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EDITORLER KURULUDAN

Kiresel belirsizliklere, zorunlu yerinden edilmelere ve degisen jeopolitik yapilandirmalara yanit olarak go¢
calismalarialani gelismeye devam ederken, insan Hareketliligi Uluslararasi Dergisi (International Journal of Human
Mobility, IJHM) gibi akademik platformlar; elestirel, kanita dayali ve yerel badglama dayali arastirmalar Gretme
acisindan giderek daha hayati hale gelmistir. Kurulusundan bu yana [JHM, Tirk ve uluslararasi arastirmacilar icin
go¢ yonetisimi, milteci korunmasi, entegrasyon ve sinir 6tesi hareketlilik gibi giincel konulari ele aldiklari bir
forum islevi gdrmus; Turkiye’yi yalnizca bir inceleme nesnesi olarak degil, ayni zamanda kavramsal ve yontemsel
yeniliklerin Uretildigi bir alan olarak konumlandirmistir.

Nisan 2025 sayisi, go¢ln din, spor, kimlik, insan ticareti ve catisma sonrasi geri donUslerle kesisimlerini inceleyen
cesitli katkilari bir araya getirerek bu misyonu yansitmaktadir. Her bir makale, cagdas insan hareketliligini analiz
etmek icin kendine 6zg bir bakis acisi sunarken, birlikte dastunuldiginde Tlrkiye baglaminin ¢cok 6tesine uzanan
kavrayislar ortaya koymaktadir.

Recep Baydemir ve Abdurrahim Ozmen’in “Toplumsal Hareketlilikler ve Bir Melez Kimlik Ornegi Olarak

LB

“Tiirkiyeli Suriyeliler’” bashkh katkisi, yasamlarinin cogunu ya da tamamini Tlrkiye’de geciren Suriyeliler
arasinda kimlik olusumu sorusuna dogrudan egilmektedir. Makale, kultirel aidiyetleri, dil yetkinlikleri ve giindelik
deneyimleri hem tam entegrasyona hem de kati maltecilik tanimlarina direnen genclerden olusan blytyen bir
grubu tanimlamak tizere “TUrkiyeli Suriyeliler” terimini énermektedir. Melez kimlik kuramina dayanan c¢alisma,
aidiyete dair milliyetci ve duragan yaklasimlari sorgulamakta; akademisyenleri ve politika yapicilari entegrasyonu
birokratik esiklerin 6tesinde yeniden distiinmeye davet etmektedir. Turkiye’de dogmus ya da ¢ok kiicuk yasta
gelmis Suriyelilere odaklanan calisma, bu nifusun geleneksel gd¢cmen/multeci kategorilerinin 6tesine gecen
dzgin bir aidiyet hissi gelistirdigini ileri sirmektedir. Yazarlar, bu yeni kimligin insasina kilttrel bitlinlesme, dil
edinimi, cografi dagilim ve evlilik gibi unsurlarin nasil katki sundugunu demografik veriler, literatlir ve medya
icerikleri araciligiyla incelemektedir. Makale, artan sayida Suriyeli icin Turkiye’nin artik gecici bir ev sahibi degil,
kalici bir yurt haline geldigini vurgulamaktadir.

Hasan Sen ve Vedat Martin ince’nin Munih’teki Tiirk gdcmenler Gzerine gerceklestirdikleri “Almanya’ya Gog
Eden Uc Kusak Tiirklerin Dini Algilarindaki Degisim: Miinih Ornegi” baslikli calismalari, din sosyolojisi ve
kusaklar arasi degisim literatiriine dnemli bir katki sunmaktadir. Calismalari, go¢, entegrasyon ve ayrimciligin
birlikte nasil t¢ kusak boyunca dini algilari yeniden sekillendirdigini—geleneksel dindarliktan bireysellesmis ve
sekilerlesmis inang bi¢imlerine kadar—gozler déntine sermektedir. Siire¢ sosyolojisini ve anket temelli verileri bir
arada kullanmalari, hem kavramsal derinlik hem de ampirik aciklik saglamaktadir. Bu makale, Almanya’daki (i¢
kusak Turk go¢cmen arasinda dini algilarin nasil déndsime ugradigini inceleyerek din ve goc sosyolojisine katkida
bulunmaktadir. Miinih’te birinci ve Gctncl kusaktan 316 katilimciyla gerceklestirilen nicel anket calismasina
dayanarak, yazarlar go¢, entegrasyon, ayrimcilik ve melez kiltirel kimlikler gibi etkenlerin zaman icinde dini
pratikleri, degerleri ve sekilerlesmeyi nasil etkiledigini arastirmaktadir. Norbert Elias’in strec¢ sosyolojisini
teorik bir mercek olarak kullanan ¢alisma, kimlik olusumu ve giindelik yasamda dinin roliine dair kusaklar



aras! farkhliklari ortaya koymaktadir. Bulgular, gé¢ deneyimlerinin dindarligi yalnizca zaman icinde degil, ayni
zamanda kultirel mizakere ve ulusotesi aidiyet baglaminda nasil donustirdigine dair zengin bir sosyolojik
bakis sunmaktadir.

Benzer bir sekilde, Murat Kocanli’nin “Uluslararasi Go¢ Hareketlerinin Karanlik Yiizii: insan Ticareti Olaylarinin
Degerlendirilmesi” baslikli makalesi, diizensiz gdc¢, insan ticareti ve organize sucun Tirkiye baglaminda nasil
ic ice gectigini ele alan elestirel bir ampirik inceleme sunmaktadir. Jandarma Genel Komutanhgr'nin 2012-2021
verilerine dayanan calisma, 6zellikle jandarma yetki alanindaki illerde diizensiz g6¢ giizergahlariyla baglantili
onemliinsan ticareti drintulerini ortaya koymaktadir. Tirkiye’nin hem bir transit hem de hedef (lke olarak artan
Onemi baglaminda konumlanan makale, 6zellikle kadin gd¢cmenler arasinda cinsel ve emek sémdirisine yol acan
yapisal kirilganliklari belirlemektedir. Detayli istatistiksel analizlerle, insan ticareti vakalarinin Suriye krizine bagl
bolgesel go¢ dalgalariyla nasil 6rtistigind ve insan kacakcilarinin acik kapi politikalarini nasil kotye kullandigini
gostermektedir. Makale, kurumsal koordinasyonun gticlendirilmesini, magdur tespitinin iyilestirilmesini ve insan
haklarina dayali daha saglam politika mekanizmalarinin gelistiriimesini dnermektedir.

Mustafa Seref Akin’in “Firsatlar ve Engeller: Tiirkiye’den Arjantin’e Go¢ Uzerine Bir inceleme” baslikli
makalesi, Tirkiye ile Arjantin gibi birbirinden hem cografi hem kultirel olarak uzak iki Glke arasindaki go¢
hareketlerini inceleyerek Gliney-Glney gdc literatliriine nadir bir katki sunmaktadir. Sosyal medya U(zerinden
paylasilan 17 gd¢cmen anlatisinin nitel analizine dayanan calisma, gd¢ motivasyonlari, beklentiler ve glindelik
yasam deneyimlerine dair birinci elden icgoriler saglamaktadir. Dis gelir erisimi, dil bariyerlerinin asiimasi ve
resmi destek mekanizmalarinin yoklugunda sosyal aglarin nasil kuruldugu gibi unsurlarin gé¢ deneyimini nasil
sekillendirdigi ele alinmaktadir. Yasam tarzi gocu, dijital etkiler ve alternatif yasam stratejileri gibi temalar
araciligiyla, Kuzey ulkeleri disindaki go¢ rotalarina dair anlayisimizi derinlestirmektedir.

Rahsan inal’'in “Spor ve Go¢: Sistematik Literatiir Taramasi” baslikli makalesi, go¢ ve spor (izerine gelismekte
olan arastirma alaninin bir sentezini sunmaktadir. 2020-2023 yillari arasinda yayimlanmis literatiire odaklanan
calisma, sporu toplumsal katilim araci olarak gdren islevselci varsayimlari sorgulamakta; bunun yerine spor
alanlarinin gé¢cmenler icin karmasik ve zaman zaman dislayici dodasini vurgulamaktadir. Bu alanin, donistiricl
potansiyeline ragmen Turkiye’de henliz yeterince gelismedigini belirten yazar, daha fazla akademik ilgiyi tesvik
etmektedir. Spor alaninda etnografik yontemlerin ve isbirlik¢i pratiklerin sekillendirdigi yeni bir disiplinlerarasi
alanin dogmakta oldugu gosterilmektedir.

Son olarak bu sayida, Umutcan Yuksel'in Aralik 2024’te Esad rejiminin devrilmesi ve gecici bir hiklimetin
kurulmasiyla yasanan Suriye’deki dramatik siyasi gelismeleri degerlendirdidi “Gegis Siirecindeki Suriye:
Siyasal Vaatler, Ekonomik Zorluklar ve Miilteci Geri Doniislerinde Koruma Acig1” baslikli dederlendirme
yazisi yer almaktadir. Yuksel, 6zellikle BMMYK (Birlesmis Milletler Milteciler Yiksek Komiserligi/UNHCR) gibi
uluslararasi aktorlerin, heniiz ¢ozilememis koruma risklerine ve tamamlanmamis yeniden insa sireclerine
ragmen geri donds gindemlerini erken bir sekilde 6ne stirmesini elestirel bicimde degerlendirmektedir. Yazi,
insani ¢cercevelerin siyasallasma tehlikesine dikkat cekerken, catisma sonrasi kirilganlik baglamlarinda multeci
haklarinin korunmasinin dnemini yeniden hatirlatmaktadir. Yazi, Ahmed el-Saraa liderligindeki gecici hikiimetin



performansini, uluslararasi bagisci iliskilerini ve BMMYK’nin bilyik 6lcekli geri dénusleri kolaylastirma yéntindeki
tartismali politika degisikligini analiz etmektedir. Mevcut donls programlarinin koruma standartlarina degil,
daha cok siyasi gerekliliklere dayandigini ileri stiren yazar, BMMYK’nin operasyonel cercevesi ile 2018 tarihli
koruma rehberleri arasindaki uyumsuzluga isaret etmektedir. Bu degerlendirme, politik takvimlere degil,
sahadaki gercek gelismelere uyumlu, ilkeli bir uluslararasi angajmana ve glcli bir izleme mekanizmasina dayall
geri donus politikalarinin gerekliligini savunmaktadir.

Bu saymnin battinine bakildiginda, sunulan katkilar [JHM’nin Tarkiye’de ve bdlgesel 6lcekte gd¢ arastirmalari
icin hayati bir entelektiiel platform olarak roliinii pekistirmektedir. insan hareketliliginin tekil bir olay degil;
hukuk, kaltlr, jeopolitik ve toplumsal tahayylllerle sekillenen dinamik ve cok boyutlu bir siire¢ oldugunu
gostermektedirler. Dahasi, IJHM’nin analitik olarak giicli, ampirik olarak temellendirilmis ve etik olarak duyarli
arastirmalar (retme konusundaki siregelen taahhtdin( de yansitmaktadirlar.

Ayrica bu vesileyle, Baskent Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler Bélimi’nden Doc. Dr. Haluk
Karadad’'in 1JHM Yayin Kurulu’na yeni katildigini duyurmaktan memnuniyet duyariz. Dergimizin misyonuna
olan katkisi icin kendisine tesekkir ediyor, elestirel ve disiplinlerarasi go¢ arastirmalarini birlikte ilerletmeyi
sabirsizlikla bekliyoruz.

Bu sayinin hazirlanmasinda katki sunan tlim yazarlara ve titiz degerlendirmeleriyle streci yonlendiren hakemlere
ictenlikle tesekkir ederiz. Bu sayidaki makalelerin, akademik tartismalari tesvik etmesini, kanita dayali politika
yapim sdreclerine isik tutmasini ve disiplinler arasi arastirmalari gelecekte daha da ileriye tasimasini umuyoruz.

Editor Kurulu
Nisan 2025



FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

As the field of migration studies continues to evolve in response to global uncertainties, forced displacement
and migration, and shifting geopolitical configurations, academic platforms such as the International Journal of
Human Mobility (IJHM) have become increasingly essential for producing critical, evidence-based, and locally
grounded scholarship. Since its establishment, IJHM has served as a forum for Turkish and international scholars
to engage with pressing issues in migration governance, refugee protection, integration, and transnational
mobility—while situating Tlrkiye not only as an object of study but also as a site of conceptual and methodological
innovation.

The April 2025 issue reflects this mission by bringing together a diverse range of contributions that examine the
intersections of migration with religion, sport, identity, trafficking, and post-conflict return. Each article provides
a distinct lens through which to analyze contemporary human mobility while collectively offering insights that
resonate far beyond the Turkish context.

Recep Baydemir and Abdurrahim Ozmen’s contribution, “Social Mobilizations and “Syrians from Tiirkiye” as
an Example of Hybrid Identity”, engages directly with the question of identity formation among Syrians who
have spent most or all of their lives in Turkiye. The article proposes the term “Syrians from Turkiye” to describe
a growing group of young people whose cultural affiliations, linguistic fluency, and everyday experiences resist
both full assimilation and rigid refugee categorization. Grounded in hybrid identity theory, the study challenges
nationalist and static understandings of belonging and invites scholars and policymakers to rethink integration
beyond bureaucratic thresholds. Focusing on Syrians who were either born in Tirkiye or arrived at a very young
age, the study argues that this population is developing a distinct sense of belonging that transcends traditional
migrant/refugee categories. Drawing on demographic data, literature, and media accounts, the authors explore
how cultural integration, language acquisition, geographic dispersion, and intermarriage contribute to the
construction of this new identity. The paper highlights that for a growing number of Syrians, Tlrkiye is no longer
a temporary host country but a permanent home—a shift reflected in emerging identity formations.

Hasan Sen and Vedat Martin ince’s study on Turkish migrants in Munich, “Changes in Religious Perceptions
of Turkish Immigrants of Three Generations Who Migrated to Germany: Munich Example”, contributes to
the sociology of religion and intergenerational change. Their work reveals how migration, integration, and
discrimination collectively reshape religious perceptions across three generations, from traditional piety to
individualized, secularized forms of belief. Their use of process sociology and survey-based data offers both
conceptual depth and empirical clarity. This article contributes to the sociology of religion and migration by
examining how religious perceptions have transformed across three generations of Turkishimmigrantsin Germany.
Drawing on a quantitative survey conducted in Munich with 316 participants from the first and third generations,
the authors investigate how factors such as migration, integration, discrimination, and hybrid cultural identities
have shaped religious practices, values, and secularization over time. Using Norbert Elias’s process sociology as
a theoretical lens, the study reveals generational differences in the role of religion in identity formation and daily



life. The findings provide a rich sociological perspective on how migration experiences transform religiosity—not
only across time but also in response to cultural negotiation and transnational belonging.

In a parallel vein, with his article “The Dark Side of International Migration: An Assessment of Human
Trafficking Cases”, Murat Kocanli addresses the darker dimensions of migrationin his article on human trafficking
and irregular mobility in Tlrkiye. This article presents a critical empirical investigation into the intersections
of irreqular migration, human trafficking, and organized crime within Turkey’s national context. Drawing on
data from the Gendarmerie General Command (2012-2021), the study reveals significant patterns of human
trafficking linked to irregular migration routes, particularly in provinces under Gendarmerie jurisdiction. The
article not only brings attention to institutional gaps in victim protection but also contributes to policy debates
on law enforcement, gender, and vulnerability. Framed within the growing relevance of Turkey as both a transit
and destination country, the article identifies structural vulnerabilities—especially among female migrants—
that lead to sexual and labour exploitation. With detailed statistical analysis, it demonstrates how trafficking
incidents correspond with regional migration surges, such as the Syrian displacement crisis, and highlights how
the misuse of open-door policies by traffickers has aggravated the situation. The article calls for strengthened
institutional coordination, improved victim identification procedures, and more robust policy mechanisms
grounded in human rights.

In “Opportunities and Obstacles: A Study of Turkish Migration to Argentina”, article Mustafa Seref Akin
explores the South-South migration through Turkish migrants’ experiences in Argentina as expanding the
geographical imagination of migration studies. Through qualitative analysis, the article shows how individuals
construct alternative life paths outside of conventional Global North destinations, often driven by lifestyle
choices, social freedoms, and symbolic affinities. This article offers a rare contribution to the literature on
South-South migration by examining recent migration flows from Turkey to Argentina—two geographically and
culturally distant countries. Through qualitative analysis of 17 migrant narratives shared via social media, the
study captures firsthand insights into the motivations, expectations, and daily realities of Turkish individuals
who have relocated to Buenos Aires. The study highlights key factors that shape the migration experience,
such as access to foreign income, overcoming language barriers, and building social networks, especially in the
absence of formal support structures. By addressing themes such as lifestyle migration, digital influence, and
alternative quality-of-life strategies, the article deepens our understanding of non-traditional migration routes
and aspirations beyond the Global North.

Rahsan inal’s piece, “Sport and Migration: A Systematic Literature Review”, offers a synthesis of the growing
body of research on migration and sport. Covering literature published between 2020 and 2023, this article
challenges functionalist assumptions that equate sport with social inclusion, highlighting instead the complexities
and ambivalences of sports spaces for migrants. It calls for the expansion of this emerging field in Ttrkiye, where
migration-focused sports research remains limited despite its transformative potential. Focusing on themes such
as athlete mobility and refugee integration through sport, the article critically examines dominant assumptions
around sport as a tool for inclusion, highlighting instead its complex and sometimes exclusionary dynamics. The



study reveals an emerging interdisciplinary field shaped by ethnographic methods and collaborative practice. It
identifies the absence of robust research in the Turkish context, calling for greater scholarly attention to sport as
a site of both opportunity and inequality in migration experiences.

Finally, this issue features a timely commentary by Umutcan Ylksel, “Syria in Transition: Political Promises,
Economic Challenges, and the Protection Gap in Refugee Returns”, which reflects on the dramatic political
developments in Syria following 8 December 2024, when the Assad regime was ousted and a transitional
government installed. Yiiksel provides a sobering critique of how international actors—particularly the UNHCR—
are prematurely advancing return agendas despite unresolved protection concerns and unfulfilled reconstruction
promises. This piece brings much-needed attention to the dangers of politicizing humanitarian frameworks
and reinforces the importance of upholding refugee rights in volatile post-conflict contexts. The commentary
critically examines the performance of the interim government under Ahmed al-Sharaa, international donor
dynamics, and the controversial policy shift by UNHCR toward facilitating large-scale returns—despite unmet
protection thresholds. It argues that return facilitation is being driven more by political expediency than by
refugee protection standards. The author highlights the discrepancy between UNHCR’s operational framework
and its own 2018 protection guidelines, raising concern over the premature nature of current return programs.
This commentary calls for principled international engagement, robust monitoring, and a return policy aligned
with genuine improvements on the ground—not political timelines.

Taken together, the contributions in this issue reinforce IJHM’s role as a vital intellectual platform in the Turkish
and broader regional migration research landscape. They demonstrate that human mobility is not a singular
event but a dynamic and multi-dimensional process shaped by law, culture, geopolitics, and social imagination.
More importantly, they reflect [JHM’s ongoing commitment to producing research that is analytically robust,
empirically grounded, and ethically engaged.

We would also like to take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Haluk Karadad
(Department of Political Science and International Relations, Baskent University) has recently joined the [JHM
Editorial Board. We are grateful for his commitment to the journal’s mission and look forward to working together
to advance critical and interdisciplinary migration scholarship.

We extend our sincere thanks to all contributing authors and peer reviewers whose dedication made this issue
possible. We hope the articles in this volume will stimulate further scholarly debate, inform evidence-based
policymaking, and inspire future research across disciplines and borders.

By the Editorial Board
April 2025
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Toplumsal Hareketlilikler ve Bir Melez Kimlik Ornegi Olarak “Tiirkiyeli Suriyeliler”
Recep Baydemir? Abdurrahim Ozmen3

0z

Bu calismada, go¢ literattiriinde toplumsal hareketlilikler ve etkilesimlerin bir sonucu olarak, Tarkiyeli Suriyeliler
olarak adlandirilabilecek yeni bir kavrama dogru yol alindigi ileri stiriiimektedir. Suriyelilerin uzun yillardir
Turkiye’de yasamasi, ev sahibi toplumla etkilesim kurmasi ve kiltirel baglarinin yeniden sekillenmesi, yeni bir
melez kimlik olusumunu beraberinde getirmistir. Bu arastirmada, 6zellikle Tlrkiye’de dogan ya da cok kicik
yasta Tirkiye’ye gelen ve Suriye ile kisisel baglari sinirli olan bir kusagin genel profilleri, Go¢ idaresi Baskanhdi ve
UNHCR verileri, 6nceki arastirmalarin bulgulari ve basina yansiyan bazi haber ve yazilar tizerinden incelenmistir.
Arastirmanin bulgulari, Suriyelilerin Tlrkiye’nin tim illerine yayilmakla birlikte, belirli bolgelerde yodunlastigini
gostermektedir. Bu dagihm, kaltirel yapr ve etkilesim dizeyine bagl olarak melez kimlik olusumunun
farklilastigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ayrica, Suriyeliler ile Tlrkiyeliler arasindaki evlilikler ve bu evliliklerden dogan
cocuklar, melez kimliklerin sekillenmesine énemli katki sunmasinin yaninda, éziinde s6z konusu kimlik bu grubu
referans almaktadir. Yeni nesil Suriyelilerde, Suriye’ye dair deger atfedilen bir “memleket” gecmisinin olmamasi,
Turkiye’ye duyulan aidiyet hissinin artmasi, dil ve ktlttrel uyum, bu kimlidi glclendiren etmenlerden olmustur.
Ortaya ¢lkan sonuclar, yeni bir melez kimligin insa edildigini g6stermektedir. Bu arastirmada, bu yeni kimlik,
Tirkiyeli Suriyeliler olarak kavramlastirilmistir. Almanyali Tirkiyeliler kavrami gibi, bu kavram da g6c literatirinG
yeniden sekillendirecek kritik bir olguyu ifade etmektedir. Bu calismada, ileri strllen Tirkiyeli Suriyeliler kavrami,
goc literatlrine iki ana yenilik sunmaktadir. Birincisi, gecici koruma statusinden ziyade, yerlesiklige isaret
eden bir kimlik tanimlamasidir. Bu, goc literatiriindeki gé¢cmen-siginmaci-milteci kategorilerinin disinda, yerel
baglari ve aidiyet hislerini de kapsayan yeni bir anlayis ortaya koymaktadir. ikincisi, Tirkiyeli Suriyeliler kavrami,
klasik go¢ tartismalarinin 6tesine gecerek, kimlik insasinda, aidiyet, sosyokultirel etkilesim, dilsel ve mekansal
faktorlerin Gnemini vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Go¢, Toplumsal Hareketlilik, Kimlik, Aidiyet, Melez Kimlik, Trkiyeli Suriyeliler.
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Social Mobilizations and “Syrians from Tiirkiye” as an Example of Hybrid Identity

Abstract

This study argues that in migration literature is moving towards a new concept that can be called Syrians from
Turkiye, because of social mobilizations and interactions. As Syrians have been living in Tarkiye for many years,
interacting with the host society and reshaping their cultural ties, a new hybrid identity has emerged. In this
study, the general profiles of a generation that was born in Turkiye or came to Tirkiye at a very young age and
has limited personal ties with Syria are analyzed through data from the Directorate of Migration Management
and UNHCR, findings of previous studies and some news and articles in the press. The findings of the study
show that Syrians are concentrated in certain regions, although they are spread across all provinces of Turkiye.
This distribution reveals that hybrid identity formation differs depending on the cultural structure and level
of interaction. Moreover, marriages between people who Syrians and from Trkiye and the children born from
these marriages contribute significantly to the shaping of hybrid identities. For the new generation of Syrians,
the lack of a “homeland” background in Syria, an increased sense of belonging to Tirkiye, language and cultural
adaptation have been among the factors that strengthen this identity. The results show that a new hybrid
identity is being constructed. In this research, this new identity is conceptualized as Syrians from Tiirkiye. Like
the concept of Turks from Germany, the concept of Syrians from Tiirkiye represents a critical phenomenon that
will reshape the migration literature. The concept of Syrians from Tiirkiye put forward in this study introduces two
main innovations to the migration literature. First, it is an identity definition that points to residency rather than
temporary protection status. This introduces a new understanding beyond the migrant-asylum-seeker-refugee
categories in migration literature, encompassing local ties and feelings of belonging. Second, the concept of
Syrians from Tiirkiye transcends classical migration debates and emphasizes the importance of belonging,
sociocultural interaction, linguistic and spatial factors in identity construction.

Keywords: Migration, Social Mobility, Identity, Belonging, Hybrid Identity, Syrians from Tirkiye.
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Extended Abstract

Migration, one of the most complex social dynamics of the modern world and perhaps of humanity, is a
phenomenon that is not only limited to physical mobility but can also radically affect the identities, cultural
structures and economic balances of individuals and societies. Social mobility and migration can, on the one
hand, increase ethnic and cultural diversity and contribute to “multiculturalism” and “coexistence”, but on
the other hand, they can also contribute to the realization of sociological transformation by producing “social
integration” problems, “cultural conflicts” and “social exclusion”. From this perspective, while migrants affect the
host society, they are also affected by the dynamics of the host society. In this sense, migrants or those exposed
to migration are both influencing and affected. One of the most fundamental dynamics affecting migrants is the
issue of identity. Today, social mobility, migration, mass migration and forced migration are among the main
factors that trigger the formation of hybrid identities.

As is known, due to the civil war that started in Syria in 2011, millions of people were forced to migrate within the
country, while millions more had to migrate outside the country. The vast majority of Syrians who had to migrate
outside the country sought refuge in Turkiye for many reasons, such as its close and neighbouring borders,
Turkiye’s “open door policy” and the “humanitarian aid” it provided to them. Turkiye, which “opened its doors”
to Syrians, has become the country that “hosts” the largest number of Syrians in the world. According to data
from the Directorate of Migration Management, as of January 2025, a total of 2,920,119 Syrians live in Turkiye.
As the civil war in Syria is almost 14 years old, a significant number of Syrians who have sought refuge in Tirkiye
have been living in Tlrkiye for a long time.

According to data from the Directorate of Migration Management, hundreds of Syrian babies are born in Tlrkiye
every day. At least 50% of Syrians who live in Tirkiye are children. As of January 2025, there are 1,276,543 Syrian
babies and children under the age of 14 in Tlrkiye. The number of Syrians aged 18 or younger is 1,502,294.
Considering the start of the civil war in Syria and the length of time Syrians have been in Turkiye; it is possible
to estimate that the majority of them were born in Tirkiye. Therefore, we can assume that half of the Syrians in
Turkiye were born in Tlrkiye. For this community, Syria is largely a social memory. In their minds, Syria exists as
a discourse. Because they opened their eyes to the world in Tlrkiye. They grew up in Turkiye, studied in TUrkiye
and grew up in Tarkiye. Many of them have learned to speak Turkish and use Turkish in their daily lives. They
attend public schools and universities in Tirkiye. Their perception of their homeland (Syria) is probably no
more than what they have heard from their parents or mass media. Therefore, this group should not be lumped
together with all Syrians.
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In this study, we use the term Syrians from Trkiye to refer to a group of people who see themselves as both
Turkish and Syrian in terms of belonging and identity. We argue that just as Turkish people in Germany have
acquired the identity of being a Turkish person from Germany over the years, a similar situation should be
considered for Syrians from Tirkiye. At a time when more than 1.2 million people were born in Tlrkiye and are
shaping their future here, defining this population as Syrians from Tiirkiye is more than just a choice of words
and expresses a social need. This study explores the academic and social dimensions of a new identity for
Syrians in Tirkiye and offers a comprehensive conceptual framework for the future. It attempts to shed light on
this new concept, which goes beyond classical migration debates to discuss multi-layered identity perception
and cultural integration. In this research, data from the Ministry of Interior Directorate of Migration Management,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the findings of previous studies in the literature
and news reflected in the media, etc. are compiled to reach a conclusion.

The fact that a significant majority of the new generation of Syrians in Tlrkiye were born and raised in Tlrkiye
and perceive it as their “homeland”; that they have learned Turkish to the extent that they can use it in daily
life; that they are familiar with the social and cultural values in Tlrkiye and experience them at school, at work
and outside; that they have no hometown background in Syria; their spatial distribution in Turkiye; and their
intertwining with the host society through marriages, kinship, neighbourhood and friendship relations have
played an important role in the construction of an identity that combines both Syrian and Turkish aspects. In
particular, the marriages between Syrians and Turkish nationals and the children born from these marriages
represent the most concrete examples of this hybrid identity.

The concept of Syrians from Tirkiye is open to discussion in social, legal and academic dimensions. There is an
important need to move away from the perception of Syrians as a homogeneous community and to recognize
and try to understand the differences of hybrid identities within this mass. Future social policies need to be
constructed by grasping this multidimensional identity reality. Managing the social and cultural interactions
between Syrians and host society will be a critical step towards building a more inclusive social structure.
Moreover, the formation of a hybrid Syrians from Tirkiye identity is directly proportional to the length of Syrians’
stay in Turkiye. Especially as the new generation of Syrians continue to stay and live in Tlrkiye and this process
is prolonged, it is possible to predict that this hybrid identity will become more consolidated in the future.
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Giris

Yeni Bir Kavrama Dogru

Modern diinyanin ve belki de insanligin en karmasik sosyal dinamiklerinden biri olan gd¢, sadece fiziksel
hareketlilikle sinirli kalmayip, bireylerin ve toplumlarin kimliklerini, kilttrel yapilarini ve ekonomik dengelerini
de koklu bir sekilde etkileyebilen bir olgudur (Portes, 1995; Qureshi, 2024, ss.75-83; Vertovec, 2023). Toplumsal
hareketlilikler ve goc, bir taraftan etnik ve kilttrel cesitliligi artirip, “cok kaltarlalige” ve “birlikte yasama”ya
katki saglayabilecegi gibi, diger taraftan da “sosyal entegrasyon” sorunlarini, “kiltirel catismalarl” ve “sosyal
dislanmalar” da Ureterek sosyolojik donusimin gerceklesmesine katki saglayabilmektedir (Baydemir, 2023,
s.277). Bu acidan bakildiginda, gdcle gelenler bir taraftan ev sahibi toplumu etkilerken, diger taraftan kendileri
de ev sahibi toplumun dinamiklerinden etkilenir (Van Oudenhoven vd., 2006, ss. 637-651). Dolayisiyla, go¢
edenler veya gd¢ce maruz kalanlar hem etkileyen hem de etkilenen konumunda bulunurlar. Gé¢ edenlerin
etkilendigi en temel dinamiklerden biri ise kimlik meselesidir (Akhtar, 1995, ss. 1051-1084; 1999; Kurien, 2002).
GUnamuzde, toplumsal hareketlilikler, gog, kitlesel go¢ ve zorunlu go¢, melez kimliklerin olusumunu tetikleyen
basat faktorlerdendir.

Pekiyi, nedir melez kimlik? Oncelikle, melez kelimesinin etimolojik anlamina baktigimizda, TDK’nin (Tiirk Dil
Kurumu) elektronik sitesinde melez kelimesinin, “1. Degisik tirden hayvan veya bitkiden tremis (hayvan veya
bitki); kirik (1), kirma, azma, hibrit, metis. 2. Degisik irkta* ana babadan dogmus olan (kimse), 3. Katisik, karisik”
anlamlarina geldigi gorilmektedir. (TDK, 2024). Melez kavraminin Ingilizce karsiligi ise, “hybrid” ve “cross-
breed” olarak gecmektedir. Oxford S6zIi§u’ne gore, “cross-breed” kelimesi, “caprazlama (bir seyi) bir hayvan
veya bitkiyi farkh bir tirle ciftlestirmek; farkl bir tir hayvan veya bitkiyle ciftlestirmek” anlamlarina; hiybrid
kelimesi ise, “1. (bir hayvan veya bitkinin) farkli tir veya cesitlerde ebeveynlere sahip olmasi; 2. iki veya daha
fazla farkli seyin karistiriimasiyla elde edilen drin” anlamlarina gelmektedir (Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries,
20244a; 2024b). Kimlik ise, “bir varligin aynilik olarak tanimlanabilir ve taninabilir kilan ézellikleri ile aciklanir.
‘Kimlik’ herhangi bir bireyin ayirt edici 6zelligi olarak tanimlanan ya da belirli bir sosyal kategori veya grubun
tim ayeleri tarafindan paylasilabilir olmasidir” (Cadirkan, 2016, s.2614). Kimlik, belirli bir grubun ayniligina
isaret etmesi nedeniyle, diger gruplarla olan farkhliklari da 6n plana c¢ikarmaktadir. Dolayisiyla, benzerlik ve
farkliliklarin birlikte islev gordigu cift yonli bir algi meselesidir. Kimligin pek cok tird vardir: Etnik kimlik, dini
kimlik, kalttrel kimlik, biyolojik kimlik vs. Sosyolojik acidan ele alindiginda ise, “kimlik kavrami sadece bireysel
olana degil, toplumsal veya ulusal olana (hatta kiiresellesme sdylemlerinde dile getirildigi haliyle ulus 6tesi olana
da) atifta bulunan bir kavramdir” (Anik, 2012, s.22°den aktaran Cagirkan, 2016, 5.2618). Bu anlamda bakildiginda,

41rk’in bir gerceklikten 6te bir fikir olduguna dair bilimsel calismalara ragmen, insan gruplari arasindaki etno-kultarel farkliliklarin hala TDK
sOzIuginde “irk” olarak ifade edilmesinin vahim bir durum oldugunu belirtmekte yarar var.
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melez kimlik, iki veya daha fazla kimligin bir arada olma durumuna veya birden fazla kimlik dinamiklerinden
olusan yeni bir kimlige atif yapmaktadir.

Bilhassa son zamanlarda goc¢ literatiriinde, “Afrikali Amerikahlar”, “Amerikali Cinliler”, “Almanyali Turkler”,
“Asya Kokenli Avrupalilar”, “Tayvanh Cinliler” gibi kavramlari siklikla duyuyoruz (Brown, 2004). Bunun basat
sebebi, go¢ aracihigiyla melez kimliklerin insa edilmesidir. Bu calismada, toplumsal hareketlilikler baglaminda,
zorunlu kitlesel go¢ ve Suriyeliler Gzerinden, Tirkiye’de de bir melez kimligin insa edildigini ileri striiyoruz. Bu
kimligi ise, Turkiyeli Suriyeliler olarak adlandiryoruz.

Bilindigi Uzere, Suriye’de, 2011 yilinda baslayan i¢ savas® sebebiyle, milyonlarca insan tlke icinde zorunlu géce
maruz kalirken, milyonlarcasi da dlke disina gd¢ etmek zorunda kalmistir. Ulke disina go¢ etmek zorunda
kalan Suriyelilerin kahir ekseriyeti, yakin ve sinir komsusu olmasi, Tarkiye’nin “acik kapi politikasi” izlemesi
ve kendilerine sagladigi “insani yardim” gibi daha pek ¢ok sebeplerle Tirkiye’ye siginmislardir. Suriyelilere
“kapilarini acan” Turkiye, tim dinyada en fazla Suriyeliye “ev sahipligi” yapan tlke olmustur (UNHCR, 2024).
Savasin basladigi 2011 yilinda, yaklasik 150-200 Suriyeli zorunlu olarak Turkiye’ye go¢ etmisken, bu sayr 2012
yilinda 14.237°e yikselmistir. Daha sonraki yillarda Tirkiye’deki Suriyeli sayisi, bir taraftan Suriye’den gelen ve
devam eden zorunlu kitlesel gdclerle bir taraftan da Turkiye’de dogan Suriyelilerin de eklemlenmesiyle daha
da artmustir. Tlrkiye’deki Suriyeli sayisi 2015 yilinda 2.503.549 kisi, 2020 yilinda 3.641.370 kisi ve 2023 yilinda
3.214.780 kisi olarak kaydedilmistir. Goc idaresi Baskanli§i verilerine gore, Ocak 2025 tarihi itibariyle, Turkiye'de
toplam 2.920.119 Suriyeli yasamaktadir (Go¢ idaresi Baskanligi, 2025). Suriye’deki ic savasin neredeyse 14. yilini
geride birakirken, Tlrkiye’ye siginan Suriyelilerin énemli bir bélimu de uzun bir stredir Tirkiye'de yasamaktadir
(Grafik 1).

>Suriye ve benzeri tlkelerdeki cok sayidaki uluslararasi bolisim catismalarricin “ic savas” kavrami kullaniimakla birlikte, bunun iceriyle birlikte
onemli oranda dis etkenli oldugunu da belirtelim.
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Grafik 1
Turkiye'de Yillara Gore Gecici Koruma Kapsamina Alinan Suriyeliler
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Kaynak: Go¢ idaresi Baskanligi verilerinden hareketle yazarlar tarafindan olusturulmustur.

Goc Idaresi Baskanligi verilerine gore, Tirkiye’de her giin yiizlerce Suriyeli bebek dogmaktadir. Suriyelilerin en
az %50’sini cocuklar olusturmaktadir. Ocak 2025 tarihi itibariyle, Turkiye’de 14 yasindan kicik 1.276.543 Suriyeli
bebek ve cocuk bulunmaktadir. 18 yasinda veya 18 yasindan kiiciik olan Suriyeli sayisiise, 1.502.294°tir (Go¢ Idaresi
Baskanligi, 2025). Suriye i¢ savasinin baslamasi ve Suriyelilerin Turkiye’de bulunma slreleri dikkate alindiginda,
bunlarin cogunlugunun Tlrkiye’de dogdugunu tahmin etmek mimk(ndar. Dolayisiyla, Tarkiye’deki Suriyelilerin
yarisinin Tirkiye’de dogdugunu varsayabiliriz. Bu topluluk icin Suriye, blyuk 6lclide bir toplumsal hafizadan
ibarettir. Onlarin zihninde Suriye bir sdylem olarak yer almaktadir. Ctinkd, onlar Turkiye’de gézlerini dinyaya
acmislardir. Tarkiye'de yetismis, Tlrkiye’de okumus ve Tlrkiye’de bayumuslerdir. Pek codu, Tlrkce konusmayi
O6grenmis ve gindelik hayatinda Turkceyi kullanabilmektedir. Tlrkiye’de devlet okullarina ve (niversitelerine
gitmektedirler. Bu kitlenin memleket (Suriye) algisi, muhtemelen ebeveynlerden veya kitle iletisim aygitlarindan
duyduklarindan otesi degildir. Dolayisiyla, bu Kitleyi, bitiin Suriyelilerle bir degerlendirmemek gerekir.

6 G¢ idaresi Baskanligl, (2025). “Gecici Koruma”, http://www.goc.gov.tr; https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638
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Bugin, Tarkiye’nin tim illerinde Suriyeliler yasamaktadir. Dolayisiyla, Suriyeliler tim Tuarkiye'ye dagilmis
durumdadir. Ayrica, sadece Suriyeli anne ve babanin ¢ocuklarini degil, ayni sekilde Suriyeliler ile Tarkiyeliler
arasinda yapilan evlilikler yoluyla dogan cocuklarin da oldugunu belirtmemiz gerekir. Ozellikle, Sanlurfa gibi
kuma evliliklerin fazla oldugu illerde Suriyeliler ve ev sahibi toplum arasinda akrabalik iliskileri aracilidiyla bir
ic ice gecis s6z konusudur (Baydemir, 2024, ss.672-703; Kaya, 2018, s5.4709-4721). Ebeveynlerinden birisinin
Suriyeli birisinin de Tirkiyeli oldugu ve Turkiye’de dogan birinin sadece Suriyeli oldugunu séylemek mimkin
maduar? Tarkiyeli Suriyeli kavraminin kullanim ihtiyaci da iste tam da bu noktada ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Bu calismada, Tiirkiyeli Suriyeliler kavramini, kendini aidiyet ve kimlik acisindan hem Turkiyeli hem de Suriyeli
olarak goren kitleyi anlatmak icin kullaniyoruz. Almanya’daki Tarkiyeliler nasil ki yillar icinde Almanyali Tiirkiyeli
olma kimligini elde ettilerse, benzer bir durumun Tdrkiyeli Suriyeliler icin de disinilmesi gerektigini ileri
surtyoruz. 1,2 milyonu askin bir toplulugun, Tlrkiye’de dogmus ve burada bir gelecegini bicimlendirdigi bir
donemde, bu nifusu Tirkiyeli Suriyeliler seklinde tanimlamak, salt bir kelime seciminden daha fazlasidir ve
toplumsal bir ihtiyaci ifade etmektedir. Bu ¢alisma, Turkiye’deki Suriyelilerin yeni bir kimlik tanimi altinda ele
alinmasinin akademik ve sosyal boyutlarini irdelemekte ve gelecege yonelik kapsamli bir kavramsal cerceve
sunmaktadir. Klasik g6¢ tartismalarinin étesine gecerek, cok katmanli kimlik algisi ve kaltlrel entegrasyonu
tartismak Gzere ileri sirdigu bu yeni kavrama isik tutmaya calisilmaktadir. Bu arastirmada, icisleri Bakanhgi
GO¢ Idaresi Baskanligl, Birlesmis Milletler Multeciler Yiksek Komiserligi (UNHCR) verileri, literatirde daha énce
yapilmis calismalarin bulgulari ve medyaya yansiyan haberler vs. derlenerek bir sonuca ulasiimaya calisiimistir.

Literatiir Elestirisi
Turkiye’de Suriyeliler Gzerine yapiimis cok sayida akademik calisma bulunmaktadir. Suriyeliler Gzerine yapiimis

» LL 14

calismalar, “uyum”, “entegrasyon”,

L A1 »

sosyal dislanma”, “toplumsal kabul”, “toplumsal algilar” “hukuki stati”,
“gecici koruma rejimi”, “kultirel catisma”, “sosyoekonomik etkiler”, “glivenlik, su¢” vs. gibi cok cesitli konulara
yogunlasmistir. Ancak, Suriyelilerin kimlikleri ve kimlik insa strecleri konusu bayuk oranda g6z ardi edilmistir.
Turkiye’deki Suriyeli ¢ocuklar Gzerine yapiimis calismalarin kahir ekseriyeti ise, ¢ocuklarin egitimi konusuna
odaklanmislardir (Altintas, 2018, ss.469-499; Celik & icduygu, 2019, ss.253-267; Emin, 2019; Kardes & Akman,
2018, $5.1224-1237; Kirdar vd., 2023; Ozer vd., 2019, s5.76-110; Tamer, 2017, ss.119-152; Tunga, 2020, ss.317-333;
Uzun & BUtln, 2016, ss.72-83; Uyan-Semerci & Erdogan, 2018, ss.30-45; Yavuz & Mizrak, 2016, ss.175-199; Yildiz,
2019, ss.5-32). Bu calismalarda, Suriyeli cocuklarin, egitime erisimi, egitim ile ilgili karsilastiklari sorunlar bu
sorunlarin ¢6zimine yonelik 6neriler, editime uyum ve okula entegrasyon sorunlari, 6gretmenlerin sorunlari
ve cOzimlerle ilgili gorlsleri vs. gibi konulari ele almislardir. Bazi calismalar da Suriyeli cocuklarin dil 6grenme

becerilerini, Turkce 6grenmede karsilasilan sorunlari ve entegrasyonda dilin roli gibi konulari incelemislerdir
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(Morali, 2018, ss.1426-1449; Sarmini vd., 2020). Dahasl, Suriyeli ¢ocuklari, travma, depresyon ve sosyal destek,
zihinsel saglik basta olmak tzere cocuk sagligr baglaminda ele alan ¢alismalar da bulunmaktadir (Derince, 2019,
$5.57-70; Eruyar vd., 2020, ss.260-272), Oppedal vd., 2018, ss.46-59; Sahin vd., 2021, s5.260-272). Ote yandan
bu Suriyeli cocuk isciler, cocuk isciliginin sebepleri, cocuk iscilerin karsilastigi sorunlar, yoksulluk ve cocuk isciligi,
emegin somuriimesi, “kayip nesil” gibi baglamlarda da bazi arastirmislar yapiimistir (Aytac & Kiling, 2021,
$5.381-404; Bahadir & Ucku, 2016, ss.117-124; Dedeoglu vd., 2019, ss.2585-2610; Dayioglu vd., 2024, ss.1075-1113;
Harunogullari, 2016, s5.29-63; Lordogdlu & Aslan, 2018, ss. 715-732; Yalcin, 2016, $5.89-98).

Suriyeli genglere odaklanan ¢alismalar ise, cogunlukla yuksekdgrenim gdren Suriyelilere ele alan ¢alismalardan
olusmaktadir (Akkaya vd., 2018, s5.413-448; Dereli, 2022, $5.195-219; Ertong Attar & Klclksen, 2019, ss.1041-
1053; Gul & Kaylh, 2020, ss5.985-1007; Glingdr & Soysal, 2021, ss.1245-1264; Istif Inci vd., 2024, ss.1-16; Sahin,
2020, ss5.494-503). Bu calismalar konuyu, Suriyeli Universite dgrencilerinin yiksekdgrenime entegrasyonlari,
egitim boyunca yasadiklari sorunlar, sosyal dislanma ve 6tekilestirilme gibi baglamlarda ele almislardir. Cok az
calisma ise, diger onemli konulara odaklanmistir. Mesela, Coban (2018, ss.193-216), Suriyeli genglerin istanbul
isglict piyasasina katihm sorunlarina; Erciyes & Anati (2021, ss.41-54) ise, Turkiye’deki Suriyeli ergenlerin yasadigi
psikososyal sorunlara ve ailenin bu sorunlar tzerindeki roltinln ne olduguna odaklanmistir.

Bu calismayla kismen iliskili oldugunu soyleyebilecedimiz Coskunarda’nin 20 Ocak 2019 tarihli Hirriyet Gazetesi
ekinde yayimlanan “Artik Tlrkiyeli olan Suriyeli cocuklar anlatiyor” baslikli yazisi ve bu yazi Gizerine Ergin’in 31
Ocak 2019 tarihli Harriyet Gazetesi’nde yayimlanan “Kendini Turkiyeli géren Suriyeliler kusadi geliyor” baslikli
yazisi bulunmaktadir. Coskunarda yazisinda hem ¢ocuklarla hem uzmanlarla yaptigr malakatlara yer vermistir.
Erginise, bu milakatlarda dne ¢cikan bilgilerden hareketle ¢esitli yorumlarda bulunmustur. Ergin yazisinda, kendini
Turkiyeli olarak goren yeni kusak Suriyelilere dikkat cekmis, bu yeni kusada ydnelik Tirkiye’de ne tiir politikalarin
gelistirilmesi gerektiginin belirlenmesi ihtiyacina vurgu yapmistir. Ayrica, Karaca’nin “Suriyeli multeci genclerde
kimlik sorunu/karmasasi” (2017, ss.1-12) bashkli calismasi da bu konuyla ilgili yapiimis onemli bir calismadir.
Fakat, Karaca calismasinda, Tlrkiye’de dogan ve Tirkiye’de yetisen bireylere dedil, Suriye’den Tirkiye'ye go¢
etmis genclere odaklanmistir. Karaca, Tlrkiye’ye go¢ etmis Suriyeli gengler icin, Suriye ile Turkiye arasinda
kalmis belirsiz bir yasamin oldugunu; genclerin bir yandan kendi kaltarleriyle yasarken bir yandan da Turkiye’ye
“uyum” saglamaya calistigini; uyum saglamanin da her zaman bilincli ilerleyen bir stire¢ olmadigini belirtmistir.
Cunkd, birey, bulundugu ortamlarla ister istemez bir etkilesim icerisine girmektedir. Karaca, bireylerin zaman
icinde toplumla iliskilerinin arttigini ve bunun bir sonucu olarak da kendi kiltlrleri ile go¢ ettikleri toplumun
kaltarinG sentezleyerek yeni bir kimlik olusturduklarini; bu durumun ayni zamanda yeni bir kaltird de ortaya
cikardigini séylemistir (Karaca, 2017, s. 2). Goruldugu gibi, séz konusu edilen Suriyeli topluluguyla ilgili yapiimis
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cok sayida arastirma bulunmaktadir. Ancak bu calismalar, dogrudan Tlrkiye’de dogan veya yasaminin biyk bir
boluman( Turkiye’de geciren, Turkiyeli ve Suriyeli ebeveynlerin cocuklari olan bireylerin kendilerine 6zgl bir
kimlik gelistirme streclerine 1sik tutmamaktadir.

Bununla birlikte, Suriyeliler Gzerine yapiimis calismalarda Suriyeliler ekseriyetle, “g6¢cmen”, “siginmaci”,
“malteci”, “gecici koruma”, “vatandas”, “misafir” gibi cesitli bicimlerde tanimlanmislardir. Bazi ¢calismalarda ise,
dikkat edilmeden Suriyeliler icin bu tanimlamalarin birden fazlasi birlikte kullaniimistir. Elbette ki, Suriyelilerin
bu kavramlar baglaminda degerlendirilmesi baska c¢alismalarin konusudur (Ayhan izmirli, 2017, ss.43-66;
Baydemir vd., 2019, ss.35-42; Kaya & Yilmaz Eren, 2015; Lortoglu, 2017, ss.54-80). Fakat, bu calismanin ileri
surdQgu Tarkiyeli Suriyeliler kavrami, 6nerilen yeni bir kavramdir ve Suriyeliler séz konusu oldugunda literatiirde

»

kullanilan “gd¢cmen”, “siginmact”,

L]

multeci”, “misafir’, “vatandas” gibi kavramlardan tamamen farklidir. Bu
kavram, goc¢ araciligiyla melez kimliklerin insasini vurgulamaktadir.

Tiirkiyeli Suriyeliler: Melez Kimligin insasi ve Bunu Etkileyen Faktérler

Cesitlinedenlerden kaynakli go¢ ve zorunlu yer degistirme gibi toplumsal hareketlilikler, bireylerin ve topluluklarin
kimlik algilarinda dontsum yaratarak yeni kimliklerin ortaya cilkmasina zemin hazirlamaktadir. Peter Burke (2011,
s.2), Perry Anderson’un yasadigimiz donemin egilimini “genetik degdisim, melezlik ve potptriye évgller diizme
olarak tasvir” ettigine deginmektedir, ki kimlik zaten akiskan ve dinamik bir insa strecidir. 2011 yilinda baslayan
Suriye’deki i¢ savasi sonrasinda, Tirkiye’ye gelen milyonlarca Suriyeli i¢in bu durum hem bir zorunluluk halini
almistir hem de yeni bir kimlik insa surecini beraberinde getirmistir. Uzun bir zamandir Tlrkiye’de yasayan
Suriyelilerin, Tarkiye’deki sosyokultiirel dokuyla etkilesimi, yeni bir melez kimlik olan Tirkiyeli Suriyeli kimliginin
sekillenmesine etkili olmustur. Tdrkiyeli Suriyeliler kKimliginin insasinda, kimlik, aidiyet, sosyokultirel etkilesim,
mekansal dagilim, dil ve gelecek beklentileri gibi bir dizi etmen yer almaktadir. Ayni zamanda, toplumsal cinsiyet,
nesil farkliliklar ve kusaklar arasi iletisim gibi faktorler de melez kimlik olusumunda belirleyici unsurlardandir.
Asagidaki sekilde, Ttrkiyeli Suriyeli melez kimliginin olusumu ve bu olusumu etkileyen etmenlere dair bir cerceve
cizilmeye cahsiimistir (Sekil 1).
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Sekil 1
Tarkiyeli Suriyeli Kimligini Olusturan ve Bu Kimlidi Etkileyen Faktorler

AIDIYET KiMLIK iC ICE GECiS MEKANSAL DAGILIM ETKILESIM

TURKIYELI
SURIYELILER

SURIYELILER
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DiL KULTUR DOGUM YERI GELECEK KURMA DIGER

Ozellikle, birincil ve ikincil toplumsal alanlardaki cift yonlii etkilesimler, 6rnegin Turkiyeli ve Suriyeli topluluklar
arasindaki sosyal iliskiler, bu melez kimlik yapisinin belirgin 6zelliklerini ve catisma noktalarini ortaya koymaktadir.
Bilhassa, Tlrkiye’de dogan veya Turkiye’'ye geldiginde henlz cok klcuk olup Suriye’yi hatirlayamayan bireylerin
memleket gecmisinin olmamasi, Suriyeliler ve Turkiyeliler arasindaki evlilik ve akrabalik iliskileri aracilidiylai¢ ice
gecislerin olmasi ve fakli kimliklere sahip ebeveynlerin (Tlrkiyeli bir baba ve Suriyeli bir annenin olmasi gibi veya
tersi) dodan cocuklari, Tirkiyeli Suriyeli kimliginin ilk basamaklaridir. Suriyelilerin, Turkiyelileserek melez kimlik
insa etmelerinin ilk 6nemli faktorlerden birisi de Tlrkiye’deki mekansal dagilimlaridir. Suriyeliler, Thrkiye’nin yedi
cografi bolgesine 81 iline dagiimis durumdalar. Tdrkiyeli Suriyeli melez kimliginin insasini daha iyi anlamak icin
bu insa sirecini etkileyen faktorleri bilmemiz bu kimlidi daha iyi anlamamiza katki sunabilir.

Mekansal Dagilim

Kimlik olusumu surecinde bireylerin yasadiklari mekansal deneyimler, aidiyet hislerinin sekillenmesinde kritik
rol oynamaktadir. Suriyeliler icin Turkiye’nin farkli cografi bolgeleri, sosyal ve ekonomik firsatlar kadar ev
sahibi topluluklarla kurulan iliskiler acisindan da cesitlilik gdstermektedir. Bu cesitlilik, melez kimlik yapisinin
karmasikligini artirmakla birlikte, bireylerin kendi 6zglin kimlik algilarinin yeniden insa edilmesine de olanak
tanimaktadir.
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Bugun, Tlrkiye’nin tim illerinde sayica az veya ¢ok, Suriyeliler yasamaktadir ve ev sahibi toplumla bir sekilde
mekansal dagilimla birlikte bir i¢ ice gecis s6z konusudur. Go¢ Idaresi Baskanligi Ocak 2025 tarihli verilerine gére,
sayica en az Suriyelinin bulundudu il, 11 kisi ile Hakkari’dir. Bayburt’ta 28, Tunceli’de 40 Suriyeli yasamaktadir.
Turkiye’'de sayica en fazla Suriyelinin yasadidi il ise Istanbul’dur. Yarim milyondan fazla Suriyelinin yasadig
Istanbul’da, Suriyeliler il nifusunun %3,13’(inti olusturmaktadir. Suriyeliler, Kilis nifusunun %29,04’iin{i, Sanlurfa
nifusunun yaklasik %10’unu, Gaziantep nifusunun yaklasik %16’sini olusturmaktadir. Goruldigi gibi, Suriyelilerin
Turkiye’deki mekansal dagilimi dengeli degildir. Suriyelilerin giincel verilerle il il dagihmlari asadidaki tabloda
detayli bicimde verilmistir.

Tablo 1
Tirkiye’de [l Bazli Suriyeli Niifusunun Dagilimi ve Oranlari

TOPLAM iL NUFUSU iCiNDE

IL SIRASI ILLER SURIYELI NUFUSU IL NUFUSU TOPLAM NUFUS SURIYELILERIN ORANI
1 ADANA 211.760 2.270.298 2.482.058 %8,53
2 ADIYAMAN 20.679 604.978 625.657 %331
3 AFYONKARAHISAR 9.270 751.344 760.620 %1,22
4 AGRI 827 511.238 512.065 %0,16
5 AKSARAY 3.275 438.504 441.079 %0,74
6 AMASYA 1176 339.529 340.705 %0,35
7 ANKARA 85.640 5.803.482 5.889.124 %1,45
8 ANTALYA 6.661 2.696.249 2.702.910 %0,24
9 ARDAHAN 100 92,819 92.919 %0,11
10 ARTVIN 69 172.356 172.425 %0,04
Ll AYDIN 8.224 1.161.702 1.169.926 %0,70
12 BALIKESIR 4163 1.273.519 1.277.682 %0,33
13 BARTIN 274 207.238 207.512 %0,13
14 BATMAN 11.233 647.205 658.438 %1,71
15 BAYBURT 28 86.047 86.075 %0,03
16 BILECIK 900 228.058 228.958 %0,39
17 BINGOL 171 285.655 286.826 %0,41
18 BITLIS 1.027 359.747 360.774 %0,28
19 BOLU 3.528 324.789 328.317 %1,07
20 BURDUR 71.987 277.452 285.439 %2,80
21 BURSA 168.744 3.21457 3.383.315 %4,76
22 CANAKKALE 3.323 570.499 573.822 %4,99
23 CANKIRI 538 205.501 206.039 %0,58
24 CORUM 3.372 528.351 531.723 %0,26
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25 DENIZLI 13.101 1.059.082 1.072.183 %1,22
26 DIYARBAKIR 21.482 1.818.133 1.839.615 %1,17
27 DUZCE 1.303 409.856 411.168 %0,32
28 EDIRNE 524 419.913 420.437 %0,12
29 ELAZIG 10.791 604.411 615.202 %1,75
30 ERZINCAN 115 243.399 243.514 %0,05
31 ERZURUM 798 749.993 750.791 %0,11
32 ESKISEHIR 6.843 915.418 922.261 %0,74
33 GAZIANTEP 409.291 2.164.134 2.573.425 %15,90
34 GIRESUN 337 461.712 462.049 %0,07
35 GUMUSHANE 90 148.539 148.629 %0,06
36 HAKKARI n 287.625 287.636 %0,00
37 HATAY 219.721 1.544.640 1.764.361 %12,45
38 IGDIR 74 209.738 209.812 %0,04
39 ISPARTA 7.163 449.777 456.940 %1,57
40 ISTANBUL 506.086 15.655.924 16.162.010 %313
41 IZMIR 115.219 4.479.525 4.594.744 %2,51
42 KAHRAMANMARAS 82.802 1.116.618 1.199.420 %6,90
43 KARABUK 1153 255.242 256.395 %0,45
44 KARAMAN 812 263.960 264.772 %0,31
45 KARS 162 278.335 278.497 %0,06
46 KASTAMONU 1130 388.990 390.120 %0,29
47 KAYSERI 7.564 1.445.683 1.525.247 %5,22
48 KIRIKKALE 1.708 275.744 287.452 %0,59
49 KIRKLARELI 671 377.156 371.827 %0,18
50 KIRSEHIR 1.347 247179 248,526 %0,54
51 KiLIS 63.520 155.179 218.699 %29,04
52 KOCAELI 51404 2.102.907 2.154.311 %2,39
53 KONYA 118.869 2.320.241 2.439.110 %4,87
54 KUTAHYA 1.091 575.674 576.765 %0,19
55 MALATYA 27.3104 742.725 770.035 %3,55
56 MANISA 12.881 1.413.041 1.488.597 %0,87
57 MARDIN 46.373 888.874 935.247 %4,96
58 MERSIN 186.863 1.938.389 2.125.252 %8,79
59 MUGLA 10.288 1.066.737 1.077.024 %0,96
60 MUS 1.338 399.879 401.217 %0,33
61 NEVSEHIR 12.224 315.994 328.218 %3,72
62 NiGDE 5.333 377.080 382.383 %1,39
63 ORDU 843 775.800 776.643 %0,11
64 OSMANIYE 38.020 557.666 695.686 %6,38
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65 RIZE 1.248 350.506 351.754 %0,35
66 SAKARYA 15.076 1.098.15 113191 %1,35

67 SAMSUN 8.201 1.377.546 1.385.747 %0,59
68 SIIRT 3.231 347.412 350.643 %0,92
69 SINAP 204 229.716 229.920 %0,09
70 SIVAS 2.829 650.401 653.230 %0,43
7 SANLIURFA 244 876 2.213.964 2.458.840 %9,96
72 SIRNAK 1.923 570.745 572.668 %0,34
73 TEKIRDAG 11.665 1.167.059 1178.724 %0,99
74 TOKAT 1.354 606.934 608.288 %0,22
75 TRABZON 3.648 824.352 828.000 %0,44
76 TUNCELI 40 89.317 89.357 %0,04
77 USAK 2.2996 377.001 379.997 %0,79
78 VAN 1.309 1.127.612 1128.921 %0,12
79 YALOVA 3.518 304.780 308.298 %1,14

80 YOZGAT 4.792 420.699 425.491 %1,13

81 ZONGULDAK 607 591.492 592.099 %0,10

Kaynak: Goc idaresi Baskanhdi, (2025). “Gecici Koruma”, http://www.goc.gov.tr ; https://www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-
koruma5638

Yukaridaki tablo, Suriyelilerin Turkiyeli olma kimliklerinin insasini anlamak acisindan son derece dnemli bir veri
sunmaktadir. Suriyelilerin iller bazli yogunlugu ve buna dair sayilar ve oranlar dnemlidir. Fakat, bu illerin tek tek
sosyolojik yapisi da son derece dnem arz etmektedir. Ornegin, Sanliurfa’daki ve izmir’deki Suriyelilerin “uyum” ve
“entegrasyon” sorunlari ve kulttrel catisma durumlari ayni degildir. Cinka, her iki ildeki sosyolojik yapi farkhdir.
Agirlikli olarak muhafazakar bir il olarak gorilen Sanliurfa bir sinir sehridir. Suriye ile bazi noktalarda sosyal ve
kilttirel benzerliklere sahiptir. izmir ise, Suriye’ye cografi acidan uzak olmakla birlikte daha farkli sosyokiltiirel
farklihklar da mevcuttur. Mesela, Sanliurfa’da Kiirtce ve Arapca da konusuldugu icin Suriyeliler burada izmir'deki
gibi bir dil bariyeriyle karsilasmayabilirler. izmir, Sanliurfa ile kiyaslandiginda cok daha sekiiler bir toplumsal
yap! gorintist vermektedir. Dahasi, Sanliurfa’da kuma evliliklerin hala kabul gérmesi nedeniyle, Suriyelilerle
Sanlurfalilar arasinda ikincil evlilikler daha fazla yapilabilmektedir. Dolayisiyla, her iki ildeki Suriyelilerin
durumlari farkli olacaktir. Bu durum, diger bélge ve iller icin de gecerlidir. Bu da bize Tlrkiye’de yasayan tiim
Suriyelilerin ayni sekilde melez kimlik insa etme streclerinden gecemediklerini gdstermektedir.

Turkiye’de yasayan Suriyelilerin %78’i, 81ilin sadece 10’una dagiimis durumdalar. TUrkiye’de Suriyelilerin en fazla

(sayica) yasadigi il istanbul’dur. Halihazirda istanbul’da yarim milyondan fazla (506.086) Suriyeli yasamaktadir.
Bu sayl, Tirkiye'deki tim Suriyelilerin %17°sine tekabill etmektedir. Suriyeliler, istanbul il nifusunun %3,13’tni
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olusturmaktadir istanbul’u sirasiyla Gaziantep, Sanlurfa, Hatay, Adana, Mersin, Bursa, Konya, izmir Ankara illeri
izlemektedir. Suriyelilerin %22’si ise geri kalan 71ile dagilmis durumdalar. Asadidaki grafikte Suriyelilerin sayica
en fazla yasadigi ilk on il ve diger illere dagihmlari verilmistir.’

Grafik 2
Tirkiye’'de yasayan Suriyelilerin En Fazla Yasadidi itk On Il ve Diger lllere gére Dagilimlari

istanbul
17%

Gaziantep
14%

Sanhurfa
8%

Kaynak: Go¢ idaresi Baskanliginin verilerinden hareketle tarafimizca olusturulmustur.8

Tarkiyeli Suriyeli kimliginin olusumunun bir diger dnemli sebebi de Suriyelilerin Tarkiye’deki sadece belli bir sehre
veya bolgeye yogunlasmamis olmalari ve Tirkiye’nin timine yayilmis olmalaridir. Bu durum, Suriyelilerin farklr il
ve bolgelerdeki sosyolojik yapiyla karsilasmalarini ve bu karsilasma aracih§iyla kimlik insa strecine girmelerine
sebep olmaktadir. Asagidaki haritada, Suriyelilerin Tirkiye’deki illere dagihimi ve bu illerdeki yogunluklari
verilmistir. Bu harita, aslinda anlatmaya calistigimiz, Tirkiyeli Suriyeli Kimliginin de bir acidan cercevelenmis
fotografi gibidir (Harita 1).

7 Son iki yildir, Suriyelilerin sayisinda bir diistis gorilmektedir. Daha énceki yillarda Suriyelilerin sayisi ve oranlari daha fazlaydi ve bazi illerde
Suriyeliler il nifusunun énemli bir bdlimand olusturuyorlardi. Ornegin, Suriyeliler, Mart 2018 tarihinde Adana il nifusunun %8,57'i, Gaziantep il
nifusunun %18,48’i, Hatay il nifusunun %28,48’i, Kahramanmaras il niifusunun %8,87’si, Osmaniye il niifusunun %10,08’i, Mardin il niifusunun
%11,30’1, Sanhurfa il nifusunun %24,03’0, Kilis il ntfusunun %48,88’ini olusturuyorlardi. Tarkiye genel nifusunun da %4,38’ini olusturuyorlardi
(Gé¢ idaresi Baskanligl, 2018).

8 Bakiniz: Go¢ idaresi Baskanligi, (2025). “Gecici Koruma”, http:/www.goc.qov.tr ; https://www.goc.qov.tr/gecici-koruma5638 Erisim Tarihi:
05.12.2025
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Harita 1 _
Tirkiye'deki Suriyelilerin [llere Gére Dagilimlari

Total Number of Syrian Refugees in Turkiye: 3,092,365
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Kaynak: UNHCR, (2024). “UNHCR Turkiye: Provincial Breakdown Syrian Refugees in Turkiye - September 2024”
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/111466

Suriyelilerin Turkiye’deki il ve bolgelere mekansal dadilimi ve bu dadilim dzerinden Tirkiye toplumuyla
etkilesimler sadece ayni binada, sokakta, meydanda, okulda veya mahallede yasamak gibi fiziksel ve nicel bir
arada bulunmay! veya temas! ifade etmemektedir. Ayni sekilde, evlilikler, akrabalik-komsuluk-tanidik iliskileri
Uzerinden bir sosyal temasi ve kultiirel etkilesimi de ifade etmektedir.

i¢ ice Gegis ve Sosyal Etkilesimler

Suriyeliler, Turkiye toplumunun énemli bir parcasi haline gelmislerdir. Onceki sayfalarda da anlatildigi gibi,
Suriyeliler, sayisal yogunluk anlaminda Turkiyelilerle tam bir temas halindedirler. Ayrica, yapilmis arastirmalar,
Suriyeliler ve Turkiyeliler arasinda bir sosyal temasin ve arkadaslk, akrabalik, komsuluk ve tanidik iliskileri
Uzerinden bir i¢ ice gecisin oldugunu gdstermektedir (Baydemir, 2023; 2024, ss.672-703; Catak, 2020; Kaya,
2017). Iste, bu i¢ ice geis ve etkilesimler hem ev sahibi toplumu hem de gdcle gelenleri etkilemektedir. Zorunlu
kitlesel gociin ve insan hareketliliginin énemli bir sonucu da kimlik kazanimi siirecidir. i¢ ice gecis, etkilesim,
sosyal temas ve karsilasmalar Suriyelilerin Tarkiyeli Suriyeli kimligini insa etmesinde dnemli bir rol oynamaktadir.
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Suriyelilerin Turkiye’ye gd¢ etmeleriyle baslayan stirec, sadece yer degistirme ve sayisal olarak ic ice gecme olarak
dedil, ayni zamanda kilttrel, dilsel ve sosyal etkilesimlere dayali bir kimlik olusturma stirecine de yol agmistir.
Bu badlamda, i¢ ice gecisler ve etkilesimler hem bireysel hem de toplumsal dlizeyde kimlik doniasiminin itici
guct oldugu sdylenebilir. Suriyelilerin Tlrkiye’de yasarken, kendi kltarel kimliklerinden bir kesit ve Tlrkiye’deki
toplumsal, kiiltirel yapilar arasinda gidip gelerek sekillenen bir kimlik stireci yasamasi, Tdrkiyeli Suriyeli kKimlidinin
dogmasinda rol oynayan bir diger 6nemli faktordr.

Tarkiyeli Suriyeli melez kimliginin olusumunu tetikleyen 6nemi bir faktor olan ic ice gecisler ve etkilesimler,
Ozellikle iki toplulugun birbirine yakin ortamlarda bir arada yasamasiyla glclenmektedir. Suriyeliler ve
Turkiyeliler arasindaki etkilesim, geleneksel degerlerin, sosyal normlarin, glinlik yasam pratiklerinin ve dil
kullaniminin birbirine gectigi bir stirece dontsmustir. Bu etkilesim ve ic ice gecis, genellikle, evlilikler, akrabalik
ve komsuluk iliskileriyle birlikte (Kaya, 2017; Baydemir, 2024, ss.672-703), Suriyelilerin, Turkiye toplumu ile ortak
yasam alanlarinda daha fazla etkilesime girmeleriyle de sekillenmektedir. Ornegin, Tirkiyeli is arkadaslariyla
vakit gecirmek, Tirkce 6grenmek ya da sosyal iliskilere daha fazla dahil olmak gibi etkilesimler, iki kultarin bir
arada var olmasina zemin olusturmaktadir.

Bununla birlikte, kilttrel etkilesim dil ve toplumsal normlarin yani sira, kiltirel degerler ve geleneklerle de
ilgilidir. Turkiye ve Suriye arasindaki kiltlr, her ne kadar farkliliklar arz etse de ve bu pek cok yerde kiltirel
catismalara neden olsa da (Benek & Baydemir, 2019, s5.89-116) bircok benzerligi de icinde barindirmaktadir.
Ozellikle, ev ici kiiltar, aile yapilari, misafirperverlik, dini pratikler gibi unsurlar, Ttrkiyeliler ve Suriyeliler arasinda
“uyumlu” bir etkilesim zeminine isaret etmektedir. Bu baglamda, i¢ ice gecisler ve sosyal etkilesimler konusunda
ozellikle yeni nesil Suriyelilere ayrica dikkat cekmek de gerekir. Cunkd, yeni nesil Suriyeliler, bir taraftan
Turkiye’deki kaltire ait geleneklerle diger taraftan da kendi sahip oldugu Suriye’deki gelenekler arasindaki
farklarin icinde denge kurmak zorunda kalmaktadirlar. Bu durum, onlarin yasam tarzlarini sekillendiren énemli
bir etkene ddntsmektedir. Cocuklar, dil 6drenimi ve okullardaki sosyal yasantilar araciligiyla Tlrkiye’deki
kultlre daha yakin hale gelirken, evde veya kendi Suriyeli topluluklarinda kendi kiltiirel degerleri ve pratiklerini
yasatabilmektedirler. Bu da ¢ocuklar icin her iki kUltir arasinda gidip gelmeyi ve nihayetinde karma bir kimlik
olusturmay! kolaylastirmaktadir.
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Tiirkiye’de Dogma-Biiyiime ve Gelecek Kurma Hayali

Tarkiyeli Suriyeli kimligi, Suriyelilerin Turkiye’de dogma, blylime ve burada bir gelecek kurma hayalleriyle de
onemli dlcide sekillenmektedir. Go¢ idaresi Baskanligi verilerine gore (Tablo 2), Tirkiye’de her gin yizlerce
Suriyeli bebek dogmaktadir. Ocak 2025 tarihi itibariyle, Tlrkiye’de yasayan 2.920.129 Suriyelinin, 440.903°0n0
0-4 yas arasindaki bebekler olusturmaktadir. 497.067 Suriyeli, 5-9 yas grubunda; 338.573 Suriyeli de 10-14 yas
grubunda yer almaktadir. 1.276.543 Suriyeli, 14 yasindan kuctk, Suriyeli bebek ve ¢ocuklardan olusmaktadir.
Suriye’de i¢ savasin baslamasi ve Suriyelilerin Tlrkiye’de bulunma slreleri dikkate alindiginda, bunlarin ezici
cogunlugunun Tlrkiye’de dogdugunu tahmin etmek mimkUnddr. Bu sayiya, 15-18 yas grubundaki 225.751 ile
19-24 yas grubundaki 307.372 Suriyeli genci de dahil ettigimizde toplam Suriyeli bebek, cocuk ve genc sayisi
1.809.666°dir. 18 yasinda olan veya 18 yasindan klclk olan Suriyeli sayisi ise, 1.502.294°t(ir. Bu da Tlrkiye’deki
Suriyelilerin %60,92’sinin bebek, cocuk ve genclerden olustugunu gdstermektedir (Goc idaresi Baskanligi,
2025). Ayrica, 2018 yilinda Gaziantep’te Suriyeliler Gzerine yapilan bir ¢calismada, Tirkiye’de dogan ¢ocugu olan
aile oranin %47,4 oldugu bulgulanmistir (Gultekin vd., 2019, s.12).

Tablo 2
Tirkiye'de Gecici Koruma Kapsamindaki Suriyelilerin Yas ve Cinsiyet Dagilimlari
YAS ERKEK KADIN TOPLAM
0-4 227.639 213.264 440.903
5-9 255.653 241.414 497.067
10-14 173.540 165.033 338.573
15-18 116.538 109.213 225.751
19-24 157.871 149.501 307.372
25-29 148.718 132.573 281.291
30-34 112.790 97.349 210.139
35-39 97.339 82.793 180.132
40-44 68.949 63.498 132.447
45-49 45523 47763 93.286
50-54 34.293 37.482 71.775
55-59 27.219 29.147 56.366
60-64 17.822 19.579 37.401
65-69 11.071 12.496 23.567
70-74 5.968 7.075 13.043
75-79 2.686 3.496 6.182
80-84 1136 1.766 2.902
85-89 467 781 1.248
90 ve st 241 433 674
TOPLAM 1505.463 1.414.656 2.920.119

Kaynak: Goc idaresi Baskanligl, (2025). “Gecici Koruma”, http://www.goc.gov.tr ; https:/www.goc.gov.tr/gecici-koruma5638
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Coskunarda’nin cocuklarla yaptigi goériismeleri kaleme aldidi Hirriyet Gazetesi’'ndeki yazisinda, 7 yasindaki bir
cocuk, “Turkiye’de dogdum. Suriye’ye hi¢ gitmedim. Annemle babam “Belki bir gtin déneriz” diyor. Annem ¢ok
donmek istiyor, burada mutlu olmadigini séyliyor. Ben burada mutluyum. (...) Blyuk cocuklar benimle Suriyeli
diye dalga geciyorlar ama ben Suriye’yi hi¢ bilmiyorum” (Coskunarda, 2019) demistir. Tlrkiye’de dogan ve
Turkiye’de blylyen Suriyeliler, Glkede is kurma, egitim alma, topluma entegre olma ve uzun vadeli gelecek
planlari yapma konusunda 6nemli bir motivasyon kaynagina sahiptir. Suriyeli yeni nesil bireylerin, Turkiye’de
gelecek kurma hayali hem Turkiyeli hem de Suriyeli kimliklerinin birlesmesine ve giderek gucll bir Tirkiyeli
Suriyeli kimliginin sekillenmesine olanak tanimaktadir.

Yeni Nesil Suriyelilerde Memleket (Suriye) Ge¢misinin Olmamasi
Turkiye’de dogan ya da uzun yillar boyunca Tlrkiye’de yasayan Suriyeliler, cogunlukla hem toplumda hem de

» LI AT

goc literatlriinde “g6cmen”, “siginmaci”,

1]

multeci”, “misafir” ve “gecici koruma” gibi kavramlarla ilistirilmis
sekilde, “Suriyeli” olarak tanimlanmaktadirlar. Fakat, “memleket” veya “dogdugu yer” olarak Suriye’yi dedgil,
Turkiye'yi isaret eden, Tlrkiyeliligine vurgu yapan ve Turkiye'ye aidiyet hissi besleyen bir kitleyle karsilasmaya
basladik. Turkiye’de dogan ya da burada buylyen Suriyeliler icin “memleket” olgusu, onlar icin, kdkenleri ile
simdi yasadiklarl yer arasinda daha karmasik bir hal alabilmektedir. Buradaki sosyal cevreleri, egitimleri ve
gunlik yasamlari Turkiye ile daha derin bir bag kurmalarina yol acabilmektedir. Ancak, buna ragmen, kdken (ilke
olan Suriye’ye dair bir aidiyet hissi de bir siire devam edebilir, bu da yeni nesil Suriyeliler arasinda bazen hem
kiltirel hem de duygusal bir ikilem yaratacaktir.’ Bununla birlikte, ebeveynlerinin bu yeni kusadi Suriyelilige
dahil etmesi ile birlikte, yasadiklari sehirlerdeki ev sahibi halkin da onlari dislamasi da ikinci bir ikileme isaret
etmektedir.

Bu baglamda, Tirkiye’de dogan ve blylyen Suriyeliler icin “memleket” kavrami ¢ok daha ndanslidir; zamanla
Turkiye’deki kaltlrle dzdeslesebilir, ancak unutulmamalidir ki yine de onlarin toplumda genellikle “Suriyeli”
olarak tanimlandigi bir gerceklik séz konusudur. Bu da onlar icin, glnlik hayatta cesitli toplumsal ve psikolojik
zorluklari beraberinde getirebilmektedir.

% Bunun vyani sira, Turkiye’de dogup buyiyen Suriyeliler, toplumda yasadiklari entegrasyon stirecinde sadece Kiilttirel anlamda degil, dil, din,
sosyal normlar gibi baska boyutlarda da iki diinyanin arasinda kalmaktadirlar. Memleketle ilgili bu belirsiz bag, zihinlerinde yeni bir kimlik
arayisina veya koken Ulkelerine dénmeyi disleyip diislememek gibi sorulara neden olabilmektedir. Yani, “memleket” meselesi, onlar icin,
yalnizca belli bir cografyanin étesinde, kimliksel bir durum ve kimlik krizi olarak da karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
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Yeni nesil Suriyelilerin en temel 6zelliklerinden biri ise, “memleket-Suriye” gecmislerinin olmamasidir.® Bu
durum onlara, kendilerini “Tlrkiyeli” olarak gérmelerinin yolunu acmaktadir. Coskunarda’in yaptigr milakatta, 11
yasindaki Muhammed ve 8 yasindaki Meryem’in sdyledikleri, tam da bu durumu aciklar niteliktedir (Coskunarda,
2019):

“Ben ¢ yasindayken gelmisiz, Suriye’yi hi¢ hatirlamiyorum. Annem “Artik ddnmeyecegiz” dedi ama orasi neresi
ben bilmiyorum. Bir tek bu sokagi biliyorum. Gecen sene okula gidiyordum ama 6gretmenim vuruyor diye
biraktim. Baska cocuklar benimle kavga ediyor, 6gretmen hep bana kiziyor. Tirk ¢ocuklara daha iyi davraniyor
ama ben de burada yasiyorum, ben de Tlrk¢e konusuyorum. Burada cok mutluyuz, geri donmeyecegiz.”
(Muhammed, 11 yasinda, erkek).

“Abim ve iki kiz kardesim var. Bes yil 6nce geldik. Neresinden geldigimizi hatirlamiyorum ama ates seslerini
hatirliyorum. Okula gidiyorum, en yakin arkadasimin adi Yagmur, onu cok seviyorum. Diger arkadaslarim hep
Suriyeli. Annem Suriye’deki eski evimizin cok biyik ve giizel oldugunu anlatiyor, buradaki evimiz cok kicUk. (...)
?” (Meryem, 8 yasinda, kadin).

Goruldugu gibi, “Suriyeli” olarak tanimlanan bu ¢ocuklar aslinda, Suriye’yi ya hic bilmemekte/hatirlamamakta ya
cok az hatirlamaktadir. Kendileri icin Suriye sadece bir anlatidir ve gé¢ sonrasi olusmus toplumsal hafizanin bir
yansimasidir. Suriye onlar icin sadece bir sdylem olarak vardir. Burada Muhammed ve Meryem sadece birer 6rnek
teskil etmektedir. Onlar gibi ylzbinlerce cocuk ve genc var. Turkiye’de dogmus, Tirkiye’de blyumds, Suriye’yi
hic bilmeyen, Tarkiye'ye geldiginde ¢ok kiicik yasta oldugu icin Suriyeli hatirlayamayan veya az hatirlayan,
cogunlukla Turkceyi 6grenen ve bunu gindelik hayatinda kullanabilen bu yeni nesil kitlenin sadece Suriyeli bir
anne veya babanin cocugu olarak dogmalari onlar1 “Suriyeli” olarak tanimlamaya yeterli midir? Ek olarak, daha
sonra da deginilecedi Gzere, iki topluluk arasinda yapilan evliliklerden dogan cocuklar da bulunmaktadir. Bu yeni
nesil kitle ise, anne ve babasindan kendisine aktarilan kimliklerin birlesimi olarak Tdrkiyeli Suriyeliler kimliginin
en somut orneklerini olusturmaktadirlar.

Kimlik ve Aidiyet Duygusu
Kimlik, bireyin kim oldugunu tanimlama ve kendini sosyal bir kategori icinde tanima slreci olarak hem bireysel
hem de toplumsal boyutlara atif yapmaktadir. Bu stirec, bireyin kllturel, dilsel, cografi ve tarihsel referanslarindan

10 Bilhassa yeni nesil Suriyeliler (veya Tirkiyeli Suriyeliler) icin, memleket backgroundunun olmamasina ragmen, Suriye’nin kendi zihinlerinde
sadece bir hafiza olarak yer edinmesi, toplumsal hareketliliklerin ve uluslararasi go¢tin, go¢ eden bireylerin zihinlerinde toplumsal hafizayi nasil
insa ettidini gostermesi acisindan 6nem arz etmektedir. Ebeveynlerinden, akrabalarindan, bilyiklerinden veya cevrelerinden Suriye’ve dair
edindikleri bilgiler araciligiyla kendi zihinlerinde Suriye hafizasini olusturmalari goc¢ ile toplumsal hafiza arasindaki gucli iliskinin oldugunu
gostermektedir. Bu kapsamda, g6¢ badlaminda toplumsal hafiza icin bakiniz: (Bozdogdan, 2023).

20



[JHM, 2025; 5(1): 1-28 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

etkilenerek sekillenmektedir. Aidiyet ise, bireyin bir gruba, topluma ya da yere duydugu “baglilik” ve “kabul
edilme” hissidir. Kimlik ve aidiyet arasindaki bu organik iliski, go¢, zorunlu yer degistirme ve kilturel etkilesim
gibi sureclerle daha karmasik hale gelebilmektedir. Dil ve kiltlr, aidiyet hissinin en gucli belirleyicilerinden
biridir. Suriyelilerin Turkceyi 6dgrenmesi ve gindelik yasamda kullanma yogunlugu, topluma entegrasyon
dizeylerini elbette ki artirmistir. Ancak, ayni zamanda, ana dil ve kiltirel gelenekleri koruma istegi, bireylerin
kaltarel miraslarina duyduklari bagliligi gdstermektedir. Bu durum, cifte aidiyet hissini gliclendiren celiskili ama
donusumsel bir dinamik yaratmistir.

Yine, Coskunarda’in yapti§gr milakatta roportaj veren, “sdylemezsem, kimse Suriyeli oldugumu anlamiyor”
diyen Muhammed ile “burada buyidim. Soranlara Tlrk oldugumu séyliyorum” diyen Zehra’nin dile getirdikleri
asagidaki cimleler, bu konuyu daha iyi anlamamizi saglamaktadir (Coskunarda, 2019):

“Sekiz sene 6nce Halep’ten geldik. Halep glizeldi; bizim kapinin énine (¢ bomba atilana kadar. Bacagimdan
yaralandim, ameliyat oldum, simdi iyiyim. Babam fel¢ gecirdi. Balat’ta biyudim ben. Halep’teki evimin ¢atisi ve
penceresi kalmadi, artik oraya donemeyiz. Ge¢ basladigim icin altinci sinifa gidiyorum, Tlrk arkadaslarim da var.
Zaten artik kendimi Tirk gibi hissediyorum. Soylemezsem kimse Suriyeli oldugumu anlamiyor.” (Muhammed, 16
yasinda, erkek).

“Bes erkek, bir de kiz kardesim var. Ben bes yasindayken Tlrkiye’ye geldik ama cok hatirlamiyorum, annemin
anlattiklarindan biliyorum. Annem hep anlatiyor Suriye’yi. Ailem de geri dénmeyi diisinmayor ama bir gtin hadi
donayoruz deseler, ben gitmek istemem. Burada biyudim ve cok alistim Tlrkiye’ye. Bir sird arkadasim oldu.
Kendimi buraya ait hissediyorum, burayi ¢cok seviyorum, sorana Turk oldugumu séyliyorum.” (Zehra, 13 yasinda,
kadin).

Dil ve Kiiltiir

KlltUrlerarasi etkilesim, dil ve sosyal normlar, Tdrkiyeli Suriyeli kimligin sekillenmesindeki diger énemli faktorler
arasinda yer almaktadir. Trkiye’de blyuyen veya burada uzun sire kalan Suriyeliler, hem kendi gecmislerinden
gelen kilttrel 6geleri hem de Tlrkiye’deki kiltirel degerleri birlesik bir kimlik icinde icsellestirirler. Dil ve kiltdr,
bu melez kimligin olusmasinda temel belirleyici unsurlardandir. Pek ¢ok calisma, Suriyelilerin, evde, is yerinde,
okulda ve giindelik hayatta Tiirkce konusmayi 6grendigini gostermektedir. Ornegin, Baydemir’in Sanliurfa’da 2020
yilinda yaptidi alan calismasinda, Suriyeli katilimcilarin %10’unun Tarkceyi 6§rendidi ve bunu gindelik hayatta
kullanabilecek duzeye geldigi sonucuna ulasmistir (Baydemir, 2023, s. 85). Baydemir’in ulastigi bu bulguya,
Suriyeli cocuklarin dahil olmadigini belirtmemiz gerekir. Clnk(, Baydemir, calismasi kapsaminda sadece 18 yas
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ve Ustlindeki Suriyelilerle gorusmustar. Baydemir’in saptadigi bu oran yetiskin ve yash Suriyeliler icin gecerlidir.
Bu oranin Suriyeli ¢cocuklarda cok daha yiksek oldugunu tahmin edebiliriz. Bununla birlikte, Gaziantep’teki
Suriyeliler Gzerine 2018 yilinda yapilmis bir alan ¢alismasinin ortaya koydugu bulgular da yine oldukca ¢arpicidir.
Calisma, Suriyelilerde, annelerin %57inin, babalarin %59’unun, cocuklarin da %68,4’lUnln Tirkceyi 6yle veya
boyle bir sekilde kullanabildigini (buna, biraz bilir, iyi bilir, cok iyi bilir dahildir) ortaya ¢cikarmistir (Glltekin vd.,
2019, s. 46). Yeni nesil basta olmak tzere, Suriyeliler bir taraftan okulda veya sosyal hayatta Turkceyi 6§renip
bunu gindelik hayatlarinda kullanirken, diger taraftan da kendi anadilleri olan Arapca ve Kirtceyi de yine evde
ve glndelik hayatta kullanabilmektedir. Suriyeli cocuk ve genclerdeki bu cift dillilikleri ve Tlrkiye’de kiltarlenme
durumlari, onlara Tirkiyeli Suriyeli olma melez kimligini kazanmanin yolunu acmaktadir.

Ev Sahibi Toplulukla Evlilikler ve Bu Evliliklerden Dogan Cocuklar

Suriyelilerin Tlrkiye’ye zorunlu gé¢tinn ardindan, toplumsal i i¢e gecis stirecinde yasanan 6nemli dinamiklerden
biri de evlilikler olmustur. Bu evlilikler hem bireylerin kisisel kimliklerini donustiren hem de daha genis toplumsal
yaplyi etkileyen bir stirectir. Evlilikler aracihgiyla ortaya ¢ikan melez kimlik, bireylerin Tiirkiyeli Suriyeli kimliklerini
insa etmelerinde dnemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Dolayisiyla, bu melez kimliginin olusumunda, ev sahibi toplumla
yapilan evlilikler ve bu evliliklerden dogan cocuklar dnemli bir yer tutmaktadir.

Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler baslikli raporun bulgularina gére, Tlrkiye’de evlenen Suriyelilerin, %20,4°0 kadin, %4°(
de erkekler olmak tzere, Suriyelilerin %24,4’tnin evlendidi kisi Trkiyelidir." Bu da Tirkiye’de evlenen her dort
Suriyeliden birisinin Turkiyeli birisiyle evlendigini gdstermektedir (Glltekin vd., 2019, s. 51). Yine, Baydemir’in
Sanliurfa’da 2020 yilinda yaptigr alan calismasinin sonuclarina gére, Sanliurfa’daki Suriyelilerin %47°sinin
ailesinden herhangi birisi Tlrkiye’de evlenmistir. Baydemir’in yaptidi calismanin bulgularina gére, gd¢ sonrasi
ailelerinden herhangi birinin evlendigini belirten Suriyeli katihmcilarin %80°i “Suriyeli” ve %20’si de “Sanlurfall”
birisiyle evlenmislerdir (Baydemir, 2023, s. 115). Bu veriler, Suriyelilerin evlilikler araciligiyla Turkiyelilerle i¢ ice
gectigini gostermek agisindan énemlidir.

Bes yil dnce ailesiyle birlikte Halep’ten geldiklerini ve besinci sinifa gittigini séyleyen Nesrin ismindeki 13
yasindaki cocuk, Coskunarda’ya verdigi réportajda, “Annem burada bir Tlrk’le evlendi, babam Tirk oldugu icin
ben de Turkim” demistir. Birinci sinifa giden yedi yasindaki Sabriye ise, “Suriye’yi hic gérmedim. Benim anne-
baba Suriyeli, ben Turkiyeliyim” demistir (Coskunarda, 2019). Dolayisiyla, her iki topluluk arasindaki evlilikler
araciligiyla ic ice gecisler ve bunun yarattigi sonuclar Tarkiyeli Suriyeli kimliginin insasini kolaylastiran bir etmen

olarak karsimiza citkmaktadir.

' Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler baslikli raporda, Tirkiye’de evlenen Suriyelilerin %56,9’unun kadin, %43,inin ise erkek oldudu belirtilmistir.
Raporda, bu durumun en biyik nedeni olarak “ataerkil toplumlarda kadinlarin yasam stratejisinde bir ara¢ olarak goriilmesi” seklinde
aciklanmistir (Gultekin vd., 2019, s. 51).
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Sonug ve Oneriler

2011 yilindan itibaren Suriye’de baslayan i¢ savasin ardindan milyonlarca Suriyelinin Tlrkiye’ye zorunlu olarak go¢
etmesi hem Suriyelilerin hem de ev sahibi toplumun sosyoekonomik, kiltirel ve kimlik boyutlarinda kapsami bir
dondstiime yol acmistir. Bu dondstimlerin bir sonucu olarak ortaya ¢ikan melez kimlik ne tamamen Turkiyeli ne
tamamen Suriyeli olan, ancak bu iki kimligin kiltirel ve sosyal unsurlarindan ézellikler barindiran yeni bir aidiyet
biciminin ortaya ¢ikmasina sebep olmustur.

Bilhassa, yeni nesil Suriyelilerin dénemli bir cogunlugunun Tlrkiye’de dogmasi ve Turkiye’de biylyerek burayi
“memleket” olarak algilamalari; Trkceyi glindelik hayatta kullanabilecek dizeyde ¢grenmeleri; Tirkiye’deki
sosyal ve kiltirel degerleri yakindan tanimalari ve bunu okulda, is yerinde, disarda yasamasi; Suriye’ye dair
memleket ge¢mislerinin olmamasi; Trkiye’deki mekansal dagilimlari; evlilikler, akrabalik, komsuluk, arkadaslk
iliskileri araciligiyla ev sahibi toplumla ic ice gecisler hem Suriyeli hem de Tirkiyeli yanlarini birlestiren bir
kimlik insa etmelerinde dnemli bir rol oynamistir. Ozellikle, Suriyeliler ile Tiirkiyeli olan kisilerin evlilikleri ve bu
evliliklerden dogan cocuklar, bu melez kimligin en somut érneklerini temsilleri etmektedirler.

Tarkiyeli Suriyeliler kavrami, “Suriyeli” kimligine ek olarak, Tirkiye’ye bagl cografi, kilttrel ve toplumsal
kosullari cadristiran bir anlam tasimaktadir. Bu terim, Tlrkiye’de yasayan ve burada dogmus olan bireylerin
kendilerini hem Suriye hem de Tlrkiye ile iliskili hisseden kimligini betimlemektedir. Bu yeni kimligin Tarkiyeli
insan/gruplarin kimlik algisindan 6nemli oranda farkl oldugunu belirtmek gerekir: Disaridan bakildiginda bir
Tarkluk veya Tarkiyelilik olarak adlandirilan bir kimlikten soz edilebilmekle birlikte, iceride bdyle bir homojenlik
algisindan cok coklu kimlik/kimlik algilari mevcuttur. Oysa, bu calismada ifade edilmeye calisilan Tirkiyeli
Suriyeliler icin diger coklu kimliklerin 6tesinde Tirkiyelilik 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Bu melez kimlik hem akademik
tartismalar hem de sosyal politikalarda yeni bir bakis acisi sunmaktadir. Bu yeni nesil toplulugun Tirkiyeli
Suriyeliler seklinde tanimlanmasi toplumsal ve akademik acidan yeni bir anlayisi da beraberinde getirmektedir.
Bu kavram, Tlrkiye’deki Suriyelilerin kimlik ve aidiyet algilarini derinden etkilerken, ayni zamanda “entegrasyon
politikalar’” ve “sosyal uyum stratejileri” icin de yeni bir temel olusturmaktadir. Sosyal hayatin her alaninda;
egitim, is yasami ve kiltlrel etkilesim gibi konular ve bunlara yonelik uygulanacak politikalar, bu yeni kimlik
baglaminda dustnilmeli ve degerlendirilmelidir.

Tirkiyeli Suriyeliler kavrami, toplumsal, hukuki ve akademik boyutlarda tartisiimaya aciktir. Suriyelilerin homojen
bir topluluk olarak algilanmasindan uzaklasiimasi ve bu kitle icinde melez kimliklere dair farkliliklarin tanimak
ve bu farkliliklari anlamaya ¢alismak (Ozmen, 2017, ss.156-166) 6nemli bir ihtiyaci ifade etmektedir. Gelecege
dair toplum politikalarinin bu ¢ok boyutlu kimlik gercekligini kavrayarak insa edilmesi gerekmektedir. Suriyeliler
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ve Tlrkiye toplumu arasindaki sosyal ve kalturel etkilesimlerin yonetilmesi, daha kapsayici bir toplumsal yap!
olusturma yolunda kritik bir adim olacaktir. Ayrica, Tdrkiyeli Suriyeli melez kimliginin olusumu, Suriyelilerin
Turkiye’de kalma sirelerinin uzamasiyla da dogru orantilidir. Ozellikle yeni nesil Suriyeliler Turkiye’de kalmaya
ve yasamaya devam ettikce ve bu slrec uzadikca, gelecekte bu melez kimligin daha pekisecedi 6ngdrisinde
bulunmak mumkindr. Suriye’de 8 Aralik 2024 tarihinde rejimin dismesi sonrasi, Turkiye’deki Suriyelilerin ve
Tirkiyeli Suriyelilerin durumunun ne olacagina basta siyaset ve medya olmak (zere toplumun cesitli kesimlerinde
yeni tartismalar da baslamustir. Suriyeliler tlkelerine geri donecekler mi? Ne zaman dénecekler? Suriyelilerin ne
kadari Ulkelerine geri dénmeyi istiyor? Ne kadari geri donmek istemiyor ve neden? Hem Ulkelerine geri gidecek
olan Suriyeliler hem de Turkiye’de kalmak isteyenler, bilhassa melez kimlikli yeni nesil Tirkiyeli Suriyeliler icin ne
tdr politikalar uygulanacak, nelerin yapiimasi gerekmektedir? Asil 6nemli olan konulardan birisi de bu sorulara
cevap bulma arayisimiz olmalidir.

Bununla birlikte, Suriyeliler, Tlrkiye’de kalmaya devam etmeleri durumunda Tdrkiyeli Suriyeli olma durumu
da elbette ki devam edecektir. Fakat, kendi tlkelerine donmeleri durumunda da bunlarin dnemli bir bolimu
sadece bir Suriyeli olarak degil, Tdrkiyeli Suriyeli olarak geri donms olacaktir. Bu durumda, Suriye, kendileri
icin aslinda “yabanci bir yer” olmus olacaktir. Daha 6nce ebeveynleri kendi topraklarindan koparilirken, simdi
de kendileri dogduklari “yabanci” bir memleketin (pek cok Suriyeliye gore asil memleketlerinin) topraklarindan
koparak gitmis olacaklar. Dolayisiyla, Suriye’ye gitmeleri durumunda, Suriye onlar icin yeni bir yer olmus olacak.
Memleket-Suriye backgroundu olmayan bu yeni nesil Suriyeliler icin, “Suriye” bir sdylemden ve heyuladan
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Arastirma Makalesi

Almanya'ya Gé¢ Eden Uc Nesil Tiirk Go¢menlerin
Dini Algilarindaki Degisimler: Miinih Ornegi’

Hasan Sen?, Vedat Martin ince?

0z

1961 yilinda Tirkiye ile Bati Almanya arasinda imzalanan gd¢ anlasmasiyla birlikte Turkiye’den Bati Almanya’ya
cok sayida insan goc¢ etmistir. 1961 yilindan itibaren gd¢ edenlerin sayisi iki bucuk milyonu gecmistir. Bu sayi
Uc¢ kusaga karsilik gelmektedir. Gicmenler hem goc¢ ettikleri yeri etkilemis hem de goc ettikleri yerden sosyo-
ekonomik, siyasi ve kiltirel olarak etkilenmislerdir. Fakat (¢ kusak bu slrecten farkl sekilde etkilenmistir. Soyle
ki, ¢ kusak arasinda goce bakis acisi, Alman kaltirine yaklasim, Tlrkiye’ye don(s, kiltirel entegrasyon ve dini
davranis agisindan pek ¢ok farklilik olmustur. Bu calismada Almanya’ya go¢ eden Tarklerin dini uygulamalari
acisindan U¢ kusak arasindaki farkliliklar analiz edilmeye calisilacaktir. Ozellikle tic kusak Tark’tin dini algilari, dinin
kimlikleri Gzerindeki etkileri, dinin glnlik yasam davranislari Gzerindeki etkileri ve sekiilerlesme konusundaki
gorusleri ele alinacaktir. Din ve Kimlik, Melez Kultir ve Sekilerlesmis Yasam bu calismanin ana temalaridir.
Bu calismada nicel ydntem kullaniimistir. 2020-2021 yillar arasinda katilimcilara kapali ve acik uclu sorulardan
olusan bir anket uygulanmuistir. Arastirma alani Almanya’dir. Arastirmanin evreni Bavyera’nin baskenti Minih’tir.
Arastirmada basit tesad(fi 6rnekleme teknigi kullaniimistir. Birinci ve Gclincl kusaktan toplam 316 kisi ile yapilan
anketler SPSS 22 ile analiz edilmistir. Bazi veriler Ki-Kare Testi ile analiz edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Go¢, Almanya gocd, din, sektlerlesme, giindelik hayat, (¢ kusak tirk gd¢cmen.

! Makale Gelis Tarihi: 14.01.2025 Makale Kabul Tarihi: 17.02.2025
2 Prof. Dr.,Mugla Sitki Kocman Universitesi, ORCID NO: 0000-0003-2111-2223, senhasan@mu.edu.tr
3Dr. O0r. Gor. Mugla Sitki Kocman Universitesi, ORCID NO: 0000-0001-7523-4467, vedatince@mu.edu.tr

29



|:| JJ |:II{| M [JHM, 2025; 5(1): 29-62

INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HUMAN MOBILITY
Research Article

Changes in Religious Perceptions of Turkish Immigrants of Three Generations
Who Migrated to Germany: Munich Example

Abstract

With the migration agreement signed between Turkey and West Germany in 1961, many people migrated from
Turkey to West Germany. Since then, the number of immigrants has exceeded two and a half million, spanning
three generations. Not only have these immigrants influenced the places where they settled, but they have also
been shaped socio-economically, politically, and culturally by their country of origin. Moreover, each generation
has been affected differently. Specifically, there are significant differences between the three generations in
terms of: Their perspectives on immigration; Their approach to German culture; Their willingness to return to
Turkey; Their level of cultural integration; Their religious behavior.

Research Objectives: This study aims to analyze the differences between the three generations regarding the
religious practices of Turks who immigrated to Germany. In particular, it explores: The religious perceptions of
these three generations; The role of religion in shaping their identities; The influence of religion on their daily
lives; Their views on secularization.

The central themes of this study include Religion and Identity, Hybrid Culture, and Secularized Life.

Methodology: A quantitative research method was employed. A questionnaire consisting of closed and open-
ended questions was administered to participants between 2020 and 2021. The research was conducted in
Germany, with the sample drawn from Munich, the capital of Bavaria. A simple random sampling technique was

used.

Data from a total of 316 respondents from the first and third generations were analyzed using SPSS 22, with
some findings examined through the Chi-Square Test.

Keywords: Migration, German immigration, religion, secularization, daily life, three generations.
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Introduction

Migration is likely a phenomenon as old as human history. Today, many people, especially Syrians, migrate
internationally. Additionally, many countries now implement strict measures against immigration. Migration can
be briefly defined as the movement of people from one place to another, either temporarily or permanently,
due to individual or social reasons. It can create challenges both for the people who migrate and for those in the
destination location. It also establishes a conceptual “locals and foreigners” dichotomy in people’s minds. This
dichotomy can, in turn, increase economic, social, political, and societal tensions.

This study focuses on Turkish immigrants who migrated to Germany.

This migration began with the “Labor Recruitment Agreement” signed in 1961 between Turkey and what
was then known as West Germany (Abadan-Unat, 2017, p.43). Despite the termination of this agreement in
1973, the migration of Turkish immigrants to Germany continued and still continues today. There have been
many economic, social, cultural, and political reasons for this migration. Consequently, the number of Turkish
immigrants in Germany has exceeded two and a half million, spanning three generations.

The primary objective of this study is to examine whether there has been a change in the religious attitudes and
behaviors of three generations of Turks who migrated to Germany over the past sixty years. Additionally, this
study seeks to identify the nature of these changes and the sociological factors that have contributed to them.
Migration has influenced and transformed both the people who moved away from their usual residence and the
lives of those in the destination country. Over time, political, economic, cultural, and religious differences have
emerged between the first-generation and third-generation Turkish immigrants. Germans also have different
approaches towards each of the three generations.

The German immigration process has introduced many concepts, such as “Alamanci” and “Gurbetci” in Turkey,

LN

as well as “Dual citizenship,” “Blue card,” “Multi-culture,” Euro-Islam, “Imported Bride/Groom,” and “Deutsche-
Turken” in Germany. Thus, immigration has written its own story. Therefore, this study utilizes Norbert Elias’

theory of “process sociology.”

1. The Theoretical Discussion

The main question of this study, which examines Turkish immigrants who migrated to Germany, is whether
there has been a change in the religious beliefs or behaviors of these people over time. To understand this,
it is necessary to explore the issue of secularization and the relationship between migration and religion, as
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well as the connection between sociology and migration. It is also crucial to understand the history of Turkish
immigrants’ migration to Germany and the reasons behind their migration. In this context, the issues mentioned
under this title will be discussed sociologically.

1.1. Secularization

To begin with, it must be acknowledged that the relationship between religion, society, and the state is complex.
There are two basic reasons for this. First, secularization takes on different forms and meanings in various
societies due to differing historical and social backgrounds. For instance, the phenomenon of secularization in
France is different from that in England, one of the first societies where it emerged. Second, the attitudes of
religions, especially monotheistic religions, towards secularization differ. For example, the demands of Islam
regarding religion-state relations differ from those of Christianity.

Moreover, in societies where the Islamic faith is practiced, secularization may have different manifestations due
to the unique historical experiences of those societies. These issues will not be discussed in this article, but it is
important to emphasize that when examining secularization, the relevant society and religion should be taken
into account.

Peter Berger (1967, p.107) defines secularization as “the process by which sectors of society and culture are
removed from the domination of religious institutions and symbols.” This implies the alienation of the social
sphere from sacred principles. Volkan Ertit (2014, pp.120-128) states that secularization does not only mean
the disappearance of religion but also signifies that common superstitious beliefs and institutional practices
assumed to be related to religion are losing their influence in the modernization process. Many political and social
factors accelerate the secularization process. Capitalism, modernization, and urbanization lead to secularization.
According to Ertit, “modernization can make people more secular.” Secularization involves placing this world at
the center.

One of the important discussions on secularization is whether it is weakening or gaining strength globally. In
fact, Peter Berger (1990, p.90), a prominent figure in the literature on secularization, claims that secularization
is weakening and declining in today’s world. He proposes the thesis that this decline is significant.

In contrast to the thesis that secularization is declining, other arguments suggest that secularization and non-

religious life have become almost an ordinary and routine form of life, especially in Western societies. For
example, Baker and Smith (2009, p.1251) claim that even in a country with high religiosity, such as the United
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States, religious orientation is declining. Sharing a similar view, Lois Lee (2012, p.136) states: “In recent years,
there has been a growing recognition of nonreligiosity, that which is defined by how it differs from religion.”
Similarly, David Voas (2025, pp.1-20) states the following:

“The growing share of the American population that is religiously unaffiliated—the “rise of the nones”—has
inspired a mountain of popular and scholarly commentary. The phenomenon can be viewed as evidence that the
United States is following the pattern of secularization seen in other highly developed countries”

Regarding the subject, nonreligion is located in people’s minds, bodies, and spaces. Volkan Ertit (2024, pp.1-
21) similarly claims that Turkey is becoming more secularized with each passing day. There are perspectives
suggesting that the world we live in, and especially the family, has a significant impact on the decline of religion.
Indeed, Bengtson (2018, p.258) expresses the strong impact of the family on rising secularization in their study.
Another debate on secularization is that its classical definition is not sufficient to explain the diversifying and
changing world. In other words, different versions and definitions of secularization are emerging.

1.2. Definitions of Secularization

People are experiencing changes in their relationship with religion in parallel with changes in social life. New
situations encountered in today’s world suggest that the classical definition of secularization may no longer be
sufficient. Therefore, this necessitates a reconceptualization of the subject.

In contemporary literature on secularization, more inclusive concepts such as nonreligion, indifference, ignorance,
active opposition to religion, atheism, deism, spiritual but not religious, agnosticism, disbelief, unbelief, nones,
and apostasy are used (Alexander, 2021, Kiiclikural et al., 2023, Lee, 2012). In particular, younger generations are
shaping new definitions of secularization. Alexander states the following in his study on the subject:

“Since 2000, surveys have shown substantial increases in young adults identifying as Nones.”

Secularization is also defined as being non-religious or non-affiliated, as well as spiritual but not religious.
Additionally, there are definitions of secularization that emphasize the religious or spiritual dimension rather
than the belief dimension of religion. Nathan G. Alexander (2021, p.97) states:

“One might, for example, identify with a certain religion or follow its rituals while not believing in its doctrines.
There are also those, again for example, who believe in a god but are unwilling to adopt any particular label or
to practice their faith in an institutional setting. One thinks here of those who identify
as ‘spiritual but not religious’.”
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As seen, many concepts are used and proposed to define secularization. In this study, the concept of secularization
is adopted in line with the definition of non-religion as described by Lois Lee and Stephen Bullivant (2020, p.88):

“Non-religion is used to indicate not the absence of something (religion) but the presence of something (else),
characterized, at least in the first place, by its relation to religion but nevertheless distinct from it.”

At this point, religion is losing its influence in the public and social spheres, the collective power of religion
is weakening, and it is increasingly becoming a matter of individual life. Thomas Luckmann describes this
phenomenon as “individual religion” (1967, p.95).

2. The Impact of Migration on Religion and Secularization

Although migration has significant effects on the beliefs of immigrants, as Nordin and Otterbeck (2023, p.12)
state, the relationship between migration and religion has not been examined comprehensively or to the extent
it deserves. For many, migration is deeply intertwined with religion—an aspect that frequently gets overlooked
in migration studies (e.g., Straut-Eppsteiner & Hagan, 2016). Immigrants’ religion can exert both positive and
negative effects on their integration by providing a social network and a system of meaning.

First of all, migration is known to have different effects on religious identity. These effects may vary depending
on the sociological conditions of the destination and the intensity of religious interest. The duration, timing, and
location of migration also play a role in shaping the relationship between migration and religion. Regarding this
subject, Nordin and Otterbeck (2023, p.9) state:

“Changes in religion may also depend on the type of international migration... Reasons for migration also most
certainly affect religion; fleeing because of one’s religiosity or moving between two countries with similar
religious contexts and being vaguely religious, probably affect people’s religiosity in different ways.”

In the case of Turkish immigrants in Germany, religion has taken on the following role:

“Religion was often not seen as a sacred belief and practice among immigrant Turkish immigrants, but was
used as a means of defining oneself in the society in which they lived” (Eren, 2007, p.278).

Immigrants may experience difficulties in many aspects, particularly due to cultural differences in the places
they arrive. Religion can play an important role in alleviating these difficulties (Becker & Dinesh, 2005, 18-21).
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For immigrants, religion can act as a safe spiritual harbor against alienation, cultural shocks, exclusion, and
hostility toward immigrants. A study on Turkish immigrants living in Bulgaria found that religion holds a very
important place for immigrants (Sen, 2004, p.49). Similarly, Turkish immigrants who moved to Germany sought
to overcome difficulties through religion. As Dokmen (1989, p.143) states:

“The Turkish immigrants living in Germany cling more tightly to the values they brought from their country
because they live as a closed community and cannot enter the culture of that country.”

Solidarity networks established around religion, as well as religion itself, help migrants cope with the challenges
they face during the migration process. In general, kinship solidarity plays a crucial role, especially in international
migrations (Gurak & Caces, 1992, 150-162). According to Massey (1990, p.69):

“Migrant networks are sets of interpersonal ties that link together migrants, former migrants, and nonmigrants
in origin and destination areas through the bonds of kinship, friendship, and shared community origin.”

In particular, immigrants rely on these networks to address the challenges they encounter in the places they
migrate to. Over time, these networks may take on a religious dimension. In fact, the Turkish immigrants who
are the focus of this study turned to religious networks to cope with cultural differences, political pressure, and
other difficulties they faced in Germany.

In some cases, migration can contribute to a revival of religious practices and beliefs. Immigrants may form their
own religious communities in their new countries as a way to maintain their cultural identity and traditions.
Migration can strengthen religious affiliation, increase community formation, and enhance religiosity.

Regarding this issue, Nur Vergin (1985, pp.16-17) shows in her study on Eregdli, Turkey, that urbanization increases
religiosity and that religious sect-based community formation is particularly strong among migrant workers. A
similar pattern has been observed among Turkish immigrants in Germany, where religious communities have
become stronger. Additionally, religion has been adopted as a protective sense of belonging and identity for
Turkish immigrants.

Migration can also strengthen religious networks among migrants. However, it can simultaneously lead to
secularization. As migrants integrate into their host societies, they may adopt more secular attitudes and
practices, reducing the influence of religion in their lives. This trend is more evident in long-term migrations,
where religious tendencies may differ across migrant generations.
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According to James A. Beckford (2019, p.18):

“The religion of immigrants is not shaped only by their own beliefs. The sociological factors that immigrants
encounter during the process, and the ‘trans-local social networks’ they participate in, affect their religious
lifestyles. Although the first generations expect their grandchildren to live the religion they lived, religious
experiences change over time. Religious life has been in a state of ‘a balance between continuity and change.’
Immigrants build *hybrid religious beliefs and hybrid identities’ as a result of their integration with social
values in the places they go. In brief, it can be said that people’s religious beliefs change with migration.”

Over time, Turkish immigrants in Germany have been able to partially integrate into German culture while still
maintaining their beliefs. They have embraced cultural exchange rather than extremism. Indeed, while the
perception of religion was different among the first generation of Turkish immigrants in Germany, it may differ
significantly in the third generation. This point constitutes the basic assumption of this study.

3. Process Sociology and Migration

As the sociological profile of Turkish immigrants has changed throughout the migration process, Germans’ views
toward Turkish immigrants have also evolved. Therefore, this study adopts Norbert Elias’s theory of “process
sociology” as a reference framework to understand the migration story of Turkish immigrants.

Norbert Elias (1981, p.766) states the following in the context of process sociology:
“Man is a process” (Der Mensch ist ein ProzeB).

Migration is a process that involves historicity. Migration theories have diversified in parallel with the different
experiences of migrants. In other words, not only do human experiences change, but migration itself and its
definitions evolve over time. Every migration writes its own story. People change throughout the migration
process, and migration itself also undergoes transformation. This is why a wide variety of migration theories
have emerged—both migration and migrants are shaped by this process. Immigrants influence the countries
they move to, just as they are influenced by them.

The first generation of Turkish immigrants did not initially intend to establish a permanent life in Germany. Their

primary goal was to reach their planned economic objectives with minimal socialization before returning to
Turkey. As a result, they made little effort to learn German (Gestring et al., 2004, pp.8-11).
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Some members of the second generation were born in Turkey and moved to Germany between the ages of 1and
5. Their early socialization in Turkey was interrupted, leading to adaptation challenges. Accordingly, personality
disorders have been frequently observed in this group (Hill, 1990, p.102). Another segment of the second
generation moved to Germany between the ages of 6 and 14, while others arrived later through marriage or
illegal means, utilizing the networks established by earlier Turkish immigrants. Unlike the first generation, most
second-generation immigrants lived in houses rather than in ghettos.

The third generation was entirely born and raised in Germany. Consequently, they did not face the language
barriers experienced by the first and second generations. This generation grew up with Turkish culture at home
and German culture in the broader society. They tend to be better educated and have benefited from increased
job opportunities in Germany. According to Faist, as immigrants become more permanent in a country, they
acquire rights (Faist, 2003, p.98).

The three generations hold different perspectives on migration, German society, and German culture, as well as
distinct worldviews and lifestyles. Their approaches to religion, which is the focus of this study, also vary.

4. Anatomy of Turkish Migration to Germany

As is well known, Germany was divided into two after the Second World War. To meet its labor needs, West
Germany signed its first employment agreement (Anwerbeabkommen) with Italy in 1955. Similar agreements
were later signed with Spain and Greece in 1960 (Sen & Goldberg, 1995, p.9). Meanwhile, East Germany built the
Berlin Wall on August 13, 1961, unilaterally banning crossings into West Germany. This affected approximately
50,000 people living in East Germany who were working in West Germany. On the morning the wall was built,
4,300 East Berliners employed at Siemens facilities in West Berlin were unable to reach their workplaces (Hunn,
2005, pp.50-51).

Following this sudden development, an employment contract was signed between the authorities of West
Germany and Turkey on October 30, 1961. This agreement marked the beginning of Turkish migration to
Germany. Although the agreement expired in 1973, Turkish immigration to Germany has continued through
various channels, such as marriage or unauthorized migration.

The first group of Turkish immigrants was welcomed by Germans with flowers. This warm reception lasted
until the late 1970s, driven by Germany’s expectation that Turkish immigrants would eventually return to their
homeland. In other words, this migration was initially perceived as temporary. However, as the number of Turkish
immigrants in Germany grew, German attitudes toward them began to shift in the 1980s. Immigrants who had
once been welcomed with flowers were now being encouraged to return to Turkey.
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In 1981, a group of academics from German universities published the “Heidelberg Manifesto,” which claimed
that German cultural values were being dangerously altered by foreigners. The manifesto also argued that
Gastarbeiter (“guest workers”), referring primarily to Turkish immigrants, should be sent back. Helmut Kohl,
Germany’s Chancellor from 1982 to 1998, expressed a similar stance in a secret meeting with British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher (revealed in the media in 2013), stating:

“Turkish immigrants are very difficult to assimilate. | intend to send half of them back to their countries.”

In 1983, the German government introduced a “return incentive” (Rickkehrprdmie), offering financial
compensation for Turkish immigrants willing to return to Turkey. As a result, approximately 360,000 Turkish
citizens took advantage of this allowance and left Germany.

Although the first-generation Turkish immigrants—now aged 56 and older—express satisfaction with life in
Germany, the second-generation immigrants, aged 37-55, have faced several difficulties. Several factors
contributed to these challenges:

1. Turkish immigrants no longer wanted to return to Turkey, which made Germans uncomfortable.

2. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and German reunification shifted Germany’s labor priorities. After
reunification (Deutsche Wiedervereinigung), Germany began to meet its labor needs by employing East
Germans, reducing its dependence on Turkish workers.

3. A rise in racist discourse led to violent attacks against Turkish immigrants. One of the most tragic
incidents occurred in Solingen in 1993, where a house belonging to Turkish immigrants was set on fire,
killing five Turkish residents.

4.The September 11, 2001, attacks in the United States fueled negative perceptions of Muslims and
intensified Islamophobia. The attacks drastically altered the West’s view of Muslims, including Turkish
immigrants, and escalated racial and religious hostility in Germany and beyond.

The third-generation Turkish immigrants, now aged 18-36, have adapted more successfully to German society,
developing a hybrid identity. They are fluent in German and have integrated into the labor market, with many
opening businesses. These individuals are often referred to as Deutsch-Tiirken (“German-Turkish immigrants™).
Today, over two and a half million Turkish immigrants live in Germany.
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5. Methodological Model of the Research

Immigration and religion are the focus of this study. The main purpose of this research is to determine whether
there has been a change in the religious beliefs or behaviors of three generations of Turkish immigrants over
time. The key questions the study seeks to answer are as follows:

1. To what extent have the views and perceptions of religion among Turks who immigrated to Germany
changed during the migration process that has lasted approximately 60 years and encompassed three
generations?

2. Has there been a change in religiosity among immigrants across generations?

3. What functions has religion fulfilled in the lives of Turks who immigrated to Germany?

4. To what extent has migration influenced immigrants’ construction of identity and sense of belonging?
5. How have three generations of Turkish immigrants transmitted their religion across generations?

An estimated 3 million Turkish immigrants live in different states across Germany. As is well known, Germany,
the focus of this study, has a federal structure consisting of 16 states. Among these, Bavaria is a region with a
high concentration of Turkish immigrants. According to 2020 data, approximately 190,000 people of Turkish
origin reside in Bavaria. Munich, the capital of the state and the focus of this study, is home to approximately
37,000 people of Turkish origin.

The selection of Munich as the research site was influenced by the fact that Turkish immigrants, who are the
subject of this study, live in a densely populated area. Additionally, Munich’s proximity to Bayreuth, where the
researcher was born and raised, made it a familiar environment for fieldwork.

This study employs a quantitative research method, which is based on the numerical collection and analysis of
field data to test the hypotheses proposed. As Tuna (2017, p.149) states:

“The general feature of numerical data is that it expresses the numerical analysis of the collected data.”

The quantitative method is grounded in testing the relationship between dependent and independent variables.
A questionnaire consisting of closed- and open-ended questions was administered to participants between
2020 and 2021, during the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic, which affected the entire world and caused
significant loss of life, also disrupted the initial plan to conduct field research in Germany. Due to the risk of
researchers contracting the virus or transmitting it to participants, most of the study was conducted remotely
via online platforms and social media.
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To ensure that the survey reached the target audience, contact was made with social media accounts relevant
to Turkish immigrants in Germany. In particular, Turkey’s Munich Education Attaché, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Cakir, was
contacted, and the survey was shared online. Additionally, Mr. Sinan Karakas, the administrator of the “Gurbette-
Turkiye’de Hayat” (Life in Turkey - Abroad) social media page, which is followed by approximately 90,000
Turkish immigrants, assisted in distributing the survey. The survey was conducted via Google Forms, using email
addresses obtained with Karakas’s help. Participants known to the researcher were also reached via email and
phone. The surveys, which took an average of 30 minutes to complete, were administered accordingly.

The German Immigration Office estimates that approximately 2.9 million people of Turkish origin live in Germany,
regardless of their citizenship status. The same source states that 21% of this population is under the age of
18, meaning that there are approximately 8,000 underage individuals of Turkish origin in the Munich sample
population. Excluding these underage individuals, the study’s research population consists of approximately
29,000 adults of Turkish origin in Munich.

According to the simple random sampling formula, in order to achieve a 95% confidence interval with a margin
of error of 0.06, a study with a sample size of 29,000 should have at least 264 participants. Therefore, the
316 surveys conducted in this research sufficiently represent the population. The formula used for sample size
calculation is given below.

Sample size
Universe size
Theoretical value
Probability of the event being examined
Probability of the event not being examined
Margin of error

n——N zg
d*(N-D)+g

o o T ~+~ Z S

Since we observed in the pilot studies that participants were reluctant to share personal data such as their
names and contact information, these and similar demographic questions were removed from the survey. This
adjustment allowed participants to express themselves more freely. Notably, Turkish immigrants were also
hesitant to specify the names of places and neighborhoods where they lived, as they wanted to avoid any
potential negative consequences for immigrants in Germany. Therefore, participants were not asked to disclose
the cities, districts, or neighborhoods in which they resided.

A simple random sampling technique was used in this study. Different centers and districts of Munich were
selected as samples, specifically targeting neighborhoods with a high concentration of Turkish immigrants. The
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survey was distributed to individuals from a list provided by Turkey’s Munich Education Attaché and to members
of the “Life in Foreign Lands - Turkey” platforms.

The topics covered in the questionnaire were measured using a 5-point Likert-type scale. As is well known, the
Likert scale consists of five response options: two negative, two positive, and one neutral category. Participants
responded by selecting one of the following options:

1. Strongly Disagree (1)
2. Disagree (2)

3. Undecided (3)

4. Agree (4)

5. Strongly Agree (5)

The questionnaire was administered to 316 participants from the first and third generations. The collected data
were analyzed using SPSS 22, and statistical significance was tested using the Chi-Square Test (X2). The analysis
was conducted under three main themes:

¢ Religion and Identity
* Hybrid Culture
+ Secularized Life

This study is based on the main thesis that Turkish immigrants in Germany have become more religious despite
their secularization in the public sphere. Additionally, it argues that there are differences in the religious
approaches of the three generations of Turkish immigrants. Finally, it is proposed that the third generation, in
particular, has developed a more individualized perception of religion.
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5.Analysis of Data
5.1. Demographic Analysis

16-127561 Status, Marital, Ages Status of Participants
Gender Status F. % Marital Status F. % Ages Status F. %
Female 141 44,6 Married 248 78,5 18-36 age (3st Generation) 85 26,9
Male 174 55,1 Single 45 14,2 37-55 age (2nd Generation 191 60,4
Other 1 03 Other 23 73 56+age (Ird Generation) 40 12,7
Total 316 %100 316 %100 316 %100

In this study, 44.6% of the respondents were female, 55.1% were male, and 0.3% identified as other genders.
Regarding marital status, 78.5% of the participants were married, 14.2% were single, and 7.3% were divorced or
widowed.

In terms of generational distribution, 60.4% of the participants belonged to the second generation, 26.9% to the
first generation, and 12.7% to the third generation. These findings align with previous research in the literature.
For example, Sauer’s (2019) study indicates that the majority of Turkish immigrants living in Germany belong to
the second generation. Therefore, the findings of this study are consistent with Sauer’s research.

Table 2
Age of Birth Place of Participants
Frequency Percent
Turkey 175 55,4
Germany 134 42,4
Other 7 2,2
Total 316 %100

55.4% of the participants were born in Turkey, 42.4% were born in Germany, and 2.2% were born in other
countries. When examining the birthplaces of Turkish immigrants, it is evident that the majority of participants
were born in Turkey. This is largely due to the fact that many members of the second generation were born in
Turkey before migrating to Germany.
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It is important to note that Turkish migration to Germany is ongoing. However, as more children from the second
and third generations are born in Germany and choose to remain there, it can be predicted that the proportion
of Turkish immigrants born in Germany will continue to rise.

Table 3
Educational Status of Participants
Frequency Percent
Literate 5 1,6
Primary School 22 7
Inclusive School 1 0,3
Vocational 119 377
High School 73 23]
High Education 96 30,4
Total N=316 %100

Turkish immigrants living in Germany generally have a high school education or lower. Among the interviewees,
the proportion of those with higher education is relatively low. The first generation had a particularly low level
of education, as Turkish immigrants primarily received vocational training.

From this perspective, it can be said that Turkish immigrants have predominantly worked in manual labor
jobs, such as those in industry, manufacturing, and cleaning. However, the level of education has increased in
subsequent generations, particularly among the third generation, where educational attainment continues to
rise. Notably, the number of academics, politicians, and artists from this generation is significantly higher.

Table 4
How to Immigrate to Germany
How to Arrive in Germany
Frequency Percent
As a Worker 37 1,7
As a Fugitive 2 0,6
By Invitation of Acquaintance 9 2.8
| Was Born In Germany 128 40,5
By Marrying 66 20,9
By Arranged Marriage 0 0
As a Student 15 47
As a Refugee 1 0,3
Other 58 18,4
Total N=316 %100

43




[JHM, 2025; 5(1): 29-62 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

As shown in the table, the methods used by Turkish immigrants to migrate to Germany demonstrate that each
migration wave has created its own autonomous history and story. As previously mentioned, first-generation
immigrants moved to Germany under an agreement and invitation from the German government. Although this
agreement ended in 1973, Turkish migration to Germany has continued through various means.

Turkish immigrants have found ways to navigate German laws, creating new migration routes. Marriage migration
is one of the most common methods, accounting for 20.9% of cases. In addition, some participants reported
migrating to Germany through the Invitation of Acquaintance. However, the prevalence of the “Other” category,
where participants marked alternative methods, is also noteworthy.

5.2. Problematic Analysis

5.2.1. Religion and Identity

This study examines the changes in the religious life of Turkish immigrants in Germany. In this context, it is first
necessary to explore the role and significance of religion in the lives of Turkish immigrants.

Table 5
Being A Muslim General Values

Frequency Percent
| Strongly Disagree 32 10,1
| Disagree 17 54
Undecided 47 14,9
| agree 55 174
| Strongly Agree 165 52,2
Total 316 100,0
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Values by Generation Percent (%) and Frequency (f)

"Being A Muslim Is The Most Important Part Of My Identity"

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

Strongly Disagree (2) ~ Undecided (3) ~  Agree (4)  Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) ©
. f 6 2 5 4 23 40
Ist Generation % 15 5 12,5 10 57,5
. f 15 8 32 35 101 191
2nd Generation % 785 419 | 1675 | 1832 52,88
_ f m 7 10 16 41 85
3rd Generation % 12,94 8.24 1,76 18,82 48,24
Total n 6

Looking at the overall picture, 69.6% of respondents stated that “Being a Muslim is the most important part
of my identity.” This is a notably high percentage. When analyzed by generation, the percentage of those who
agreed or strongly agreed with this statement was: 67.5% in the first generation (agree: 10% + strongly agree:
57.5%), 71.2% in the second generation (agree: 18.32% + strongly agree: 52.88%), 67.06% in the third generation
(agree: 18.82% + strongly agree: 48.24%).

As is well known, religion plays a significant role in shaping an individual’s identity, and its influence tends to
be stronger among immigrants who are far from their homeland. According to Selim Eren (2007, p.278), Turkish

immigrants did not only migrate to Germany physically; they also brought their religion with them. As he states:

“Religion was not only seen as a sacred belief and practice among immigrant Turkish immigrants, but it was
also used as a means of self-identification in the society in which they lived.”

Similarly, Sen (2004, p.49) highlights the role of religion in protecting immigrants from cultural shocks, resisting
alienation, and shaping their sense of identity and belonging.
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Findings from this study confirm that Turkish immigrants in Germany also perceive religion as an important
part of their identity. However, the data shows a clear downward trend in the “strongly agree” category across
generations. This decline is particularly noticeable in the third generation, suggesting that being born and raised
in Germany has influenced their perception of religion.

Table 6
Halal Food Preference

"| Prefer “Halal Certified” Products"

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

67,54

Strongly Disagree (2) Undecided (3) Agree (4) Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) ®)
1 2 3 4 5 Total
1st Generation f S ! 6 E 2 40
% 22,5 2,5 15 75 52,5
2nd Generation f 15 10 20 17 129 191
% 7,85 5,24 10,47 8,90 67,54
. f N 4 10 1 49 85
Srd Generation 1= 7000 | a7 | g6 | 1294 | 5765
n 316

Turkish immigrants living in Germany generally prefer halal products that do not contain substances such as
pork and alcohol. As shown in the table, Turkish immigrants in Germany overwhelmingly prefer halal products.
The percentage of respondents who selected “| prefer halal-certified products” was: 60% in the first generation
(agree: 7.5% + strongly agree: 52.5%), 76.44% in the second generation (agree: 8.90% + strongly agree: 67.54%),
70.59% in the third generation (agree: 12.94% + strongly agree: 57.65%).

The percentage of those who disagreed with this statement is in line with these results. However, the data

also reveals generational differences. The highest rate of halal product preference is found among the second
generation, while the lowest is among the first generation.

46



[JHM, 2025; 5(1): 29-62 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

This trend can be explained as follows: As discussed in the literature review, Elias describes migration as a
process, and Turkish immigrants in Germany should not be seen as a homogeneous group. Each generation has
experienced a unique migration story.

The first generation, who were invited by the German government, did not initially face significant pressure
regarding religion. More precisely, religion was not a priority—neither for Germans nor for the first-generation
Turkish immigrants themselves.

The second generation, however, experienced the greatest pressure regarding religion. As a result, religion
became both an identity marker and a survival mechanism, taking on a strategic meaning for this generation.
Additionally, religious and ethnic discrimination against Turkish immigrants has played a major role in reinforcing
religious identity.

In this context, it is not surprising that Turkish immigrants perceive religion as a cultural defense against
discrimination.

Table 7
Exposure to Religious and Ethnic Discrimination General Values
Frequency Percent
| Strongly Disagree 42 13,3
| Disagree 33 10,4
Undecided 43 13,6
IAgree 56 177
I Strongly Agree 142 449
Total 316 100,0
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Values by Generation Percent (%) and Frequency (f)

"1 Was Exposed To Discriminaton Because | Was Muslim
ANnd/Or Turkish In Germany”

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

o Strongly Disagree (2) Undecided Agree (4) Strongly
Disagree (1) 3) Agree (5)
1 2 3 4 5 Total
% 30 20 15 30
Ist Generation f 12 2 8 6 12 40
% 13,09 10,47 12,57 17,80 46,07
2rd Generation f 25 20 24 34 88 191
% 5,88 12,94 12,94 18,82 49,41
3nd Generation f > 1l 1l 16 42 85
n 316

X2=17,58, df=8, p=0,02

As shown in the general table, all three generations of Turkish immigrants report experiencing discrimination,
with a total agreement rate (agree + strongly agree) of 62.9%. However, these rates vary across generations. The
percentage of respondents who felt discriminated against was:

* 45% in the first generation (agree: 15% + strongly agree: 30%),
* 63.87% in the second generation (agree: 17.80% + strongly agree: 46.7%),
* 68.23% in the third generation (agree: 18.82% + strongly agree: 49.41%).

These figures were analyzed using cross-tabulation analysis. As a result of the Chi-Square Test, the Pearson Chi-
Square p-value was < 0.05, indicating a statistically significant relationship between generation and perceived

discrimination.

Factors Contributing to Perceived Discrimination

Several sociological factors have contributed to this trend.First, as previously mentioned, first-generation Turkish
immigrants moved to Germany as part of an agreement between West Germany and Turkey. They were invited
as laborers, and as a result, they faced limited religious and ethnic discrimination. Among the participants,
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the highest percentage of those who stated they had never experienced discrimination belonged to the first
generation (30%).

However, with the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of Germany, the country began meeting its labor
needs in East Germany, reducing the demand for Turkish workers. Politically, right-wing movements gained
traction, and the Solingen massacre was a harbinger of rising hostility toward Turkish immigrants.

For the second and third generations, conditions became even more challenging. Scotson (1993) argues that
as power imbalances between natives and foreigners decrease, conflicts shift from economic issues to non-
economic ones, such as religion, culture, ethnicity, identity, or gender. In The Established and the Outsiders,
Scotson explains that religion and ethnicity became the primary targets of discrimination against second- and
third-generation Turkish immigrants, who had gained economic and social stability.

One of the major aspects of anti-Turkish propaganda in Germany was the Muslim identity of Turkish immigrants.
Beckford (2019, p.15) highlights this issue:

“It is no exaggeration, then, to claim that a migration crisis is confronting Europe and that many of the most
contentious issues center on religions and identities.”

Similarly, Berger (1967) describes religion as a “sacred canopy” that provides people with a sense of security and
belonging. In this context, religion serves as both an identity marker and a political shield against discrimination
for Turkish immigrants in Germany. However, this strong attachment to religion can sometimes lead to a cultural
dilemma, where Turkish immigrants oscillate between two cultures—struggling to fully integrate into German
society while maintaining their religious and cultural heritage.

5.2.2.Hybrid Culture

Immigrants sometimes struggle to navigate between their own culture and the culture of their host country.
However, over time, they may blend elements of both, creating a fusion of cultures. This phenomenon is
particularly evident in long-term migrations that span multiple generations. A similar pattern can be observed
among Turkish immigrants in Germany.
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Table 8
Being Between Two Cultures

"Sometimes | Feel Torn Between German And Turkish Culture”

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

Strongly Disagree (2) Undecided (3) Agree (4) Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) (5)
1 2 3 4 5 Total
1st Generation f 5 ! J 4 ! 40
% % 32,5 17,5 22,5 10 17,5
. f 57 37 32 29 36 191
2nd Generation
% 29,84 19,37 16,75 15,18 18,85
f 2 14 1 1 21
3rd Generation 0 > > 8
% 23,53 16,47 17,65 17,65 24,71
= 316

The percentage of participants who stated “Sometimes | feel torn between German and Turkish culture” increases
in the second and third generations. This rate was measured as:

* 34.65% in the second generation (agree: 15.8% + strongly agree: 18.85%),
* 42.36% in the third generation (agree: 17.65% + strongly agree: 24.71%).

From this perspective, it is evident that a hybrid culture, incorporating elements of both Turkish and German
cultures, has emerged. The second—and especially the third—generation experiences a cultural struggle,
feeling torn between two identities. However, as Sen (2004) and Duncan (1933) argue, hybridization does not
necessarily mean a departure from the original culture. Rather, it signifies a blending of one’s cultural origins
with elements of the host society.

Thus, migration can lead to both intercultural conflict and intercultural rapprochement over time.
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Moreover, Turkish immigrants in Germany are not only navigating between Turkish and German identities, but
they also face perceptions and discourses created by Turkish immigrants living in Turkey about their identity and
experiences. The table below provides further insight into this phenomenon.

Table 9
Views of Turkish immigrants Living in Germany About Their Islam

"People born in Germany practice Islam (religion) less"

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation ‘

Strongly Disagree (2)  Undecided (3) Agree (4)  Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) ®)
1 2 3 4 5 Total
. f 6 5 9 7 13 40
1st Generation % 15 125 225 175 325
. f 53 28 55 28 27 191
2nd Generation % 275 14.66 2880 14,66 1414
. f 28 14 19 3 21 85
3rd Generation % 3204 16,47 22,35 353 24,71
n 316

Many discourses have emerged in Turkey regarding Turkish immigrants who migrated to Germany. ibrahim Yasa
was one of the first sociologists in Turkey to examine this issue. According to Yasa (1979, pp.183-185), Turkish
immigrants and their children—particularly those who returned to Turkey permanently or visited for holidays—

faced various challenges.

In Turkey, these individuals were often labeled “Alamanci,” a term with pejorative connotations. Children, in
particular, were perceived as different due to their clothing and behavior and were often alienated by locals. In
other words, children of Turkish immigrants struggled to adapt when they returned to Turkey, feeling caught
between two cultures.
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Additionally, a stereotype developed about first-generation Turkish immigrants, portraying them as “flashy
people”—individuals who lived under poor conditions in Germany but displayed their wealth when they visited
Turkey, spending the money they had saved abroad.

Perceptions of Religiosity Across Generations

As shown in the table, the third generation is the most opposed to the statement “People born in Germany
practice Islam (religion) less,” with 49.41% disagreeing (strongly disagree: 32.94% + disagree: 16.47%). The
second generation follows with 42.21% (strongly disagree: 27.75% + disagree. 14.66%), while the first generation
is the least opposed, at 27.5% (strongly disagree: 15% + disagree: 12.5%).

Conversely, acceptance of this statement is highest among the first generation, with 50% agreeing (agree: 17.5%
+ Strongly agree: 32.5%), compared to 28.8% in the second generation (agree: 14.66% + strongly agree: 14.14%)
and 28.74% in the third generation (agree: 3.53% + strongly agree: 24.71%).

An important point to note is that the first generation also expresses concern about the religiosity of the third
generation. At this stage, it is useful to recall Beckford’s perspective on religion and identity in migration contexts.
On the other hand, while 50% of the third generation identifies as religious, 30% of the same group agrees with
the perception that they are less religious than previous generations.
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Table 10
Celebrating Christmas and New Year

"| Celebrate Christmas And New Year In Accordance With German
Culture”

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

Strongly Disagree (2)  Undecided (3) Agree (4) Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) ®
1 2 3 4 5 Total
1st Generation f 24 ’ ° : 3 =
% 60 75 15 5 12,5
. f 136 22 15 10 8 191
2nd Generation % 7120 152 785 524 49
_ fl| o4 9 7 6 9 8
3rd Generation % | 6353 | 1059 | 824 7,06 10,59
n 316

Celebrating the New Year is considered a sin by radical Islamist groups, yet it is widely observed by many Muslims
around the world. Over time, Christmas has transcended its religious origins, gaining a cultural significance
centered around gift-giving and festivities. Some Turkish immigrants in Germany have embraced this cultural
aspect of Christmas as a result of cultural exchange.

As shown in the table, those who celebrate Christmas and New Year’s Eve according to German traditions are
predominantly from the third generation, with a rate of 17.65% (agree: 7.06% + strongly agree: 10.59%). The first
generation follows closely at 17.5% (agree: 5% + strongly agree: 12.5%). The second generation has the lowest
rate, at 9.43% (agree: 5.24% + strongly agree: 4.19%).

For the reasons discussed earlier, the second generation is more distant from these celebrations. This pattern
suggests that Turkish immigrants in Germany have incorporated certain elements of German culture, contributing
to the rapid formation of a hybrid identity. As Sen (2004, p.15) and Beckford (2019, pp.15-32) argue, immigrants
do not simply preserve their cultural values but also integrate elements of the society in which they grow
up. Their social and religious lives are reshaped through “trans-local social networks,” often leading to the
emergence of a hybrid culture.
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These findings also indicate that the increasing acceptance of Christmas celebrations among the third generation
reflects a growing trend of secularization driven by cultural change.

5.2.3. Secularized Life
The phenomenon of migration influences people’s living habits. One of the clearest examples of this can be

observed in the differences in religious practices among three generations of Turkish immigrants in Germany.

Table 11
Frequency of Reqular Worship (Namaz Kilmak)

"l Complete My Prayer”

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

Strongly Disagree (2)  Undecided (3) Agree (4)  Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) ®
1 2 3 4 5 Total
_ 2K 2 5 5 20 40
1st Generation % 20 5 12,5 12,5 50
; fl 4 4 32 p) 49 191
2nd Generation % | 2461 2147 16,75 1,52 25,65
, fl 2 14 20 13 12 &
3rd Generation % | 3059 16.47 2353 15,29 14,12
n 316

X°=23,11,df=8,p=0,003

Participants were asked whether they regularly performed their religious practices. The first question focused
on prayer frequency. The data show that prayer habits vary across generations.

* 61.25% of the first generation reported praying regularly (agree: 12.5% + strongly agree: 50%).

¢ In the second generation, this rate drops to 38.18% (agree: 11.52% + strongly agree: 25.65%).

* The most significant decline occurs in the third generation, where only 29.41% (agree: 15.29% + strongly
agree: 14.12%) report regular prayer—almost half the rate of the first generation.
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Cross-tabulation analysis (Pearson Chi-Square, p < 0.05) confirms that these differences between generations
are statistically significant.

Table 12
Frequency of Regular Worship (Oruc¢ Tutmak)

"1 Keep The Ramadan Fast Completely"

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

Strongly Disagree (2)  Undecided (3) Agree (4)  Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) ®
2 3 4 5 Total
_ f 8 2 5 24 40
1st Generation % 20 5 25 12,5 60
. f 25 17 29 23 97 191
2nd Generation % | 1309 890 1518 12,04 50,79
) f 1l 4 15 13 42 85
3rd Generation % | 1294 471 1765 15,29 49,41
n 316

The decline inreligious practices is also evident in fasting behavior (oru¢ tutmak) during Ramadan. These findings
suggest that participants are adopting a more secular lifestyle. However, secularization does not necessarily
mean becoming irreligious. On the contrary, individual religiosity may increase as the institutional framework of

religion weakens.
According to Ertit (2016), several factors contribute to secularization, including:

* The rise of science and reason in society,

The increased use of modern technology,
* The growing emphasis on individual preferences alongside higher education levels,

The shift from institutionalized religion to personal belief,

The decline in the frequency of religious worship.
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This study reveals similar trends. From this perspective, the third-generation Turkish immigrants in Germany
have a higher level of education, and individual religious preferences have become more significant for them.
While the third generation still identifies as Muslim, their engagement in religious practices—such as worship
and fasting—has declined.

Table 13
Religion Factor In Friend Preference

"1 Prefer My Friends To Be Muslims"

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

Strongly Disagree (2) Undecided (3) Agree (4) Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) )
1 2 3 4 5 Total
Ist Generation f |12 2 / 5 14 40
% 130 5 175 25 |35
2nd Generation f 149 17 42 33 50 191
% |2565 (890 2199  [1728 |26]8
; f 12 4 25 14 16 85
3rd Generation % 13059 o o o tem
n 316

Friendship and Cultural Integration Across Generations

Making friends is an essential way to both socialize and integrate into society. Since people living in a foreign
country often feel uncertain about different cultures, they tend to prefer forming friendships with those from
their own cultural background. This pattern is particularly evident among the first and second generations of
Turkish immigrants in Germany.

However, the third generation does not consider Islam a fundamental criterion for choosing friends. Because
they are more familiar with German culture, they do not see any issue in forming friendships with Germans. This
generational difference is reflected in the responses to the statement: “I prefer my neighbors to be Muslims.”

+ 47.5% of the first generation agreed (agree: 12.5% + strongly agree: 35%),
* 43.46% of the second generation agreed (agree: 17.28% + strongly agree: 26.18%),
» 35.29% of the third generation agreed (agree: 16.47% + strongly agree: 18.82%).
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The first-generation Turkish immigrants were more introverted, largely due to the fear of losing their cultural
identity. Their primary goal was to earn money, establish a home, accumulate savings, and eventually return to
Turkey (D6kmen, 1989, p.143).

In contrast, the third generation has a different mindset. They are closer to German culture, actively making
cultural and economic investments in Germany. Additionally, they tend to live more openly and individually.
This shift also reflects a more secular worldview among the third generation. As discussed in the theoretical
framework, modernization fosters secularization (Ertit, 2014, pp.1-16). This is because:

* Modern societies are characterized by urbanization.
* Modern life exposes individuals to diverse cultures.

Unlike the previous generations, the third generation does not perceive German cultural values as threatening.
Instead, they are comfortable engaging with German society, forming more social connections outside their
ethnic and religious community.

This growing individualism contributes to cultural richness and naturally influences their understanding of
religion.

Table 14
Drinking Alcohol

"1 Don't See A Problem With Drinking Alcohol”

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation
70 66,49

Strongly Disagree (2) Undecided (3) Agree (4) Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) )
! 2 3 4 5 Total
1st Generation f 28 3 4 0 5 40
2nd Generation f 127 14 21 12 17 191
%| 6649 | 733 | 1099 | 628 | 890
. f 51 7 5 5 16 85
3rd Generation % | 607 533 S5 o oo
n 316
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Turkish immigrants in Germany generally reject alcohol consumption, as it is discouraged in Islam. However,
among the third generation, the proportion of those who do not see alcohol consumption as a problem has risen
to 31.1% (agree: 12.5% + strongly agree: 19.05%), as shown in the table.

This trend suggests that acceptance of alcohol consumption may continue to rise in future generations.

Table15
Providing Religious Education to Children

"l Ensured That My Children Received An Adequate Religious
Education™

@ 1st Generation B 2nd Generation O 3rd Generation

Strongly Disagree (2)  Undecided (3) Agree (4)  Strongly Agree
Disagree (1) ®
! 2 3 4 5 Total
_ AE 4 2 9 1 5
Ist Generation % 81 108 108 243 459
_ fl 1 10 39 51 56 168
2nd Generation %| 714 595 | 2321 30,36 35,33
. fl 4 | 9 8 %
3rd Generation % | 278 nn 38,89 25,00 22,22
n 241

A similar trend is observed in attitudes toward religious education for children. The percentage of respondents
who agreed with the statement “I ensured that my children received an adequate religious education” is as
follows:

o First generation: 71.2% (agree: 24.3% + strongly agree: 45.9%),
+ Second generation: 63.69% (agree: 30.36% + strongly agree: 33.3%),
* Third generation: 47.22% (agree: 25% + strongly agree: 22.2%).

The highest percentage of undecided responses comes from the third generation. While Turkish immigrants
continue to maintain a connection with religion, they are undergoing a rapid process of secularization. This
suggests that religious education is no longer a priority, especially for the third generation.
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These results indicate that traditional religious education methods are less effective for the third generation.
This suggests that the third generation acquires their religious knowledge and beliefs more individually, shaped
by the technological environment and cultural atmosphere in which they live. Additionally, it can be said that
young people in this generation adopt a more individualized approach to religious attitudes and behaviors.
These findings indicate that younger generations—particularly the third generation—are becoming increasingly
secular over time.

Conclusion

Religion has played a crucial role in shaping the identity of all three generations of Turkish immigrants. For
immigrants, religion is not only a sacred belief system but also a unifying force that fosters solidarity among
them. Turkish immigrants have often relied on religion as a mechanism to preserve their national, cultural, and
spiritual identity, particularly in response to fears of cultural assimilation in Germany.

Although religious commitment has partially evolved across the three generations of Turkish immigrants, the
dataindicate that, for all three generations, religious affiliation continues to serve as a safe haven—both culturally
and politically—amid the economic, social, and cultural challenges they face during the migration process.

There are notable differences in the religious perspectives of the first, second, and third generations, particularly
regarding identity, religious practices, and secularization:

* The first generation maintained a more traditional understanding of religion.

* The second generation demonstrates the strongest attachment to religion, shaped by their unique
socio-cultural struggles.

+ The third generation exhibits greater tendencies toward secularization.

At this point, Duncan’s “Three-Generation Assimilation Cycle” can be applied. This concept suggests that migrant

communities often develop hybrid cultures due to assimilation pressures.

As seen in this study, Turkish immigrants have a hybrid identity in the form of both remaining Turkish and
Muslim and adapting to German culture over time. This situation has become more evident especially in the
third generation.

Migration does not only change migrants—migrants also influence the societies they move to. Each generation
of Turkish immigrants in Germany has had a distinct experience:
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The First Generation
* Welcomed by Germans as part of a labor agreement.
» Worked under harsh conditions with the goal of returning to Turkey.
» Some returned, while others remained in Germany.
 Did not integrate into German culture, nor did they feel the need to learn German extensively.

The Second Generation;
* Faced a shift in German attitudes; Germans encouraged them to return to Turkey.
» Became caught between two cultures—neither fully Turkish nor fully German.

Developed a hybrid identity, leading to cultural and identity confusion.

Children of the second generation were particularly vulnerable to racism and discrimination.

+ This generation suffered the most economically and culturally, leading them to cling to religion as a
source of stability.

+ Asreflected in the study’s findings, religiosity is highest in the second generation.

The Third Generation;
* Proficient in both German and Turkish cultures.
* Mastered the German language and established successful businesses.
 Pursued higher education and rose to prominent positions in Germany.
* Engaged in cultural integration and adopted Western values.

The data from this study indicate significant changes in the religious attitudes and values of three generations
of Turkish immigrants. However, a key finding is that, while religiosity has not declined in the third generation,
they prefer to practice their faith in a more individualized and secular manner. In other word maintained their
religious and national identity but became more secularized under the influence of Western lifestyles. In this
generation, the frequency of performing religious duties, such as praying and fasting, has begun to decline.
Additionally, attitudes toward certain practices, such as alcohol consumption, have become more relaxed. At the
same time, the belief that adapting to Germany’s dominant cultural values is not an obstacle to being a Muslim
is becoming increasingly widespread.

Thus, this study highlights that it is possible to maintain religious beliefs while simultaneously embracing secular
values.

Yazar Katki Orani
Hasan Sen %60
Vedat Martin ince %40

Calismaya katilan tim katilimcilara tesekkir ederiz.
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Opportunities and Obstacles: A Study of Turkish Migration to Argentina’
Mustafa Seref Akin?

Abstract

This study explores the migration of individuals from Turkey to Argentina, focusing on their motivations.
Argentina and Turkey, situated on separate continents with significant geographical distances, harbor distinctive
cultural identities, customs, traditions, histories, and languages, posing potential challenges for meaningful
interactions and cultural exchange between their populations. The research delves into the stories of 17 migrants
who have chosen to move to Argentina or stay long-term. Through an in-depth analysis of social media videos
created by these migrants, the study gains first-hand insights into their decision-making processes and the
factors influencing their choices. Buenos Aires is portrayed as an attractive destination due to its appealing
lifestyle, delicious and affordable gastronomy, well-organized city, rich entertainment scene, elegant European
architecture, and freedom of expression with the spoken Spanish language. However, the country’s economic
opportunities are perceived as limited, leading migrants to seek additional foreign income for a better quality of
life. The study reveals that spending around 600/1200 USD per month on essential expenses, such as housing,
food, transportation, and dining out, can result in a significantly improved lifestyle for single/couple migrants
from Turkey. Successful migration transition occurs when foreign income is received, language barriers are
overcome, and a robust social network is established.
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Arastirma Makalesi

Firsatlar ve Engeller: Arjantin’e Tiirk Go¢menligi Uzerine Bir Arastirma

0z

Bu ¢alisma, Tirkiye’den Arjantin’e bireylerin go¢tni inceleyerek, onlarin motivasyonlarina odaklanmaktadir.
Arjantin ve Turkiye, 6nemli cografi mesafelerle ayr kitalarda bulunmaktadir ve farkl kalttrel Kimliklere,
geleneklere, tarihcelere ve dillere sahip benzersiz toplumsal yapilart barindirmaktadirlar. Bu farkhliklar,
toplumlar arasinda anlamli etkilesimler ve kaltrel alisveris icin potansiyel zorluklar dogurabilir. Arastirma,
Arjantin’e tasinmayi veya uzun vadeli olarak kalmayi secen 17 gd¢menin hikayelerine odaklanmaktadir. Bu
gdcmenler tarafindan olusturulan sosyal medya videolarinin derinlemesine bir analizi ile, calisma, onlarin karar
alma sureclerine ve secimlerini etkileyen faktérlere iliskin birinci elden i¢géruler elde eder. Buenos Aires, cazip
bir destinasyon olarak 6ne cikar; cinkd hareketli yasam tarzina, lezzetli ve ekonomik gastronomiye, diizenli
bir sehre, zengin bir eglence sahnesine, zarif Avrupa mimarisine, Ispanyolca diline ve siyasi 6zgiirliige sahiptir.
Ancak, tlkenin ekonomik firsatlari sinirli olarak algilanmaktadir, bu da gécmenlerin daha iyi bir yasam kalitesi
icin ek yabanci gelir aramalarina neden olur. Calisma, Turkiye’den tek basina/cift olarak gelen gécmenler igin
konut, gida, ulasim ve disarida yeme gibi temel harcamalara ayda ortalama 500/1000 dolar harcama sonucunda
Tarkiye’ye gore yasam kalitesinde 6nemli bir iyilesme saglanabilecedini ortaya koymaktadir. Basarili go¢ gegisi,
yabanci gelirin alinmasi, dil engellerinin asiimasi ve saglam bir sosyal agin kurulmasiyla gerceklesecektir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Tirk gocU, Arjantin, ekonomik firsatlar, dil engelleri, sosyal aglar.
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Introduction

Migrationisoftenseenasa catalyst for growth, encompassing economic, social, political, and personal motivations
(Hoppe & Fujishiro, 2015; Rosenblatt & Sheaffer, 2001; Wanniarachchi et al., 2022). However, the migration from
Turkey to Argentina appears to deviate from these conventional criteria. Argentina faces economic challenges
(such as high inflation and low minimum wage), constant political turmoil, is geographically isolated (distant
from Turkey), and encounters substantial language and cultural differences. Despite these factors, the increasing
trend in migration from Turkey to Argentina demands thorough exploration and understanding.

This study aims to delve into the motivations, challenges, and outcomes associated with migration from Turkey
to Argentina. By scrutinizing the economic, cultural, social, and political dimensions of migration patterns, it
seeks to illuminate the factors shaping the migratory process and the experiences of individuals in their pursuit
of an enhanced quality of life from one developing country to another. Additionally, it is imperative to consider
the physical and cultural disparities between the two countries. Through an academic lens, this research strives
to contribute to a more profound understanding of migration dynamics and to inform practices that facilitate
the successful migration and integration of Turkish citizens in Argentina, representing two ostensibly distinct
developing countries.

The migration from Turkey to Argentina represents a significant journey across continents, encompassing diverse
challenges for individuals. Predominantly, economic factors, such as the pursuit of affordable living expenses
and better employment prospects, are often key drivers in this migration pattern (Bah, 2023, p.60; DeVoretz &
Pivnenko, 2004, pp.9-17). However, Argentina has faced a profound economic crisis for a long time. Given the lack
of economic opportunities, why are Turks still willing to migrate to Argentina? What might be opportunities for
this dilemma? In this exploration, we delve into the factors that influence the quality of life in Argentina and the
importance of certain aspects such as affordability, cultural experiences, freedom, and social support systems.
We discuss the significance of style over luxury, the impact of crime rates in other South American countries, and
the value of preserving nature in urban environments. Additionally, we explore the challenges individuals face
when leaving their home country and migrating to a new one, such as cultural adjustments, language barriers,
and building new social networks. We also recognize the importance of socialization in facilitating adaptation to
a foreign country and the benefits it brings, including the development of support networks, learning languages,
cultural integration, and personal growth.
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The Migration Root from Turkey to Argentina

The current migration from Turkey to Argentina falls into the category of international migration, presenting
challenges related to adaptation to the environment, culture, language barriers, and social systems (Kutor et
al., 2021, pp. 490-495 et al., 2022, p.1). Unlike some seasonal migration patterns where individuals move to
different regions or countries for temporary work and return home afterwards (Shah & Lerche, 2020, pp.719-
722), Turkish migrants to Argentina historically sought long-term opportunities.

The historical roots of Middle Eastern migration to Argentina date back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
marked by significant waves of migration from the Ottoman Empire to Argentina. During this period, Argentina
experienced rapid expansion in its agricultural sector, driven by government initiatives to attract European
immigrants to settle and cultivate vast expanses of fertile land. Ottoman migrants, mainly originating from
regions such as the Middle East and the Eastern Mediterranean, were among the diverse groups of settlers who
sought opportunities in Argentina. Although “El Turco” is a nickname commonly used in Argentine politics to
refer to former President Carlos Menem, who was of Syrian descent, the cultural and historical ties between
Turkey and Argentina remain relatively weak.

From a historical perspective, the migration from Turkey to Argentina is not consistent with Turkic origins, and
therefore, a deep cultural connection between these two nations does not exist. Moreover, unlike some migrant
communities that establish mosques, cultural associations, and businesses to preserve their cultural heritage
and provide mutual support, Middle Eastern migrants of 19th century in Argentina did not necessarily maintain
strong ties due to geographical distance.

The primary driving force behind international migration is the pursuit of economic prosperity and a better
quality of life. Migrants venture abroad in search of opportunities such as land ownership, employment, and
entrepreneurial prospects. Labor migration, which involves movement for work opportunities motivated by
regional economic disparities and wage differences, has been a significant factor in migration patterns (Massey
et al.,, 1998, pp.100-120). Another notable trend is step migration has been observed, characterized by gradual
movement from rural to urban areas in pursuit of better opportunities and improved living conditions (Grigg,
1977, pp.41-43).

Various forms of migration contribute to shaping global demographics, including forced migration, voluntary
migration, temporary migration for employment, student migration, brain drain, humanitarian migration, and
environmental migration (Abel et al., 2019, pp. 239-245; Becker & Ferrara, 2019, pp.1-5; Bakewell, 2021, pp. 124-
126; Cicek, 2023, p.67). These diverse migration patterns reflect different motivations and circumstances driving
people to move from one place to another.
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In Turkish literature, Argentina is often associated with economic poverty (Urcan, 2023, p.697), financial crises
(Istk, 2005, pp.88-89; Koyuncu & Senses, 2004, pp.22-28), and the country’s relationship with the IMF (Ozdemir,
2023, pp.157-158), and political instability, such as coups (Gezgl¢ & Uzun, 2017, pp. 153-165). Overall, the portrayal
of Argentina in Turkish literature tends to be negative, focusing on challenges and difficulties rather than positive
aspects of the relationship and opportunities.

Method

Design

To investigate the experiences of Turkish immigrants living in Argentina, the study analysed open source video
interviews that are publicly available online between 2022 to 2023. 17 Turkish residents’, long-term settlers’
and social media bloggers’ stories of Argentina were watched (Table 1). All of the YouTubers’ videos (1000+)
are followed to understand the context and investigate the lifestyle and motivations of Turks who migrated or
stayed long. Thanks to the opportunities provided by social media, the experiences of people were listened to
first-hand decision-making processes.

Analyzing Data and Saturation

In the literature, qualitative content analysis is widely recognized as a systematic approach for analyzing
qualitative data. The approach involves identifying patterns, themes, and concepts within the data to generate
meaningful insights and understanding (Lindgren et al., 2020, pp. 2-6). Content analysis is utilized to condense
and abstract a sizable amount of textual data and directly extract participant messages (Gupta et al., 2018,
pp.10-59) without imposing a researcher’s viewpoint to gain fresh insights into the study phenomena.

To address the study’s central question, “What are the motivations, challenges, and outcomes of migration from
Turkey to Argentina, and how do economic, cultural, social, and political factors shape the migratory process and
experiences of individuals seeking a better quality of life in Argentina?

Qualitative research was planned from interviews conducted on social media to gather insights into the decision-
making processes of emigrants or long-term residents. Socio-economic and demographic characteristics are not
prioritized in the interviews (Kumar, 2012, pp. 15-35). People’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours are recognized
(Agafonoff, 2006, pp.115-120). The most important criterion for participant selection is that Turkish people have
some experience with migration.
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The aim of thequalitative research is to uncover concepts (trends, patterns). Although 10-15 participants usually
elicit concepts (Faulkner, 2003, pp. 379-383the abundance of migration story videos available on social media
was utilized to reinforce understanding of decision-making processes. In a qualitative study, Hennink and Kaiser
(2022) statistically proved that the saturation point is reached when nine and sixteen participants have the
same (homogeneous) topic. In this study, 17 settlers/migrants (same status) from Turkey (same country) were
interviewed about their experiences of migration abroad (same topic). According to Hennink & Kaiser (2022),
the number of participants should be increased as heterogeneous elements emerge (for example, in a study
comparing Indian and Turkish migrants).

Setting and Participants

The dataset reveals that the majority of these Turkish YouTubers are young males, with a notable gender
imbalance—13 males compared to 5 females. Most individuals fall within the “young” age category, reflecting
a trend where younger generations are more active in digital content creation. Regarding marital status, eight
are married, seven are single, and a few fall into less common categories such as widowed or in long-term
relationships. This diversity suggests that personal circumstances do not significantly limit participation in
content creation. Interestingly, 12 out of the 18 individuals have active YouTube channels, indicating a strong
inclination toward leveraging digital platforms for sharing personal experiences, travel narratives, cultural
insights, and earn income (Youtube payment and building a business).

Content-wise, the YouTubers tend to focus on themes related to travel, lifestyle, and cultural exploration, often
reflecting their personal backgrounds and experiences abroad. Channels like “Turkish Family in Argentina” and
“Voices Faces Roads” highlight cross-cultural narratives, while others like “Fatih Snatcher” and “Mert Aktas
Travel” emphasize adventure and travel content. The prevalence of married couples running channels together
(e.g., Tarik and Hulya) suggests that content creation can also be a shared family activity, while single creators
often focus on solo travel and personal development. This blend of personal storytelling and cultural exploration
likely appeals to audiences seeking authentic, relatable content that bridges diverse cultural contexts. These
YouTubers are extremely important in decision-making since everyone who recorded videos (as YouTubers or
for hobby purposes) stated that they exclusively watched the previously uploaded videos before migrating to
Argentina (table 1). | provided the URL link to YouTube videos.
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Upper . Turkish family in Argentina https://www.youtube.
Tank Middle Married Male com/@Ariantindeturkailesi
" Upper . Turkish family in Argentina https://www.youtube.
Halya Middle Married Male com/@Ariantindeturkailesi
. . If not, we’ll be back https://www.youtube.com/@
Ali Young Single Male Olmazsadoneriz
. If not, we’ll be back https:/www.youtube.com/@
Cansu Young Single Female Olmazsadoneriz
Deniz Young Single Female Dancer
Mehmet Middle Married Male Technician
Long-term
relationship
Mert Young with an Male Bookmarker
Argentine
Goktug Young Single Male Traveller https://www.youtube.com/@goktugsran
. ) Office
Sinan Young Married Male worker
. Office
Gamze Young Married Female worker
) What will happen now?
Berkean Young Married Male https://www.youtube.com/@nolacaksimdi
. . What will happen now?
Deniz Young Married Female https://www.youtube.com/@nolacaksimdi
Deniz's Upper Widowed |  Female Retired
mother Middle
) ) Voices Faces Roads
Goknhan Young Married Male https://www.youtube.com/@sesleryuzleryollar
. travel https://www.youtube.com/@
Mert Young Single Male MertAktasTravel
) . Fatih Snatcher
Fatih Young Single Male https://www.youtube.com/@ifkoparan
) Tell Me a City, Dad
0zglir Young Widowed Male https://www.youtube.com/c/
BanaBir%C5%9EehirAnlatBaba
Sezer Young Single Male Sezer Fugitive https://www.youtube.com/@

sezery%C4%Blimaz2
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Findings

Low cost/benefit ratio

The most remarkable issue is the low cost/benefit, which implies that the advantages involved in migrating from
one country to another outweigh the risks of making that move. This could indicate that the perceived benefits
of migration, such as improved living conditions, are substantial enough to justify the challenges or difficulties
associated with the process. Indeed, Argentina offers a great deal of benefits in terms of the cost of living.

In Argentina, the cost of living is relatively affordable, especially compared to many developed countries.
Besides affordable and delicious gastronomy, a well-organized city infrastructure, a rich entertainment scene,
and elegant European architecture all contribute to an appealing lifestyle for migrants. Moreover, the spoken
Spanish language adds to the ease of integration and communication for newcomers.

While Argentina may have limited economic opportunities, the lower cost of living allows individuals, especially
singles, to maintain a decent quality of life with a threshold spending of approximately 500 USD. This makes
the country an attractive destination for those seeking to improve their lifestyle without incurring significant
financial burdens.

Affordable cost of living

Comparing the prices in the migrated country and the prices in the country of origin can provide individuals with
a useful reference point to assess the affordability and potential benefits of relocating to a different location. By
considering factors like housing costs, transportation expenses, healthcare, groceries, and other essential goods
and services, individuals can determine if the migration destination offers a more affordable or costlier living
environment compared to their current home. As Hiilya observed, “It is 50% cheaper than the prices in Turkey,”
underscoring how such comparisons can reveal substantial differences in affordability.

Additionally, evaluating transportation costs, such as the price of taxis or public transit, can further illuminate
the economic appeal of a destination. Fatih shared his experience, noting, “Argentina offers a quality of life at
a low cost of living; | paid only 3 dollars for a 20-minute taxi ride.” Such examples illustrate how relocating to
a place with lower living expenses can help individuals maintain their desired lifestyle, save money, or even
improve their financial situation by benefiting from reduced costs or enhanced job opportunities.

Affordable food options, especially meat, are crucial for individuals and families with limited financial resources,
as meat has become a luxury product in Turkey. Access to affordable meat ensures a varied and balanced diet
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without placing excessive strain on the budget, which can enhance financial stability, reduce stress related to
food costs, and provide adequate nutrition for individuals and families, positively influencing their overall quality
of life. Goktug highlighted the affordability elsewhere, stating, “Market prices are very affordable compared to
Turkey:; meat is 2 dollars a kilo, and a bottle of wine is Tdollar.” Further illustrating the stark contrast, Berk noted,
“To understand the difference in cost with Turkey, you can eat meat for one-tenth, chicken for one-twentieth, in
a restaurant where you can consume unlimited meat for $12 per person, while in Turkey, fast food chains such
as McDonald’s and Burger King offer the menu for close to $10.” These comparisons emphasize how migration
to a destination with lower food prices can contribute to a higher quality of life by offering affordable access to
essential dietary items.

Eating out, especially when it comes to beverages, and participating in entertainment or social activities have
become increasingly expensive in Turkey. For many, these activities are now difficult to afford. Gamze provides a
telling example: “A couple earning 1,000 dollars in Turkey pays 75 dollars to eat out, meaning that one-fifteenth
of their salary goes away, whereas here it costs very little.” Cansu also shared her experience, noting, “I drank
4 margaritas and ate a plate of tacos, getting drunk for 52 TL, which | couldn’t have done in Turkey—it would
have cost 500 TL.” These examples highlight how migrating to a country with more affordable dining and leisure
options can significantly enhance one’s quality of life by making social activities accessible without straining the
budget. This affordability allows individuals to enjoy social interactions and entertainment while maintaining
financial stability.

Retired individuals often prioritize affordability when choosing a place to live, as many retirees depend on
fixed incomes, such as pensions, retirement savings, or social security benefits. Ensuring their limited financial
resources cover daily living expenses, healthcare, and other necessities throughout their retirement years
becomes essential. Tarik explained their choice, stating, “We chose Argentina because it is a place where we
can live comfortably for 250,000 pesos, which is the equivalent of our pensions of 12,000 TL abroad. Even
renting a house in Turkey for 12,000 TL, which matches my pension, makes it difficult to survive. After we
retired, we wanted to live somewhere other than Turkey, and our first choice was Argentina because Europe is
expensive.” However, the decision to relocate for retirees is not always easy. As Cansu shared, “It would be hard
for retired couples to leave their grandchildren and families, but | would like to come to Argentina for six months
to experience a different country and get a spacious room in a central location for 200 dollars.” Ali also added
insight, stating, “A person with the lowest pension in Turkey, equivalent to 370 dollars, cannot make a living
in Buenos Aires, but if he is married, he can live comfortably on the pension of both of them.” Living within a
specific budget provides a sense of financial stability. Participants suggest that singles can live on around 600
USD and couples on approximately 1,200 USD in Buenos Aires under certain conditions. Managing to live within
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these budgets indicates that individuals or couples can find affordable housing, cover day-to-day expenses, and
maintain a reasonable standard of living. Tarik noted, “For a decent living for two people, you need 1,100 USD
per month.” Gamze added her perspective: “As a couple, you can stay in a shared house for 600 dollars, travel,
eat out three days a week, and do whatever you want as long as it is not too expensive.” Berk further explained
the breakdown of expenses: “Rents of houses are 500 dollars and of rooms 200 dollars, your grocery shopping
is 150-200 dollars, and even if you have private insurance, you can live comfortably for 1,000 dollars as a couple,
especially if your pension matches this amount.” However, if a couple stretches their budget slightly beyond
1,000 USD, they can significantly enhance their quality of life. Cansu shared, “You can live ‘a super life’ in this
city for six months for 10 thousand dollars (1,500 dollars a month) for two people.” Similarly, Gamze added, “As
a couple, you can live comfortably in a separate house for 1,200 dollars without cutting down on food and drink.”
Argentina has experienced significant currency fluctuations and high inflation rates in recent years. In such
circumstances, earning income in a stable foreign currency like the US dollar can provide financial stability and
protection against currency devaluation. Sezer remarked, “If you have dollars, you can buy anything; you can
consider yourself rich.” Fatih elaborated on the benefits, explaining, “If you have dollars, life in Argentina is very
good—dolce vita—because you get double the exchange rate against the dollars you carry in cash, not on credit
cards.” In terms of business opportunities, Berk noted, “Brazil is better than Argentina for starting a business,
but if you have a house in Turkey and an income of 1,000-1,500 USD, Buenos Aires is the best city to choose.” He
added, “Argentina is a very sweet and livable city for someone who likes Europe, earns dollars, drinks at the bar
on the weekend, eats at restaurants, and manages their online business during the weekdays.”

Quality of life

Quality of life matters because it encompasses the fundamental aspects contributing to individuals’ happiness,
well-being, and overall satisfaction. It is a reflection of the opportunities, resources, and conditions that allow
individuals to lead fulfilling and meaningful lives.

Gastronomy is deeply connected to cultural traditions and experiences. Exploring different cuisines and savoring
diverse culinary offerings can deepen one’s understanding and appreciation of various cultures. It offers the
chance to immerse oneself in local traditions, flavors, and culinary heritage, enriching one’s quality of life. Food
is a fundamental source of human enjoyment and pleasure. Access to a wide variety of flavors, ingredients,
and culinary experiences can spark joy and enhance overall well-being. Sharing meals with loved ones, trying
new dishes, and enjoying different tastes create memorable and pleasurable moments. Fatih emphasized the
centrality of food in Argentina’s culture: “The food culture is based on meat, and it is incredibly delicious. You
can come to Argentina just to eat this meat.” Similarly, Mehmet expressed his admiration for the city’s food and
atmosphere, stating, “Buenos Aires is a very beautiful city; | fell in love with the city. It is a free city, the people
are happy, and | ate meat and drank beer like an animal.”
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Civilized behavior promotes social cohesion and harmonious interactions within communities. It involves
treating others with respect, empathy, and kindness. When individuals engage in such behavior, they help create
a positive and supportive social environment, fostering stronger relationships and a sense of community. Berk
shared a personal experience, stating, “They treat my pregnant wife very well and give her a seat on the bus and
support her every time.” Hiilya added, “We were energized by the smiling and calmness of the people here.”

Traffic congestion is a significant issue in large cities in Turkey. Reduced congestion not only means less time
spent in traffic jams and delays but also allows individuals to use their time more efficiently. Heavy traffic is a
common source of stress, leading to frustration, impatience, and elevated stress levels. Furthermore, congestion
negatively impacts economic productivity by causing wasted time, increased fuel consumption, and inefficiencies
in transportation and logistics. Ali highlighted the differences, noting, “The roads are wide and flat, suitable for
bicycles; there are no traffic jams, you can do sports, and the bicycles belonging to the municipality are free
of charge.” He also emphasized the overall livability of Buenos Aires: “A livable city where there is no social
pressure, where there are smiling people, where there are no traffic jams, and where people are not in a hurry.”
Cansu added, “In Buenos Aires, there is not a crowded and complicated public transportation system with long
waiting times like in Istanbul. Your bus arrives within 3 minutes, and you can reach anywhere with a transfer
for a very cheap ticket of 2.5 TL.” Ali further expressed his love for the city: “Everywhere you come across cute
cafes in charming neighborhoods. | am very happy to live calmly with an incredible bus system—people fall in
love with this city.”

Cultural and entertainment activities foster personal growth, social engagement, and mental well-being while
promoting diversity and enhancing the local economy. They provide opportunities for individuals to explore,
learn, connect, and enjoy the richness of human expression, ultimately enriching their quality of life. Goktug
observed, “Although Argentines have no money, they know how to have fun, and they are very friendly.” Gokhan
added, “There is a festival culture—they are always having fun, drinking, and marijuana is free.” Berk highlighted
the vibrant nightlife, noting, “They love to have fun; the cafes are open until the morning, and then they go to
work as if nothing had happened.” Ozgiir echoed this sentiment: “I love it here because, in Brazil, you can’t find
anyone on the street after midnight; everything is closed, whereas here the streets are ablaze, even the markets
are open 24 hours a day.” He also encouraged his friends to experience this lifestyle: “Rent out your house in
Turkey and live your life in Argentina; you can go to places, watch the theatre, and eat meat every day for free
compared to Turkey.” Fatih emphasized Argentina’s cultural depth: “The chess tournament in the middle of the
bar is amazing.” He further noted, “They are very advanced in culture, art, and architecture. Maybe they are not
rich, but they have high standards—they don’t say, ‘Let’s build a building on empty land,” they make good use
of it.
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Freedom empowers individuals by enabling personal expression, protecting rights and liberties, fostering
economic opportunities, ensuring fairness, and promoting personal security and safety. It allows people to lead
fulfilling, meaningful lives, contributing to the overall well-being and happiness of individuals and communities.
Ali highlighted Argentina’s openness toward marginalized communities, noting, “In 2010, America became the
first country to allow LGBT marriage, and here there are many homosexuals who are not judged in society.”
Cansu added, “There is freedom in everything, including freedom of thought.” Ali also pointed out, “Up to 8
stems of cannabis are free to use on your own, provided you don’t trade or organize.” Mert emphasized how
personal freedoms influenced his attraction to Argentina: “In Turkey, they interfere with your lifestyle in every
aspect, including meat and alcohol, but the freedom in Argentina is what attracts me here.” He further reflected,
“I ask my 20-year-old friends in Turkey: can you have fun like these young people?”

A social state plays a crucial role in providing a safety net, promoting equality and social justice, ensuring
access to essential services, supporting health and well-being, investing in education and skill development,
prioritizing work-life balance, and fostering social cohesion. It creates a society where individuals have the
support and opportunities needed to lead fulfilling and meaningful lives. Ali highlighted Argentina’s inclusive
approach: “Argentina, as a social state, accepts everyone who considers Argentina their homeland.” Cansu noted
a striking contrast with other countries, saying, “I've never seen as many homeless people in Argentina as in the
USA.” Mert emphasized the accessibility of healthcare: “If you work, you are insured, and even if you come with
a tourist visa, state hospitals are free for the first six months.” Hilya shared her positive experience with the
health system: “I went to the nearby clinic 4-5 times. They were interested, spoke a little English, and gave me
only one medicine instead of a bag full, but it was good.”

Education is also highly accessible; as Tarik pointed out, “You can enrol your children immediately.” Berk added,
“Universities are free after obtaining a work permit, but without a work permit, they charge between 5-15
thousand dollars.” Gamze shared another aspect of the healthcare system: “When you go to the state hospital,
no one asks for your ID card, and if you don’t have money for medicine, there is a pharmacy inside the hospital
where you can get your medicine.” Seda emphasized the importance of these services for families, saying, “It is
a good place to raise children because Argentina is a welfare state, so education and health are free.”

Preserving nature within cities provides numerous benefits for quality of life, including improved physical and
mental health, access to green spaces, biodiversity conservation, climate resilience, cultural and educational
value, and enhanced aesthetics. Integrating nature into urban environments fosters sustainable, resilient, and
enjoyable cities where residents can live, work, and thrive. Cansu highlighted Argentina’s abundance of green
spaces, saying, “l am a lover of Argentina; every street is green, and there is a park at the end of the road. On
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Friday afternoons, people do sports and take lessons from a yoga instructor at a very affordable price.” Gokhan
added, “One of the reasons we settled in Argentina was the longing for nature that we experienced in Istanbul.”
Sezer also emphasized the greenery, noting, “The streets are green everywhere, and every shade of green can
be seen.” Fatih shared his personal experience with nature in Buenos Aires: “Buenos Aires is an amazing city
because every road leads to a park and a statue. The front of my house in Buenos Aires is a park, and | enjoy the
sea, the wonderful climate, and the nature of Latin America.”

An organized city promotes efficiency, safety, cleanliness, public health, community engagement, and
environmental sustainability. It ensures residents have access to essential services, creates a sense of order
and security, fosters social interaction, and contributes to a more livable and enjoyable urban environment.
Tarik noted the contrast with Istanbul: “Compared to Istanbul, Buenos Aires is much more organized. The
nature is unspoiled, so | don’t experience the congestion that | do in Istanbul.” Ali expressed his sense of relief,
stating, “It felt extremely good to leave the chaos of Istanbul, and | found peace.” He further reflected, “Buenos
Aires, despite being a city of 12 million people, has preserved order and maintained the city’s essence through
economic hardship and coups, while we have destroyed Ottoman heritage architecture.” Hillya emphasized the
cultural aspects of organization, explaining, “People are very calm, they have delicate rules, their system is very
good, and those coming from Turkey should not spoil it.” Deniz’s mother shared her personal experience, saying,
“I retired and came for the birth of my daughter... we came to Buenos Aires for civilization, the Paris of Latin
America.”

Concerns about high crime rates in South America are prevalent, as the region faces various challenges related
to theft, robbery, drug-related crimes, and violent incidents. Countries like Brazil, Venezuela, and Colombia have
struggled with crime in some of their major cities, impacting both residents and travellers. In this context, it is
essential to be cautious and aware of one’s surroundings to ensure safety. Travellers are often advised to avoid
poorly lit areas, refrain from displaying valuable items openly, and stay vigilant in crowded places. Despite
these challenges, not all areas in South America are unsafe. Many cities and regions, particularly in countries
like Chile, Uruguay, and Argentina, are generally considered safer for both locals and tourists. Tarik shared, “Our
first choice in South America was Brazil, but after watching YouTubers’ videos, we realized that the crime rate
was high, so we gave up even though we had started studying Portuguese.” Berk added his perspective, saying,
“I have witnessed a safe robbery incident outside of urban and very touristic areas, but | have not heard of any
robbery stories involving threats or violence.” He further noted, “Argentina is safer than Brazil but less safe than
Turkey; however, in general, it is a comfortable place to live.”
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In Turkey, there is a significant emphasis on luxury and material possessions within certain segments of
society. The desire for luxury permeates various aspects of life, including fashion, cars, homes, and lifestyle
choices. Luxury is often associated with success, social status, and prestige. Many people in Turkey value luxury
brands and high-end products, aspiring to own items such as designer clothing, luxury watches, and expensive
accessories as symbols of wealth and achievement. This pursuit extends beyond material goods to experiences,
such as dining at upscale restaurants, staying in luxury hotels, and travelling to exotic destinations. The desire
for luxury is not confined to the wealthy elite—it is also present among the middle class and even some lower-
income groups, who may strive to own luxury items and indulge in high-end experiences to elevate their social
status and boost self-esteem.

In contrast, Argentina embraces a different perspective on personal expression. Hulya explained, “Argentinian
people around us are suspicious of those who dress in luxury; they feel inferior and avoid engaging in dialogue,
thinking you are not one of them.” Tarik added, “One cannot adapt to Argentina without understanding that
luxury is valued in Turkey but notin Argentina.” Ali further emphasized this difference: “It shows that in Argentina,
you can be stylish without wearing a brand.” Sinan shared his observations about the cultural attitude toward
luxury: “People here don’t care about luxury and vanity and believe spending money on it is wasteful rather
than improving oneself—they even see you as a slave of capitalism.” Gokhan noted the individuality expressed
in personal style, albeit in unconventional ways: “Every person we see on the street has an aesthetic and style
problem in their hairstyle, piercing, and accessories.”

As seen in Turkey, architectural and population similarities to Europe can create a sense of cultural
connection and familiarity for individuals with European roots or those who appreciate European culture.
This connection enhances cultural diversity and fosters opportunities for cross-cultural exchanges, celebrations,
and the appreciation of European traditions. A familiar cultural context can enhance a sense of belonging and
contribute to a higher quality of life for individuals who value European influences. Cansu observed, “This place
is more like Europe than Latin America—you can feel like you are in Barcelona.” She further noted, “After Italy,
Argentina has the highest Italian population.” Ali added historical context: “In the 1900s, Italians fleeing the
economic depression settled in Argentina, making up 36% of the population, hence the delicious ice cream and
pizzas.” Berk highlighted the architectural connection, saying, “This is the Europe of Latin America; you feel like
you are in a European city, and in this respect, it is close to Turkish culture and architecture.” Fatih reflected on
cultural integration, noting, “The meeting of European migrants and locals offers a unique experience.” Goktug
shared his preference, stating, “Among the Latin American countries, | like Buenos Aires the most. It has become
a European country with immigration from Europe, similar to Turkey.”
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Exit from Turkey

‘Political, Social and Psychological Bottlenecks

Moving abroad offers Turkish individuals an opportunity to reduce stress by distancing themselves from political
and social disputes in their home country (Tuygan, 2023). Relocating to a country with a more stable political
and social environment can provide a sense of security and peace of mind, freeing individuals from the stress
and uncertainty associated with political conflicts and allowing them to focus on personal and professional
pursuits.

Hilya explained, “We didn’t leave because we hated our country but because we were tired of the troubles and
fights around us and in the news.” Similarly, she reflected, “Although we love our country, we left so that our
grandchildren can live in peace, away from turmoil, fighting, politics, and polemics.” Cansu shared a personal
story: “When Ali and | were at our lowest point in Istanbul, instead of spending money on psychologists, we set
off for this trip and this city with the encouragement of my mother.” Mert emphasized the contrast between
Turkey’s tense atmosphere and Argentina’s positive environment: “Especially as a person coming from Turkey,
| know the tension, unhappiness, pessimism, and internal fights of people in Turkey, so | am extra happy to see
the happiness of people in Argentina.” Tarik reflected on the complexity of leaving, saying, “l don’t want to enter
into polemics on the homeland because | don’t think you love my homeland as much as | do after working in it
for 30 years; | suggest you take off your blinders and put on your world glasses.” He also added, “When coming
to a country, it is important to think about why you are coming: Peace, money, or something else? Argentina
is very good in terms of peace of mind.” Sinan shared his reasons for leaving Turkey: “We had taken over the
management of a café in Istanbul. Then the bombs exploded, my business collapsed, and the coup attempt
happened. We realized we could no longer continue, and we decided to travel the world for a few years.” Merve
expressed her outlook bluntly: “I don’t see a future in Turkey.”

Monotonous life

In Turkey, many retirees and middle-income individuals spend much of their time in coffeehouses and watching
TV series (Sener et al., 2007, pp.30-36), leading to a monotonous and routine life. However, in Buenos Aires, they
have the opportunity to break away from this routine and explore new possibilities. Migration offers individuals
the chance to seek personal and professional growth, break free from routine, and embrace new experiences and
challenges. This pursuit can foster fulfilment, a sense of achievement, and personal development. Hiilya shared,
“After living in Turkey for 50 years, we decided to spend the rest of our lives getting to know other countries
instead of getting bored watching TV series.”
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Similarly, Tarik explained, “After retiring, we decided to travel the world for a new country and a new life.” Ozgur
highlighted Argentina’s vibrant cultural scene: “Don’t think that what you see on this street is a pavilion; they
are all show centers, artistic spaces—everywhere is full of them. Can there be another country that loves art
so much?” Cansu reflected on how Argentina offers meaningful activities for retirees: “If | came as a retiree, |
would take very affordable tango lessons in Argentina for 10-15 dollars a month, engage in sports activities, go
to the seaside just 2-3 hours away, and rent a house for 300-350 dollars outside the city. Thanks to the cheap
transportation network, | would explore the city, the country, and even neighboring countries like Brazil and
Uruguay.” Ali added, “As a retiree, | would especially learn Spanish—not only to engage more in social life but
also as the best exercise for brain health.” Hiillya emphasized the need for a mindset shift, saying, “I think the
world is ours. We need to research the places where we want to settle, break the thought patterns, and get out
of our shells.” Tarik echoed her sentiment: “We need to get rid of the stereotypes and pressures in Turkey. We’ve
lived in our country and seen that this world exists for all of us. We need to change our thinking; God didn’t
create us to spend our entire lives in our village and finish it there.”

Visa-free access, residency, citizenship

The Turkish passport allows visa-free entry to nearly all countries in Central and South America. Visa-free
access eliminates the need for time-consuming and complex visa applications, sparing travellers from gathering
documents, submitting applications, and waiting for approval. This convenience simplifies travel planning and
logistics, enabling individuals to explore new destinations more easily. Ali shared his experience: “You came to
Argentina for 3 months visa-free, then stayed for another 3 months without leaving the country. There’s also
the option to extend your stay beyond 6 months by paying a penalty of 60-100 dollars.” Hulya highlighted the
importance of choosing visa-free countries: “Among the countries | chose in the world, there were those with
strong social rights that did not require a visa.” In addition to visa-free travel, the ability to obtain a residence
permit easily is essential, as it ensures individuals can legally reside in a country and comply with immigration
laws. This allows for a long-term presence for purposes such as work, study, or family reunification. Hllya noted,
“If you have an income in Turkey, you can get a residence permit without any problems.” Fatih also emphasized
Argentina’s accessibility, stating, “It is an easy country to get a residence visa.” Deniz shared a strategy for
securing citizenship: “Parents can become citizens after 1 year in Brazil and 2 years in Argentina, so we moved
to a small Brazilian town close to Argentina to shorten the time.”

After obtaining residency, individuals can apply for naturalization after 2-3 years. Citizenship grants legal

rights and protections within a country, ensuring individuals have access to the full range of rights and benefits
afforded to citizens, including the right to vote, run for public office, and utilize social services. Ali emphasized

78



IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 63-93 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

the strength of the Argentine passport: “The reason why its passport is so strong is that its population is made
up of Spaniards and Italians. You can even enter the UK without a visa with an Argentine passport.” He explained
the naturalization process further: “After 2 years of residence, you can apply for citizenship. It takes about 2
years to complete the application due to heavy bureaucracy—come from Turkey, improve your language, stay 4
years, get a passport, and leave if you want.” Deniz highlighted the importance of a second passport for Turks:
“The Argentine passport allows visa-free travel to Canada, the UK, and Schengen countries.” He also shared his
family’s decision: “We wanted to give birth abroad, but the visa for giving birth in the USA was too expensive,
so we decided on Argentina.”

On the Road

In this section, we explore the obstacles people face during their journey abroad. Leaving Turkey was an
emotional experience for many. Hulya shared, “It was not easy for us to distribute our furniture, which also has
sentimental value, and to pack our suitcases, but finally, we entrusted our home to a couple we knew.”

The cost of expensive airline tickets can place a significant financial burden on individuals or families considering
migration. Berk noted, “Flight tickets are 17 thousand Turkish lira—around 1,000 USD—we are very sad, but there
is nothing to do.” Ali added, “Travel costs a lot of money, so you need to save in advance. Recently, a friend of
mine found a 1,000 USD plane ticket, and | said to buy it immediately.” Sezer Firar highlighted the economic
challenges locals face, saying, “You can fly to Brazil cheaply, but Argentinians cannot afford to go to Europe due
to the economic situation. A good salary here is around 425 dollars, and the minimum wage is between 150-200
dollars.”

Crossing international borders and transporting personal belongings can also be challenging. Customs
regulations, documentation requirements, and language barriers create anxiety. Hillya recounted, “Coming from
Turkey, we worried about problems with the border police while bringing steel pans, teapots, coffee pots, tea,
coffee, spices, pomegranate syrup, raki, etc., in six suitcases weighing 23 kilos each, thinking we wouldn’t find
good quality here.” Ali added, “Raki—a traditional alcoholic beverage—is always welcome.”

There are also concerns about planning for a return trip. Tarik explained, “We didn’t buy a return ticket, but we
made a return reservation because they might ask at the airport, or we might not like Argentina.” Ali shared a
precautionary approach: “As there were friends who were turned away for not having a return ticket, we took a
flexible return ticket to be safe since we didn’t know when we’d return.”

79



IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 63-93 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

The cost of everyday items in Argentina also adds pressure. Cansu noted, “Bed linen products are so expensive—
one set costs 6,000 TL. [ am looking for someone to come from Turkey soon.”

Long journeys can take a toll on physical and mental well-being. Fatigue from extended periods of sitting,
disrupted sleep, and jet lag are common issues. Hillya described her experience: “After we got off the plane, we
were jetlagged. Our heads were swollen, numb, and tired—we couldn’t even remember our names.”

Challenges in the initial settlement in Argentina

Accommodation

Accommodation in Buenos Aires presents various challenges, including finding suitable homes, securing
affordable prices, navigating regulations, and managing utilities. As a popular destination for both tourists and
expatriates, Buenos Aires experiences high demand for housing, especially during peak tourist seasons. The
rise of short-term rental platforms, such as Airbnb, has further impacted the long-term rental market, as many
property owners prefer renting to tourists, reducing the availability of long-term options.

Sinan shared his experience with frequent moves: “Our 13th house in 5 years, but while we changed frequently
in the first two years, the intervals decreased over time.” Cansu added, “If you can arrange your flight and
accommodation, the rest is easier than surviving in Turkey.”

While long-term rentals can be scarce, Fatih mentioned, “If you rent the houses in the long term, you can find
wonderful homes between 150-1,000 dollars.” Berk highlighted how student housing impacts the market: “This
is a student city. The universities are high quality and affordable, but when 3-4 students rent together, the rents
goup.”

Renting a property can also involve complex legal procedures, particularly for foreigners. Tarik explained the
local rental practice: “Two people residing in Buenos Aires must act as guarantors. The reason for requiring a
guarantor is that they don’t know how to fight or shout; they don’t want chaos.”

Utilities also present challenges. Berk reflected on the cultural history: “In the old days, nobody had a washing
machine in their house because the rich people did their laundry outside.” Hilya further explained, “Dishwashers

and washing machines are considered luxuries and are not available in houses, not even in Airbnb rentals.”

These challenges reflect the complexity of securing housing in Buenos Aires, from limited availability and rising
rents to cultural differences in utilities and household appliances. However, despite these obstacles, long-
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term planning and adjusting to local practices can help residents navigate these difficulties and find suitable
accommodations.

Family and friends

Leaving behind family, friends, and the comforts of home can be emotionally challenging for those relocating
abroad. Being far from loved ones and familiar surroundings can create feelings of isolation and homesickness.
The high cost of airfare and the length of the journey add additional barriers, making it difficult to visit the home
country regularly.

Mert expressed the emotional toll of the distance: “For 5 years, | can’t go to Turkey.” Gamze shared, “I've been
able to go twice in the last 7 years,” adding, “I miss my mom and my friends.” Tarik reflected on the geographical
challenge: “We say ‘the other side of the world” as an expression—Argentina truly is the other side of the world,
15,000 kilometres away.”

Cultural and Language Differences

Moving to a country with different cultural norms, customs, and languages can present significant challenges.
Adapting to a new culture, learning a new language, and understanding local customs requires openness,
flexibility, and a willingness to learn. It can take time and effort to adjust to a new way of life. Language barriers
are often one of the most significant hurdles. Communication difficulties can complicate everyday interactions,
make it harder to build relationships, and limit access to services. Learning the local language is essential
for navigating daily life and integrating into society, though it can be a slow and challenging process. Sinan
emphasized the importance of language in cultural immersion: “Spanish is a must to learn the culture in order
to communicate. Before learning Spanish, we saw life in 2D, and after learning it, it became 3D—you cannot live
without knowing Spanish.” Hilya shared her humorous experience with language barriers: “It would be very
good if you know enough Spanish to express yourself, as they don’t speak English. Otherwise, you’ll end up
imitating chicken sounds to buy eggs at the market like we did.” Mert reflected on his personal struggle with
language learning: “I learned Spanish late because my job is in English, and I'm shy to speak it, but it is essential
to enjoy life here.”

Distinct food cultures

Food is an essential aspect of daily life, and the availability of diverse, nutritious, and culturally suitable food
options can greatly influence an individual’s quality of life. When a country’s food culture differs significantly
from a migrant’s preferences and dietary habits, it can lead to dissatisfaction and reduce their sense of well-
being, potentially prompting them to consider relocating to a place with a more compatible food culture.
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Tarik noted the cultural differences around breakfast: “Since there is no breakfast culture in Argentina, they
are surprised by our rich and varied breakfast.” Hilya shared her negative experience with a local dish: “In
Argentina, they make a dish with blood sausage. | tasted it a little, and my psychology deteriorated—it’s sold in
black color in the markets, do not buy it.” She also reflected on the challenge of finding familiar flavors abroad:
“Our food has a taste, a flavor, an aroma of our culture. Although we try to find something close in Chinese and
Arab shops, it never quite matches the flavor of our own cuisine.”

Ali remarked on the cultural differences in dining habits: “I was surprised that they eat dinner very late in the
evening and that they have scones at night, as is the custom in Britain.”

Financing

Moving to a new country involves significant financial considerations, including relocation costs, housing, living
expenses, and potentially supporting family members. Adjusting to a new cost-of-living standard and managing
finances in a different currency can be challenging, especially during the initial stages of settling in a new
environment.

Tarik emphasized the need for financial preparation: “Even when moving from one city to another, savings
are required, but when changing continents, travel and transportation costs are essential.” Sinan shared his
experience, saying, “Even though it’s not as much as we wanted, we came with 6,000 dollars from the gold we
collected at the wedding.”

Hllya added, “Savings are necessary for the first move, but you can live on a pension of 12 thousand TL, and you
can also take on side jobs, even work as a craftsman.”

People may fear getting ripped off in Buenos Aires due to concerns about scams, fraud, and dishonest practices
that can occur in certain situations. Like any major city, Buenos Aires has its share of petty theft and opportunistic
scams that target both tourists and locals.

Airport Scams: Tarik shared his experience: “At the exit of the airport, we were worried about being ripped off
when the taxi we expected to cost 10 dollars asked for 50 dollars. We started to bargain, but it turned out that
there were two airports, and we landed at the more distant one.”

Car Fraud: He added, “In Argentina, like in Turkey, there is fraud. The license plate and chassis number of the car
we thought about buying didn’t match.”

82



IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 63-93 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

Taxi Scams: Berk warned, “If you don’t negotiate with taxi drivers upfront, you can get ripped off because they
might charge per piece.”

Exchange Issues: Fatih described his encounter at a currency exchange: “I exchanged money, and he gave me
fewer pesos than he should have. | got my money back by threatening to go to the Turkish embassy. If you're
not alert, you’ll get robbed.”

House Purchase and Rental Scams: Tarik advised against remote payments: “If you like a house priced at 10,000
dollars from Turkey, don’t send a deposit. See the house in person, make your agreement, and pay at the notary
public.” Sinan recounted his rental experience: “The house we rented on Airbnb for cheap accommodation in
Argentina turned out to be fake, but luckily, we were able to stay at our friend’s boyfriend’s aunt’s house during
the sale period.”

Despite these challenges, Tarik pointed out that Turks may have an advantage: “As in Turkey, scams are
widespread, but people from Turkey are used to such issues.”

Sluggish and low-quality service sector

Individuals who experience sluggish or low-quality service often feel dissatisfied with their overall experience.
This can lead to frustration, disappointment, and negative perceptions of the service provider. Slow or inefficient
service can waste time and effort, with long waits, delays, and errors causing frustration and reducing productivity.
For those relying on services for important or time-sensitive needs, dealing with sluggish service can also cause
stress and anxiety.

Cansu shared her frustration: “The most negative situation | encountered in Argentina was waiting for half an
hour in front of the checkout at the supermarket—they are so relaxed, and the rights of employees are strong.”
Tarik commented on the automotive industry: “l don’t like the quality of Argentine auto mechanics; they don’t fit
the parts correctly; even the worst mechanic in Turkey does it better.” He also noted issues in the tourism sector:
“Argentina has great tourism potential with its nature and architecture, but the quality of touristic facilities is
very low. | found the pictures on the internet deceptive.”

Berkcan observed, “Because of the slowness of the service sector here if you are fast, you can earn a lot.” He

also expressed frustration with real estate services: “I am constantly writing to the realtor, but they are slow to
respond—people here are very comfortable and lazy; they don’t seem to want to earn money.” Berk highlighted
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the unusual working habits of some businesses: “There is a man who has a restaurant; he opens at 7 o’clock and
closes at 9 o’clock—he just makes enough for his expenses. They have strange working hours and are fond of
their pleasure.” He further added, “People are lazy here; | went to the café, and the waiters never came near me,
even when | made eye contact. Orders are always delivered late.”

Ali also reflected on the service sector: “Except for the slowness of renovations, I've never seen anything bad in
Argentina.”

Limited job opportunities

Finding employment in a new country can be challenging due to unfamiliar job markets, different professional
requirements, and competition from local candidates. Additionally, salaries in Argentina are relatively low.
Acquiring recognition for foreign qualifications and adapting to new work cultures can also be hurdles. Building
a new professional network and establishing oneself in a new career path requires persistence, networking, and
adaptability.

Sinan explained, “Argentina is not a capitalist society where you can easily find a job and earn a high salary.”
GOkhan echoed this: “In Argentina, job opportunities are limited, and salaries are low.”

Challenges in Doing Business

Argentina’s economic instability—marked by high inflation, currency devaluation, and fiscal deficits—makes
future planning difficult and impacts profitability. Ali pointed out, “There are difficulties in doing business in
Argentina—high taxes, a weak economy, and big brands not entering the market.” He added, “It’s difficult to
make money here; people are poor, but not too poor—they are happy.”

Mert shared the challenges of entrepreneurship, saying, “I try to get by selling bracelets, but due to the economic
crisis, purchasing power is low, and no one buys anything. If you come here, you need to save money.” Ozgiir
reflected, “When | say you don’t do business, | mean business can be done, but you won’t become a king.”

Fatih provided insight into Argentina’s economic dynamics: “In Argentina if you go to sleep for a few days and
wake up, you’ll see that many things have changed. But if you sleep for 10 years and wake up, you'll realize
nothing has really changed. In the long run, no matter what is done, things stay the same.”

Personal Economic Survival

The dedication of early settlers in Argentina is marked by perseverance and sacrifices to make a living and avoid
returning to Turkey. Gamze shared, “Although | didn’t speak Spanish, | made salt cakes and sold them in the
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park. | also delivered food to shopkeepers, and that’s how | learned the trade.” Sinan added, “I work in a doner
shop and for a company that sells tours to Turks and Americans.”

Gamze highlighted the importance of frugality: “To resist and avoid returning to Turkey, we didn’t spend anything
except on groceries, vet expenses, and rent.” However, the uncertainties of survival are ever-present. Cansu
expressed her concerns: “In Argentina, we are uncertain whether we will be able to pay our rent, find a job, go
to language classes—in other words, whether we will be able to survive.”

Foreign Companies and Unique Skills

Opportunities for earning a high salary in Argentina are more likely in international companies, as relatively few
Argentinians speak English fluently or in roles that require unique skills not readily found in the local workforce.
Sinan noted, “Here, we have a chance to find work in global companies since Argentinians have poor English.”

Gamze highlighted another skill gap: “Here | made two short films because they have weak acting skills, and
| made good money.” However, such opportunities are limited, creating challenges for newcomers trying to
establish careers. Early settlers expressed frustration and uncertainty while waiting for recruitment, often
contemplating returning to Turkey due to job instability and difficulties adapting to a new work environment.
Sinan shared his experience: “While | was waiting for the American manager to arrive at the foreign company, |
was going insane and saying that | would return to Turkey.”

Expensive Items:

While Argentina is generally cheaper than Turkey, certain items, such as clothing and kitchen equipment, are
more expensive. Berk pointed out, “Clothing is very expensive here. What | buy for 30-40 liras in Turkey costs
300-400 liras here. Zara is the only known brand like this.”

Lack of a beach

Argentina’s coastline is diverse, with different regions offering varied coastal landscapes. While some areas
have long stretches of sandy beaches suitable for swimming and beach activities, other regions feature rugged
coastlines, cliffs, or rocky shores, which may not be ideal for traditional beach activities. Sezer Firar remarked,
“The cafes are nice, the food is delicious, and everything is generally very good in Argentina, but the only
problem is that there is no sea; that’s why Argentinians go to Brazil.”
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Two Nations That Don’t Know Each Other:

Argentina and Turkey are located on different continents and are geographically far apart, making interactions
and cultural exchanges between the two countries challenging. Argentina and Turkey have distinct cultural
backgrounds, customs, traditions, and histories, which can lead to misunderstandings or hesitation in forming
connections.

However, Turkish TV series, often referred to as “Turkish dramas,” has had a significant cultural impact on Latin
America over the past decade. These dramas have provided Latin American audiences with a glimpse into
Turkish culture, traditions, and way of life, fostering cultural exchange. The series often depicts authentic Turkish
settings, landscapes, and cultural practices, creating a bridge between the two cultures. Sezer Firar observed,
“Argentinians don’t know the food culture and geography of Turkey, but they know Turkey in many different
ways because of watching TV series.”

“El Turco” and Historical Migration:

The term “El Turco” has historical roots in immigration patterns from the Ottoman Empire (which included
present-day Turkey) to Latin American countries during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Immigrants
arriving from the former Ottoman lands in the Middle East were often referred to as “Turcos” regardless of their
actual ethnic background, as the term broadly described those holding Ottoman passports. Ali noted, “People
who migrated from the former Ottoman lands in the Middle East and came with Ottoman passports are also
called el Turco.”

Climate confusion

Immigrants coming from countries with different climate patterns may experience significant changes in
weather and seasons. Turkey’s winter is Argentina’s summer because these two countries are located in different
hemispheres. Climate can influence cultural practices and traditions. Immigrants may need to adapt to new
customs related to seasonal holidays, food preferences, and recreational activities that are specific to the host
country’s climate. Climate differences can impact physical and mental health. Immigrants may need to adjust to
new temperatures, humidity levels, and allergens that can affect their well-being.

“Since Argentina is in the southern hemisphere, its summers and winters are opposite to us; | recommend you to
come here, especially in winter, because hotels and accommodation are cheaper stated by Tarik.
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Overcome the Struggles
Based on immigrants’ statements, Argentina is a very attractive place. There are two main issues: social
integration and foreign earnings.

Socialization Efforts

Solving Integration through Socialization: Migrants address the challenges of integration through socialization,
which helps them build support networks and establish meaningful connections in their new country. Having a
social circle provides emotional support, practical assistance, and a sense of belonging. Socialization not only
facilitates practical integration but also enhances personal well-being, cultural understanding, and a sense of
belonging. Actively engaging in social activities, building relationships, learning the language, and participating
in the local community significantly contribute to a successful and fulfilling experience in a foreign country.

Housing with a Social Environment: Tarik explained the importance of choosing accommodation that encourages
social interaction: “When we first arrived here, we didn’t want to rent a house and lock ourselves in. We preferred
temporary accommodation with a social environment where we could talk a lot in the common area and get to
know the people and culture. Once we decided to settle, we stayed in places where we could be in contact with
others to socialize.”

Neighbors and Cultural Exchange: Hillya shared her experience building connections with neighbors: “We
developed very warm relations with our Argentine neighbors. We prepare breakfast for them, and they prepare
barbecue for us. We came to get to know them, and they want to know us too—they even want to listen to
Turkish music. We set up tables where we are; one day we invite the neighbors, the next day they invite us. We
came to get to know them, but they were even more eager to get to know us. We’ve had good conversations,
made friends, and built a social circle.”

Making Friends: Mert described how having a relationship helped him adapt: “Having a girlfriend three months
after | arrived helped me to get to know and adapt to the Argentine culture.”

Building Trust: Tarik emphasized the value of family in fostering trust: “Coming as a family was very useful in
terms of establishing an atmosphere of trust with those around us.”

Language Learning: Sinan shared how living in a shared house accelerated language acquisition: “We had

Colombian and Italian friends in the house we shared, and no one spoke English. So, we took some Spanish
lessons and learned Spanish at home and in the park.”
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Test Drive

Conducting a trial period or “test driving” in a potential migration destination can be highly beneficial. Many
individuals initially arrive in Argentina with long-term intentions rather than immediate plans to migrate
permanently. This approach allows them to familiarize themselves with the new environment before committing
fully to migration. Test driving provides an opportunity to experience first-hand the local culture, lifestyle,
climate, and amenities. It helps individuals assess whether the destination aligns with their preferences, needs,
and expectations. Sinan shared his experience: “At first, we thought like you—we will come to Argentina, travel
around Latin America, and look for a place to settle down.”

Foreign Source

Argentina offers a fantastic lifestyle with its delicious and reasonably priced gastronomy, vibrant entertainment
scene featuring music and theatres, and elegant European architecture. However, one of the primary challenges
is the limited economic opportunities. While the weak economy can limit job prospects, it also results in lower
living costs, making Argentina an affordable destination for foreigners.

GoOkhan highlighted the importance of foreign income: “If you have a foreign currency income, you will live very
well.” Cansu added, “It would be very enjoyable for someone with resources not to search for a job in these poor
economic conditions but instead work remotely, get to know the environment, and travel.”

The positive aspect of relying on foreign-source income is that the amount required to live comfortably is
reasonable. Ozgiir emphasized, “This place is only good if you have money. You can’t do business here but don’t
need a lot—having a retirement income is enough.”

Discussion: Income Type

Traditionally, the flow of migration within the labor movement was predominantly from less developed to more
developed countries, geographically occurring from the Global South to the Global North region. However,
recent trends indicate a rapid increase in the migration flow from less-developed economies to newly emerging
countriesin the developing world, referred to as ‘South-South” migration (Hujo & Piper, 2010, p.7; Ratha & Shaw,
2007, pp.1-2; lai, 2020, pp.1-5). Nevertheless, Argentina is not an emerging country; on the contrary, it faced
economic challenges while being considered a high-income country in the 1930s (Acemoglu and Robinson,
2015).

Personal finance determines the type of migration from Turkey: those with passive incomes and those without.
Turkish emigrants who have retired, capital, and rental incomes can lead a decent life in Argentina, especially in
Buenos Aires. Those without passive income need foreign sources through online businesses or finding jobs in
foreign companies.
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There are several issues with active earnings: i) lack of sustainability and ii) time. Active income is viable only
as long as foreign companies employ individuals, and earning through social media takes a long time. One
needs passive income to mitigate risks and build a network to establish a business. Therefore, all Turks arrive in
Argentia and bring some amount of cash. Rather than cash, how much capital is needed for a passive income to
sustain a decent life in Buenos Aires? For instance, let’s consider an individual with a minimum requirement of
$500 per month to maintain a comfortable lifestyle in Buenos Aires. If he chooses to invest part of their savings,
say $60,000-70,000, in Turkish Eurobonds that offer an 8-10% return, it implies an annual return of $6,000
(8-10% of $60,000-70,000). This return, denominated in US dollars, can help offset the impact of currency
depreciation on the individual’s purchasing power.

Why would a financially independent person or someone with a sustained foreign income from Turkey
choose Argentina, especially Buenos Aires? Is the price/performance ratio significantly superior compared
to similar developed countries in the Western world? There are various opportunities to enjoy a fulfilling and
enriching life around a $500-$1000 budget. With a rich cultural heritage, independent individuals can immerse
themselves in Argentina’s vibrant arts, music, dance, and theatre. They can attend local festivals, art exhibitions,
and concerts to experience the country’s unique cultural expressions. Argentina is renowned for its delicious
cuisine, especially its famous beef dishes and traditional ‘asado’ barbecues. The financially independent person
can indulge in the diverse culinary offerings, including empanadas, dulce de leche, and fine Argentine wines.
Argentina is a vast and diverse country, offering stunning landscapes, from the majestic Andes mountains to the
breathtaking Iguazu Falls and the scenic Patagonia region. They can travel and explore these natural wonders.
Argentina’s geography provides ample opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts to enjoy hiking, trekking, skiing,
and other recreational activities in the country’s beautiful natural settings. Being financially independent may
allow them to dedicate time to volunteering or getting involved in social causes that align with their interests
and values. Most importantly, with financial independence, they can pursue hobbies, interests, or personal
projects that may have been limited by financial constraints in the past.

Conclusion

The cultural appeal of Argentina plays a pivotal role in the decision to migrate from Turkey. Argentina boasts
a rich and diverse cultural heritage shaped by European influences and a vibrant mix of traditions, arts,
and gastronomy. The allure of the tango, the passion for football, and the renowned Argentine cuisine attract
individuals who seek to immerse themselves in a culturally vibrant society and explore new horizons. In addition,
social and political factors contribute to the attractiveness of Argentina as a migration destination for individuals
from Turkey. The emphasis on social welfare programs, universal healthcare, educational opportunities and
freedom of speech present a supportive social state that appeals to those seeking a sense of security and social
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well-being. However, the migration process from Turkey to Argentina is not without its challenges. Employment,
cultural adaptation, language barriers, and the establishment of social networks pose significant hurdles for
individuals as they navigate their way into a new environment.

Having an income source from Turkey is advantageous, but it comes with the challenge of dealing with
fluctuations in the value of the Turkish lira against the US dollar. To mitigate this risk, individuals may consider
hedging strategies by diversifying their assets and holding foreign investments, such as US stocks and
Eurobonds. These foreign assets can act as a buffer against currency volatility and provide stability to one’s
financial position. Earning online business or employing foreign companies are viable solutions but need time to
succeed it. Based on emigrant experiences, carrying a cash reserve to sustain at least one year is crucial.

Adapting to a different cultural context, learning the Spanish language, and building social connections require
resilience, open-mindedness, and a willingness to embrace new experiences. The essential condition for building
a social network in Argentina is learning Spanish. Language plays a crucial role in forming social connections and
integrating into a new community. Spanish is the predominant language in Argentina and serves as the primary
means of communication in various aspects of daily life. For individuals migrating to Argentina, learning Spanish
becomes a fundamental requirement for effectively interacting with locals, making friends, and participating
in social activities. By acquiring proficiency in the local language, newcomers can bridge the communication
gap and better understand Argentina’s culture, customs, and traditions. This language skill facilitates basic
interactions like grocery shopping or seeking directions and enables meaningful conversations, establishing
deeper relationships, and feeling more at home in the new environment. Moreover, speaking Spanish opens
doors to job opportunities and professional networks, as most workplaces and businesses conduct their affairs in
the local language. Language fluency enhances employability and improves the chances of career advancement.

Overall, having a modest foreign income source and learning Spanish are key steps in the integration process
and play a vital role in building a robust social network in Argentina. They allow individuals to connect with the
local community, experience the rich culture, and make the most of their life in this diverse and vibrant South
American country.

90



IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 63-93 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

References

Abel, G. J., Brottrager, M., Cuaresma, J. C., & Muttarak, R. (2019). Climate, conflict, and forced migration. Global
Environmental Change, 54, 239-249. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2018.12.003

Acemodlu, D., & Robinson, J. A. (2015). Why nations fail: The origins of power, prosperity, and poverty. Profile
Books.

Agafonoff, N. (2006). Adapting ethnographic research methods to ad hoc commercial market research.
Qualitative Market Research: An International Journal, 9(2), 115-125.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/13522750610658766

Bah, Y. M. (2023). Illegal migration push and pull factors: Lessons for migration management professionals.
International Review of Economic Studies: IRES-110, 51-60.

Bakewell, 0. (2021). Unsettling the boundaries between forced and voluntary migration. In E. Carmel, K. Lenner,
& R. Paul (Eds.), Handbook on the politics and governance of migration (pp. 124-136). Edward Elgar
Publishing.

Becker, S. 0., & Ferrara, A. (2019). Consequences of forced migration: A survey of recent findings. Labor
Economics, 59, 1-16.

Cicek, A. (2023). The tendency of physician candidates in Turkey to migrate abroad. Journal of Civilization
Studies, 8(2), 67-80.

Deniz, T. (2014). Turkey in the perspective of international migration problem. Turkish Journal of Social Research,
18(1), 175-204.

DeVoretz, D. J., & Pivnenko, S. (2004). The economic causes and consequences of Canadian citizenship. IZA
Discussion Paper No. 1395, 1-37. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.608221

Faulkner, L. (2003). Beyond the five-user assumption: Benefits of increased sample sizes in usability testing.
Behavior Research Methods, Instruments, & Computers, 35, 379-383.

Gezglc, G. M., & Uzun, T. (2017). Arjantin siyasi tarihinde askeri darbeler. Ekonomi ve Yonetim Arastirmalar
Dergisi, 6(2), 150-183.

Grigg, D. B. (1977). E. G. Ravenstein and the “laws of migration.” Journal of Historical Geography, 3(1), 41-54.
https://doi.org/10.1016/0305-7488(77)90143-8

Gupta, M., Shaheen, M., & Reddy, K. P. (2018). Qualitative techniques for workplace data analysis. |Gl Global.
https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-5225-5366-3

Hennink, M., & Kaiser, B. N. (2022). Sample sizes for saturation in qualitative research: A systematic review of
empirical tests. Social Science & Medicine, 292, 114523. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2021.114523

91



IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 63-93 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

Hoppe, A., & Fujishiro, K. (2015). Anticipated job benefits, career aspiration, and generalized self-efficacy as
predictors of migration decision-making. International Journal of Intercultural Relations, 47, 13-27.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijintrel.2015.03.025

Hujo, K., & Piper, N. (Eds.). (2010). South-South migration: Implications for social policy and development.
Palgrave Macmillan.

Isik, Y. D.D. N. (2005). Finansal krizlerin ortaya cilkmasinda sermaye hareketlerinin roli: Rusya, Turkiye ve Arjantin
krizleri. Karamanoglu Mehmetbey Universitesi Sosyal ve Ekonomik Arastirmalar Dergisi, 2005(2), 83-97.

Koyuncu, M., & Senses, F. (2004). Kisa donem krizlerin sosyoekonomik etkileri: Trkiye, Endonezya ve Arjantin
deneyimleri. Calisma ve Toplum, 3(3), 11-52.

Kumar, V. (2012). 101 design methods: A structured approach for driving innovation in your organization. Wiley.
Kutor, S. K., Raileanu, A., & Simandan, D. (2021). International migration, cross-cultural interaction, and
the development of personal wisdom. Migration Studies, 9(3), 490-513. https://doi.org/10.1093/
migration/mnz049

Lindgren, B. M., Lundman, B., & Graneheim, U. H. (2020). Abstraction and interpretation during the qualitative
content analysis process. International Journal of Nursing Studies, 108, 103632. https://doi.org/10.1016/].
ijnurstu.2020.103632

Massey, D. S., Arango, J., Hugo, G., Kouaouci, A., Pellegrino, A., & Taylor, J. E. (1998). Worlds in motion:
Understanding international migration at the end of the millennium. Clarendon Press.

Ozdemir, D. (2023). Ge¢misten giiniimiize Arjantin - IMF bor¢lanma iliskileri ve ekonomik sonuclari. Finans
Ekonomi ve Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi, 8(1), 156-164.

Ratha, D., & Shaw, W. (2007). South-South migration and remittances. World Bank.

Rosenblatt, Z., & Sheaffer, Z. (2001). Brain drain in declining organizations: Toward a research agenda. Journal
of Organizational Behavior, 22(4), 409-424. https://doi.org/10.1002/job.89

Sabie, D., Ekmekcioglu, C., & Ahmed, S. I. (2022). A decade of international migration research in HCI: Overview,
challenges, ethics, impact, and future directions. ACM Transactions on Computer-Human Interaction,
29(4), 1-35. https://doi.org/10.1145/3490555

Sener, A, Terzioglu, R. G., & Karabulut, E. (2007). Life satisfaction and leisure activities during men’s retirement:
A Turkish sample. Aging & Mental Health, 11(1), 30-36. https://doi.org/10.1080/13607860600736349

Shah, A., & Lerche, J. (2020). Migration and the invisible economies of care: Production, social reproduction, and
seasonal migrant labor in India. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 45, 719-734. https://
doi.org/10.1111/tran.12401

Tipayalai, K. (2020). Impact of international labor migration on regional economic growth in Thailand. Economic
Structures, 9(15), 1-19. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40008-020-00192-7

92



IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 63-93 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

Tuygan, A. (May 29, 2023,). Turkiye chooses authoritarian rule over democracy. Diplomatic Opinion. https://
diplomaticopinion.com/2023/05/29/turkiye-chooses-authoritarian-rule-over-democracy/

Urcan, C. (2023). Latin Amerika’da yoksullugu 6nlemede kiiresellesmenin etkisi: Arjantin deneyimi. Ahi Evran
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstittsi Dergisi, 9(3), 696-915. https://doi.org/10.31592/aeusbed.1225706

Wanniarachchi, H. E., Kumara Jayakody, J. A. S. & Jayawardana, A. K. L (2022). An organizational perspective on
brain drain: What can organizations do to stop it? The International Journal of Human Resource
Management, 33(8), 1489-1525. https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2020.1758745

93



HJJ |:II{| M IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 94-126

INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HUMAN MOBILITY

Arastirma Makalesi
l_JIusIararaS| GO¢ Hareketlerinin Karanlk Yiizii:
Insan Ticareti Olaylarinin Degerlendirilmesi'2
Murat Koganli®
0z

Son yillarda Orta Dogu, Afrika ve Giney Dogu Asya boélgelerinde bulunan (lkelerde meydana gelen siyasi,
guvenlik ve ekonomik gelismelerin etkisiyle gecmise kiyasla uluslararasi go¢ hareketleri artmis ve kiresellesme
nedeniyle bolge Ulkelerini daha fazla etkilemeye baslamistir. G6¢ hareketlerinin dnemli bir sonucu olarak
kabul edilen insan ticareti vakalarl da bu dogrultuda etkisini ve yayginligini artirmistir. insan ticareti olgusu,
gdcmen kacakciligr ve insan tacirligi kavramlari ile yakindan iliskilidir. Her Gic konunun birlikte degerlendirilmesi,
konunun daha kapsamli ve ayrintili analizini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu temel yaklasim cercevesinde, 2012-2021
yillari arasinda Jandarma Genel Komutanhgr'nin sorumluluk bélgesinde meydana gelen insan ticareti olaylari
ile g6¢cmen kacakciligi ve insan tacirlerine yonelik temin edilen veriler analiz edilmistir. Yapilan analizde, her (¢
verinin birbiriyle uyumlu ve dogru orantili oldugu belirlenmistir. Ozellikle Tiirkiye’nin Suriye kokenli gd¢menlere
yonelik uyguladidr acik kapi politikasinin, gdcmen kacakcilari ve insan tacirleri tarafindan suiistimal edildigi ve
bireylerin cinsel ve emek sémurisi yoluyla insan ticaretine maruz kaldiklari tespit edilmistir.
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Research Article

The Dark Side of International Migration: An Assessment of Human Trafficking

Abstract

In recent years, international migration movements have surged compared to the past, primarily due to the
political, security, and economic transformations in the Middle East, Africa, and Southeast Asia regions. These
developments have intensified, leading to a more significant impact on the countries in the region, exacerbated
by the effects of globalization. Trafficking in human beings, a significant consequence of migration movements,
has also seen arise in its impact and prevalence in this direction. The phenomenon of human trafficking is closely
related to the concepts of migrant smuggling and human trafficking. Analyzing all three issues together provides
a more detailed and comprehensive understanding of the problem. Based on this fundamental approach, the
study analyzed data on human trafficking incidents that occurred within the jurisdiction of the Gendarmerie
General Command between 2012 and 2021, as well as data on migrant smuggling and human traffickers. In
the analysis, it was discovered that all three data sets are compatible and directly proportional to one another.
Notably, it was found that Turkey’s open-door policy towards Syrian migrants has been exploited by migrant
smugglers and human traffickers. Consequently, individuals have been subjected to human trafficking through
sexual and labor exploitation.

Keywords: International migration movements, human trafficking, sexual exploitation, labor exploitation,
Gendarmerie.
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Giris

Bireyler, yasamlari boyunca kendilerini ve aile Gyelerini daha glivende tutacak, refah seviyelerini yikseltecek
ve ekonomik bagimsizliklarini kazandiracak mekanlara gd¢ etmeyi hedef olarak secmislerdir. Hedefleri
dogrultusunda, yasal yollarla miimkin olmamasi halinde bireysel veya gruplar halinde kendi gayretleri ya da
organize su¢ olusumlari vasitastyla hayalini kurduklari iilkelere go¢ etmeye ¢abalamislardir. Ozellikle Sanayii
Devrimi’nin baslangiciyla beraber, kentlerde olusan ihtiyac cercevesinde kirsal bélgelerden sehirlere dogru go¢
hareketleri hizlanmaya baslamistir. Sehirlerdeki yetersiz altyapi, gida ve barinma imkanlari 6nemli sorunlar
yasanmasina neden olmustur. Gnimuzde ise; nifus hareketleri, teknolojik ilerlemeler, sanayinin ¢cok hizli
gelisimi ve kiresellesme ile go¢ hareketleri cok 6nemli bir ivme kazanmistir. Aslinda bulunulan dénem, goc
akinlarinin surekli glindemde olmasi nedeniyle go¢ yizyili olarak da nitelendirilebilir. Yasanan bu gelismeler,
bircok Ulke tarafindan uluslararasianlamda goclerin ve siireclerin nasil ydnetilmesi gerektigine iliskin tartismalarin
baslamasini saglamistir. Bircok devlet, go¢ hareketlerinin Glke sinirlari dahilinde ve uluslararasi ¢ercevede sosyal,
ekonomik ve siyasi etkiler meydana getirdigini kabul etmeye baslamistir (Aktel & Kaygisiz, 2018, 5.579). Aslinda
Hollifield (2000, s.140) Weberyan yaklasimi dogrultusunda; “go¢ hareketleri hizini artiran bir tren gibidir. Trenin
benzinini toplumsal ve ekonomik gelismeler, llkeler de trenin yon degistirme mekanizmasini olusturmaktadir.”
seklinde benzetme yaparak go¢ olgusunun dnimuzdeki yillarda daha da yayginlasacagini ifade etmistir.

Son yillarda, bdlgesel siyasi ve glvenlik gelismelerinin etkisiyle uluslararasi gé¢ hareketleri artmis ve meydana
getirdigi sonuclar baglaminda etkiledigi alanlarin kapsami genislemistir. Bu degisim, Turkiye’nin bulundugu
cografik konumu ve stratejik pozisyonu kapsaminda dederlendirildiginde son yillarda uluslararasi géc
hareketlerine maruz kalma siddetini arttirmistir. Ozellikle, 2011 yilindan itibaren Suriye’de baslayan kaos ve
kargasa ortami, bircok bireyin en yakin glvenli ve istikrarli Glke konumundaki Tirkiye'ye gd¢ etmesine neden
olmustur. Trkiye’'ye g6¢ eden bireylerin miktari 2021 yilinda 3.737.369°a ulasarak zirve noktasini olusturmustur.
2021 yiliitibariyla Suriyelilerin Glke niifusuna orani %4,41 olarak belirlenmistir (Kocanli, 2024:182). Diger taraftan,
Gliney Dogu Asya, Afrika ve Orta Dogu bdlgelerinde bulunan Afganistan, Pakistan, iran, Irak, Banglades, Filistin,
Fas gibi Ulkelerde yasayan bireyler de daha refah bir yasam elde etmek ve ekonomik 6zgurltiklerini kazanmak
amaclyla hedef veya transit tlke olarak Tirkiye’ye go¢ etmektedir. 2018 yilinda gé¢ eden edenlerin miktari en
iist seviyeye ulasmis ve toplam 454.662 diizensiz gd¢men yakalanmistir (Go¢ idaresi Baskanligi-GiB, 2025). Her
ne kadar yillara sari olarak yakalanan dizensiz gé¢cmen miktari azalmis olmasina ragmen, (izerinde ciddi olarak
dusunulmesi gereken rakamlar s6z konusudur. Uluslararasi go¢ hareketlerinin etki ve kapsam alanin genislemesi,
g6¢ hareketlerinin gdrinmeyen tarafini temsil eden veya karanlik yiz( olarak da tanimlanabilecek insan ticareti
olgusunun artisini daha da anlamli hale getirmistir. Go¢ strecinde, bireylerin sosyal ve ekonomik gicliklerinden
faydalanan supheliler veya organize su¢ olusumlari, gé¢menlerin hedefledigi yasam tarzina ulasma yonlnde
bireyleri ¢esitli yontemlerle kandirarak hem cinsel hem de emek sémarist baglaminda insan ticaretine konu
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etmektedir. Diger taraftan, insan ticareti sadece gé¢menlerin magdur edildigi bir su¢ trd olmayip ayni zamanda
yerlesik bireylerin de magdur edilebildigi bir sug tird olarak kabul edilmelidir. Bu temel yaklasim ¢ercevesinde
insan ticareti olgusunun, insan tacirligi ve gocmen kacakcihdi ile yakindan iliskili oldugu ifade edilebilir. Insan
ticaretine konu olan maddurlarin durumunu degerlendirebilmek amaciyla insan tacirligi ve gécmen kacakciligi
ile beraber irdelenmesi gerekmektedir. Bu temel tespitlerden yola ¢ikilarak arastirmanin amaci, 2012-2021 yillari
arasinda Jandarma Genel Komutanhginin (JGNK) sorumluluk sahasinda meydana gelen insan ticareti vakalarini
incelemek ve mevcut durumu ortaya koymak seklinde olusturulmustur. Tarkiye ytuzélctiminin %93’ tiniin jandarma
sorumluluk alaninda oldugu ve kamu giivenligine yonelik olarak barindirdidi risk ve tehditler dikkate alindiginda,
calismanin kolluk birimleri perspektifindeki kritik degeri ve gerekliligi daha iyi anlasiimaktadir. Tirkiye’nin daha
once hic tecribe etmedegdi miktarda gdécmenin Ulke genelinde daginik bicimde yasamaya baslamasi, bircok
ekonomik, sosyal ve givenlik sorunlarinin yasanmasina yol acmistir. Yasanan sorunlar, gdécmenlerin cinsel ve
emek somUrisi baglaminda gd¢ hareketleriyle baglantili olarak yillara sari sekilde artis gdsteren insan ticareti
sucunun 6znesi olmasina neden olmaktadir. Bu nedenle arastirmanin problemi, “Jandarmanin sorumluluk
bolgesinde uluslararasi go¢ hareketleri kapsaminda bulunan gd¢menler arasinda insan ticareti olaylarinin
artisinda hangi faktorler etkilidir?” seklinde tespit edilmistir.

Go¢ ve Gogmen Olgusunun Tanimlanmasi

GO¢ olgusunun en temel tanimi, bireylerin veya gruplarin cografik temelde gecici ya da kalici olarak yer
degistirmeleri olarak ifade edilebilir. Tirk Dil Kurumunun (TDK) Turkce SozIigi'nde gé¢ olgusu, “ekonomik,
sosyal veya politik nedenlerle bireyler ile topluluklarin bir Glkeden farkli bir tlkeye, bir ikamet yerinden diger bir
yerlesim yerine gitme faaliyeti” seklinde adlandiriimaktadir (TDK, 2023). Keles gd¢ olgusunu, “bireylerin temel
cercevede yerlesmek sebebiyle, bir yerlesim bdlgesinden farkli bir yerlesim alanina ya da bir (lkeden farkli bir
Ulkeye gecme eylemi” seklinde degerlendirmektedir (1998, s.58). Marshall da bu tanima benzer olarak gocd,
“bireylerin veya topluluklarin cografi, kiltirel ya da siyasi anlamda yasadigi topraklari terk ederek farkli yeni
yasam alanlarina gerceklestirdigi hareketlilik” olarak tanimlamaktadir (1999, s.685). Erder, icduygu ve Genckaya
tarafindan gd¢ olgusu, “modernite 6ncesindeki nufus hareketliligi” olarak ifade edilmektedir (2014, s.48).
Uluslararasi Go¢ Orgiitii (International Organization for Migration-IOM, 2013) gé¢ olgusunu “bireylerin nedeni
ne olursa olsun yer degistirdigi nifus hareketleri” dogrultusunda tanimlamaktadir. Lee, “G6¢ Teorisi (A Theory
of Migration)” adll makalesinde g6cl, “genel olarak yasanan yerin kalici ya da yari kalici olarak degistirilmesi”
seklinde ifade etmistir (1969, 5.285). Lee g6¢ olgusuna iliskin olarak; hareketin mesafesi, rizaya dayali veya zorla
olmasi ve goc cesitleri konusunda bir kisitlama 6n gdrmemistir.
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Ttim bu tanimlamalardan yola ¢ikarak Mangalam tiim unsurlari kapsayacak sekilde go¢ olgusunu, “gd¢men olarak
adlandirilan bir toplulugun, daha 6nceden hiyerarsik olarak diizenlenmis bir degerler seti ya da degerlendirilmis
amaclar temelinde verdikleri kararla, etkilesim sistemlerinde dedisiklikle sonuclanacak sekilde bir cografi
konumdan digerine dodru sirekli olarak uzaklasmasidir.” seklinde tanimlamaktadir (1968, s.8). Genel olarak
degerlendirildiginde, g6¢ olgusu sadece yer degistirme hareketi ile sinirli olmayip ayni zamanda toplumlarin
demografik, sosyal, ekonomik, siyasal ve kilttr yapilari ile unsurlarini etkileyen bir stirec olarak ifade edilebilir.
Bununla beraber g6¢ sireci, bireylerin ve topluluklarin yasam hakki, temel can glvenlikleri ve insan haklarini
ilgilendiren dinamik bir stire¢c kapsaminda degerlendirilmelidir.

Diger taraftan, go¢ olgusuna konu olan birey gé¢cmen olarak nitelendirilmektedir. [IOM’un (2013) hazirladigi GO¢
Terimleri S6zIUg0’nde dlzensiz gocmen (irregular migrant) kKavrami:

“Yasa disi giris veya vizenin gecerlilik tarihinin sona ermesi yizinden transit veya ev sahibi (ilkede hukuki
statiiden yoksun kisidir. Bu terim, bir tlkeye giris kurallarini ihlal eden miilteciler ve ev sahibi lkede kalma
izni bulunmayan diger kisiler icin gecerlidir. Ayrica gizli/yasa disi/kayit disi gdcmen veya diizensiz durumdaki
gdcmen olarak anilmaktadir.” seklinde tanimlamaktadir.

Bununla birlikte gdcmenlik kavrami yasal mevzuat cercevesinde degerlendirilmektedir. Bu kapsamda diizenli
ve diizensiz g6cmen olarak iki sekilde incelenmektedir (Atast Topcuoglu, 2016, s.5). Kaynak, transit veya hedef
ulkenin yasal mevzuatina uygun hareket edilerek, kaynak tlke sinirlari disinda bulunan herhangi bir tlkede kisa
bir stire veya belirli bir sire konaklayan bireyler dizenli gé¢men olarak adlandiriimaktadir (Cadlar, 2018, s.5).
Dlzensiz gocmen olgusu ise; kaynak, hedef ve transit Glkeler kapsaminda Uc farkli sekilde tanimlanmaktadir.
Kaynak Ulkeler cercevesinde, gerekli yasal mevzuat kriterlerine uymadan kendi (lkesinin sinirlarini terk eden
bireyleri kapsamaktadir. Hedef (lkeler kapsaminda, yasa disi yollarla Ulke sinirlarina giren veya yasal sinirlar
icerisinde gelip zamaninda c¢ikis yapmayan bireyler baglaminda kullaniimaktadir. Transit Ulkeler dogrultusunda
ise kaynak Ulkelerden hedef iilkelere ulasmak maksadiyla gecis tlkelerine yasal veya yasal olmayan yollarla giren
ve belirli bir sire sonra Ulke sinirlarini terk eden bireyler diizensiz gé¢men kapsaminda degerlendirilmektedir
(GIB, 2020). Diizensiz gé¢cmen olgusunun uygulamada ¢ok genis bir kapsami mevcuttur. Birey herhangi bir
Ulkenin sinirlarina gerekli yasal belgeler olmadan veya yasalligi uydurulmus sahte belgelerle girmis olabilir.
Bununla birlikte, yasal yollarla Ulkeye giren bireyin belirli bir slire sonra giris vizesi veya calisma izni bitmesini
muteakip Ulke sinirlarricerisinde kalmaya devam etmesi de diizensiz gd¢cmen kapsaminda kiymetlendirilmektedir
(Koser, 2007, s.16). Tum bu unsurlar dizensiz gé¢cmen olgusu kapsaminda kabul edilmektedir. Diizenli ile
dlzensiz gocmen olgulari arasindaki gecis ayrintilarini bilmek ve verilerini ortaya koymak uygulamada ¢ok zor

98



IJHM, 2025; 5(1): 94-126 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

oldugundan, duzensiz gé¢menlerin kesin rakamini belirtmenin ¢ok gti¢ bir durum oldugu ifade edilebilir. Farkli
bir ifade ile duzenli ile dizensiz gé¢men olgulari arasinda dinamik bir stire¢ séz konusudur. Bireyin statlistnin
zaman icerisinde degisebilme imkani bulunmaktadir. Bir Glkeye yasal mevzuat dahilinde giris yapan birey, vize
suresi dolduktan sonra Ulke sinirlarini zamaninda terk etmezse diizensiz gé¢cmen olarak kabul edilebilecegi gibi
yasa disi yollardan giris yapip daha sonra yasal vize alirsa diizenli gd¢cmen olarak da degerlendirilebilir (Van der
Erf, Jandl & Reeger, 2005, s.14).

insan Ticareti Olgusunun Degerlendirilmesi

Tarkiye bulundugu cografik konumu itibariyla; Asya ve Avrupa kitalarini birbirine baglamasi, strekli kaos ve
kargasa ortaminin eksik olmadigr Orta Dogu bolgesine komsu olmasi, refah dizeyi yiksek Avrupa ulkelerine
ulasim imkanin nispeten zor olmamasi ve uzun yillar boyunca istikrarli yapisini strdiirmesi gé¢cmenlerin transit
ve hedef Ulke olarak Tirkiye’yi tercih etmesinin en 6nemli nedenleri olarak kabul edilebilir. Bununla birlikte,
Tarkiye’nin komsu (lkelere nazaran elde ettigi ekonomisinin diinyanin ilk 20 Ulkesi arasinda olmasi ve strekli
bayumesi de gé¢menlerin temel tercihleri arasinda sayilabilir. Akcadag; Afganistan, Pakistan, Banglades, Sudan,
Somali, Eritre, Irak, Iran, Filistin ve Suriye gibi catisma ve kaos ortaminin eksik olmadigi tlkelerden gelen diizensiz
gocmenlerin Tarkiye’yi hem transit hem de hedef (ilke konumunda degerlendirdiklerini vurgulamaktadir (2012,
s.23). Bu durum tespitinin yaninda, s6z konusu Ulkelerdeki kargasa ve ekonomik geri kalmislik durumunun
devam edecegdi 6n gorlstyle uluslararasi go¢ hareketlerinin hem nitel hem nicel olarak etkisini artirabilecegi
ifade edilmelidir (Tepealti, 2019, s.130). Sehirlerin g¢ akinlarina hazirlikl olmamasi nedeniyle kentlere g¢ eden
bireylerin birbirinden farkli kimlikler ile karsilasmasina, geleneksel toplumsal iliski unsurlarinin ¢ozilmesine,
yerlesik yasam sekillerinin dadiimasina, kultlrel normlar arasindaki catismalarin yasanmasina ve bireyler
arasindaki sosyal baglarin zayiflamasina neden olmustur (Erdentud, 1977, s.75). GlUnimuzde de toplumlarin
yapisinin degismesi, iliskilerin karmasiklasmasi, Uretim ve Uretici davranis kaliplarinin farklilasmasi, bireylerde
yabancilasma ve anominin meydana gelmesi, gelismekte olan (lkelerdeki istikrasiz siyasi ile ekonomik
gelismeler ve kitlesel gd¢ hareketlerinin codalmasi sehirlerdeki suc verilerinin artmasini saglamistir (Alpman &
Yarcl, 2018, s.147). Ge¢mise nazaran glinimizde go¢ hareketlerinin ¢odalmasi ve etkisinin artmasi, gé¢menlerin
su¢ davranislarini ¢cogaltabilmekte ve g6¢ edilen toplumun yapisinda énemli degisimlere yol agarak sug¢lulugun
genele yayllmasini saglayabilmektedir (Delice & Yasar, 2014, s.126). Diger bir ifade ile g6¢ olgusunun hem
gocmenleri hem de yerlesik bireyleri icerisine alan karmasik ve etkin bir stirec oldugu ifade edilebilir.

Uluslararast go¢ hareketleri veya kitlesel insan akinlarinin neden oldugu sonuclar kapsaminda, en karanlik

sonucu olarak ifade edilebilen veya modern kélelik seklinde tanimlanabilen insan ticaretinin temelinde, kadin
ve cocuklar basta olmak izere gé¢cmenlerin, 6zellikle gd¢cmen kacakcilari ve insan tacirleri tarafindan go¢ etme
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nedenleri suistimal edilerek cinsel ve emek sémurisine maruz kalmalari yer almaktadir. Sosyal ve ekonomik
dezavantajlariyla goé¢ eden bireyler, go¢men kacakgilari ile insan tacirleri veya lke igerisindeki su¢ olusumlari
tarafindan kendi iradeleri disinda veya 6zgUr iradeleri cesitli yontemler vasitasiyla kandirilarak cinsel ve emek
somurisi baglaminda magdur edilmektedir. Blylk bir umutla yeni hayatlarina baslamak (zere go¢ eden bireyler,
Orgutli suc olusumlarindan elinde cinsel veya emek kolesi olarak calismaya mecbur birakilmaktadir. Bu nedenle
insan ticareti olgusu, gd¢men kacakciligi veya insan tacirleriyle beraber dederlendirilmesi gerekmektedir. Her iki
kavramin birbirinden ayri olarak incelenmesi, konunun batinlida acisindan eksik bir degerlendirme olacaktir.
Turkiye’nin bulundugu cografyadaki stratejik konumu ve AB Uyesi Ulkelere gegis imkani vermesi, her daim
g6¢men kacakciligr agisindan vazgecilemez bir glizergah Gzerinde almasini saglamistir. Bununla birlikte
Tarkiye, bulundugu codrafi konumu dogrultusunda go¢ etmeyi disinen bireyler temelinde hem transit hem
de hedef (ilke kapsaminda tercih edilmektedir. Ozellikle AB iyesi devletlerinin siki sinir politikasi cercevesinde
bazi dizensiz gocmenler, hedeflerindeki Ulkeden vazgecerek Tlrkiye’yi nihai durak olarak secip yasamaya
baslamaktadir. Bazilari ise Tlrkiye’nin 1951 yilinda kabul ettigi Cenevre Sézlesmesi’nde koydugu “Cografi Cekince
Sart1” nedeniyle zorlu gé¢ sureclerinin sonundaki hedef Ulkeye ulasip siyasi veya glivenlik baglaminda milteci
basvurusunda bulunmayi amaclamaktadir. Cografi ¢ekince sartinin istisnasiz bir sekilde uygulanmasi gé¢menleri
dciinci Glkelere dogru yoneltmektedir. Aslinda Turkiye’ye tc tir gdcmen gelmektedir. i1k olarak, Dogu Avrupa
ulkelerinden (Romanya, Belarus, Moldovya vb.) go¢ eden bireyler dogrudan ekonomik amach olarak is bulma
umuduyla istihdam arayisina girmektedir. ikinci olarak; Orta Dogu lkeleri (iran, Irak, Suriye vb.), Asya ilkeleri
(Afganistan, Pakistan, Banglades vb.) ve Afrika tlkelerinden (Somali, Kongo, Gana vb.) gelen bireyler Turkiye'yi
gecis Ulkesi olarak kullanip hedeflerinde Avrupa ilkelerine ulasmak vardir (icduygu, 2004, s.21). Son olarak ise
siginma talebinde bulunan, sonucunu bekleyen veya siginma basvurusu reddedilip kendi tlkelerine donmeyip
Tirkiye icinde yasal olmayacak sekilde kalan, calisan veya yasayan diizensiz go¢menler bulunmaktadir (Igduygu,
2004, 5.25).

Tarkiye bulundugu cografi konum nedeniyle hem kara hem de deniz yoluyla go¢ gecislerine imkan vermektedir.
Cevresindeki denizlerde (Karadeniz 2.735 km, Ege Denizi 4.506 km ve Akdeniz 2.541 km) toplam 9.783 km
boyunca kiyi sinirlari bulunmaktadir. Kara sinirlari itibariyla komsu devletlerle (Suriye 911 km, iran 560 km, Irak
384 km, Ermenistan 328 km, Glrcistan 276 km, Bulgaristan 269 km, Yunanistan 203 km ve Nahc¢ivan 18 km)
toplam 2.949 km kara sinirt mevcuttur. Tam sinir noktalarinda; 52 hava, 84 deniz, 20 kara ve 3 demiryolu olmak
Uzere 159 gimrik noktast mevcut olup yasal belgeler ile giris-cikis yapiimaktadir (Emniyet Genel MudUrlugu-
EGM, 2019). Belirtilen bu 6zelliklerin yaninda, sinirlarin sahip oldugu fiziksel 6zellikler ve cografik unsurlar da go¢
surecinde 6nem arz etmektedir. En fazla gé¢cmen girisinin oldugu varsayilan dogu siniri, kuzeyde bulunan Sarp
Sinir Kapis'ndan baslayarak gineydeki Semdinli’ye kadar 1.070 km’lik bir uzanima sahiptir. Uzanim boyunca
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yeryuzu sekillerin ortalama rakimi 2.500-3.000 metreyi bulmakta ve derin vadiler uzanmaktadir (Deniz, 2009,
s.137). Bununla birlikte, sert bir karasal iklimin yasanmasi da sinir kontrollerini zorlastiran bir etmendir. Hem
fiziksel Ozellikler hem de iklim sartlari Trkiye’nin dogu sinirinda siki gimrik rejimine misaade etmemekte
ve gocmen kacakcilarinin siklikla kullandigr rota haline gelmesine uygun ortam saglamaktadir. Diger taraftan,
Turkiye’ye kara yoluyla ulasan gé¢cmenler deniz yoluyla 6zellikle Ege Denizi’nde bulunan adalarin birbirine yakin
konumu nedeniyle ilkel deniz araclariyla Yunanistan’a ulasma gayreti icerisindedir. Glivensiz ve emniyetsiz deniz
araclariyla Yunanistan ve Yunan adalarina ulasmaya ¢alisan bireyler maalesef siklikla 6limle sonuclanan kazalara
maruz kalmaktadir. Bu glzergahin en ¢ok tercih edilmesinin temel nedeni ise, iki devlet arasinda bulunan deniz
mesafesinin Italya ile Kuzey Afrika Glkeleri arasindaki uzakliktan daha kisa olmasi ve daha az risk tasimasidir
(IOM, 2015).

[OM’un hazirladigr Go¢ Terimleri SozIugu’nde (2009, s.22) yer alan tanimlamaya gore; “dogrudan veya dolayli
olarak maddi ya da diger tur cikar elde etmek amaciyla bir kisinin vatandasi olmadigi ya da daimi olarak

LT3

ikamet etmedigi bir devlete yasa disi girisinin saglanmasi” “gd¢cmen kacakgiligi” olarak ifade edilmektedir. Bu
tanimlamaya benzer olarak “Sinirasan Orgtli Suclara Karsi Birlesmis Milletler Sozlesmesine Ek Kara, Deniz ve
Hava Yoluyla G6¢men Kacakcihgina Karsi Ek Protokol” gocmen kacakcihgr kavramini, “dogrudan dogruya veya
dolayli olarak mali ve diger bir maddi cikar elde etmek icin bir kisinin vatandaslidini tasimadigi veya daimi
ikametgah sahibi olmadigi bir taraf devlete yasa disi girisinin temini” seklinde tanimlamaktadir. Yapilan bu
tanimlama cercevesinde; maddi kazanc¢ elde etmek amaciyla yasa disi sekilde gé¢cmenleri Ulke sinirlarindan
girisini saglamak, yasal mevzuata aykiri olarak (ilkede kalmalarina imkan saglamak ve yasal olmayan belgelerle
ulke sinirlarindan ¢ikarmak fiillerini isleyenler gé¢men kacakcisi veya organizatéri olarak adlandiriimaktadir
(Caykara & Yigittepe, 2019, s.86). Birlesmis Milletler’in (BM) yaptidi tanimlama dogrultusunda Turk Ceza

Kanunu’nun (TCK) 79’uncu maddesinde gd¢cmen kacakciligi:

“Dogrudan veya dolayll bir sekilde maddi kazanc saglamak amaciyla, yasa disi yollardan; a) Bir yabanciyi
Ulkeye yasa disi girisini saglayan veya yasamasina yardim eden, b) Tirkiye vatandasinin ya da yabanci uyruklu
birinin yurt disina cikarilmasina yardim eden, kisi, (¢ yildan baslamak (zere sekiz yila kadar hapis cezasina ve
on bin gtne kadar adli para cezasi seklinde cezalandirilir.” seklinde tanimlanmaktadir (TCK, 2005, madde 79).

GOcmen kacakciliginda dikkat edilmesi gereken en 6nemli 6zellik, gdcmen kendi iradesiyle gd¢ kararini
verdiginden sucun magduru olarak goriilmemekte ve cezalandirilan husus gd¢cmenlerin yasal mevzuata aykir
olarak belirli bir kazanc karsihginda Ulke sinirlarindan girmesine ve ¢ikmasina yardim etmek veya bulunmasina
imkan sagdlayan fiilleridir (TCK, 2005, madde 79). Uluslararasi mevzuata uygun olarak Tlrkiye’de de yapilan bu
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diizenleme, kamu diizenin idamesi ve glivenligin tesisi hedeflenmistir. Zira kayit disi ve yasal olmayan yollar ile
ulke sinirlarina giren gécmenler hem ilke ekonomisine hem de glvenligine olumsuz tesir yapmaktadir. Yapilan
bu tanimlamalar ve yasal mevzuat unsurlari dogrultusunda gé¢men kacakcihigina iliskin olarak organize suc
Orgatlerinin varhi§indan bahsetmek faydali olacaktir.

Oncellikle organize suclara iliskin tanimlamanin ortaya konmasi gerekmektedir. Organize suc literattriinde en
fazla kabul gdrmis tanimlama Abadinsky tarafindan yapilmistir. Abadinsky organize su¢ olgusunu, “legal ve
illegal yontemlerle para ve giicl ele ge¢cirmek maksadiyla, en az (i¢ seviyeli hiyerarsik bir yapi sergileyen ve belirli
bir grup hiyerarsik disiplininde hareket eden ancak ideolojik amacli olmayan kisilerin yapmis oldugu eylemlerdir.”
seklinde tanimlamaktadir (1997, s.6). Europol (European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation)
verilerine gore, AB (iye devletlerine yasa disi girislerin dnemli bir bélimi organize suc yapilanmalari sayesinde
gerceklesmektedir (Kaizen & Nonneman, 2007, s.127). Go¢ hareketinin basladigi kaynak Glkeden hedef tlkesine
varincaya kadar olan tim sirec, organize go¢ orgutleri tarafindan yonetilmektedir (icduygu & Toktas, 2002,
s.30). Goc strecine karar veren bireyler, genellikle organize su¢ 6rgutleri ile iletisime gecerek go¢ faaliyetini
gerceklestirmeyi dustinmektedir. Talepleri alan sug¢ 6rgitleri, yasal olmayan seyahat belgeleri dizenleyerek
maddi kazanc iliskisi kurduklart kamu gorevlileri vasitasiyla go¢ strecini yonetmektedir (Giines, 2004, s.49).
1990’ yillarin basindan itibaren diinya genelinde yasanan siyasi gelismeler cercevesinde artan dizensiz go¢
hareketleri, AB Uye devletlerinin go¢ politikalarini daha da sertlestirmelerine ve sinir glivenligini artirmalarina
neden olmustur. Bu nedenle gd¢ etmek isteyen bireylerin uluslararasi sinirlari gecebilmek icin organize suc
orgatlerine bagimhhgr artmistir. 2015 yilinda AB’ye diizensiz go¢ rotalariyla ulasan bir milyondan fazla diizensiz
gb¢cmenin %90’ Indan fazlasinin, go¢ sureclerinde su¢ gruplarindan yardim aldigi tespit edilmistir (Europol, 2016).
Goc etmeyi dustinen birey ile organize sug 6rgttleri arasindaki temel anlasma, bireyin yasadigi tlkeden cikistan
baslayarak go¢ etmeyi hedefledidi Ulkeye giris yaptigr anda sonlanmaktadir. Ancak cogu zaman organize suc
orgutleri, bireyleri farkli tlke sinirlarinda veya uygun olmayan ortamlarda yari yolda birakabilmektedir. Bu durum,
bireylerin insan ticareti magduru olmasinda hassasiyet olusturmaktadir (EGM, 2001, s.32). Ucret, hedeflenen
Ulke ile g6¢ surecinde kullanilan ydnteme gore degdisebilmektedir. Tlrkiye’den AB (iyesi devletlere varis ortalama
birey basi 6.000 Euro, Orta Dogu veya Gliney Dogu Asya Ulkelerinden AB Uyesi devletlere varis ortalama 40.000
Euro civarinda ticret alinmaktadir (Jandl, 2004, s.144). Ancak bu ticretin ekonomik kosullara gére degisebilecegini
g6z 6ninde bulundurmak gerekir. (EGM, 2001, s.30). Diger taraftan, hedefledigi tlke sinirlarinda uygun ortami
bulamayan veya belirli bir iste calismayan ya da calisma firsati bulamayan bireyler insan ticareti magduru
olabilmektedir. Ozellikle kadinlar ve genc yastaki kiz cocuklar da fuhus amacli insan ticaretine konu olmaktadir.
Bununla beraber, ekonomik dezavantajlariyla gé¢ eden bireylerin bulundugu sartlardan faydalanan isverenler
veya organize suc orgltleri, bireylerin yaptigiisin karsih§ini hic vermeyerek veya bir kismini 6deyerek emeklerini
somirmektedir.
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Bu nedenle insan ticareti kavraminin (human trafficking or trafficking in human beings), kiiresellesmenin
etkisiyle son yillarda etkisini ve yayginhgini artiran gé¢ olgusunun meydana getirdigi en 6nemli sonuglarindan
biri olarak gortlmesi gerekir. Son yillarda kamuoyunun dikkatini ¢ceken insan ticareti kavrami modern kolelik,
temel insan haklarin ihlali, ulusal ve uluslararasi giivenlige tehdit kavramlariyla anilmaktadir. Bu temel unsur,
goc¢ hareketlerinin neden oldugu bir karanlk sonu¢ olarak algilanmasini saglayabilmektedir. Temel olarak insan
ticareti; “herhangibir bireyinhariradesinin kandirilarak veya cesitliusuller yardimiyla zor kullanilarak calistiriimasi,
hizmet ettirilmeye zorlanmasi, fuhus ya da dider cinsel arzulara istismar edilmesi, organ veya dokularindan
yararlanmasl veya onur kirici davranislara maruz birakilmasi” eylemlerini icermektedir. Bununla beraber; zor
kullanarak dilendirilmesi, yasal olmayan usullerle evlat edinilmesi, erken yasta yapilan evlilikler, cocuklarin savas
ve siddet suclarinda silahli veya silahsiz olarak kullaniimalari da insan ticareti kapsaminda degerlendirilmektedir
(UNODC, 2018). Bununla beraber, insan ticareti sadece cinsel somirt amacli olarak degil ayni zamanda emedin
karsiligini vermeyen veya yasal olmayan yollarla zorla calistiriimasi hususlarini da icermektedir.

insan ticaretinin temel unsurlar incelendiginde, uluslararasi bir hareketliligin zorunlu olmadigi soylenebilir.
Ulusal sinirlar dahilinde temel hukuki unsurlar olustugunda insan ticareti kavramindan s6z edilebilir. Herhangi bir
devletin sinirlari dahilinde bireylerin fiziksel ya da psikolojik olarak istismar edilmesi, rizasi disinda kandiriimasi,
baski ve siddete maruz kalarak calistiriimasi esastir (Salt, 2000, s.35). insan ticareti magduru, bireyin eylemin
baslangicinda rizasi olsa bile kullanilan zorlama araclart hukuki anlamda rizasinin yitirilmesine ve iradenin
sakatlanmasina yol acmaktadir (Memisoglu, 2019, s.264). insan ticaretini gécmen kacakciligindan ayiran en
onemli unsur, suc fiilinde cebir ve siddetin bulunmasidir. Gd¢men kacakciliginda birey ile organize su¢ gruplari
arasindaki iliski go¢ strecinin sona ermesiyle son bulurken, insan ticaretinde bireyin 6zgurlugu kisitlandigr ve
iradesi baski altinda oldugu icin iliski streklilik halini almaktadir (Yigittepe & Caykara, 2019, 5.88). Goraldugu
Uzere insan ticareti, bireyin icinde bulundugu durumdan yararlanilarak rizasinin dogrudan ya da dolayh olarak
ele gecirilmesi ve ticaretin konusu olarak magdur edilmesini icermektedir. Bu sekilde kirilmaz bir déngl icerisine
girilmektedir.

Kuresellesmenin etkisiyle beraber, diizenli ve diizensiz gé¢ olgusunda 6ne cikan egilimlerden biri de gd¢ stirecine
karar verme asamasindaki kadinlarin agirligi veya etkisidir. Bu kararin temelinde ise hedef ilkelerde bulunan
kayit disi ekonominin kadin emegdine olan talebi gelmektedir. Kayit disi ekonominin temelinde ise cinsiyete
dayall talep ve ucuz isgiicii ihtiyaci bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle kadinlara ihtiyac duyulan alanlarin basinda ise;
ev ici temizlik faaliyetleri, cocuk, hasta ve yasli vb. bakim hizmetleri, seks/eglence sektorti gelmektedir (Bakar,
2010, s.30). Kadin gé¢cmenler insan tacirleri tarafindan eglence ve turizm sektdriinde seks isciliginde kullanilarak
sosyal ve psikolojik olarak magdur edilmektedir (icduygu, 2006, s.74).
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Turkiye’ye yonelik goclin kadinlasma strecinin ge¢misi, 1990°ll yillarda meydana gelen siyasi gelismelere
bagli olarak bavul ticareti ile baslamis olup seks/edlence sektori ile ev ici hizmet islerindeki artisla kendini
one cikarmistir (Kaska, 2009, s.730). Bu talebin meydana getirdigi en 6nemli sonu¢ ise insan ticaretine konu
olmalarindan kaynaklanan magduriyetlerdir. Uygulamada insan tacirleri olarak da adlandirilan suclular, kadin
magdurlar normal is ilanlar kapsaminda rizalari ile stirece dahil etmektedir. insan tacirleri tarafindan stirecin
icerisine giren kadinlara belirli bir slire sonra rizalari disinda baski veya siddet uygulanarak asiri miktarda bor¢
senetleri imzalattiriimakta, polis-jandarma veya kamu gérevlilerini tanidiklari ve kendilerini kurtaramayacaklar
yonande gtclu bir algr olusturulmaktadir. Bununla beraber, pasaport veya seyahat belgelerine el konularak
ozgurlukleri kisitlanmaktadir. Kadin magdurlar, borclarini 6demek amaciyla rizalari disinda fuhus ve eglence
sektoriinde kole gibi calistiriimaya zorlanmaktadir. Belser (2005, s.12), bu duruma maruz kalan kadinlarin
basta cinsel yollarla bulasan hastaliklar olmak Uzerek fizyolojik ve psikolojik sorunlarla karsilasabildiklerini
vurgulamaktadir. Uzun yillar boyunca kadinlarin insan ticaretine maruz kalmalarinin en temel nedeni; az gelismis
Ulkelerdeki cinsiyete dayali esitsizliklerin yaygin olmasi, erkek istihdaminin 6ncelligi, ataerkil toplum icerisindeki
ikincil konumlari ve cinsel 6zgUrltiguanin bulunmamasidir (Sever, Demir & Kahya, 2012, 5.19).

Diger taraftan, siyasi ve sosyal sebeplerle tek basina go¢ etmek durumunda kalan kadin gé¢cmenler hem
go¢ guzergahinda hem de gbc edilen Ulkede cinsiyetci yaklasimlar dodrultusunda insan ticaretine maruz
kalabilmekte ve fuhus sektdriinde calismaya zorlanabilmektedir. Diizensiz veya diizenli go¢ hareketlerinin nemli
bir bolimu, az gelismis Ulkelerden gelismis (lkelere dogru oldugundan gd¢cmenler aliskin olmadiklari sosyal
hayata entegre olamamakta ve 6zellikle kadinlar insan tacirlerinin kurbani olabilmektedir. Tirkiye genelinde ise,
Ozellikle buyUksehirlerde go¢men gruplarina yonelik uygulanan sosyal ve ekonomik kisitlamalar nedeniyle kadin
gdcmenlerin deailesine katki sunabilmek amaciyla eg§lence ve fuhus sektoriinde para getirensuclariisleyebildikleri
dustundlmektedir (Kocanli, 2024, s.208). Bununla birlikte, uluslararasi go¢ hareketleri kapsaminda, go¢ strecinde
ve sonrasinda kadin ve erkeklerin sahip oldugu &zellikler nedeniyle farkliliklar tasidiklari g6ézlemlenmistir
(Akpinar, 2001, s.91). Kadin gé¢cmenlerin go¢ kararlari irdelendidinde, genellikle finansal yetersizliklerinin 6ne
ciktigr belirlenmistir. Kadinlar, finansal konularda yeterli kontrol sahibi olamadiklarindan finansal 6zgurliklerini
elde etmek, toplum icindeki ikincil konumlarindan kurtulmak ve refah dizeylerini artirmak amaciyla diger
Ulkelere go¢ edebilmektedirler. Bununla beraber toplum igindeki kati cinsiyet yaklasimlari, eslerinden fiziksel
siddet gormeleri veya can guavenliklerinin tehlikede olmasi da goc¢ kararlarinda etkili olabilmektedir (Kofman,
Phizacklea, Raghuram & Sales, 2000, s.143). Diger taraftan, kadin gocmenler erkeklere kiyasla yeni toplumlarina
daha iyi uyum sadlamalarina karsin goc¢ sirecinde tek basina olmalari, sorumluluklarin cogalmasi, yogun
duygusal yapilari ve istihdamda ikincil konumlari nedeniyle g6¢ stirecinden daha olumsuz etkilenmektedirler
(Buz, 2008, 5.122). Bu temel yaklasim cercevesinde, kadin gé¢menlerin tecriibe ettikleri yeni hayatlarinin kaynak
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iilkedeki yasamlarina benzer olmasi nedeniyle biytik bir hayal kirkligina ugradiklari ifade edilebilir. Ozellikle
kiltlrel ve ekonomik dezavantajlariyla tek basina gé¢ eden kadin gocmenler, finansal yeterlilikleri kazanmak
amaciyla fuhus ve eglence sektoriinde calismalari veya kararini vermeleri insan ticareti sirecinin baslamasina
neden olmaktadir.

GOc hareketlerinin karanhk sonuclarindan biri olan insan ticareti, fuhus ve egdlence sektériinden gelen ve giderek
artan talebin bir sonucu kapsaminda degerlendirilmelidir. Bu kapsamda Erder ve Kaska (2003) tarafindan
hazirlanan I0M insan Ticareti Raporu’nda insan ticaretinin temel nedenleri ortaya konmustur.

“Tirkiye'de kayitl sektorde istihdam zorluklari ve is bulma imkanlarina ulasmadaki Sikintilar, insan ticaretini
motive eden bir zemin olusmasina firsat vermektedir. Kayit disi ekonominin yasa aisi isyerlerine firsat verilmesi,
diger taraftan kayitl sektérde is bulmadaki engellerin bir arada olmasi bir ikilem meydana getirmektedir. Bu
ikilem icerisinde ézellikle kadin gécmenler gercek olmayan is akitleriyle iradeleri sakatlanarak, kendilerini insan
ticaretine konu olan alanlarda bulabilmektedir. Tirkiye'de yasanan insan ticareti magdurlari (zerine yapilan
bir arastirmada; Tiirkiye'de yasal is imkanlarinin getirdigi maddi kazan¢ hedeflerine aldanarak gelen Tiirkmen,
Ozbek ve Moldovya uyruklu kadinlarin adirlikta oldudu saptanmistir. [s ilanlarinin gercek olmamasi, yasal is
imkanlarina ulasmadaki temel yasal sikintilar ve yasal kontroldeki sikintilar kadinlarin insan tacirlerinin eline
dismesine ve magaduriyetlerin yasanmasina neden oldudgu tespit edilmistir.” (Erder & Kaska, 2003).

Sekil 1
Diinya Genelinde Meydana Gelen Insan Ticareti Vakalarini Gésteren Harita

(Counter Trafficking Data Collaborative, 2020).
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Dinya genelinde meydana gelen insan ticareti olaylari analiz edildiginde, cinsel sémiri amacli vakalarinin
on planda oldugu soylenebilir. Bu kapsamda, dinya genelindeki insan ticareti verilerinin yer aldigi harita
incelendiginde, vakalarin cogunun Avrupa ve Glney Dogu Asya bdlgesinde toplandigi tespit edilmistir. Bu veri
cercevesinde, go¢ olaylarinin yogun olarak yasandigi bélgelerde insan ticareti vakalarinin yogunlasmasinin, goc¢-
insan ticareti iliskisini destekledigi ifade edilebilir.

Uluslararasi ve Ulusal Yasal Mevzuat

Bu gelismelerin yaninda, dinya genelinde 2000’li yillardan itibaren insan ticareti ile kapsamli bir micadele
baslatiimis ve stphelilerin adir bir sekilde cezalandirma calismalarina agirlik verilmistir. Bu kapsamda, 2000
yilinda BM tarafindan kabul edilen ve 2003 yilinda yirarliige giren “Sinirasan Orgutlii Suclara Karsi BM
Sozlesmesi’ne Ek Protokol” ile insan ticareti ve gdcmen kacakcilidi iki ayri suc kategorisi olarak kabul edilmistir
(Birlesmis Milletler, 2000).

“(a) Insan ticareti kuvvet kullanarak veya kuvvet kullanma tehdidi ile veya diger bir bicimde zorlama,
kacirma, hile, aldatma, nifuzu kétlye kullanma, kisinin caresizliginden yararlanma veya baskasi Uzerinde
denetim yetkisi olan kisilerin rizasini kazanmak icin o kisiye veya baskalarina kazanc¢ veya cikar saglama
yoluyla kisilerin istismar amacli temini, bir yerden bir yere tasinmasi, devredilmesi, barindiriimasi veya
teslim alinmasi anlamina gelir. istismar terimi, asgari olarak, baskalarinin fuhusunun istismar edilmesini
veya cinsel istismarin baska bicimlerini, zorla calistirmayi veya hizmet ettirmeyi, esareti veya esaret benzeri
uygulamalari, kullugu veya organlarin alinmasini icermektedir.

(b) insan ticaretinin (a) bendinde belirtilen yontemlerden herhangi biriyle yapiimis olmasi magdurun bu
istismara razi olup olmamasi durumu degistirmeyecektir.

(¢) Bu maddenin (a) bendinde dngorilen yontemlerden herhangi birini icermese bile, cocudun istismar
amacli temini, bir yerden bir yere tasinmasi, devredilmesi, barindiriimasi veya teslim alinmasi insan ticareti
olarak kabul edilecektir.

(d) On sekiz yasinin altindaki herkes ¢ocuk kabul edilecektir.”

Bu diizenlemeyle birlikte, 2005 yilinda imzalanan ve 2008°de y(rrliige giren “Avrupa Konseyi insan Ticaretine
Karsi Eylem So6zlesmesi”, insan ticaretine karsi etkin micadelenin insan haklari ve cinsiyet esitligi ilkesine
dayanmasi gerektigini ve tlkelerin magdurlari tespit etme ve koruma sorumlulugu oldugunu daha da dnemli
hale getirmistir (Council of Europe, 2005). Tlrkiye de insan ticareti ile micadele kapsaminda uluslararasi
sozlesmelerine iliskin hususlari 2003 yilinda 4804 Sayili Kanun ile onaylanmasini uygun bulmus ve i¢ hukuk
sistemine dahil etmistir (Resmi Gazete, 2003, 25014). insan ticareti sucu, TCK’nin 80’inci maddesinde ayrintili
olarak diizenlenmistir. 5237 sayili Tirk Ceza Kanunu’nun 80’inci maddesine gore insan ticareti;
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“a) Zorla calistirmak, hizmet ettirmek, fuhus yaptirmak veya esarete tabi kilmak ya da viicut organlarinin
verilmesini saglamak maksadiyla, tehdit, baski, cebir veya siddet uygulamak, niifuzu kétiye kullanmak,
kandirmak veya kisiler Gizerindeki denetim olanaklarindan veya caresizliklerinden yararlanarak rizalarini elde
etmek suretiyle kisileri Glkeye sokan, Ulke disina ¢ikaran, tedarik eden, kaciran, bir yerden baska bir yere
gotiren veya sevk eden ya da barindiran kimseye sekiz yildan on iki yila kadar hapis ve on bin giine kadar
adli para cezasi verilir.

b) Birinci fikrada belirtilen amaclarla girisilen ve sucu olusturan fiiller var oldugu takdirde, magdurun rizasi
gecersizdir.

¢) On sekiz yasini doldurmamis olanlarin birinci fikrada belirtilen maksatlarla tedarik edilmeleri, kaciriimalari,
bir yerden bir yere gétirilmeleri veya sevk edilmeleri veya barindiriimalari hallerinde suca ait arac fiillerden
hicbirine basvurulmus olmasa da faile birinci fikrada belirtilen cezalar verilir.

d) Bu suclardan dolayi tiizel kisiler hakkinda da glivenlik tedbirlerine hiikmolunur.”

80’inci madde ayrintili incelendiginde, uluslararasi sézlesmelere uygun olarak yapilan her eylemin
cezalandiriima yoluna gidildigi goriilmektedir. Ozellikle her insan ticareti magduru icin siiphelilerin en az sekiz
yil cezalandiriimasinin hedeflenmesi insan ticareti ile miicadelede dnemli bir asama olarak degerlendirilmelidir.
Genel olarak; uluslararasi go¢ hareketlerinin gd¢ edilen toplumda dnemli sosyal, kiltirel, ekonomik ve glivenlik
sorunlarina neden olmasinin yaninda 6zellikle kadinlar ve kiz cocuklar basta olmak Uzere bireyler izerinde
sosyolojik ve psikolojik baglamda cok ciddi sonuclar meydana getirdigi ifade edilmelidir. En 6nemlisi, kadinlari
ve kiz cocuklarini fuhus sektoriine itmesi ve icinden c¢ikilmasi veya kurtulmasi ¢ok zor bir yasam bicimine
yonlendirmesidir. Diger taraftan, bireylerin emeklerini sémirme baglaminda, TCK 80’inci madde kapsaminda
degerlendirilecegini gdz 6ntinde bulundurmak gerekmektedir. Ozellikle ekonomik dezavantajlariyla gé¢ eden
bireylerin, yeni toplumlarindaki yasamlarinda istihdam, calisma izinlerinin bulunmamasi, emeklerin tam
karsiliginin verilmemesi veya hi¢c 6denmemesi gibi hususlar insan ticareti sucu kapsaminda degerlendirilmelidir.
Ozellikle kitlesel goc hareketlilikleri cercevesinde uzun zamandir Tiirkiye’de yasayan Suriye kokenli gécmenlerin
2021 yili itibariyla nafuslari incelendiginde, genc ve yetiskin erkek gé¢cmen nifusunun %36,24 oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Bu veri, herhangi bir iste calisip ailesine bakmakla mikellef bir kitleyi temsil etmektedir. Diger
taraftan, Calisma ve Sosyal Glvenlik Bakanhginin 2021 yilinda acikladigr calisma izni verilen Suriyeli sayisinin
91.500 ve ¢alismak zorunda olan erkek nifusun 799.777 olmasi g6z éniinde bulunduruldugunda, popilasyonun
%88,56’sInIn kacak calisma zorunda birakilmasina neden oldugu ifade edilebilir (Kocanli, 2024, s.186). Farkli
bir ifadeyle, genc ve yetiskin erkek nifusun emedginin karsih§ini alamamasi, ¢alisma Ucretinin hic 6denmemesi
veya Ucretinin gec¢ verilmesi ya da temel insan haklarina uygun olmayan sartlarda calistirilmasi hususlarin
tamaminin insan ticareti kapsaminda degerlendirilmesini gerektirmektedir. Bu durum ayni zamanda, bu tar
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risklere sahip kitlenin, dzellikle ekonomik temelli suclara yonelerek kendileri ve aile bireyleri icin temel gecim
kaynagini sadlayacak sekilde hareket edebilecekleri sdylenebilir. Bu temel tespitler ¢ercevesinde, insan ticareti
sucunun gécmenlerin cinsel ve emek sémdarist baglaminda modern kéle olarak sémarildugl uluslararast go¢
hareketlerinin ortaya cikardigi karanlik bir sonuc olarak gérilmesi gerektidi giicli bir sekilde ifade edilmelidir.

Metodoloji

Turkiye’de insan ticareti magdurlarinin tespiti 2000°li yillarin basinda baslamis ve ilk istatistikler 2005 yilinda
paylasiimistir. 2005 yilindan bu yana Igisleri Bakanligi 3.231 insan ticareti magduru tespit etmistir. Bu tarihten
itibaren 2007 yilina kadar adirlikli olarak Rusya, Moldova, Ukrayna ve Orta Asya Ulkelerinden gelen kadinlar insan
ticareti magduru olarak saptanmistir. 2007 yilindan sonra ise Ozbekistan, Kirgizistan ve Tirkmenistan uyruklu
kadinlar, magduriyetlerin dnemli bir bdlimand olusturmustur. 2011 yili sonrasinda savastan kacip Tirkiye’ye gelen
Suriyelilerin sayisi tahmin edilenden fazla olmasi nedeniyle son yillarda Suriye uyruklu kadin magdur miktarinda
artislar gézlemlenmistir (GIB, 2023). Tiirkiye’de bulunan magdurlar genellikle Suriye, Tarkmenistan, Ozbekistan
ve Fas Ulkelerinden olmakla birlikte, diger az gelismemis tlkelerden de kadin magdurlar bulunmaktadir. Turizmin
yogun oldugu Antalya, Mugla ve istanbul illerinde insan ticareti vakalari siklikla gozlemlenmektedir (GiB, 2023).
GIB verileri cercevesinde, uluslararasi goc hareketlerine bagl olarak Turkiye’'de nitel ve nicel baglaminda insan
ticareti vakalarinin kapsaminin genisledigi sdylenebilir. Bu temel tespitten yola ¢ikarak arastirmanin amaci, giris
kisminda ifade edildigi Gzere 2012-2021 yillari arasinda Jandarma Genel Komutanhginin sorumluluk sahasinda
meydana gelen insan ticareti vakalarini nicel cerecvede irdelemek ve betimsel olarak mevcut durumu analiz
etmektir. Belirlenen temel ama¢ dogrultusunda arastirmanin problemi giris kisminda ayrintili olarak ortaya
konmustur. Arastirmanin problemi ¢ercevesinde, insan ticareti verilerinin artisindaki temel nedenleri incelemek
amaciyla Jandarma Genel Komutanliginin sorumluluk bélgesinde cereyan eden veriler analiz edilmistir.

Yapilan analizin, jandarmanin insan ticareti ile micadelesinde o6nemli bir farkindalik kazandiracagi
degerlendirilmektedir. Diger taraftan, jandarma sorumluluk bdlgesinde yogunlukla meydana gelen diizensiz
g6¢ olaylari ve insan ticareti vakalari ile daha etkin miicadele edebilmek amaciyla 2016 yilindan itibaren 23 il
genelinde Gocmen Kacakciligi ve insan Ticaretiile Miicadele Sube Miidiirliikleri (GKIT) gérev yapmaya baslamistir.
Il merkezlerinin yaninda, olaylarin yogunlukla meydana geldigi (17) ilce merkezinde GKIT Kisim Amirligi
seviyesinde yapilanma saglanmistir (GKIT ile Micadele Daire Baskanligi, 2017: 30). Bu arastirmanin Tirkiye
genelinde gorev yapan Gocmen Kacakciligi ve insan Ticareti ile Micadele Sube Mudarliiklerinin insan ticareti
ile micadelesinde dnemli bir bakis acisi kazandiracadi dustunilmektedir. Bununla birlikte, 2011 yilinda Suriye’de
baslayan kaos ve kargasa ortaminin yol actigi kitlesel insan hareketleri ile daha etkin ve sistemli micadele
edebilmek amaciyla kurulan Gog Idaresi Baskanliginin en énemli paydasi kolluk kuvvetleridir. Bu kapsamda
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incelendiginde, arastirmadan elde edilen sonuclarin Go¢ idaresi Baskanhiginin izleyecedi stratejilerde yardimcl
olacag degerlendirilmektedir. Ayrica diizensiz gd¢ olaylari ve sonuclari ile ilgilenen sivil toplum kuruluslarinin
yapacagi calismalarda katkilar sunacagi degerlendirilmektedir.

Arastirmanin kapsami, Jandarma Genel Komutanliginin sorumluluk sahasi ve 2012-2021 yillari arasindaki dénem
ile sinirl tutulmustur. Arastirmanin sadece jandarma sorumluluk sahasi ile sinirlandiriimasinin en énemli nedeni,
Emniyet Genel Mudurliginln asayis suc verilerini diger kurum ve arastirmacilarla paylasmak istememesidir.
Bu kapsamda, elde edilen arastirma sonuglarinin sadece jandarma sorumluluk sahasi ile sinirli oldugu dikkate
alinmalidir. Suriye’de baslayan kaos ve kargasa ortaminin etkisiyle Turkiye’ye yonelik uluslararasi g6¢ hareketleri,
2012 yilindan itibaren hizli bir ivme ile artmaya baslamistir. Go¢ ve suc verilerinin 2021 yilindan sonra benzerlikler
gostermesi ve tekrarlama Ozelliklerini ortaya koymasi nedeniyle arastirmanin zaman dilimi 2012-2021 yillari
arasindaki donem ile sinirlandiriimistir. JGNK’dan elde edilen veriler dogrultusunda; sorumluluk sahasinda
yasayan yabanci uyruklu populasyonun sirekli yer degistirmesi, kolluk kuvvetleri sorumluluk alanlarinin dinamik
Ozellik gostermesi, suc isleyen stipheliler baglaminda kolluk kuvvetleri sorumluluk alanlarinin 6nemsiz olmasi
ve dlizensiz go¢men miktarinin strekli degismesi nedenlerinden dolayi jandarma bélgesinde yasayan yabanci
uyruklu nifusun tam miktarinin tespit edilememesi bir sinirlilik olarak degerlendirilmistir. Bu sinirhiliktan dolayi
insan ticareti suc verilerinin ntfusa oranlamasi yapilamamistir. Ayrica Jandarma Genel Komutanligindan temin
edilen verilerin, gercek veri kapsaminda sahadaki durumu ve mutlak dogrulari yansittigi kabul edilmistir.
Arastirma cercevesinde, jandarma sorumluluk bdlgesinde meydana gelen verilere ihtiya¢c duyulmustur. Bu
kapsamda, ihtiyac duyulan verilerin temini amaciyla Jandarma Genel Komutanligi ve Goc¢ idaresi Baskanhigina
05 Mart 2022 tarihinde Baskent Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiistintn tst yazisiyla talep yazisi gonderilmis
ve 03 Haziran 2022 tarihinde olumlu yanit alinmistir. Jandarma Genel Komutanlgi ile Go¢ Idaresi Baskanligindan
temin edilen verilerin kullanimina iliskin 23 Ekim 2023 tarihinde Baskent Universitesi Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler ve
Sanat Kurulundan etik onay alinmistir.

Arastirmada kullaniimak (zere elde edilen veriler, pozitivist disincenin &ne sirdigu 6zellikler dogrultusunda
nicel yontemler kullanilarak degerlendirilmistir. Analizlerden elde edilen sonuclar betimleyici bir ydntemle
yorumlanmistir. Arastirmanin problemi dogrultusunda Jandarma Genel Komutanliginin tim asayis olaylarinin
raporlandigl ve kaydedildigi veri tabanindan faydalaniimistir. Veri tabani intranet esasla calismakta olup dis
mudahalelere kapall bir sistemdir. Jandarma Genel Komutanhgindan alinan izne istinaden insan ticareti
vakalarina ait veriler ham sekilde temin edilmistir. Ham veriler kategorilendirilerek tablolara aktariimis ve analizi
yaplimistir. Arastirma kapsaminda yer alan tim tablolar arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulmustur. Oncellikle diinya
genelindeki insan ticareti suguna iliskin veriler incelenerek egilim ortaya konmaya ¢alisiimistir. Miiteakiben, tim
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kolluk kuvvetleri bolgesinde meydana gelen insan ticareti verileri irdelenmistir. Diinya ve Turkiye genelindeki
mevcut durumun incelenmesinin ardindan belirlenen kapsam ve sinirhliklar cercvesinde jandarmanin goérev
sahasinda islenen insan ticareti ile gé¢cmen kacakcihgr suclarina iliskin veriler analiz edilmistir. Arastirmanin
evreni ise, Turkiye yuzolcimiiniin %93’tne tekabiil eden (81) il Jandarma Komutanliginin sorumluluk bolgesinde
meydana gelen insan ticareti olaylari temel alinarak olusturulmustur.

Bulgular ve Tartisma

Bu bolimde Jandarma Genel Komutanligi ile Go¢ idaresi Baskanhigindan temin edilen veriler incelenmis ve
mevcut durum analiz edilmistir. Ancak, 6ncellikle diinya genelindeki insan ticareti verilerinin irdelenmesiyle
genel egilim ortaya konmustur.

Sekil 2
Uluslararasi insan Ticareti Verileri (CTDC, 2024).

EXPLOITATION TYPES AMONG IDENTIFIED
N ’ VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING, 2007-2022 (%)

- Forced labour Sexual exploitation - Other types of exploitation
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60 /—m
& / W
0 I

Source: CTDC, 2024.
Note: The data in this chart are from the Counter Trafficking
Collaborative (CTDC); the global data hub on human
trafficking featuring the largest case level datsets on human
trafficking from different organizations around the world. For IOM GMDAC, 2024.
more information go to: https://www.ctdatacollaborative.org www.migrationdataportal.org

Sekil 2’de bulunan veriler incelendiginde, cinsel sémard baglamindaki insan ticareti vakalarinin 2014 yilindan
itibaren anlamli bir artis trendi icerisinde oldugu goértlmektedir. Emek somurisi baglamindaki verilerinin ise
2012-2014 yillan arasinda anlaml oldugu ifade edilebilir. Miiteakip yillarda 6nemli bir disls egdilimi gosterdigi
soylenebilir. Ozellikle uluslararasi mevzuat kapsaminda alinan tedbirlerin, dists egiliminde etkili oldugu
degerlendirilmektedir. Ancak dinya genelinde cinsellige olan talebin devam etmesinin, kadin ve cocuklara
yonelik insan ticareti vakalarinin devaminda etkili oldugu distnalmektedir.
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Diinya genelindeki veriler kapsaminda, yilda 600.000-800.000 arasindaki bireyin insan ticaretine maruz kaldig
ve %90°ni1 kadinlar ile ¢ocuklarin olusturdugu belirlenmistir (Miller vd., 2007). Bununla beraber, BM tarafindan
2016 yilinda yayinlanan insan ticareti raporunda insan ticareti magdurlarin yarisina yakin bir kisminin tilke icindeki
magddurlardan olustugu ve cogunlugunun Bati ve Gliney Avrupa’da ikamet ettigi ileri strilmustir (UNODC, 2016,
s.5). Aslinda bu magddurlarinin bir kismini diizensiz gé¢menler, diger bir bolimind de turistik vizeyle gelen
ve suclularin gercek niyetlerini sezinleyemeden iradeleri kandirilan bireyler olusturmaktadir. Ozellikle gé¢cmen
kacakcilari veya insan tacirleri tarafindan cesitli yontemlerle magdurlar kandirilarak insan ticareti kurbani veya
madduru olabilmektedirler (O’Neill, 1999).

Bu tespitleirn yani sira, dinya genelinde 49,6 milyon civarinda insan ticareti magdurunun bulundugu
degerlendirilmektedir. Bumagdurlarin 12 milyonunu cocuklar olusturmaktadir. Bireylerin cinsel ve emek sémurisu
anlaminda ticarete konu olmasi yaklasik 150 milyar dolarlik bir sektorii ortaya ¢cikarmistir (Our Rescue, 2024).
Uluslararasi Go¢ OrgUt’niin insan Ticaretiyle Miicadele Veri Kolektifi (CTDC), verilerine gére magdurlarin biyik
bir kismi kadindir ve insan ticareti agirlikli olarak cinsel sémriye konu olan kadin ve kiz ¢ocuklarini etkileyen
bir su¢ olarak gértlmektedir. Ancak zamanla uluslararasi mevzuat kapsaminda emek somurGst de insan ticareti
kapsamina alindigindan erkek magddurlarin sayisi da zamanla ytkselmistir. 2002 ve 2022 yillari arasinda tespit
edilen insan ticareti magdurlarini; Ukrayna (%16), Filipinler (%11), Amerika Birlesik Devletleri (%10), Moldova
Cumbhuriyeti (%9) ve Meksika (%7) kokenli bireyler olusturmaktadir (Migration Data Portal, 2024).

Sekil 3
2005-2023 Yillar1 Arasindaki Insan Ticareti Magdurlarin Durumu (GIB, 2023).

YILLARA GORE iNSAN TiCARETi MAGDURLARI
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Tirkiye genelindeki mevcut durum sekil 3'te gosterilmistir. Sekildeki veriler incelendiginde, 2005-2013
yillari arasinda bir dasts egiliminin oldugu gorulmektedir. Ancak 2014-2017 yillari arasinda uluslararasi go¢
hareketlerinin etkisiyle, 2014 yilindan itibaren magdur sayisinda 6nemli artislar kaydedilmistir. Vaka sayilarinin
2021 yilinda ise zirve yapmasl, insan ticareti ile micadelede 6nemli bir esik olarak kabul edilmesi gerekliligini
ortaya koymaktadir. Zira, 2021 yili Tirkiye genelinde bulunan diizensiz gdcmenlerin ve gecici koruma stattiisiinde
bulunan Suriyelilerin en fazla sayida bulundudu yildir. Bu veri, uluslararasi go¢ hareketleri ile insan ticareti vaka
miktarlari arasindaki iliskiyi gostermesi acisindan anlamli bir tespit olarak ifade edilebilir. Ozellikle Suriye’de
yasanan catismalar ve Tiirkiye’ye gelen go¢ dalgasinin bu artisi ortaya cikardigi belirtilebilir. insan ticareti
magdurlarinin istismar sekillerine bakildiginda ilk sirada cinsel somdirii gelmektedir. insan ticareti magdurlarinin
uyruklari incelendiginde; Ozbekistan, Afganistan, Fas, Suriye, Kirgizistan ve Ozbekistan’in ilk siralarda yer aldigi
gorulmektedir. Turkiye'deki magdurlarin cogunlugunu Suriye, Tirkmenistan, Ozbekistan ve Fas Glkelerinden
gelenler olusturmakla beraber diger gelismemis iilkelere mensup kadin magdurlar da bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle ev
icitemizlik isleri, yasli ve cocuk bakim hizmetleriisilanlarinaistinaden yliksek kazanc vaatlerine aldanip Turkiye’ye
turist vizesiyle gelen kadinlar belirli bir siire sonra insan tacirleri tarafindan pasaportlarina el konularak fuhus ve
eglence sektérinde zorla calistirmaktadirlar (GIB, 2023). Ozer tarafindan yapilan bir arastirmada; insan ticareti
magdurlarinin cogunlugunu Orta Asya Ulkelerinden gelen kadinlarin (Turkmenistan, Ozbekistan, Moldovya vb.)
olusturdugu, Turkiye’de verilen ev ici hizmet ilanlari dogrultusunda Tarkiye’ye geldigi ve geldiklerinde ise insan
tacirlerinin magduru olduklari belirlenmistir (Ozer, 2012, s.155).

Sekil 4

Yillara G6re Jandarma Sorumluluk Bélgesindeki insan Ticareti Olay Sayilari (JGNK’nin insan ticareti verileri analiz
edilerek arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulmustur.)
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Jandarma sorumluluk bélgesinde 2012-2021 yillari arasinda meydana gelen insan ticareti sucu olay sayilari ise
sekil 4’te gosterilmistir. Sekil incelendiginde, olay sayilarinin 2012-2017 yillari arasinda dalgalanmalar gosterdigi
ancak 2017 yilindan itibaren 2019 yilina kadar bir artis trendi icerisnde oldugu tespit edilmistir. Ozellikle 2018
ve 2019 yillarr arasindaki %88,23’1ik artis oranin dikkat cektigi ifade edilebilir. 2020 yilinda ise diinya genelinde
meydana gelen Covid-19 salgini kapsaminda alinan kati koruyucu tedbirlerin etkisiyle insan hareketliliginin
azalmasiyla olay sayilarinda kismen disis yasandidi saptanmistir. Bununla beraber 2021 yilinda ise tekrar bir
artis trendi icerisinde oldugu belirlenmistir.

Sekil 5

2012-2021 Yillari Arasindaki Insan Ticareti Magdurlarinin Dagilimi (JGNK’nin insan ticareti verileri analiz edilerek
arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulmustur.)

Insan Ticareti Magduru Sayilar
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Arastirma kapsamindaki zaman araligina iliskin insan ticareti sucu magduru sayilari sekil 5’te sunulmustur. 2009-
2017 yillari arasinda magdur sayilarinda artis ve azalislarin oldugu gortilmektedir. Ozellikle go¢ hareketlerinin
yogunlastigi 2017 yilindan itibaren 2021 yilina kadar magdur miktarinin 6 kat arttigi belirlenmistir. Bu veri, go¢
stirecinde ve sonrasinda kadin gd¢menlerin insan tacirleri tarafindan siklikla magdur edildiklerini gostermektedir.
2021 yilinda ise belirtilen zaman araligindaki en yiiksek magdur sayisina ulasildig tespit edilmistir. Ozellikle
egitim dizeyi distk ve nitelikli bir meslegi olmayan kadin gdcmenler, fuhus ve eglence sektord tarafindan daha
kolay hedef alinmaktadir. GO¢ surecinde, kadin gd¢cmenler erkeklere kiyasla daha kolay insan ticareti magduru
olabilmektedir. Bu durum, kadin gé¢cmenlerin madduriyet seviyesini ve miktarini artirabilmektedir. Diger
taraftan, magdur miktarlarindaki anlaml artisin uluslararasi go¢ hareketlerinin karanlik yizant gésterdigi ifade
edilmelidir.
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Sekil 6

Insan Ticareti Sucu Maddurlarinin Uyruklarina Gére Dadilimi (JGNK’nin insan ticareti verileri analiz edilerek
arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulmustur.)
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Insan ticaretinin bir insanlik sucu oldugu ve insan onuru ile bagdasmadidi kiiresel dizeyde kabul géren bir
gercektir. insan ticareti sucu hem cinsel hem de emek somuriisi baglaminda ulusal ve uluslararasi mevzuat
cercevesinde kabul edilen énemli bir suc taradar. Ozellikle 2000’li yillardan itibaren baslayan uluslararasi
farkindalik, ilk etapta cinsel sémart ve fuhus amacli kadin ve ¢ocuklarin magdur edilmesine yonelik olmustur.
Miteakiben bireylerin emeklerin sémurilmesine yonelik miicadele genislemistir. Gerek ulusal gerekse uluslararasi
insan ticareti verilerinde erkek magdurlar miktarlarinin artisini bu temel anlayis dogrultusunda degerlendirmek
gerekmektedir. Sekil 6’da bulunan veriler incelendiginde, 2012-2018 yillar1 arasinda 2015 ve 2017 yillari haric
olmak izere kiimulatif bir artis egilimine sahip oldugu gérilmektedir. Ozbekistan, Tirkmenistan ve Moldavya
tlkelerine ait magdurlarin n planda oldugu belirtilebilir. 2019 yilindan itibaren ise Turk magdurlarinim agriliginin
artmaya basladigi saptanmistir. Bununla beraber, Ozbekistan, Kirgizistan, Fas ve Afganistan lkelerine ait
maddurlar da artis icerisindedir. Ozellikle Turk magdurlarindaki artisin temel nedeninin, insan ticareti sucunun
TCK’nin 80’inci madde kapsaminda ayrintili degerlendirilmesinden kaynaklandigi distnalmektedir.
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Sekil 7

Insan Ticareti Suc Magdurlarinin Cinsiyetleri (JGNK’nin insan ticareti verileri analiz edilerek arastirmaci tarafindan
olusturulmustur.)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
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Sekil 7°’de insan ticareti magdurlarinin cinsiyetleri incelenmistir. Yapilan analizde, magdurlarin %75’inin kadin
ve %25’nin erkek oldugu bulgularina ulasiimistir. Kadin magdurlarin erkeklere gore acik bir sekilde fazla sayida
olmasl, insan ticaretinde esas gayenin cinsel yonden sémirme oldugu dustncesini kuvvetlendirmektedir.
Ozellikle 2017 yilindan itibaren kadin magdurlarin artisinin cok anlamli oldugu degerlendirilmektedir. Ozellikle
Suriye’de meydana gelen i¢ savas, kaos ve kargasa hareketleri dogrultusunda Turkiye’ye yonelik kitlesel goc¢
akinlart ile Tarkiye’nin uyguladigi acik kapi politikasi gdcmen miktarinin artisinda cok etkili olmustur. 2021 yili
itibariyla, Tlrkiye’de yasayan Suriyeli gdcmenlerin %47,76’sinin kadinlardan olustugu saptanmistir. 15-34 yas
grubunda bulunan genc kadinlarin orani ise %35,02 olarak tespit edilmistir (Kocanli, 2024, s.185). Diger (lkelere
ait kadin diizensiz gé¢cmenlerin orani %20,91 olarak tespit edilmistir (Kocanli, 2024, s.175). Suriye kokenli kadin
dlzensiz go¢men oranin diger dlzensiz gd¢cmenlere kiyasla fazla olmasi, bazi kadin gé¢menleri ailelerine
maddi kazan¢ getirmek maksadiyla fuhus ve eglence sektérine yonlendirdigi distuntlmektedir. Ayrica, siyasi
ve sosyal sebeplerle tek basina go¢ etmek durumunda kalan kadin gé¢menler hem g6¢ glzergahinda hem de
goc edilen Glkede cinsiyetci yaklasimlar dogrultusunda insan ticaretine maruz kalabilmekte ve fuhus sektoriinde
calismaya zorlanabilmektedir. 2017-2021 yillari arasindaki kadin magdur artisini, bu temel veriler cercevesinde
degerlendirmek gerekmektedir. 2020 ve 2021 yillarinda meydana gelen erkek magdur sayisindaki artisin
temelinde, emek sémrusine yapilan islem sayisinin ylikselmeye baslamasi yer almaktadir.
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Sekil 8

Jandarma Sorumluluk Bélgesinde Insan Ticareti Sucunun En Fazla Gordldigia Bes Il (JGNK’nin insan ticareti
verileri analiz edilerek arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulmustur.)
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Jandarma sorumluluk bélgesinde insan ticareti sik rastlanilan bir su¢ tirl olmamakla birlikte, arastirma zaman
aralig kapsaminda 33 ilde insan ticareti su¢ kayitlarina ulasiimistir. Yapilan analizler, insan ticareti sucunun
Antalya ve Mugla ilerinde yogunlastigini gostermistir. Ozellikle, turizm ve ticari hareketliliginin fazla oldugu
yerlerde insan ticareti vakalarinin meydana gelmesinin, erkek bireylerin cinsellige olan talebin artisiyla dogru
orantili oldugu distinilmektedir. Bu baglamda, insan ticareti sucu ile en fazla karsilasilan bes ilin bulgulari sekil
8'de gosterilmistir.
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Sekil 9

Insan Tacirlerinin Uyruklarina Gére En Fazla Insan Taciri ile Karsilasilan Bes Ulke (JGNK’nin insan ticareti verileri
analiz edilerek arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulmustur.)
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Konusu suc¢ teskil eden amaclarla insan ticareti sucunu isleyen insan tacirlerinin, 13 farkl tlkeye mensup
olduklarr bilgisi arastirma bulgulari arasindadir. Jandarma sorumluluk boélgesinde insan ticareti sucunu isleyen
stiphelilerinin oldukga blytk bir kismi, insan taciri konumundaki Turk uyruklulardan olusmaktadir. Elde edilen
bulgulara gore, toplam insan tacirinin %86°s1 Tirk uyrukludur. Miiteakiben, Ozbekler insan taciri baglaminda ikinci
iilke konumundadir. Kadin magdur miktari ile insan taciri sayisi arasinda anlamli bir iliskiden s6z edilebilir. Insan
tacirlerinin uyruklarina gore en fazla insan tacirinin goraldtigi bes Ulkeye iliskin bulgular sekil 9 ile gdsterilmistir.

Sekil 10

Insan Ticareti Sucu Stphelilerinin Cinsiyetleri (JGNK’nin insan ticareti verileri analiz edilerek arastirmaci tarafindan
olusturulmustur.)
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Insan ticareti sucunu isleyen insan tacirlerinin cinsiyet bilgileri analiz edildiginde, jandarma sorumluluk
bolgesinde gerceklesen su¢ kayitlarina gore bu sugu isleyenlerin 638’nin (%65) erkek, 227°sinin (%35) kadin
oldugu bulgusuna ulasiimistir. Bu bulgudan hareketle, magdurlarinin ¢cok blyuk bir bolimind (%91) kadinlarin
olusturdugu insan ticareti sucunun slphelileri arasinda kadin suclu sayisinin hi¢ azimsanmayacak dizeyde
oldugu gérillmektedir. insan ticareti magdur miktari ile insan taciri sayisi arasinda anlamli bir iliskinin varligi s6z
konusudur.

Sekil 11

2012-2021Yillar1 Arasinda JGNK’nin Sorumluluk Bélgesinde Yakalanan Organizatérlerin Uyruk Dagilimi (JGNK’nin
dizensiz go¢ verileri analiz edilerek arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulmustur.)
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Insan ticareti sucunu degerlendirirken, gécmen kacakciligl sucunu isleyen siphelilerin verilerini gdz éniinde
bulundurmak gerekmektedir. Ozellikle, 2017 yilindan sonra insan ticareti vakalarinin artisi ile gd¢men kacakgiligi
verilerinin yikselisi arasinda anlamh bir iliski s6z konusudur. Uluslararasi go¢ hareketlerinde etkili bir roll
bulunan gé¢men kacakgiligina iliskin olay miktarlari ile insan taciri ve insan ticareti verileri arasinda anlamli bir
iliskinin oldugu degerlendirilmektedir. Her ¢ veri bir arada degerlendirildiginde, 2017 yilindan itibaren anlamli
bir artis egilimi bulunmaktadir. Bu artisin temelinde, Turkiye’nin Suriye kdkenli gd¢cmenlere yonelik uyguladigi
acik kapi politikasinin, insan taciri ve gdé¢cmen kacakeilari tarafindan suistimal edilmesi yer almaktadir. Yapilan
analizler sonucunda, Tlrkiye’ye dizensiz gd¢cmen gecisini saglayan organizatorlerin 45 farkli Glkeden oldugu
neticesine ulasiimistir. Organizatorlerin nitelikli bir kisminin Tirk uyruklu oldugu belirlenmistir. Bununla birlikte;
Suriye, Afganistan, Pakistan ve Ukrayna uyruklu organizat6r miktarinin diger tlkelere gore én plana ¢iktigi tespit
edilmistir. Sekil incelendiginde, organizatorlerin %85,65'nin Tlrkiye’den oldugu anlasiimaktadir. Miteakiben,
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Suriye ve Afgan uyruklu gd¢men kacakcilarinin yogunlugu éne cikmistir. Bununla beraber, gdcmen kacakcilarinin
cogunun Turk uyruklu olmasi go¢ slrecinin daha baslamadan Turkiye’den planlandidini ve ydnetildigini
gostermektedir.

Sonug ve Oneriler

insan ticareti olgusu, meydana getirdigi sonuclar baglaminda sadece magdurlarin kendisini degil, ayni zamanda
ailelerini, yakin cevrelerini ve yasadiklari toplumu da etkileyebilmektedir. Toplum genelinde sosyal, kaltarel,
ekonomik ve glivenlik anlaminda bir¢ok sorunlara yol a¢tigi distindlmektedir. Bununla beraber; calisma ve
sosyal sistemini, cinsiyet esitsizliklerini ve ahlaki normlari etkileyen bir sire¢ olarak degerlendirilmelidir.
Onceden ifade edildigi Gzere, insan ticareti olgusu uluslararasi go¢ hareketlerinin meydana getirdigi onemli
karanlik sonuclardan biridir. Ayni zamanda bireylerin yasal sinir gecisleri kapsaminda ortaya cikan énemli bir
neticedir. Hem ulusal hem de uluslararasi 6zelligi én planda olan ve organize su¢ yapilanmalari vasitasiyla
yayginligini ve etkisini artiran 6nemli bir su¢ tartdir. Kaynak Ulkelerde yasanan ekonomik sorunlar, cinsiyet
ayrimciliklarin yliksek olmasi, aile ici ve kadina yonelik siddetin yayginlidi, issizlik oranlarin yiiksekligi, yasanan
ic savaslar ve kaos hareketleri kapsaminda bircok birey kendilerinin ve aile bireylerinin daha gtvenli bir ortamda
yasamalarini ve refah diizeyi yiksek bir hayat sirmelerini saglamak amaciyla varoluslarindan bu yana strekli
goc¢ hareketliligi icinde olmuslardir. Kiireselligin yayginlasmasi ve etkisiyle uluslararasi go¢ hareketleri, gecmise
kiyasla daha da fazlalasmis ve meydana getirdigi sorunlar daha siddetli olmaya baslamistir. Cinsellige olan
talebin slrekli giindemde olmasi, kadin ve cocuklarin fuhus amacli sémdrilmelerine neden olmaktadir. Diger
taraftan, kaynak tlkelerde yasanan ekonomik sorunlar ve yiiksek issizlik oranlari tirl nedenlerle transit ve hedef
Ulkelere go¢ eden bircok birey ekonomik gticltklerle karsilasmakta ve mevcut durumlari da insan tacirleri veya
organize su¢ olusumlari tarafindan emeklerinin sémartimesine, yasa disi ¢alistiriimalarina veya dcretlerinin
tam verilmemesine yol acmaktadir. Belirtilen nedenlerde go¢ eden bireylerin cogunlugunu genellikle erkekler
olusturdugundan, emek somurisi baglaminda erkekler magdur edilmektedir. Her iki temel neden, insan ticareti
suc verilerinin kiimulatif bir sekilde artmasini ve sorunlarinin cogalmasini saglamaktadir.

Tarkiye’'nin diger bolge Ulkelerine kiyasla ekonomik yapisinin istikrarli olmasi, AB devletlerine gecis imkani
vermesi, Avrupa Birligi’nin kati go¢ ve sinir politikasi ve Tirkiye’nin cografi konumu gibi nedenler bircok bireyin
transit ve hedef tlke baglaminda Turkiye’yi tercih sebebi olabilmektedir. Belirtilen unsurlar, son yillarda goc
kararl veren bircok bireyin ilk tercihi olmasini saglamaktadir. Yapilan analizde de insan ticareti verilerinin
kimulatif artis egilimine sahip olmasi, bu degerlendirmeyi destekler niteliktedir. Ozellikle uluslararasi goc
hareketleriyle gelen gé¢cmenlerin sahip oldugu sosyal ve ekonomik gucliikler, bircok bireyin kendi iradesi disinda
davranmasina yol acarak suglarin siklikla islendigi bolgelerde bulunmasina ve su¢ gruplarinin eline dismesine
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neden olabilmektedir. Merton tarafindan gelistirilen gerilim teorisi, daha refah bir yasam kurmak amaciyla farkli
bir Ulkeye go¢ eden bireylerin, finansal ézgurluklerini kazanmak amaciyla yogun gayret sergileyeceklerini én
gormektedir. Ancak gd¢ edilen toplum Uyeleri ile kiyaslandiginda ekonomik ve sosyal anlamda dezavantajlara
sahip olmalarindan 6tird oldukca sinirlandiriimis olabilecekleri ve mevcut durumun da kendilerini su¢ ortamina
daha rahat surlkleyebilecekleri ileri sirilmektedir. Belirtilen bu kosullarin varlidi, insan tacirlerinin siklikla
bulundugu bdlgeye daha rahat yaklasmasini ve insan ticareti magduru olmasini sadlayabilmektedir. Ekonomik
Ozgurluklerini kazanma yoninde gelistirilen davranis sekilleri, bireyleri icinde cikilamayacak bir donglye
girmelerini saglamaktadir. Diger bir ifadeyle, bireylerin magduriyetlerini icinde yasadiklari sosyal ve ekonomik
sartlar ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir. Bulgular béliminde, insan ticareti magdurlarin miktari, insan tacirleri ile gé¢men
kacakcilarinin sayist arasinda tespit edilen anlamli iliskinin varligi da bu degerlendirmeyi desteklemektedir.
Bu temek tespitler cercevesinde, arastirma problemi kapsaminda ortaya konan insan ticareti verilerinin
artisinda, son yillarda etkisini ve yayginhgini artiran uluslararasi go¢ hareketleri kapsaminda Tirkiye’ye go¢
eden ve uzun bir siredir yasayan gdécmen gruplarinin sahip oldugu sosyal ve ekonomik gucliklerin etkili
oldugu degerlendirilmektedir. Bahse konu guclukler, bireyleri organize su¢ gruplarina veya bireysel suglulara
yonlendirmekte ve icinde cikilmasi zor bir stirecin icerisine sokmaktadir.

Bireylerin insan ticaretine konu olmasini ve magdur edilmesini 6nlemek veya micadele etkinligini artirmak
amaciyla yasal mevzuat temelinde yeknesak cabalari gerektirmektedir. Ozellikle son yillarda, insan ticareti sucuna
yonelik cezai sartlarinin agirlastiriimasi cok yerinde bir davranis olmakla beraber caydiriciliginin artiriimasi
amaciyla tekrar degerlendirilmesini ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir. Bu nedenle TCK'nin 79 ve 80’inci maddelerinde
dlzenlenen yaptirimlarin agirlastiriimasi ve insan tacirleriile gé¢men kacakgilarina yonelik diizenlenmenin tekrar
degerlendirilmesi gerekmektedir. Bu micadelede tek dnemli gayret, insan ticareti magdurlarinin yakalanmasi ve
koruma altina alinmasi degildir. Ozellikle, insan tacirleri ile go¢men kacakgilarinin yakalanarak mal varliklarinin
musadere edilmesi ve verilen ceza slrelerinin artirilmasi yeknesak micadele gayretlerini artiracaktir. Bununla
birlikte Calisma ve Sosyal Guvenlik Bakanhginin, bireylerin emeklerinin sémurilmesini 6nleyecek ve caydiracak
yasal diizenlemelere agirlik vermesi gerekmektedir. Ozellikle gd¢menlere yonelik yasal calisma izin stireclerinin
kolaylastirilarak yasal calisma izin miktarlarinin artiriimasi énemli bir gayret olacaktir. Diger taraftan, TCK’nin
227°nci maddesinde dlzenlenen fuhus sucunda yer alan; fuhsa tesvik eden, kolaylastiran, yer temin eden ve
aracilik eden Kkisilere yonelik (st ceza miktarinin yikseltiimesinin, insan ticareti ile micadele etkinliginin
artirllmasini saglayacagi degerlendirilmektedir.
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Extended Summary

In recent years, with the increase in international migration movements, the scope of the areas it affects has
expanded in the context of its consequences. Human trafficking is one of the most important consequences
of migration movements. During the migration process, suspects or organized crime formations that take
advantage of the social and economic difficulties of individuals are subject to human trafficking in the context of
both sexual and labor exploitation by deceiving individuals with various methods in order to achieve the lifestyle
targeted by the migrant. On the other hand, trafficking in human beings is not only a type of crime in which
migrants are victimized, but it should also be considered a type of crime in which resident individuals can also be
victimized. Within the framework of this basic approach, the phenomenon of human trafficking is closely related
to human trafficking and migrant smuggling. In order to evaluate the situation of victims of human trafficking, it
is necessary to evaluate it together with human trafficking and migrant smuggling. Due to Turkey’s location on
transit migration routes and its transition from being a transit country to a destination country in recent years,
the number of migrants living or sheltering within Turkey’s borders has increased considerably. This has led
to many economic, social and security problems across the country. These problems lead to sexual and labor
exploitation of migrants and cause a cumulative increase. For this reason, the problem of the research was
determined as “Which factors are effective in the increase of human trafficking incidents among migrants within
the scope of international migration movements in the gendarmerie’s area of responsibility?”. The reasons such
as Turkey’s stable economic structure compared to other countries in the region, the possibility of transit to the
European Union (EU) members, the strict immigration and border policy of the EU and Turkey’s geographical
location may be the reason why many individuals prefer Turkey as a transit and destination country. Within the
scope of the mentioned factors, Turkey has become the first choice of many individuals who have decided to
migrate in recent years. The fact that trafficking in human beings data has a cumulative upward trend in the
analysis supports this assessment. Especially the social and economic difficulties of migrants arriving through
international migration movements may cause many individuals to act against their will, causing them to be in
areas where crimes are frequently committed and to fall into the hands of criminal groups. The tension theory
developed by Merton predicts that individuals who migrate to a different country in order to build a more
prosperous life will make intense efforts to gain financial freedom. However, it is argued that they may be highly
restricted due to their economic and social disadvantages compared to the members of the society to which they
migrate and that the current situation may drag them more easily into the criminal environment. The existence
of these conditions may enable traffickers to approach the region more easily and become victims of human
trafficking. Behavioural patterns developed in order to gain economic freedom enable individuals to enter into
a cycle that they cannot get out of. In other words, the victimization of individuals is caused by the social
and economic conditions in which they live. The existence of a significant relationship between the number of
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victims of human trafficking and the number of human traffickers and migrant smugglers in the findings section
supports this assessment. Within the framework of these basic determinations, it is evaluated that the social
and economic difficulties of migrant groups who migrated to Turkey within the scope of international migration
movements that have increased their impact and prevalence in recent years and who have been living in Turkey
for a long time are effective in the increase of human trafficking data put forward within the scope of the
research problem. These difficulties lead individuals to organized crime groups or individual criminals and put
them into a difficult process. In order to prevent individuals from being trafficked and victimized or to increase
the effectiveness of the fight against trafficking in human beings, uniform efforts are required on the basis of
legislation. Especially in recent years, the aggravation of the penal conditions for the crime of human trafficking
iS a very appropriate behavior, but it reveals that it should be re-evaluated in order to increase its deterrence.
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Spor ve Go¢: Sistematik Literatiir Tarama'
Rahsan inal?
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Spor ve gdc literatrti 1980°lerin ilk yarisindan sonra gelisen bir literattrdir. Spor ve gd¢ arastirmalari gé¢men ve
malteci sporcular, gé¢cmenler tarafindan kurulan spor kullipleri, entegrasyon, aidiyet, kimlik, kilt(ir gibi temalarla
birlestirilerek cok yonli ve cok boyutlu olarak devam etmektedir. Bu calismanin amaci da spor ve go¢ ile ana
bashdindaki calismalari sistematik literatlr taramasiyla (SLT) kuramsal yaklasimlari, metodolojik tercihleri ve
icerikleri bakimindan tespit etmek, bu dogrultuda Tirkiye’de yapilacak calismalar icin 6neriler gelistirmektir.
SLT icin Web of Science (WOS) kapsaminda uluslararasi hakemli dergilerdeki makaleler tespit edilmistir. Segilen
makaleler,2020-2023 yillariarasinda ingilizce yazilmis, go¢ ve spor konusunda ampirik arastirmalariiceren ve spor
sosyolojisi alaninda en ¢ok atif alan makalelerdir. Analiz sonuclarina gore, kiresel diizeyde son yillarda yasanan
insan hareketliliginin de bir sonucu olarak literatiriin 6nemli bir bélumu Gniversitelerde yaratllen projelerin
yaygin etkileridir, elestirel bir perspektifle miltecilerin spor aracilidiyla entegrasyonuna odaklaniimaktadir ve
cogunlukla veriler etnografik saha arastirmalariyla elde edilmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Spor ve go¢, gécmen sporcular, sistematik literatlir taramasi, entegrasyon, etnografik
arastirma.
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Compilation Article

A Systematic Literature Review for Sport and Migration Research

Abstract

The literature on sport and migration developed after the first half of the 1980s. Sport and migration research
continues to be multifaceted and multidimensional, such as migrant and refugee athletes, sports clubs founded
by migrants, integration, belonging, identity, culture. The purpose of this study is to identify recent studies on
sport and migration in terms of their theoretical approaches, methodological preferences, contents through a
systematic literature review (SLR) and, to develop recommendations for future studies in Turkiye. For SLR, articles
in international peer-reviewed journals within the scope of Web of Science (WOS) were selected. The selected
articles were written in English between 2020-2023. These articles have empirical research on migration and
sport and are the most cited articles in the field of sociology of sport. According to the results of the analysis, as
a result of the human mobility experienced at the global level in recent years, a significant part of the literature
is the widespread effects of the projects carried out. It focuses on the integration of refugees through sport from
a critical perspective and mostly data is obtained through ethnographic field research.

Keywords: Sport and migration, migrant athletes, systematic literature review, integration, ethnographic
research.
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Giris

Sosyolojinin ana calisma konularindan biri olan gd¢, 1980’lerden sonra bir alt disiplin olarak spor sosyolojisinde
de calisilan konular arasindadir. Spor ve gd¢ arastirmalari ilk olarak Amerika’da ardindan Avrupa’da calisiimistir
(Maguire vd., 2024). Ravenstein’dan gtinimuze farkli teorik perspektiflerin/yaklasimlarin/kuramlarin insa edildigi
g6¢ sosyolojisinin olanaklarindan yararlanan spor ve gdc¢ arastirmalarinda tretken yillar 1990’ yillardan sonra
baslamistir. Bu dénemde spor ve go¢ temelindeki literatirtin 6nemli bir bolima, kiiresellesmeyle belirginlesen
spor emek gocleri cercevesindeydi. Ozellikle elit sporcularin varis Ulkelerindeki olumlu ya da olumsuz
deneyimlerini iceren ve yine sporculara odaklanan gdcmenlik, aidiyet, kimlik ve kultir arastirmalari yapildi (Bale,
1982; Bale & Maguire, 1994; Maguire, 1994; Maguire & Stead, 1996, ss.1-23). 2000’li yillar ve sonrasinda spor
ve go¢ arastirmalarinin bir kismi yine sporcular merkezinde kiresellesme, vatandaslik degisimleri, ulusal ve
etnik kimliklerle cevrelenmisti (Elliott & Harris, 2015; Maguire & Falcous, 2011; Takahashi & Horne, 2006,ss.79-
88). Spor endustrisinin kiiresel duzeydeki yarattigr yikici sonuglarini gé¢tin feminizasyonu (Besnier vd., 2021) ve
kadin sporcularin gé¢menlik deneyimleriyle (Agergaard, 2008, ss.5-19; Engh & Agergaard, 2015, s5.974-992)
ele alan calismalar da kisa surede literatirde yerini buldu. Ayrica hen(z yeterli olmasa da diaspora kavrami ve
yaklasimlari da spor alaninda arastiriimaktadir (Butler vd., 2024; McSweeney & Nakamura, 2020, ss.1056-1073).
Spor ve go¢ alaninda ingilizce literattriin geldigi asama, alanin éncii arastirmacilardan Maguire, Katie Liston
ve Mark Falcous (Maguire vd., 2024) 6nclliginde hazirlanan “Spor ve Goc¢ El Kitabi”nda da (The Handbook on
Sport and Migration) gorilebilir.

Son yillarda diinya genelinde savaslar, catismalar ve pesi sira zorla yerinden edilmelerin de artisiyla birlikte
zorunlu gd¢ (forced migration) ve spor gibi daha spesifik calismalar yapilmakta ve calismalar artik sadece
spor sosyolojisinde degil sosyal bilimler ve spor alaninda gerceklestirilmektedir (Michelini, 2023; Spaaij vd.,
2019,55.851-868, 2022, 55.405-417).

Tirkce literatiirde ise spor ve gd¢ arastirmalari 2000’li yillardan sonra yapilmistir.® Tirkiye’de spor emek gocleri
(inal, 2008), postkolonyalizm ve go¢ (Durdubas & Korug, 2017, ss.155 - 166), sporcu gdcleri ve vatandaslhiklar,
cocuk ve genclerin entegrasyonunda spor (Ercan, 2022), Suriyeli gd¢men kadinlarin fiziksel aktiviteleri (Canbaz
& Koca Aritan, 2020, ss.121-139) baglaminda calismalar bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle son on- on bes yilda farkli
ilkelerden Tirkiye’ye niceliksel olarak gé¢men akisina ve go¢men yerlesmelerine (Tirkiye Go¢ idaresi Baskanhdi,
2024) ragmen spor ve go¢ ana bashdindaki calismalar, literattirtin zenginligiyle orantil degildir.

3 ingilizce literatirde cogunlukla “gdcmen sporcu” kavrami kullanilirken Turkee literattirde “yabanci sporcu” (Engin vd., 2020), “devsirme
sporcu” (Hirmeric Altunséz & Kocak, 2017, ss.115-127) gibi kullanimlarda s6z konusudur.
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Spor ve goc arasindaki baglantilarin incelenmesi yaklasik kirk yildan fazla bir stiredir yapiimakta, kolektif bilgi
ve anlayis artmaya devam etmektedir. Bu durum kismen akademik ilginin kiresel ¢capta genislemesini, kismen
de olgunun cok yonli ve degisen dogasini yansitmaktadir (Maguire vd., 2024, s. 8) Dolayisiyla Tirkiye’de de
akademik ilginin spor ve gd¢ alanina yonelmesiyle bu arastirma alaninda da literatlre katki sunulabilecegi aciktir.
Bu calismanin hedefi, spor ve gdc ile iliskili son donem makalelerinin sistematik bir literatir taramasina tabii
tutularak kuramsal yaklasimlari, metodolojik tercihleri ve icerikleri bakimindan tespit etmek, bu dogrultuda
Turkiye’de yapilacak ¢alismalar icin dneriler gelistirmektir. Giris boliminden sonra spor ve go¢ literatirindeki
genel egilimler 6zetlenmis, ardindan arastirmanin yontemi, bulgular ve tartisma, son olarak sonuc ve dneriler
bolumine yer verilmistir.

Go¢ ve Spor Arastirmalarinda Egilimler

Spor ve g6c¢ arastirmalarina odaklanan literatiir taramalarinda iki ana egilim dikkat cekicidir (Maguire vd., 2024;
Rojo vd., 2022, ss.58-74; Smith vd., 2019, s5.851-868; Spaaij vd., 2019). Bunlardan ilki gd¢men sporcular ya da
sporcu gocleridir. Bu cercevede spor emek gocleri, go¢ streciyle birlikte vatandashk degisimleri, go¢men kokenli
sporcular ve aidiyet, go¢cmen ya da gocmen kdkenli sporculara yonelik irkcihk ve ulusal kimlikler baglamindaki
calismalardir (Bale, 1982; Bale & Maguire, 1994; Maguire & Falcous, 2011). Go¢cmen sporcularin, antrendrlerin ve
diger teknik gorevlilerin karsilastiklar olumlu/olumsuz deneyimler ile ilgili arastirmalar belirgin diizeyde devam
etmektedir (Choi, 2020, ss.361-379; Maguire vd., 2024; Orlowski vd., 2016, ss.711-718; Simiyu Njororai, 2010,
$s.443-461). Son yillarda kiresel diizeydeki yogun insan hareketliliginin de bir sonucu olarak diger arastirma
egilimi milteci/multeci sporcularin ve gé¢menlerin “spor araciliglyla” entegrasyonu, spora katihmlari ya da
multeci sporcularin kariyer olanaklaridir. Genis boyutlu olarak, multeci refahi ve entegrasyonunu tesvik etmek
icin bir arac veya baglam olarak spora ve fiziksel aktiviteye verilen bilimsel ve politik ilgi s6z konusudur (Spaaij
vd., 2019). Fakat multeci sporcularin spora katilimi ya da mdaltecilerin spora katilimlarinin, varis Ulkelerinde
toplumsal entegrasyon ve aidiyetle sonuclanacagina dair islevselci sosyolojik perspektif tartismalidir. Zira spor
genel olarak sosyal icerme (inclusive) tarafiyla ele aliniyor olsa da her sey ziddiyla var olur ki, ayni zamanda
sosyal dislanmayi da kolaylastirabilecek bir potansiyeli de bulunmaktadir (Spaaij, 2012, s5.1519-1538). Ornegin
Spaaij vd. (2019), on dort dilde spor, multeciler ve zorunlu go¢ temelinde yaptiklari genis kapsamli literatlr
taramalarinda elestirel degerlendirmelerinin temel vurgulardan biri miltecilerin entegrasyonunda onlara verilen
“pasif alic1” roltdir. Norrito vd. (2024, ss.119-138) yaptiklari arastirmanin da gosterdigi gibi multeci sporcularin
kariyerlerinin sinirliligi da aciktir. Yerinden edilmis, mlteci kokenli sporcularin/futbolcularin tst dizey futbola
erisme stirecinde temel problemlerden biri koken lkelerindeki sosyal aglarindan mahrum kalmis olmalari ve varis
ilkelerinde sosyal sermayenin yeniden insa edilmesinin gerekliligidir. Ote yandan cok kiltiirligi benimseyen géc¢
ulkelerinde dahi “yeni gelenler” tarafindan kurulan spor takimlarinin yerli takimlardan olusan liglerde yeterince
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“icerilmedigini” go6steren, Irk ve etnik hiyerarsilerle karsilasmalarin oldugu da arastirmalarda ¢ikan sonuclar
arasindadir (Scherer vd., 2024, s5.805-825). Hatta Dowling (2020, ss.1152-1166), elestirel sdylem analiziyle
yarattiga arastirmasinda gonGlla spor kuliiplerinde, sporun mdltecileri bitunlestirmek yerine dislayabilen
asimilasyoncu fikirler Gzerine insa edildigini ve sporda irksallastiriimis hiyerarsileri desteklemek icin ideolojik
calismalar yaptigini géstermektedir. Bu bakimdan giinimiizde entegrasyon teorileri ve uygulamalarinin spor ve
goc¢ arastirmalarindaki genel egiliminde elestirel bir yaklasima referans veren sonuclar bulunmaktadir.

Bu kisa egilim cercevesi ayni zamanda arastirma alaninin zenginligini de gostermektedir. Bir sonraki bdlimde
spor ve go¢ temasinda sistematik literatr taramasiyla belirlenen kriterler cercevesinde son dénem calismalari
incelenecektir.

Arastirma Tasarimi ve Metodoloji

Literatlr tarama, belirlenmis bir arastirma problemi cercevesinde genis kapsamli bir inceleme olarak
tanimlanabilir. Sistematik literatlr taramasi (SLT) ise, batnlestirici, tarihsel, hizli yapilandirilmis, cerceve temelli
sistematik literatir incelemesi olarak farkli bicim ve iceriklerde yapilimaktadir (Callahan, 2014, ss.271-275).
Sistematik literattr tarama/incelemeleri de (Systematic literature review) tipki meta analiz ve nitel incelemeler
gibi kanitlara/ verilere dayanmaktadir (Whittemore & Knafl, 2005, ss.546-553).

Son yillarda spor arastirmalarinda da metodolojik olarak tercih edilen SLT ile ilgili ¢calismalar mevcuttur. Bu
calismalarda SLT’nin temel islevleri ya da amaclari sdyle belirtiimektedir: Mevcut literatlri 6zetlemek, ampirik
veriler saglamak, gelecek arastirmalar icin bir yon belirlemek (McSweeney & Nakamura, 2020, ss.1056-1073),
sporcularla ilgili bir problemin boyutlariyla iliskili temel faktorleri belirleyerek, kapsamli bir teorik modelin
gelistiriimesine yardimci olmak (Woods vd., 2022, ss.1-41), alan yazindaki mevcut bilgileri sentezleyerek genel bir
bakis sunmak (Leitner vd., 2023, ss.605-633), ilgili literattiriin 6zelliklerini sunarken kullanilan teorik cerceveleri
detaylandirmak, bibliyografik ve metodolojik kaliplarin yani sira literatlirde mevcut katkilari tespit ederek
bosluklaribelirlemek (Cury vd., 2023, ss.13-37; Franceschi vd., 2024), incelenen konu/problem ¢ercevesinde nicel/
nitel/karma arastirmalari bir araya getirmek, literatiirli belirlemek ve sentezlemek (Dodd vd., 2024,55.1599-1613;
Woods vd., 2022, ss.1-41), sporda bir pratik davranisin kullanimi konusunu anlamak ve yorumlamak (Corbett vd.,
2024, s5.864-881), spor alaninda yasanan olumsuzluklara karsi iyilestirmeye dair 6neriler sunmak (Radziszewski
vd., 2024, ss. 3488-3503).

Bu calismada ise Callahan’in (2014, s. 273) genel literatiir taramasinda tespit ettigi 5N1K cercevesiyle (kim, ne
zaman, nerede, nasil, ne, nicin) paralel olan Okoli’'nin (2015, s. 884) 6nerdigi sekiz adim (amacin belirlenmesi,
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protokol tasladl hazirlanmasi ve ekibin egitimi, pratik tarama, literatiir taramasi, verilerin ¢ikarilmasi, kaliteyi
degerlendirme, calismalari sentezleme, derlemenin yazilmasi) takip edilmistir. Bu kapsamda calismada
benimsenen sistematik literatiir taramasinin tasarimi ve uygulama streci soyledir: Oncelikli olarak arastirmanin
amaci belirlenmistir. Bu arastirma, sinirliliklari icerisinde, su sorunun cevabini vermeyi amaclamistir: Spor ve goc¢
arastirmalarinda kuramsal yaklasimlar, metodolojik tercihler, icerikler, edilimler nelerdir?

Aralik 2024 tarihinde yapilan ikinci adimda “pratik tarama kriteri” WOS kapsaminda dért indexi icermektedir:
Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI), Arts&Humanities Citation Index (AHCI), Science Citation Index Expanded
(SCl-Expanded), Social Science Citation Index (SSCI). (Conference Proceedings Citation Index- Science (CPCI-S),
Conference Proceedings Citation Index - Social Science & Hi (CPCI-SSH), Book Citation Index - Science (BKCI-S)
ve Book Citation Index - Social Sciences & Humanities (BKCI-SSH) kapsam disinda birakildi). WOS pratik arama
kriterleri: Acik erisim, 2020-2023 yillari, sadece ingilizce dilinde yaziimis makaleler (derleme, kitap inceleme,
editoryal materyal, erken erisim olanlar kapsam disi birakildi) secildi. Asagidaki anahtar kelimelerle 877 makale
tespit edildikten sonra “taramanin ilk detay!” etki duzeyi fazla olan makalelerin tespitine yonelikti. Bu nedenle
atif sayisi yuksekligi de kriter olarak belirlendi.

Sekil 1
SLT anahtar kelimeler
) Sport and Sport Migrant Sport and
Anahtar Kelime L L )
Migration Immigration Athletes Integration
Bulunan/Kriterlere Gore Secilen 1098/174 224/26 90/8 3896/669

Atif sayisi 9 ve Uzerinde olan 179 makale 6zetleri okunduktan sonra spor sosyolojisi odakl sadece 16 makale
bulundu. ikinci taramada “migration, migration, migrant athletes, integration” anahtar kelimeleri ile yapildi
ve bulunan 106 makalenin ardindan 122 makale siralandi. Makalelerin ¢zetleri ve 0zetlerin yetersiz bulunmasi
durumunda tamami okundu. i¢lerinde saha arastirmasina dayali olmayan spor ve gé¢ arastirmalarina katki sunan
tarihsel ya da sdylem analizi odakli (Burdsey vd., 2023, ss.1121-1138; Cao vd., 2021, ss.102-113; Jenkel, 2021,
$s.1008-1027; Kjeer & Agergaard, 2022, ss.1211-1226), gdcmen genclerle saglik temelinde yaklasimlari temel alan
nitelikli calismalar da (Csepld vd., 2022, ss.531-544) vardi. Ancak SLT kriterlerini karsilamadiklari icin, benzer
bicimde tekrar makaleler, spor tarihi, spor psikolojisi, sosyal psikoloji ile ilgili yayinlar da kapsam disi birakildi.
Taramaya dahil etme kriterlerinin bir sonucu olarak, kurumsal erisilebilir olmayanlar da elendikten sonra atif sayisi
dort ve (izerinde olan 20 makale belirlendi (Sekil 2). Makalelerin yili, yayinlandidi dergi Gzerindeki “alinti yap”
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boliminde yazan yil esas alinarak tabloya aktarildi. Belirlenen tim makaleler 6zet, anahtar kelimeler, yazarlar,
yayin yili, doi numaralarini iceren nitelikleriyle tablolastirildi. SLT temelli literatlr taramalarinin kapsami genis
orneklerinde cogunlukla birden fazla arastirmacinin imzasi goralr ve birden fazla veri tabaninin taramaya dahil
edildigi SLT makalelerinin daha kapsamli veri sagladigi da aciktir (McSweeney & Nakamura, 2020, ss.1056-1073;
Spaaij vd., 2019). Bu SLT’nin sinirliligi sadece Web of Science (WOS) tabaninda taranan makalelerin secilmesidir.

Sekil 2
SLT Kapsamindaki Makaleler
KOD | YIL YAZAR/LAR BASLIK ATIF
Community-Driven Sports Events as a Vehicle for Cultural Sustainability within the Context of Forced Migration: Lessons
Al 2020 | Spaaij,Schaillée from the Amsterdam Futsal Tournament 9
A2 2022 | Nunn, Spaaij,Luguetti Beyond integration: football as a mobile, transnational sphere of belonging for refugee-background young people 27
A3 2021 | Hertting,Karlefors “We Can’t Get Stuck in Old Ways”: Swedish Sports Club’s Integration Efforts With Children and Youth in Migration 11
Ad 2020 | Flensner, Korp, Lindgren Integration into and through sports? Sport-activities for migrant children and youths 25
Nobis, Gomez-Gonzalez,
AS 2022 | Nesseler, Dietl (Not) being granted the right to belong—Amateur football clubs in Germany 9
Migrant athletes and the transformation of physical capital. Spatial and temporal dynamics in West African footballers'
A6 2020 | Ungruhe, Agergaard approaches to post-careers 11
A7 2020 | Doidge,Keech, Sandri Active integration": sport clubs taking an active role in the integration of refugees 38
Embracing city life: physical activities and the social integration of the new generation of female migrant workers in urban
A8 2020 | Xiong, Bairner, Tang China 17
A9 2021 | Koopmans, Doidge They play together, they laugh together': Sport, play and fun in refugee sport projects 10
Spaaij, Magee, Jeanes,
A10 |2023 | Penney, O’Connor Informal sport and (non)belonging among Hazara migrants in Australia 6
All [2023 | Mickelsson Ukrainian refugees and the Swedish sports movement - new opportunities and challenges 5
Smith, Mansfield, Do know harm': Examining the intersecting capabilities of young people from refugee backgrounds through community
Al2 [2023 | Wainwright sport and leisure programmes 6
Running for inclusion: responsibility, (un)deservingness and the spectacle of integration in a sport-for-refugees intervention
Al13 |2022 |Katariaa,Ugolott in Geneva, Switzerland 5
Al4 |2020 | Bartsch,Rulofs Intersections of Forced Migration and Gender in Physical Education 8
A15 [2023 | Mickelsson A morphogenetic approach to sport and social inclusion: a case study of good will's reproductive power 7
Smith, Mansfield, Should I really be here?': Problems of trust and ethics in PAR with young people from refugee backgrounds in sport and
Al6 |2021 | Wainwright leisure 8
Al17 [2022 |Lenneis, Evans, Agergaard | Swimming as self-care - A Foucauldian analysis of swimming for Danish Muslim women 7
Al8 |2022 | Webster The (in)significance of footballing pleasures in the lives of forced migrant men 5
Agergaard, Hansen,
A19 2021 | Serritzlew, Olesen,Lenneis | Escaping the position as 'other": a postcolonial perspective on refugees' trajectories into volunteering in Danish sports clubs | 4
A20 |2022 | Mickelsson Understanding Central- and Eastern European migrants' inclusion into sport: a Delphi study 4
Bulgular ve Tartisma

Bu bolimde SLT kapsaminda spor ve gd¢ ana basligindaki calismalarin yayinlandigi dergiler, makalelerin anahtar
kelimeleri, amaclari, metodolojileri, kuramsal cerceveleri ve icerikleri ele alinacaktir.

Secilen makalelerin sadece iki tanesi “ana akim” sosyal bilimler dergilerinde (Sustainability ve Journal of Ethnic
and Migration Studies) digerleri spor ve toplum arastirmalarinin éncii dergilerinde yaymlanmistir. Sport in Society
(6), International Review for the Sociology of Sport (3), Leisure Studies, European Journal for Sport and Society,
International Journal of Sport Policy and Politics ikiser, Physical Culture and Sport, European Sport Management
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Quarterly ve Frontiers In Sociology birer makale yayinlanmistir. Bu calismanin kriterleri kapsaminda spor ve gi¢
ile ilgili bir arastirmanin uluslararasi bir go¢ dergisinde yayinlanmadidi tespit edilmistir. Yazarlar arasinda Spaaij
(A1, A2, A10), Agergaard (A6, A17, A19) ve Mickelsson (A1, A15, A20) éne ¢ikmaktadir. Genel olarak Spaaij ve
Agergaard, spor ve gO¢ arastirmalarinin tretken arastirmacilaridir. En ¢cok atif alan makale ise (n=38), Doidge vd.
(2020, s5.305-319) yazilan ve “aktif entegrasyon” kavramiyla cercevelenen makaledir.

SLT kapsamindaki makalelerin anahtar kelimeleri, arastirmalarda katilimci 6znelere ve konulara referans
vermektedir (Sekil 3). Mllteciler, entegrasyon, zorunlu gdc¢, aidiyet, g6¢ ve zorunlu gécmen temel kavramlardandir.

Sekil 3
SLT anahtar kelimeler
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SLT strecinde 6ne ¢ikan metodolojik tercihler; nitel arastirma yontemleri (n=17), A5 ve A7 karma (nitel ve nicel)
yontem ve A20’de Mickelsson (2023b, ss.109-124) ise “19 uzmana ¢evrimici sorulan 14 acik uclu sorudan olusan bir
anketle” nicel arastirma yontemi olarak belirtilmistir. Bir proje kapsaminda yapilan arastirma A7’de ise Doidge vd.
(2020, s5.305-319) karma calisiimis olmasina ragmen nicel veriler olgusal gercekligi tam olarak yansitmadigi icin
kullanilmamis bunun yerine dokuz ay siiren etnografik g6zlem ve etnografik gdrismeler yapiimis ve calismada
degerlendirilmistir. A5 numarali Nobis vd. (2022, ss.1157-1174) makalesini ise ayri degerlendirmek gerekiyor.
Makale, ortak yazarlarinin (Gomez-Gonzalez vd., 2021) genis kapsamli deneysel arastirmasindan Almanya’ya
(n=1.681) ait verilerin kullaniimasiyla karma yontemle hazirlanmis. “Azinlik etnik gruplara gé¢cmen olmayan
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akranlariyla ayni aidiyet hakki taniniyor mu?” sorusunun cevabini arayan bu arastirma ilgi ¢ekici bir metodolojik
yaklasima sahiptir. Almanya’da amator spor kulliplerine erisimi, dislanma perspektifinden analiz ederken azinlik
etnik gruplarin rekreasyonel/amator spor kulliplerine neden katilmak istemediklerini sormak ve spor kullibii
tyeligini entegrasyon icin bir gosterge olarak kullanmak yerine, spora katilma talebi olan gé¢cmenlere kullipler
tarafindan katilim hakki verilip verilmedigini sormaktadir. Yazarlar 1681 amator spor kuliblne Almanca, Tirkce,
Lehce ve italyanca takma isimlerle e-postalar yazarak, bir antrenmana katilmalarinin miimkiin olup olmadigini
sorarak arastirmalarina baslamislar. Gelen cevap mailleriyle de arastirma analizi yapilmistir.

SLT kapsaminda, nitel arastirma yonteminin kullanildigi calismalarda birden fazla arastirma teknigi kullanilarak
(odak grup, etnografi, katilimcr gdzlem, yari yapilandiriimis gérismeler) veri toplanmistir (A1, A4, A10, AT, A12,
A14, A15, A16, A17, A18). Yasam 6ykiisu teknidiise sadece A19°dur. Ancak en fazla tercih edilen arastirma etnografidir
(A1, A2, A4, A7, A9, A10, A12, A3, A14, AT5, A16, A17, A18). Arastirmalarin, bazilari cok alanh etnografileri de
kapsamakla birlikte, arastirmalarin yiratildagu dlkeler isve¢ (n=6), Birlesik Krallik (n=5), Hollanda, Avustralya,
Almanya ve Danimarka (n=2x4), Cin, Bati Afrika, Iskandinavya, Uganda ve Isvicre’dir (n=1x5).

Etnografinin bu kadar yogun kullaniliyor olmasi makalelerin bir diger o¢zelligini géstermektedir. Arastirma
makaleleri sadece akademik bir bilgi Gretmek icin sahaya gidilmedigini, akademik veriler ve bilginin cesitli
sosyal sorumluluk projeleri yirutulirken elde edildigini gostermektedir (n=8) (A2, A7, A8, A9, A10, ATl, Al2,
A16). Ornegin en yiksek atif sayisina sahip makale olan Doidge vd. (2020, s5.305-319), Brighton Universitesi ve
Brighton Universitesi’ne bagli, ayrismis topluluklar arasinda kopri olarak sporu kullanan bir sivil toplum kurulusu
olan “Football 4 Peace” ve Brighton Masa Tenisi Kultbi (BTTC) ve Sport England tarafindan finanse edilen
Multeci Entegrasyon Projesi bulgularina dayanmaktadir. Proje, temelde bir fiziksel aktivite (masa tenisi) ve egitim
(Ingilizce dersleri) projesinin yaygin etkisidir. A9’da Koopmans & Doidge’un (2022, ss.537-550) proje iddiasi
ayni zamanda arastirmanin amacidir: “Miltecilerin kamplarda oyun oynamasi ve eglenmesi, spor yapmalarindan
daha saglikli sonuclar ortaya cikaracaktir”. A10 ise Spaaij vd. (2023, ss.4352-4371), bes arastirmacinin birlikte
yUrattigi resmi olmayan spor katihminin saglik ve sosyal etkilerini inceleyen bir arastirma projesinden alinmis
bir vaka arastirmasidir. A12’de, Smith vd. (2023, ss.1135-1153), ingiltere Londra’daki bir Katilimci Eylem Arastirmasi
projesinden elde edilen nitel verilerden yararlanarak, genglerin spor ve bos zaman programi araciligiyla birbirine
baglanma yeteneklerini nasil anlamladiklarini ve mizakere ettiklerini incelemislerdir.

Arastirmalar cok farkl dlkelerden gelen gécmen katilimcilarla birlikte ydritilmistir. Somali, iran, Filistin,

Turkiye, Pakistan, Suriye, Afrikall Avustralyalilar, Etiyopya, Eritre, Sudan, Libya, Suudi Arabistan, basta Ukrayna
olmak tizere Orta ve Dogu Avrupa Ulkelerinden gelen gécmenleri, ev sahibi tlkelerin spor kullibi yoneticileri ya
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da spor kuliibi gonallilerini ve gd¢men sporculari ve go¢ konusunda uzmanlasmis katilimcilarla katilimcilari
kapsamaktadir (A1, A2, A4, A6, A7, A9, A10, A12, A13, A17, A18 ve A19, A3, AT1, A15 ve A20). A5 numarall makaleyi
de amato6r spor kullibl yoneticilerine yazilan mailleri kapsadidi icin bu cercevede ele almak mimkin. A8 ise
farkli olarak uluslararasi goct dedil Ulke icinde (Cin), kirsal alandan kentsel alana yapilan gdce ve gécmen isci
kadinlara odaklanmaktadir (Xiong vd., 2020, ss. 782-796).

SLT de icerikler baglaminda entegrasyona yonelik elestirel ¢calismalar n=5 (A2, A3, A9, A10, A18), beraberinde
sporun gé¢men entegrasyonundaki roll ve aidiyeti n=12"dir (A2, A3, A4, A5, A7, A8, A9, A10, AT1, A13, A15, A20).
A18 ise farkli olarak gdé¢menlerin, sporun verdigi zevkle gé¢menligin zorluklarina karsi bir dayanma ya da direnis
alani olabilece@ini merkeze almaktadir. Calismalarin dikkat cektigi degerlendirmeler arasinda, spora katilimin
entegrasyonla sonuclanmayacagi (A4), aksine bircok durumda ayrismaya ve boliinmeye de neden olabilecegi
(A8) tespitidir.

Arastirmalarin kuramsal ¢erceve tercihlerinde, ana akim sosyal bilim kuramlarindan yararlanildigi ve az da
olsa spor alaninda gelistirilen literattire basvuruldugu gorilmektedir. Bu drneklerden biri, 2008 yilinda spor
gelisiminde strdurdlebilirlige uygulanabilir kavramsal bir cerceve gelistiren lain Lindsey’in teorik cercevesinden
yararlanilan arastirmadir (Spaaij & Schaillée, 2020). Flensner vd. (2020, ss.64-81) ise spora katilimla ilgili
entegrasyon teorilerinden ve bu alandaki ampirik arastirmalara, elestirel yaklasimlara da yer vermektedir.
Aidiyet temelindeki calismalarda Spaaij vd. (2023, ss.4352-4371), Nunn vd., (2021) ve Nobis vd. (2022, ss.1157-
1174) ise Nira Yuval-Davis, Vanessa May ve John Crowley’in ¢alismalarina basvurmuslar. Hertting ve Karlefors
(2021, s5.32-42) ise entegrasyona yonelik spor arastirmalardan yararlanmistir. Doidge vd. (2020, ss5.305-319),
calismalarinda spor kullipleri ve calisanlarinin entegrasyondaki aktif pozisyonlarinin etkisini vurgulayan “aktif
entegrasyon” kavrami etrafinda mdalteciler, entegrasyon ve spor odakli arastirmalara yer vermisler. Kataria
ve De Martini Ugolotti (2022, ss. 602-618) ise Nicholas De Genova’nin Guy Debord’un “gdsteri toplumu”
analizinin bir uyarlamasi olan “sinir gdsterisi” tizerine yaptidi calismayla iliski kurmakta ve “sinir gosterisini”
“entegrasyon gosterisi” olarak genisletmektedir. Ungruhe ve Agergaard (2020, ss.347-364), calismasinda
sosyal hareketliligi yeniden (retmek icin sporcularin fiziksel sermayelerini Bourdieu’nun ekonomik, kulttrel
ve sosyal sermaye kavramlariyla iliskilendirerek aciklamaktadir. Xiong vd. (2020, ss. 782-796) ise kapsamli bir
arastirmaya imza atmislar. Cin’in Guangdong eyaletindeki Pearl River Delta bolgesinde yasayan genc kadin kirsal-
gocmen iscilerin spor ve fiziksel aktiviteler yoluyla sehir yasamina entegrasyonunu doért dizeyde (mekansal
genisleme, sosyal ag olusturma, kimlik insas! ve imaj dedisimi) ele alan analizlerine Chicago Okulu’ndan Robert
Ezra Park ve Ernest Watson Burgess’in 1920’lerdeki calismalariyla baslamislar. Ginimize kadar genis bir
cercevede degerlendirilirken sosyal entegrasyon, fiziksel aktiviteye katilim, kentsel alan kullanimi ve bireysel
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deger degisimleri ve spor literatirtindeki ¢alismalara yer vermisler. Webster (2022, ss.523-536) ise feminist
teorilerden Caudwell ve Lorde yararlanmis, ayrica “haz” (6forik haz, bilissel haz, keyifli haz ve katartik haz)
kavramiyla futbolu anlamaya yonelik cekici bir calisma yapmis. Mickelsson (2024, ss.661-680) ve Mickelsson
(2023b, s5.109-124) ise Urie Bronfenbrenner Ekolojik Sistemler teorisinden, Mickelsson (20233, ss. 837-853) ise
spor calismalarinda elestirel realizm teorisinden, Lenneis vd. (2022), Foucault’unun disiplinci iktidar ve benlik
tekniklerinden, Agergaard vd. (2022), postkolonyalizm teorilerinden, Koopmans ve Doidge (2022, ss5.537-550)
ise spor, oyun ve eglence temelinde elestirel bir perspektifle “gelisim icin spor” yerine “gelisim icin oyun”
tartismasinda Johan Huizinga’nin perspektifinden yararlanmistir. Bartsch ve Rulofs (2020), ise sporda zorunlu
goc ve toplumsal cinsiyet iliskisini, 6zel olarak da 6gretmenlerin beden egitiminde multeci kokenli 6grencilere
yonelik algilarini daha kapsamli bir sekilde anlamak icin yapilandirmacilik, kesisimsellik ve postkolonyalizmin
teorik perspektiflerinden yararlanmistir. Smith vd., (2023, ss.1135-1153), ise Marta Nussbaum’a ait yetenekler
yaklasimi cercevesinde (a) yasam, bedensel saglik ve oyun (b) bagdllik ve duygu ve (c) bedensel bitinlik ve
cevre Uzerinde kontrol yetenekleri arasindaki ti¢c temel baglantiyi analiz etmistir.

Sonug ve Oneriler

Bu calismada gd¢ ve spor alaninda 2020-2023 arasinda yaziimis makaleler sistematik literatir taramasi ile
incelenmistir. incelenen yirmi makale, belirlenen kriterler cercevesinde WOS’tan secilmistir. Makalelerin spor ve
g0c¢ alaninda kisa strede aldiklar yiksek atiflarla literatlr( yonlendirici calismalar olduklari distniimektedir.
Calismanin amaci spor ve goc ile iliskili son donem makalelerini sistematik bir literatiir taramasina tabii tutularak
kuramsal yaklasimlari, metodolojik tercihleri ve icerikleri bakimindan tespit etmekti. Bu kapsamda ¢alismalardaki
metodolojik tercihin yodunlugunun etnografik gdzlem ve etnografik veri toplama olmasi, bir saha secilip
gorusmelerin yapilip geri donilerek makale yazilmadigini, pratik-teori calismanin yerlesikligini gosterirken,
calismalarin yarGtilen uzun sireli projelerin yaygin etkileri olmasi da dikkat cekicidir. Cogu arastirma Avrupa
ilkelerinde, en fazla isvec ve Birlesik Krallik’ta yaratilmuis olmasi da entegrasyon konusunun merkezi bir konu
olmasinda aciklayicidir. Makalelerde kuramsal cerceve tercihlerinde, ana akim sosyal bilimler kuramcilarindan
da (Nira Yuval-Davis, Nicholas De Genova, P. Bourdieu, M. Foucault, Urie Bronfenbrenner, Marta Nussbaum,
Johan Huizinga) yararlanilirken az da olsa spor alaninda gelistirilen (6rnegin spor gelisiminde strdurulebilirlige
uygulanabilir bir kavramsal cerceve gelistiren lain Lindsey gibi) literatire basvuruldugu gérilmektedir.

Bu SLT, sosyolojinin temel arastirma konularindan olan gdécin, spor alaninda ilgi cekici arastirma makalelerinde
yer aldigini gostermektedir. Adirlikli olarak arastirmalarin “spor araciligiyla” gdécmenlere odaklanildigini 6zellikle
“entegrasyon” surecinde sporun roliine odaklanan elestirel bir perspektife sahip oldugu gérilmektedir. Bu
noktada dikkat ¢ekici olan yazarlarin tiniversiteler dahil cesitli kurumlarla birlikte, gé¢menlerin spora aktif olarak
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dahil edildigi sosyal sorumluluk projelerini de hazirladiklari, uyguladiklari ve projeler stirecinde elde ettikleri
verilerle arastirmalarini yaptiklari, bu bakimdan da ¢ok boyutlu ve aktif bir bicimde sporun hem arastirmacilarin
hem gd¢cmenlerin ve miltecilerin gindeminde yer aldigi s6ylenebilir. Tlrkiye’de spor ve gd¢ arastirmalari icin bu
SLT cercevesinde dneriler arasinda sporun go¢ arastirmalarinda dikkat deger oldugu bu nedenle hem projeler
hem de arastirmalar bakimindan daha fazla dikkate alinmasi gerektigi yonindedir. Tlrkiye’deki mevcut gd¢cmen
nifusu ve gdcmen sporcular pek cok arastirma projesinde katki saglayacaktir. Her diizeydeki okullarda, semtlerde
ya da gdcmenler tarafindan kurulan spor takimlariyla arastiriimay beklemektedir. Bu arastirmalarin metodolojik
zenginliklerinin yani sira teorik tartismalarla da sosyal bilimlere katki saglayacagi ongorlebilir.

Extended Abstract
The field of sport and migration studies was first conducted in the USA and later in Europe.

The productive years in sports and migration research, which benefited from the possibilities of migration
sociology, commenced after the 1990s. Since Ravenstein, arange of theoretical perspectives/approaches/theories
have been constructed. A substantial proportion of the extant literature on sport and migration was within the
framework of sport labour migration, a phenomenon that became evident with the advent of globalisation.
Research in this period focused on the experiences of elite athletes in their host countries, exploring themes
such as immigration, belonging, identity, and culture. In the 2000s and beyond, research on sport and migration
centred on athletes, globalisation, citizenship changes, and national and ethnic identities. Concurrently, studies
addressing the destructive consequences of the sports industry at the global level through the feminisation of
migration and the migration experiences of female athletes also found their place in the literature in a short
time. Additionally, the concept and approaches of diaspora are being explored in the domain of sport, albeit
to a limited extent. In recent years, with the rise in global conflicts and forced displacement, there has been an
increase in the number of studies focusing on the nexus between forced migration and sports. These studies
have not only been conducted within the domain of sociology of sports but have also expanded to the realms
of social sciences and sports. In the context of Turkish literature, studies focusing on sports and migration have
emerged in recent years, though they remain limited in scope. Despite the considerable quantitative flow of
migrants from different countries to Turkey and the establishment of migrant settlements, especially in the last
ten to fifteen years, there is a paucity of research on the relationship between sport and migration. The present
study aims to identify the theoretical approaches, methodological preferences and contents of current articles
on sport and migration.
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A systematic literature review (SLR) may be conducted in a variety of forms and contents, including integrative,
historical, structured, framework-based SLRs. In this context, the design and implementation process of the
systematic literature review adopted in the study is as follows: Initially, the objective of the research was
determined. The objective of this research, within the constraints imposed by its design, was to address the
following question: What are the theoretical approaches, methodological preferences, contents and trends in
sport and migration research? In this context, articles were selected using Web of Science (WOS) practical search
criteria (various keywords: sport and migration, migrant athletes, sport and integration): The search was limited
to articles in the open access repository, published between 2020 and 2023, written in the English language, and
containing field research. In the initial phase, 877 articles were identified through the aforementioned search
criteria. The abstracts of these articles were then reviewed, and if deemed insufficient, the entire article was
read for further analysis. There were also historical or discourse analysis-oriented studies that were not based on
field research but contributed to sport and migration research. However, since they did not fulfil the SLR criteria,
similarly articles, publications on sport history, sport psychology, and social psychology were also excluded.
Following the implementation of the aforementioned inclusion criteria, a total of 20 articles that had garnered
four or more citations were identified as the final criterion, subsequent to the exclusion of those that were
not institutionally accessible. It is evident that SLR-based literature reviews frequently feature contributions
from multiple researchers, and it is evident that SLR articles encompassing multiple databases offer more
comprehensive data. The present SLR is limited insofar as it selects exclusively from Web of Science (WOS).

The review indicates that the methodological inclination of the studies is predominantly ethnographic
observation and data collection, suggesting that articles are not merely the product of a selection of a field, the
conduction of interviews, and a subsequent return, but rather that practice-theory work has been established. It
is also noteworthy that the studies are characterised by the widespread effects of long-term projects. The fact
that most of the studies were conducted in European countries, mostly in Sweden and the United Kingdom, is
also explanatory for the centrality of integration as a central issue. In the selection of theoretical frameworks
employed in the articles, prominent social science theorists (Nira Yuval-Davis, Nicholas De Genova, P. Bourdieu,
M. Foucault, Urie Bronfenbrenner, Marta Nussbaum, Johan Huizinga) were consulted, while a modest amount of
literature developed in the field of sport (such as lain Lindsey, who developed a conceptual framework applicable
to sustainability in sport development) was utilised.

Consequently, this SLR demonstrates that migration, a pivotal subject within the domain of sociology, is a subject

of interest in the field of sport research. The research is predominantly focused on migrants ‘through sport’
and adopts a critical perspective, particularly concerning the role of sport in the process of “integration”. This

139



[JHM, 2025; 5(1): 127-146 INSAN HAREKETLILIGI ULUSLARARASI DERGISI

SLR proposes several recommendations for sport and migration research in Turkey, including the assertion that
sport merits consideration within the domain of migration research and should be given greater prominence in
research initiatives and studies. The existing migrant population and migrant athletes in Turkey have the potential
to contribute to a wide range of research projects. They are waiting to be researched in schools at all levels, in
neighbourhoods or through sports teams founded by migrants. It can be predicted that these researches will
contribute to social sciences with theoretical discussions as well as methodological richness.
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Abstract

This policy commentary analyzes Syria’s political transition following the Assad regime’s fall in December
2024, critically examining the implications for refugee protection frameworks, economic reconstruction
policies, and transitional justice mechanisms. Drawing on developments through April 2025, it evaluates the
interim government’s governance approach under Ahmed al-Sharaa, assesses international donor engagement
strategies, and scrutinizes the United Nations High Commissioners for Refugees (UNHCR)’s policy shift toward
facilitating refugee returns. The analysis identifies a significant policy contradiction between the UNHCR’s
established protection thresholds and its operational pivot despite unmet safety conditions. While refugee
return intentions have increased substantially, the commentary argues that current policies prioritize political
expediency over protection principles, potentially undermining sustainable reintegration. It recommends that
international stakeholders maintain principled engagement in Syria’s reconstruction, ensuring return policies
align with genuine improvements in conditions rather than political timetables. This commentary concludes that
effective policy interventions during this critical transition period require balancing immediate humanitarian
needs with long-term stability considerations.
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Degerlendirme Makalesi

Gecis Siirecindeki Suriye: Siyasal Vaatler, Ekonomik Zorluklar
ve Miilteci Geri Doniislerinde Koruma Acigi

0z

Bu politika degerlendirmesi, Aralik 2024’te Esad rejiminin distsini takiben Suriye’deki siyasi gecis slrecini
inceleyerek, milteci koruma cercevesi, ekonomik yeniden yapilanma politikalari ve gecis dénemi adalet
mekanizmalari Gzerindeki etkilerini elestirel bir bakis aisiyla ele almaktadir. Nisan 2025’ kadar olan gelismeleri
degerlendiren c¢alisma, Ahmed el-Sara liderligindeki gecici hikimetin ydnetisim yaklasimini, uluslararasi
bagiscilarin katihm stratejilerini ve Birlesmis Milletler Malteciler Yuksek Komiserligi’nin (BMMYK) bulylk 6lcekli
milteci donUslerini kolaylastirmaya yonelik politika degisimini incelemektedir. Analiz, BMMYK’nin belirlenmis
koruma esikleri ile karsilanmamis giivenlik kosullarina ragmen operasyonel degisimi arasinda 6nemli bir politika
celiskisi tespit etmektedir. Miltecilerin geri donus niyetlerindeki dnemliartisa ragmen, bu degerlendirme, mevcut
politikalarin koruma ilkelerinden ziyade siyasi cikarlari dnceledigini ve strdirilebilir yeniden entegrasyonu
tehlikeye atabilecegini savunmaktadir. Uluslararasi paydaslarin Suriye’nin yeniden yapilanmasinda ilkeli katilimi
surdirmeleri ve donis politikalarinin siyasi takvimlerden ziyade kosullardaki gercek iyilesmelerle uyumlu
olmasini saglamalari dnerilmektedir. Bu degerlendirme, kritik gecis donemindeki etkili politika midahalelerinin,
acil insani ihtiyaclar ile uzun vadeli istikrar degerlendirmeleri arasinda denge kurulmasini gerektirdigi sonucuna
varmaktadir.
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Introduction

The Syrian regime under Bashar al-Assad fell following a swift rebel offensive, ending over five decades of
Assad family rule. Ahmed al-Sharaa, previously the leader of the Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), was named
interim president on 29 January 2025 and has committed to issuing a “constitutional declaration” and forming
a temporary legislative council until a new constitution is approved (BBC, 2025). The fall of the Syrian regime
represents a seismic shift in the political and humanitarian situation, with implications for durable solutions for
Syrians, particularly in return and reintegration, infrastructure reconstruction, rule of law, economic recovery,
and peace-building. This policy commentary synthesizes current research, international statements, and regional
analyses to provide a detailed overview of recent events.

Fourteen years of the Syrian conflict have caused one of the largest displacement and humanitarian crisis in
modern history. As of March 2025, 4.6 million Syrian refugees are primarily hosted in the neighbouring countries
of TUrkiye, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Egypt (UNHCR Operational Data Portal, 2025), and 7.4 million individuals
remain internally displaced, residing both within the communities and 1,736 Internally Displaced Persons
(IDP) sites, primarily in Northwest Syria. Recent events since 27 November 2024 also have triggered further
displacement, with 673,038 new IDPs recorded. At the same time, IDP returns continue, with 926,242 individuals
reported to have returned home since 27 November 2024 (UNHCR, 2025¢). From neighbouring countries, the
United Nations High Commissioners for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that 372,550 Syrians have crossed back
into Syria since 8 December 2024 (UNHCR, 2025d).

Transitional Justice, Rule of Law and Safety

Syria’s future stability hinges on dealing justly with the past. Decades of dictatorship and years of brutal war
left deep wounds. The new authorities face twin imperatives: restoring basic law and order (policing, courts,
dispute resolution) and addressing the crimes and grievances from the war. After the fall of Bashar al-’Assad’s
regime on 8 December 2024, a transitional caretaker administration was established under the leadership of
Mohammed al-Bashir, appointed by Ahmed al-Sharaa (also known as Abu Mohammed al-Jolani), the de facto
leader of (HTS). On 29 January 2025, al-Sharaa was appointed interim president during the Syrian Revolution
Victory Conference in Damascus (France24, 2025), signalling a shift toward a formalized transitional structure.
The transitional government has begun restructuring state institutions, dissolving the 2012 Constitution, the
former parliament, and the Ba’ath Party on January 29, 2025 (The Washington Institute, 2025). Between 24-
25 February 2025, the transitional authorities hosted a National Dialogue Conference in Damascus to lay the
groundwork for this constitution (Al Jazeera, 2025). The Conference and its outcomes were critical to the new
Syrian government, which needed to show, outwardly at least, commitment to participatory governance in the
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country’s transition, as promised by Ahmed al-Sharaa on taking power. Nonetheless, it was beset by criticism
over its organization and preparations for the event. Political leaders and human rights activists criticized the
preparatory committee for its allegedly bias approach to selecting participants based on the new ‘government’s
supporters, which negatively affected the fair representation of Syrian society.

Another significant milestone occurred on 13 March 2025, when al-Sharaa signed a temporary constitutional
declaration to guide Syria for the next five years (Constitution Net, 2025). The document includes references to
fundamental human rights and general provisions on transitional justice. The Declaration states that ‘all rights
and freedoms set out in international human rights treaties, covenants and agreements that the Syrian Arab
Republic has ratified will form an inseparable part of the Constitutional declaration’. Despite these statements,
“much will depend on how these provisions of the constitutional text are implemented and respected across the
country” (OHCHR, 2025).

Despite fears of chaos following Assad’s ouster, Syria has experienced a surprising degree of civil peace in the
initial months of the transition. The caretaker government has prioritized unifying armed factions under the
Ministry of Defence, with several groups agreeing to disband and integrate by early 2025. On 10 March 2025,
the Syrian government reached an agreement with the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) to integrate
their military and civil institutions into state structures. This deal aimed to consolidate control over northeastern
regions and address longstanding ethnic tensions. The integration is expected to be completed by the end of
2025 (Financial Times, 2025).

Inearly March 2025, clashes erupted between the transitional government forces and loyalists of former President
Bashar al-Assad, particularly in the coastal areas of Hama, Homs, Latakia and Tartous governorates, resulting in
the killing of more than 1,000 civilians. Initial reports also indicate that the violence has displaced an estimated
51,000 civilians (UNFPA, 2025). According to the UNHCR Lebanon Flash Update, the hostilities in the Tartous,
Lattakia, Homs, and Hama Governorates of Syria caused the displacement of 12,798 individuals into the North
and Akkar Governorates of north Lebanon (UNHCR, 2025b). The Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights Committee (OHCHR) found in its investigation of the events that a large amount of incendiary and hateful
speech is circulating online in relation to the recent violence, which risks fuelling further tensions and violence
(OHCHR, 2025). Urgent steps were taken by the authorities, including the establishment of an independent
inquiry into the recent events. Therefore, guarantees of non-repetition of such incidents and accountability are
significant to ensure the momentum of attaining the rights and freedom of the Syrian people. The situation in
South Syria also remains volatile, with increased attacks and incursions carried out by the Israeli Defence Force
since 9 December, extending well beyond the lines agreed to in the 1974 Disengagement of Forces Agreement
(Syria Direct, 2025).
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"Economic Recovery and Reconstruction

Syria’s economic revitalization is a multifaceted endeavour involving international aid, policy reforms,
infrastructure reconstruction, and regional cooperation. According to the UNDP’s recent report on preliminary
socio-economic impact assessment, 14 years of conflict in Syria have undone nearly 55 years of economic, social
and human capital progress (UNDP, 2025). According to the UN’s Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA), the “volume of destruction in physical capital and its sectoral distribution” has been estimated at
more than $388 billion (The Arab News, 2018). Unemployment, job losses, and lack of services remain significant
barriers to meeting basic needs. Many households rely on unsustainable coping strategies, including borrowing
money, selling productive assets, or engaging in high-risk or degrading jobs, which compromise long-term
resilience. High supplier costs and market price increases hinder vendors’ ability to restock essential goods,
particularly in view of newly accessed areas. Stock shortages and reduced credit availability from vendors prevent
them from meeting consumer demand, worsening financial strain for consumers reliant on credit. Traders also
avoid accepting the Syrian Pound (SYP) due to exchange rate instability, further disrupting market operations
(UN OCHA, 2025).

In the wake of Assad’s fall, the question of who will fund Syria’s vast reconstruction also needs to loom large.
Before the regime’s collapse, Western and regional donors maintained a strict ‘no normalization, lifting of
sanctions or reconstruction until a political transition’ policy - refusing to finance Assad’s Syria (European
Parliament, 2023). With a transition now underway, major donors are cautiously reassessing. A joint international
conference in Paris with Western and Arab states welcomed the new transitional government and noted the
importance of swiftly setting up a coordination framework for assistance and reconstruction in Syria (France
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, 2025). On 24 February, the Council of the European Union (EU) decided
to suspend a number of restrictive measures in view of the situation in Syria. With this decision, the EU aims to
facilitate engagement with Syria, its people, and businesses in key areas of energy and transport, as well as to
facilitate financial and banking transactions associated with such sectors and those needed for humanitarian
and reconstruction purposes (Council of European Union, 2025). On 17 March, international donors pledged $6.5
billion in aid for Syria. The European Commission said that $4.6 billion was offered in the form of grants and $1.7
billion in low-interest loans. Some of the money was pledged over multiple years, making it difficult to calculate
an amount for 2025. Germany said it would pledge around $326 million, and the United Kingdom (UK) said that
it was pledging up to $208 million, while the United States (US) did not announce any pledge of money (AP,
2025).
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Regional actors will also be instrumental in rebuilding Syria’s economy. TUrkiye is poised to be both a beneficiary
and benefactor - a stable Syria opens trade for Turkish businesses and an outlet for construction and consumer
goods exports. Notably, Turkish exports to the neighbouring country rose 20% in December 2024, when Sharaa’s
forces ousted former Syrian president Bashar al-Assad and jumped by more than 38% in January (Reuters,
2025). Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan’s office said it would discuss “possible joint measures to rebuild the
country’s economy” with al-Sharaa (Middle East Monitor, 2025). Gulf countries (Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, and Qatar) could provide capital injections. Saudi Arabia, in particular, having re-engaged with Syria
diplomatically, might fund large reconstruction projects as part of its regional diplomacy. The Gulf’s involvement
iS also seen as a way to ensure Syria doesn’t become dependent on any single patron (like Iran or Tlrkiye) -
instead, a broad base of support would keep the new government balanced (Atlantic Council, 2025).

Return of Syrian Refugees

With the fall of the Assad regime, public and political debate has increasingly focused on the return of Syrian
refugees, not only in the neighbouring countries but also within the EU. However, the questions around the safety
and sustainability of returns, factors influencing the decision of Syrian refugees and the role and responsibility of
the international community in facilitating returns require a more nuanced approach, given the persisting security
and safety concerns, uncertainties of the situation, challenges around infrastructure, housing and basic services.
The UNHCR, in its position on returns to Syria, also acknowledges that “other risks may persist or become more
pronounced, despite risks related to persecution by the former government have ceased” (UNHCR, 2024b).
Therefore, “The UNHCR does not consider that the requirements for cessation of refugee status for beneficiaries
of international protection originating from Syria have currently been met” (lbid.).

Meanwhile, on 6 February 2025, the UNHCR published its “Flash Regional Survey on Syrian*Refugees’ Perceptions
and Intentions on Return to Syria (PRIS)” (UNHCR, 2025a), covering Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries
of Lebanon, Jordan, Iragq and Egypt. According to the survey results:

52% of respondents stated that the fall of the Assad government influenced their decision to return. Among
those who expressed an intention to return, many noted that the 8 December developments increased the
likelihood of them returning to Syria. They viewed the situation with optimism, citing improvements in safety
and security, including exemptions from military service, renewed hope for reuniting with family, and a strong
desire to contribute to rebuilding their homeland. Conversely, others indicated a reluctance to return at this time,
preferring to wait for further stabilization of the country. Some voiced concerns about the new authorities and
uncertainties regarding how the situation might unfold.
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80% of refugees hope to return to Syria one day. Only two months after the fall of the Assad government, this
represents a major shift in refugee return intentions compared to the previous PRIS conducted in June 2024
(UNHCR, 2024a), when only 57% of refugees expressed hope to return one day.

Similarly, the intention to return in the short-term shows a sharp increase, with 27% of Syrian refugees now
expressing an intention to return in the next 12 months compared to 1.7% in the previous PRIS. The medium-term
aspiration to return for those not intending to or undecided about returning in the next 12 months also increased
to 53% from 37% since the last survey.

Key barriers to return include concerns over available housing and the status of "‘refugees’ own properties,
safety and security, economic challenges inside Syria and concerns about available basic services.

On the same day of publishing PRIS, the UNHCR also released its new “Operational Framework for Voluntary
Return of Syrian Refugees and IDPs” (UNHCR, 2025e), which projected up to 1.5 million Syrians to return in
2025. Based on the number of Syrians returning home and explicit requests from refugees in host countries,
the Operational Framework indicated that the UNHCR is shifting to a mode of facilitation of voluntary return.
Therefore, it seeks $370.9 million to facilitate the spontaneous and organized voluntary return of up to 1.5
million Syrians from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Tirkiye in 2025, based on best-case scenario planning
figures (UNHCR, 2025f). The financial requirement aims to focus on key areas of i) preparatory activities, ii) the
return process, and iii) protection and reintegration programs inside Syria.

The UNHCR’s apparent shift toward facilitating returns represents a concerning departure fromits own established
protection framework. According to the UNHCR’s 2018 Protection Thresholds (UNHCR, 2018), a transition to
Phase 2 (facilitated returns) from Phase 1requires four critical criteria, none of which appear to be fully satisfied
in Syria’s current context. Despite the fall of Assad’s regime, Syria still experiences significant armed violence,
as evidenced by the clashes in coastal areas, Israeli attacks in the south and increasing ISIL activities in central
and eastern Syria, continued hostilities between Syrian National Army forces and SDF, despite the agreement in
March 2025. This directly contradicts the threshold requiring a ‘significant and durable reduction of hostilities.’
The legal framework criterion remains equally problematic. While a constitutional declaration was signed in
March 2025, this nascent document has yet to demonstrate effective implementation of returnee protections.
The declaration’s human rights provisions, while promising on paper, face substantial implementation challenges
across fragmented territories with competing authorities. As the OHCHR notes, “much will depend on how
these provisions of the constitutional text are implemented and respected across the country” (OHCHR, 2025).
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Without established mechanisms addressing housing, land and property issues—especially critical given Syria’s
estimated $388 billion in physical destruction (The New Arab, 2018)—the UNHCR’s facilitation of large-scale
returns appears premature.

Most notably, the UNHCR’s own position published in December 2024 acknowledges that “other risks may persist
or become more pronounced” and explicitly states that “the UNHCR does not consider that the requirements
for cessation of refugee status for beneficiaries of international protection originating from Syria have currently
been met.” This admission directly contradicts the organization’s operational pivot toward facilitating returns
of up to 1.5 million Syrians in 2025. The fact that 73% of surveyed refugees still do not intend to return within
the next 12 months -citing persistent concerns about housing, security, economic challenges, and basic services
- further demonstrates the gap between the UNHCR’s protection standards and current operational decisions.
Of particular concern is the absence of a systematic ‘360 approach’ to monitoring returnees - a coordinated
system between the UNHCR offices in host countries and Syria that would track protection outcomes before,
during, and after return. This comprehensive monitoring mechanism is essential for identifying protection risks,
ensuring accountability, and verifying whether returns meet international standards of safety and dignity.
Without such monitoring infrastructure firmly established and operationally present, the UNHCR lacks the
means to fulfil one of its core protection threshold requirements: ‘free and unhindered access to all refugees and
returnees to monitor the conditions of reception and reintegration.” The absence of this critical safeguard further
demonstrates the premature nature of the UNHCR’s shift toward facilitating large-scale returns.

This contradiction raises serious questions about whether political pressures from host countries and donors
are influencing the UNHCR’s operational stance at the expense of refugee protection principles. By prematurely
shifting toward return facilitation without meeting its own established thresholds, the UNHCR risks legitimizing
potentially unsafe and unsustainable returns. This approach not only undermines the agency’s credibility as
a guardian of refugee rights but could expose vulnerable Syrians to significant protection risks. International
actors should urgently address this policy contradiction to ensure that any facilitated returns genuinely meet the
standards of safety, dignity, and sustainability that the UNHCR itself has established.

Conclusion

The fall of the Assad regime marks a watershed moment in Syria’s history, presenting both opportunities and
immense challenges. While the transition offers hope for millions of displaced Syrians, the road to sustainable
peace and recovery remains fraught with obstacles. The emerging political landscape shows signs of progress
through constitutional declarations and national dialogue yet continues to be marred by violence, contested
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authority, and fragmented territorial control. Syria’s decimated infrastructure and economy will require massive
investment and international support, with initial pledges representing only a fraction of the estimated $388
billion needed for reconstruction.

For displaced Syrians, the fundamental question of return has taken on new urgency, yet the apparent
contradiction between established protection principles and operational realities raises serious concerns. The
UNHCR’s premature pivot toward facilitating large-scale returns, despite conditions that fail to meet its own
protection thresholds, risks prioritizing political expedience over refugee safety and dignity. Without adequate
monitoring mechanisms, legal frameworks, security guarantees, and economic opportunities, risks may become
unsustainable or even harmful to those who have already endured tremendous suffering.

As Syria enters this critical transition period, the international community must remain vigilant against hasty
solutions that undermine long-term stability and protection. A genuinely sustainable approach requires
patience, principled engagement, and unwavering commitment to international standards—even when political
pressures push for accelerated returns. Syria’s future and the well-being of millions of displaced Syrians depend
on ensuring that the pace of returns aligns with genuine improvements in conditions on the ground rather
than political timetables. Only by maintaining this principled approach can Syria hope to break the cycle of
displacement and conflict that has defined its recent history.
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