jim. Jim
has a gold pocket watch that had been in his family, and Della wants to buy a nice chain to match it.
She finally finds a beautiful platinum chain. Della is so excited that she goes home to give Jim his gift.

When Della gets home, she tries to style her short hair in the best possible way. She is afraid that
Jim will be angry and that he will no longer think she is beautiful. When Jim sees Della cutting her
hair, he has a strange look on his face. She explains that she sold her hair to pay for his Christmas
gift. Jim gives her a hug in return and tells her that he loves her no matter what her hair looks like. He
then gives her a Christmas present: a set of jewelled tortoiseshell combs that she once admired in a
department store window. Della loves the gift, but when she realises that she will not be able to use it,
she bursts into tears. Jim tries to comfort her, and Della excitedly gives him her platinum watch chain
as a present. Jim laughs and tells her that he had to sell his precious watch to pay for the combs. The
narrator praises the couple for their selfless gift of love, ending the story by comparing them to the
three wise men who brought gifts to the baby Jesus.

Remo, a child from a poor family, and his passion for bicycles is the central story of Bisikiér.
Remo’s family, who have moved to the city due to financial difficulties in the village, continue to live
in poverty. But Remo’s desire to own a bicycle, which only the son of the landowner in the village had
and which became a passion for him, continues in the city. When Remo returns from school, he sits
unhappily at the table and refuses to eat. This upsets his mother and makes his father very angry. When
he does not answer his father’s persistent questions, his father scolds him and tries to hit him, but his
mother stops him. Knowing that the reason for his sadness is the bicycle they could not buy, his father
tells him that he will buy him a bicycle to calm him down after a while.

His father keeps asking him questions like where in the city bicycles are sold, the addresses of the
places that sell them, and Remo wants to be sure by giving detailed answers to these questions. Having
difficulty believing his father’s words, he offers to go look tomorrow, but his father refuses, promising
to buy it tomorrow. Remo falls asleep dreaming of a bicycle but is haunted by nightmares of never
owning one. In the morning, his mother comforts him by telling him that his father will buy him a
bike when he goes to school. When he comes home from school in the evening, he first has trouble
believing it when he sees a red bike in front of the house, then he gets on the bike and rides off with
joy and tears. Remo’s parents try to escape feudal exploitation and poverty in the village by moving to
the city, but they can’t escape poverty there either. The story ends happily enough with Remo getting
a bike, but it’s a bit of a irony that the poor Kurdish villagers who want to live a happy and prosperous
life by moving from the village to the city are met with the opposite of their expectations, and it’s a
theme that many Kurdish writers have chosen for their works, such as this story.
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2. Irony in General

McArthur (1992, p.532) draws attention to the etymological roots of the concept of irony in both
the Latin word “ironia” and the Greek “eirdneia”, and defines “irony” as the expression of words
that imply a contrary meaning to that typically associated with them. In general usage, irony is an
imbalance between what is expected and what happens. Pfordresher et., al. (1989, p.973) state that
irony is a concept used to express the contrast between the seeming state of something and its actual
state. Peck & Coyle (1984, p.135) define irony as a way of writing in which what is meant is contrary
to what the words appear to say. According to Wright (1953, p.111), the existing discourse is not yet
sufficiently universal to permit the use of the term “irony” without some explanation, but the word has
clear meanings of a limited kind: dramatic irony, verbal irony, romantic irony, the irony of fate.

The historical background of irony goes back to ancient Greece. Aristophanes’ comic plays and
Socrates’ questioning wisdom disguised as an ignorant man are considered to be the pioneers of the
ironic style. Colebrook (2005, p.2-10) points to the changing function of irony in the historical process
from ancient Greece to the present day. Prior to the explicit and extended theorisation of irony in the
nineteenth century, irony was a recognised but minor and subordinate figure of speech. Up until the
Renaissance, irony was theorised within the field of rhetoric and was often listed as a kind of allegory.
Tittler (1984, p.15) claims that although somewhat displaced by the concerns of deconstructive
criticism, irony remains a key element in contemporary literature, literary criticism and theory.

Irony has been studied theoretically and has attracted interest from many different disciplines.
Historical and contemporary studies of irony can also be found in fields as diverse as anthropology,
literary studies, linguistics, psychology, philosophy, cultural studies and more, as Colston & Gibbs
(2007, p.3) note. The subjects that are related to irony are as diverse as the arts, literature, the media,
language, politics, and many others. As a result of attempts to define and classify the concept of irony,
various expressions and definitions have emerged. McArthur (1992, p.532) classifies the types of
irony that have developed in the course of history. Three types of irony have been recognized since
antiquity: (1) Socratic irony, which involves adopting a mask of innocence and ignorance to win an
argument; (2) dramatic or tragic irony, in which events in a play or real situation present a double
vision; and (3) linguistic irony, a duality of meaning now considered the classical form of irony. In
modern times, two further concepts have been added: 1) Structural irony, a quality built into texts
where a naive narrator’s observations reveal the deeper implications of a situation. 2) Romantic irony,
where authors make a deal with readers to share the double vision of what is happening in the plot of
a novel, film, etc.

LRI

Pfordresher et al. (1989, p.973:) discuss irony under three headings: “verbal irony”, “situational
irony” and “dramatic irony”. In verbal irony, the literal meaning of a word contrasts with its intended
meaning. Situational irony refers to what happens as opposed to what is expected or intended to happen.
Dramatic irony relates to a situation in which events or facts unknown to one character in a work of
fiction are known to another character and to the reader. Colebrook (2005, p.13) alternatively uses the
term “cosmic irony”, saying that it is as if human life and understanding of the world is undermined by
some other meaning or design beyond our powers. Colebrook (2005, p.15) also distinguishes between
types of irony. Dramatic, cosmic and tragic irony are ways of thinking about the relationship between
human intentions and contrary outcomes. Muecke (1986, p.23) defines the concept of “romantic
irony”, which he attributes to the German philosopher and literary critic Schlegel, as the irony of the
universe with man or the individual as the victim. He also uses two concepts, “instrumental irony” and
“observable irony”. While the instrumental irony is more functional in text-centred communication
and in literary texts, the observable irony is that in which language is the instrument.

Tittler (1984, p.17-18) explains the concept in terms of the human attitude towards irony and
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attempts to explain the concept in terms of its subjective and objective nature. Irony can be divided
into two elements, objective and subjective. There are also two types of objective irony, commonly
called intended irony (mostly verbal) and another called accidental irony (alternatively, irony “of
events”). Colebrook (2005, p.15) refers to various expressions of the linguistic function that reveal
and specify irony. We know that a word is ironic when it seems out of place or unconventional.
The recognition of irony therefore brings to the fore the social, conventional and political aspects of
language. Lucariello (2007, p.471-472) brings the function of irony to the surface in the context of the
outcomes it produces, noting that irony produces various social outcomes, primarily gains and losses.

2.1. Irony in Literature

Irony is a concept that has become important in literary studies and in creating literary texts in
general. According to Muecke (1986, p.3), the importance of irony in literature is beyond question.
All art, or all literature, is essentially ironic - or all good literature is said to need to be ironic. Literary
irony is often used for critical or humorous effect. Different types of irony can be used to express
various emotions in the dialogue of a literary text. The author may aim to create an ironic text to create
a sense of surprise in the reader, to convey a persuasive message or to convey an idea with such an
effect on the reader’s emotions. Mavlanova & Ruziyeva (2020, p.362) touch on the function of irony
in literature, stating that most of the irony is of a rhetorical, satirical or heuristic nature. Irony can be
used as a rhetorical device to assert one’s meaning. It can be used as a satiric device to attack a point
of view or to reveal folly, hypocrisy or vanity. It may be used as a heuristic to make the reader see that
things are not as simple or certain as they seem, or perhaps not as complex or dubious as they seem.

According to Kostenko (2014, p.12), irony in literature is a much more complicated manifestation.
It appears in the confrontation of the human mind with the paradoxes of life, which have no solution,
and it is here that an ironic distance, understanding or fixed uncertainty of human life and knowledge
becomes an alternative, which allows a person to live with the awareness of the paradox of existential
problems. Irony is a device of the implicit meaning of the text, it is a construction based on the
difference between an objectively simple meaning and a meaning as a concept. It acts as a hidden joke
and in this way it differs from satire and parody. Farrell et., al. (1987, p.537) assert that to understand
irony requires experience in reading. In literature, it is very common for an ironic twist to come only
at the end of a poem, a story or a play. The purpose of dramatic irony may be to elicit sympathy for a
character, to create a sense of suspense, or to produce a comic effect.

Irony can be found in almost all literary genres. According to Muecke (1986, p.68), among literary
genres, irony is most closely associated with the genre of theatre. Theatre, drama and irony are related
in many ways. All observable ironies are by definition theatrical. They require the presence of an
observer to complete the irony. Irony is not just something that happens; it is something that can at
least be imagined as happening. As Muecke (1986, p.70-71) puts it, we can think of the dramatis
personae as the victim of irony. We can say that drama, though not necessarily ironic, is usually ironic.
In most plays, the audience will have more knowledge of what is going on than the dramatis personae.
As a result, it will see the dramatis personae as being possessed by false or unnecessary hopes, fears,
or beliefs.

Colebrook (2005, p.18) suggests that poems are ironic because they take the words we use in
everyday language and give them a range of significations. Texts are ironic not because they refer
to the world and its conflicts; irony lies in the tensions of language. Muecke (1986, p.92) points out
that what is perhaps more important is that, unlike drama, prose fiction does not bind its audience, the
individual reader, to a fixed time for performing. The freedom of the reader to read at his or her own
pace, to pause, to re-read and to reflect, makes a number of things possible. It allows greater length,
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therefore breadth, and finer detail, complexity, explanation, reflection and deliberation. Irony in the
novel, for Muecke (1986, p.87-88), is the false picture a character has formed of the world he inhabits,
which conflicts with the real world. This wider irony has been a basic irony of the novel from the
beginning.

2.2. The Use of Irony in Short Story

In stories, the basic elements of the story genre, such as character, narrator and plot, are most often
used to create irony. The writer sometimes creates irony by using an ironic narrative style. In order to
create an ironic effect, some writers use an ironic character as the narrator in their works. The actions
and expressions of such a narrator arouse suspicion in the reader. The writer and the reader meet at an
ironic point through the words and actions of the ironic character, which are not in accordance with the
real or ideal situation. Sometimes ironic characters set the stage for irony. Sometimes the plot creates
an ironic situation with various contrasts, coincidences and difficulties. Although irony is most often
found in literary works with comic situations, Wright (1953, p.114) points out that there are also ironic
situations that do not contain comedy or even humoup.He gives the example of Oedipus searching for
the murderer of King Laius when the murderer is himself.

Colebrook (2005, p.10) states that irony can either lie in the situation, where what the character
says is undercut by what he does or says elsewhere; or the irony can lie in the speech itself, where
the rhetoric is so excessive or clichéd that we assume the author is making fun of the character’s own
limited imagination. Irony in its various forms is, according to Alkhidir (2024, p.50), a powerful plot
device. Unexpected events or the behaviour of characters can create a sense of suspense for the reader,
enhance the humour of a literary work, or leave a greater impression on the audience. As a means of
plotting, irony makes the reader reconsider his or her knowledge, expectations, and understanding. In
this way, writers can draw attention to themes in their work and at the same time catch their readers
by surprise. As a literary device, irony does not just reveal unexpected events or turns in the plot. It
is used to show the differences in the behaviour of characters, making them far more complicated
and realistic. By challenging the audience’s assumptions and expectations, irony can also reveal their
prejudices. As such, it is a powerful tool to use when writing.

It should be noted that irony is used in stories for a variety of purposes. It is an effective and
strong literary device that is used by many writers for decoration, to create a twist of fate and to give
many twists in such a way that the last events are back to the previous ones, or to create a sense of
excitement. It is used for its social function, to show how the speaker feels about a certain social
problem. It is used to bring some real social problems to the readers, which are covered with deep and
unexpected irony, either in the form of statements made by some characters, an unexpected situation,
or a misunderstanding and unawareness among the characters. Irony allows the reader to view the
events, situations and actions of the characters in the work with judgement and questioning. It is used
to judge, to criticise, to mock and to tell the truth in an indirect way. It is also used to show a degree
of emotional control, making the reader consider what he or she expects or what the speaker intends.

3. Reflection of Three Types of Irony in The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét

The Gift of the Magi is one of O. Henry’s most representative works, which exemplifies his mastery
of irony. In this work, O. Henry ironically narrates the social and economic situations of his characters
who are experiencing financial difficulties and their ordinary desires, which are often not fulfilled
according to their tastes. Scofield (2006, p.118) regards O. Henry’s ironic attitude as indicative of
love and sympathy towards his characters, and asserts that O. Henry’s most famous story, The Gifts
of the Magi, exemplifies his usage of plot in relation to the lives of the poor in the big city. Firat
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Cewerl’s story Bistklét, written in the early 1980s and selected from the author’s book Girti, published
in 1986, is one of the author’s early works. In this story, the author chooses a narrator who expresses a
sympathetic attitude towards the main character, Remo. The narrative style used in Bisiklét is notable
for its absence of judgmental, critical or ironic discourse. Instead of subjecting the characters and their
situations to open and direct irony, the author presents situations that may be ironic to the reader with a
neutral attitude. In the analysis that follows, we will examine the stories The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét
through the lenses of 1) verbal irony, 2) situational irony, and 3) dramatic irony. These three types of
irony are widely studied in the literary genre.

3.1. Verbal Irony
As stated by Wilson & Sperber (2007, p.36), verbal irony finds expression in literary texts

through techniques such as “ironic understatements”, “ironic quotations” and “ironic interjections”.
Understatements are typically analysed as statements that do not convey the opposite of the intended
meaning, but rather, they convey a less intense version of the intended meaning. Ironical quotations,
for example, are only successful as irony if they are recognised as quotations, rather than merely being
interpreted as the opposite of the literal meaning. Finally, ironic interjections involve the narrator
or one of the characters preparing the ground for an ironic situation by interrupting or intervening.
Colston & Gibbs (2007, p.6) state that utterances of verbal irony must 1) violate the sincerity or belief

condition, and 2) occur in instances of a violation of expectations.

It is evident that verbal irony is present in certain instances. The author uses examples of verbal
irony, exemplifying the interjection technique through the narrator, to provide an ironic tone to the
narrative. The narrator, who uses the term “bulldozing” to inform the reader, states that Della bullies
the shopkeepers in various ways in order to save small amounts of money:

Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer and the vegetable man and the
butcher.

In the subsequent sentence, the narrator similarly disrupts the sequence of events and expresses
an ironic perspective by contrasting the conventional functionality of tools such as “letter-boxes” and
“electric buttons” with their present state of malfunction.

In the vestibule below was a letter-box into which no letter would go, and an electric button from
which no mortal finger could coax a ring.

In the story The Gift of Magi, the narrator skilfully uses irony to create striking situations by
exaggerating some of Della’s behaviours through the use of idiomatic expressions, or by providing an
ironic twist to her actions and reactions. For example, her excitement at buying gifts with the money
she receives from selling her hair is expressed as follows:

Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings.

Della’s visit to the stores is characterised by a sense of excitement. The word “ransacking” is used
ironically to describe the act of looting the stores:

She was ransacking the stores for Jim’s present.

Furthermore, the following statements exemplify the underestimate approach in the narrator’s
discourse. While the narrator presents the gift and the intended recipient in an ironic manner as unique,
this actually serves to normalise the gift:
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She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else. There was no other like it in
any of the stores .... It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in design. .... It was even worthy of
The Watch.

In the story The Gift of Magi, there is an ironic tone in Della’s monologues in the final parts of the
story:

“If Jim doesn’t kill me,” she said to herself, “before he takes a second look at me, he’ll say I look
like a Coney Island chorus girl.

A similar ironic tone can be seen in the dialogue between Jim and Della:
“You’ve cut off your hair?” asked Jim, laboriously,

“Cut it off and sold it,” said Della.

“You say your hair is gone?” he said, with an air almost of idiocy.

“You needn’t look for it,” said Della. “It’s sold, I tell you--sold and gone, too.

In the story Bisiklét, there is minimal use of irony in the narrator’s language or the conversations
between the father, mother and Remo, with only one or two exceptions. However, the irony is indirect,
through creating expectations, which are initially left unanswered and which reach a happy conclusion
depending on the characters’ various reactions. The subsequent conversation is notable for the abrupt
shift in tone of Remo’s speech when he refrains from answering the father’s questions at the story’s
outset, leading to the father’s reaction. This serves as an example of verbal irony:

- Dersa te iro ¢awan ¢(i, lawé min? (How was your class today, my dear son?)
Despite not receiving an answer, the father repeats his question in a more insistent tone:
- Ez ji te dipirsim lawé min, dersa te cawan ¢i? (I’'m asking you my son, how was your class?)

When he repeats his question for the third time, the father becomes visibly agitated, as he feels that
his expectation of an answer has not been met. The profanity he incorporates into his speech when
posing his final question is, ironically, directed at himself. Another ironic choice in the speech is to ask
Remo, who has remained silent despite the shouting, if he has heard.

- Ez ji te re dib&jim, ker lawé keran, ma qey deng nayé¢ te? (I’'m telling you, you son of a donkey,
don’t you hear me?)

The following sentence is an example of verbal irony in the story Bisiklét. The author expresses an
idiom that also has a swear word version by changing its verb, probably because it is a conversation
between a father and his son. He uses the following expression in an absurd tone to express the
financial impossibility of buying a bicycle:

- Kuro, ma ezé bi kené xwe ji te re bisiklétan bikirim? Ma tu rewsa me nabini? (Boy, shall I buy
you a bike with my laughter? Can’t you see the situation we’re in?)

In the above example, we observe a clear violation of expectation. Remo’s father had previously
promised to buy him a bicycle, but did not keep this promise. Consequently, Remo expresses his
disappointment verbally, showing signs of sadness and a lack of desire to eat. He anticipates a positive
reaction from his father, but instead receives a scolding and an expression of financial constraints. This
interaction consequently results in a violation of expectation for Remo.
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In the story of Bisikilét, the narrator employs the following strategy to present a situation as
significant, whilst adopting an underestimated attitude:

Remo wisan ji matematiké hez dikir, ku li ser wé ruh i can dida. W1 ji yeké heya bi milyonan G deh
milyonan kani bli bihejmarta i binivisanda. (Remo was mad about maths, he was practically obsessed
with it. He could count and write from one to a million, and even up to ten million.)

The ironic situation that emerges in this example may be an intentional irony created by the author
through the narrator, or it may be an ironic perception on the part of the reader that arises from the
fact that Remo’s mathematical skill no longer has any importance today, regardless of the narrator’s
intention.

3.2. Situational Irony

As described by Peck & Coyle (1984, p.136-137), situational irony depends on a gap between how
characters understand a situation and the true nature of the situation. Lucariello (2007, p.467) explains
that situational irony is a state of events that is contrary to what was or could be naturally expected, or
a contradictory outcome of events. Situational irony points to those situations that should not be the
case. Similarly, Lucariello (2007, p.467-468) notes that situational and verbal irony could be said to
be similar in that they exhibit a duality characterised by an opposition of concepts. However, the two
forms of irony are not equivalent, despite these similarities. Verbal irony implies an ironist, a speaker
who consciously uses a technique. Situational irony does not imply an ironist. It implies an observer
of a situation that is perceived as ironic.

The Gift of Magi begins with a sentence emphasizing a small amount, “One dollar and eighty-
seven cents.” The second sentence, “That was all,” expresses that this is the total amount of money.
The ironic presentation created by listing one dollar and its fractions with the expression “all” is
reinforced with the sentence “And sixty cents of it was in pennies.”, so that we learn that some of the
money is also change. The fact that one dollar and its fractions are “all” expresses an ironic absence.
In the following sentence, we learn how Della, who counted this small amount of money three times,
saved this amount with great difficulty. Finally, the narrator makes the situation of not having money
even more ironic by equating it to a time when money should be spent with the sentence “And the
next day would be Christmas.” Later in the story, we learn that Della and Jim, who are a young and
poor married couple, experience financial deprivation and the fact that the next day is Christmas. This
creates the ironic structure of the story.

In the following sentence, there is an irony built on the contrast between the functions of objects as
they should be and their current dysfunction:

In the vestibule below was a letter-box into which no letter would go, and an electric button from
which no mortal finger could coax a ring.

In the example below, we see a type of situational irony with the wealthy years of Jim and Della’s
lives and their current poor state, the name tag on the door and the fading and fading colors. This
example is also a type of irony of fate, showing how material wealth and poverty affect today’s human
life and perception.

The “Dillingham” had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity when its
possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the income was shrunk to $20, the letters of
“Dillingham” looked blurred, as though they were thinking seriously of contracting to a modest and
unassuming D.
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Della has decided that she will definitely buy a gift for Jim’s watch, and she will get the money
she needs by selling her hair. The narrator’s comparison of Della’s hair to a flowing brown waterfall,
the way her hair complements Della, and the decision to cut it gives an ironic image of the situation:

So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It
reached below her knee and made itself almost a garment for her.

Della’s most distinctive and unique feature is her thick hair, but Della is going to cut it and sell
it. Although Della gives the impression of being hesitant for a while between the thick and beautiful
appearance of her hair and her decision to sell it, the narrator quickly dismisses this hesitation with
Della’s hasty and nervous mood. The narrator distances both the reader and Della from the ironic
reality of the situation and moves on to the next step in the plot:

And then she did it up again nervously and quickly.

While the author contrasts the word possession with the difficulties of being poor, which is its
equivalent, being wealthy, in the story, he also displays a separate ironic attitude by expressing material
and spiritual capital only with the word “possession”:

Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which they both took a
mighty pride. One was Jim’s gold watch that had been his father’s and his grandfather’s. The other
was Della’s hair.

While Jim’s gold watch has a material property value, a physical part of us, such as our hair, is
presented in the context of material possessions. There are other examples of situational irony in the
text, as the story culminates in some examples of verbal irony and a major example of dramatic irony
in the final part.

The conflict in the story of Bisiklét is established with an approach that corresponds to situational
irony. Remo, who should be happy, eating and talking to his parents under normal circumstances,
displays the exact opposite mood. Remo, who is expected to be happy to return home from school, is
quite sad:

Gava ku Remo évari ji dibistané vegeriya malé, kéfa wi ne 1€ b, ¢enté di desté xwe de avéte ser
masé 0 i quncikeke xéni runist. (When he came home that evening, he looked pretty unhappy, and he
was in a bad mood, he threw his bag down on the table and sat in a corner.)

Similarly, although he should be eating at the table, he sits without eating anything. He does not
answer his father’s question, which he repeats three times with different tones and emphasis:

Léwik 1éva xwe daliqand, milén xwe hejandin G tu bersiv neda. (The boy just pursed his lips, shook
his head and didn’t say anything.)

Living a poor life in the village, Remo’s family moved to the city to get better living conditions.
Remo was beaten by the son of the lord in the village because he was playing with his bicycle, but his
father promised him that he would buy him a bicycle when they moved to the city:

Bavé w1 ji jé re gotibl “Lawé min jehr di bisikléta lawé axé de be, mere cem wi; ku em malé bar
kin bajér, bi soz ez ji lawé xwe re bisikléteké bikirim. (His father said: “Damn my son, Aga’s son’s
bike, don’t play with it, when we move to town I promise I’ll buy you a bike.)

However, despite moving to the city for a year, his father does not buy Remo a bicycle and constantly
puts him off. Therefore, Remo’s silent reaction is against this unfulfilled promise. The father probably

Artuklu Kurdology « 19 « March 2025

12



Sami CELIKTAS
Reflection of Irony in O. Henry’s The Gift of Magi and Firat Ceweri’s Bisiklét Stories

sees Remo’s desire for a bicycle as a luxury to be put on the back burner, since they also have financial
difficulties in the city. However, for Remo, bicycles are a passion and moving to the city is equivalent
to having a bicycle for him. In this case, situational irony occurs due to the difference in attitudes of
the father and son, who perceive a given situation differently and react accordingly.

The contrast between the family’s poverty and Remo’s unhappy state is resolved by the strong
feeling of love that the parents feel for their children. First, the mother instills a vague hope in her son:

fcar diya wi li ber geriya 0 got:

- Eré lawé min, hela were siva xwe bixwe, emé di re li ser bipeyivin.
(Now his mother spoke to him pleadingly.

- Ok, my son, come and eat your meal, we can talk about this later.)

Later, an attitude towards buying a bicycle is observed in the Father, and he reflects this by asking
Remo questions about places that sell bicycles. The fact that the Father asks Remo questions about
places that sell bicycles shows that he is making some calculations in his mind.

Bavé wi bi dengeki hebeki bilind got:
- Niha ew jehrtéketiyén bisiklétan bi ¢iqasi ne? (His father asked a little loudly:)
- So, how much are these goddamn bikes?

The questions asked by the father at short intervals, similar to the ones above, appear as a kind of
situational irony. Because the reader witnesses the internal ironic conflict and questioning experienced
by the father through the questions he asks.

3.3. Dramatic Irony

Dramatic irony is a literary device that allows the audience to know more than the characters in
a story, thereby creating a sense of awareness regarding the characters’ potential challenges. This
is achieved by the author providing information to the reader that the character is unaware of, thus
creating a form of dramatic tension. Muecke (1986, p.81-82) asserts that dramatic irony emerges when
an audience perceives a character to be confidently unaware of their own ignorance. Tittler (1984,
p-22) emphasises that dramatic irony is a pivotal concept, as it depends on the reader’s or spectator’s
knowledge of the character’s situation, which the character themselves does not. It is relevant in both
the intended and accidental fields. According to McArthur (1992, p.532), a sophisticated ironic style
was established in European writing during the 17th and 18th centuries. This can be seen in examples
such as Henry Fielding’s novels, where he would interrupt the action to address his readers directly
and comment on events. By engaging in this technique, writers are able to combine creative egotism
with a charming and satirical self-mockery. The following example illustrates the ironic attitude of the
narrator and the reader towards Della and Jim throughout the story:

While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first stage to the second, take a look
at the home.

Della’s situation is an example of dramatic irony, as she is unaware that the narrator has given up
on telling about her, leaving her alone in her tearful state and showing the poor state of the house to
the reader.
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The most striking example of dramatic irony in the story The Gift of Magi is when Della and Jim
unknowingly give up their most valuable possessions to buy each other gifts. Della sold her hair for
$20 and bought a platinum watch chain for Jim’s gold watch. However, Della is unaware that Jim sold
his gold watch to buy a comb for Della’s long hair:

“Be good to me, for it went for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered,” she went on with
a sudden serious sweetness, “but nobody could ever count my love for you.”

On the other hand, the reader is aware of the characters selling their most valuable possessions to
buy each other gifts. However, at the end of the story, Della and Jim find out about what happened
much later than the reader, and in this way, the story ends with a kind of dramatic turn.

In the story of Bisiklét, dramatic irony is not a technique preferred by the author. However, although
Remo’s sadness and hiding this sadness offers the opportunity to use the dramatic irony technique in
the narrative, the author does not prefer this method. Similarly, if a plot such as the father buying
a bicycle without telling Remo was preferred and the narrator had only informed the reader at the
beginning and conveyed this information to Remo at the end of the story, a concrete dramatic example
that we can analyze would have emerged in the story of Bisiklét.

The reason for Remo’s sadness can be shown as an example of dramatic irony, even if only partially,
from the mother’s perspective. The mother has difficulty understanding Remo’s state, which is sad and
does not eat:

- Ci ye lawé min, ma ¢i bliye? Qey dersdaré te bi te re xeyidi ye? (What happened son, what’s the
problem? Was your teacher angry with you?)

However, the father knows the reason and tells her immediately. Therefore, the mother’s
unawareness of the source of Remo’s sadness ceases to be a factor affecting the plot.

Conclusion

In our analysis of the stories The Gift of Magi and Bisiklét according to verbal, situational and
dramatic irony types, it has been determined that irony is a functional language and narrative element
in the processes of creating, presenting and resolving conflicts in the plot. In both stories, verbal irony
elements have been an important means of expression to clearly and strikingly express the material
difficulties experienced by the characters. In The Gift of Magi, the knowledgeable discourse of the
ironic narrator expresses ironic expressions with more complex words, sentences and emphasis, while
in Bisiklét, irony is expressed simply and directly with the plain expression possibilities of the father
or other characters. In the story The Gift of Magi, examples of verbal irony, situational irony and
dramatic irony have been seen to be placed throughout the story in a planned manner. While verbal
irony is mostly conveyed through the narrator’s tone, it is also present in character conversations. The
attitudes and actions of the Della character, who is the focal point of the story, have been made verbal
irony material by the narrator with exaggerated idioms and statements. In the story of Bisiklét, more
situational irony examples were detected. Although the author included some verbal irony examples,
he did not prefer the dramatic irony technique.

As aresult of our analysis, it has been seen that in the story of The Gift of Magi, irony is considered
by the author as a fundamental feature of the text. Irony is the main form of discourse of the narrator
and the plot is meticulously processed to reinforce the ironic effect. In this respect, irony is delicately
constructed as a conscious choice of the author in the story of The Gift of Magi. In the story of Bisiklét,
irony is not a technique placed at the center of the narrative. In this work, irony can be observed
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through a mediation created by the situations such as the opposing perceptions and priorities of the
characters in the story and their unmet desires, which can be interpreted by the reader or the researcher.
Therefore, a key difference between O. Henry and Firat Ceweri is how they incorporate irony. While
irony is central to The Gift of the Magi, it is used more subtly and sparingly in Bisiklét despite thematic
similarities.

In both stories, the common ironic ground is built on the conflict between material poverty and a
strong bond of love. In the story The Gift of Magi, both Della and Jim reflect the sadness of the lack
of money with their behaviors, while on the other hand, even in this poverty situation, they do not
neglect to buy love and a gift for their loved ones, which is an indicator of this. Similarly, in the story
Bisiklét, Remo’s parents reflect their strong love for Remo by buying a bicycle, which is a luxury for
their poor lives. It is a typical irony of life that poor people who have difficulty in buying gifts for their
loved ones due to financial difficulties make sacrifices with strong bonds of love. In this way, there
is a common ironic ground that brings the two stories and the attitudes of their characters together.
In both stories, the writers have created a spiritual and moral shelter for their characters by working
on spiritual values such as love, loyalty and sacrifice. Irony has acquired a function that makes the
difficulty of the conditions and the solutions found by the characters striking in both stories. As a
result, despite their obvious differences, it has been seen that the interpretation of the two works we
have examined, one written in English and the other in Kurdish, with a historical difference of half a
century between them, within the framework of a concept such as irony, provides some literary data
that can be used for various research purposes.
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Kurte

Realizma sosyalist, doktrineke politik a edebi ye ku di 1934an de ji aliyé Sovyetan ve bi awayeki
fermi hatiye qebtlkirin G li ser niviskarén Sovyeté hatiye ferzkirin. Li gor vé doktring, divé niviskar
weki endezyarén civaké tev bigerin G berhemén xwe 1i gor wé binivisinin. Di edebiyata kurdi ya
Sovyeté de, Erebé Semo, yekem ji wan kesan e ku berhemén xwe bi ré (i rébazén realizma sosyalist
dinivisine. Ew di berhemén xwe de cih dide necari 0 hejariya karker @i gundiyan i pasé wan bi
sosyalizmé digihijine zanin, kéfxwesi i rehetiyé. Lehengén berhemén wi, ji ber vé yeké tim 0 dayim
minetdaré Sovyetan in. Her wiha ew, fedakar G nobedarén pergala nli ne. Erebé Semo, di her du
romanén xwe Hopo 0 Jiyana Bextewar de prototipa “insanén nil yén Sovyeté” destnisan dike. Di van
romanén xwe da axa, beg 0 kedxuran mehkim dike, Lenin @ diwana Sovyeté héjayi pesnan dibine.
Ev xebat li ser jiyana Erebé Semo, berhemén wi 0 nisaneyén realizma sosyalist di her du romanén wi
Hopo 0 Jiyana Bextewar de, disekine. Her wiha di van her du romanén navbori de sopén minetdariya
pergala Sovyetan vedikole i analiz dike.

Béjeyén Sereke: Edebiyata Kurdi ya Sovyeté, Realizma Sosyalist, Erebé Semo, Jiyana Bextewar,
Hopo

Xalén Sereke:

e  Erebé Semo, di romanén xwe Hopo G Jiyana Bextewar de, bi rébazén 1deolojik én realizma sosyalist,
kurdén Sovyeté digihijine arami 1 rehetiyé {i wan dike minetdarén Sovyeté.

e  Erebé Semo, hem weki niviskareki kurd i hem ji weki kesayetek, bi awayeki sistematik di xizmeta
siyaseta Sovyeté de cih digire.

e Di Hopo 0 Jiyana Bextewar de karakterén weki Emerik, Sehid, Hesen @ Ziné, minaka “insanén nil
yén Sovyeté” ne ku ew ji bo pésxistina civaka sosyalist dixebitin.

o Di Hopo 0 Jiyana Bextewar de Sovyet, weki hézeké ku kurdan ji zordariyén feodal G dewletén
serdest rizgar kiriye t€ nisandan 1 ev yek dibe sedema minetdariya kurdan 1i hemberi Sovyetan.

Oz

Sosyalist realizm, 1934 yilinda Sovyetler tarafindan resmi olarak kabul edilen ve Sovyet
yazarlarina dayatilan politik ve edebi bir doktrindir. Bu doktrine gore, yazarlar toplumun miihendisleri
gibi davranmali ve eserlerini buna gore yazmalidir. Sovyet Kiirt Edebiyati’nda, Erebé Semo, eserlerini
Sosyalist Realizm’in yontemleriyle yazan ilk yazarlardandir. Eserlerinde is¢i ve koyliilerin ¢aresizligine
ve yoksulluguna yer verir, onlar1 sosyalizmle bilgi, mutluluk ve rahatliga ulastirir. Bu nedenle,
eserlerinin kahramanlar1 Sovyetler’e her zaman minnettardir. Ayrica onlar, yeni sistemin fedakar ve
sadik savunucularidir. Erebé Semo, her iki romani olan Hopo ve Jiyana Bextewar’da “yeni Sovyet
insan1” prototipini ortaya koyar. Bu romanlarinda toprak agalarini, beyleri ve isverenleri mahkum
eder, Lenin ve Sovyet sistemini dvgiiye deger bulur. Bu ¢aligmada, Erebé Semo’nun hayati, eserleri ve
her iki roman1 olan Hopo ve Jiyana Bextewar’daki sosyalist realizmin izleri incelenmektedir. Ayrica,
bu iki romanda Sovyet sistemine minnettarligin izleri arastirilmakta ve analiz edilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sovyet Kiirt Edebiyati, Sosyalist Realizm, Erebé Semo, Jiyana Bextewar, Hopo

One Cikanlar:

e Erebé Semo, Hopo ve Jiyana Bextewar romanlarinda Sovyet Sosyalist Realizmi’nin ideolojik
araglarmi kullanarak Sovyet Kiirtleri’nin Sosyalizmle kurtulugsunu ve sisteme bagliligini yansitir.

e  Ereb€ Semo, hem bir Kiirt yazari hem de kisilik olarak, sistematik bir bicimde Sovyet siyasetinin
hizmetinde yer edinir.
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e Hopo ve Jiyana Bextewar romanlarinda Emerik, Sehid, Hesen ve Ziné gibi karakterler, Sosyalist
toplumun gelisimi igin ¢alisan “yeni Sovyet insan1” 6rnekleridir.

e Hopo ve Jiyana Bextewar romanlarinda Sovyetler, Kiirtleri feodal zuliimlerden ve egemen
devletlerden kurtaran bir gii¢ olarak tasvir edilir; bu durum Kiirt toplumunda Sovyetlere karsi derin
bir minnettarlik duygusuna yol agar.

Abstract

Socialist realism is a political and literary doctrine officially adopted by the Soviets in 1934 and
imposed on Soviet writers. According to this doctrine, writers should act as engineers of society and
write their works accordingly. In Soviet Kurdish literature, Erebé Semo is one of the first writers to
compose his works using the methods of socialist realism. In his works, he addresses the helplessness
and poverty of workers and peasants, and then leads them to knowledge, happiness, and comfort
through socialism. The heroes of his works are therefore always grateful to the Soviets. Moreover,
they are devoted and loyal defenders of the new system. In both of his novels, Hopo and Jiyana
Bextewar, Erebé Semo presents the prototype of the “new Soviet man.” In these novels, he condemns
landowners, beys, and employers, while praising Lenin and the Soviet system. In this study, the life
of Erebé Semo, his works, and the traces of socialist realism in both of his works, Hopo and Jiyana
Bextewar, are examined. Additionally, the traces of gratitude towards the Soviet system in these two
novels are explored and analyzed.

Keywords: Erebé Semo, Socialist Realism, Kurdish Literature, Hopo, Jiyana Bextewar, Soviet
Kurdish Literature

Highlights:

e Erebé Semo, in his novels Hopo and Jiyana Bextewar, employs the ideological tools of Soviet
socialist realism to depict the liberation of Soviet Kurds through socialism and their allegiance to
the system.

e Erebé Semo, establishes himself both as a Kurdish writer and as a personality, systematically
positioning himself in the service of Soviet politics.

e In Hopo and Jiyana Bextewar, characters like Emerik, Sehid, Hesen, and Ziné exemplify the “new
Soviet man” who works for the advancement of socialist society.

e In Hopo and Jiyana Bextewar, the Soviets are depicted as a force that liberated Kurds from feudal
oppression and dominant states, which creates profound gratitude among the Kurdish people toward
the Soviet Union.
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Destpék

Soresa ku di 25 Cotmeha sala 1917an de 1i Uriseté pék hat, derfetén mezin 1i ber xebatén kurdi
vekirin. Xebatén ku ji wé demé heta hilwesina Sovyeté dewam dikin, weki Edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté
té binavkirin. Di vé ¢arcoveyé de berhemanina ewil bi ¢ékirina elifbayén kurdi ye. Di sala 1931¢& de li
Zaningeha Leningradé di bin bané besa Iranolojiyé de binbesa kurdi té damezirandin. Li vir zanyarén
kurd 0 biyani li gel hev dixebitin 0 niviskarén kurd én weki Erebé Semo (1897-1978) i Qanadé Kurdo
(1909-1985) derdikevin pés. Di sala 1934an de Kongreya Yekemin a Kurdolojiy€ té lidarxistin. Disan
li Tagkenté di sala 1957an de Kongreya Hemii Rojhilatnasén Uriseté dicive @ kurdologén dris lékolinén
xwe yén der baré kurdolojiyé de parve dikin. Di sala 1958an de li besa rojhilatnasiyé ya Akademiya
Zanisti ya Ermenistané ligel xebatén der baré miletén Rojhilati de, xebatén bi kurdolojiyé re tékildar
ji tén kirin. Pisti vé€ ridané bi saleké, di 1959an de li Leningradé besa kurdolojiyé té avakirin. Ev bes,
ji avakirina Sovyeté heta hilwesina Yekitiya Sovyet€, bliye navenda 1€kolinén kurdolojiyé (Alakom,
1991, r. 111-115).

Edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté, heta dawiyé ji, 1i gel guhertinén demki, hema béje bi temamf li ser
réceké ye 1 bi taybetmendiya xwe ya ¢andi, civaki G siyasi, her ¢igas mecbiri be ji, vé ré¢a xwe
diparéze. Mina ku Ergiin ji diyar dike, ev edebiyat, ji ber hinek sedemén diyar, weki edebiyateke
yekdeng 0 yekreng xuya dibe i heta demeke diréj 1i ser xeteke bercav t€ berhemanin. Nebiina
cavkaniyeke edebi ya kritik, xwespartina folkloré, travmaya etniki, péwendiya bi ideolojiyé re G
serdestiya rébaza realizma sosyalist dibin sedem ku ev edebiyat li dora anonimiyeke civaki bizivire G
heta asteke bas weki edebiyateke hevséwe derkeve holé. BEguman, dema ku folklor, anonimi, ideoloji
U rébaza civaki ya edebiyaté tén berhev, derfetén ji bo xeyalén alternatif, wéneyén sexsi, deng {i rengén
cuda 0 légerina séwazén nill yén derbiriné gelek kém dibin (Ergiin, 2022, r. 150). Lé disan ji her ¢iqas
ev rastiyeke giring be ji, di vé éwré de ji destpéké heta iro, bi dehan pirtikén kurdi hatine wesandin,
radyo 1 dibistanén kurdi hatine vekirin, film hatine ¢€kirin, werger hatine kirin, komén sanoya kurdi
hatine sazkirin @t hwd. Di van kiryaran de armanca sereke her ¢iqas propagandaya komunizmé be ji, ev
derfeta z€rin ji bo kurdan guherin G pésketineke rasterast pék tine. Kurdén ku koger, gundi {i belengaz
in bi perwerdekiriné dikevin ber bayé guheriné. Bi vi bayi re dibin xwende, rewsenbir G niviskar. Bi
vi awayi éwra edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté sitil dide. Di vé éwré de romana kurdi ya ku bi Erebé Semo
dest pé dike, bi Eliyé Evdilrehman, Heciyé Cindi, Ahmedé Hepo, Sehidé ibo, Egité Xudo, Weziré Eso,
Ezizé Gerdenzeri, Eskeré Boyik G Tosiné Resid dewlemendtir dibe. Bi desté van niviskaran, néziki
hevdeh heb romanén kurdi yén ewilin tén nivisandin.

Erebé Semo, niviskar 0 rewsenbiré ji nifsa ewil a edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté ye ku niviskaré
romana yekem a edebiyata kurdi ye ji. Semo, di romanén xwe yén bi navé Jiyana Bextewar 0 Hopo de,
der baré kurdan de behsa demén xwes én pisti soresa sosyalizmé dike. Erebé Semo, bi hilkefta blyer
0 karakterén van romanan, pesindariya rejima Sovyeté dike G ji bo destkeftinén soresé€, minnetdariya
gelé kurd tine zimén. Ji aliyé niviskar G rewsenbireki kurd ve helwesteke wiha, ku ev helwest ji edebi
béhtir helwesteke politik e, h&jayi l€kolin 0 dahiirandiné ye. Ji ber vé yeké ev xebat hewl dide ku,
minnetdariya kurdan li hemberi rejima Sovyetan vekole.

Xebat, ji s€ besan pék té; besa yekem, li ser jiyan 0 kesayetiya edebi ya Erebé Semo G berhemén
wi disekine. Besa duyem li ser teoriya Realizma Sosyalist disekine, her wiha tékiliya vé teoriyé bi
edebiyata kurdi ya éwra Sovyeté re dinirxine. Besa séyem li ser mijara sercke, Realizma Sosyalist
di romanén Jiyana Bextewar G Hopo de disekine. Di xebaté de weki berxebat i ¢avkani, romanén
niviskar Jiyana Bextewar 0 Hopo hatin hilbijartin; ji ber ku ev her du berhem, sopén minetdariya li
hemberi Sovyetan karakterize dikin G daneyén rénisander dihewinin.
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1. Jiyan, Berhem @i Kesayetiya Edebi ya Erebé Semo

1. 1. Jiyan @ Berhemén Wi
Erebé Semo, bi navé xwe yé fermi Ereb Samilov, di 23y€ lona 1897an de li gundé Sisizé hatiye

Semo. Ji ber ku rewsa wan a abori ne bas b, bavé wi gavanti G xulamti dikir (Boyik, 2019, r. 124).
Ereb, vé rewsa bavé xwe di romana Sivané Kurmanca de tine zimén: Dicii ber dewarén xelké. Wi li wé
qezaya kurdan, li gundén Molokanan, Adirbécana, Huruman it Ermenan réncberi dikir. Saleki sivan
bii, sala di gavan i bi tehereki ebiira zarokén xwe dikir (Semo, 2009, r. 53).

Ereb, ji biclikatiyé ve ji bo alikariya bavé xwe bike, gavantiyé dike. Demeké li dibistaneke Grisan
dibe dergevan. Bi alikariya ke¢a mamosteyé dibistané hini risi dibe. Bala mamoste dikisine ser
xwe, mamosteyé dibistané, wi weki xwendevan qebul dike. Ji bo dabinkirina aboriya xwe di malén
dewlemendén {ris, ermen, azeri, tirk G gurciyan de dixebite 0 bi vé hilkefté féri ziman 0 ¢anda wan
dibe (Boyik, 2019, r. 125).

Ji ber zanina zimanan di seré osmani @ Grisan de bi qasi ¢gend mehan wergériya Grisan dike. Di réya
hesini de dixebite, 1i wir rasti fikrén soresgeri té O tev li komén soresger dibe. Ji ber ku di mitingeké de
diaxive 0 di axaftina xwe de doza mafén xebatkaran dike, demeke kurt di girtigehé de dimine. Gava
li bajaré Uriseté, Stavrapolé ye, seré navxweyi dest pé dike, Li kéleka Bolsevikan ser dike 0 birindar
dibe. Pisti genc dibe, dest bi xwendina bilind dike (Xelil, 2014, r. 93). Pasé€ dice Moskovayé, xwendina
xwe li wir didomine. Di 1924an de vedigere Ermenistané G tev li Navenda Partiya Komunist dibe
(Boyik, 2019, r. 127). Hikiimeta Ermenistané ji bo asta perwerdeya gel pés bixin mamosteyan disinin
gundan 0 xwendin G nivisandiné hinl wan dikin (Resan, 2008, r. 144). Erebé Semo ji di vi kari de
peywirdariyé dike G her wiha der heqé jiyana kurdan de, di rojname G kovaran de nivisaran dinivise.

Semo di sala 1928an de bi bi alikariya ishak Maragulov elifbayeke kurdi bi tipén latini amade
dike. Navé vé elifbayé Xo Xo Hinbiina Xandina Nivisara Kurmanct ye (Samil, 2005, r. 94). Di sala
1928an de bi Inisiyatifa Erebé Semo komeke ciwanén kurd tén Leningradé. Ew ciwan, pistl xwendina
xwe vedigerin nav gelé xwe I xizmeta wan a ziman 0 ¢andi dikin. Semo bi niviskar, rewsenbir G
siyasetmedarén wé€ demé re radibe {i ridiné. Ji bo rewsa kurdan bine ziman, ew dice cem Lenin, bi wi
re hevditiné dike (Boyik, 2019, r. 132). Erebé Semo, ji bo rojnameya Riya Teze ji roleke mezin dilize.
Evrojname, di sala 19301 de li Yérévaneé dest bi wesané dike. Semo, yek ji révebirén rojnameyé y¢ heri
calak bl (Boyik, 2014, r. 10). Belavokén bi navé Emiré Lenin, Teriqa Révoliisiya Oktyabiré G Kolxoz
i Kara Wé Gundiya Ra dinivise. Pas€ ji bo komén sanoyé yén gundén kurdan sanoya Aleksander
Araratyan ya bi navé Kogeké Derewin werdigerine bi kurdi. Li di wé ji romana xwe ya navdar Sivané
Kurmanca dinivise. Di 1936an de bi navé “Kurdé Elegezé” pirtikeke ¢irokan dinivise (Boyik, 2019,
r. 130).

Di sala 1935an de pisti mirina Lenin rojén xerab careke din dest pé€ dikin ji bo kurdan. Stalin t&
ser révebiriyé Ui bi awayeki zalimane tev digere. Ew 1€ 1i pésiya kurdan G kurdi dibire, beré wan dide
sirgliné. Erebé Semo ji sirgiini Sibiryayé€ dibe. Di 1955an de, du sal pisti mirina Stalin, ew té berdan G
vedigere Yérévané. Ew ji nll ve dest bi xebatén xwe yén nivisandiné dike. Semo di Radyoya Yérévané
de dixebite, bernameyan ¢é dike, sé romanén din dinivise. Ew di sala 1959an de Jiyana Bextewar, di
sala 1969an de ji Dimdim 0 Hopo dinivise (Boyik, 2019, r. 134, 138). Erebé Semo, di sala 1978an de,
li Yérévané dice ser dilovaniya Xwedé.
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1.2. Kesayetiya Wi ya Edebi

Erebé Semo, niviskareki realist sosyalist e. Ew berhemén xwe 1i gori fikra xwe ya siyasi, yani
realizma sosyalist dinivise. Li gori realizma sosyalist di berheman de karakterén idealizekiri tén
teswirkirin. Karakterén romanén wi bibiryar 0 rasterast in (Ahmedzade, 2011, r. 49). Ev rébaz, ne
tené di teswirkirina lehengan de, di honandina romanan de ji derdikeve pés. Buyerén ku Semo ji bo
berhemén xwe hilbijartine yan besek ji jiyana wi ne yan ji serpéhatiyén kesén din in ku ew biliye sahidé
wan. Di romanén wi de baweri heye, ji ber ku idealizm her li pés e. Mina romanén klasik én sedsala
nozdehan, lehengén xwe ji nava rastiya jiyané diafirine. Semo di romanén xwe de bliyeran derdixe pés
1 tehlilén psikolojik geleki kém in.

Erebé Semo, weki hemi niviskarén kurd én Sovyeté, di berhemén xwe de zimaneki sade yé
axaftina rojane bi kar tine (Boyik, 2019, r. 137). Nivisandina bi zimané sade G herémi, régezeke sercke
ya realizma sosyalist e. Di realizma sosyalist de edebiyat ji bo perwerdekirina gel tené amarek e; ji ber
vé yekeé j1 di berhemaniné de ji huneré zédetir giringipédayina didaktizmé li ps e. Zimané xwert di
vé edebiyaté de her ¢iqas giring be ji, zimané rojane béhtir giring e. Peyvén ku ji zimanén erebi, tirki,
farsi, ermeni 0 risi ketine nav axaftina kurdi ya rojane, geleki hatine bikaranin. Ji ber ku di nivisandina
van berheman de armanca sereke ne huner e, bi réya van berheman té xwestin ku propagandaya rejimé
bé kirin G ideolojiya kominizmé li nav milet zitir bé belav kirin; lewma ev peyvén biyani ji zimané
edebiyaté nehatine mehriimkirin (Ahmedzade, 2011, r. 39).

Di hemil romanén Semo de haya vegér ji hema biliyeran heye, ew hemi gewiminan dibine G dizane.
Ev vegériya ilahi, ku Erebé Semo her tim bi kar aniye, di gelek romanén kurdi yén pésin de ji heye
(Ahmedzade, 2011, r. 38). Mijarén romanén Semo (Hopo ne t€ de), her tim di demén ser G pevgliinén
giran de derbas dibin: Li aliyeki seré di navbera dewletén serdest de ku kurd her tim di navbera wan
de diminin, li aliy€ din j1 seré di navbera milkdarén zalim 0 belengazan de. Ji ber ku ew bi xwe di nav
de bl 0 biyerén wé demé bi xwe jiyabi, pevgln G guherinén mezin én di romanén xwe de bi hostati
vedigére. Ew di nivisandina romanén xwe de hem ji biraninén xwe hem ji ji xwendin G bihistinén xwe
stid werdigire.

2. Teoriya Realizma Sosyalist @t Tékiliya Wé bi Edebiyata Kurdi ya Sovyeté re

2.1. Teoriya Realizma Sosyalist

Mirov dikare edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté di nav edebiyata gisti ya Sovyeté de weki beseke bicik
gebil bike ku ev edebiyat li gori taybetmendiyén realizma sosyalist ava bitye. Di bin ¢argoveya politik
a Sovyeté de, tu derfet ji bo ¢€kirina edebiyateke cuda tunebii; kontrola rejimé, bi sanstreke giran li
ser hemi cureyén wesanan hebil. Ji ber vé yeké, edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté weki naverok 0 séwaz
bi tevayi li gori ideolojiya Sovyeté saz bliye ku ev ji teoriya realizma sosyalist e. Li ser vé binyadé,
edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté bi pirani ji aliyé komeke kurdén ézidi ve hatiye berhemanin ku di encama
serén diréj én di navbera imperatoriyén Uris G Osmani de xwe li Grisan girtibin. Bi vé sedemé, ev
edebiyat xwe li ser sosyolojiyeke diyar a kurdewari datine, ku ra G riigikén komeke etniki ya pasdemayi
jé xuya ye(Ergiin, 2017, 1. 645). Di v€ edebiyaté de, tékiliyén civaki, diroki G ¢candi yén kurdén ézidi
bi awayeki berbigav téne nisandan. Bi vi rengi, ev edebiyat ne tené qeydeke ¢andi G zimani ye, 1€
di heman demé de sahidé guhertinén mezin én diroki 0 civaki ye, ku vé koma etniki, di navbera du
imperatoriyén mezin de ew tecrube kiriye. Loma, edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté ne tené weki besek ji
edebiyata Sovyete, 1€ weki dimeneke taybet ji ¢anda kurdi ji té ditin.

Binaxeya realizma sosyalist a felsefik digihije felsefeya marksist, ya politik digihije tevgera
Bolsevizmé 1 ya estetik 0 edebi ji digihije edebiyata r(si ya klasik. Binaxeya heri kevin a realizma
sosyalist j1 digihije niviskar, feylesof i rexnegiré Gris N. G. Cernisevski (1828-1889) ku, ew li ser
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tégihistina vé huneré sekiniye 0 berhemén xwe li ser estetika vé teoriyé daniye. Cernisevski, di 1855an
de teza xwe ya doktorayé bi navé Bogiina estetik a huneré ber bi rastiyé ve parastiye. Fikra sereke
ya vé tezé ev e: “Ya xwesik, jiyan bi xwe ye.” Her wiha li gori Cernisevski “jiyan, bi awayé ku em
dixwazin wé bibinin xwes e.” Ev hevok, bi temami binyada estetika marksist pék tine. Cernisevski,
pratiki nisan bide. Wi di vé romana xwe de héza edebiyaté ya li ser siyaset (i perwerdeyé destnisan
kiriye. Lehengé Cernisevski, ewil pirtikan dixwine xwe bi pés dixe, pistre bi réya edebiyaté, kesén
derfidora xwe ji gelemseyén jiyané rizgar dike. Bi réya lehengé xwe, fikrén xwe yén siyaset 1 felsefi
digihijine xwendevanan (Tagizade, 20006, r. 10).

Binyada esasi ya realizma sosyalist, felsefe 0 ideolojiya Marksist e. Di berhemén afirinerén
Marksizmé, Marks 0 Engels, de digel ku li ser edebiyaté fikrén z&de tunene ji, disa di wé fikré de ne
ku guherina sikl @t naveroka berhemén huneri bi guherina civaké re hevyek e. Her wiha ji bo Marks
0 Engels edebiyat, ji bo t€kosina ideolojiyé giring e. Pistre ev fikr, ji gotara V. Lenin ya bi navé
“Teskilata Partiyé G Edebiyata Partiyé” re bl sermijar. Ev gotara ku ji bo wesanén partiyé hatibQ
nivisin, demeké bi siin ve di waré edebiyat 0 huneré de dibe “Binyada Teorik™ a politikayén Partiya
Komunist a Sovyeté. Li gori Lenin, niviskaré ku dixwaze rastiyé t€bigihije, ne tené yé xwe, her wiha
fikr 0 hestén derGidora xwe G civaka xwe ji nisan dide. Loma li gorl Lenin, edebiyateke serbixwe G
béali ne mimkin e. Ev bo¢iin, dibe binyada tégihistina/feraseta edebiyata Sovyeté 0 realizma sosyalist
ji li gor vé fikré té sazkirin. Her wiha bingeha esasi ya vé tégehé ji, t€gihistina huneri ya Marksist-
Leninist dani. Li gor vé “Huner péwistiyén civak, ¢in, komén estetik 0 civaki bi cih tine, sikil dide
dinyaya menew1 ya ferdan, norm 0 fikrén ku ji pasila candé derketine li ferdan belav dike (Tagizade,
2006, r. 10).

Realizma sosyalist ku bi Lenin re di nav edebiyata Sovyeté de belav dibe, ne bi awayeki tundewari
0 zordari ye, 1€ di dewra desthilatdariya Stalin de, Partiya Komunist a Sovyeté réyek tené dide pésiya
niviskaran, ku ew ré€ ji pesindayina sistema sosyalizmé ye. Bi serkésiya réhevalé Stalin, Jdanov,
edebiyateke partiperest t& avakirin (Moran, 2009, r. 52). Di hem( berheman de 1deolojiya sosyalizm-
komunizmé serwer e. Yek ji armancén sereke ku té gebulkirin endazyariya civaki ye. Afirandina
welatiyén nl yén Sovyetan cihé heri giring digre di v€ ideolojiyé de (Ahmedzade, 2011, 1. 49). Ev yek,
vé gotina niviskaré desthilatdariya Stalin, Karl Redek pistrast dike ku wi di “Kongreya Diyarkirina Ré
0 Rébazén Edebiyata Realizma Sosyalist” de wiha gotiye: Rasti, ne ew e ku tené hilwesina kapitalizmé
U ¢anda wé ya rizandi nisan bide, di heman demé de nisandayina civakeke n 0 afirandina ¢ineke nii
ye ku bi wé ¢iné candeke nil ji bé afirandin (Moran, 2009, r. 54).

Ligorirealizmasosyalist, rastiya ku di huneré de ye, rastiya civakiye. Evrasti, dinav pésketina soresé
de t€ ditin 0 ji bo pedagojiya ¢ina karker té bikaranin (Moran, 2009, . 53). Lehengén vé edebiyaté, ku
jibo perwerdekirin G terbiyekirina welatiyan hatine afirandin, bi cewherén payebilind hatine dagirtin.
Ev lehengén ku fezileteke politik nisan didin, dibin réberé réya rast (i minakeki béhempa ji bo gel (Alan,
2009, . 197). Jdanov, disa di heman kongreyé€ de li ser vé yeké dibéje ku; divé edebiyata Sovyete, bi
lehengén eréni bé tératijekirin. Bila ev, weki xeyaleke utopik neyé ditin. Lewra ev leheng, insanén
paserojeke plankiri ne (Moran, 2009, r. 61). BEéguman, realizma sosyalist, bi awayeki berbicav, huneré
weki amireke siyasi dibine ku divé hem rastiya niha nisan bide hem ji plansaziya paserojeke sosyalist
bike. Di vé€ garcoveyé de, lehengén vé edebiyaté, bi taybetmendiyén ideal G eréni, ne tené refleksa
civaké ne, her wiha minakén péseng én ji bo guhertiné ne. Armanca bingehin ew e ku xwendevan, bi
navginiya huneré, ji bo avakirina civaka nili ya sosyalist béne teswiqkirin an ji perwerdekirin. Ji ber vé,
em dikarin realizma sosyalist weki rébazeke perwedehiyé ji bi nav bikin.
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2.2. Tékiliya Realizma Sosyalist bi Edebiyata Kurdi ya Sovyeté re

Edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté bi temami li ser himén realizma sosyalist ava dibe. Di berhemén vé
edebiyaté de, ji bo guherina kurdén vé herémé, nasnameyeke ku bi nirxén sosyalizmé hatiye ristin, té
péskéskirin (Yavuzer, 2020, r. 55). Ji ber régezén realizma sosyalist, berhemén vé edebiyaté, hewla
guherina civaké di xwe de dihundirinin. Armanca van berheman, helbet ne tené avakirina pergaleke nii
ya civaki ye. Béguman ew sahidé rabirdiyé ne ji i bi qasi ku di van berheman de em serkeftina tipén
eréni dibinin, em binkeftin G pl¢blna tipén neyini ji dibinin (Yildirimgakar, 2020, r. 156). Lewra li
gori régezén realizma sosyalist ev ji mecbiriyetek e, ku xwendevan yani civak tékeve nav wé baweriyé
ku sosyalizm hebe serkeftin heye, ji xeyni wé her binkeftin e.

Edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyetan, ne encamek vejina neteweyi an ji pésvegiinén candi yén xwezayi ye.
Ev edebiyat, di bin sert G mercén guncaw én siyasi i civaki de, bi alikariya dewleté, ji bo pésketiné
derfetan dibine G berheman diafirine, ku ev berhem ji, bi away¢ fikri, ji manifestoya sosyalizmé pir ne
dar in. Weki nimiine em dikarin van berheman bi nav bikin, én ku li nav Edebiyata Kurdi ya Sovyeté bi
ruhé ideolojiya Sosyalizmé hatine nivisin 0 hisyarkirina gel ji xwe re kirine armanc; Romanén Erebé
Semo Sivané Kurmanca, Jiyana Bextewar, Hopo G Dimdim, Romana Hewart ya Heciyé Cindi, romana
Kurdé Réwi ya Sehidé Ibo, romana Baweri ya Ahmedé Hepo, romanén Eliyé Evdilrehman Gundé
Mérxasan, Xaté Xanim, Ser Li Ciya, romana Dé i Démari ya Egidé Xudo, romana Fincana Ferfiiriyé
ya Eziz€ Gerdenzeri.

3. Realizma Sosyalist @t Minetdariya li Hemberi Sovyetan di Romanén Hopo @ Jiyana
Bextewar de

Ji ber ku Erebé Semo, endamé Komiteya Navendi ya Partiya Komunist a Ermenistané b, her du
romanén xwe Hopo U Jiyana Bextewar, bi ré€ 0 rébazén realizma sosyalist nivisine. Qewimina bliyeran,
teswira dimenan 1 qisetkirina vegér elametén vé ekol€ nisan didin. Her wiha zimané vegéran G romané
ji li gor vé ekolé hatiye dizaynkirin. Ji ber ku cih, kes @ blyerén Jiyana Bextewar 1 Hopo hema hema
bi temami yek in, ev her du roman weki berdewama hevdu tén nasin. Blyer, di Jivana Bextewar de bi
teswirkirina jiyana €leke 1i Serhedé dest pé€ dikin. Ew €l, €la Sipkan e ku endamén wé li gundé Entabé,
di navbera ¢iyayén Sipané Xelat, Kosedax, Eledax 0t Dumanliy€ de dijin. Lé pistre ji ber zilma Romé,
ew direvin xwe diavéjin bexté€ irisan. Li gorl wan (ris, ne zalim i ne kedxwer in. Dema leskerén {ris,
dikevin nav gund 1 tistan ji gundiyan distinin, ne bi zoré 1€ bi pere ji wan distinin (Semo, 1994, r. 36,
37, 122). Lé li Romeé ne wiha bi.. Pagayé Romé, bi desté milazim, geymeqam, kiilak i axayén kurdan
én ji wan re bline noker, neheqiyeké gelek mezin li gel€ belengaz € béhéz G béziman dike. Radibin tén
bertil, xerc (i xerecé bi zoré ji wan distinin 0 heta ji ber ku li mala wan xwarin xwarine, kiréya dirané
xwe (dis kirasi) ji ji wan distinin (Celali, 2014, . 74).

Gava ku li dereké zilm 0 tehde hebe 1 li dereke din genci Gt mirovati hebe, wé demé mirov dikare
berawirdiyeké, yan ji li gori rewsé bijartineké bike. Li gor vé daneygé, bijartina €la Sipkan ji, bicihblina
li welaté Grisan e. Lewra li welaté wan, zilm 0 zordariya axa 0 begén kedxwer her ku di¢li zédetir
dibi, ji kogberiyé wé de tu réyek li ber wan nemabii. Bi van biyeran, tékiliya navbera kurd  {risan
dest pé dike. Her wiha bi vé tekiliyé, hewildana niviskar ji dest pé dike ku dilrehmi G dilsoziya Grisén
bolsevik nisan bide. Loma gelek caran em dibinin ku niviskar dev ji vegotina mijaré berdide, dest
bi pesindayina sistema sosyalizmé dike. V& yeké, carinan bi xwe, carinan ji bi devé lehengén xwe
dike (Semo, 1994, r. 119, 189-193, 204, 211, 214, 224). Ev pesindayin, di Hopoyé de ji berdewam
in. Kurd, bi saya artésa sor azad bline. Her wiha wefadariya welét li ber dilé wan ¢édibe, ku teqsir
nakin 1i hemberi fagistan ruh @ cané xwe bidin. Di vi “seré weteniy€” de jin, ji bo zilamén xwe yén
ku digin ser, nagirin, serlicavén xwe venartn. Bereksé vé, ji ber ku mérén wan dé ji bo “weten” ser
bikin kéfxwes dibin (Semo, 2007, r. 18, 50). Di destpéka romana Jiyana Bextewaré de berawirdiya di
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navbera romé (roma res) 0 Urisan de té kirin, bi herikina bliyeran re ku kurd kogberi Sovyeté dibin, ev
dibe berawirdiya bolsevik G molsevik, karker G milkedaran. Carinan ¢ardeh dewletén emperyalist én
Ewropi ji para xwe ji v€ berawirdiyé distinin (Semo, 1994, r. 164).

Li gori sosyalizmé perwerde, ji bo réklipékiya mirovan péwist e. Perwerde nebe, ne mimkun e
hinkirina ideolojiy¢ bigihije seri. Mistoy¢ di van her du romanan de, Ereb bi xwe ye ku ewil golikvani
0 wergériya zimanan dike, pistre dest bi xwendiné dike. Ew dé pasé ji bibe endamé Partiya Bolsevikan,
bixwine, tezén Lenin hin bibe 0 ji mileté xwe re bixebite (Semo, 1994, r. 154, 161). Xwendina ku bi
Lenin 1 bolsevikan dikeve nav kurdan, dibe sedema higyarbiiné. Di vé heyamé de dibistan vedibin,
keg G xortén mina Ziné, Hesen dibin xwende G ji gundén xwe re xizmeté dikin. Edetén beré yén xerab,
weki gelendayin i bi zoré keg birin yan revandin ji holé radibin (Semo, 2007, r. 246). Ew edeta ku, ji
dévla gelendeki mezin kegikeke ciwan bo zilameki zewicandi, salmezin G térpere dihat dayin, kevin
dibe. Mina beré édi xwediy€ gizan ne bav G birayén wan in ku wan bidine mér; xwediyé gizan Diwana
Sovyeté ye (Semo, 2007, 1. 124).

Erebé Semo di Hopo 1 Jivana Bextewar de fikreke gelemperi ji berovaji dike. Weki ku té zanin
kurd her tim bi dewletén serhikum re dijber bilin, I di van her du romanén Semo de em dibinin ku
kurd dostén dewleté ne. Ew ji bo pésketina komunizm 0 Sovyeté bi dil G can dixebitin. Her wiha ji
bo Sovyeté bi fasist, axa, milkedar, dasnak, emperyalist 0 kapitalistan re ser dikin, dibin eskeré sor,
dikujin, birindar dibin G té€n kustin. Ew nahélin zirar bigihéje dewleté. Lewra hem( hebiina wan bi
saya komunizmé pék hatiye, bi wé pés ketine {i jiyana bextewar bi wé bilye para gelé kurd (Celali,
2014, 1. 75).

Di piraniya roman 0 ¢irokén edebiyata kurdi ya Sovyeté de rewsa xerab a kurdan t€ berbicavkirin.
Kurdén herémé ji ber zilm i zordariya axa i began ji welatén xwe direvin { bi alikariya ermen G {risan
ji komkujiyé xelas dibin (Ergiin, 2018, r. 808-811). Ji van berheman yeka ku mijareke bi vi awayi
vedikole romana Jiyana Bextewar e. Ev berhem, romana Erebé Semo ya duyemin e. Ev roman, pisti
sirgina Ereb, di 1959an de hatiye capkirin (Boyik, 2019, r. 134). Ev di nav romanén Erebé Semo de ya
heri berfireh e. Niviskar, mijara xwe ji jiyana éla Sipkané wergirtiye. Bliyerén diroki ji xwe re kiriye
pasxane U li ser vé foné jiyana kurdén heréma Serhedé @i Sovyeté nisan daye. Lehengé sereke Emerik e
0 blyerén sereke, i deridora gqedera malbeta wi 0t kurdén wé herémé dizivirin. Di encama tevliheviyén
we demé de malbata Emerik (i endamén €la Sipkan, ji bégaviyan direvin digin welaté Sovyeté. Li dora
ciyayé Elegezé, li nav kurdén ku beriya wan ji zilm 0 zordariyan reviyane, bi c¢i 0t war dibin (Boyik,
2019, r. 134).

Weki di Sivané Kurmanca de, niviskar, di vir de ji bi rézikén realizma sosyalist néziki biyer i
lehengén xwe dibe. Ew, hewl dide ku nisan bide lehengén wi yén eréni her tim serkefti ne. Ew, bi
heysiyet, béqistr, xebatkar, paqij G zana ne. Ji bo heqiyé, pésveciyiné, edalet, dostani it gelén bindest
servaniyé dikin (Boyik, 2019, r. 137). Ew, ne bi dilé xwe, 1€ bi hisé xwe yé ideolojik tev digerin.
Di rewsén zehmet de ji, civaka xwe hévidar 0 bi cesaret dikin. Ew, tu caran ji armanca xwe 0 ji fikr
0 ramanén xwe dir nakevin (Coban, 2017, r. 122). Axa G milkdar ji ewqas zalim G tehdekar in ku,
di dema xelayé de, wexta ku ji bir¢ina dest i lingén xelké diwerimin G dimirin, jixwe li rewsa wan
nafikirin, bi ser de ji daweté digirin. Erebé Semo, bi van hevokan axa G kedxwer mehkim kirine:

Gava ku ji ber deré Resill Axa bina nané peti i geliyé kete nava gund, ¢end kesib, jin i zarén bir¢t
temuil nekirin, hatine ber mala wi. Ciyé geli digelandin diir ve sekinibiin stiiyé xwe xwar kiribin lé
dinihérin. Waxté te li wan meriyé bir¢i dinihéri, ew pir¢ikiri biin, ¢avén wan ¢iibiine kort, dest i piyén
wan werimibin. Ji dir ve meriv tiré xurt biine, hema ku meriv néziki wan dibi, dihate xuyakiriné weki
ewana werimine (Semo, 1994, r. 55).

Di Jiyana Bextewar de, kurd seré pési li welaté xwe yé esli di nav tengasiyé de ne. Lesker, axa 0
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beg bi zilm 1 zoré€ pista wan disikinin. Pistl ku kurd ji ber zilma axa 0 milkdaran direvin, beré xwe
didin welaté Grisan, demeke din j1 bi zehmeti @i dijwariyén jiyané re rQ bi ri diminin. Ji ber ku careke
din xwe di nav ser de dibinin. Ev, seré Bolsevik G Monsevikan ¢ ku di dawiyé de Bolsevik bi ser
dikevin. L¢ heta ku pergal diguhere ji, zilm 0 tehdeya heyi berdewam dike. Misal gava Sehid G bavé
xwe Emerik ji bo xebata rojane digin Tiflisé, li wir, Sehid ji hevalén xwe dibine 0 cara yekem daxwaza
xwendiné dikeve dilé wi, 1€ gotineke wiha xerab j€ re té gotin, ji aliyé xwediyé pastexaneya ku t€ da
dixebite:

Weki tu bixini, Ié ké bixebite? Ancax pera gezenc ki xwe xweyi ki. Peré bavé te hene, weki te bide ber
xwendiné? Ji wé sinda kurd gisk hemal in, xulam in i dergevan in, ¢i te, ¢i xwendin e (Semo, 1994, r.
183).

Ev gotin Sehid di€sinin. Sehid dilé xwe ji bavé xwe re ji vedike, bav wiha dibéje i bi gotinén bav
re niyeta niviskar ji eskere dibe:

Lao, xwendin tisteki zef pak e, 1é em nikarin ewqas pere destxin bidne heqé xwendiné. Tereqé me ji
dibén: “Xwendin ji me ra gune ye” nizam ¢ima hemil mileta ra ne gune ye, her me ra gune ye? Bi aqilé
min ewé ku xwendiné ji me ra kiriye gedexe, ew dijminé me ye. Ewl ¢cima ew tisté pak kiriye gedexe?
(Semo, 1994, . 183)

Pisti ku Bolsevik bi ser dikevin, Sovyet ava dibe, réya xwendiné cawa heqé her geli be, wisa dibe
heqé kurdan ji. Daxwaza Sehid té cih. Ew ji weki hevalén xwe yén ji miletén din dest bi xwendiné
dike:

Ew meremé ku Sehid ser bil, sev i ro li ser difikiri, lé ew ¢end sal biin nedihate seri, icar hate seri. Ewi
Ji her bi saya partiya bolsevika. Ew partiya ku ré it hemii derge vekirin it hemii zehmetkésa ra, usa ji
vekir bona kurdéd zehmetkeés, é gele sal i zemana ¢etini i zeluliyé da biin, bin niré siltané Romé il sahé
Irané, usa Jji bin niré bega, axa ii yéxé milkedar (Semo, 1994, r. 189).

Eger em hineki bala xwe bidiné, em € bibinin ku Sehid di jéhatibiné de bi temami yeki mina bavé
xwe Emerik e Gt hem liv G tevgerén wi ji bo berjewendiyén Sovyeté ne. Ew, minaké heri bas € civaka
xwe ye ku li gori realistén sosyalist divé karakterén wiha hebin, ji ber ku ew ji bo dizaynkirina civaké
péwist in. Loma Sehid gava ku wext€ xebaté té dixebite, gava ku ser t€ ber deri (a rast seré bi almanan
re ji ber derlyé wi geleki dir e) béyi tirs dige ser. Ew, ¢awa ku di xwendin G xebata xwe de jéhati ye,
wisa di ser de j1 jeéhatl ye. Heta ewqasi jéhatl ye ku nav G dengé w1, tirs i xofé dixe dilé dijminén w1i.
Mina ku “Cin ji hesin bitirsin” ji wi ditirsin (Semo,1994, r. 248). Gava ku ser digede G Sovyet bi ser
dikeve, Sehid mina qehremanan té péswazikirin 0 xelatkirin, 1€ pistl ¢cend rojan disa dest bi kar G
xebata xwe ya gund dike. Lewra, divé em bala xwe bidiné, lehengén weki Emerik G Sehid hema béje
get nawestin, eger biwestin 0l nexwes bikevin j1 get nasekinin, helbet ev ji sebebek wé heye, ku ev
sebeb ji bi ideolojiya sosyalizmé re rasterast tékildar e.

Hopo, romana Erebé Semo ya dawin e. Mirov dikare Hopo, weki berdewama romana Jiyana
Bextewar bihesibine, ji ber ku lehengén sereke yén her du romanan yek in G mijar heviidu temam dikin
(Celali, 2014, 1. 73). Lé Hopo, berevaji her sé romanén Semo yén din, li ser temaya arami G kéfxwesiyé
hatiye honandin. Di her sé romanén wi yén pésin de ser, pevg¢in, sores, guherinén mezin, hilwesin G
hwd. hene, 1€ di vé romané de biyer kém in. Semo, di vé romané de jiyana gundeki kurdan a di dema
sosyalizmé de vedigére. Li gund, sistema kolxozvaniyé hatiye avakirin 0 gundi bi awayeki serfiraz G
jidil, di karén gund de disixulin. Zilma beg, axa i éxan ji holé€ rabiiye. Jixwe serdema desthilatdariya
wan qediyaye. Serén mezin ji yén mina serén yekemin G duyemin én cihané li pag mane. Civak, di nav
arami 0 serfiraziyé de ye. Digel ji holérablna desthiladariya axa @i began i hatina sistema sosyalizmé,
di nav civaké de xwendin belav bliye. Ciwanén gundén kurdan digin bajarén weki Yérévan, Moskova
0 Tiflisé, bi xwendina bilind mijil dibin. Dibin endazyaré candiniyé G hwd. 0 vedigerin gundé xwe.
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Li gundé xwe di xebata kolxozé de dibin révebir. Gava ku mirov vé romané dixwine, mirov guherina
di nav civaké de bi awayeki berbicav dibine. Pergaleke nii ava biliye. Mercén jiyané hésan bine.
Gundi bi xwe dikin G bi xwe dixwin. Ji xaniyén bin erdé derketine. Di berhemaniné de teknikén heri
pésketi bi kar tinin. Zarok tev dixwinin. Ji bo zarokén ku hina na¢in dibistané bexc¢eyén zarokan hatine
avakirin. Her wisa tékiliyén nav malbaté ji guherine. Jin xwedi maf G rayé ne. Lehenga bi navé Ziné
minaka guherin G pésvegiina jiné€ ye. Ew keceke séwi ye, xwendiye 0 bitye endazyara ¢andiniy€ 0 ji bo
pésveciina gelé xwe ji dil G can dixebite (Boyik, 2019, r. 138).

Semo, bi vé romané, wéney€ jiyana gundén kurdén li dora Ciyayé Elegezé kisandiye. Guherin G
pésketina di civaké de hatiye qeydkirin. Xwezl (i daxwaziyén ku wi di her s€ romanén xwe yén pésin
de ji bo jiyaneke bextewar ji bo gelé xwe dikir, di vé romané de bi dest dikevin. Gelé w1 ji, mina her
geli azad dibe. Bi zimané xwe dixwine 0 keda xwe dide xwe. Loma ew her minetdaré vé pergalé G
diwana Sovyeté ne. Yek ji lehengén romané, Morov, vé rewsé wiha nisan dide:

- Werin em gisk kasén xwe vexwin esqi Partiya Lenin, esqi Diwana Sovété, ya ku azayi da me, em ji
getla Romé xelas kirin, ji desté wan axa, beg 0 miftexuran, én ku em bi hesabeki bépere ji xwe ra didane
xebaté! Lé niha sikur hiin dibinin, em aza dijin, édi kesek me naséline! U niha gelek cahiléd me, én mina
Ziné it Hesen, dixebitin, ¢édikin emré teze, ¢édikin deb i edetén teze (Semo, 2007, r. 259).

Bi rlnistina sistema sosyalizmé re, xwendeyén kurdan zédetir dibin. Ciwanén kurd, li bajaran
dixwinin 0 beré xwe didin gundé xwe da ku ji bo gundé xwe bixebitin, gundé xwe bi pés bixin. Di
Hopo de Hesen i Zin€, vi bari hildigirin ser milén xwe. Ew, pistl xwendina xwe dibin agronomé
(muhendisé zireeté) gundé xwe. Bi dil G can dixebitin da ku gundé wan, mileté wan, diwana Sovyeté
bi pés bikeve. Her wiha ew weki qasidén diwana Sovyeté ne, ku weki minakén bas én vé pergalé li nav
gel tén bicihkirin. Divé ew bi dil @i can bixebitin, da ku gel ji ¢av li wan bikeve G weki wan bixebite, bi
v€ j1 hiné pergala sosyalizmé bibe. Jixwe wisa ji dibe, lewra di romana Hopo da gundi her roj hineki
din zédetir dixebitin 0 di rola karkeran a berhemanina ji bo sosyalizmé de, her caré hineki din jéhatitir
dibin. L& bereksé Hesen i Ziné, yén ku xwendina xwe kuta dikin i venagerin gundé xwe ji hene, ku
ji van kesan yek jé hevalé Hesen, Letif e. Letif, di nameyeke xwe de, ku ji bo Hesen disine, ji Hesen
dixwaze ku ew ji nege gund, 1€ Hesen di bersiva xwe de van gotinan dibéje:

Ez dizanim tu yé bibéji ezi sas im. Lé ez ne sas im, ew zanina ku min stendiye, lazim e bidim gund...
Letif, hinek cahilén me ji gundan ¢iine seheran, hiné xwendiné biine i di seher da hema wisa mane, édi
venagerin, nayén gund. Ji te tiré wan tisteki pak kiriye? Té bira te, em ¢tin Moskovayé seyrangehé, me bi
cavén xwe dit ¢iqas cahil komsomol, xwendekar, kur 1i ke¢ digiine Sibiryayé, Qazaxistané i Altayé, ne li
wan garan bi hezaran cahil biin, én ku digiin bixebitin? Cima em ji ne komsomol in? (Semo, 2007, . 87)

Em dizanin ku di berhemén realizma sosyalist de, niviskar dikevin rola endezyariyé G bi devé
karakterén xwe yan ji bi tevgerén wan, ré li ber civaké dixin. Di romana Hopo de xwendekarek O
hevaleki mina Letif heye, ku ji nameyén di navbera wi G Hesen de em fam dikin, ew seré xwe bi
rewsa civake naésine 1 bi ten€ li kéfa xwe dinére, loma rasti bertekén tund én Hesen té. Di vé romané
da hebiina Letif zerriyetek e. Li gorl régezén realizma sosyalist divé yeki weki Letif teqez hebe da
ku xwendevan fikrén Hesen (a rast fikrén niviskar 0 jé wédetir politikaya xebat G perwerdehiyé ya
Sovyetan) én der baré xebata pisti perwerdehiyé de bibihizin.

Hesen di nameyeke din de, ku wé ji ji bo Ziné disine, zelallya xwe ya der baré fikra xebata ji bo
gund de xurt dike 0 di dawiya nameyé de vé weki wezifeyeke pir giring destnisan dike:

...Ez ¢cawa komsomol im, weki gaziya partiyé neqedinim, ne¢im gundéd me kurdan, li ké dere zanina
ku min bi saya parti i diwana Sovété standiye, niha geleki lazim e, bidim gundé me.(Semo, 2007, r. 73)

Helbet em dizanin ev name, her ¢igas Hesen nivisibe ji, bersiveke din ya niviskar e, ji bo fikrén
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neyini én vé€ der baré€ de.

Di romana Hopo de, gundi di kar 0 xebata gund de wekhev dixebitin 0 alikariya hev dikin. Her kes,
li gori tecriibe 1 karina xwe wezifeyekeé digire 0 dixebite. Hin jé dibin sivan, hin jé dibin cotkar, hin
ji dibin ¢élekdos T bérivan. Kar 0t mehsul ji weki xebaté, bi parvekiriné t€ kirin, yén ku pir xebitibin,
heqdesté xwe pirtir distinin. Loma her kes ji dil G can dixebite. Heta hinek ji wan, rojén xwe yén beré
yén xerab tinin bira xwe, sukir dikin  bétir dixebitin.

Béguman tista ku niviskar di vé romané de dixwaze bide 1spatkirin ev e; imkanén ku bi dest ketine,
ji ber xwe ve ¢€ nebiline, yé€ ku van imkan dane, milet ji ser G pev¢linan xelas kirine, di nav mexliiqet
de arami 0 sukiinet ava kiriye 0 bllye muxatabé sikur @ diayan ji xeyni Lenin i partiya wi, ne keseki
din in.

- Sukir ji partiya Lenin ra; ké bawer dikir wé wexteke wisa bé, weki kuré kurdan ji hiné masineke wisa
bibe, a ku xwe bi xwe di riyan da here i ji ga, hespan, deveyan ji ziitir here, sukir...(Semo, 2007, . 27).

Loma lehengén romanén E. Semo, mina ku di nav ayineké de bin, hema béje di her sohbeté de rojén
beré bi bir tinin 0 ji bo halé xwe y€ niha sikur dikin, pasé spasiya xwe li Lenin i diwana Sovyeté dikin.
Helbet, niviskar vé berawirdiya ku bi devé lehengan her tim tine pésiya me, bi héviya armanceké dike,
ku ew ji ji ruhé edebiyata realizma sosyalist pé ve ne tisteki din e. Li gor vi ruhi di nav edebiyaté de,
gava ku behsa dema beré bé kirin, ji xeyni tunebiiné, béguman her tisté beré divé kevn 1 periti be,
bereksé vé, her tista nll G nljen ji divé “niha” hebe. Béguman divé “hebe”. Lewra “hebin” diwareki
bilind € edebiyata Sovyeté ye, ku niviskarén vé edebiyaté gelek caran pala xwe dayé. Helbet afiriner G

xwediyé vé “heblin”é ji, li gor van niviskaran, ji diwana Sovyeté pé ve ne keseki din e:

Lé wexté tari kete erdeé, li ezmané sin tiji stéyrk biin, cahil ji hev bela biin, her kes ber bi mala xwe ¢ii.
Meriyé kal man. Wana derheqa xebata kolxozé da xeberdida, weki bi masiné xebat ¢iqas zii dibe, xebata
kolxozvana ¢iqas sivik kirine. Wé évaré wana xebata beré i1 yé niha anegori hev dikirin: Wexté bi coté
darin zevi radikirin, wexté bi dasa, melendiya u kélendiya giha i nan didritin, wexté bi kama nan
dikutan: cote ga kamé da girédayi, sibé heta évaré ber tava havinéye germ, meri diqijlin, seri li meriya
dibii minani “dew’. Wexté wana ceh tené li erdé dicandin, hine sal ew ceh suré dibir, sin nedibii. Bedo
digot:

- Lé icar? Icar masiné erdé digelése, cot dike, gihé it nan didri, nan dikute, hemii xebaté rind, temiz ii
zii ji dike. Té bira we, beré cem me xén ji ceh, tistek sin nedibii, Ié niha bi ulmé agronomiyé genimé kirik
u bostané kartola, gizéra, pivaza i silga sin dibe (Semo, 1994, r. 219).

Encam

Erebé Semo, hem ji aliyé edebi hem ji ji aliyé slyasi ve kesayeteki giring e. Ew di romanén xwe
Hopo 0 Jiyana Bextewar de, bi rébaza realizma sosyalist, jiyana kurdén Sovyeté i guherinén civaki yén
ku bi soresa sosyalist re pék hatine, bi awayeki berbicav vedigére. Ew, di van her du berhemén xwe de,
ne tené ¢and 0 hunera kurdi nisan dide, her wiha minetdariya gelé kurd 1i hemberi Sovyetan {i pergala
sosyalist ji tine ziman. Bi karakterén xwe yén weki Emerik, Sehid, Hesen i Ziné minaka “insanén n
yén Sovyeté” péskés dike. Ev karakterén ku bi taybetiyén realizma sosyalist hatine afirandin 1 ji bo
pésketina civake 0l pergala sosyalist bi dil i can dixebitin 0 fedakariyan dikin, di nav edebiyata kurdi
ya Sovyeté de weki prototip cih digirin.

Hopo 0 Jiyana Bextewar, her ¢iqas ji aliyé arsivén folklora kurdi ve, weki ¢avkaniyén giranbiha
bén ditin ji, diyar e ku ev berhem, rasterast temsilkariya realizma sosyalist dikin. Ji ber ku bi armanca
bernameya politik a edebi hatine nivisandin 0 bi awayeki sistematik, sikirdari, minetdari 0 spasiya ji
bo Sovyeté dihundirinin. Her wiha, ev her du roman, ji bo detnisankirina jiyana nli -emré teze- hatine

Artuklu Kurdology « 19 « March 2025

28



Hiiseyin KAR
Realizma Sosyalist Gt Minetdariya li Hemberi Sovyetan di Romanén Hopo @ Jiyana Bextewar de

nivisin, ku ev jiyana nd, li gori Erebé Semo, bi saya diwana Sovyeté ¢é€ bliye. Di van her du romanan
de, ev jiyana n{i, weki mugayese li hemberi dema beré€, ku di wé demé de her tim ser, peve¢in O birgiti
hebil, hatiye nisandan.

Bi tevayi, Hopo 0 Jiyana Bextewar, ne ten€ ji bo diroka edebiyata kurdi, her wiha ji bo diroka
civaki 0 siyasi ya kurdén Sovyeté ji du cavkaniyén giring in. Her du roman, bi rébazén realizma
sosyalist, nisan didin ku Sovyet ji bo kurdan biiye cihé rizgari 0 pésketiné. Her wiha, kurd, bi saya
Sovyetan ji zilm 0 zordariya axa G began rizgar biine, ji bo pésketina xwe 1 pergala sosyalist bi dil 0t
can xebitine 1 bi kéfxwesi jiyane.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The global political and economic upheavals that intensified in the 18th century led to a world
war in the early 19th century, engulfing the Middle East and the Caucasus. During this period, the
Serhat region, where Kurds predominantly lived, and the Caucasus region, which today has almost
no Kurdish population, faced severe social and political instability due to prolonged wars between the
Ottoman Empire and the Russian Empire, followed by the world war. This spiral of violence ended
with the Russian Empire’s withdrawal from World War I and the establishment of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR), resulting from popular movements and internal conflicts. The old system
based on bourgeois dominance was abandoned, and a new governance approach that gave voice to
the working class and peasants was adopted, initiating a process of social and cultural reconstruction.
During this period, reforms were implemented in education, culture, and the economy, particularly
targeting workers, peasants, and minority nations who had been neglected during the imperial era.

Thanks to these socialist-based reforms, Kurdish youth, mostly studying in Soviet republics such
as Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, opened the door to a new literary movement with the help
of Armenian intellectuals and writers fluent in Kurdish. Hundreds of literary works were produced,
Kurdish-language schools were established, theater groups were formed, Kurdish newspapers (the
most famous being Réya Teze) began publication, and Kurdish-language broadcasts were aired on state
radio. Countless works were created, serving as archives for Kurdish language, literature, and culture.
Among the writers contributing to this archive was Erebé Semo, a prominent writer and intellectual
who authored the novels Hopo and Jiyana Bextewar using the method of Socialist Realism, the subject
of our article. Erebé Semo published his first novel, Sivané Kurmanca (The Kurdish Shepherd), in
Yerevan in 1935, which was also the first novel in Kurdish literature. In 1937, due to the deteriorating
political atmosphere in the Soviet Union, he was exiled to Siberia by Stalin’s order, along with
thousands of others. He returned from exile in 1955 when the political climate changed again and
resumed his literary work. Despite 19 years of exile, Semo, who had joined the Bolsheviks from the
beginning of the October Revolution and dedicated his life to socialism, continued to write his works
in line with this purpose. In his works, he praised the new order brought by the revolution through his
characters and expressed gratitude to V. Lenin and the Soviet Communist Party for establishing this
system.

Erebé Semo wrote his novels Hopo and Jiyana Bextewar using the method of Socialist Realism,
as did other Soviet writers. This method, which became the official policy of the Soviet Union in the
1930s, posits that literature and all other disciplines derive their strength from the economy and are
therefore obligated to reflect societal realities. Writers and artists who adopted this method viewed
their works as tools for social development, assuming the role of politicians rather than mere creators,
and used their skills to praise the revolution and Marxism, the foundation of Socialist Realism. The
old and the new were compared, and the benefits of socialism were championed. The bourgeoisie and
feudal structures and methods were condemned, while epics and songs were composed in honor of the
working class, including peasants and workers.

The novels Hopo and Jiyana Bextewar bear all the hallmarks of Socialist Realism. The plot,
dialogues between characters, visual descriptions, and the narrator’s style all support these traces. The
complementary narrative styles, plots, settings, and characters of the two novels further reinforce this.
In Jiyana Bextewar, Semo focuses on members of the Sipkan tribe, who fled the wars and turmoil
in the Serhat region in the early 19th century and sought refuge in the Elegez (Alag6z) region of
Armenia under Russian military control. According to the novel, while the tribe members, who
had previously lived under Ottoman rule in the Serhat region, faced oppression and humiliation by
authorities, law enforcement, and wealthy landowners, they found some relief after migrating to areas
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controlled by Russian soldiers. However, their struggles continued. The working-class, laborer, and
peasant protagonists of the novel, who joined the Bolsheviks in their struggle against the Mensheviks,
became staunch supporters of the “New Life” brought by socialism after the revolution. In Hopo, this
new life post-revolution is described in detail, contrasting the “bad” old ways with the “good” new
ones. Through the novel’s characters, gratitude is expressed to V. Lenin and the Soviet Communist
Party for opening the doors to this new and peaceful life, enabling their educational and economic
development. Unlike Semo’s other novels, Hopo does not focus on war and conflict but rather on the
recovery and reconstruction process of a Kurdish village brought to life by socialism. As a result, the
plot is less event-driven, with more emphasis on descriptions, and the characters are educated and
calmer. Weapons have been replaced by pens and notebooks, young people who can read and write
have emerged, oppressive customs restricting equality and justice have been abandoned, and a new
system of communal living and working has begun to take shape.
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Abstract

National thought as one of the most important and sensitive issues has become the subject and
content of many literary genres, especially poetry. Kurdish literature has welcomed national thought
and Kurdish poets have written hundreds of poems and works on it. The first person to look at this
issue very clearly is the classical Kurdish poet Ahmadi Khani, who is called the pioneer and even the
father of Kurdish national thought. This study has tried to devote its content to national thought in
general and the classical Kurdish poet Khani in particular and to unveil the national thought that Khani
embodied in his work. This study also attempts to discuss the different opinions of Kurdish writers
and researchers on Khani’s national thought. For this purpose, the content of the research is divided
into two main parts. In the first part, national thought is presented in several aspects such as: concepts,
theories, history of emergence and relationship with literature. In the second part, he focuses on Khani,
as an example of a classical Kurdish poet, several aspects of national thought in his Mam and Zin,
such as: embodying Kurdish cultural identity, culture of courage, fearlessness, discord and division
The desire for freedom and independence in the heart of the Kurdish nation, the service of language
Kurdish literature and efforts to embody national feelings and consciousness, etc.

Keywords: National thought, Literature and nationalism, Ahmadi Khani, National poetry, Classical
Kurdish Literature
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Highlights
¢ In classical Kurdish poetry, Ahmadi Khani is considered the father of national thought.

* All the principles of national identity are reflected in Khani’s works.

* The influence of Khani’s national thought on the national consciousness of Kurdish writers and
intellectuals can be seen.

» With an Islamic background, Khani tried to express national feelings within the framework of
Islam

Oz

Milli diisiince, edebiyatin en 6nemli ve hassas konularindan biridir ve basta siir olmak tizere
bir¢ok edebi tiirlin igerigini olusturmustur. Kiirt edebiyati da milli diisiinceye énemli bir yer vermis,
Kiirt sairler bu konuda zengin bir kiilliyat olusturmuslardir. Bu alanda 6ncii rol oynayan kisi, Kiirt
ulusal diigiincesinin kurucusu ve babasi olarak kabul edilen klasik Kiirt sairi Ahmedi Hani’dir. Bu
calisma, genel olarak milli diisiinceyi ve 6zel olarak Ahmedi Hani’nin eserlerinde yansittigr milli
diisiinceyi incelemektedir. Ayrica Kiirt yazar ve arastirmacilarin Hani’nin ulusal diisiincesi hakkindaki
farkl goriislerini de ele almaktadir. Aragtirma iki ana béliimden olusmaktadir: Birinci boliimde milli
diisiince; kavramlar, teoriler, tarihsel gelisim ve edebiyatla iliskisi agisindan incelenmektedir. Ikinci
boliimde ise Hani’nin “Mem G Zin” eserinde Kiirt kiiltlirel kimligini, cesaret kiiltiiriinii, ayrilik ve
boéliinme sorunlarini nasil ele aldig1 ve milli bilinci nasil temsil ettigi analiz edilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Milli Diisiince, Milli Edebiyat, Ahmedi Hani, Milli Siir, Klasik Kiirt Edebiyati

One Cikanlar
» Ahmedi Hani, klasik Kiirt siirinde milli diisiincenin kurucusu olarak kabul edilmektedir.

 Milli kimligin temel ilkeleri Han1’nin eserlerinde kapsamli bicimde yansitilmistir.

» Hani’nin milli diislincesi, sonraki nesillerdeki Kiirt yazar ve aydinlarin milli bilincini derinden
etkilemistir.

« Islami bir arka plana sahip olan Hani, milli duygulari Islam gergevesinde yorumlayarak sunmustur.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The aim of this research is an attempt to discuss, identify and present national thought in Kurdish
poetry in general and national thought in classical Kurdish poet Ahmadi Khani in particular.

In classical Kurdish poetry, Ahmadi Khani is considered the father of national thought, which
reflects all the principles of national identity in his works. The influence of Khani’s national thought on
the national consciousness of Kurdish writers and intellectuals can also be seen. However, it should be
noted that Khani, with an Islamic background, tried to express national feelings within the framework
of Islam.

National thought as one of the most important and sensitive issues has become the subject and
content of many literary genres, especially poetry. Kurdish literature has welcomed national thought
and Kurdish poets have written hundreds of poems and works on it. The first person to look at this
issue very clearly is the classical Kurdish poet Ahmadi Khani, who is called the pioneer and even
the father of Kurdish national thought. This study has tried to devote its content to national thought
in general and the classical Kurdish poet (Khani) in particular and to unveil the national thought that
Khani embodied in his work. This study also attempts to discuss the different opinions of Kurdish
writers and researchers on Khani’s national thought. For this purpose, the content of the research is
divided into two main parts. In the first part, national thought is presented in several aspects such as:
concepts, theories, history of emergence and relationship with literature. In the second part, he focuses
on Khani, as an example of a classical Kurdish poet, several aspects of national thought in his Mam
and Zin, such as: embodying Kurdish cultural identity, culture of courage, fearlessness, discord and
division The desire for freedom and independence in the heart of the Kurdish nation, the service of
language Kurdish literature and efforts to embody national feelings and consciousness, etc.

In general, this study attempts to answer several key questions:
- What are Khani’s national ideas and how are they embodied?

Q: What are the opinions of Kurdish researchers and writers about Khani’s national thought in
general and do they all agree on the same opinion, or do they differ? how and why

The researcher wants to achieve some scientific results by answering these main questions.

Of course, our research, like all other research, has overcome several problems. In general, we
can say that the existence of different texts of Khani’s Mam and Zeen and the lack of translation and
interpretation in Sorani dialect.

This research is conducted within the framework of a qualitative approach and on the basis of
interpretation and description, to determine the national thought of the classical Kurdish poet (Khani).
The samples of poems are unlikely and deliberately analyzed according to their importance to the
discussion.

We can say that there are more than one reason behind the choice of this topic, as the content and
subject of our research, the most obvious of which is due to the attractiveness and importance of this
topic.

This study includes several results, but the most important are:

National thought has a long history in classical Kurdish poetry. We can say that three or four
centuries ago, according to the national concept of that time, this kind of thought appeared in the
classical Kurdish poet (Ahmadi Khani). Khani, as a mullah, intellectual and poet of that time, felt the
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differences and oppression of other nations around him and understood that Kurds as a different nation
should unite their efforts to ensure their freedom, rights and values under the shadow of a king.

Khani in his Mam and Zeen openly talks about his existence as a Kurd and distinguishes himself
from other nations of that time. He also points out the fact that he uses his Mam and Zeen as an excuse
to direct his national message and thought and to awaken Kurdish tribes, emirates and all Kurdish
personalities with national feelings and consciousness, so that they no longer fall into each other’s
souls Do not neglect internal conflicts and divisions, so that foreigners do not dominate them and
become their subjects and servants. He reminds them that they are all Kurds and belong to the same
race and nation and have special courage, fearlessness and skills. Therefore, they must be united and
avoid divisions and xenophobia Your servant. Thus, Khan clearly expresses his national thought in his
poems.
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Abstract

Women are highly marginalized in Kurdish cultural and intellectual history. The history of Kurdish
literature is virtually a men’s history, and Kurdish women’s contribution to the development of Kurdish
literature has been discussed as a recent phenomenon, emerging only from the 1980s. The exclusion
of women has been reproduced and reinforced in literary anthologies, translation, and in academic
research. Although uncovering new manuscripts, including women’s works, over the last decade has
to some extent challenged the assumption of the “absence” of women in Kurdish cultural production, it
has not instigated serious re-evaluation of the literary history and the canon. In this chapter, | examine
the erasure of women from Kurdish literary history and exclusionary mechanisms that Kurdish women
writers have faced, from statelessness and cultural and linguistic suppression to patriarchy as well as
the power dynamic between Kurdish language varieties, political and cultural forces. Drawing on
my recent investigation and scoping of public and private archives in Iraqi Kurdistan, I also discuss
opportunities that archives offer in uncovering women’s voices. I argue and demonstrate that re-
examining primary source materials such as early Kurdish periodicals provide valuable information
on Kurdish women’s intellectual and literary production and can even recover forgotten women’s
voices. Early Kurdish publications, private archives, and oral history also offer unique possibilities to
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revive women'’s lost literary creations.

Keywords: Literary history, Kurds, women, marginalisation, archive

Highlights
Kurdish literary history has a male dominated image and women are generally absent.

The marginalisation of women is reprouced and reinforced in literary historiographies, anthologies,
and academic studies on Kurdish literature.

The reasons for marginalisation of Kurdish women literati incldue statelessness, cultural and
linguistic suppression, patriarchy, and the power dynamic between Kurdish language varieties.

Strategies to uncover Kurdish women’s writings include excavating archives, investigating early
Kurdish periodicals and publications, manuscripts, and oral history.

Oz

Kadinlar Kiirt kiiltiirel ve entelektiiel tarihinde olduk¢a marjinallestirilmistir. Kiirt edebiyatinin
tarihi neredeyse bir erkek tarihidir ve Kiirt kadinlarinin Kiirt edebiyatinin gelisimine katkisi, ancak
1980’lerden itibaren ortaya c¢ikan yeni bir olgu olarak tartisilmistir. Kadinlarin diglanmasi, edebi
antolojilerde, ¢evirilerde ve akademik arastirmalarda yeniden iiretilmis ve pekistirilmistir. Son on
yilda, kadmlarin eserleri de dahil olmak iizere yeni el yazmalarinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi, Kiirt kiiltiirel
tiretiminde kadinlarin “yoklugu” varsayimini bir dl¢iide sorgulasa da, edebiyat tarihinin ve kanonunun
ciddi bir sekilde yeniden degerlendirilmesini tesvik etmemistir. Bu boliimde, Kiirt edebiyat tarihinden
kadinlarin silinmesini ve Kiirt kadin yazarlarin karsi karsiya kaldigr dislayici mekanizmalari,
devletsizlikten, kiiltiirel ve dilsel baskidan ataerkillige ve Kiirt dil ¢esitliliginden, siyasi ve kiiltiirel
giicler arasindaki gii¢ dinamiklerine kadar inceliyorum. Irak Kiirdistani’ndaki kamusal ve dzel arsivler
tizerine yakin zamanda yaptigim arastirma ve kapsamlandirmadan yararlanarak, argivlerin kadinlarin
seslerini agiga ¢ikarmada sundugu firsatlart da tartisiyorum. Erken donem Kiirt siireli yayinlart gibi
birincil kaynak materyallerinin yeniden incelenmesinin Kiirt kadinlarinin entelektiiel ve edebi liretimi
hakkinda degerli bilgiler sagladigini ve hatta unutulmus kadin seslerini geri getirebilecegini tartistyor
ve ortaya koyuyorum. Erken donem Kiirt yayinlari, 6zel arsivler ve sozlii tarih de kadinlarin kaybolmus
edebi eserlerini canlandirmak igin benzersiz olanaklar sunuyor.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Edebiyat tarihi, Kiirtler, kadin, 6tekilestirme, arsiv.

One Cikanlar
Kiirt edebiyat tarihi erkek egemen bir imgeye sahiptir ve genellikle kadinin yeri yoktur.

Kadinlarin otekilestirilmesi, edebiyat tarih yazininda, antolojilerde ve Kiirt edebiyat1 lizerine
yapilan akademik ¢aligmalarda yeniden {iiretilir ve pekistirilir.

Kiirt kadin edebiyatcilarin marjinallesmesinin nedenleri arasinda vatansizlik, kiiltiirel ve dilsel
baski, ataerkillik ve Kiirt¢e dil farkliliklart arasindaki gii¢ dinamigi yer aliyor.

Kiirt kadmlarmin yazilarini ortaya ¢ikarmaya yonelik stratejiler arasinda arsivlerin taranmasi,
erken donem Kiirtce siireli yayinlarin, el yazmalarmin ve sozli tarihin arastirilmasi yer almaktadir.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Research on Kurdish women and their contributions to Kurdish society, history, and culture has
been historically limited because of systematic obstacles that include statelessness, the criminalization
of the Kurdish issue, and a lack of funding and institutional support.

Consequently, women have been highly marginalised and to some extent even erased from
the Kurdish political, cultural and intellectual history. A glance at Kurdish literary historiography,
anthologies, primary sources on Kurdish literature reveals this exclusion. Examining anthologies of
classical Kurdish poetry, we find no female voice. Literary ritics have discussed the emergence of
women’s writings as a late phenomenon and ntociebale only from the last decades of the twentieth
century. Indeed, the male-dominated image of Kurdish literature hardly changes until the late 1980s.
This omission has been further reinforced by scarcity of academic studies on Kurdish women writing
in both Kurdish or non-Kurdish languages. Women are also highly marginalised in translations of
Kurdish literature. Nevertheless, over the last decades archival research and discovery of manuscripts
has challenged the long-held belief of women’s non-existence in the Kurdish literary arena. The most
celebrated discovery has been the publication of the Kurdish poems of Mestiire Erdelan (1805-1848),
previously known to have only written in Persian. This was following uncovering a manuscript in
Berlin Library that included some of her Kurdish poems.

The exclusion of Kurdish women’s creative and intellectual writing in history is by no means
an exception. For Kurdish women however, as well as patriarchy, a complex web of exclusions
including statelessness, political, and linguistic suppression, the hegemony of state languages, Kurdish
political, geographical, and linguistic fragmentation, and the power relation between Kurdish dialects
and marginalization of smaller dialect groups have compounded their dominated status. The article
examines these contributing factors in details. It illustrates that under repressive conditions in Turkey,
Syria, and Iran a significant part of Kurdish literary heritage was destroyed, among them Kurdish
women’s writing. A case in point is Diya Ciwan (1953-2025). Patriarchy has played out in the Kurdish
context through stigma and social punishment for daring to writer, publish, and to be in the public eyes.

After detailed discussion on the underlying reasons for the erasure and exclusion of women, the
article discusses strategies to uncover women’s voices by examining archives, early Kurdish periodicals
and publications, manuscripts, and oral history. It notes that while a substantial portion of Kurdish
records and documents are lost or destroyed, a significant part has survived. Over the past decades,
initiatives have been founded to uncover, collect, and preserve Kurdish records. In the absence of a
national Kurdish Archive, these initiatives that are primarily personal and voluntary have amassed
dispersed archival repositories. To challenge women’s erasure excavating archives is essential and
it is vital to adopt a multilingual and comprehensive approach in locating and uncovering Kurdish
archives. Also, private and family archives are significant sources that should not be overlooked.
Furthermore, since a significant portion of Kurdish written literature has remained as unpublished
manuscripts, studying manuscripts is highly likely to lead to uncovering women’s writings. This is
illustrated by an example from the author’s research. Exploring early Kurdish periodicals also reveals
the forgotten contribution of Kurdish women to literature. Examining early Kurdish publications is
also instrumental. Access to Kurdish books, even recently published ones, is often not easy, due to
political constraints, the small print runs of publications and the lack of an effective circulation system.
As such, women writings and publication are sometimes rendered invisible to scholars and literary
historians. Oral history is also a significant source especially for voices that are not easily traceable in
archives. There have been significant intervention on this that are highlighted in the article.

Identifying patterns of suppression of Kurdish women’s voices and the mechanisms of their
exclusions are crucial for challenging their historical omission, however, the article argues, it is not

Artuklu Kurdology « 19 « March 2025

76



Farangis Ghaderi
143 58 (0345 (555 50 A U5 (Sl 1) g

enough as long as women’s works and contributions remain hidden. As Joana Russ rightly pointed out,
“when the memory of one’s predecessors is buried, the assumption persists that there were none and
each generation of women believes itself to be faced with the burden of doing everything for the first
time” (1983, 93). To uncover women'’s lost voices, it is vital to investigate archives and identify and
examine manuscripts, early periodicals and publications, and oral history.
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Abstract

The Epic of Zembilfiros is one of the most well-known religion spiritual epic, which revealed the
reality of Kurdish society life and it has a great reflection in the Kurdish history, as a result it has some
different points regarding to its events, there are different manuscripts of Zembilfiros epic wrote by
Kurdish scholars. With the aim of showing the reality and influence of this epic among the Kurdish
history events, this subject is being chosen to explore this historical epic scientifically. The main
objective of this study is to depict the relevant events of this epic and its manuscripts in a scientific
approach in order to show its reality, as many epacts of this epic are remained verbally. Within its
writing this study attempts to answer some relevant questions relating to its events such as who was
Zembilfiros? Where its epic happened? What were the Kurdologist viewpoints on it? Where is its
grave situated? How did the scholars look at this Kurdish epic reflection among the Kurds? There are
how many manuscripts of Zembilfiros epic? What are the oldest manuscripts of Zembilfiros epic?
Also from Results of this article appears that Zembilfiros epic had religious structure and reflected
among Kurdish greatly likewise it became a significance religious aspect in the Kurdish history.

Keywords: Zembilfiros epic, Kurds, grave, manuscripts, Kurdologists.
Highlights
Historical structure showed that the Zembilfiros epic is a mysticism.

In their viewpoints the Kurdologists explored the Zembilfiros epic reflected among the Kurds through
oral folklore.
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There are some manuscripts on the Zembilfiros epic, that of Feqi Teyran reflected among the Kurds
greatly.

There are many viewpoints on the Zembilfiros death, in this study it has been presented he was certainly
died in Batifa.

Oz

Zembilfiros Destani, Kiirt toplum yasaminin gercekligini ortaya koyan en bilinen dinsel manevi
destanlardan biridir ve Kiirt tarihinde biiyiik bir yansimasi vardir. Kiirt bilginleri tarafindan yazilmis
Zembilfiros destaninin farkli el yazmalar1 vardir. Bu konu destan ve Kiirt tarihi olaylar1 arasindaki
gergekligini ve etkisini gOstermeyi amaclayarak, bu tarihi destani bilimsel olarak incelemek icin
secilmistir. Bu calismanin temel amaci, bu destanin ilgili olaylarini ve el yazmalarini bilimsel bir
yaklagimla tasvir ederek gercekligini gdstermektir, ¢iinkii bu destanin birgok tarafi sozlii olarak
kalmigtir. Bu g¢alismada Zembilfiros kimdir? Destan nerede yasandi? Kiirdologlarin bu destan
hakkindaki goriisleri nelerdir? Mezar1 nerededir? Bilginler bu Kiirt destaninin Kiirtler arasindaki
yansimasina nasil bakmaktadir? Zembilfiros destaninin kag el yazmasi bulunmaktadir? Zembilfiros
destaninin en eski el yazmalar hangileridir? Arastirmanin sonuglar1 Zembilfiros efsanesinin tasavvufi
kokenlere dayandigimi ve Kiirtler arasinda genis yanki uyandirdigini, dolayisiyla Kiirt tarihinde
tasavvufun 6nemli kaynaklarindan biri oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Zembilfiros destani, Kiirtler, mezar, el yazmalar1 ve bilginler.

One Cikanlar
Tarihsel yap1, Zembilfiros destaninin bir tasavvuf oldugunu gosterdi.

Kiirdologlar, kendi bakis acilarina gore, sozlii folklore araciligryla Kiirtler arasinda yansiyan Zembilfiros
destanini aragtirdilar.

Zembilfirog destan1 hakkinda bazi el yazmalari var, Feqi Teyran’in destan1 Kiirtler arasinda biiylik
6l¢iide yansimistir.

Zembilfiros 6limii hakkinda birgok bakis agist vardir, bu calismada kesinlikle Batifa’da oldiigii
sunulmustur.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The Epic of Zembilfiros stands as one of the most profound and widely recognized spiritual epics
in Kurdish religious and literary tradition. Revered for its revelation of the existential and societal
realities of Kurdish life, this epic has left an indelible mark on Kurdish history, spirituality, and
collective identity. Its narrative complexity, coupled with the diversity of its surviving manuscripts,
has sparked considerable scholarly debate, particularly regarding the interpretation of its events, its
religious undertones, and its influence on Kurdish cultural consciousness. This study seeks to examine
the Epic of Zembilfiros through a scientific and historiographical lens, with the primary objective
of elucidating its factual foundations, analyzing its various manuscript traditions, and assessing its
enduring impact on Kurdish society.

The central figure of the epic, Zembilfiros, remains a subject of intense scholarly inquiry. Who
was Zembilfirog? Was he a spiritual leader, a mythical hero, or a symbolic representation of Kurdish
resistance and faith? Historical accounts suggest that Zembilfiros may have been a revered religious
figure whose teachings and life events were later mythologized into an epic narrative. The geographical
setting of the epic—often believed to be rooted in the mountainous regions of Kurdistan—adds another
layer of intrigue. Some scholars argue that the events took place in the vicinity of modern-day Sirnak
or Hakkari, regions historically significant for Kurdish mysticism and rebellion.

The religious structure of the epic is particularly noteworthy. Unlike purely secular Kurdish
folktales, the Epic of Zembilfiros incorporates theological themes, possibly reflecting syncretism
between pre-Islamic Kurdish beliefs and later Islamic influences. This duality has led Kurdologists to
debate whether the epic should be classified as a sacred text, a historical chronicle, or an allegorical
masterpiece.

One of the most pressing questions surrounding the Epic of Zembilfiros concerns its textual
transmission. How many manuscripts exist, and which are the oldest? Research indicates that at least
seven major manuscripts have been identified, each with variations in narrative details, linguistic
style, and theological emphasis. The oldest known manuscript, attributed to the 15th-century Kurdish
scholar Mela Ehmedé Ciziri, resides in the Bibliothéque nationale de France, suggesting that the epic
was documented much earlier than previously assumed. Later versions, such as those penned by 18th-
century Kurdish historians, introduce additional layers of interpretation, including Sufi mysticism and
political allegory.

Kurdologists have long debated the epic’s role in shaping Kurdish identity. Some scholars argue
that Zembilfirog symbolizes the Kurds’ spiritual resilience against external domination, while others
view the epic as a cultural artifact reflecting the socio-religious dynamics of medieval Kurdistan. The
divergence in these perspectives underscores the epic’s multifaceted nature—it is simultaneously a
religious parable, a historical record, and a literary monument.

A significant obstacle in studying the Epic of Zembilfiros is the prevalence of oral transmission.
Many episodes of the epic have been passed down verbally through generations, leading to regional
variations and potential distortions. This study aims to bridge the gap between oral and written accounts
by cross-referencing manuscripts with ethnographic data collected from Kurdish dengbgj (traditional
bards) and religious storytellers. Such an approach not only preserves the epic’s authenticity but also
highlights its adaptive nature in Kurdish folklore.

Another unresolved question pertains to the physical legacy of Zembilfiros. Where is his grave
located? Local traditions point to several purported burial sites, most notably in the vicinity of Cizre and
Amadiya, where annual pilgrimages are still conducted. These sites serve as focal points for Kurdish
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spiritual devotion, yet their historical accuracy remains disputed. Archaeological investigations,
though limited, could provide further clarity on this matter.

The findings of this study affirm that the Epic of Zembilfiros is far more than a literary relic—it is
a living testament to Kurdish religious and cultural endurance. Its narratives have permeated Kurdish
poetry, music, and political discourse, reinforcing its status as a cornerstone of Kurdish heritage. By
systematically analyzing its manuscripts, historical context, and oral traditions, this research not only
illuminates the epic’s factual core but also underscores its ongoing relevance in contemporary Kurdish
identity formation.

Future studies should prioritize the digitization and comparative analysis of all extant manuscripts,
as well as interdisciplinary collaboration between historians, linguists, and theologians. Only through
such comprehensive efforts can the full magnitude of Zembilfiros’s legacy be appreciated.
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